This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 
to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 
to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 
are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 
publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 

We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 


at|http  :  //books  .  google  .  com/ 


£>v»^    1>QC.      ^!DU 


HARVARD 
COLLEGE 
LIBRARY 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ACCOUNTS    AND    PAPERS 


TWENTY-ONE    VOLUMES. 


-(6.)^ 


COLONIES. 


♦  Session 

16  January 11  August  1840. 


VOL.  XXXIV. 


1840. 


il 


Digitized  by 


Google 


eoiLEa  E 


/ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ACCOUNTS    AND    PAPERS: 

1  8  40. 


TWENTY^OI^E  VOLUMES:— CONTENTS  OF  THE 
SIXTH  VOLUME. 


N.B. — THE  Figures  at  the  beginning  of  the  line,  correspond  with  the  N*  at  the 
foot  of  each  Paper;  and  the  Figures  at  the  end  of  the  line,  refer  to  the  MS.  Paging 
of  the  Volumes  arranged  for  The  House  of  Commons. 


COLONIES: 

Barracks  (Bahamas)  : 

154.  Copies  of  Correspondence  on  the  subject  of  the  Barracks  at  the  Bahamas  ; 
Issue  of  fresh  Meat  to  Troops  in  Jamaica,  the  West  Indies  and 
Bermuda ;  Extracts  of  Reports  from  Medical  OflScers  in  the  Bahamas 
relative  to  the  Health  of  the  Troops  in  that  Colony          -        -     p.  1 

British  Guiana : 

151.  Copies  or  Extracts  of  Correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  and  the  Governor  of  British  Guiana^  respecting  the 
Immigration  of  Labourers  into  that  Colony    -         -         -'      -     121 

Hill  Coolies  : 

77.  Copies  of  Reports  from,  or  Despatches  to,  the  Governor  of  British 
Guiana,  respecting  the  Hill  Coolies  introduced  into  that  Colony,  {in 
continuation  of  Sessional  Paper  No.  463,  of  1 839)  -        -        -     1 8 1 

Civil  List : 

404.  Extracts  from  Lord  Aberdeen's  Despatches  relative  to  the  Provision  of 
a  Civil  List  for  the  Colony  ;  also,  Despatches  of  Lord  John  Russell ; 
Correspondence  that  may  have  arisen  thereon  -         -         -     237 

288.  Return  of  a  Copy  of,  or  Extracts  from,  the  Memorial  of  Mr.  Schomburgk, 
who  lately  explored  the  Interior  of  British  Guiana  -         -     31 5 

616.  Copies  of  Treasury  Minutes,  dated  4th  August  1840  and  nth  March 
1836,  on  the  subject  of  an  Advance  of  £.32,000  in  1836,  for  the 
Relief  of  the  Colony  of  British  Guiana,  in  pursuance  of  2  &  .3 
Will.  IV.,  c.  125,  s.  52,  and  an  Account  of  the  Amount  issued  out 
of  the  Consolidated  Fund 337 

Jamaica  Imports : 

238.  Account  of  the  Annual  Imports  of  different  kinds  of  Provisions  into 
Jamaicay  from  1835  to  1839,  both  inclusive  ...     339 

Vol.  XXXIV.— Sess.  1840.  {continued.) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


iv  ACCOUNTS    AND    PAPERS:    1840. 


Jamaica : 

141.  Copies  of  Correspondence  respecting  Temporary  Barracks  at  Maroon 

TowUy  Jamaica ---p.  341 

Trinidad : 

83.  Copy  of  a  Circular  Despatch  addressed  by  Lord  John  Russell  to  the 
Governors  of  the  West  India  Colonies,  transmitting  an  Order  of  Her 
Majesty  in  Council  relative  to  Immigration  into  Trinidad         -     359 

Liberated  Africans : 

224.  Despatch,  May  1 838,  prohibiting  the  further  Apprenticeship  of  Liberated 
Africans  in  the  IVest  Indies  ..-..-    365 

Commissioners  of  Arbitration  (Slavery  Abolition  Act) : 

142.  Return  of  all  Persons  appointed  to  be  paid  Commissioners  of  Arbitration 

under  the  Act  3  &  4  Will.  IV.;  Payments  made  to  the  Commis- 
sioners;  other  Offices  held  by  them       -        -         -        -        •    371 

Colonial  Expenditure: 

632.  Returns:  General  Abstracts, — 1.  Of  Colonial  Expenditure  by  Great 
Britain,  in  the  Year  1 835-36 ; — 2.  Of  the  Revenues,  &c.,  of  the 
Local  Governments  in  1835  ;— and,  3.  Of  the  Expenditure  by  Local 
Governments  from  Colonial  Revenues  in  1 835        ...     37^ 

Colonial  Pensions  : 

596.  Return  of  the  Amount  paid  for  Pensions,  Superannuation  and  Retired 
Allowances  from  the  Colonial  Revenues  of  Malta^  Ceylotiy  Trinidad^ 
Guiana  and  Cape  of  Good  Hope^  New  South  Wales  and  Van  Diemen's 
Ztfwflf,  1837-39 -        -        -    393 

Leeward  Islands : 

595.  Copies  or  Extracts  of  all  Correspondence  of  Sir  W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke, 
Governor-General  of  the  Leeward  Islands,  with  Lord  Glenelg,  on  the 
subject  of  the  Convention  of  a  Greneral  Council  and  Assembly  in  the 
Leeward  Islands  - -415 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BARRACKS  (BAHAMAS,   &c.) 


RETURN  to  au  Order  of  the  Honourable  The  House  of  Commons, 
dated  34  February  1 840  \—fory 


COPIES  of  any  CoRRBSPONDENCEy  in  the  Year  1836  and  subsequent  Years,  between 
the  different  Public  Offices,  with  respect  to  the  state  of  the  Barracks  at  Nas$au 
and  TurKs  Island  in  the  Bahamas. 

COPIES  of  any  Correspondence  respecting  the  proposed  more  frequent  Issue  of 
Fresh  Meat  Rations  to  the  Troops  in  Jamaica,  the  West  Indies  and  Bermuda. 

EXTRACT  of  so  much  of  a  Report  from  the  Medical  Officer  in  the  Bahamas,  in  the 
Year  1819,  as  relates  to  the  effect  produced  upon  the  Health  of  the  Troops  by  the 
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Correspondence  relating  to  the  Barracks  at  Nasxau, 

No.   1.— General  Order,   signed  J.  Potts,  directing  a  Medical  Board  to  assemble;  i8  October 
1835 P-3 

No.   a. — General  Order,  signed  as  above,  directing  two  rooms  in  Moss 's  house,  Fleming-square,  to 
be  occupied  by  officers;  24  October  1835      .----.-p.  3 

No.   3. — ^Letter  from  ihe  Treasury  to  the  Ordnance,  transmitting  copies  of  the  above ;  10  March 
1836 p.  3 

No.  4. — Letter  from  the  Ordnance  to  the  Treasury,  in  answer  and  with  reference  to  above;  21 
March  1836        --.. p.  3 

No.  5. — Letter  from  the  Treasury  to  Commanding  Officer,  Bahamas,  adverting  to  the  above  Grenend 
Orders  respecting  officers'  rooms  in  Fleming-square ;  21  April  1836  -        -        p.  4 

No.  Ga.— Garrison  Order,  signed  John  Potts,  directing  a  Medical  Board  to  assemble  at  the  tempo- 
rary barracks.  Fort  Charlotte;  10  January  1836      p.  4 

No.  6b. — Proceedings  of  the  above-mentioned  Medical  Board ;  12  January  1836        -        -        p.  4 

No.  6c. — Letter  from  Sir  J.  Macgrigor  to  Lord  F.  Somerset,  transmitting  the  above  documents ; 
4  April  1836 p.  5 

No.  7. — Letter  from  Lord  F.  Somerset  to  the  Ordnance,- transmitting  copies  of  Sir  J.  Macgrigor's 
Letter,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  Medical  Board,  as  above;  11  April  1836       -        p.  5 

No.  8. — Letter  from  the  Ordnance  to  Lord  F.  Somerset,  adverting  to  the  above  proceedings;  18  April 
1836 p.  5 

No.  9. — Letter  from  Mr.  Byham  to  Ordnance  Officers,  Bahamas,  calling  their  attention  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  above  Medical  Board;  with  directions  for  acting  upon  them;  18  April 
1836 p.  5 

No.  10. — ^Letter  from  the  Ordnance  to  the  Colonial  Pepartment,  relating  to  an  expense  of  32  /.  165.  GJ. 

sanctioned  by  Ordnance  for  repair  of  barracks  (adverting  to  Nos.  11  &  12);  25  July  1836 

P-5 
No.  11. — Extract  from  Mr.  Byham's  Letter,  dated  8  May  1835,  to  the  Colonial  Office,  so  far  as 

relates  to  Bahamas  barracks  .-.-----...p.  6 

No.  12. — Extract  from  Report  of  Inspector-general  of  Fortifications,  on  the  subject  of  colonial  barrack 
accommodation,  dated  10  April  1835,  relating  to  Bahamas       -        -        -        -        p.  6 

No.  13.- Letter  from  the  Ordnance  to  the  Colonial  Department,  on  the  above  subject;  6  July 
1835 p.  6 

No.  14. — Letter  from  the  Deputy  Secretary  at  War  to  the  Ordnance,  upon  the  state  of  the  barracks 
at  Nassau  ;  enclosing  Nos.  15  &  16;  4  January  1837 p.  6 

No.  15. — Extract  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Colebrooke  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated  15  June  1836,  p.  7 

No.  16. — Extract  of  another  Despatch  from  Governor  Colebroke  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated  Bahamas, 
31  October  1836 p.  7 

No.  17. — Letter  from  the  Ordnance  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  in  answer  to  N0.14;  6  January  1837,  p.  7 

No.  1 8.— Letter  from  the  Treasury  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Ordnance,  transmitting  copies  of  a  Letter 
from  Officer  commanding  2d  West  India  Regiment,  &c  (Nos.  ig  &  20) ;  31  January 
1837 P-7 

No.  19.*-Letter  from  Lieutenant-colonel  W.  B.  Nicolls,  2d  West  India  Regiment,  to  the  Treasury, 
forwarding  a  communication  received  from  Messrs.  Mends  and  Allen,  as  below ;  i  No* 
vember  1836        ...-.....--.p.  7 

No.  20. — Letter  from  Captains  Mends  and  Allen,  of  2d  West  India  Regiment,  to  Lieutenant-colonel 
Nicolls,  stating  the  want  of  officers*  quarters ;  1  November  1836       -         -        -        p.  8 

No.  21. — Letter  from  the  Treasury  to  Commissioners  of  Audit,  transmitting  copies  of  the  above 
communication  ;  25  iSlay  1837     --...--..p.  8 

No.  22. — ^Letterfrom  the  Ordnance  to  the  Treasury,  in  answer  to  Treasury  Letter  of  31  January,  and 
transmitting  the  following  precis  (No.  23),  drawn  up  for  the  purpose  ;  29  March  1 837    p.  8 

No.  23. — A  Memorandum  drawn  up  relating  to  the  barrack  accommodation  at  the  Bfdiamas  by  the 
Ordnance  Office,  dated  25  February  1837 P-8 

No.  24. — Letter  from  the  Ordnance  to  the  Treasury,  with  reference  to  Ordnance  Letter  of  29th  March, 
and  transmitting  the  following  copies  (^Nos.  25  &  26; ;  17  April  1837         -        -       p.  11 

No.  25. — Letter  from  Captain  Walpole,  Commanding  Royal  Fngineer,  Bahamas,  to  the  Inspector- 
general  of  Fortifications,  submitting  remarks  respecting  dilapidation  of  temporary  bar- 
racks;  1  February  1837        --         -        -        -        -        -        -         -        -p.  11 
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No.  26.— Memorandum  from  the  Inspector-general  of  Fortifications,  with  reference  to  the  temporary 
hut  barracks;  14  April  1837 p.  11 

No.  27.— Letter  from  the  Treasury  to  the  Colonial  Department,  transmitting  copies  of  the  communi- 
cations numbered  22,  23,  24,  25  &  26);  26  May  1837     "        "        "        "        -      p.  12 

No.  28. — Letter  from  the  Treasury  to  Secretary  of  Ordnance,  referring  to  Ordnance  Letters  (Nos.  22 
&  24),  and  addition  to  lodging  money  for  military  and  civil  officers  ;  19  June  1837      p.  12 

No.  29. — Letter  from  the  Treasury  to  Officer  commanding  at  the  Bahamas,  sanctioning  addition  of 
four  dollars  per  month  for  officers'  lodging  allowance ;  19  June  1837        -        -       p.  12 

No.  30.— Letter  from  the  Colonial  Department  to  the  Treasury,  in  answer  to  Letter  of  26th  May, 
stating  there  is  no  probability  of  reduction  df  strength  of  garrison  at  Bahamas ;  19  June 
1837 p.  12 

No.  31. — Letter  from  the  Treasury  to  Secretary  of  Ordnance,  transmitting  Letters  and  Enclosures 
(Nos.  32  to  38;  from  Colonel  Nicolls,  respecting  officers'  barracks  in  Fleming-square  ; 
30  June  1837 p.  13 

No.  32.— Letter  from  Lieutenant-colonel  Nicolls  to  the  Treasury,  adverting  and  in  answer  to  Trea- 
sury Letter  of  21  Ajpril  1836  (No.  5) ;  18  July  1836        -        -        -        -        -      p.  13 

No.  33.— Garrison  Order  issued  by  James  Findlay,  Lieutenant  Acting  Fort  Adjutant,  calling  atten- 
tion to  Treasury  Letter  of  21  April  1836;  16  July  1836  -        -        -        -      P-  13 

No»  34. — Letter  from  Lieutenant-colonel  Nicolls  to  the  Treasury,  referring  to  his  Letter  of 
18  July  1836,  and  enclosing  the  following  correspondence  (Nos.  35,  36  &  37);  24  Au- 
gust 1836  -        •        -        -        -      •-        -        .        -        -        -        -      p.  14 

No-  35. — ^Letter  from  Lieutenant  W.  Elliot,  Commanding  Royal  Artillery,  and  Captain  A.  Walpole, 
Royal  Engineer,  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Nicolls,  with  reference  to  Treasury  Letter  of 
21  April  1836;  19  July  1836       -        -        - p.  14 

No.  36. — Letter  from  Lieutenant-colonel  Nicolls  to  the  above-mentioned  Officers,  in  reply  to  their 
communication  of  19  July  1836,  above  ;  20  July  1836     -        -        -        -        -      p.  14 

No.  37.— Further  Letter  from  Messrs.  Elliot  and  Walpole  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Nicolls,  with  refer- 
ence to  Garrison  Order,  and  respecting  progress  taken  in  ventilating  and  whitewashing ; 
26  July  1836 - p.  14 

No.  38.^  Letter  from  Lieutenant  colonel  Nicolls  to  the  Treasury,  calling  attention  to  his  letter  of 
18  July  1836,  and  enclosing  a  copy  of  it;  7  March  1837        -        -        -        -      p.  14 

No.  39. — Letter  from  the  Ordnance  to  the  Treasury,  in  answer  to  Treasury  Letter  of  30  June,  seating 
that  a  cellar  therein  alluded  to  should  not  any  longer  be  used  as  an  officer's  quarter ; 
5  July  1837        .        -        - -      P- 15 

No.  4p. — Letter  from  the  Treasury  to  Secretary  of  Ordnance,  in  answer  to  Ordnance  Letter  of 
5  July,  and  acquiescing  in  the  recommendation  therein  contained;  also,  a  Letter  to 
Officer  commanding  at  Bahamas,  giving  him  those  directions ;  24  August  1837  -      p.  15 

No.  41 Letter  from  John  Potts,  Quarter-master  2d  West  India  Regiment,  to  Lieutenant  W.  Ken- 
nedy, respecting  accommodation  for  72  extra  men  ;  18  July  1837      -        -        -      p*  15 

No.  42. — Letter  from  Lieutenant  W.  Kennedy  to  the  Ordnance  Officers,  Bahamas,  with  reference  to 
the  previous  one ;  18  July  1837     -         -         -         -         -         -         -         -         -p.  15 

No.  43. — ^Letter  from  Messrs.  S.  Hornby  and  T.  C.  Martelli  to  Lieutenant  Nicolls,  with  reference 
to  the  previous  one ;  18  July  1837         -         --         -        -        -         -        -p.  16 

No.  44.— -Letter  from  Lieutenant  W.  U.  Nicolls  to  the  Ordnance  Officers,  Bahamas,  in  answer  to 
the  previous  one ;  18  July  1837     -        -        -         -.--        -        -        -p.  16 

No.  45. — Letter  from  Messrs.  Hornby  and  Martelli  to  Lieutenant  Nicolls,  stating  they  have  hired 
Mr.  Huyler's  premises  as  a  temporary  barrack  ;  18  July  1837    -        -        -        -      p.  16 

No.  46.— I-etter  from  Lieutenant  W.  H.  Nicolls  to  the  Officers  of  Ordnance,  approving  of  the  above 
proposition;  20  July  1837    - p.  16 

No.  47. — Terms  of  agreement  for  renting  the  premises  of  G.  Huyler,  Esq.,  as  a  barrack  for  80  men 
of  2d  West  India  regiment ;  20  July  1837      - -p.  16 

No.  48. — Letter  from  Lieutenant  S.  Hornby,  Commanding  Royal  Artillery,  and  T.  C.  Martelli,  Acting 
Ordnance  Storekeeper,  to  Mr.  Byham,  stating  they  have  hired  certain  premises  as  tempo- 
rary barracks  ;  20  July  1837  ..-.-.-..p.  17 

Mo  49. — Letter  from  the  Ordnance  to  the  Treasury,  forwarding  copies  of  the  above  correspondence 
(Nos.  41  to  48);  13  October  1837  *        "        -        --        -        -        -p.  17 

No.  50. — Letter  from  the  Ordnance  to  the  Treasury,  requesting  an  answer  to  the  previous  one ; 
28  March  1838 p.  17 

No.  51. — Letter  from  Quarter-master  general  L  W.  Gordon  to  Mr.  Byham,  transmitting  the  following 
communications  ^Nos.  53  to  59) ;  19  July  1838       -        -        -        -        -         -      p.  18 

No.  52. — Letter  from  the  Ordnance  to  the  Treasury,  referring  to  Ordnance  Letter  of  30  October 
1837,  and  to  Treasury  Letter  of  19  June  1837,  and  transmitting  the  above-mentioned 
communications;  8  August  1838  -        -         -         -         -         -         -         -         -p.  18 

No.  53.— Letter  from  John  Potts  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Nicolls,  requesting  a  store  may  be  provided 
for  soldiers*  necessaries;  9  April  1838 p.  18 
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Schedule — continued. 

No.  54. — Letter  from  Lieutenant-colonel  Nicolls  to  Colonel  Cockburn,  enclosing  Mr.  Potts'  letter ; 
9  April  1838       -        -- -p-^9 

No  55. — rroceeding$  of  a  Board  held  by  order  of  Colonel  Cockburn,  to  report  on  state  of  Quarter- 
master's stores  of  2d  West  India  Regiment;  10  April  1838       -        ^        -        •       P*  19 

No.  56. — Letter  from  Surgeon  J.  W.  Richardson  to  Colonel  Cockburn»  enclosing  proceedings  of  a 
Medical  Board ;  11  April  1838 p.  19 

No.  57. — Proceedings  of  a  Medical  Board  held  to  examine  the  state  of  the  Quarter-master's  stores ; 
n  April  1838 p.  19 

No.  58. — Letter  from  Lieutenant-colonel  Nicolls.  to  Colonel  Cockburn,  submitting  Quarter  master 
Potts' letter,  as  follows:  16  April  1838 p.  20 

No.  59. — Letter  from  Quarter-master  Potts  to  Lieutenant- colonel  Nicolls>  submitting  certain  propo- 
sitions; 16  April  1838  -        ...        -        -        -        -        -        -        -p.  20 

No.  60.— Letter  from  Colonel  Cuckbum  to  Sir  J.  W.  Gordon,  Horse  Guards,  transmittmg  the  above 
communications  (N OS.  53  to  59) ;  la  May  1838 -      p.  20 

No.  61. — Letter  from  Lieutenant-colonel  Nicolls  to  Lieutenant  W.  H.  Nicolls,  Fort  Adjutant,  re- 
specting the  barrack  store-rooms ;  21  April  1838     -        •        •         -        -         -      p.  21 

No.  62. — Letter  from  Lieutenant  W.  H.  Nicolls  to  the  Ordnance  Officers,  forwarding  correspondence 
respecting  the  Quarter-master's  stores  (Nos.  53  to  59) ;  26  April  1838       -        -      p.  22 

No.  63.— Letter  from  Captain  Budgen  and  T.  (\  Marteili  to  Lieutenant  W.  H.  Nicolls,  in  answer  to 
the  above,  and  forwarding  copy  of  Ordnance  instructions;  27  April  1838  -       p.  22 

No.  64.— Circular  addressed  by  Mr.  Byham  to  the  Ordnance  Officers,  Bahamas,  respecting  incurring 
of  expenditure  beyond  sum  authorized  by  Parliament,  dated  31  August  1832      •      p.  22 

No.  6^. — Letter  from  Lieutenant  W.  H.  Nicolls  to  the  Ordnance  Officers,  in  answer  to  the  pre* 
ceding  one;  30  April  1838  •        -.-. p.  23 

No.  66, — Letter  from  Messrs.  Budgen  and  Marteili  to  Lieutenant  Nicolls,  in  answer  to  the  above,  and 
forwarding  the  statement  which  follows ;  2  May  1838     -        •        -        •        -      p.  23 

No.  67.— -Messrs.  Budgen  and  Martelli's  statement  of  accommodation  required  for  use  of  2d  West 
,  India  R^ment;  2  May  1838       -        - -         -p.  24 

No.  68  — Letter  from  Lieutenant  W.  H.  Nicolls  to  the  Ordnance  Officers,  in  answer  to  theirs  of 
2  May;  4  May  1838 p.  24 

No.  69.— Letter  from  the  Ordnance  to  Lieutenant-general  Sir  J.  Gordon,  stating  that  copy  of  his 
Letter  and  its  Enclosures  (Nit3.  51  to  68)  have  been  sent  to  the  Treasury ;  §  August 
1838 p.  24 

No.  70. — ^Letter  from  Lord  Fitzroy  Somerset  to  the  Colonial  Department,  stating  that  the  matter  of 
the  Bahamas  barracks  has  been  under  consideration  of  Secretary  of  State  and  Treasury 
for  some  time  ;  11  August  1838    .---...        ..p.  34 

No.  71. — Letter  from  the  Colonial  Department  to  Lord  F.  Somerset,  in  reply  to  the  above^  and 
forwarding  the  following  communications  (Nos.  72  to  77);  24  September  1838        p.  24 

No.  72. — Letter  from  Lieutenant-governor  B.  T.  Balfour  to  the  Colonial  Department,  relating  to  the 
dilapidations  of  the  barracks;  5  September  1833    -        -        -        •        •        -      p.  25 

No.  73. — Letter  from  the  Colonial  Department  to  the  Ordnance,  transmitting  the  last-mentioned 
Despatch;  5  November  1833        - ---p.  25 

No.  74. — Letter  from  the  Ordnance  to  the  Colonial  Department,  in  answer  to  the  previous  one ; 
15  November  1833 p.  25 

No.  75« — ^Letter  from  the  Ordnance  to  the  Colonial  Department,  adverting  to  that  of  5  November, 
and  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  following  Letter  ;  19  May  1834   -        -        -        '      ?-  ^5 

No.  76. — ^Letter  from  Captain  Kitson,  Commanding  Royal  Engineer,  to  Major-general  Pilkington, 
on  the  subject  of  the  barracks ;  20  March  1 834      -        -        -        -        -        -      p.  26 

No.  77. — Letter  from  the  Ordnance  to  the  Colonial  Department,  adverting  to  Letters  of  15  Novem- 
ber 1833  and  19  May  1834;  23  July  1834     -        -        -        -        -        -        -      p.  26 

No.  78.— Letter  from  Lord  Fitzroy  Somerset  to  the  Ordnance,  forwarding  the  above  enumerated 
communications  (Nos.  71  to  77);  6  October  1838  -        -        -         -        -        •      p.  27 

No.  79.^ Letter  from  the  Ordnance  to  Lord  F.  Somerset,  in  answer  to  No.  78,  and  forwarding  an 
Ordnance  Memorandum  of  25  February  1837  (^o«  23) p.  27 

No.  80. — Letter  from  J.  Richardson,  Surgeon,  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Nicolls,  respecting  erection 
of  bathing- houses  for  the  troops  ;  4  August  1838   • p.  28 

No.  81. — Letter  frt>m  Colonel  Nicolls  to  Colonel  Cockburn,  forwarding  the  above;  5  August 
1838-        .        .        • p.  28 

No.  82. — Letter  from  Colonel  Cockburn  to  Sir  W.  Gordon,  enclosing  the  Iwo  previous  communica- 
tions; 9  August  1838 p.  28 
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Schedule — continued. 

No.  83. — Letter  from  Sir  W.  Gordon  to  the  Ordnance,  transmitting  the  three  previous  commanica- 
tions;  20  September  1838    -------.-.p.  29 

No.  84. — Letter  from  the  Ordnance  to  Sir  J.  W.  Gordon,  in  answer  to  the  preceding  one;  29  October 
1838-        .        -        - p.  29 

No.  85. — Letter  from  Lord  F.  Somerset  to  the  Colonial  Department,  with  reference  to  previous  com- 
munications (Nos.  71.  78  &  79);  9  November  1838         -        -        -        -        -      p.  29 

No.  86. — Letter  from  Captain  Budgen,  Commanding  Royal  Engineer,  to  Lieutenant»colonel  Nicolls, 
requesting  information ;  18  July  1838    -        -        -         -        -        -        -        -p.  29 

No.  87. —  Letter  from  Lieutenant-colonel  Nicolls  to  Captain  Budgen,  in  reply  to  the  above ; 
1  August  1838 p.  30 

No.  88. — Letter  from  Lieutenant-colonel  Nicolls  to  Lord  F.  Somerset,  forwarding  the  two  previous 
communications;  20  August  1838         -•-        .        .         .         .        .        -p.  30 

No.  89.— Letter  from  Lord  F.  Somerset  to  the  Colonial  Department,  reporting  the  three  previous 
Despatches;  12  December  1838   ---------p.  31 

No.  90. — ^Letter  from  the  Colonial  Department  to  Lord  F.  Somerset,  in  answer  to  Letters  of 
9  November  and  12  December,  and  enclosing  copy  of  a  Letter  addressed  to  the 
Treasury  on  the  19th  June  1837 ;  15  December  1838     -        -        -        -        -      p.  31 

No.  91 . — Letter  from  Lord  F.  Somerset  to  the  Ordnance,  adverting  to  Ordnance  Letter  of  24  October^ 
and  enclosing  copy  of  the  preceding  communication  ;  24  December  1838  •      p.  32 

No.  92. — Letter  from  the  Ordnance  to  the  Colonial  Department,  referring  to  the  two  preceding 
communications  from  Colonial  Office  to  Lord  F.  Somerset ;  14  January  1839    -      p.  32 

No.  93. — Letter  from  the  Ordnance  to  the  Treasury,  adverting  to  Lord  F.  Somerset's  Letter  of  24 
December,  and  enclosing  copies  of  the  three  previous  Letters ;  14  January  1839    p.  33 

No.  94. — Letter  from  the  Ordnance  to  Lord  F.  Somerset,  adverting  to  his  Lordship's  Letter  of 
24  December  1838,  and  to  his  Letter  of  24  October  1838 ;  14  January  1839  -      p.  33 

No.  95. — Letter  from  Lord  F.  Somerset  to  the  Colonial  Department,  forwarding  copy  of  the  pre- 
ceding Letter ;  22  Jaimary  1839  p.  33 

No.  96. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  addressed  by  Lord  Glenelg  to  Colonel  Cockburn,  transmitting 
extract  of  Mr.  Byham*s  Letter  of  16  January,  and  of  Lord  F.  Somerset's  of  22  Jantiary 
1839;  25  January  1839 P-34 

No.  97 .r- Letter  from  the  Secretary  at  War  to  Lord  Hill,  requesting  to  be  favoured  with  copies  of 
any  communications  respecting  the  barrack  accommodation  and  the  supply  of  water  at 
the  Bahamas;  25  January  1839    ---- p.  34 

No.  98. — Letter  from  Lord  Hill  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  in  answer  to  the  previous  one,  with 
various  enclosures;  2  February  1839 p.  34 

No.  99. Letter  from  the  Colonial  Department  to  Lord  F.  Somerset,  in  reply  to  his  Lordship's 

letterof  22  inst.;  30  January  1839 p.  34 

Ho.  100 Letter  from  the  Colonial  Department  to  the  Ordnance,  in  reply  to  Letter  of  14  January; 

26  January  1839        -.- P-34 

No.  101.— Letter  from  the  Ordnance  to  the  Colonial  Department,  in  reply  to  the  above,  and  trans^ 
mitting  copy  of  Treasury  Letter,  dated  28  January  {see  Turk's  Island,  No.  7); 
8  February  1839 p.  34 

No.  102.— Letter  from  the  Ordnance  to  Lord  F.  Somerset,  adverting  to  his  letter  of  14  January, 
and  transmitting  copy  of  Treasury  Letter  of  28  January;  8  February  1839    -      p.  35 

No.  103. I.etter  from  the   Ordnance  to  the  Treasury,  in   answer   to  Letter  of  28    January ; 

8  February  1839 p.  35 

No.  104. Letter  from  the  Ordnance  to  the  Treasury,  with  reference   to  former  communications, 

(N  OS.  49  &  50),  requesting  sanction  of  Lords  of  the  Treasury  to  the  hire  of  a  temporary 
barrack;  25  September  1839 p.  35 

No.  105.— Letter  from  the  Ordnance  to  the  Treasury,  requesting  a  reply  to  the  preceding  communi- 
cation; 22  November  1839         -        -        - p.  36 

jjq  106. Letter  from  the  Ordnance  to  Sir  J.  W.  Gordon,  requesting  information  concerning  Medical 

ReporU,&c.;  22  November  1839 p.  36 

•^Q  iQy, Letter  from  the  Colonial  Department  to  the  Treasury,  referring  to  previous  correspond- 
ence (No.  108)  ;  25  November  1839 p.  36 

No.  108. Letter  from  I^rd  F.  Somerset  to  the  Colonial  Department,  recommending  Nassau  as  the 

most  convenient  site  for  a  barrack ;  5  October  1839       -        -        -        -        -      p.  3^ 

No.  109.— Letter  from  Colonel  Cockburn  to  Lord  F.  Somerset,  transmitting  the  following  Reports  of 
Medical  and  Engineer  OflScers  (with  reference  to  the  despatch,  No.  96) ;  10  August 
1839 -----       p.  37 

No.  110.— Report  of  T.  Budgen,  Captain  commanding  Royal  Engineers,  upon  the  same  subject, 
enclosing  the  two  followmg;  8  July  1839 p.  37 
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ScH  EDULS — continued. 

No.  111.— Copy  of  Proceedingj*  of  a  Committee  of  Officers,  held  to  report  on  the  advantages  or 
otherwise  of  Fort  Fincastle ;  23  March  1830      -        -        -        •        -        .        p.  37 

No.  112. — Copy  of  Report  of  Medical  Officers  of  the  Garrison  upon  the  same  subject';  24  March 
1830 p.  39 

No.  113. — Report  of  J.  Richardson,  Surgeon  2d  West  India  Regiment,  iStc  ,  as  to  the  most  eligible 
site  for  erection  of  new  barracks :  8  August  1 839        -        «       . .        .        .        p.  40 

No.  114. — Letter  from  the  Colonial  Department  to  Lord  F.  Somerset,  in  answre  to  his  Lordship's 
letttrof  5  October;  16  October  1839 p.  41 

No.  115.— Letter  from  Lord  F.  Somerset  to  the  Colonial  Department,  in  answer  to  the  preceding  one, 
and  transmitting  the  two  following  ;  15  November  1839       -        -        -        -        p.  42 

No.  116.— Letter  from  Sir  J.  Macgrigor  to  Lord  F.  Somerset,  enclosing  copy  of  a  Report  of  Dr. 
Millingen,  late  Staff-Surgeon  in  the  Bahamas ;  12  November  1839        *        -        P*  4^ 

No.  117. — Letter  to  Dr.  J,  G.  Millingen  to  Sir  J.  Macgrigor,  giving  his  opinion  on  Uie  eligibihty  of  a 
sitefor  the  barracks;  7  November  1839     --.-...p.  42 

No.  118. — Letter  from  the  Colonial  Department  to  Lord  F.  Somerset,  in  answer  to  Horse  Guard's 
Letter  of  15  November;  21  November  1839 p.  4a 

No.  1 19. — Letter  from  the  Colonial  Department  to  the  Ordnance,  referring  to  Ordnance  Letter  of 
8  February,  (No.  101),  and  transmitting  copy  of  Correspondence  (Nos.  108  to  115); 
25  November  1839 p/43 

No.  120. — Letter  from  the  Ordnance  to  the  Colonial  Department,  in  answer  to  the  preceding ; 
6  December  1839     -------         -..-p4jj 

No.  121, — Letter  from  the  Treasury  to  the  Colonial  Department,  with  reference  and  in  answer  to 
Colonial  Office  Letter  of  25  November  (No.  107);  11  December  1839  -        P-  43 

No.  122. — Despatch  from  Lord  John  Russell  to  Colonel  Cockburn,  deciding  on  Nassau  as  the  site 
for  the  barracks  ;  17  December  1839 p.  43 


CoRRBSPONDENCE  relating  to  the  Barracks  at  Turk's  Island, 

No.  1  .'^Letter  from  the  Secretary  at  War  to  the  Lieutenant-governor  of  the  Bahamas,  respecting 
the  water  for  the  use  of  the  troops  quartered  in  I'urk's  Island ;  1 2  June  1 838    -        p.  44 

No.  2.— Letter  from  Colonel  Cockburn  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  in  answer  to  the  above,  and 
forwarding  the  following ;  11  August  1838   -        •        -         -        -        -        -        P*44 

No.  3.— Letter  from  Surgeon  J.  Richardson  to  Colonel  Cockburn,  in  answer  to  a  communication 
from  his  Excellency ;  28  July  1838      --------p.  45 

No.  4.— Letter  from  the  Secretary  at  War  to  the  Ordmsnce>  transmitting  copies  of  the  preceding 
Letters;  19  December  1838       .-- p.  ^^ 

No.  5. — Letter  from  War  Office  to  Treasury,  transmitting  to  the  Treasury  copies  of  his  Letter  of 

19  December,  and  its  enclosures,  to  Mr  Byham  ;  20  December  1838  -  -  p.  45 
No.  6. — Letter  from  Ordnance  to  War  Office,  in  answer  to  Letter  of  19  December;   11  January 

1839 p.  45 

No.  7 Letter  from  the  Treasury  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Ordnance,  referring  to  Mr,  Byham  s  Letter 

of  14  January;  28  January  1839         --------        p.  46 

No.   8. — ^Letter  from  the  Colonial  Department  to  the  Treasury,  referring  to  Mr.  Baring's  Letter, 

and  other  communications;  23  February  1839      ------        p.  46 

No.  9.— Letter  from  the  Treasury  to  the  Colonial  Department,  in  reply  to  the  above;  21  March 
i339 p.  4^ 

No.  10. — ^Letter  from  the  Secretary  at  War  to  the  Colonial  Department,  transmitting  copies  of  War 
Office  Letter  and  enclosures  to  Ordnance,  with  Mr.  Byham's  reply  thereto  ;  26  Janu- 
ary 1839  - p.  46 

No.  11.— Letter  from  the  Colonial  Department  to  the  Treasury,  enclosing  copy  of  the  above  com- 
munication, and  its  enclosures;  30  January  1839  •        -         '        -        -        p.  46 

No.  12. — Letter  from  the  Treasury  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Ordnance,  transmitting  the  above  letter 
and  enclosures ;  11  February  1839     --------p.  47 

No.  13.— Letter  from  the  Ordnance  to  the  Treasury,  in  answer  to  the  preceding ;  8  March  1839,  p.  47 

No.  14. — Letter  from  the  Treasury  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Ordnance,  referring  to  Mr.  Byham's 
Letter  of  8  March,  &c. ;  a6  March  1839 P47 

No.  15, — Letter  from  the  Ordnance  to  the  Treasury,  containing  statements  in  answer  to  the  preced- 
ing; 19  April  1839    P-48 

No.  16.— Letter  from  the  Treasury  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Ordnance,  referring  to  the  previous 
-Ordnance  Letter ;  18  May  1839     -         -        -        -        -        -        -         -        -p.  48 

flo.  17. — Letter  from  the  Treasury  to  the  Colonial  Department,  adverting  to  Colonial  Letter  of 
30  January,  and  transmitting  extract  oi  Ordnance  Letter  of  8th  instant,  and  copy  of  the 

answer  thereto ;  25  March  1839 p.  48 
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ScH  ED  IT  L  E — continued. 

N  o.  18.— Letter  from  the  Colonial  Department  to  the  War  Office,  adverting  to  War  Office  Letter  of 
36  January,  and  transmitting  copy  of  Letter  ^No.  11);  31  March  1839     -        -    p.  48 

No.  19. — Letter  from  the  War  Office  to  the  Colonial  Department,  in  reply  to  the  preceding  one  ; 
17  May  1839 p.^S 

No.  20.~Letter  fit)m  the  Colonial  Department  to  the  Treasury,  with  reference  to  Treasury  Letter 
of  21  Mareh,  and  transmitiing  copy  of  the  following ;  31  March  1839         -         -    p.  49 

No.  21. — Despatch  from  Lord  Normanhy  to  Colonel  Cockhum,  with  copies  of  the  various  cor- 
respondence hetween  the  Colonial,  Ordnance  and  Treasury  Offices  on  the  want  of 
barracks  at  Turk's  Island;  25  March  1839 p.  49 

No.  22. — Letter  from  the  Colonial  Department  to  the  War  Office,  in  answer  to  War  Office  Letter  of 
17  May,  and  transmitting  copy  of  the  following ;  29  May  1839         -        -         -    p*  49 

No.  23v— Letter  from  the  Colonial  Department  to  the  Treasury,  with  reference  to  Treasury  Letter 
of  25  March  ;  29  May  1839 -^P-49 

No.  24.-  Letter  from  the  Ordnance  to  tlie  Treasury,  adverting  to  Treasury  Letters  of  18  May  and 
28  January  1839;  7  June  1839      -        - -P»49 

No.  25.— Letter  from  the  Treasury  to  the  Ordnance,  in  answer  to  Letter  of  7  June,  above ; 
8  July  1839 p.  50 

No.  26. — Letter  from  the  War  Office  to  the  Treasury,  adverting  to  Letter  addressed  by  Colom'al 
Office  to  Treasury  on  29  May  ;  9  August  1839 P«  5© 

No.  27.— Letter  from  the  Treasury  to  the  Secretarj'  at  War,  in  reply  to  the  above,  and  trans- 
mitting copies  of  communications  (Nus.  13,  14,  15,  16,  24  &  25) ;  30  August  1839     P*  5^ 

No.  28. — Letter  from  the  Secretary  at  War  to  the  Treasury,  adverting  to  the  above  communications, 
and  requesting  further  information  ;  7  January  1840  -        -        -        -        -    p.  50 

No.  29. — Letter  from  the  Treasury  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Ordnance,  referring  to  Treasury  Letter 
of  8  July  1839;  20  January  1840  •        -        -        -        •         -        •        -p«50 

No.  30.— Further  Letter  from  the  Secretary  at  War  to  the  Treasury,  requesting  an  answer  to  that  of 
the  7  th  January ;  5  February  1840  -- -p.  50 

No.  3i.-TLetter  from  the  Treasury  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  in  answer  to  the  two  preceding; 
14  February  1840  -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -p.  51 

No.  38. — Letter  from  the  Ordnance  to  the  Treasury,  in  answer  to  Treasury  Letter  of  20  January ; 
7  February  1840         ^-----.....p, -i 

No.  33.— Letter  from  the  Ordnance  to  the  Treasury,  referring  to  the  two  former  communications^ 
and  transmitting  copies  of  the  following  ;  12  February  1840    -        -        -        *      P«  5^ 

No.  34. — Letter  from  Captain  Budgen,  Royal  Engineers,  to  the  Inspector-general  of  Fortifications, 
endosing  the  following  Queries  and  Answers;  15  December  1839    -        -        •      p.  51 

No.  35.— Queries  proposed  to  Dr.  Eve,  Staff  2d  West  India  Regiment,  quartered  at  Turk's  Island,  on 
subject  of  the  water,  and  Answers  to  them;  15  December  1839        -        .        -    P*  5^ 

No.  36.— Letter  from  the  Treasury  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  adverting  to  Letters  of  7  January  and 
5  February,  and  enclosing  copies  of  the  above  communications ;  27  February  1840,  p.  52 


Co&RBSPONDEircE  relating  to  the  Issue  of  Fresh  Meat  Rations  to  the  Troops  in  Jamaica, 

the  (Vest  Indies  and  Bermuda, 

No.  1.— Letter  from  the  Secretary  at  War  to  the  Treasury,  enclosing  a  communication  from  the 
General  Commanding  in  Chief,  with  papers  from  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  commanding  in  the 
Leeward  Islands,  representing  the  insufficiency  of  the  salt  pork  ration  to  the  troops,  and 
submitting  regulations  for  improving  tlie  mess ;  fb  January  1 836  -        -  p.  53 

No.  2. — Letter  from  the  Commissioners  of  Audit  to  the  Treasury,  report  on  the  above-mentioned 
papers;  2^  February  1836        ...-•-..-  p.  55 

No.  3. — Letter  from  the  Commissioners  of  Audit  to  the  Treasury,  further  report  on  the  above  men* 
tioned  papers;  29  February  1836     -.-.---.  p.  57 

No.  4.— Letter  from  the  Colonial  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Treasury,  enclosing  Despatch  fi^m  Sir 
J.  C«  Sniyth,  Lieutenant-Governor  of  British  Guiana,  with  copy  of  Letter  addressed  by 
him  to  Deputy  Commissary  General  Filder,  suggesting  an  alteration  in  the  mode  of 
supplying  frejjh  beef  for  the  troops;  10  March  1836    -----  P«  57 

No.  5.— Letter  from  the  Treasury  to  tlie  Colonial  Secretary,  that  they  have  called  upon  Deputy 
Commissary  General  Filder  for  his  Report  upon  the  suggestion ;  23  July  1836        p.  58 

No.  6.— Letter  from  the  Treasury  to  Deputy  Commissary  General  Filder,  West  Indies,  desiring  him 
to  report  accordingly ;  23  July  1836  --..---  p.  5^ 

No.  7.—  Letter  from  the  Secretary  at  War  to  the  Treasury,  enclosing  extract  from  Report  on  the 
mortality  and  diseases  of  troops  in  the  Windward  and  Leeward  Islands  and  .lamaica,  and 
a6  to  suh(ititutif)g  fresh  foi  salt  meat  in  tnipical  climates  ;  20  June  1836         -  p.  58 
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Schedule  ^continued. 

No.  8. — Letter  from  the  Treasury  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  in  answer,  and  transmitting  Report  of 
Commissioners  of  Audit  on  the  subject,  and  requesting  to  be  furnished  with  any  obser- 
vations thereon;  26  August  1836      --------  p.  60 

No.  9. — Letter  from  the  Secretary  at  War  to  the  Treasury,  in  reply  to  the  above,  and  enclosing  Letter 
from  Deputy  Inspector-general  of  Hospitals;  30  September  i83t>         -         -  p.  63 

No.  10. — Letter  from  Deputy  Commissary  General  Filder  to  the  Treasury,  enclosing  tenders  and 
estimates  for  supply  of  fresh  meat  from  1  January  1837  to  March  1840,  and  relative  to 
increasing  the  supply  of  fresh  meat  to  the  troops  ;  23  August  1836        -         -  p.  66 

No.  1 1 . — Letter  from  Deputy  Commissary  General  Filder  to  the  Treasury,  in  reply  to  Treasury 
Letter  of  23  July,  respecting  supply  of  fresh  meat  to  troops  in  British  uuiana;  4  Sep- 
tember 1836   ----- P-^i} 

No.  12 Letter  from  Commissioners  of  Audit  to  the  Treasury,  further  Report  on  Secretary  at  War's 

proposition  for  discontinuing  the  salt  meat  ration;  18  October  1836     -        -  P«  70 

No.  13. — Treasury  Minute  on  the  foregoing  papers,  extending  the  issue  of  fresh  meat,  &c.  &c. ; 
24  January  1837 -..  p.  71 

No.  14. — Letter  from  the  Treasury  to  the  Officer  Commanding,  Jamaica,  forwarding  copy  of  the 
-    above  Minute;  27  January  1837       ---..-.,  P'75 

No.  15. — Letter  from  the  Treasury  to  the  Officer  Commanding,  Windward  and  Leeward  Islands,  for- 
warding copy  of  the  above  Minute  ;  27  January  1837 P-  75 

No.  16. — Letter  from  the  Treasury  to 'the  Senior  Commissariat  Officer,  Windward  and  Leeward 
Islands,  authorizing  the  issue  of  fresh  meat  five  days  in  the  week  for  that  command ; 
28  January  1837 p.  75 

No.  17.— Letter  from  the  Treasury  to  the  Senior  Commissariat  Officer,  Jamaica,  extending  the  issue 
of  fresh  meat  to  every,  day  in  the  week  for  Jamaica ;  28  January  1837  -         -  p»  76 

No.  18. -^Letter  from  the  Treasury  to  the  Commissioners  of  Audit,  informing  them  of  above  regula- 
tions; 31  January  1837    ---.►..---  p.  76 

No.  19. — Letter  from  the  Treasury  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  hiforming  him  of  above  regulations; 
28  January  1837 -•  p«7^ 

No.  20. — Letter  from  tlie  Secretary  at  War  to  the  Treasury,  in  reply,  and  enclosing  Letter  addressed 
by  him  to  the  General  Commanding  in  Chief  on  the  subject;  15  February  1837       p.  77 

No.  21. — Letter  from  Deputy  Commissary  General  Filder,  VVest  Indies,  to  the  Treasury,  reporting 
respecting  the  change  of  ration  directed  by  Treasury,  and  enclosing  his  Report  to  the 
Officer  Commanding,  and  copy  of  General  Order  ;  13  March  1837        -        -  p.  79 

No.  22.— Letter  from  Lieutenant  General  S.  Whittingham,  Commanding  Forces,  Barbadoes,  to  the 
Treasury,  recomhiending  issue  of  increased  allowance  of  fresh  meat  to  the  troops; 
3  March  1837 p.  80 

No.  23. — Letter  from  Lieutenant  General  S»  Whittingham,  Commanding  Forces,  Barbadoes,  to  the 
Treasury,  further  on  the  subject  of  the  proposed  alteration  in  the  ration  to  be  issued  to 
the  troops  in  tropical  climates,  and  enclosing  copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Deputy  Com- 
missary General  of  that  command,  and  copies  of  two  Letters  from  himself  to  the 
General  Commanding  in  Chief  on  the  subject ;  10  March  1837     ...  p.  80 

No.  24. — Letter  from  Deputy  Commissary  General  Kearney,  Jamaica,  to  the  Treasury,  advising 
arrangements  made  by  him  for  effecting  alteration  of  rations  to  troops,  and  enclosing  state- 
ment showing  the  increased  cost,  -^c,  and  copies  of  correspondence  with  Messrs. 
Atkinsou  as  to  furnishing  fresh  meat ;  16  April  1837  .        -        -        .        .  p*  83 

Ko.  25. — Letter  from  Deputy  Commissary  General  Kearney,  Jamaica,  to  the  'I'reasury,  enclosing 
supplementary  estimate  of  increased  expenditure  on  account  of  additional  issue  of  fresh  . 
meat;  17  April  1837 p.  86 

No.  26.— Letter  from  Deputy  Commissary  General  Kearney,  Jamaica,  to  the  Treasury,  reporting  as 
to  the  effect  of  the  increased  issue  of  fresh  meat  on  the  market  price  ;  1  May  1837 

p.  86 

No.  27. — Letter  from  the  Treasury  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  enclosing  copy  of  hist  letter; 
19  July  1837 «        .  p.  87 

No.  a8. — Letter  from  the  Treasury  to  the  Commissioners  of  Audit,  enclosing  copy  of  last  Letter ; 
19  July  1837 p.  87 

No.  2g. — Letter  from  Deputy  Commissary  General  Kearney  to  the  Treasury,  as  to  the  best  method 
of  supplying  provisions  to  the  troops,  whether  by  contract  or  through  Naval  department; 
7  May  1837 -        -        -      p.  87 

No.  30.— Letter  firom  the  Treasury  to  Deputy  Commissary  General  Kearney,  in  reply,  and  authorizing 
a  contract;  12  September  1837    ----.----p.  88 

No.  3T. — Letter  from  the  Treasury  to  Deputy  Commissary  General  Filder,  on  same  subject ;  12  Sep- 
tember 1837       -        -        - p.  88 
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ScHEDULE->-COn^flltif^. 

No.  33.^ Letter  from  Hie  TVeasury  to  the  Commisaioners  of  Audit,  on  same  subject,  and  trans- 
mitting Papers  and  Minutes  of  6  June  and  5  September;  12  September  1837  -      p.  89 

Ko.  33. — Letter  from  Deputy  Commissary  General  Kearney  to  the  'IVeasury,  on  Letter  from  Officer 
Commanding,  approving  the  arrangements  laid  down  in  his  Letter  of  16  /\pril  last  to  the 
Treasury;  14  May  1837 p.  89 

No.  34. — Letter  from  the  Treasury  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  fonrarding  the  last  Letter  to  him  ; 
4  August  1837 p.  89 

No.  35. — Letter  from  the  Commissioners  of  Audit  to  the  Treasury,  reporting  upon  Deputy  Commis- 
sary General  Kearney's  new  arrangement  upon  the  change  of  ration  at  Jamaica  for  sup- 
plying the  troops ;  19  October  1837      --------p.  89 

No.  36.— TVeasury  Minute  on  the  foregoing  Letter ;  14  Norember  1837  *         '        -        *      P-  9t 

No.  37. — ^Letter  from  Deputy  Commissary  General  Filder  to  the  Treasury,  on  copy  of  General  Order, 

directing  the  issue  of  fresh  meat  every  day  in  the  week  to  the  89tb  regiment  at  Tobago ; 

14  0ct<^er  1837 P«9i 

No.  38.— Letter  from  the  Treasury  to  Deputy  Commissary  General  Filder,  approving  same:  23  De- 
cember 1837  .---------.-  p.  9*i 

No.  39. — Letter  from  Deputy  Commissary  General  Filder  to  the  Treasury,  that  the  Lieutenant  Ge- 
neral Commanding  has  ordered  fresh  meat  for  the  troaps  on  five  days  in  the  week ; 

15  November  1837      •---------.p.  92 

No.  40. — Letter  from  Deputy  Commissary  General  Filder  to  the  Treasury,  that  the  extra  issue  of 
fresh  meat  to  the  troops  at  Tobago  will  cease  on  21  December :  31  Jaquary  1838     p.  92 

No.  41.— Letter  from  the  Secretary  at  War  to  the  Treasury,  that  a  large  proportion  of  salt  meat  still 
continues  to  be  issued  to  the  troops  at  Bermuda,  and  urging  a  change  in  the  ration; 
31  May  1838 p.  93 

No.  42.— Letter  from  the  Treasury  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  in  reply ;  6  September  1838  -      p.  93 

N0.43.— Letter  from  the  Treasury  to  Assistant  Commissary  General  Bowers,  Bermuda,  as  to  the 

expediency  of  proposed  change  in  the  diet  of  the  troops,  and  desiring  him  to  report; 

6  September  1838      -.-.. "P*93 

No.  44,— -Letter  from  the  Secretary  at  War  to  the  Treasury,  further  respecting  issue  of  fresh  meat  to 

troops  at  Bermuda,  and  stating  effects  of  its  issue  at  other  stations;  26  October  1838. 

P-  93 
No.  45.— Letter  from  the  Secretary  at  War  to  the  Treasury,  further  respecting  issue  of  fresh  meat  to 

troops  at  Bermuda,  and  enclosing  Extract  from  Report  of  Medical  Officer,  Bermuda, 

as  to  injurious  effect  of  salt  ration;  10  May  1839  -        -        -        •        -        -p.  96 

No,  46. — Letter  from  the  Treasury  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  in  answer  to  th^  Letters  of  26  October 
1838,  and  10  May  1839;  and  enclosing  Letters  from  Sir  S.  Chapman  an4  Assistant 
Commissary  General  Bowers,  commanding  at  Bermuda,  and  the  Colonial  Secretary  of 
State,  on  the  subject p.  96 

No.  47.— Letter  from  Assistant  Commissary  General  Bowers,  Bermuda,  to  the  Treasury,  advising 
notice  of  termination  of  Mr.  Mussons  contract  for  fresh  meat;  4  September  1839 

p.  103 

No.  48.— Letter  from  the  Secretary  at  War  to  the  Treasury,  in  reply  to  Letter  of  23  January,  and 
enclosing  Reports  of  Medical  Officers  in  the  Bermudas  as  to  prejudicial  effiect  of  salt 
provisions;   12  February  1840      ..-. p^  10^ 

No.  49.-^Letter  from  the  Treasury  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  enclosing  copy  of  Minute  of  21  Fe- 
bruary, directing  incr^ued  issue  of  fresh  meat  to  troops  in  Bermuda,  and  calling  for  his 
opinion,  &c.;  25  February  1840 --p.  106 

No. 50.— Letter  from  the  Secretary  at  War  to  the  Treasury,  m  reply  to  last  Letter;  29  February 
1840 p.  106 

No.  51.— Letter  from  the  Treasury  to  Assistant  Commissary  General  Bowers,  Bermuda,  further 
respectingissueof  fresh  meat  to  the  troops;  11  March  1840   -        -,        ^        -r    p,  106 


Extracts  from  Medical  Reports. 


No.  1.— Extract  from  Annual  Report  of  Dr.  Bird,  Surgeon  to  the  Forces  at  the  Bahamas,  for  the 
year  1819  - P«  107 

No.  2. — Extract  from  Annual  Report  of  Staff  Surgeon  Watson,  respecting  state  of  Barracks,  for  1827 

p.  108 

No.  3.— Extract  from  Annual  Report  of  Surgeon  Richardson,  of  2d  West  India  Regimen^  for  1828 

p.  109 

No.  4. — Ditto    -    -    .ditto    -    -    ditto    -    -    for  1829 p.  109 

No.  5.— Ditto    -     -    ditto    -    -    ditto     -     -    for  1830 p.  109 

No.  6. — Ditto    -    -    ditto    -     -    ditto     -     -    for  1834 p.  110 

No.  7.— Ditto    -     -    ditto     -    -    ditto     -     -    for  1834        - P-lJQ 
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Correspondence  relating  to  the  Barracks  at  Nassau  and  Turks  Island. 


NASSAU. 


General  Order. 

Bahamas,  18  October  1836,  jj^  ^^ 

It  having  been  represented  to  the  lieutenant-colonel  commanding  that  the  two  lower 
rooms  in  Moss's  house  (the  officers'  barracks,  Fleming-square)  are  so  unhealthy,  as,  while 
they  would  answer  for  public  offices,  are  unfit  and  not  at  all  adapted  for  a  European  to 
sleep  in ;  the  lieutenant-colonel  is  therefore  pleased  to  direct,  that  a  board,  consisting  of 
the  principal  medical  officer  and  the  assistant-surgeon,  2d  West  India  re^ment,  the 
only  two  medical  officers  of  the  garrison,  will  assemble  on  Monday,  the  19th  instant,  and 
report  thereon.  By  commaBd, 

(signed)  J.  Potts,  a.  p.  a. 


General  Order. 

Bahamas,  24  October  1835. 
In  consequence  of  a  communication  from  the  respective  officers  at  this  station,  the  No.  2. 

commandant  is  pleased  to  direct,  that,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  master-general  and 
honourable  Board  of  Ordnance  is  had,  the  two  rooms  in  Moss's  house,  Fleming-square, 
will  be  occupied  as  offices  by  the  adjutant  and  the  paymaster,  2d  West  India  regiment 

By  command, 

(signed)  J.  Potts,  a.  p.  a. 


Sir,  Treasury  Chambers,  10  March  1836. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Lords  Oommissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury,  to  transmit,  for 
the  information  of  tne  master-£;eneral  and  Board  of  Ordnance,  copy  of  the  general  orders 
of  the  ISth  and  24th  October  last,  issued  at  the  Bahamas,  respecting  the  appropriation  of 
the  two  lower  roams  in  the  officers'  barracks  in  Fleming-square,  as  offices  for  tne  paymaster 
and  adjutant  of  the  2d  West  India  regiment,  and  to  request  that  My  Lords  may  be 
informed  whether  by  this  arrangement  any  additional  charge  for  officers'  lodging-^money 
at  the  Bahamas  will  be  thrown  upon  the  public.  I  am  at  the  same  time  to  observe,  that, 
althousch  by  the  Ordnance  general  order  of  16  July  1833,  paymasters  are  allowed  to  be 
accommodated  with  a  room  in  barracks  for  an  office,  so  long  as  it  does  not  interfere  with 
or  diminish  the  accommodation  of  regimental  officers*  My  Lords  are  not  aware  of  any 
regulation  by  which  this  indulgence  has  been  extended  to  regimental  adjutants. 

I  am,  &c. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Ordni^ce.  (signed)  A.  Y.  Spearman. 


Sir,  Office  of  Ordnance,  21  March  1836,    (T.— 26.) 

HAYiNa  laid  before  the  Board  of  Ordnance  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  respecting  No.  4* 

two  lower  rooms  in  the  officers'  barracks  in  Fleming-souare,  at  the  Bahamas : 

I  have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  tne  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Ma- 

i'esty's  Treasury,  that  a  communication  was  received  from  the  respective  officers  at  the 
Bahamas,  dated  24th  October  last,  on  this  subject,  b^  which  it  appears,  t^at  a  medical 
board  was  convened  on  22d  of  that  month,  to  examme  and  report  on  these  rooms,  as 
regarded  their  fitness  for  quarters,  the  members  of  which,  after  an  experience  of  five  years  in 
the  country,  represent  the  southerly  room  to  have  been  detrimental  to  the  health  of  every 
officer  who  has  been  quartered  in  it,  being  on  a  level  with  the  street,  where,  from  bein^  too 
low,  the  water  lodges  after  rain :  they  consider  all  rooms  on  ground-floors  objectionable  in 
that  climate  from  the  miasmata  which  arise  from  the  soil,  close  to  the  human  frame,  being 
respired  in  a  very  undiluted  state ;  and  they  ftirther  represent,  that  many  officers  have  pre- 
ferred hiring  lodgings  at  their  own  expense,  rather  than  incur  the  daneer  of  sleeping  in  the 
room  in  question :  under  these  circumstances  the  board  have  approv^  of  this  room  being 
appropriated  as  an  office. 

In  reference  to  the  other  room,  it  is  represented  to  have  a  cellar  underneath,  which,  when 
kept  clean  and  properly  ventilated,  in  a  great  measure  does  away  with  the  objections  above 
mentioned ;  the  Doard  have,  therefore,  ordered  this  service  to  be  properly  attended  to,  and 
hope  the  room  will  be  available  for  an  officer's  quarter,  whenever  it  may  be  required. 
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I  am  also  to  acquaint  you,  the  officers'  quarters  at  Fleming-square  are  constructed  for  six 
officers,  and  that,  by  the  last  return  received  (dated  30th  June  1835),  they  appear  to  have 
been  occupied  by  that  number ;  but  as  lodging-money  to  officers  at  foreign  stations,  for  whom 
there  may  not  be  barrack  accommodation,  is  not  defrayed  by  this  department  but  by  the 
Commissariat,  upon  the  authority,  it  is  presumed,  of  the  officer  in  command  of  the  troops, 
as  circumstances  may  render  necessary,  according  to  the  strength  of  the  garrison,  the  board 
are  unable  to  afford  any  information,  whether  the  public  has  been,  or  is  likely  to  be  here- 
after, put  to  any  expense  on  that  account,  by  the  appropriation  of  the  quarters  as  offices. 

I  am  to  add,  the  board  are  not  aware  of  there  being  any  regulation  granting  offices  to 
regimental  adjutants. 

1  have,  &c. 

A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.  &c.  &c.  &c.  (signed)  i?.  By  ham. 

Treasury. 


No.  5.  Sir^  Treasury  Chambers,  21  April  1836. 

I  AM  commanded  by  the  Lords  Commisslioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  to  acquaint  you, 
that  having  observed  by  the  general  orders,  published  at  the  Bahamas,  on  the  18th  and  24th 
October  last,  tliat  the  two  lower  rooms  of  the  officers'  barracks,  in  Fleming-square,  had  been 
considered  as  unfit  to  be  occupied  as  quarters  on  account  of  their  unhealthiness,  and  had 
therefore  been  appropriated  as  offices  for  the  adjutant  and  paymaster  of  the  2d  West  India 
regiment,  their  Loidships  communicated  with  the  Board  of  Ordnance  on  the  subject,  and 
have  been  informed,  that  although  the  southerly  room  is  not  proper  to  be  occupied  as  an 
officer's  quarter,  yet  that  the  other  room,  having  a  cellar  underneath,  would,  if  kept  clean 
and  properly  ventilated,  be  available  for  that  purpose,  and  that  the  Board  of  Ordnance  have 
ordered  that  service  to  be  properly  attended  to. 

My  Lords,  therefore,  desire  that  no  unnecessary  issue  of  lodging-money  may  take  place 
after  the  completion  of  the  intended  alterations,  upon  the  plea  of  the  non-occupation  of  that 
room  as  an  officer's  Quarter. 

With  regard  to  tne  appropriation  of  the  southerly  room  as  an  office.  My  Lords  see  no 
objection  to  its  being  made  available  for  that  purpose  for  the  paymaster  of  the  2d  West 
India  regiment,  inasmuch  as  tlie  regulations  admit  of  his  being  allowed  such  accommo- 
dation in  barracks,  when  it  does  not  interfere  with  that  of  the  regimental  officers ;  but  as 
regimental  adjutants  are  not  by  any  regulations  entitled  to  such  accommodation,  My  Lords 
desire  that  the  adjutant  of  the  2d  West'  India  regiment  may  be  called  upon  to  vacate 
the  quarter  occupied  by  him  as  an  office. 

I  am,  &c. 

The  Officer  commanding  at  the  Bahamas.  (signed)  F.  Baring. 

Garrison  Order. 

Bahamas,  10  January  1836. 
No.  6  a.  a  medical  board,  consisting  of  Staff-surgeon  Stewart,  Surgeon  Richardson,  and  Assist- 

ant-surgeon Wilson,  2d  West  India  regiment,  will  assemble  at  the  temporary  barracks, 
near  Fort  Charlotte,  on  Monday  next,  at  any  hour  which  may  not  interfere  with  their  other 
medical  duties,  to  report  on  their  state  and  efficiency  as  concerns  the  health  of  the  troops 
occupying  them. 

By  command, 

(signed)        John  Potts,  Acting  Fort  Adjutant. 


Bahamas,  12  January  1836. 
No.  6  b.  In  pursuance  to  the  garrison  order  of  the  If'th  instant,  the  board,  having  assembled, 

proceeded  to  the  investigation  of  the  matter  therein  referred  to,  and  find,  that,  from  the  con- 
struction of  the  hut  barracks,  a  space  of  about  a  foot  is  left  open  between  the  upper  level 
of  the  side  walls  on  each  side  and  the  covered  roofing,  through  which  space  the  men  com- 
plain that  when  the  wind  blows  in  either  direction  the  rain  or  storm  is  severely  felt ;  that 
the  roof  itself,  formed  of  palmetto  leaf  thatching,  does  not  afford  sufficient  protection  from 
rain,  and  that  the  weather-boards,  being  in  many  places  unsound  and  slight  for  the  building, 
do  not  sufficiently  resist  the  cold  wind  or  humid  atmosphere. 

That  the  cause  of  the  roof  leaking  appears  to  arise  from  an  angle  formed  by  the  additional 
roofing  of  the  piazza  joining  the  principal  roof  about  a  foot  higher  than  the  side  wall,  which 
occasions  an  interruption  to  the  free  descent  of  the  water,  causing  it  therefore  to  find  its  way 
through  into  the  rooms.  The  board  therefore  beg  leave  to  suggest,  as  a  remedy  for  the 
above,  that  the  open  space  between  the  roof  and  the  side  walls  be  closed  up,  and  that  the 
roof  of  the  piazza  be  so  re-constructed  as  to  leave  an  uninterrupted  descent  to  the  rain,  and 
that  each  end  of  the  huts,  now  composed  of  weather-boarding,  have  a  lining  inside,  so  us 
to  prevent  the  admission  of  wind  and  rain ;  and  the  board  do  further  recommend  that  dur- 
ing the  cold  season,  and  until  the  defects  are  remedied,  the  men  occupying  these  temporary 
barracks  be  provided  with  an  additional  blanket  each. 

(signed)        Alexander  Stewart,  Surgeon  to  the  Forces. 
John  Richardson,  Surgeon  2d  W.  I.  Reg^ 
John  Wilson,  Assist.-surgeon  2d  W.  I.  Reg*. 
(A  true  copy.) 
^signed)        W.  B.  Nicolls,  Lieut.-col.  Commanding. 

My 
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My  Lord,  Army  Medical  Department,  4  April  1836. 

1  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward,  for  the  information  of  the  general  commanding  in  chief,  a  No.  6  c. 

copy  of  the  proceedings  of  a  medical  board  assembled  at  the  temporary  barracks  in  the  Ba- 
hamas, reporting  their  mefficient  state,  as  concerns  the  health  of  tne  troops  occupying  them, 
and  beg  leave  earnestly  to  recommend  that  steps  may  be  taken  for  their  being  repaired. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)        J.  M'Grigor,  Director-general. 
Major-general  Lord  Fitzroy  Somerset, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


Sir,  Horse  Guards,  11  April  1836.  No.  7. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  general  commanding  in  chief,  to  transmit  to  you,  to  be  laid  before 
the  master-general  and  Board  of  Ordnance,  copies  of  a  letter  from  Sir  James  M'Grigor, 
and  of  the  accompanying  proceedings  of  a  medical  board  assembled  at  the  temporary 
barracks  in  the  Bahamas,  reporting  their  inefficient  state  as  concerns  the  health  of  the 
troops  occupying  them ;  and  1  am  to  request  that  you  will  recommend  the  early  attention  of 
the  master-general  and  board  to  the  representation. 

I  have,  &c. 

R.  Byham,  Esq.,  8ic.  &c.  &c.  (signed)  Fitzroy  Somerset. 

My  Lord,  Office  of  Ordnance,  18  April  1836.    (LG.  F.— 199.)  j. 

Having  laid  before  the  Board  of  Ordnance  your  Lordship's  letter  of  11th  instant,  trans-  ^' 

mitting  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  a  medical  board  assembled  on  the  12th  January  last,   ^os^^ 
at  the  temporary  barracks  at  the  Bahamas,  which  reported  their  inefficient  state  as  concerns    .^.,^4  %l  ^^.,  ^ 
the  health  of  the  troops  occupying  them :  — 2^^ 

I  have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  general  commanding  in  chief,  that 
authority  has  been  given  to  the  respective  officers  of  the  Ordnance  at  that  station  to  make 
forthwith  such  of  the  alterations  proposed  by  the  medical  board  as  the  officer  in  command 
may  deem  necessary.  ^  I  have,  &c. 

(signed)  B.  Byham. 

Major-general  Lord  Fitzroy  Somerset,  k.c.b. 
&c.  &c.  &c..  Horse  Guards. 


c. 


Gentlemen,  Office  of  Ordnance,  18  April  1836.    (I.  G.  R— 199.) 

The  Board  of  Ordnance  having  had  their  attention  called  by  the  general  commanding  No.  b. 

in  chief  to  the  proceedings  of  a  medical  board  assembled  on  the  12th  January  last,  at  the 
temporary  barracks  in  the  Bahamas,  reporting  their  inefficient  state  as  concerns  the  health 
.  of  tne  troops  occupying  them : 

I  have  tneir  commands  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  same ;  and  as  the  health  of  the  troops 
in  colonial  service  is  of  paramount  importance,  I  am  to  notify  to  you  their  authority  to  make 
forthwith  such  of  the  alterations  proposed  by  the  medical  board  as  the  officer  in  command 
may  deem  necessary. 

A  report  has  been  called  for  from  the  commanding  royal  engineer,  upon  the  state  of  the 
temporary  barracks,  which  is  not  to  interfere,  however,  with  your  actmg  upon  this  order 
immediately  upon  its  arrival,  and  you  will  report  your  proceedmgs  hereon  for  the  board's 
information.  ^         Iam,&c. 

(signed)  R.  Byham. 

The  respective  Officers  of  Ordnance,  Bahamas. 

Sir,  Office  of  Ordnance,  26  July  1836.    (L  G.  R— 384.) 

The  Board  of  Ordnance  having  sanctioned  an  expense  of  32/.  16*.  6d.  incurred  by  ^^'  ^^' 

their  officers  at  the  Bahamas  for  the  repair  of  the  temporary  barracks,  which  were  provided 
in  1833-4,  in  the  expectation  that  the  garrison  would  be  reduced,  or  permanent  accommo- 
dation built : 

I  have  the  honour,  by  command  of  the  board,  to  communicate  the  same  to  you  for  the 
'  information  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies ;  and  in  adverting  to  Lord  Aberdeen's 
letter  of  the  17th  March,  and  to  the  communications  from  this  department  of  the  8th  May 
and  6th  July  1835,  I  am  to  request  you  will  move  Lord  Glenelg  to  favour  the  board  with 
information  as  to  the  strength  of  the  garrison  intended  to  be  kept  up  at  the  Bahamas,  in 
order  that  a  determination  may  be  come  to  as  to  the  construction  of  a  permanent  barrack 
in  lieu  of  the  present  temporary  buildings,  which  will  cause  much  expense  to  repair,  and  are 
ill  adapted  to  the  troops. 

I  am  to  add,  that  tnese  buildings  cost  212/.,  and  it  was  anticipated  that  they  might  last 
four  or  five  years.  I  have,  &c. 

J.  Stephen,  Esq.,  &c.  &c.  8ic.  (signed)        B.  Byham, 

CJolonial  Office. 
154.  A  Extract 
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Extract  from  Mr.  Byham^Q  Letter,  dated  8th  May  1835  (M.  G. — 130),  addressed  to 
jR.  W.  Hayy  Esq.,  Colonial  Office,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  Ban-acks  at  the  Bahamas. 

No.  11.  "  Having  submitted  to  the  master-general  and  Board  of  Ordnance  your  letter  of  the 

17th  March,  with  its  accompanying  communication  from  the  Horse  Guards,  dated 
13th  February,  embodying  the  result  of  inquiries  which  the  general  commanding  in  chief 
had  instituted  on  the  subject  of  barrack  accommodation  in  the  colonies,  and  the  master- 
general  and  board  having  called  upon  the  inspector-general  of  fortifications  for  a  report  on 
the  proceedings  to  be  taken  with  reference  to  the  whole  question,  viz. — 

'^  1st.  With  regard  to  the  dilapidated  and  abandoned  buildings; 

"  2d.   As  to  the  preservation  of  those  to  be  maintained ; 

'^  3d.   As  to  the  construction  of  additional  barracks  at  Barbados; 

"  In  now  transmitting  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  a  copy  of  the 
reply  received  from  Major-general  Sir  F.  Mulcaster,  I  have  it  in  command  to  communicate 
the  following  observations  and  orders  which  have  been  given  by  the  master-general  and 
board  on  the  suggestions  offered. 

'^  Bahamas. 

"  The  observations  offered  on  this  station  have  been  approved,  and  an  immediate  report 
has  been  called  for  from  the  respective  officers,  with  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the  old  mate- 
rials at  Fort  Charlotte." 


No,  14. 


Extract  from  so  much  of  the  Report  of  the  Inspector-general  of  Fortifications  on  the 
subject  of  Barrack  Accommodation  in  the  Colonies,  dated  10th  April  1835,  as  relates 
to  the  Barracks  at  the  Bahamas. 

"  Bahamas. 

jjq  22  "  The  necessity  of  building  another  barrack  at  Nassau,  to  correspond  with  the  one  for 

200  men  which  was  constructed  in  1829,  has  been  frequently  urged,  but  the  measure  as 
frequently  postponed;  and  I  have  no  distinct  information  as  to  the  extent  of  accommodation 
which  is  required  for  this  station.  But  presuming  that  the  temporaiy  barracks  lately  con- 
structed for  88  men  will  at  present  sufficiently  compensate  for  the  abandonment  of  Fort 
Charlotte,  I  submit  that  the  respective  officers  should  be  directed  to  report  their  opinion  as 
to  the  proper  means  of  disposing  of  the  old  materials  at  that  post. 

"  The  oth^r  barracks  and  buildings  will  be  preserved  by  the  usual  repairs  provided  for  in 
the  annual  estimates ;  and  I  propose  calling  for  a  report  and  estimate  for  restoring  the  staff- 
serjeant's  quarter  and  orderly-room,  if  that  accommodation  cannot  be  otherwise  obtained  m 
existing  buildings.*' 

Sir,  Office  of  Ordnance,  6  July  1835.     (M.  G.— 193.) 

No.  13.  The  master-general  and  Board  of  Ordnance  having  received  fi'om  their  officers  at  the 

Bahamas  a  con^espondence,  from  which  it  appears  that,  on  the  requisition  of  the  commandant, 
an  expense  of  21 Z.  15^.  3rf.  had  been  incurred  in  providing  barrack  accommodation  for 
64  men  of  the  2d  West  India  regiment,  expected  to  arrive  from  Honduras : 

I  am  commanded  to  communicate  the  same  to  you  for  the  information  of  his  Lordship  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  with  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  8th  May  last  (M.  G. — • 
130),  in  which  the  question  of  barrack  accommodation  at  the  Bahamas  is  specially  alluded 
to ;  and  I  have  the  honour  to  signify  the  request  of  the  master-general  and  board,  that 
Lord  Glenelg  will  favour  them  with  information  at  an  early  period  as  to  any  extension  of 
barracks  which  may  be  deemed  necessary  at  the  foreign  stations,  in  order  that  the  decision 
of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  may  be  obtained  in  regard  to  the  mode  of  providing  for  the 
expense  before  the  Parliamentary  estimates  for  next  year  are  prepared. 

I  have,  8lc. 

R.  W.  Hay,  Esq.,  &c.  &c.  4:c.  (signed)         R.  Byham. 

Colonial  Office. 


Sir,  War  Office,  4  January  1 837. 

I  AM  directed  to  transmit  herewith  extracts  from  two  letters  addressed  by  Colonel  Cole- 
brooke,  the  Lieutenant-governor  of  the  Bahamas,  to  the  Right  honourable  Lord  Glenelg, 
upon  the  state  and  situation  of  the  barracks  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  and  to  request  that 
you  will  submit  to  the  master-general  and  Board  of  Ordnance  that  a  copy  of  these  com- 
munications may  be  sent  to  the  officers  of  the  Ordnance  Department  in  the  Bahamas,  and 
that  they  be  desired  to  put  themselves  in  communication  with  Colonel  Colebrooke,  and  to 
transmit  a  report  upon  the  mode  which  it  may  be  most  expedient  to  adopt  for  providing 
barrack  accommodation  for  the  troops  to  be  stationed  in  the  Bahamas. 

1  have,  &c. 

R.  Byham,  Esq.,  &c.  &c.  &c.  (signed)         L.  Sulivan. 
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ExTBACT  of  a  Despatch  from  Colonel  Colebrooke^  dated  Government  House,  Bahamas, 
16  June  1836,  to  the  Right  honourable  the  Lord  Glenelg,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

**  As  the  temjjorary  barracks  erected  at  Nassau  are  considerably  out  of  repair,  and  as  the  No.  15. 

expense  of  providing  for  the  accommodation  of  the  garrison  will  thus  again  have  to  be 
incurred,  it  is  important  at  this  time  to  decide  upon  those  arrangements  ;  and  I  am  prepared 
to  recommend,  that,  instead  of  incurring  any  further  expense  for  barracks  in  New  Provi^nce, 
a  part  of  the  troops  may  be  established  at  out-posts,  and  that  temporary  barracks  may  be 
erected  at  the  stations  to  be  appointed  for  them,  and  which  will  be  selected  where  the  inters 
course  of  Americans  and  other  foreigners  is  most  frequent." 


Extract  of  a  Despatch  from  Lieutenant-colonel  W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke,  dated  Govern- 
ment House,  Bahamas,  31  October  1836,  to  the  Right  honourable  the  Lord  Glenelg, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

"  Nassau  is  the  only  military  station,  with  the  exception  of  the  Turk's  Islands ;  and  I  am  No.  1«. 

of  opinion  that  the  garrison,  whether  European  or  African,  ought  not  to  be  quartered  so 
immediately  within  the  town ;  indeed  it  is  not  improbable  uat  the  inhabitants  may  be 
induced  to  represent  the  inconvenience  attending  it ;  but  of  the  troops  so  quartered  in  the 
iron  barracks  near  the  harbour,  and  a  part  in  the  temporary  buildings  erected  at  Voti 
Charlotte,  these  latter  are  in  a  dilapidatea  state,  and  the  situation  is  decidedly  insalubrious, 
I  should  therefore  not  recommend  any  repairs  being  applied  to  them. 

**  There  is  a  tract  of  Crown  land  situated  on  the  northern  side  of  Fort  Fincastle,  to  the 
eastward ;  and  as  the  swamps  in  that  vicinity  are  now  effectually  reclaimed,  it  would  be  de- 
cidedly preferable  to  erect  a  barrack  in  that  position.  It  is  sufficiently  separated  from  the 
town  to  obviate  the  objection  which  applies  to  the  situation  of  the  iron  barracks,  and  a 
barrack  might  be  erected  on  it  of  sufficient  dimensions  to  afford  accommodation  for  all  the 
troops  in  gairison. 

''  It  is  not  improbable  that,  with  the  increase  of  commerce,  the  inhabitants  may  de- 
sire to  purchase  the  iron  barracks  for  conversion  into  public  stores  and  offices,  which  are 
much  required,  and  for  which  they  are  advantageously  situated,  or  to  erect  at  their  expense 
a  suitable  barrack  for  the  troops  in  another  situation.*' 


Sir,  Office  of  Ordnance,  6  January  1837.— (W.  I.) 

1h  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  respecting  the  state  and  situation  of  the  bar-  ^ 

racks  at  Nassau,  New  Providence :  J>*o.  17. 

1  have  the  honour,  by  command  of  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  to  acquaint  you  for  the  infor* 
mation  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  that  this  department  has  been  for  some  time  in  communica- 
tion with  the  Colonial  Secretary  of  State,  on  the  general  question  of  the  barrack  accommo- 
dation required  and  to  be  kept  up  for  the  King's  troops  in  the  colonies ;  and  his  Lordship 
having  signified  on  the  3d  of  August,  that  when  he  shall  have  received  the  reports  he  had 
callecffor  from  the  different  civil  and  military  functionaries,  and  shall,  in  concurrence  with 
the  military  authorities  in  this  country,  have  determined  on  the  amount  of  military  force 
which  the  safety  of  the  colonies  shall  require,  he  would  be  prepared  to  enter  upon  the  ques- 
tion, the  board  now  wait  his  Lordship's  decision,  prior  to  any  orders  being  given,  either 
as  regards  the  Bahamas  or  other  foreign  stations. 

I  have,  &c* 

L.  Sulivan,  Esq.,  &c.  Scc.  &c»  (signed)        R.  Byhanu 


Sir,  Treasury  Chambers,  31  January  1837. 

I  AH  commanded  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury,  to  transmit  j?^  «^ 

copies  of  a  letter  from  the  officer  commanding  the  2d  West  India  regiment,  and  of  the 
application  enclosed  therein,  from  two  officers  of  that  corps,  to  be  allowed  a  larger  remune* 
latioD,  to  indemnify  themselves  for  the  expense  of  hiring  lodgings,  in  consequence  of  the 
want  of  barrack  accommodation,  and  the  alleged  high  rate  at  which  houses  are  let  at  Nassau, 
in  Mew  Providence,  in  order  that  they  may  be  submitted  for  the  consideration  and  report  of 
the  master-general  and  Board  of  Ordnance,  as  to  the  actual  state  of  occupation  of  the  bar- 
racks and  public  quarters  at  the  Bahamas. 

I  am  also  to  request  that  the  master-general  and  board  will  favour  My  Lords  with  their 
opinion  as  to  the  advisability,  in  case  they  should  find  that  there  is  really  a  deficiency  of 
public  quarters,  of  hiring  a  house  for  the  reception  of  those  officers  who  cannot  be  accom^ 
modated  in  public  buildings,  instead  of  issuing  lodging-money  to  them. 

I  am,  &c. 
Secretary  of  Ordnance.  (signed)  A.  Y.  Spearman* 


My  Lords,  Nassau,  Bahamas,  1  November  183«. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  a  communication  this  day  received  from  Captains  Mends  ]yo.  lf# 

and   Allen,  of  the  2d  West  India  regiment;   what  they  set  forth  therein  1  can  with  an 
honest  conscience  assert  to  be  the  fact ;  and  I  regret  tp.  say  all  the  officers  in  lodgings  have 
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to  pay  considerably  more  than  the  authorized  lodging-money^    even  for  very  indifferent 
accommodation. 

If,  therefore,  they  can  be  granted  a  further  allowance,  which  is  absolutely  necessary, 
I  bee  with  all  dutiful  respect  to  recommend  to  your  Lordships'  favourable  consideration 
an  addition  of  four  dollars  a  month  to  each  rank :'  having  a  property  of  my  own  here,  I  do 
not  include  myself. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  My  Lords, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
(signed)         W.  B.  Nicolls,  Lieut-col.  2d  W.  L  R^^ 
The  Lords  Commissioners  of  Coms  in  the  Bahamas. 

His  Majesty's  Treasury. 


Sir,  Nassau,  New  Providence,  1  November  1836. 

No.  20.  We  beg  to  bring  under  your  notice  the  privation  we  have  been  subjected  to  since  our 

arrival  at  this  station,  owing  to  want  of  quarters  for  officers  of  our  rank  in  barracks,  and  the 
total  insuflSciency  of  the  allowance  granted  in  lieu  thereof  to  procure  lodgings  fit  for  the 
accommodation  of  a  gentleman.  We  are  both  at  present  under  the  necessity  of  occupying 
a  single  bed-room,  which  we  assure  you  we  consider  much  inferior  to  an  English  stable,  in 
point  of  comfort,  situation  and  repair,  and  have  no  prospect  of  being  better  lodged,  except- 
mg  at  an  expense  of  double  the  allowance  granted  to  us. 

We  are  aware  several  other  officers  of  the  regiment  are  at  this  moment  similarly  situated, 
and  very  respectfully  submit  to  your  consideration  the  propriety  of  representing  the  case  to 
the  proper  authorities,  in  the  hope  that  they  will  be  considerate  enough  to  afford  such 
officers  as  cannot  be  accommodated  in  barracks  the  means  of  procuring  decent  and 
respectable  lodgings. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servants, 
(signed)  Herb^  Mends,  Capt«»  2d  W.  L  R^t. 

Lieut-col.  NicoUs,  J.  Allen,  Capf*  2d  W.  L  Reg*. 

Com8  2d  W.  L  Regt. 


Gentlemen,  Treasury  Chambers,  25  May  1837. 

No.  21.  I  ^M  commanded  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury  to  transmit 

herewith,  for  your  consideration  and  early  report,  as  to  the  grant  of  additional  lodging- 
money  to  the  officers  at  the  Bahamas,  copy  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant-colonel  Nicolls, 
dated  Bahamas,  1  November  last,  enclosing  a  communication  received  from  Captains  Mends 
and  Allen  of  the  2d  West  India  regiment,  soliciting  an  increase  of  lodging  allowance ;  and  I 
am  at  the  same  time  to  acquaint  y6u,  that,  from  a  communication  received  from  the  Board 
of  Ordnance,  it  would  seem  that  there  is  great  difficulty  in  hiring  a  house  at  the  station  to 
serve  as  public  quarters  for  the  officers,  and  that  it  is  probable  Uiat  barracks  for  their  ac- 
commodation cannot  be  constructed  for  some  time. 

I  am,  8cc. 
Commissioners  of  Audit.  (signed)        A.  Y.  Spearman* 


Sir,  Office  of  Ordnance,  29  March  1837.    (M.  G.— 123.) 

No*  22.  Haying  laid  before  the  master-general  and  Board  of  Ordnance  your  letter  of  the  3l8t 

January,  and  its  enclosures,  respecting  the  barrack  accommodation  at  the  Bahamas,  I  have 
the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Trea- 
sury, that  the  master-general  and  board  have  thought  it  advisable  to  go  into  the  general 
question  of  the  barrack  accommodation  at  that  station ;  and  I  beg  to  enclose,  for  their  Lord* 
snips'  information,  a  precis,  which  has  been  accordingly  drawn  up. 

It  appears  to  the  master-general  and  board  desirable  they  should  be  favoured  with  early 
information  of  the  strength  of  the  garrison  intended  to  be  permanently  stationed  at  the 
Bahamas ;  and  they  beg  to  suggest,  with  reference  to  the  proposal  made  in  your  letter  of  the 
31st  January,  whether  on  account  of  the  high  rent,  and  the  difficulty  of  hiring  houses  at  the 
Bahamas,  and  until  the  arrangements  for  providing  barrack  accommodation  shall  be  settled, 
it  would  not  be  advisable  to  accede  to  the  application  of  the  officers  of  the  2d  West  India 
regiment,  for  an  addition  to  their  lodging  allowance. 

I  have  &c 
A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.,  &c.  &c.  &c.  ' 

Treasury.  (signed)  S,  Byham. 


Memorandum  relating  to  the  Barrack  Accommodation  at  the  Bahamas. 

No.  23.  !•  A  PROPOSITION  having  been  made  in  the  Treasury  letter  of  the  31st  ult.,  for  hiring  at 

the  Bahamas  a  house,  to  be  appropriated  as  officers'  quarters,  the  opportunity  is  taken  of 
bringing  under  the  notice  of  tte  master-general  and  board  the  whole  question  of  the 
barrack  accommodation  at  this  colony. 

^  2.  In 
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2.  In  the  barracks  which  formerly  existed  at  Fort  Charlotte,  and  which  were  built  in 

1792,  there  was  accommodation  for  32  officers  and  760  men;  and  in  1824,  on  account  of  the  ig^^. 

unheadthiness  of  the'  situation  and  the  decayed  state  of  the  building,  the  consti'uctiou  was 
reduced  to  14  officers  and  300  men;  and  in  1826,  after  communication  with  the  comn\ander-  1825. 

in-cbiefy  it  was  decided  to  build  a  barrack  at  Nasi^u  for  200  men,  and  to  leave  for  future 
consideration  the  subject  of  providing  further  accommodation  to  the  extent  of  400  men. 

3.  The  barrack  at  Nassau  was  completed,  in  1827-8,  at  an  expense  of  10,445/.  1828. 

4.  In  1828-9,  with  the  view  of  providing  quarters  for  officers,  Dunmore-house  was  pur-  1829. 
chased  and  fitted  up  to  accommodate  13,  at  an  expense  of  4,387/. 

5.  This  house  was  subsequently  appropriated,  and  is  now  used  as  an  hospital,  and  will 
contain  52  patients. 

6.  The  extreme  unhealthiness  of  the  old  barracks  at  Foit  Charlotte  continuing  to  be 
urged  by  the  Governor,  and  by  the  commanding  and  medical  officers,  and  (he  buildings  not 
being  considered  worth  the  expense  annually  incurred  to  keep  them  in  repair,  the  Ordnance, 

in  1830,  took  into  their  consideration  a  proposition,  strongly  recommended  by  the  then,  1830. 

Governor,  Sir  J.  Cannichael  Smith,  for  abandoning  the  old  barrack,  and  constructing  a  new 
one  to  accommodate  200  men,  for  which  latter  object  Sir  J.  C.  Smith  caused  to  be  prepared, 
by  the  commanding  engineer,  plans  and  estimates  amounting  to  12,782/. 

7.  In  1831  the  Ordnance  entered  into  a  correspondence  with  the  general  commanding  1831. 
in  chief  on  this  subject,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the  strength  of  the  garrison  to  be  kept 

up  at  the  Bahamas;  and  from  which  it  appeared  that  Irom  1826  to  1830  the  number  of 
troops  stationed  there  had  averaged  480;  and  the  general  commanding  expressed  an 
opinion,  that  "it  was  not  advisable  to  reduce  the  barrack  acconiraodation  below  that 
number."  The  construction  of  a  barrack,  however,  was  postponed,  in  1831,  for  want  of 
funds. 

8.  In  3  832  a  report,  dated  the  4th  of  July,  was  received  from  the  commanding  engineer,  1832. 
representing  the  old  barracks  to  be  in  so  decayed  a  state  as  to  be  liable  to  be  blown  down, 

and  that  the  lives  of  the  troops  (consisting  of  four  officers  and  260  men,  for  whom  there  was 
no  other  accommodation)  were  absolutely  endangered  by  their  continuing  to  occupy 
them. 

9.  The  commanding  engineer  at  the  same  time  recommended  the  immediate  erection  of 
another  barrack  for  200  men,  according  to  the  estimate  already  furnished,  amounting  to 
12,782  /. ;  and  the  inspector-general  of  fortifications,  in  forwarding:  the  engineer's  report, 
with  its  accompanying  plans,  called  the  early  attention  of  the  master-general  and  board  to 
the  subject,  and  suggested,  if  the  sanction  of  the  Treasury  could  be  obtained,  that  the  build- 
ing should  be  commenced  in  the  spring  of  1833. 

10.  It  waB,  however,  deemed  unadvisable,  "  in  the  then  circumstances  of  the  country," 
to  erect  the  proposed  barrack;  and  it  seems  from  the  correspondence  to  have  been  the  iuten- 
tion.  of  the  n^aster-general  to  consult  his  Majesty's  Government  on  the  subject,  and  to 
ascertain  whether  the  garrison  was  or  was  not  to  be  diminished.  For  this  purpose  a  precis 
of  the  whole  case  was  called  for,  and  furnished  to  the  master-general  on  the  24th  01  Sep- 
tember 1832. 

11.  From  this  time  until  November  of  the  following  year  no  further  steps  appear  to  have 
been  taken  in  the  business. 

12.  On  the  6th  November  1833  the  Colonial  Secretary  of  State  forwarded  a  letter  from 
Lieutenant-governor  Balfour,  representing  the  old  barracks  as  "  so  ruinous  that  no  officer 
was  allowed  to  reside  there ;  that  every  high  wind  threatened  the  lives  of  200  men,  for 
whom  there  was  no  other  accommodation ;  that  the  building  had  been  condemned  more 
than  once,  but  no  final  instructions  on  the  subject  had  been  sent  out  by  the  Board  of  * 
Ordnance,  and  that  these  remarks  were  offered,  lest  by  his  silence  he  should  be  in  any  way 
accessory  to  the  not  improbable  fate  which  hung  over  the  unfortunate  men  quartered  m  the 
barracks/' 

13.  llie  Lieutenant-governor  then  urged  the  necessity,  either  for  the  "  erection  of  another 
berrack  for  200  men,  or  for  the  hire  of  a  house  to  receive  them ;"  and  he  added,  that  "  the 
latter  appeared  to  be  the  more  preferable  of  the  two ;  for,  after  the  .slave  question  should  be 
arranged,  he  was  confident  the  force  at  the  Bahamas  might  be  safely  reduced  within  the 
limits  the  other  Ordnance  buildings  were  capable  of  holding." 

14.  In  consequence  of  this  appeal,  the  Ordnance,  on  the  15th  November  1833,  gave  1833. 
orders  for  the  old  barracks  at  Fort  Charlotte  to  be  forthwith  taken  down  ;  for  the  hire  of 
accommodation  for  the  troops  occupying  them ;  and  for  the  revision  of  the  plans  and 
estimates  furnished  in  1 832  for  a  new  barrack  for  200  men,  '*  with  a  view  to  a  consider- 
able reduction  of  the  expense ;"  and  the  Secretary  of  State  was  apprised  of  the  measures 
adopted. 

15.  In  May  1834  a  report,  dated  the  20th  March,  was  received,  through  the  inspector-  May  1834. 
general  of  fortifications,  from  the  commanding  engineer,  stating  that,  "  after  several  days* 

search,  it  was  ascertained  that  no  buildings  could  be  hired  for  the  troops ;  that  the  rainy 
season  would  shortly  set  in ;  and  that,  considering  the  very  ruinous  ana  unhealthy  state  of 
Fort  Charlotte  barracks,  and  the  necessity  of  obtaming,  without  loss  of  time,  other  cover  for 
the  men,  he  had,  with  the  approval  of  the  officer  commanding  and  the  respective  officers, 
deemed  it  advisable,  instead  of  attempting  again  to  patch  up  the  old  barracks,  to  take  them 
down,  and  with  part  of  the  materials  to  construct  temporaiy  but  serviceable  buildings  for 
the  number  of  men  occupying  those  barracks." 

16.  Quarters  for  180  men  were  accordingly  obtained  in  this  manner,  at  an  expense  of 
about  212/.,  and  the  commanding  engineer  at  the  same  time  stated  that  these  temporary 
buildings  would  '^  remain  good  for'four  orfive  years,  with  trifling  repairs,''  and  that,  firpm  the 

154.  B  very 
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very  high  price  of  house-reat  in  the  colony,  he  was  confident  accommodation  for  a  like 
tlttmber  of  men  (if  such  had  been  possible)  would  not  have  been  hired  at  so  low  a  rate  as 
the  expense  for  the  temporary  buildinffs,  and  that  discipline  was  more  likely  to  be  preserved 
than  when  men  are  quartered  in  small  numbers  in  different  parts  of  a  town. 

17.  With  regard  to  the  revised  plans,  called  for  by  the  order  of  the  16th  November  1833, 
'<  with  a  view  to  a  considerable  reduction  of  expense,''  the  commanding  engineer  asked, 
whether  the  number  of  200  men,  for  which  a  plan  and  estimate  for  a  barrack  had  bcKsn 
already  submitted,  was  to  be  reduced,  or  that  a  less  expensive  building  should  be  constructed 
for  that  number ;  and  the  engineer  further  observed,  that,  ^*  should  it  be  in  contemplatioB 
to  reduce  this  command  to  300,  little  or  no  further  accommodation  would  be  required 
laeyond  what  the  present  barrack  buildings  will  hold." 

18.  A  copy  of  this  report  from  the  commanding  engineer  was  forwarded  to  the  Colonial 
Secretary  or  State  on  the  19th  May  1834,  and  his  determination  was  requested  ^^  as  to  the 
future  strength  of  the  command,  and  what  further  barrack  accommodation  should  be 
provided." 

19.  In  July  1834  a  further  communication  from  the  commaxiding  engineer  was  received, 
reporting  the  completion  of  two  of  the  temporary  barracks,  and  the  progress  made  in 
a  third  ;  and  the  inspector-general  of  fortifications,  in  forwarding  it,  observed, ''  these  build- 
ings will  provide  for  the  garrison  of  Nassau  for  four  or  five  years,  which  would  give 
sufficient  time  for  the  erection  of  the  new  barrack  contemplated  bv  the  order  of  15th 
November  1883;"  but  before  the  revised  estimate  called  for  could  be  framed,  further 
instructions  were  required  in  reference  to  the  last  paragraph  of  the  commanding  engineer's 
letter  of  the  20th  March,  being  the  J  7th  paragraph  of  this  memorandum. 

20.  On  the  22d  July  the  Colonial  Secretary  of  State  was  furnished  with  the  substance  of 
this  report,  and  his  decision  was  again  requested  on  the  point  submitted  in  the  Ordnance 
letter  of  the  19th  May,  as  to  the  future  strength  of  the  garrison. 

March  1835.  21.  No  reply  was  received  to  either  of  these  letters;  but  on  the  i7th  March  1885,  the 

Secretary  of  otate  forwarded  a  communication  from  the  Horse  Guards,  dated  12th  February, 
embodying  the  result  of  inquiries  which  the  general  commandin^-in-chief  had  instituted 

'  with  rega^  to  the  barrack  accommodation  to  be  reduced  and  mamtained  in  the  differeirt 

colonies^  and  recommending  various  measures,  in  the  propriety  of  which  the  Secretary  of 
State  expressed  his  concurrence. 

22.  Tne  following  is  an  extract  from  the  report  from  the  Horse  Guards,  relating  to  the 
Bahamas : — 

^*  Fort  Charlotte  barrack  is  at  present  being  pulled  down,  and  temporary  barracks 
are  being  erected.  Fort  Nassau  barracks  and  Dunmore-house  cannot  be  dispensed 
with ;  and  so  limited  is  the  barrack  accommodation,  that  there  are  no  quarters  for 
the  seijeant-major,  and  no  regimental  orderly-room,  except  in  a  ruinous  and  condemned 
buildine,  inside  Fort  Nassau,  which  is  pervious  to  every  fall  of  rain,  and  from  which 
cause  there  is  constant  apprehension  of  losing  the  regimental  papers." 

23.  The  Secretary  of  State's  letter  and  its  enclosufes  were  referred  fo^  the  consideration 
of  the  inspector-general  of  fortifications,  who  on  the  10th  April*  1835  made  his  report,  and 
with  regard  to  Bahamas  observed  as  follows : — 

"  The  necessity  of  building  another  barrack  at  Nassau,  to  correspond  with  the  one 
for  200  men  which  was  constructed  in  1828,  has  been  frequently  urged,  but  the  mea- 
sure has  been  as  frequently  postponed,  and  I  have  no  distinct  information  as  to  the 
extent  of  accommodation  wnich  is  required  for  this  station ;  but  I  presume  that  the 
temporary  barrack  lately  constructed  will  at  present  sufficiently  compensate  for  the 
abandonment  of  Fort  Charlotte." 

24.  A  copy  of  the  report  from  the  inspector-general  of  fortifications  was  forwarded  to  the 
Secretary  ot  State  on  the  8th  May  1836,  and  the  concurrence  of  the  master-general  and 
board  was  expressed  in  the  observations  therein  offered ;  but  since  that  date  no  communica- 
tion has  passed  between  the  Colonial  Office  and  the  Ordnance  on  the  subject  of  the  strength 
of  the  garrison  to  be  in  future  kept  up  at  the  Bahamas. 

25.  it  is,  however,  necessary  that  the  Ordnance  should  be  furnished  with  specific  infoima- 
tion  on  this  point  without  loss  of  time. 

26.  The  temporary  barrack  for  180  men,  erected  early  in  1834,  it  was  stated  ''would 
2  Jane  1836.            remain  good  for  four  or  five  years ;"  but  in  a  report,  dated  the  2d  June  last,  from  the  acting 

barrack-master  (which  is  also  signed  by  the  officer  commanding  the  troops,  and  forwarded 
by  the  respective  officers),  they  are  represented  as  already  in  a  bad  state,  from  having  been 
originally  Duilt  of  old  materials,  and  aa  being  otherwise  inconvenient,  and  incapable,  from 
their  construction,  of  being  altered  for  the  better  accommodation  of  the  troops  ;  and  it  is 
added,  that,  ''should  the  garrison  be  kept  up  to  its  present  strength,  614  men,  it  will  be 
absolutely  necessary  that  some  permanent  barrack  be  built  to  accommodate  about  260  men, 
who  are  obliged  to  live  in  lodgings  and  in  these  temporary  barracks,^  and  the  respective 
officers  point  out  the  condemned  tort,  Nassau,  as  the  situation  proposed  for  erecting  a  new 
barrack. 
See  p.  7.  ^7.  Since  this  period,  the  enclosed  two  extracts  from  letters,,  dated  16th  June  and  31st 

October  last,  addressed  by  Colonel  Colebrooke,  the  present  Lieutenant-governor,  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  lu^ve  been  forwarded  to  the  Ordnance  by  the  Secretary  at  War. 

These  communications  confirm  the  account  of  the  dilapidated  state  of  the  temporary 
barracks,  and  point  out  the  necessity  of  providing  for  the  accommodation  of  the  garrison, 
and  the  "  importance  of  deciding  upon  the  arrangements  to  be  made.''  They  represent  the 
situation  of  the  temporary  barracks  to  be  "  decidedly  insalubrious,"  and  describe  another 

position 
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position  "decidedly  preferable"  for  the  erection  of  a  new  barrack;  and  in  the  last  para- 
graph of  the  letter  of  dlst  October,  an  expectation  is  held  out  that  the  inhabitants  would 
purcfaafle  the  iron  barrack  si  Nassau,  built  m  1627-8,  for  conversicm  into  public  stores  and 
offices  (for  which  they  are  stated  to  be  advantageously  situated),  or  would  erect,  at  their 
expense,  a  suitable  bairack  for  the  troops  in  another  situation. 

28.  It  would  seem  adrisable  that  all  these  points  should  be  considered  by  the  command- 
ing engineer  at  the  colony^  in  c(»ij  unction  with  the  Lieutenant-Governor ;  but  before  any 
inatroctians  can  be  ^ven  on  the  subject,  it  will  be  necessary,  in  the  first  instance,  to  obtain 
kam  his  Majesty's  Government  the  mformation  applied  for  by  the  Ordnance  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  on  the  19th  May  and  22d  July  1834,  and  alluded  to  in  the  communication  of  the  ^P^*°*  *  "  '  f 
8th  May  1835;  viz. —  

"  The  strength  of  the  garrison  intended  in  future  to  be  permanently  stationed  at  the      ^®'*'  Officers  -  23 

Bahamas/'    IThe  extent  of  the  force  th^re  on  tlie  1st  December  last  is  shown  in  the  ^  ^  ,   . 

^^^'.t^  1  S^*ff  bcrjeants     -  3 

n^'¥»n-J  Serjennts  -     -     .  29 

29.  For  this  purpose,  it  is  submitted  that  the  substance  of  this  memorandum  should  be  ^^'^  *****  ^***'  "^^ 
communicated  to  the  Treasury,  reauesting  their  Lordships  will  obtain  an  early  decision  on  Total  Troopt  -  5ix 
this  point,  and  suggesting,  with  reterence  to  the  proposal  made  in  Mr.  Spearman's  letter  of  — ^ 
the  dlst  ultimo,  whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  (on  account  of  the  high  rent  and  the 

difficulty  of  hiring  houses  at  the  Bahamas,  and  until  the  arrangements  for  providing  baiTack 
accommodation  for  the  garrison  shall  be  settled)  to  accede  to  the  application  of  the  officers 
for  an  addition  to  their  lodging  allowance. 
Ordnance  Office,  25  February  1837. 


Sir,  Office  of  Ordnance,  1 7  April  1 887.    (I.  G.  F.— 200.) 

Ih  reference  to  the  communication  from  this  office,  dated  29  ult.  (M.  G. — 123),  respecting 
die  barrack  accommodation  at  the  Bahamas : 

I  have  the  honour  by  command  of  the  board  to  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
the  commanding  engineer  at  the  station  respecting  these  barracks,  and  a  memorandum 
thereon  from  the  inspector-general  of  fortifications,  which  lam  to  recjuest  you  will  lay  before 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury,  and  move  their  Lordships  to  favour 
the  board  vrith  an  early  communication  of  the  intentions  of  his  Majesty's  Government 
with   regard  to  the  strength  of  the   military  force  to   be  permanently  stationed  at  the 

^®**~^-  Ihave,&c. 

A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.,  &c.  &c.  &c.  (signed)        R.  Byham. 

Treasury. 


Sir,  Royal  Engineer  Office,  Bahamas,  1  February  1837. 

In  bringing  the  following  topic  before  your  notice,  I  humbly  beg  to  state  that  the  tem-  No.  26. 

porary  barracks  are  constantly  in  a  state  of  dilapidation,  and,  moreover,  that  I  conceive  the 
sums  which  have  been  from  time  to  time  lavishea  upon  them  are  not  amply  compensated  by 
the  said  &brics.  It  would,  1  conceive,  be  a  remedy  much  to  be  wished  for  that  some 
building  in  assimilation  to  the  iron  constructed  barrack  should  be  erected  on  the  site  of 
the  already  condemned  ^^  Fort  Nassau,"  on  nearly  a  similar  but  more  confined  plan. 

Then,  by  the  fpregoing  premises,  the  whole  of  the  garrison  would  be  concentrated,  in  lieu 
of  its  being  detached,  as  at  present. 

The  ease  and  the  convenience  with  which  the  garrison  duties  would  be  performed 
being  very  apparent,  from  the,  introduction  of  the  contemplated  scheme,  which,  though 
expensive  at  tne  outset,  would  hot  after  eight  or  ten  years  be  heavier  than  the  sums  which 
have  been  and  are  still  about  to  be  heaped  upon  the  public  for  keeping  the  aforesaid  tem- 
porary buildings  in  a  dry  and  habitable  state  for  the  troops  who  occupy  the  same. 

Tliese  remarks  are  most  respectfully  submitted  by. 

Your  most  obedient,  &c., 
(signed)        Arthur  Walpole,  Cap^  6c  Comts  Ri  Engin'. 
The  Inspector-General  of  Fortifications. 


MEiffOtLANDtrM'fix>m  the  Inspector-general  of  Fortifications. 

14  April  1837. 

FoBWARDBD  for  the  information  of  the  master-general  and  board,  with  reference  to  their  No.  26. 

order  dated  15  November  1833  (M.  G. — 368),  to  the  inspector-general's  minute  of  9  May 
1834,  on  Captain  Kitson's  letter  of  20  March  to  the  master-general  and  board's  order  of 
6  Juty  1831  (M.  G.— 19a),  board's  order  of  26  July  1836  (I.G.  F.— 384),  and  to  my  minute 
of  10th  ult. 

From  a  p^nsal  of  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  the  hut  barracks  v^ere  only  a  temporary 
expedient  resorted  to  upon  the  emergency  of  the  moment,  but  never  losing  sight  of  the 
indispensable  necessity  of  building  permanent  accommodation  for  such  force  as  it  may  be 
determined  to  keep  at  the  Bahamas.  rlnit4>  F  W  M 
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Sir,  Treasury  Chambers,  26  May  1837. 

No.  27.  I  AM  commanded  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury  to  transmit 

<j5  herewith  for  the  information  of  Lord  Glenelff,  copies  of  two  letters  from  the  Secretary  of 

^-j,  a^>*^       the  Ordnance,  dated  29th  March  and  17th  ultimo,  and  of  their  enclosures,  respecting  the 

-^rts.     ^  0^^.,.--.--^  barrack  accommodation  at  the  Bahamas ;  and  I  am  to  request  you  will  move  his  Lordship 

to  inform  My  Lords,  at  his  earliest  convenience,  whether  it  is  probable  that  the  present 

strength  of  the  garrison  at  the  Bahamas  will  be  permanently  kept  up,  or  whether  any 

reduction  of  the  military  force  there  may  shortly  be  expected,  My  Lords  desiring  to  receive 

this  information  with  reference  to  the  question  now  before  them  relating  to  the  construction 

of  new  baiTacks  for  the  troops  at  that  station. 

I  am,  &c. 

J.  Stephen,  Esq.  (signed)  A.  Y.  Spearman* 


Sir,  Treasury  Chambers,  IS)  June  1837. 

No.'2S.  I  AM   commanded  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury  to  acquaint 

you,  for  the  information  of  the  master-general  and  Board  of  Ordnance,  witn  reference  to 
your  letters  of  20th  M  arch  and  1 7th  Apru  last,  that  their  Lordships  have  been  pleased,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  high  rent  of  and  difficulty  of  hiring  houses  at  the  Bahamas,  to  comply  with 
the  recommendation  of  the  officer  commanding  the  troops  at  that  station,  and  to  sanction 
the  addition  of  four  dollars  a  month  to  the  lodging  allowance  of  each  officer  not  accom- 
modated with  public  quarters,  until  the  arrangements,  now  under  the  consideration  of  his 
Majesty's  Government,  for  providing  barrack  accommodation  for  the  garrison  shall  be 
completed.  I  am  at  the  same  time  to  observe,  that  the  amount  of  lodging-money  at  present 
issued  to  the  military  and  civil  officers  at  the  Bahamas,  is  at  the  rate  of  832/.  per  annum, 
which  will  be  raised  by  the  present  addition  to  1,112/.  per  annum. 

I  am  likewise  directed  to  acquaint  you,  that  their  Lordships  have  not  yet  received  from 
the  Colonial  Secretary  of  State  a  reply  to  a  communication  made  by  their  direction  to  his 
Lordship  on  the  26th  ultimo,  on  the  subiect  of  the  probable  strength  of  the  garrison  that 
may  be  required  to  be  kept  up  at  the  Bahamas ;  but,  as  soon  as  ui\s  point  is  determined, 
their  Lordships  will  take  care  to  apprize  the  master-general  and  Boara  of  Ordnance  with 
the  result. 

I  am,  &c. 

Secretary  to  Ordnance.  (signed)  A.  Y.  Spearman. 


Sir,  Treasuiy  Chambers,  19  June  1837. 

No*  29.  I  AM  commanded  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury  to  acquaint 

you,  that,  in  considen^tion  of  the  high  rent  of  and  difficulty  of  hiring  houses  at  the  Bahamas, 
their  Lordships  are  pleased,  under  the  circumstances  stated  in  Colonel  NicoUs'  letter  of 
1st  November  last,  to  acquiesce  in  his  recommendation,  and  to  sanction  the  addition  of 
four  dollars  a  month  to  the  lodging  allowance  of  each  officer  not  accommodated  with  public 
quarters,  until  the  arrangements,  now  under  the  consideration  of  his  Majesty's  Government, 
for  providing  barrack  accommodation  for  the  garrison,  shall  be  completed. 

I  am,  &c. 

The  Officer  commanding  at  the  Bahamas.  (signed)  A.  Y.  Spearman. 


ao< 


No.  30.  Sj|.^  Downing-street,  19  June  1837. 

I  HAVE  laid  before  Lord  Glenelg  your  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo,  enclosing  copies  of  two 
t^o.*Tv^^^.  letters  from  the  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  respecting  the  barrack  accommodation 
(\\i*5S2^ — ^^^  in  the  Bahamas,  and  requesting  to  be  informed  with  reference  to  the  question  now  before 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  the  construction  of  new  barracks  in 
that  colony,  whether  it  is  probable  that  the  present  state  of  the  ^rrison  in  Bahamas  will 
be  kept  up,  or  whether  any  reduction  of  the  military  force  there  might  shortly  be  expected  ; 
and  I  am  to  acquaint  you  in  reply,  for  their  Lordships'  information,  that  Lord  Glenelg  does 
not  consider  that  there  is  at  present  any  probability  of  a  reduction  of  the  strength  of  the 
garrison  of  Bahamas,  although  his  Lordship  looks  forward  to  the  substitution  of  a  con- 
siderable number  of  black  troops  for  the  European  soldiers  at  present  employed  there.  In 
the  West  India  colonies,  generally,  the  abolition  of  slavery  may  lead  to  a  considerable  reduc- 
tion on  the  strength  of  the  colonial  garrisons ;  but,  in  the  case  of  Bahamas,  Lord  Glenelg 
conceives  that  the  amount  of  force  hereafter  to  be  kept  up  must  be  calculated,  not  with 
reference  solely  to  the  beneficial  change  which  has  been  effected  by  that  measure  in  the 
social  condition  of  the  negro  population,  but  with  reference  chiefly  to  the  provision  which 
should  be  made  for  the  protection  of  the  colony  against  foreign  aggression. 

I  have,  8cc. 

A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.,  &c.  &c.  &c.  (signed)        Jos.  Stephen. 
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Sir,  Treasury  Chambers,  30  June  1837. 

I  AM  commanded  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  to  transmit 
herewith  threeletters,  with  enclosures,  from  Lieutenant-colonel  ^icolls,  dated  respectively  tfot, 
18th  July  and  24th  August  1836,  and  7th  March  1837,  respecting  the  officers'  barracks  at  '"""^l^— -<;a^,  o 
the  Bahamas,  and  I  am  to  request  that  you  will  lay  the  same  before  the  master-general  and  '  ^^^"jST 

Board  of  Ordnance,  and  move  them  to  inform  My  Lords,  with  reference  to  your  letter  of  the 
21st  of  March  1836,  whether  in  their  opinion,  under  the  circumstances  stated  by  Colonel 
Nicolls,  the  northerly  room  in  the  officers'  barracks  in  Fleming-square,  at  the  Bahamas,  can 
be  considered  as  proper  to  be  appropriated  for  the  quarters  of  an  officer. 

I  am,  &c. 

Secretary  to  Ordnance.  (signed)        A.  Y.  Spearman. 


n. 


My  Lords,  Nassau,  Bahamas,  18  July  1836.  No.  32. 

I  AM  honoured  with  your  Lordships'  letter  of  the  21st  April  1836,  and  numbered  as  in    6.713.  14—4  6. 
the  margin.  — • — JJ57T " 

Your  Lordships  are  pleased  to  say,  the  Board  of  Ordnance  have  directed  that  the  lower 
(northerly)  room  of  the  officers'  barracks  in  Fleming's -square,  which  has  a  cellar  underneath 
it,  should  be  kept  clean  and  properly  ventilated,  and  that  no  unnecessary  issue  of  lodging- 
money  may  take  place  after  tne  completion  of  the  intended  alterations. 

1  oe^  to  report  to  your  Lordships,  that  no  communication  of  the  nature  contained  in  your 
Lordships'  letter  has  been  made  to  me  by  the  respective  officers  here ;  in  consequence  of 
which  I  have  issued  the  garrison  order  annexed.  Your  Lordships  are  also  pleased  to  observe, 
with  regard  to  the  appropriation  of  the  southerly  room  as  an  office,  "  My  Lords  see  no 
objection  to  its  being  made  available  for  that  purpose  for  the  paymaster  of  the  2d  West 
India  regiment,  inasmuch  as  the  regulations  admit  of  his  being  allowed  such  accommoda- 
tion in  barracks,  &c. ;  but  as  redmental  adjutants  are  not  by  any  .regulation  entitled  to 
such  accommodation.  My  Lords  desire  that  the  adjutant  of  the  2d  West  India  regiment  may 
be  called  on  to  vacate  the  quarters  occupied  by  him  as  an  office.*' 

It  is  very  true.  My  Lords,  that  the  adjutant  is  not  allowed  an  office,  but  there  is  no 
regiment  but  is  allowed  an  order-room  ;  now,  it  so  happens  that  there  is  neither  order-room 
here  for  either  the  regiment  or  the  garrison,  and  it  is  equally  true  that  there  is  not  a  place 
belonging  to  Government  that  can  be  appropriated  as  such ;  and  as  an  order-room  cannot 
be  dispensed  with,  I  directed  the  room  in  question  to  be  occupied  as  the  commandant's 
office,  and  garrison  and  regimental  order-room,  which,  being  but  one  subaltern's  room,  is 
assuredly  insufficient,  inasmuch  as  in  this  order-room,  the  only  place  I  have,  I  transact  all 
public  business  with  the  commissariat,  ordnance,  barrack  and  engineer  departments,  in 
addition  to  my  garrison  and  regimental  duties. 

With  regard  to  the  northerly  room,  any  attempt  to  ventilate  it  must  prove  useless,  as 
making  any  other  openings  beside  the  door  would  only  admit  a  greater  quantity  of  rain,  as 
the  entire  building  is  on  a  level  with  the  surface,  and  die  cellar  much  below  it 

The  officers  who  have  hitherto  occupied  it  have  either  been  sick  or  died,  or  paid  for 
lodgings  out  of  their  private  purse  rather  than  occupy  it,  and  those  officers  who  survived 
durmg  its  occupation  used  to  take  their  mattresses  at  night  up  to  their  brother  officers' 
quarters,  and  sleep  in  the  upper  rooms.  If  after  this  explanation  your  Lordships  should  still 
continue  to  insist  upon  an  officer  occupying  the  northerly  room,  I  trust  I  will  stand  acquitted 
•  of  any  unfortunate  consequences  that  may  result  to  any  of  my  brother  officers. 

The  northerly  room  would  answer  well  for  a  commandant's  office,  a  garrison,  and  a  re^- 
mental  order-room ;  and  if  mv  long  experience  of  this  climate  can  have  any  weight  with 
your  Lordships,  I  respectfully  soficit  your  Lordships'  kind  consideration  01  what  I  have 
recommended. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  My  Lords, 

Your  JiOrdships'  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
(signed)  fV,  B.  Nicolls,  Lieut.-col.  Commanding. 

The  Lords  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty's  Treasury, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


Garhisov  Order. 

Fort  Adjutant's  Office,  Nassau,  16  July  1836.  No.  83. 

N^>  notice  having  been  taken,  by  the  respective  officers,  of  the  Treasury's  letter  dated 
21st  April  1836,  received  here  on  the  2d  instant,  regarding  the  ventilation  of  the  lower 
northeny  room  of  the  officers'  quarters,  Fleming-square,  the  Lieutenant-colonel  command- 
ing calls  their  attention  thereto,  and  directs  that  the  report  may  be  made  to  him  when 
completed,  in  oider  to  their  being  occupied,  as  directed  by  their  Lordships'  letter. 

By  command, 
(signed)        James  FindUxy,  Lieu^  Acts  Fort  Adj^ 
(A  true  copy.) 
(signed)        James  Findlay,  Lieu*  Acting  Fort  Adj^ 
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^0** 


No.  34.  My  Lords,  Nassau,  Bahamas,  24  August  1836. 

With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  18th  July  last,  which  I  had  the  honour  to  address  to 
'^^^'^r^r^  yo'^r  Lordships,  I  take  leave  to  forward  the  enclosed  correspondence  had  with  the  board 
35, 3»^  of  respective  officers  of  this  garrison,  by  which  your  Lordships  will  perceive  the  commanding 

engineer  does  not  entertain  a  very  favourable  opinion  of  the  barrack-room  in  questicm  as 
an  officer's  quarter. 

I  beg  to  add,  on  looking  over  my  letter  to  your  Lordships,  it  escaped  me  to  mention, 
that  the  commanding  engineer  reported  verbally  to  me,  **  that  the  cellar  was  under  the  level 
of  the  sea." 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  My  Lords, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

(signed)         W.  B.  NicollSf  Lieut.-col.  CJommanding. 
Lords  Con^nissioners  of  His  Majesty's  Treasury. 


Sir,  Office  of  Ordnance,  Nassau,  19  July  1836. 

We  have  to  apologise  for  not  having  taken  any  notice  of  the  Treasury's  letter,  dated 
21  April  1836,  received  here  on  the  2d  instant,  regarding  the  lower  northerly  room,  officers' 
quarters,  Fleming-sijuare  (as  alluded  to  in  your  garrison  order  of  the  18th  instant).  We 
beg  leave  to  state,  m  reply,  that  the  precarious  state  of  the  commanding  royal  engineer 
prevented  us  taking  any  steps  towards  tne  remedy  of  the  evil  complained  of.  We  beg  leave 
farther  to  state  that  our  remissness  on  this  point  (ud  not  arise  from  a  proper  want  of  courtesy 
on  our  part. 

We  have  the  honour  to  subscribe  ourselves,  your  most  obedient  humble  servants, 

(signed)  W.  EUiot^  Lieut.  Comi  Ri  Artillery. 

A.  Walwde,  Oapt  R*  Enpieer, 
For  himself  and  the  Oromance  Sore-keeper  (sick). 

To  Lieut-coL  NicoUs,  Commandant. 


Gentlemen,  Nassau,  20  July  1836* 

I  HAYS  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  19th,  yesterday  evening,  and  in 
reply  to  say,  I  sincerely  regret  the  severe  indisposition  of  the  commanding  royal  Misineer^ 
of  which  I  was  perfectly  aware,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Ordnance  store-keeper,  whose  t^sence 
on  a  cruise  for  tne  benefit  of  his  health  became  indispensable. 

I  am  also  desirous  to  impress  on  the  respective  officers,  that  I  am  very  far  from  attributing 
to  them  (with  whom,  since  I  have  assumed  the  command,  the  duties  have  been  so  pleasantly 
conducted)  the  slightest  want  of  courtesy ;  but  I  feltbound  to  have  the  proper  reasons 
recorded,  diat  it  might  be  seen  by  their  Lordships  of  the  Treasury  that  their  directions  were 
not  neglected  either  by  myself  or  your  department. 

I  have,  &c, 
(signed)  W.  B.  NicoUs,  Lient-col.  Comf . 

Ilie^respective  Officers,  kc.  kc.  kc,  Nassau. 


Sir,  Office  of  Ordnance,  26  July  1836. 

Revebring  to  the  late  garrison  order,  we  beg  leave  to  apprize  you,  that  the  commanding 
royal  engineer  has  taken  aH  the  precautionary  measures  of  ventilation  and  white-washing  in 
the  cellar  in  Question  that  appeared  possible  to  be  performed.  Further,  his  humble  emrts 
are  not  available,  the  locality  of  the  northerly  room  being  so  very  disadvantageous. 

We  have  the  honour  io  be,  Sir,  your  obedient  humble  servants, 

(dgned)  W.  JSIlioL  Lieut.  Coms  R»  Artillery. 

A.  Walpole,  Capt.  Coms  Ri  Engineer. 
To  Lieut-c(d.  NiooUs,  Commandant 


My  Lords,  Nassau,  Bahamas,  7  March  1837. 

I  BAD  4he  honour  to  address  your  Lordships  on  the  18th  July  1836 ;  a  copy  of  my  letter 

is  herewith  enclosed,  and  as  the  northerly  room  therein  mentioned  has  not  since  been 

occupied,  nor  do  I  think  ever  vrill  by  any  officer  of  the  corps,  and  as  principles  of  humanity 

forbid  me  insistii^  on  any  of  my  officers  living  in  it,  and  as  the  officer  whose  lot  it  has 

fallen 
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fallen  to,  as  a  quarter,  is  put  to  serious  inconvenience  and  loss,  being  obliged  to  pay  for 
lodgings  at  a  heayier  rate  than  the  Government  allowance,  I  earnestly  request  your  Lordships' 
answer,  seven  months  having  passed  away  since  the  date  of  my  letter  to  your  Lordships. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  My  Lords, 

Your  Lordships'  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
(signed)        W.  B.  NicolU, 
The  Lords  Commissioners  of  Lieut-col.  Corns  in  the  Bahamas. 

His  Majesty's  Treasury. 


Sir,  Office  of  Ordnance,  6  July  1837.    (T.— 97.)  No.  39. 

Having  laid  before  the  Board  of  Ordnance  your  letter  of  30th  ultimo,  transmitting  a  cor- 
respondence from  Lieutenant-colonel  Nicolls  respecting  the  officers'  barracks  at  the  Bahamas, 
ana  requesting  to  be  informed,  with  reference  to  the  Doard's  communication  of  21st  March 
1836,  whether,  in  their  opinion,  under  the  circumstances  stated  by  Lieutenant-colonel 
Nicolls,  the  nortl^rly  room  in  the  officers'  barracks  in  Fleming-square,  at  the  Bahamas, 
can  be  considered  as  proper  to  be  appropriated  for  the  quarters  of  an  officer : 

I  have  the  honour  to  acauaint  you,  for  the  infrirmation  of  the  Lords  CJommissioners  of  Her 
Majesty's  Treasury,  that  tne  room  in  question  was  repoiied  in  1836  to  be  objectionable  as 
an  officer's  quarter;  but  it  was  conceived,  that  by  keeping  clean  and  ventilating  the  cellar 
under  it,  it  might  be  possible  to  occupy  it ;  if,  however,  the  means  taken  for  the  object  have 
failed  (though  tlie  board  have  received  no  report  on  the  subject),  and  the  medical  officer 
should  be  of  opinion  that  it  is  unfit  for  an  officer,  especially  as  a  sleeping-room,  the  board 
would  suggest,  that  the  room  should  no  longer  be  considered  as  a  regular  quarter,  but  be 
appropriated  as  an  office,  or  to  any  other  regimental  purpose  for  which  it  may  be  adapted. 

I  have»  &C. 
(signed)        R,  Byham. 
A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.,  &c.  8cc.  &c. 
Treasury. 


Sir,  Treasury  Chambers,  24  August  1837.  No.  40. 

Having  laid  before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  your  letter  of  the 
5th  ultimo  on  a  letter  from  Lieutenant-colonel  Nicolls,  respecting  the  occupation  of  the 
northerly  room  in  the  officers'  barracks  in  Fleming-square,  at  the  Bahamas,  I  have  it  in 
command  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  master-general  and  Board  of  Ordnance, 
that  My  Lords  are  of  opinion,  that  the  room  in  question  may  with  propriety  be  occupied  as 
the  commandant's  office,  and  garrison  and  regimental  order-room,  and  that  it  should  not  be 
appropnated  as  an  officer's  quarter.  I  am  &c 

Secretary  of  Ordnance.  (signed)        A.  Y.  Spearman. 

A  letter  was  also  addressed  to  the  officer  commanding  at  the  Bahamas,  acquainting  him 
with  the  above  directions. 


Sir,  Nassau,  Bahamas,  18  July  1837. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  lieutenant-colonel  commanding  3d  West  India  re^ment  to  acquaint  No.  41. 

you,  that  from  the  increase  of  the  corps  under  his  command  and  detachment  joinmg,  the 
effectives  this  day  are  72  men  more  than  we  have  barrack  room  for ;  I  have  therefore  to 
request  you  will  as  soon  as  possible  provide  the  above  72  men  with  barrack  accommodation, 
agreeably  to  his  Majesty's  regulations. 

I  have,  See.  ^ 

U  W.  Kennedy,  (signed)        John  Potts,  Q'  Master  2d  W.  L  Regt. 

2d  W.  L  RegS  Acting  Barrack  Master. 


'  Gentlemen,  Barrack  Office,  Bahamas,  18  July  1837. 

1  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  letter  from  Quarternaaaster  Potts,  2d  West  India  regiment,  No.  42. 

requiring  me  to  hire,  as  soon  as  possible,  barrack  accommodation  for  72  men  of  the  2d  West 
India  regiment,  aad  beg  to  request  your  instructions  thereon. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         Walter  Kennedy, 
Respective  Officers  of  the  L«  2d  Wedt  India  RegS  Act«  Barrack  Master. 

Ordnance,  Bahamas. 
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Sir,  Office  of  Ordnance,  Nassau,  18  July  1837. 

No.  43.  We  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  we  have  received  through  the  acting  barrack- 

master  a  requisition  for  additional  barrack  accommodation  to  meet  the  late  increase  in  the 
2d  West  India  regiment  of  72  men. 

After  consideration,  and  there  being  no  available  place  belonging  to  Government,  we  beg 
leave  to  recommend,  for  the  commanding  officer's  approval,  that  we  may  be  authorized  to 
advertise  for  the  hire  of  a  dwelling  suitable  for  the  purpose. 


/ 


We  have,  &c. 

(signec 
«giment. 
Fort  Adjutant. 


(signed)  Stanley  Hornby,  U  Com*  R'  Artillery. 

L*  Nicolls,  2d  W.  I.  Regiment,  Th'  C.  MartelU,  Act«  Ord«*  Storekeeper. 


Gentlemen,  Fort  Adjutant's  Office,  Bahamas,  18  July  1837. 

Ko.  44.  I  AM  directed  by  the  commandant  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  date, 

and  to  say  he  refers  you  to  your  instructions,  and  feels  assured  your  best  attentions  will  be 
given  to  the  interests  of  the  Government,  whether  that  may  be  in  the  hiring  of  barrack 
room  or  erecting  a  temporary  building. 

I  have,  Sec. 

(signed)  W.  H.  Mcolk,  U  ic  Fort  Adjutant. 

The  respective  Officers,  H.  M.  Ordnance,  Baliamas. 


Sir,  Office  of  Ordnance,  Bahamas,  18  July  1837. 

No.  45.  In  compliance  with  the  regulation  of  the  commandant  of  this  day's  date,  forwarded  to  us 

through  the  acting  barrack-master,  requiring  us  to  provide  additional  barrack  accommoda- 
tion tor  about  70  or  80  men,  we  have  the  honour  to  state,  for  his  mformation,  that  after 
making  every  search  and  inquiry  to  procure  the  accommodation  required,  the  only  place  we 
can  get  is  the  large  store  and  premises  of  George  Huyler,  Esq.,  situated  at  the  eastern 
extremity  of  the  town,  at  a  rent  of  126  dollars  per  month,  wnich,  if  the  commandant 
approves  of,  we  will  enter  into  an  agreement  with  Mr.  Huyler  for  renting  the  premises,  till 
the  pleasure  of  the  master-general  and  board  is  made  known. 

We  have,  &c. 

(signed)        Stanlev  Hornby,  L*  Com«  R^  Artillery. 
D  Nicolls,  2d  W.  I.  Regiment,  T.  C.  Martelli,  Act«  Ordc«  Storekeeper, 

Fort  Adjutant. 


Gentlemen,  New  Providence,  Bahamas,  20  July  1837. 


No.  46.  I  ^^^  directed  by  the  commandant  to  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  which  by  some 

accident  only  reached  me  this  day.  He  is  much  satisfied  with  the  arrangement  you  have 
made ;  and  m>m  his  local  knowl^ge  of  the  great  difficulty  there  is  in  procuring  ouildings 
such  as  are  adapted  for  the  purposes  of  a  barrack,  he  is  much  pleasea  you  have  been  so 
successful :  from  the  crowded  state  of  the  barracks,  men  are  daily,  if  not  hourly,  going  into 
hospital ;  and  he  regrets  to  say,  two  men  have  died  within  the  last  24  hours. 

I  have,  8cc. 
(signed)  W.  H.  Nicolk,  U  k  Fort  Adjutant. 

The  respective  Officers,  H.  M.  Ordnance, , 
&c.  8cc.  &c. 


Bahamas,  20  July  1837. 
Terms  of  Agreement  for  Renting  the  Store  and  Premises  of  George  huyler,  Esq.,  as  a 
Barrack  for  a  Detachment  of  80  men  of  2d  West  India  Regiment. 

Ho  47.  1st.  The  buildings,  &c.,  to  be  rented  for  six  months,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Board 

of  Ordnance,  which,  if  obtained,  three  months'  notice  must  be  given  by  either  party  previous 
to  the  buildines  being  vacated,  but  only  one  month's  notice  on  the  part  of  the  respective 
officers,  should  the  board  not  approve  of  the  buildings  being  hired. 

2d.  That 
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2d.  That  the  rent  be  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  per  month,  commencing  from 
the  20tli  instant. 

3d.  The  buildings  to  be  kept  in  repair  by  the  proprietor,  who  will  also  build  a  kitchen 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  troops. 

4th.  That  all  wilful  damage  be  made  good  by  the  troops,  due  allowance  being  made  for 
fair  wear  and  tear. 

(signed)  Stanley  Hornby ,  L*  Coms  Rl  Artillery. 

T.  C.  Marfelli,  Acts  Ord^e  Storekeeper. 

(signed)        Gto.  Huyler. 

Witnesses  to  signatures, 

(signed)         Johi,  Finder. 

H.  R.  Maxwell,  Ord^e  Clerk. 


Sir,  Office  of  Ordnance,  Bahamas,  20  July  1837. 

We  have  the  honour  to  report  for  the  honourable  board's  information,  that  on  the  requisition  No«  48. 

of  Lieutenant-colonel  Nicolls,  commanding  the  troops,  we  have  been']under  the  necessity  of 
hiring  the  store  and  premises  of  George  Huyler,  Esq.,  as  a  temporary  barrack  for  80  men  of 
the  2d  West  India  regiment,  at  a  rent  of  125  dollars  per  month,  the  only  place  we  could 
procure  that  would  at  all  answer  for  the  purpose  required,  being  a  detached*  building  near 
the  water  side,  surrounded  by  a  wall,  with  a  kitchen,  well,  and  every  other  convenience  for 
the  comfort  of  the  troops,  and  is  highly  approved  of  both  by  the  commandant  and  the 
senior  medical  officer  as  being  every  way  adapted  for  a  barrack. 

We  enclose  Colonel  Nicolls's  requisition,  with  the  correspondence  arising  therefrom,  also 
the  agreement  entered  into  with  JVIr.  Huyler,  and  trust  the  board  will  be  pleased  to  ap- 
prove of  our  proceedings. 

We  have,  &c. 

(signed)        Stanley  Hornby ,  L*  ComK  Ri  Artilly. 
R.  Byham,  Esq.,  &c.  &c.  &c.  Thxf  C.  Martelli,  ActK  Ordnance  Storekeeper. 


Sir,  Office  of  Ordnance,  13  October  1837.     (B.— 222.) 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  19th  June  last,  and  the  previous  correspondence  on  No.  49. 

the  subject  of  erecting  additional  barrack  accommodation  at  the  Bahamas :  j^ 

I  have  the  honour,  by  command  of  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  to  forward  to  you  a  copy  of  --SJuf  i,  ^^ 
^  letter,  dated  20th  July  last,  from  the  Ordnance  officers  at  the  Bsdiamas,  together  with  its  ^^*  ^^47  ^'^'  ^4 
-enclosures,  in  original,  and  to  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  obtain  the  decision  of  the  Lords  ^  4^i^ 

Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  as  to  whether  the  proceedings  of  the  Ordnance 
-officers  therein  detailed  shall  be  approved,  and  favour  me  with  tne  same.  \ 

I  have,  &:c. 

A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.,  &c.  &c.  &c.  (signed)        -R.  Byham. 

Treasury. 


Sir,  Office  of  Ordnance,  28  March  1838.    (B.— 64.) 

In  advertmg  to  a  letter  from  this  board,  dated  13th  October  1837  (B.— 222),  submitting  No.  &0. 

an  application  from  the  respective  officers  at  the  Bahamas,  in  which  they  report  the  hiring 
of  certain  premises  as  a  temporary  barrack  at  that  station  for  a  detachment  of  the  2d  West 
India  regiment,  I  have  the  honour  to  request,  you  will  move  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
Her  Majesty's  Treasury  to  favour  the  board  with  an  early  decision  whether  this  arrangement 
should  be  sanctioned. 

I  have,  &c. 

A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.,  &c.  &c.  &c.  Treasury.  (signed)  R.  Byfiam. 
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No.  61. 


Sir, 


Horse  Guards,  19  July  1838. 


I  HATE  received  the  commands  of  the  gene- 
ral commanding  in  chief  to  transmit  to  you  the 
accompanying  communications  from  Colonel 
Cockbum,  the  Governor  of  the  Bahamas,  in 
which  the  defective  condition  of  the  barracks 
at  that  station  is  strongly  represented,  both  in 
regard  to  the  accommodatioQ  for  the  troops 
and  the  public  stores ;  and  bis  Lordship  requests 
that  you  may  be  pleased  to  take  an  early  oppor- 
tunity to  submit  the  same  to  the  consideration 
of  the  master-general  and  Board  of  Ordnance. 

I  have,  ice. 
(signed)        J.  W.  Gwd&n^Ci.u.a* 

R.  Byham,  Esq.,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
Ordnance  Office. 


No.  62. 


Sir,  Office  of  Ordnance,  8  August  1838.    (M.G.— 362,) 

With  reference  to  the  letter  from  this  office  dated  13th  October  last  (B.-^222),  and  to 
yours  of  19th  June  1837,  also  to  the  previous  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  building  a 
new  barrack  at  the  Bahamas : 

I  have  Uie  honour,  by  command  of  the  master-general  and  Board  of  Ordnance,  to  trans- 
mit herewith,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
quartermaster-general  of  the  forces,  with  its  enclosures ;  and  I  am  directed  to  observe  that 
until  the  decision  of  Her  Majesty's  Grovemment  shall  be  received  on  this  question,  the 
Ordnance  xlepartment  have  no  power  to  remedy  the  evils  complained  of  by  me  Governor 
and  the  medical  officers  at  this  colony. 

I  am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  the  respective  offic^^  at  the  Bahamas  having  been 
ordered  by  the  Lieutenant-governor  to  provide  accommodation  for  ibe  salt  provisions  axul 
other  stores  kept  in  the  lower  tier  of  the  iron  barrack,  which  a  medical  board  had  decltued 
detrimental  to  the  health  of  the  troops  occupying  the  rooms  above,  this  department  sanc- 
tioned an  estimate  on  the  26th  ultimo,  amounting  to  5  2.  15^  8^,  for  the  appropriation  of  a 
casemate  in  Fort  Nassau  as  a  provision  store  for  uie  troops. 

I  have,  8tc. 

A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.  &c.  &c.  8cc.  (signed)        G.  Builer,  for  the  Secretary. 

Treasury. 


Sir,  Nassau,  Bahamas,  9  April  1838. 

Conceiving  that  all  my  sufferings  from  rheumatism  for  this  length  of  time  past  have  been 
in  consequence  of  the  dampness  of  the  stoi'e  under  the  barracks,  where  I  am  obliged  to  pass 
a  considerable  portion  of  my  time  daily,  looking  after  the  soldiers'  necessaries,  smpped  and 
placed  in  my  chaise,  as  directed  by  the  royal  warrant  of  the  12th  March  1834 :  you 
are  aware  that  the  quarter-master-serjeant  (Ryan)  suffered  in  like  manner,  and  also  Mr. 
C.  Bode,  the  present  clerk  of  the  market,  who  was  completely  crippled  from  sitting 
writing  in  the  lower  rooms>  at  present  occupied  by  the  regiment,  vmen  he  was  acting  bar- 
rack-clerk ;  and  in  consequence  of  this,  and  the  damage  to  the  Government  stores,  fVom 
dampness,  they  were  vacated ;  and  as  these  articles  of  necessaries  are  provided,  as  directed 
by  Her  Majes^'s  regulations,  for  the  benefit  of  the  soldiers,  sm'ely  some  proper  store  ought 
to  be  allowed  for  that  purpose.  We  have  more  than  700  pair  of  boots  now  in  store,  amoimt- 
ing  to  upwards  of  300  L  sterling,  shipped  by  order  of  the  late  Lieutenant-colonel  Paterson ; 
I  am  afraid  if  they  remain  much  longer  in  the  present  store  they  will  not  be  fit  to  be 
issued  to  the  men  as  new;  neither  can  the  captains  or  officers  commanding  companies 
be  called  upon  to  make  good  any  damages  on  account  of  these  articles,  as  they  were 
supplied  by  order  of  the  late  Lieutenimt-oolonel  Paterson,  and  not  by  a  committee  of 
officers  commanding  companies,  as  directed  by  the  23d  article  of  the  above  warrant. 
After  examining  all  necessaries  remaining  in  store  on  the  1st  instant,  I  regret  to  find 
articles  of  necessaries  damaged,  principally  from  damp  and  insects,  amounting  to  about 
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^OL  •terliog,  and  beg  you  will  order  «  eourt  of  officers  to  survey  them,  with  a  view  of  their 
being  fifildf  and  the  dinerence  between  their  9et  proceeds  and  die  original  vidue  charged  to 
ihe  3  /.  per  cent,  fund,  as  provided  by  the  25th  article  of  the  Royal  Warrant  for  the  pro- 
vision ot  soldiers'  necessaries. 

Under  these  circumstances  may  I  beg  you  will  suggest  some  means  for  procuring  a  proper 
store  for  the  soldiers'  necessaries  in  particular,  which  are  perishable  articles. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(signed)  J^n  Fotte, 

Lieixt.-col.  W.  B.  NicoUs^  Quartor-noaster  2d  W.  L  Regiment. 

Comm8  2d  W,  h  Regt. 


Sir,  Nassau^  Bahai^as,  9  April  1838u  -jjf^^  54. 

I  H4  VB  the  honour  to  enclose  herewith  a  letter  from  Quarter-master  Potts,  of  the  2d  West 
India  regim^ent,  complaining  of  the  damp  state  of  the  building  hitherto  oecupied  as  astore« 
and  of  its  bad  consequences  on  his  health  and  that  of  others,  as  well  as  on  the  clothing  of 
the  regiment* 

What  the^qnarter-tnaster  Mserto  in  hk  lettw  I  eaai  safely  vouch  is  oorreet. 

I  have  the  honour,  kc. 

(signed)  W.  B.  Nicolls, 

His  Excellency  Colonel  Ck>ckbum,  Iieut«<^oloneI  2d  W*  I.  Raiment 

&c.  &c.  Sec. 


Proceedings  of  a  Board  held  by  Order  of  His  Excellency  Colonel  Cockbum,  com-  j^^^  ^^^ 

mandtng  the  Troops  in  tb^  Bahamas,  to  report  on  the  State  of  the  Quarter-master's 
StoHoes  m  2d  West  India  R^imcut. 

Nassau^  N«  P.  Bahamas,  10  April  1838. 

Major  M'Pherson,  2d  West  India  Regiment-— President. 

Lieutmant  Keimedy,  2d  West  In(fia  Regiment,  As  B^  Master,!  t|«^     1 
T,  C.  MarteUi,  Acts  Ordnance  Storekeeper  ....  JMemrjers. 

The  board,  having  assembled,  proceeded  to  examine  sundry  articles  of  clothing  and 
necessaries  produced  by  the  quarter-master,  amounting  to  20L  IQs.  5d.  sterling,  and  stated 
by  him  to  have  become  unserviceable  from  dampness  of  the  store. 

The  board,  on  examining  the  different  articles  produced,  are  of  opinion  that  they  have 
been  deteriorated  and  rendered  unfit  for  service  by  the  dampness  ot  the  stores  in  which 
they  were  placed ;  the  board  are  therefore  of  (pinion,  that  the  present  rooms  used  as  stores 
are  not  a  fit  place  for  articles  liable  to  be  destroyed  by  dampness. 

(signed)         Thtmoi  JlfPherson,  Major  2d  West  India  Regiment,  President. 
Walter  G Kennedy,  Lieut.,  Acts  B^  Master,!*,     , 
Thomas  C.  MartelH,  Actf  Ord.  Storekeeper,!^^*^*^^- 


Sir,  Nassau,  11  April  l&a8« 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  the  prooeedings  of  a  medical  board  held  this  day  by  your 
order,  and  beg  particularly  to  call  your  attention  to  the  latter  paragraph  of  the  rq>ort, 
respecting  the  state  of  the  barracks  therein  adverted  to. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(signed)  J.  Richardsanj  Surj^eoa  2d  W.  I.  Regiment,  and 

To  his  Excellency  Col.  Cockbum,  Principal  Medical  Offi^. 

Commanding  the  Troops,  Bahamas. 


Nassau,  N.  P.,  Bahamas,  11  April  1838. 

Proceedings  of  a  medical  board  held  by  order  of  his  Excellency  Colonel  Cockbum,  pj^^  ^.^^ 

commanding  the  troops,  Bahamas,  to  assemble  at  the  stores  of  the  quarter-master  of  the 
2d  West  India  regiment,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  and  reporting  how  far  the  situation 
in  which  they  are  placed  is  likely  to  affect  or  prove  injurious  to  the  health  of  those  who 
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may  be  employed  therein;  and  farther;^  whether  the  lower  part  of  the  building,  being 
occupied  as  stores^  is  likely  to  prove  injurious  to  those  occupying  the  upper  floors  of  it. 

President : 
Surgeon  Richardson,  2d  W.  I.  Regiment,  Principal  Medical  OflScer. 

Member : 
Assistant  Surgeon  Wilson,  2d  W.  I.  Regiment. 

The  board,  having  assembled  in  conformity  to  the  above  order,  is  of  opinion,  respecting 
the  first  paragraph,  that  the  situation  of  said  store-rooms  is  not  objectionable,  as  regards 
the  health  of  those  who  are  employed  in  them,  at  certain  hours  of  the  day,  issuing  provisions 
and  clothing,  as  they  are  as  well  situated  in  that  respect  as  any  stores  that  could  be  procured 
in  town,  with  better  means  of  ventilation,  having,  exclusive  of  large  folding  doors,  windows 
on  each  side,  with  iron  gratings,  by  which  means  the  air  could  be  purified  if  the  shutters 
were  left  open  during  the  day.  As  regjards  the  second  paragraph,  the  board  is  of  opinion, 
that  the  lower  part  of  the  building,  being  shut  up  night  and  dajr,  with  provisions,  the  vege- 
table part  of  which  is  frequently  in  a  state  of  decay,  and  generating  foul  air,  must  assuredly 
prove  detrimental  to  the  health  of  the  soldiers  occupying  the  rooms  above  them,  and  recom- 
mends the  removal  of  such  provisions.  As  regards  the  clothing,  if  placed  in  the  centre  of 
the  rooms,  and  the  windows  left  open  during  the  day,  such  occupation  of  these  rooms  will 
not  be  so  objectionable  as  at  present,  the  wmdows  being  now  blocked  up  with  bags  of  corn 
and  bales  oi  clothing.  In  conclusion,  the  board  is  of  opinion,  if  the  windows  cannot  be 
kept  open  for  the  purposes  of  ventilation,  the  stores  ought  to  be  removed  entirely. 

TTie  board  takes  this  opportunity  of  pointing  out  to  the  colonel  commanding  the  un- 
healthiness,  both  as  regards  site  and  construction,  of  the  hut  barracks  and  of  Mr.  Hughes's 
store-rooms,  in  which  two-thirds  of  the  soldiers  here  are  quartered,  and  that  has  occasioned 
more  sickness  and  mortality  in  the  corps  than  all  the  other  causes  that  operate  put  together.. 

(signed)  J.  Richardsony  Surgeon  2d  W.  I.  Regiment, 

and  Principal  Medical  Officer. 
J.  WiUmy  Ass^  Suigeon  2d  W.  I.  Reg*. 


Sir,  Nassau,  Bahamas,  16  April  1888. 

No.  68.  ^  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  Excellency's  consideration.  Quarter-master  Potts'^ 

offer  for  the  storage  of  the  necessaries  and  rations  ror  the  regiment,  and  I  can  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  sajring  that  I  really  think  his  offer  is  advantageous ;  the  medical  officers  being  of 
opinion,  that  the  salt-meat,  candles,  soap,  vegetables,  &c.,  being  under  the  soldiers,  is  in- 
jurious to  their  health,  and  the  board  of  officers  haying  deemed  the  same  place  improper  to 
store  the  dry  goods,  in  both  of  which  opinions  I  decidedly  concur,  I  do  not  thiiuc  a  store 
for  either  purpose  could  be  procured  for  the  same  rent. 


His  Excellency  Colonel  Cockbum, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


I  have  the  honour,  &c. 
(signed)  W.  B.  Mcolls, 

Lieut.-col.  2d  W.  I.  Regiment. 


Sir;  Nassau,  Bahamas,  16  April  1838. 

No.  59.  I  HAVE  been  obliged  to  take  the  large  house  upon  the  Parade,  at  the  high  rent  of  $25 

per  month ;  and  to  assist  in  pacing  the  above,  should  it  be  considered  advantageous  to  the 
public,  I  would  give  up  a  portion  of  the  house  for  either  a  provision-store  or  a  store  for 
soldiers'  necessaries,  at  $^1  per  month,  this  being  the  sum  I  have  to  pay  beyond  my 
lodging-allowance ;  or  I  would  undertake  to  furnish  sufficient  storage  for  both  purposes,  at 
$14  per  month,  as  in  the  latter  case  I  should  be  subject  to  sundry  expenses  in  securing  and 
altering  outhouses  for  the  above  purposes ;  with  this  provision,  tnat  I  might  be  allowed  to 
grind  com  for  the  use  of  the  regiment,  in  the  present  room,  or  any  others  vacant  in  the 
old  fort. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(signed)  John  Potts,  Q'  M^  2d  West  India  Regt. 

Lieut.-col.  W.  B.  NicoUs, 
Commanding  2d  West  India  Regiment,  &c.  Sec.  Sec. 


Sir,  Government  House,  Bahamas,  10  May  1838. 

I  HAYB  the  honour  to  enclose  herewith  copies  of  different  communications  which  have 
taken  place  in  consequence  of  a  statement  made  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Nicolls  commanding 
2d  West  India  Regiment,  by  the  quarter-master  of  the  regiment,  concerning  that  part  of 
the  lower  tier  of  the  town  barracks  here,  which  has  been  used  as  a  store  for  certain  articles, 
of  provisions,  and  for  the  keeping  of  regimental  necessaries,  clothing,  &c.,  and  by  which 
statement  it  appears  that  the  quarter-master  considered  that  great  mjury  had  been  done, 
both  to  his  own  nealth  and  the  articles  in  question  from  the  dampness  of  the  store.     It  will' 
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further  be  perceived,  that  a  more  eligible  place  has  been  temporarily  fitted  up  in  another 
part  of  the  barrack  premises  for  the  reception  of  the  provisions,  but  that  regimental  stores 
of  considerable  value  and  of  a  perishable  nature  are  still  kept  in  the  place  complained  of. 
The  expectation  of  the  respective  officers  is,  as  you  will  perceive,  rather  at  vanance  with 
that  of  Lieutenant-colonel  Nicolls,  as  to  the  beneficial  effect  to  be  produced  by  ventilating 
the  store-room  in  question;  and  I  certainly  incline  to  the  opinion  01  the  latter;  should  the 
former,  however,  even  prove  to  be  correct,  I  should  still  consider  it  as  highlv  desirable  that 
the  pround  tier  of  the  barracks  should,  as  was  assuredly  originally  intended,  be  appropriated 
to  tlie  use  of  the  men  for  cleaning-rooms  and  places  of  exercise  in  very  hot  or  rainy 
weather.  By  my  last  communication  to  the  respective  officers,  it  will  be  seen  that  I  have 
suspended  my  order  for  the  hire  of  a  store  for  the  regimental  clothing,  necessaries,  accoutre- 
ments, &c. ;  nor  will  it  be  renewed  imtil  I  am  honoured  with  your  further  directions  on  the 
subject.  Permit  me  further  to  solicit  your  particular  attention  to  the  latter  part  of  the 
report  of  the  medical  officers.  The  loss  of  life  which  annually  takes  place  from  the  want 
of^  proper  accommodation  for  the  number  of  troops  stationed  here  is  very  great.  Plans  and 
estimates  for  additional  barracks  have  repeatedly  been  sent  to  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  but 
year  after  year  has  passed  away,  and  life  after  life  has  been  sacrificed,  but  no  order  or  decision 
on  the  subject  has  been  sent  out.  Were  European  troops  to  be  Quartered  here  and  occupy 
the  same  building  now  appropriated  to  a  part  of  the  2d  West  India  regiment,  the  mortality 
would  be  appalling.  Humanity  really  requires  that  some  further  arrangement  should  be 
made.  The  floors  of  the  huts  and  hired  buildings  are  only  a  few  inches  removed  from  the 
ground ;  but  in  this  respect  the  medical  report  will  speak  for  itself;  and  I  confidently  hope 
that  your  exertions  on  so  pressing  and  important  a  subject  will  induce  the  Board  of 
Ordnance  to  adopt  some  means  for  the  relief  of  the  evil  complained  of.  It  may  not  be  un- 
important to  add,  that  the  price  paid  for  the  hire  of  the  unhealthy  and  inconvenient  build- 
ing complained  of  is  very  high :  out,  bad  as  it  is,  it  was  the  onlv  one  that  could  be  obtained. 
The  enclosed  return  will  show  the  description  of  accommodation  at  this  place,  and  the 
number  of  troops  in  each  building.  The  same  site  on  which  the  town  barrack  is  built  has 
been  recommended  for  additional  barracks.  It  is  certainly  very  healthy ;  but  I  am  of 
opinion  a  spot  should  be  selected  more  detached  from  the  town;  for  the  quartering  the 
whole  of  the  troops,  and  having  their  place  of  parade  in  a  central  part  thereof,  cannot  but 
be  objectionable  both  to  the  military  and  to  the  inhabitants.  There  is  a  second  captain 
of  engineers  stationed  here,  and  I  cannot  but  think  with  a  view  to  superintending  the 
erection  of  intended  additional  barracks. 

Having  considered  the  subject  to  which  this  letter  refers,  as  appertaining  to  the  quarter- 
ing of  the  troops,  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  address  you  thereon,  but  have  not  deemed  it 
necessary  to  make  any  communication  to  the  Board  of  Ordnance. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain.  Sir, 

Your  faithful  obedient  servant, 

(signed)  Fra*  Cockbum,  Col.  Comms. 

Lieut.-general  Sir  J.  W.  Gordon,  Bart.,  &c.  Sec.  kc. 
Horse  Gruards. 


Sir,  Nassau,  Bahamas,  21  April  1838. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  19th  instant.  ^^  ^I» 

In  replying  thereto,  it  may  not  be  unnecessary  to  state,  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  orders  Forwarding  Pro- 
of the  Board  of  Ordnance  that  the  ground  "  tiers"  of  the  iron  barracks  ever  were  occupied  ceediugs  of  difier- 
as  store  rooms.    These  tiers  were  directed  to  be  kept  as  cleaning-rooms  for  the  soldiers  who  ^nt  Boards, 
occupied  the  barrack  rooms  above'them. 

It  was  not,  however,  found  out  until  the  barrack  had  been  delivered  over  for  the  use  of  the 
troops,  that  there  was  not  any  building  attached  to  it,  or  any  Government  building  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  barrack  that  could  possibly  be  appropriated  for  a  provision,  doming  or 
issuing  store. 

In  this  dilemma  reference  was  made  to  myself  by  his  Excellency  General  Grant.  In 
order  to  prevent  unnecessary  expense  to  the  Government  lintil  the  master-general's  pleasure 
could  be  known,  I  recommended  the  occupation  of  these  tiers  as  stores,  and  they  have  since 
remained  so. 

His  Excellency  will  perceive,  by  this  plain  statement,  it  never  was  intended  either  by 
his  Excellency  General  Grant  or  myself,  that  this  occupation  was  to  be  permanent.  His 
well  known  humanity  rendered  such  an  idea  impossible ;  it  was  had  recourse  to  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  moment. 

I  feel,  with  the  medical  board,  whose  proceedings  I  have  the  honour  to  return  herewith, 
that  those  "tiers"  being  occupied  with  vegetables,  salt  provisions,  candles, oil,  &c.  &c.,  must 
be  prejudicial  to  the  health  ot  the  soldiers  occupying  the  rooms  above,  and  I  unite  with  them 
in  recommending  their  removal  forthwith.  With  regard  to  the  Government,  Ordnance  and 
clothier's  stores,  there  is  not,  perhaps,  within  the  tropics  a  store  worse  calculated  for  their 
preservation. 

The  boots  are  mildewed  in  two  or  three  hours  ;  the  windows  cannot  be  kept  open  at  night, 
so  destructive  is  the  air  to  the  above  articles;  as  a  proof  of  this  I  have  only  to  state,  that  the 
window-shutters 'ifere  perforated  by  augur-holes,  so  as  to  admit  the  air  in  a  partial  degree ; 
the  consequence  Ms  been,  that  a  greater  loss  has  been  sustained,  the  damaged  articles 
amounting  to  21/^  95.  6  c?.  steirling,  during  the  last  year. 
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I  have  therefore  to  request  you  will  be  pleased  distmctly  to  say  to  bis  EzeeUe&ey,  that 
my  long  experiance  enables  me  to  assert,  that  under  no  cireumslanoes  can  those  tieia  eyet  be 
made  a  healthy  place  for  the  storage  of  goods  of  the  above  description* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c« 

Lieut.  W.  H.  NicoUs,  (signed)        W.  B.  NicoUs, 

Fort  Adjtttsnt.  Lieut-colcuiel  Goams  2d  W.  L  Reg^« 


Gentlemen,  €rovemment  House,  Bahamas,  26  Apil  1838. 

No.  62.  I  AM  directed  by  his   Excellency  the  colonel  commanding  to  forward   herewilh  the 

enclosed  correspondence,  respecting  the  quartermaster's  stores  of  the  2d  West  Indm 
regiment,  and  to  inquire  whether  there  are  any  Government  buildings  vacant  in  which  the 
stores  in  question  could  be  deposited,  so  as  to  meet  the  views  contained  in  tiie  several  reports* 
Should  there  be  no  such  building  vacant  and  disposable,  you  will  be  pleased  to  report  how 
far  you  are  authorized  to  incur  any  expense  for  the  hire  of  one. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(signed)         W.  NicoUs,  Lieu*  k  Fort  Adj*, 
To  the  respective  Officers  of  the  Ordnance. 


Sir,  Office  of  Ordnance,  Bahamas,  27  April  laas, 

-.  Wjs  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterdays  date,  for- 

JNo.  63,  warding,  by  the  direction  of  his  Excellency  the  colonel  commanding,  a  correspondence 

respecting  tne  quartern-master's  stores  of  2d  West  India  r^ment,  in  reply  to  wliich  we  have 
the  honour  to  state,  for  bis  Excellency's  information,  that  there  is  no  vacant  Grovemment 
building  in  which  stores  of  a  perishable  nature,  such  as  clothing,  necessaries,  8cc^  can  be 
safely  deposited.  With  regara,  however,  to  a  provision  store,  we  take  the  liberty  of  sug- 
gesting, that,  as  a  temporary  eqpedi^t,  a  part  ot  the  old  fbrtp  which  we  think  may  be  made 
eii^fe  for  the  purpose  at  a  trifling  ej^pense,  should  be  appropriated  for  the  reception  of  such 
articles  as,  in  tne  opinion  of  the  medical  board,  are  considered  detrimental  to  the  health  of 
the  troops  occupying  the  rooms  above  the  present  stores. 

With  reference  to  the  last  part  of  your  letter,  we  be^  to  enclose  a  copy  of  our  instructions 
from  the  master-g^eral  and  Board  of  Ordnance,  on  t£e  subject  of  incurring  any  expenditure 
beyond  the  sums  authorized^  without  receiving  the  Oovemor's  specific  authority  for  the 
same,  by  which  his  Excellency  will  perceive  that  we  are  precluded  from  hiring  a  building 
for  the  purpose  of  a  store  on  our  own  re^xmsibility. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(signed)         T.  Budgen,  Capt>^  Comms  Royal  Engineer, 

Lieut  Oomms  Royal  Artillery  (absent). 
Th<f  C.  Martelli,  AcU  Ord^  Storekeeper. 

Lieut.  NicoUs,  2d  W.  L  Regiment,  Fort  Adjutant. 


(No    29  )  ClBCULAB.— FOEEIGH  StATIOKS. 

Gentlemen,  OflSee  of  Ordnance,  31  August  1832.    (T.— 276.) 

No.  64.  Adverting  to  nay  letter,  dated  the  18th  ultimo  (O. — 1,541.),  and  to  the  previous  com* 

munication  therein  referred  to,  respecting  the  expenditure  of  sums  voted  by  Farliam^nt  for 
services  carried  on  in  th^  Ondnanx^e  department : 

.  I  am  directed  to  a£<]^uaint  you,  the  master<^eneral  and  board  have  been  in  communication 
with  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury,  with  a  view  to  the  issue  of  such 
94ditional  instructions  as  may  be  deemed  expedient  for  tibe  purpose  of  more  effectually  pre^ 
venting  any  eq^^enditure  of  money  beyond  the  sums  from  time  to  time  voted  by  Parlisjnent^ 
*  and  I  am  now  to  conmmnicate  to  you  the  following  orders  of  the  master-general  and  board 

on  the  subject. 

First,  I  am  to  state,  that  they  will  hold  you  collectively  and  individually  responsible  for 
not  drawing  upon  the  Commissariat  department  to  a  larger  amount  than  the  limit  commu- 
nicated to  you  as  the  sum  to  be  annually  expended,  excepting  only  in  those  particular  cases 
in  which  you  may  receive  from  the  resident  Governor  or  other  pnncipal  local  officer  in  the 
colony  a  specific  authority  for  the  deviation ;  and  the  master-genenu  and  board  will,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  stop  the  pay  of  any  officer,  military  or  civil,  who  shall  overdraw  the  suma 
authorized  for  expenditure  at  the  station,  until  he  shall  have  satisfactorily  explained  the 
reason  of  the  excess,  so  far  as  to  show  that  it  became  his  duty  to  take  the  responsibility 
upon  himself. 

In  all  cases  where  the  resident  Governor  or  other  principal  local  officer  shall  require  the 
amount  voted  to  be  exceeded,  the  authority  is  to  be  in  writing,  and,  even  then,  the  master- 
general  and  board  expect  you  will  exercise  a  cautious  discretion ;  if  the  circumstances,  in 
your  opinion,  be  not  of  sucn  an  urgent  and  pressing  nature  as  to  carry  with  them  a  complete 
justification,  should  Parliament  question  the  excess  of  expenditure,  the  master-general  and 
board  desire  you  will  communicate  to  the  local  authorities  your  readiness,  on  behalf  of  this 

department. 
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department,  to  comply  with  the  ordere,  provided  they  are  prepared  to  exonerate  the 
Ordnance,  and  to  take  upon  themselves  the  whole  responsibility^  of  exc^edmg  thd  amoiiuit 
allowed  to  be  expended. 

The  above  rule,  i  am  to  state,  is  to  apply  generally,  whether  the  exp^iditive  be  provided 
for  in  Ordnance  estimates  or  otherwise. 

In  communicating  the  above  orders,  to  which  the  master-general  and  board  desire  you 
will  strictly  adhere,  I  am  to  acquaint  you>  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  have 
signified  that  they  will  communicate  to  the  proper  officers  of  the  Commissariat  department 
the  annual  amount  to  be  expended  in  all  cases  where  a  service  is  to  be  performed  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  Ordnance  department,  and  the  iunds  to  meet  the  expenditure  are 
not  provided  for  in  the  Ordnance  estimates ;  and  the  Commissariat  officers  will  be  restricted 
by  their  Lordships  from  issuing  out  of  the  military- chest  any  further  sums  than  that  which 
has  been  appropriated  for  the  annuid  exp^diture  for  the  service. 

TI:^  c^^rs  of  the  Commissariat  department  will  be  Airth«r  instructed  by  the  Loid^  of 
the  Treasury  that  the  only  excef)tion  to  the  above  rule  will  be  in  those  crises  where  the 
resident  Governor  or  other  principal  local  officer  of  the  colony  shall  issue  a  special  order, 
and  upon  his  own  responsibility^  to  extend  the  amount  to  be  issued ;  such  order,  as  before 
observed,  to  be  invariably  a  written  one* 

With  regard  to  services  provided  for  in  the  Ordnance  estimates,  such  instructions  will  be 
issued  from  Ihe  Treasury  to  the  officers  of  the  Commissariat  as  will  effectually  prevent  any 
over  issue  of  money,  except  under  the  special  authorities  before  mentioned. 

I  am,  &c. 
The  respective  Officers  of  the  Ordnance,  (signed)        R.  Byham. 

Bahamas. 


G^tlemen,  '        Gk)vemment  House,  Bahamas,  30  April  1838.  No«  65. 

Ik  reference  to  your  communication  of  the  27th  instant,  I  am  directed  by  the  colonel  com«> 
mandine  to  desire  that  the  arrangements  you  have  suggested  for  appropriating  a  part  of 
the  old  fort  as  a  temporary  store  for  keeping  provisions  in  may  130  completed  as  soon  as 
convenient,  with  a  view  to  complying  with  the  recommendation  of  the  medical  board  for 
removing  the  provisions  at  present  plfMsed  in  the  lower  tier  of  Uie  iron  barracks^ 

The  colonel  commanding  fuHher  directs  that  a  store  may  be  hired,  into  which  Uie  other 
^^ox^f  at  present  placed  in  the  same  tier  of  the  barracks,  may  also  be  removed ;  in  forward- 
ing this  latter  direction  I  am  to  acquaint  you,  the  colcmel  commanding  is  ftiUy  aware  of  the 
responsibility  which  attaches  thereto  under  the  orders  of  the  Board  of  Ordnance  as  com- 
municated to  the  respective  officers  at  Bahamas  in  circular  letter  dated  Office  of  Ordnance, 
81  August  1832.     (T.— 276.) 

Should  there  be  no  additional  expense  incurred  by  so  doing,  the  colonel  commanding  con- 
siders it  would  be  desirable  that  the  stores  in  question  should  be  removed  to  the  nouse 
occupied  by  Mr.  Potts,  the  quarter-master  of  the  2d  West  India  regiment. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

The  respective  Officers,  Ordnance.  (signed)         W.  H.  Nicolb^  U  &  Fort  Adjt. 


Sir,  Office  of  Ordnance,  Bahaitiias,  2  May  1838. 

Wfi  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  rtM)eipt  of  your  letter  of  the  30th  \At,  and  to  No.  66. 

aeammt  you,  for  the  infi»*mation  of  his  Excellency  the  colonel  commanding,  that  no  time 
will,  be  lost  in  effecting  the  arrangement  he  has  approved  of  for  converting  a  part  of  th^  old 
fort  into  a  provision  and  issuing  store.  With  reference  to  his  Bx!cellency's  forther  directions 
for  the  hire  of  a  place  for  the  reception  of  the  odier  stores,  at  present  placed  in  the  lower 
tier  of  the  iron  barracks,  we  beg  to  suggest  that  the  usual  method  of  advertising  be  resorted 
to,  by  which  it  will  be  best  ascertained  if  Mr.  Potts's  hous^  is  the  most  eligible  for  the  puN 
pose  that  can  be  obtained,  and  whether  any  additional  expense  will  be  incurred  in  giving  it 
the  preference ;  we  therefore  enclose  a  requisition  to  the  commissary  in  the  usual  form  for  his 
Excrilency's  approval. 

In  thus  obeying  the  instructions  of  the  colonel  commanding,  as  conveyed  by  your  letter, 
we  request  you  vnll  state  most  respectfully  to  his  Excellency,  that  (entertaining  the  opinion 
the  removal  of  the  salt  provisions  and  other  articles  creating  damp  fmm  the  lower  tier  of  the 
barracks,  by  which  so  much  space,  with  the  power  of  separating  and  airing  the  other  things 
deposited  diere>  will  be  obtained,  the  objections  to  these  rooms  as  stores  for  (nothing  and  neces- 
saries will  be  in  a  great  measure,  if  not  entirely,  obviated)  we  cannot,  in  forwarding  this  cor** 
respoodence  for  tte  board's  consideration,  with  the  report  we  are  called  upon  to  make  on 
the  subject,  recommend  the  expense  of  hiring  a  building  for  the  purpose  oi  a  store  should 
be  iiunirr«i  by  the  Ordnance.  ^^  ^^^^  ,^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^ 

(signed)  T.  Budgeriy  Captain  Comms  Royal  Engineer. 

Lkmt.  Nicolls,  2d  W.  L  Regiment,  ^^'^  ^'  ^'^"«»'  ^^^'  ^"^'^  Storekeeper. 

Fort  Adjutant 
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Office  of  Ordnance,  Bahamas,  2  May  1838.    ' 
No.  67.  Required  for  the  use  of  the  2d  West  India  regiment  the  under-mentioned  accommoda- 

tion; viz. 

A  well  ventilated,  dry  store  in  the  vicinity  of  the  iron  barracks,!   .  , 

for  the  reception  of  clothing,  soldiers'  necessaries,  &c,  &c.  -J  ^^  month. 

T.  Budgen,  Captain  Comm8  Roy^  Engineer. 
Tko'  C.  Martetliy  ActK  Ordc«  Storekeeper. 
Approved,  and  the  assistant-commissary-general  will  provide  the  same  agreeably  to  his 
instructions. 


No.  68.  Gentlemen,  Government  House,  Nassau,  4  May  1888. 

Having  submitted  your  communication  of  the  2d  instant  to  the  colonel  commanding, 
I  am  directed  to  inform  you,  that  under  the  confident  expectation  therein  expressed,  that 
the  removal  of  the  provisions  and  vegetables  will  render  tne  rooms  in  the  lower  tier  of  the 
barracks  unobjectionable  for  the  keeping  of  the  clothing.  Sec, 'the  hiring  of  another  build- 
ing  wUl  be  postponed  for  the  present.  j  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^  ^^^^i^^  ^^ 

The  respective  Officers,  Ordnance.  (signed)         W.  H.  Nicolls,  V  &  Fort  Adj*. 


Sir,  Office  of  Ordnance,  8  August  1838.     (M.  G. — 362.) 

No.  69.  With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  19th  ult,  on  the  subject  of  the  barrack  accommoda^ 

tion  at  the  Bahamas  : 
^^  I  have  the  honour,  by  command  of  the  master-general  and  Board  of  Ordnance,  to  in- 

t4oft«  5^  ^  A  tt  ^^''"^  y^"'  ^^^*  ^  copy  of  your  letter  and  its  enclosures  have  been  sent  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Ift  eiftc^^-  suty»  Treasury,  stating,  that  until  the  decision  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  shall  be  received  on 
■uiicT  to'^^^^  '  this  question,  the  Ordnance  department  have  no  power  to  remedy  the  evils  complained  of  by 
— "'^  the  (jovemor  and  the  medical  officer  at  this  colony. 

I  am  at  the  same  time  to  observe,  that  the  necessity  of  building  a  new  barrack  at  the 
Bahamas  has  been  pressed  upon  the  attention  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
Treasurv  for  several  years  past;  and  that  as  soon  as  a  decision  has  been  come  to  it  shall  be  re- 
ported &r  the  information  of  the  general  commanding  in  chief. 

In  conclusion,  I  am  to  add,  that  this  department  sanctioned  an  estimate  on  the  27th  ult. 
for  the  appropriation  of  a  casemate  in  Fort  Nassau,  as  a  provision-store  for  the  troops. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         G.  Butler,  for  the  Secretary. 

Lieut.-general  Sir  J.  W.  Gordon,  Bart.,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
Horse  Guards. 


Sir,  Horse  Guards,  11  August  1838. 

No.  70.  The  general  commanding  in  chief  having  received  from  the  officer  commanding  at  the 

Bahamas,  the  mpst  pressing  representation  of  the  want  of  additional  barrack  accommoda- 
tion at  that  station,  and  the  necessary  communication  having  been  made  thereon  to  the 
Ordnance  department,  I  am  directed  to  transmit,  for  the  information  of  the .  Secretary  of 
State,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  master-general  and  board,  from  which  it  appears  that  the 
necessity  of  building*  a  new  barrack  at  the  Bahamas  has  b^n  pressed  upon  the  attention  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Treasury  for  some  years  past. 

As  this  matter  therefore  is  now  depending  upon  the  decision  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, I  have  to  request  that  you  would  have  the  goodness  to  bring  it  before  Lord  Glenelg's 
early  consideration,  T  h        A- 

James  Stephen,  Esq.,  &c.  &c.  &c.  (signed)        Filzroy  Somerset. 


My  Lord,  Downing-street,  24  September  1838. 

No.  71.  I  AM  directed  by  Lord  Glenelg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the 

1 1th  ultimo,  by  which  it  appears  that  urgent  representations  have  been  made  to  the  gene- 
ral commanding  in  chief,  of  the  want  of  proper  barrack  accommodation  at  the  Bahamas, 
and  that  the  master-general  and  Ordnance  department,  on  being  applied  to,  have  stated, 
that  the  necessity  of  building  a  new  barrack  there  has  been  pressed  upon  the  attention  of 
the  Colonial  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Treasury  for  several  years  past.  In  answer,  I  am  to 
transmit  to  you  the  accompanying  copies  of  a  despatch  from  Lieut.-governor  Balfour,  of  the 
6th  September  1833;  of  a  letter  from  this  department,  transmitting  a  copy  of  it  to  the 
master-general  and  Board  of  Ordnance  of  the  5th  November  1833 ;  and  of  Mr.  Byham's 
answer  of  the  16th  of  that  month,  intimating  that  the  Fort  Charlotte  barracks  were  to  be 
forthwith  taken  down,  and  accommodation  hired  for  the  troops  to  the  extent  required ;  and 
of  the  subsequent  communications  from  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  dated  respectively  the  19th 
of  May  and  23d  July  1834. 
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Lord  Glenelg  cannot  find  that  there  has  been  any  representation  made  to  this  depart- 
ment, subsequently  to  the  above  correspondence,  concerning  the  want  of  barracks  in  the 
Bahamas ;  and  his  Lordship  can  only,  tnerefore,  intimate  his  readiness  to  take  into  imme- 
diate consideration  any  statement  which  may  be  made  to  him  on  the  subject,  showing  the 
amount  of  force  required  to  be  kept  in  garrison,  the  present  extent  and  state  of  the  accom- 
modation, and  the  deficiency  to  be  supplied. 

With  regard  to  the  first  point,  the  estimate  for  the  Bahamas  garrison  cannot  be  based,  as 
in  the  other  West  India  colonies,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  engineer  commission  of 
1824,  as  that  commission  was  prevented,  by  the  want  of  a  conveyance,  firom  visiting  the 
Bahamas ;  but  with  reference  to  the  anticipations  of  the  reduction  in  the  garrison,  expressed 
by  Lieut.-govemor  Balfour,  in  1833,  Lord  Glenelg  would  observe,  for  Lord  Hill's  infor- 
mation, that  the  negroes  in  the  Bahamas  are  in  a  perfect  state  of  tranquillity,  and  that  the 
garrison  should  be  estimated  with  reference  rather  to  the  situation  of  the  colony  as  com- 
manding the  entrance  to  the  Ghilf  of  Florida  than  to  any  internal  circumstance. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Lord  Fitzroy  Somerset,  (signed)         Ja»  Stephen. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


(No.  38.) 

Sir,  Government  House,  Nassau,  6  September  1833. 

I  TRUST  it  will  not  be  thought  that  I  depart  fix>m  the  strict  line  of  my  duty,  or  am  an  No.  72. 

impertinent  meddler  in  the  matters  of  a  department  not  immediately  under  my  orders,  if  I 
represent  to  you  that  the  old  barracks  here  are  in  a  state  of  extreme  dilapidation  and  ruin, 
and  therefore  are  most  dangerous  to  the  troops  quartered  in  them.  Owing  to  the  numerical 
force  here,  and  the  insuflSciency  of  the  new  barracks,  upwards  of  200  men  are  kept  in  the 
old  or  Fort  Charlotte  barracks,  a  building  in  so  unhealthy  a  site  that  no  officer  is  allowed  to 
be  (quartered  there,  and  now  so  ruinous,  as  in  every  high  wind  to  threaten  the  lives  of  the 
soldiers  residing  in  it.  It  has  been  condemned  more  than  once^  and  represented  as  irre- 
parable ;  but  tne  Board  of  Ordnance  have  not  sent  any  final  instructions  out  on  the  subject, 
and  I  therefore  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  offer  these  remarks  on  it,  lest  by  npy  silence  I  should 
be  in  any  way  accessary  to  the  not  improbable  fate  which  hangs  over  the  unfortunate 
men  quartered  there.  Tne  buildine,  if  taken  down  now,  may  by  uie  sale  of  its  materials 
fetch  some  money,  and  the  only  additional  expense  would  be  the  erection  of  new  barracks 
for  the  200  (or  thereabouts)  who  inhabit  it,  or  for  the  hire- of  a  house  to  receive  them,  and 
the  latter  would  appear  to  be  the  preferable  of  the  two ;  for  after  the  slave  question  is 
arranged,  I  am  conndent  that  the  force  here  may  be  reduced  safely  within  the  limits  of  the 
numbers  which  the  other  Ordnance  buildings  are  capable  of  holding. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Right  honourable  E.  G.  Stanley,  (signed)        B.  T.  Balfour. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Sir,  Downing-street,  6  November  1833. 

I  AM  directed  by  Mr.  Secretary  Stanley  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  consideration  of  the 
master-general  and  Board  of  Ordnance,  the  copy  of  a  despatch  received  from  the  Lieut.- 
govemor  of  the  Bahamas,  relating  to  the  dilapidated  state  of  the  barracks  in  that  colony. 

I  have,  &c. 
R.  Byham,  Esq.,  &c.  &c.  &c.  (signed)         John  Lefevre. 


Sir,  '  Office  of  Ordnance,  15  November  1833. 

Having  submitted  to  the  master-general  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  and  its  accompa-  No.  74. 

nying  copy  of  a  despatch  received  from  the  Lieut.-govemor  of  the  Bahamas,  representmg 
the  dilapidated  state  of  the  old  barracks  of  Fort  Charlotte,  and  the  expediency  of  hiring  a 
house  for  the  accommodation  of  the  200  men  who  now  occupy  the  old  barracks,  I  have 
the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  Secretary  of  State's  information,  that  the  master-general 
and  board  have  given  orders  that  the  Fort  Charlotte  barracks  shall  forthwith  be  taken 
down,  and  the  materials '  disposed  of,  and  for  the  hire  of  accommodation  to  the  extent 
requested. 

I  have,  &c. 

John  Lefevre,  Esq.,  &c.  &c.  &c,.  (signed)        JR.  Bt/ham. 


Sir,  Office  of  Ordnance,  1 9  M  ay  1 834. 

The  master-general  and  board  having  had  under  consideration  a  letter  from  Captain  j^q  ^^^ 

Kitson,  commanding  engineer  at  the  Bahamas,  reporting  the  measures  he  had  adopted  for 
providing  additional  accommodation  for  the  troops  in  that  colony,  in  taking  down  Fort 
Charlotte  barracks,  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  a  copy  thereof  to  you,  in  reference  to 
your  communication  of  the  5th  November  last,  and  to  acquaint  you,  that  before  giving  any 
orders  upon  the  last  paragraph,  the  master-general  and  board  request  to  be  favoured  with 
15^1.  D  the 
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the  Secretary  of  State's  determination  as  to  the  future  atrength  of  the  commamly  and  what 
tether  barrack  accommodation  should  now  be  prorided. 

I  have,  &c. 

John  Lefevre,  Esq.,  &c.  &c.  &c.  (signed)        R.  Byham. 


Royal  Engineer  Office,  Bahamas, 
Sir,  20  March  1834. 

No.  76.  On  the  receipt  of  the  master-general  and  board's  orders  of  the  15th  November  1833 

(M.  G. — 368),  of  which  a  copy  was  forwarded  to  me,  with  your  order  thereon  dated  19th 
November  last.  No.  142,  directing  the  Fort  Charlotte  barracKs  to  be  forthwith  taken  down, 
and  houses  to  be  hired  for  the  accommodation  of  the  men  now  quartered  therein,  and  to 
forward  revised  plans  and  estimates  of  a  proposed  barrack,  I  immediately  began  to  inouire 
if  any  suitable  buildings  could  be  hired  for  the  troops,  but,  after  several  days'  searcn,  it 
was  ascertained  that  no  house  could  be  obtained.  As  the  rainy  season  would  shortly  set  in, 
I  deemed  it  most  desirable,  considering  the  very  ruinous  and  unheaMiy  state  of  Fort  Chaiiotte 
barracks,  to  obtain,  without  loss  of  time,  other  cover  for  the  men,  rather  than  continue  to 
incur  a  further  expense  in  attempting  to  patch  up  those  buildings,  and  therefore  proposed  to 
the  respective  officers,  with  part  of  the  materials  of  the  barracks  ordered  to  be  taken  down, 
to  construct  temporary  but  serviceable  buildings  for  the  number  of  men  now  quartered  in 
those  barracks  upon  tne  site  attached  to  the  artillery  barracks,  which  proposition  the  re* 
spectiv'e  officers  are  of  opinion  was  the  best  and  most  economical  that  could  be  adopted, 
and  the  same  was  communicated  to  Lieut-colonel  Patersoa  commanding  the  troops,  for 
his  approbation,  and  the  opinion  required  of  the  senior  medical  officer  as  to  the  site  and 
proposed  mode  of  constructing  them  with  resi)ect  to  the  health  of  the  troops,  the  opinion 
of  these  officers  being  most  favourable,  I  received  a  request  from  the  respective  officers  to 
submit  a  plan,  with  an  estimate  of  the  probable  expense ;  the  latter  I  communicated  by 
letter.  No.  1  (herewith  enclosed  is  a  copy),  stating  it  at  180/.  sterling,  agreeably  to  the 
plan  attached  to  the  letter,  upon  which  I  was  authorized  by  them  to  proceed  vridiout  delay, 
and  having  made  every  exertion  and  means  in  my  power  to  expedite  this  service,  I  hare 
already  reared  the  frame  and  roof  of  one  buildmg  68}  feet  long  by  21}  feet  wride,  and  in 
two  days  more  a  similar  one  will  be  in  the  same  state  of  progress,  and  much  of  the  timber 
ready  \ox  a  third  building ;  and,  should  the  weather  continue  favourable,  I  have  reason  to 
trust  that  in  a  month  these  buildings  will  be  occupied  by  the  180  men  now  quartered  in 
Fort  Charlotte  barracks,  and  for  which  Lieut.-colonel  Paterson  has  desired  accommodation. 

As  it  was  not  possible  to  adhere  strictly  to  the  order  of  the  master-^neral  and  board 
of  the  15th  November  1833  (M.  G. — 358),  the  dangerous  state  of  the  oarracks,  with  the 
fast  approaching  rainy  season,  and  without  the  remotest  prospect  of  hiring  houses  for  the 
troops,  I  have  to  hope  that  my  proposition  to  the  respective  officers,  and  my  proceedings  in 
erecting  these  temporary  barracks,  will  be  received  most  favourably,  under  the  peculiarity 
and  necessity  of  the  case  in  the  first  instance,  and  the  attention  P&id  to  the  strictest 
economy  in  constructing  them.  These  buildings  will  remain  cood  for  four  or  five  years,  with 
trifling  repairs  ;  and  should  they  not  be  disposed  of  at  nearly  the  same  price  as  would  be 

fiven  for  them  at  present,  from  the  very  hign  price  of  house-rent  in  this  colony,  I  am  con- 
dent  that  accommodation  for  a  like  number,  180  men,  if  such  had  been  possible,  would 
not  have  been  hired  at  so  low  a  rate  as  the  amount  of  the  probable  expense  of  building 
these  temporary  barracks ;  besides,  the  discipline  is  more  likely  to  be  observed  than  when 
men  are  quartered  in  small  numbers  in  houses  in  different  parts  of  a  town. 

With  respect  to  the  revised  plans  called  for  by  the  master-general  and  board's  order  above 
quoted,  I  beg  to  inquire  whether  the  ("  with  a  view  to  a  considerable  reduction  of  expense") 
number  (200  men)  for  which  a  plan  and  estimate  of  a  barrack  now  submitted  is  to  be 
reduced,  or  that  a  less  expensive  ouilding  be  constructed  for  that  number ;  and  I  would  b^ 
to  remark,  that  should  it  be  in  contemplation  to  reduce  this  command  to  300,  Uttle  or  no 
further  accommodation  would  be  required  beyond  what  the  present  barrack  building?  can 

^''^^'  I  have,  &c. 

(signed)        John  KiUon^ 
Major-general  Pilkington,  Captain  Commanding  Royal  Engineer. 

Inspector-general  of  Fortifications. 


Office  of  Ordnance, 
Sir,  23  July  1834.     (M.  G.— 306.) 

No.  77.  Refbrhing  to  the  master-general   and    board's  communication,  dated   the  15th  No- 

vember 1833,  and  19th  May  last,  upon  the  subject  of  providing  proper  accommodation  for 
-  H^^^jjl^--  the  troops  quartered  in  Fort  Charlotte  barracks,  in  the  Bcmamas,  on  account  of  the 
^^0"'^''''^''^^'^  dilapidated  state  of  those  buildings,  and  which  were  proposed  to  be  taken  down,  I  have 
the  nonour,  by  command  of  the  master-general  and  board,  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  Mr.  Secretary  Rice,  that  a  report  has  recently  been  received  from  the  commanding 
engineer,  dated  24th  May,  stating  that  two  temporary  barracks,  capable  of  containing 
92  men,  having  been  completed,  they  were  intended  to  be  immediately  occupied  by  the 
men  then  in  the  Fort  Charlotte  barracks,  when,  by  the  enclosed  return,  there  would  only 
remain  53  requiring  accommodation,  and  that  as  a  third  temporary  barrack  was  in  progress, 

calculated 
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calculated  for  88  men,  the  above  number  could  be  provided  for.  According,  dierefore,  to 
this  information,  it  would  appear  that,  with  the  temporary  barracks,  there  w3l  be  sufficient 
accommodation  for  the  garrison  of  Nassau  for  four  or  five  years,  which  will  give  suffident 
time  for  the  erection  of  new  barracks,  if  considered  requisite. 

I  am,  however,  to  request  that  you  will  move  Mr.  Secretary  Rice  to  favour  tiie  master- 
general  and  board  with  his  decision  upon  the  question  submitted  m  their  letter  of  the  19th  May, 
as  to  the  future  strength  of  the  garrison  for  which  barrack  accommodation  is  to  be  kept  up. 

I  have,  &c. 

J.  Lefevre,  Esq.  &c.  &c.  (signed)         G.  Butler^  for  the  Secretaiy. 


Sir,  Horse  Guards,  6  October  1838. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  to  the  quarter-master-general,  dated  8  Augufet  (M.  G. —  No.  78. 

362),  "  observing  that  the  necessity  of  building  a  new  banrack  at  the  Bahamas  has  been 
pressed  upon  the  attention  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Treasury  for  several 
years  past,  and  that  as  soon  as  a  decision  has  been  come  to,  it  shall  be  reported  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  general  commanding  in  chief:" 

I  have  now  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  master-general  and 
Board  of  Ordnance,  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Under  Secretary  of  State,  dated  the  24th 
ultimo,  with  its  enclosures,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  some  misapprehension  exists 
upon  this  matter,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  State  has  intimated  his  readmess  to  take  into 
immediate  consideration  any  statement  which  may  be  made  to  him  on  the  subject. 

I  have,  &c. 
G.  Butler,  Esq.  &c.  &c.  &c.  (signed)         Fitzroy  Somerset, 


77J^''^<> 


Office  of  Ordnance, 
My  Lord,  24  October  1838.     (M.  G.— 500.)  No.  79 

I  HAYB  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  6th  instant,     *. 
forwarding  one  firom  the  Under  Secretary  of  State,  with  its  enclosures,  on  the  subject  of    ^  J^-  7i^  ^^ 
barrack  accommodation  at  the  Bahamas,  from  which  your  Lordship  states  it  will  be  seen  ""--S^^^^  ^^  ^3, 
that  some  misapprehension  exists  upon  ^is  matter ;  and  having  submitted  the  same  to  the 
master-general  and  Board  of  Ordnance,  they  direct  me  to  observe  to  your  Lordship,  for 
the  information  of  the  geneial  commanding  in  chief,  that  the  Colonial  Secretary  of  State,  in 
his  letter  of  the  24th  ultimo,  states  that  he  cannot  find  that  any  representation  has  been 
made  to  his  department,  subsequently  to  the  19th  May  and  23d  July  1834,  concerning  the 
want  of  barracKs  in  the  Bahamas ;  but  his  Lordship  does  not  mention  that  he  has  never  to 
this  day  furnished  the  Ordnance  with  the  information  required  in  the  last  paragraph  of  those 
letters,  and  in  a  subsequent  one  addressed  to  him  by  the  master-general  ana  board  on 
the  8th  Majr  1835. 

The  question  is  one  of  the  first  importance  ;  but,  in  order  to  prove  that  the  responsibility 
does  not  rest  with  the  Ordnance,  I  am, commanded  to  forward,  for  the  information  of  the 
general  commanding  in  chief,  a  memorandum  dated  26  February  1837,  which  enters  fully 
into  the  subject,  carrying  down  to  that  time,  and  commencing  as  far  back  as  1792,  and  the 
subsequent  correspondence,  by  which  his  Lordship  will  perceive, — 

1.  That  subsequently  to  the  23d  July  18:34,  the  last  letter  acknowledged  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  have  been  received  from  the  (Ordnance  on  this  subject,  this  department 
again  renewed  it  on  the  8th  May  1835. 

2.  That  two  communications  were  addressed  to  Lord  Glenelg  by  the  Lieutenant-governor 
on  the  15th  June  and  31st  October  1836,  representing  the  dilapidated  state  and  decided 
insalubrious  situation  of  the  temporary  barracks  at  the  Bahamas,  and  the  importance 
of  deciding  upon  other  arrangements. 

3.  That  copies  of  these  documents  reached  the  Ordnance  through  the  Secretary  at  War, 
who  was  informed  that  no  steps  could  be  taken  tmtil  the  Secretary  of  State  determined 
upon  the  amount  of  the  military  force  to  be  kept  up. 

4.  That  the  memorandum  of  the  25th  February  1837  was  sent  to  the  Treasury  on  the  29th 
March,  and  that  their  Lordships  were  reminded  of  it  on  the  17th  April,  13th  October, 
3d  November  1837  ;  17th  January,  28th  March  and  8th  August  of  the  present  year. 

5.  That  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  19th  June  1837,  informed  theOrdnance  that  their 
Lordships  had  not  received  from  the  Colonial  Secretary  of  State  a  reply  to  a  communication 
made  by  their  direction  to  his  Lordship  on  the  26th  May  on  the  subject  of  the  probable 
strength  of  the  garrison  that  may  be  required  to  be  kept  up  at  the  Bahamas ;  but  as  soon 
as  this  point  is  determined,  their  Lordships  will  take  care  to  apprize  the  master-general  and 
Board  of  Ordnance  with  the  result. 

Up  to  this  time,  the  master-general  and  Board  of  Ordnance  have  not  been  favoured  by 
the  Treasury  with  the  information  so  long  sought  for ;  but  if  the  general  commanding  in 
chief  will  obtain  and  communicate  the  same,  this  department  is  as  fully  prepared  to  execute 
the  duty  intrusted  to  it  of  providing  the  barrack  accommodation  necessary  for  the  number 
of  troops  fixed  by  the  Government  to  be  kept  up  at  the  different  colonies,  as  they  were  on 
the  19th  May  1834,  when  they  first  inquired  of  tne  Colonial  Secretary  of  State  the  amount 
of  the  military  force  to  be  permanently  stationed  at  the  Bahamas. 

I  now  beg  to  state  to  your  Lordsnip,  that  the  number  of  troops  at  the  Bahamas,  in 
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December  1836,  is  shown  at  the  28th  paragraph  of  the  memorandum  before  referred  to, 
and  that  the  occupation  on  the  30th  June,  the  date  of  the  last  return,  was  4  officers  and  510 
men,  including  a  detachment  of  artillery. 

The  masteT-general  and  board  command  m^/  to  add,  that  the  question  of  the  barrack 
accommodation  in  the  West  Indies  for  some  years,  and  until  within  the  last  few  months, 
remained  in  abeyance  for  want  of  the  same  information  that  has  been  so  long  required  with 
regard  to  the  Bahamas.  Every  necessary  measure  was  taken  by  the  Ordnance  immediately 
they  were  furnished  with  the  power  to  act ;  but  it  should  be  observed,  that  the  Ordnance  are 
in  the  position  of  builders,  and  it  cannot,  it  is  conceived,  be  expected  that  they  are  to  frame 
estimates  for  barracks  without  knowing  the  number  of  individuals  for  which  accommoda- 
tion is  required.  Yet  when  the  accommodation  is  found  bad,  or  the  troops  unhealthy,  this 
department  is  reflected  upon,  it  being  quite  lost  sight  of  that  the  master-general  and 
board  cannot  be  aware  ot  the  state  of  the  health  of  the  troops  but  through  the  proper 
official  channels,  nor  can  they  incur  any  great  expense  in  building  or  altering  barracks 
but  under  the  authority  of  the  Treasury.  The  health  of  the  troops  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
officer  commanding  on  the  station  to  attend  to.  The  Ordnance  receive  no  reports  on  the 
subject ;  if  it  suffers  from  the  badness  of  the  barracks,  before  the  master-general  and  board 
can  stir,  the  matter  must  be  represented  to  them,  and  they  must  have  the  authority  of  the 
Treasury  for  the  expenditure  necessary  for  their  improvements. 

In  conclusion,  the  master-general  and  board  desire  me  to  state,  that  the  case  of  the 
Bahamas  is  the  case  of  all  the  other  colonial  barracks;  blame  would  seem  to  be  attempted 
to  be  thrown  on  the  Ordnance  department ;  whereas,  in  every  instance  they  hope  it  can  be 
shown,  as  in  this  of  the  Bahamas,  that  no  want  of  attention  has  been  evinced  by  them, 
either  as  to  the  accommodation  or  the  comfort  of  the  troops. 

I  have,  &c. 

Lieutenant-general  Lord  F.  Somerset,  r.  c.  b.,  (signed)        JR.  Bi/ham. 

&c.  &c.  &c.  Horse  Guards. 


Sir,  Nassau,  4  August  1838. 

No.  80.  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  state,  in  reference  to  the  conversation  I  had  with  you  on  the  si'bject 

of  bathing-houses  for  the  troops,  that  I  am  fiiUy  of  opinion  the  health  of  this  garrison  would 
be  most  materially  benefited  by  the  construction  of  two  bathing-houses ;  viz.,  one  for  the  use 
of  the  soldiers,  and  a  smaller  one  for  the  officers  of  the  garrison,  and  both  situated  near  the 
iron  barrack  wharf. 

Sea-bathing  is  especially  conducive  to  health  in  a  warm  climate,  and  the  men  would 
often  have  recourse  to  this  nealthful  ablution  in  the  sea,  but  are  in  a  great  measure  prevented 
doing  so  by  reason  of  the  law  which  prohibits  the  exposure  of  the  naked  person  within  a 
certain  distance  of  the  town  ;  and  as  the  soldiers  are  not  allowed  to  go  indiscriminately  any 
grp at  distance  for  sea-bathing,  and  where  they  would  necessarily  be  much  exposed  in  the 
open  bay  to  danger  from  sharks,  two  bathing-houses  for  the  use  of  the  men  and  officers  of 
the  garrison  appear  to  me  to  be  very  much  wanted  ;  and  I  therefore  submit  this  my  recom- 
mendation of  the  same  to  your  consideration,  and  that  it  may  be  foi'warded. 

I  have,  &c« 
(signed)        J.  Richardson, 
Surgeon  2d  W.  I.  Reg^  and  Principal  Medical  Officer. 

Lieut.-co*.  Nicolls,  Coms  2d  W.  I.  RegS 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


Sir,  Nassau,  Bahamas,  5  August  J  838. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit,  for  your  Excellency's  perusal  and  consideration,  the 
enclosed  letter  from  Surgeon  Richardson,  the  principal  medical  officer  on  this  station. 

Years  have  passed  away  since  I  tried,  by  all  the  means  I  could  with  propriety  adopt,  to 
procure  for  this  garrison  and  my  corps  that  comfort  the  principal  medical  officer  has  now 
recommended,  but  hitherto  without  the  least  effect. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        fV.  B.  Nicolls, 
His  Excellency  Colonel  Cockburn,  Lieut.-coL  Coms  2d  W.  I.  Regt. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


No.  82.  Sir,  Government-house,  Bahamas,  9  August  1838. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  herewith  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  Lieutenant-colonel 
Nicolls,  the  officer  commanding  the  2d  West  India  reriment  in  this  garrison,  and  covering 
a  communication  addressed  to  him  by  the  surgeon  of  the  corps  and  the  principal  medical 
officer;  both  these  communications  refer  to  the  erection  of  baths  for  the  health  and  comfort 
of  the  officers  and  men.  That  baths  in  such  a  climate  as  this  are  necessary  to  the  health  and 
comfort  of  the  troops  cannot  be  disputed ;  that  the  want  of  them  has  so  long  been  experi- 
enced, I  can  only  impute  to  the  circumstance  not  having  been  officially  or  regularly  brought 
under  the  notice  of  his  Lordship  the  general  commanding  in  chief;  and,  in  now  communi- 
cating 
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eating  with  you  thereon,  I  would  wish  an  early  attention  to  the  subject,  and  that  the  necessary 
application  may  be  made  to  the  Board  of  Ordnance  to  send  out  directions  to  the  respective 
officers  here  to  commence  and  complete  baths,  both  for  the  officers  and  men,  without  delay. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        Fras.  Cockburtt,  Col.  Com^. 

Lieut.-general  Sir  W.  Gordon,  Bart. 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


Sir,  Horse  Guards,  20  September  1838. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit,  for  the  consideration  of  the  master-general  and  Board  of 
Ordnance,  copies  of  a  communication  from  the  Lieutenant-governor  of  the  Bahamas,  recom- 
mending, for  the  reasons  therein  stated,  the  construction  of  two  bathing-houses,  the  one  for 
the  use  of  the  soldiers,  the  other  for  the  officers. 

I  have,  &c. 
R.  Byham,  Esq.,  &c.  8cc.  &c.  (signed)         J.  W.  Gordon. 

Ordnance-office. 


Office  of  Ordnance, 
Sir,  29  October  1838.     (M.  G.— 499.) 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  20th  September  and  its  enclosures,  on  the  subject  of  the  con-  No.  84. 

struction  of  two  bathing-houses  at  the  Bahamas : 

I  have  the  honour,  by  command  of  the  master-general  and  board,  to  acquaint  you,  they 
^lave  authorized  provision  to  be  made  for  the  same  in  the  estimate  of  next  year, 

I  have,  &c, 

(signed)        It.  Byham. 
Lieutenant-general  Sir  J  W.  Gordon,  Bart., 
&c.  &c.  &.C.,  Horse  Guards. 


Sir,  Horse  Guards,  9  November  1838.  Nq,  95. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to   acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  24th  September  in  p 
reply  to  mine  of  the  11th  August,  on  the  subject  of  the  urgent  representations  that  had  been    --S^UJud.  *^  * 
made  to  the  general  commanding  in  chief  of  the  want  of  proper  barrack  accommodation      ^^""^""""^^^^2^1 , 
at  the  Bahamas,  and  in  which  it  is  stated  that  Lord  Glenelg  cannot  find  that  any  representa- 
tion has  been  made  to  his  department  subsequently  to  the  correspondence  from  the  Board 
of  Ordnance,  dated  respectively  19th  May  and  23d  July  1834,  and  that  his  Lordship  can 
only  therefore  intimate  his  readiness  to  take  into  immediate  consideration  any  statement 
which  may  be  made  to  him  upon  the  subject. 

Having  duly  laid  your  letter  before  Lord  Hill,  I  was  instructed  to  address  a  letter  to  the  q  q 
Board  of  Ordnance  upon  the  subject,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy.  iT"*"^^^''  ^^^S 

To  this  letter  from  me  an  answer  has  been  received,  of  which  a  copy  is  also  enclosed,         '^'"'^^gfolv*^ 
admitting  that  the  question  is  one  of  the  first  importance,  and  adding  proof  that  the  respon-    ^  ^-78, 

sibility  does  not  rest  with  the  Ordnance.  ---l^^oter  .0 

In  this  state  of  the  business,  and  wholly  abstaining  from  any  remark  as  to  the  department  ^^^ftrr^^^"""^--^' 
upon  which  the  responsibility  may  rest,  tne  general  commanding  in  chief  has  instructed  me  ^^^^•Tg. 

to  confine  my  communication  and  decision  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  an  expression  of 
his  confident  hope  that  the  necessary  authority  may  be  issued  to  the  proper  quarter  to  carry 
into  eflFectthe  urgent  representations  of  the  Governor  of  the  Bahamas  for  the  due  accommo- 
dation of  the  troops  upon  that  station. 

I  have,  &c. 

James  Stephen,  Esq.,  &c.  &c.  &c.  (signed)         Fitzroy  Somerset. 


Sir,  Royal  Engineer  Office,  Nassau,  18  July  1838. 

The  period  for  making  the  annual  inspection  of  barracks,  by  this  department,  preparatory  fJo.  86. 

to  frammg  the  annual  estimate  for  the  ensuing  year,  having  arrived,  I   have  the  honour  to 
request  you  will  favour  me  with  such  information  and  observations  as  may  occur  to  you  * 
connected  with  the  due  accommodation  of  the  regiment  under  your  command. 

I  have,  &c. 
Lieut-colonel  NicoUs,  (signed)         2\  Budgen, 

Commanding  2d  W.  I.  Regiment.  Captain  Commanding  Royal  Engineer. 

(A  true  copy.) 
(signed)        W.  B.  Nicolls,  Lieutenant-colonel. 


154.  D3  Sir, 
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Sir,  '  Nassau,  Bahamas,  1  August  1838. 

^o.  87.  I  BEG  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  18th  July  last,  informing  me  that 

you  were  about  making  up  the  annual  estimate  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  requesting  I  would 
furnish  you  with  such  mformation  or  observations  as  might  occur  to  me  connected  with  the 
due  accommodation  of  the  regiment  under  my  command. 

I  regret  to  say,  very  little  accommodation  has  been  afforded  heretofore  to  my  regiment,  as 
will  appear  from  the  following  : — 

In  the  first  place,  so  ill  constructed  is  the  kitchen,  that  my  men  can  neither  have  a  roast, 
baked  or  broiled  dish  for  their  messes  ;*  but  soup,  soup,  soup,  the  whole  year  round,  and 
this  too  in  a  country  where  they  cannot  even  for  payment  get  an^  meat  baked.  My  non- 
commissioned officers  hare  not  a  single  spot  to  cook  their  meals  in ,  but  are  obliged  to  do 
so  in  the  open  air,  or  in  a  wretched  place  that  affords  no  shelter,  while  it  is  one  of  the  con- 
demned rooms  in  the  old  decayed  fort,  where  the  rain  comes  through  like  a  sieve,  that  they 
'have  to  mess  in.  I  refer  you  to  page  146  of  the  regulations,  '*  Interior  Economy."  Neither 
is  there  any  building  attached  to  the  barracks  that  my  armourer  can  work  in,  while  the 
rooms  or  vaults  originally  intended  as  cleaning-rooms  for  the  soldiers  are  appropriated  as 
artillery  and  quarter-master's  store-rooms  and  barrack  canteen. 

I  beg  also  to  state,  as  connected  with  the  due  accommodation  and  comfort  of  the  men 
and  officers  of  the  regiment,  that  I  consider  we  have  not  been  well  or  fairly  attended  to, 
inasmuch  as,  when  I  took  the  command  of  this  regiment,  a  boat  was  allowed  us,  which  was  a 

freat  comfort ;  that  boat  was  sold,  and  the  proceeds,  25  Z.,  was  ordered  to  supply  us  with  a 
athing  house ;  a  most  contemptible  box  was  erected  which  could  not  have  cost  so  many 
dollars,  and  having  been  found  to  be  totally  unfit  for  what  it  was  intended,  it  was  given  up 
to  the  Ordnance  as  a  necessary  for  the  non-commissioned  officers,  so  that  we  have  been 
denied  the  pleasure  of  our  evening  row  and  the  healthy  satisfaction  of  our  bath.  These 
things  have  been  so  often  represented  vnthin  these  last  ten  years,  that,  except  we  are  to  owe  it 
to  your  kind  exertions,  I  doubt  much  if  what  I  have  now  repeated  will  ever  be  attended  to. 

You  are  also  aware  how  wretchedly  my  men  are  housed  in  the  temporary  barracks,  par- 
ticularly during  the  rainy  season,  while  representations  over  and  over  again  have  been  made 
regarding  their  worthlessness ;  while  plans  for  a  continuancy  of  the  iron  barracks  have  as 
repeatedly  been  forwarded  to  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  but  hitherto  unattended  to. 

I  know  not  exactly  what  the  iron  barracks  cost  the  Government,  but  I  have  heard 
12,000  Z. ;  if  so,  and  that  my  plan  would  be  attended  to,  another,  according  to  a  plan  which 
I  was  consulted  on,  and  which  was  forwarded  by  Sir  James  Carmichael  Smith,  might  be 
built  for  half  the  money. 

Labourers  enough  at  sixpence  a  day  can  be  had  from  my  regiment ;  they  could  work  four 
days  in  the  week,  leaving  me  two  for  drill,  and  keeping  up  their  efficiency. 

The  Government  have,  vrithout  exception,  the  best  quarry  for  cutting  stones  (which  is 
here  done  with  the  whip-saw)  in  the  colony ;  we  have  also  two  or  three  good  masons,  and 
the  quarry  is  the  best  situated  for  facilitating  the  carriage  of  the  building  stores,  as  there  is 
no  hul  or  elevated  spot  of  ground  to  interfere  with  the  carting  to  the  building. 

You  are  aware  that  the  old  fort  is  daily  tumbling  down  or  mouldering  away,  and  if  what 
remains  of  it  is  not  shortly  pulled  down  (which  would  make  a  noble  abutment  from  the 
eastern  end  of  the  present  barracks  to  the  west  end  of  the  Ordnance  yard),  some  serious 
accident  may  be  expected.  It  is  where  the  remains  of  the  old  fort  stands  that  I  would 
recommend  (in  continuation  of  the  present  barrack)  the  new  barracks  should  be  built 
according  to  the  plan  sent  home  by  Sir  James  Carmichael  Smith  ;  and  I  assert  in  contra- 
distinction to  any  tning  that  can  be  said  to  the  contrary,  that  the  spot  is  not  only  the  most 
healthy,  but  the  most  central  situation  that  can  be  found ;  I  am  fully  aware  there  are  others 
that  differ  in  opinion  with  me,  but  I  speak  from  an  experience  of  12  years'  local  residence, 
and  nearly  half  a  century  of  service. 

I  have,  &c. 

Captain  Budgen,  (signed)  W.  B.  Nicolls^ 

Royal  Engineer.  Lieut.-col.  Com?  2d  W.  I.  Regt. 

(Certified  to  be  a  true  copy.) 


My  Lord,  Nassau,  Bahamas,  20  August  1838. 

No,  88.  -^^  *^  ^*^^y  ^^  receipt  of  such  periodical  communications  as  that  which  I  now  have  the 

honour  to  enclose  firom  Captain  Budgen,  the  commanding  engineer  at  this  station,  that  an 
.    x^'^l^^^^^  opportunity  is  fairly  affi)rded  to  me  of  bringing  under  the  consideration  of  the  honourable 
\%y^JJ^ — '       the  Board  of  Ordnance  our  deficiencies  and  our  wants,  and  this  has  been  done  so  often  that 
I  despair  of  any  attention  being  paid  to  my  representations,  without  your  Lordship  will  be 
kind  enough  to  move  my  revered  commander-in-chief  in  favour  of  us. 

Anticipating  a  reference  to  his  Lordship  on  the  subject,  I  have  considered  it  advisable  to 
place  your  Lordship  in  possession  of  the  correspondence  that  has  just  taken  place,  by  which 
your  Lordship  will  see  our  destitute  state,  ana  the  inconvenience  my  oflicers,  non-commis- 
sioned oflScers  and  soldiers  are  put  to,  the  former  having,  from  the  detached  state  of  our 
temporary  and  hired  barracks,  nearly  four  miles  of  rounds  twice  a  day  or  twice  in  the  24 
hours  to  perform,  and  in  such  a  climate  as  this.  I  therefore  feel  naturally  anxious  to  interest 
your  Lordship  ;  and  my  sole  and  only  motive  being  the  health,  happiness,  comfort  and  re- 
spectability 
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-spectability  of  my  corps,  I  beg  your  Lordship  to  permit  such  feelings  to  be  my  apology 
for  thus  troubling  you. 

I  have  a  feeling,  that,  should  my  Lord  Hill  not  wish  to  interfere  with  the  honourable  the 
Board  of  Ordnance,  if  Sir  Willoughby  Gordon  could  be  placed  in  possession  of  this 
correspondence,  or  that  your  Lordship  would  interest  him  on  our  behalf,  his  active  and 
intelligent  mind  would  not  rest  until  he  accomplished  all  that  would  be  required. 

I  have  earnestly  to  request  that  my  Lord  Hill  will  think  favourably  of  this  application^ 
nor  attribute  to  me  any  other  motive  for  troubling  him  with  it  than  the  motives  I  have 


above  assigned. 

lera 
&G.  &c.  Sec.  Lieut.-col.  Commanding  2d  W.  I.  Reg^ 


I  have,  &c. 
Major-general  Lord  F.  Somerset,  (signed)  W.  B,  NicoUs, 


Sir,  Horse  Guards,  12  December  1838. 

Thb  representations  from  the  officer  commanding  at  the  Bahamas  on  the  want  of  suf-  No.  89. 

£cient  barrack  accommodation  for  the  troops  in  that  colony,  and  so  voluminous  a  corre- 
spondence has  taken  place  with  various  departments  upon  the  subject,  all  of  which  has  been 
duly  transmitted  from  time  to  time  for  the  consideration  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  the 
general  commanding  in  chief  is  unwilling  to  add  to  it  by  this  communication ;  but  another 
letter  having  been  received  from  Lieut.-colonel  Nicolls  commanding,  stating  "the  wretched 
maaner  in  which  the  troops  are  housed  in  the  temporary  barracks,  particularly  during  the 
rainy  seafion^"  Lord  Hill  has  instructed  me  to  report  the  same  to  you,  with  a  reauest  that 
the  attentbn  of  the  Secretary  of  State  may  be  called  to  the  whole  case,  with  reterence  to 
my  letters  of  the  11th  of  August  and  0th  of  November  last. 

J.  Stephen,  Esq.,  &c.  Sec.  Sec.  I  have,  &c. 

(signed)  Fitzroy  Somerset. 


My  Lord,  Downing-street,  15  December  1838. 

I  AM  directed  by  Lord  Glenelg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters  of  the  9th  No.  90. 

ultimo  and  12th  instant,  transmitting,  by  the  direction  of  the  general  commanding  in  chief, 
copies  of  a  correspondence  with  the  master-general  and  Board  of  Ordnance  on  tne  subject 
of  the  want  of  proper  barrack  accommodation  at  the  Bahamas. 

It  is  stated  in  Mr.  Byham's  letter  to  you  of  the  24th  October,  that  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury,  on  the  19th  of  June  1837,  informed  the  Ordnance,  that  "  their  Lordships  had 
not  received  from  the  Colonial  Secretary  of  State  a  reply  to  a  communication  made  by  their 
directioQ  to  his  Lordship  on  the  26th  May,  on  the  subject  of  the  probable  strength  of  the 

S risen  that  may  be  required  to  be  kept  up  at  the  Bahamas,  but  as  soon  as  this  point  is 
ermined,  their  Lordiships  will  take  care  to  apprize  the  master-general  and  board  of 
Onhmiice  with  the  result." 

It  is  further  stated  by  Mr.  Byham,  that  up  to  this  time  the  Ordnance  has  not  received 
this  information  from  the  Treasury.  On  reference,  however,  to  the  correspondence  of  this 
department  with  the  Treasury,  it  appeai-s  that,  on  the  day  of  the  date  of  the  letter  from 
the  Treasury  to  the  Ordnance,  viz.,  the  19th  June  1837,  a  letter  was  addressed  hy  this 
department  to  the  Treasury  (of  which  I  enclose  a  copy),  stating,  that  although  m  the 
West  ladies,  generally,  the  abolition  of  slavery  might  lead  to  a  reduction  of  the  garrisons, 
the  amount  of  the  force  to  be  kept  up  in  the  Bahamas  must  be  calculated  chiefly  with 
reference  to  protection  from  foreign  aggression,  and  that  there  was  no  probability  at  present 
of  a  reduction  of  the  garrison  at  Bahamas.  It  would  appear,  from  Mr.  Byham's  letter, 
that  this  communication  was  not  transmitted  by  the  Treasury  to  the  Ordnance. 

It  is  true,  as  Mr.  Byham  observes,  no  answer  was  returned  to  the  letters  addressed  to 
this  department  by  direction  of  the  master-eeneral  and  Board  of  Ordnance  on  the  19th 
May  and  23d  July  1634.  From  the  latter  or  these  letters,  and  its  enclosures,  it  appears 
that  the  temporary  barracks  then  completed  or  in  progress  would  render  the  accommodar 
tioa  sofficient  for  the  gMTis(^  for  four  or  five  years.  Lord  Glenelg  conceives  that  Lord 
Stanley  (the  then  Secretary  of  State)  may  have  thought  it  uaaecessary,  under  these  cir- 
cumstafliees,  to  give  earty  attention  to  the  subject. 

It  is  stated  by  Mr.  Byham^  that  the  information  has  not  yet  been  furnished  which  was 
required  by  a  letter  from  the  Ordnance,  dated  the  8th  May  1835,  which  called  Lord  Glenelg's 
attention  to  the  general  question  of  barrack  accommodation.  That  letter  was  answered  on 
the  9A  November  1835,  in  a  letter  which  also  adverted  to  a  letter  from  the  Ordnance  of 
the  6th  July  1835,  directing  Lord  Glenelg's  attention  to  the  specific  question  concerning 
the  garrison  in  the  Bahamas.  ^ 

I  am  directed  to  notice  these  points,  not  in  vindication  of  the  accuracy  of  my  letter  to 
you  of  the  24th  of  September,  in  writing  which  a  very  material  portion  of  the  corre- 
spondence on  the  subject  had  been  undoubtedly  overlooked,  but  in  order  that  the  general 
commanding  in  chief  may  be  made  more  fully  acquainted  with  the  course  which  the  cor- 
respondence has  taken.  The  subject  of  barracks  in  Bahamas,  as  elsewhere,  has  been 
matter  of  communication  with  no  less  than  five  departments  of  the  Government, — the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  the  General  commanding  in 
chief,  the  Secretary  at  War,  and  the  Master-general  and  feoard  of  Ordnance,  besides  the 
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ster-general  ._ 

nance  of  blame  being  imputed  to  them,  that  Lord  Glenelg  is  not  aware  that  he  has  in  any 
instance  ascribed  to  the  department  of  the  master-general  and  Board  of  Ordnance  any  want 
of  promptitude  in  the  transaction  of  any  business  which  he  has  had  occasion  to  bring  before 
them.  In  the  present  instance,  his  Lordship  is  clearly  of  opinion  that  they  are  fully 
acquitted  of  any  such  imputation. 

With  regard  to  the  amount  of  force  to  be  kept  up  at  the  Bahamas,  Lord  Glenelg  sees 
no  reason  to  alter  the  opinion  which  he  expressea  to  tne  Lords  of  the  Treasury  on  the  19th 
June  1837,  and  which  he  regrets  was  not  communicated  to  the  master-general  and  Board 
of  Ordnance. 

After  a  fiUl  consideration  of  the  opinions  of  Lieut.-govemor  Balfour  and  Sir  William 
Colebrooke,  the  former  in  favour  of  a  diminution  and  the  latter  in  favour  of  an  aug- 
mentation of  the  garrison.  Lord  Glenelg  sees  no  sufficient  reason  for  making  any  change 
in  the  amount  of  force,  or  in  its  distribution. 

I  have,  &c. 

Major^eneral  Lord  Fitzroy  Somerset,  (signed)        Jas.  Stephen. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


No.  91.  ^^^*  Horse  Guards,  24  December  1838. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  24th  October  last,  relative  to  the  extent  of  baiTack 
accommodation  required  in  the  Bahamas,  and  to  the  delay  which  has  occurred  in  supplying 
the  master-general  and  Board  of  Ordnance  with  the  necessary  information  on  the  subject : 
I  am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  in  chief  to  transmit  to  you  the  copy  of  a  fetter . 
from  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonial  Department,  explaining  the  course  the 
correspondence  on  this  subject  has  taken,  and  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  communication 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  19th  June  1837,  wherein  it  is  stated 
that  '*  Lord  Glenelg  does  not  consider  that  there  is  at  present  any  probability  o£a  reduction 
of  the  garrison  of  the  Bahamas;''  an  opinion  which  it  appears  his  Lordship  still  retains. 

I  have,  &c. 
R.  Byham,  Esq.  (signed)        Fitzroy  Somerset 


Office  of  Ordnance, 
Sir,  14  January  1839.     (M.  G.— 8.) 

No.  92.  The  master-general  and  Board  of  Ordnance  having  received  from  Lord  Fitzroy  Somei-set, 

under  date  of  24th  ult.,  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  his  Lordship  of  the  16th  of  that  month, , 
in  reference  to  a  correspondence  with  the  general   commanding  in  chief  respecting  the 
barrack  accommodation  in  the  Bahamas,  and  from  which  the  master-general  and  board 
are  happy  to  find  this  department  is  exonerated  from  any  want  of  promptitude  in  reference . 
to  the  above  question : 

I  have  now  the  honour  to  request  you  will  submit  to  Lord  Glenelg,  that,  as  it  is  now  stated 
in  your  letter  to  the  Treasury  of  the  19th  June  1837,  a  copy  of  which  accompanied  your 
letter  to  Lord  Fitzroy  Somerset,  that  '^  Lord  Glenelg  does  not  consider  that  there  is  any 
probability  of  a  reduction  of  the  garrison  of  the  Bahamas"  (an  opinion  which  it  appears  his 
liOrdship  still  retains),  that  there  are  three  points  on  which  it  is  now  requisite  the  master- 
eeneral  and  board  should  be  informed,  before  they  can  proceed  with  the  constructiop  of 
further  barracks ;  viz. 

1st  The  amount  of  force  to  be  kept  up  in  the  island,  and  for  which  it  will  be . 
necessary  to  provide  accommodation. 

2d.  The  site  on  which  it  will  be  most  advisable  to  erect  barracks,  and  the  expense. 
3d.  The  authority  of  the  Treasury  for  the  expenditure. 
As  respects  the  first,  the  force  is  understood  to  be,  one  field  officer,  24  officers,  and  500  men ; 
but  the  actual  numbers  are  not  stated. 

In  regard  to  the  second  point,  viz^  the  site  on  which,  additional  barracks  should  be  built, 
it  appears  to  the  master-general  and  board  a  most  important  part  of  the  question,  inas- 
much as  various  proposals  seem  to  have  been  made,  and  different  opinions  entertained  as  to 
which  was  most  desirable,  and  this  it  is  conceived  should  be  determmed  after  due  considera* 
tion  in  the  colony  between  the  Governor,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops,  the  chief 
engineer,  and  medical  authorities. 

The  master-general  and  board  therefore  desire  me  to  request  you  will  draw  Lord  Glenelg's 
attention  to  these  points,  and  move  his  Lordship  to  favour  them  with  his  decision. 

At  the  same  time  I  beg  to  state,  that  the  master-general  and  board  have  deemed  it  proper 
to  make  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  acquainted  with  the  course  proposed  to  be  taken,  and 
to  request  their  Lordships'  concurrence  therein. 

J.  Stephen,  Esq.,  &c.  &c.  &c.  I  have,  &c. 

Downing-street.  (signed)        R.  Byham. 


Sir,, 
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OflBce  of  Ordnance, 
Sir,  14  January  1889,    (M.  G.— 8.) 

Thb  master-general  and  Board  of  Ordnance  havii^  received  a  representation  from  the 

Seneral  commanding  in  chief,  through  Lord  Fitzroy  Somerset,  relative  to  the  delay  which 
as  taken  place  in  providing  for  the  better  accommodation  of  the  troop  at  the  Bahamas, 
and  having  communicated  to  his  Lordship  the  correspondence  which  nas  taken  place  on 
the  subject  with  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury,  and  the  Colonial 
Secretary  of  State : 

I  beg  to  enclose  copies  of  a  letter  from  Lord  F.  Somerset,  dated  24th  ult.,  and  its  enclo- 
sures ;  also  copy  of  a  letter  written  in  consequence  to  the  Under  Secretary  of  State,  which 
I  am  commanded  by  the  master-general  and  Board  of  Ordnance  to  request  you  will  sub- 
mit to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury,  and  state,  tnat  on  the  master- 
general  and  board  being  favoured  with  their  Lordships'  concurrence  in' the  course  proposed 
to  be  taken,  no  time,  will  be  lost  by  this  department  in  giving  the  necessary  orders  to  the 
chief  engineer  at  the  Bahamas,  to  prepare  me  requisite  estimate  for  their  Lordships'  sane-  Letter  from  Trea- 
tion  to  we  expenditure  which  may  be  necessary.  »«ry  m  reply  to 

this  Letter  on  page 
A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.,  &c.  &c.  &c.  I  have,  &c.  46,  No.  7. 

Treasury.  (signed         R.  Byham.      


My  Lord,  Office  of  Ordnance,  14  January  1839. 

Haviko  submitted  to  the  master-general  and  Board  of  Ordnance  your  Lordship's  letter  No.  94, 

of  the  24th  ultimo,  referring  to  the  communication  I  had  the  honour  of  making  to  your 
Lordship  on  the  24th  October,  on  the  question  of  the  barrack  accommodation  at  the  Baha- 
mas, and  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonial 
Department  explanatory  of  the  course  the  correspondence  has  taken  on  the  subject,  and 
which  appears  to  exonerate  the  Ordnance  department  from  any  want  of  promptitude  in 
providing  for  the  better  accommodation  of  the  troops  at  the  Bahamas : 

I  have  now  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  Lordship,  in  reference  to  the  copy  of  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State's  letter  to  the  Treasury  of  the  19th  June  1837,  wherem  it  is  stated, 
that  Lord  Olenelg  does  not  consider  that  there  is  any  probability  of  the  reduction  of  the 
garrison  of  the  Bahamas  (an  opinion  which  it  appears  his  Loidship  still  retains) ;  that 
there  are  three  points  on  which  it  is  now  requisite  the  master-general  and  board  should  be 
informed  I>efore  they  can  proceed  with  the  construction  of  furwer  barracks;  viz. — 1st.  The 
amount  of  force  to  be  kept  up  in  the  island,  and  for  which  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide 
accommodation ;  2d.  The  site  on  which  it  will  be  most  desirable  to  erect  barracks,  and  the 
expense ;  3d.  The  authority  of  the  Treasury  for  the  expenditure. 

As  respects  the  first,  the  force  is  understood  to  be,  one  field  officer,  24  officers,  and  500 
men ;  but  the  actual  numbers  are  not  stated. 

In  regard  to  the  second  point,  viz.,  the  site  on  which  additional  barracks  should  be  built, 
it  appears  to  the  master-general  and  board  to  be  a  most  important  part  of  the  question, 
inasmuch  as  various  proposals  seem  to  have  been  made,  and  different  opinions  entertained 
as  to  which  was  most  desirable ;  and  this,  it  is  conceived,  should  be  determined,  after  due 
consideration  in  the  colony,  between  the  Governor,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops, 
the  chief  engineer  and  medical  authorities. 

Upon  the  master-general  and  board  bein^  furnished  with  iaformation  on  these  points, 
they  will  furnish  the  liOrds  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  with  the  estunates, 
in  order  to  obtain  their  Lordships'  authority  for  the  expenditure  necessary. 

I  b^  to  add,  that  communications  to  the  foregoing  effect  have  acccraingly  been  made 
both  to  the  Treasury  and  the  Colonial  Secretary  of  State,  and  that  as  soon  as  the  master- 
general  and  board  are  favoured  with  their  Lordships'  decision,  they  will  lose  no  time  in 
giving  the  requisite  orders  to  the  chief  engineer  at  the  Bahamas. 

I  have,  &c. 

Lieutenant-general  Lord  Fitzroy  Somerset,  (signed)        It.  Byham. 

&c.  &.C.  &c. 


Sir,  Horse  Guards,  22  January  1839.  jfQ^  95^ 

Having  received  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Ordnance  a  letter,  of  which  the 
aiclosed  is  a  copy,  by  which  the  general  commanding  in  chief  understands,  that,  before  any   ^^"^^u^j^ 
estimate  can  be  formed  of  the  expense  of  building  barracks  at  the  Bahamas,  it  will  be  neces-  l?^^^^^' 

sary  to  have  the  opinion  of  the  Governor,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops,  the  chief  ^' P^T"^^ 

engineer,  and  the  medical  authority  on  the  spot;  Lord  Hill  would  be  glad  to  be  informed, 
whether  the  Secretary  of  State  would  wish  that  he  should  call  for  this  information,  and 
transmit  it  to  the  Ordnance,  or  whether  Lord  Glenelg  would  adopt  that  measure  him- 
self; the  object  being  of  great  importance  to  the  healm  of  Her  Majesty's  troops  in  the 

Bahamas.  « 1.         « 

I  have,  &c. 

James  Stephen,  Esq.  Sec.  Sec.  Sec.  (signed)        Fitzroy  Somerset. 


J  54.  B  Sir^ 
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(No.  115.) 
No..eB*  gjp^  Downing-street,  26  January  1839. 

,         '    I  TRANSMIT  herewith,  for  your  iiiformatton,  a  copy  of  a  correspondenoe  with  the  Board  of 
Ordnance,  on  the  sulject  of  the  erection  of  barracks  in  Bahamas. 

I  likewise  enclose  a  cOpy  of  a  letter  which  has  been  received  from  the  Horse  Ghiards  on 
this  subject,  and  I  hare  to  request  that,  in  conjunction  with  the  officer  in  command  of  the 
troops,  the  chief  enrineer  and  the  army  medical  authority  in  the  colony,  you  wiH  afford  such 
assistance  in  the  selection  of  a  proper  site  for  the  building  as  your  professional  knowledge 
and  local  experience  may  enable  you  to  afford ;  and  will  make,  with  those  military  and 
medical  authorities,  your  report  to  the  general  commanding  in  chief  on  the  subject 

I  have,  &c. 
Colonel  Cockbum.  (signed)         Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Wiu*  Office,  25  January  1839. 

No.  97.  The  suffering  which  have  been  experienced  by  the  troops  servmg  in  the  Bahamas  fiom 

deficient  barrack  accommodation,  and  from  the  want  of  a  sufficient  supply  of  wholesome 
water,  having  been  brought  under  my  notice  by  Colonel  Cockbum,  I  nave  the  honour  to 
request  that  you  will  favour  me  with  the  copies  of  any  representations  which  have  been 
made  to  your  Lordship  upon  this  subject,  and  of  any  communications  which  have  taken 
place  between  your  Lordship's  office  and  the  Master-general  and  Board  of  Ordnance,  the 
secretary  of  Sts^  for  the  Colonies,  and  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury 
upon  this  subject.  j ,  ^ 

General  Lord  Hill,  g«c.b.  &c.  &c.  &c.  (signed)        Hawick. 

My  Lord,  Horse  Guards,  2  February  1839. 

No.  98.  I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo,  and  in  com* 

Eliance  to  the  request  made  by  your  Lordship,  I  transmit  copies  of  the  representations  which 
ave  been  made  to  me  respectmg  the  deficiency  of  barracks  in  the  Bahamas,  and  of  the 
communications  which  have  taken  place  between  my  office,  the  Master-general  and  Board 
of  Ordnance,  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Lords  Craimissioners  of  Her  Majest/s  Treasury 
upon  the  subject 

I  have,  &c. 
Viscount  Howick,  &c.  &c.  &c.  (signed)        HUL 

No,  99.  My  Lord,  Downine-street,  80  January  1889. 

I  HATE  received  and  have  ttid  before  Lord  Glenelg  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  22d  inst. 
and  I  am  directed  to  acquaint  you  in  reply,  for  the  information  of  the  general  commanding 
in  chief,  that  the  Lieutenant-governor  of  Bahamas  has  been  instructed,  in  conjunction  with 
the  officer  in  command  of  the  troops,  the  chief  engineer  and  the  army  medieal  authority  in 
the  colony,  to  afford  such  assistance  in  the  selection  of  a  proper  site  for  the  erection  of  the 
proposed  barracks  as  his  professional  knowledge  and  local  experience  may  enable  him  to 
afford,  and  with  these  authorities  to  make  his  report  to  Lord  Hill  on  the  subject 

t  have,  &c. 
Lord  Fitzroy  Somerset,  4cc.  &c.  tec.  (signed)        James  Stephen. 

No.  100.  Sir,  Downing-street,  26  January  1839. 

Avenge  force,  mocord-       I  AH  directed  by  Loid  Glenelg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  14th  in- 

ing  to^e  monthly  re-  gtant,  and  to  acQuaint  you  in  answer,  that  his  lordship  considers  tiiat  the  force  to  be  main- 

*^1836  -    -  624      tained  in  the  Banamas  may  be  properly  estimated  at  from  500  to  600  men,  with  one  field- 

1837  -   -  533      officer  and  24  other  offic/er^,  ana  that  the  decision  as  to  the  site  of  the  new  barracks  should 

?^®  •   •  ^^^     be  formed,  as  suffgested  in  your  letter,  by  the  Lieutenant-governor,  the  commanding  officer  of 

nnre  o  o  cer^        ^j^^  troops,  the  chief  engineer  and  the  medical  authorities,  in  concurrence. 

I  have,  8cc. 

R.  Byham,  Esq.  8cc.  fcc  &c.  (signed)        J,  Stephen. 

Office  of  Ordnance. 


Office  of  Ordnance, 
Sir,  8  February  1839.     (S.~27.) 

No.  101.  Having  submitted  to  the  master-general  and  Board  of  Ordnance  your  letter  of  26th 

ultimo,  respecting  the  barrack  accommodation  at  the  Bahamas,  I  have  the  honour  to  trans- 
mit herewith  for  the  information  of  Lord  Glenelg,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Treasury, 
dated  28th  ultimo,  and  to  state  that  the  master-general  and  board,  having  in  the  course  of 
the  correspondenoe  which  has  taken  place  for  several  years  past,  communicated  every  par- 
ticular in  their  power,  they  are  unable  to  afford  any  further  information,  or  to  adopt  any 
other  measures  for  providing  additional  barracks ;  and  they  presume,  therefore,  from  the 
decision  come  to  by  the  Treasury,  that  it  will  now  rest  with  Lord  Glenelg  and  the  colonial 
government  to  adopt  such  other  measures  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  accommodation  of 
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the  troops ;  at  the  same  time  the  master-general  and  board  have  thought  it  proper  to 
explain  to  the  Treasury,  that  they  did  not  contemplate  to  incur  at  this  moment  any  expen- 
diture, \mi,  as  a  preliminary  measure,  to  call  for  the  opinion  and  report  of  the  local  officers 
mentioned  in  the  letter  from  this  oflBce  of  14th  vhimo  (M.  G. — 6),  as  to  the  site,  and  thai  to 
haTe  estimates  prepared  for  a  final  decision  as  to  the  expenditure,  and  which  they  hare 
deemed  it  proper  to  call  for ;  and,  when  received,  they  propose  to  jou^e  a  further  communi- 
cation on  tnis  subject. 

I  have,  &c. 

J.  Stephen,  Esq.  &c.  &c.  &c.  (signed)        JR.  Byham. 

Downing-street. 


Office  of  Ordnance,  ^^  |/^o 

My  Lord,  8  February  183».    (S.— 27.)  ^^^^  ^^^^ 

AoTSBtiNG  to  the  letter  from  this  office,  dated  14th  ultimo  (M«  6. — 8),  respecting  the 
barrack  accommodation  at  the  Bahamas,  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith,  for  the 
information  of  Lord  Hill,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Treasury,  dated  28ih  ultimo,  and  to 
state  that  the  master-general  and  board,  having  in  the  course  of  the  correspondence 
which  has  taken  place  for  several  years  past,  communicated  every  particular  in  their  power, 
they  are  unable  to  afford  any  further  information,  or  to  adopt  any  other  measures  iot  pro- 
vidmg  additional  barracks ;  and  they  presume,  therefore,  from  the  decision  come  to  by  the 
Treasury,  that  it  will  now  rest  with  Lord  Glenelg  and  the  colonial  government  to  adopt  such 
other  measures  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  accommodation  of  the  troops ;  at  the  same  time 
the  master-general  and  board  have  thought  it  proper  to  explain  to  the  Treasury,  that  they 
did  not  contemplate  to  incur  at  this  moment  any  expenditure,  but,  as  a  preliminary  mea- 
sure, to  call  for  the  opinion  and  report  of  the  local  officers  mentioned  in  the  letter  from  this 
office  of  14th  ultimo  (M.  G. — 8),  as  to  the  site,  and  then  to  have  estimates  prepared  for  a 
final  decision  as  to  the  expenditure,  and  which  they  have  deemed  it  proper  to  call  for ;  and 
when  received,  they  propose  to  make  a  further  communication  on  this  subject, 

I  have,  &c 
(signed)        R.  Bykam. 
Lieut.-general  Lord  Fitzroy  Somerset,  &c.  Sic.  &c. 
Horse  (juards. 


Office  of  Ordnance, 
Sir,  8  February  1839.     (M.  G.— 36.) 

Havikg  submitted  to  the  master-general  and  Board   of  Ordnance  your  letter  dated  No.  103. 

28th  ultimo^  on  the  subject  of  barrack  accommodation  at  the  Bahamas,  1  have  the  honour     See 
to  acquaint  you,  for  the  infiwrmation  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury,  ""^^"^--^!45^iVi> 
that  the  master-general  and  board  regret  it  is  not  in  their  power  to  afford  their  Lordships  ^"""^^^ 

any  fiirther  explanation  on  this  subject,  afler  the  several  communications  which  have  been 
made  to  their  Lordships  and  the  colonial  secretary ;  at  the  same  time  the  master-general  and 
board  deem  it  requisite  to  observe,  that  they  had  no  intention  of  pn^sing  any  expen- 
diture of  money  at  the  present  moment,  but,  as  a  prelhminary  measure,  to  call  for  the  opinion 
and  report  of  tne  local  officers  as  to  the  site  of  the  barracks^  and  to  have  estimates  prepared 
for  the  further  decision  of  their  Lordships,  and  which  the  master-general  and  boara  still 
propose  to  do. 

I  have,  8ic. 

F.  T.  Baring,  Esq.,  m.  p.  &c  8cc.  8cc.  (signed)        R.  Byham. 

Treasury. 


Office  of  Ordnance, 
Sir,  26  September  1839.    (O.— 63.) 

A-DVERTiNG  to  the  communications  addressed  to  you  on  the  13th  October  1837  (B. — 222), 
and  28th  March  1838  (B. — 64),  on  the  subject  ot  the  hire  of  a  temporary  barrack  at  the 
Bahamas,  and  also  to  Mr«  Baring's  letter  to  this  department  of  28  January  last,  communi- 
cating the  decision  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  with  regard  to  building  permanent  barracks 
in  that  colony : 

I  have  the  honour,  by  command  of  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  to  request  to  be  favoured 
with  their  Lordships'  approval  of  the  hire  of  the  temporary  barrack,  in  order  that  the  same 
may  be  communicated  to  the  Ordnance  officers  at  the  Bahamas. 

I  have,  &c. 
A.  If.  Spearman^  Esq.  &c«  &c.  &c.  (signed)        G.  Butler^  for  the  Secretary. 

Treasury. 


No.  104. 
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Office  of  Ordnance, 
N     105  ^^^'  ^^  November  1839.    (S.— 611.) 

XMo.  105.  With  reference  to  the  communication  addressed  ,to  you  from  this  office,  dated  25th 

September  last  (O. — ^63),  relative  to  the  hire  of  a  temporary  barrack  at  the  Bahamas,  I  have 
the  h(mour,by  command  of  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  to  request  the  favour  of  an  answer  to 
the  above  communication. 

I  have,  &c. 
A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.  &c.  &c.  Sec.  (signed)  J2.  Byham. 

Treasury. 


Office  of  Ordnance, 
No.  106.  Sir,  22  November  1839.     (S.— 611.) 

The  Board  of  Ordnance  having  had  before  them  a  correspondei)ce  relative  to  the  site 
for  a  barrack  at  the  Bahamas,  from  which  it  appears  that  his  Excellency  tlie  Lieutenant- 
governor  has  forwarded  to  his  Lordship  the  general  commanding  in  chief  a  joint  report  of 
die  medical  authorities  and  the  commandmg  royal  engineer  on  the  subject,  I  have  the 
honour,  by  the  board's  command,  to  request  you  will  favour  them  with  such  information 
as  may  have  reached  his  Lordship  relative  to  the  site  in  question. 

I  have,  &c. 
Lieut.-general  Sir  J.  W.  Gordon,  Bart.,  &c.  &c.  &c.  (signed)  JR.  Byham. 

Horse  Guards. 


•   ^  Sir,  Downing-street,  25  November  1839. 

107.  With  reference  to  former  correspondence  respecting  the  construction  of  new  barracks 

^  ^t^*»      ^^  ^^  Bahamas,  and  more  especially  to  Uie  concluding  parag^ph  of  your  letter  of  the  2l8t 

y\ot«^    bet* '  March  last,  I  am  directed  by  Lord  John  Russell  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of 

50^S--jr^^  the  Lords  (Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  the  copy  of  a  correspondence  between  the  general 
■-^J^^«^r^j^      commanding  in  chief  and  this  department,  by  which  their  Lordships  will  perceive  that  Fort 
^6  Oc^^^^J---   Nassau  is  reported  to  be  the  most  eligible  site  for  the  erection  of  the  proposed  buildings. 
^^_.^J-^Q^A»»  Lord  John  Russell  has  communicated  a  copy  of  this  correspondence  to  the  master-general 

H^^^^g^rfoet^.^  and  Board  of  Ordnance,  with  a  request  that  the  necessary  plans  and  estimates  maybe 
iB^S--'''''""'"^  forwarded  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  for  their  consideration ;  and  his  Lordship  virill  recom- 
mend, that,  whenever  <heir  Lordships  may  be  in  possession  of  such  specific  information  as 
may  appear  to  them  satisfactory,  their  Lordships*  sanction  should  be  granted  for  the  expen- 
diture to  be  incurred  on  this  service,  and  that  it  should  be  defrayed  from  the  funds  of  this 
country. 

1  have,  &c. 

A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.,  &c.  &c.  8cc.  (signed)        James  Stephen. 


Sir,  Horse  Guards,  5  October  1839. 

No.  108.  With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  30th  January,  stating  that  the  Lieutenant-governor 

of  the  Bahamas  had  been  instructed,  in  conjunction  with  me  officer  in  command  of  the 
troops,  the  chief  engineer,  and  the  army  medical  authority  in  the  colony,  to  affi3rd  such 
assistance  in  the  selection  of  a  proper  site  for  the  erection  of  the  proposed  barracks  as  his 
professional  knowledge  and  local  experience  would  enable  him  to  anord,  and  with  those 
authorities  to  make  his  report  to  Lora  Hill ;  I  have  now  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  that 
the  Lieutenant'^ffovemor  has  duly  transmitted  a  report  upon  the  whole  matter  referred  to  him 
copy  of  which  I  am  directed  to  enclose  for  the  information  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  are  two  distinct  and  opposing  opinicms  upon  this  subject ;  the 
one  of  the  commanding  royal  engineer,  with  which,  after  the  fullest  and  most  attentive 
inquiry,  the  opinion  of  the  Lieutenant-governor  is  in  foil  accordance  on  every  point  to  which 
it  refers,  and  which  he  recommends  for  early  adoption ;  and  the  other  of  the  principal 
medical  officer,  which  is  altogether  at  variance  with  tnat  of  the  commanding  engineer. 

Lord  John  Russell  will  also  perceive,  that  the  commanding  royal  engineer  has  adduced  in 
support  of  his  opinion  a  report  upon  the  same  subject  made  by  a  board  of  officers  assem- 
bled in  1830,  by  order  of  the  then  Lieutenant-governor,  the  late  Sir  James  C.  Smyth,  which 
board  was  composed  as  follows  : — 

The  officer  commanding  the  troops  ; 

The  commanding  royal  engineer  (not  the  present) ; 

The  Ordnance  storekeeper; 

The  barrack-master; 

The  senior  medical  officer  (the  same  gentleman  who  is  now  opposed  to  the  plan) ; 

The  staff  assistant-surgeon; 

The  assistant  regimental  surgeon. 

That  they  unanimously  recommended  the  same  site  as  that  now  proposed,  and  that,  in 
addition  to  their  general  report,  the  three  medical  officers  above  alluded  to  stated  it  to  be 
their  professional  opinion,  "  that  the  site  of  Fort  Nassau,  adjoining  the  new  barrack,  is  in 
every  respect  preferable,  as  far  as  regards  health,  for  the  erection  of  another,  to  any  ground 
in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Fincastle.'' 

Thus 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NASSAU  AND  TURK'S  ISLAND  (BAHAMAS,  &c.)  37 

Thus  the  judgment  of  these  three  medical  officers  is  directly  opposed  to  that  of  the  present 
medical  officer  on  the  score  of  health ;  and  it  appears  not  a  little  singular  that  one  of  these 
three  should  now  be  the  advocate  of  a  different  position,  while  that  of  all  the  military  and 
other  public  officers  is  opposed  to  it  on  every  other  consideration  connected  with  the  accom- 
modation and  discipline  of  the  troops ;  upon  which  latter  point,  however,  discipline,  this 
medical  officer  has  also  thought  himself  qualified  to  pronounce  as  decided  an  opinion  as 
upon  that  of  health. 

It  appears  also,  from  the  report  of  this  medical  officer,  that  the  premises  which  he  has 
recommended  have  been  in  his  possession  for  the  last  nine  years,  and  to  those  unacquainted 
with  them,  his  recommendation  may  be  somewhat  questionable,  as  having  an  interest  in  the 
sale  of  the  property,  which  he  believes  no  impartial  appraiser  would  value  at  less  than 
3,000/.,  but  that  he  is  so  well  certified  on  the  correctness  of  his  statement,  and  of  the  b€^th 
of  the  site  of  the  said  premises,  being  unequalled  in  the  island,  and  in  all  respects  better 
adapted  than  any  otheif',  that  he  has  not  been  deterred  from  submitting  them  to  the  Govern- 
ment as  most  eligible. 

Without  the  smallest  intention  of  calling  in  question  the  disinterested  motives  of  this 
medical  officer  on  this  occasion,  the  general  commanding  in  chief  would,  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances set  forth  in  the  report,  have  had  no  hesitation  in  confirming  the  opinion  of  the 
Lieutenant-governor  and  the  commanding  royal  engineer,  sanctioned  as  it  has  been  by  that  t)f 
three  other  medical  officers;  but  knowing  the  difficulty  that  has  ever  attended  the  selection 
of  a  site  for  barracks  in  the  colonies,  and  how  much  discussion  has  from  time  to  time  arisen 
upon  that  subject,  his  Lordship  has  diousht  it  his  duty  to  place  the  whole  matter  before  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  consideration  and  mial  decision. 

The  want  of  sufficient  barrack  accommodation  has  been  long  very  severely  felt  in  the 
Bahamas,  as  regards  both  the  comfort  and  health  of  the  troops ;  and  Lord  Hifl  confidently 
trusts  that  the  necessary  authority  may,  as  early  as  convenient,  be  issued  to  the  master-general 
and  Boald  of  Ordnance  to  proceed  wiUi  their  construction  accordingly. 

I  have  &c. 
James  Stephen,  Esq.,  &c.  &c.  &c.  (signed)        Fitzroy  Somerset* 


No.  109. 


J  10 


My  Lord,  Government  House,  Bahamas,  10  August  1839. 

In  compliance  with  directions  forwarded   to  me   by  Lord  Glenelg  in   his  Lordship's 
despatch,  No.  116,  of  the  26th  January  last,  I  have  now  the  honour  to  transmit,  for  the  .^^^  j^ 
information  of  his  Lordship  the  general  commanding  in  chief,  two  reports  as  to  the  most  ^©J^-^-^lSj^ 
eligible  site  for  the  erection  of  additional  barracks  at  this  station;  the  one  is  from  Captain   "^ 
Budgen,  the  commanding  engineer,  the  other  firom  Surgeon  Richardson,  of  the  2d  West 
India  regiment,  and  the  principal  medical  officer  here. 

Your  Lordship  will  perceive  that  the  opinion  of  these  officers  is  at  variance ;  my  own, 
after  the  fullest  and  most  attentive  inquiry,'  is  in  full  accordance  with  that  of  Captain 
Budgen,  on  every  point  to  which  he  has  referred ;  and  ]  do  most  anxiously  recommend 
that  no  time  may  be  lost  in  commencing  the  work  accordingly. 

I  have,  &c. 
Lieutenant-general  Lord  Fitzroy  Somerset,  (signed)        Fran.  Cockbum, 

&c.  &c.  8cc.  Colonel  on  Sti^  Commanding. 

(In  the  first  instance  the  colonel  commanding  and  the  commanding  engineer  made  known 
to  Sui^eon  Richardson  their  joint  opinion). 

(signed)        F.  Cockbum. 


Sir,  Royal  Engineer  Office,  Nassau,  8th  July  1839.  No  110 

In  compliance  with  your  Excellency's  desire  that  I  should  inspect  the  different  situations 
attainable  for  building  purposes  in  the  town  and  vicinity  of  Nassau,  and  offer  my  opinion  as 
to  the  most  eligible  site  for  the  additional  barrack  accommodation  contemplated  for  the 
troops,  I  have  the  honour  to  state,  that  a  careful  examination,  not  only  of  all  available 
Government  property,  but  also  of  such  belonging  to  private  individuals  as  I  have  ascertained 
can  be  purchased  for  the  purpose,  and  an  attentive  consideration  of  the  advantages  presented 
by  both,  have  led  to  the  conviction  that  the  objects  most  desirable  in  the  situation  of  a 
barrack  will  be  best  attained  by  the  extension  and  reform  of  the  present  barrack  establish- 
ment at  Fort  Nassau,  called  the  iron  barrack. 

This  plan  was  proposed  in  1830,  and  received  the  warm  approval  of  the  late  Sir  J. 
Carmichael  Smyth,  at  that  time  governor  of  the  Bahamas,  and  the  arrangement  now  recom- 
mended to  be  carried  into  effect  is  nearly  similar. 

The  accompanying  sketch  will  best  explain  the  additions  and  improvements  proposed 
(the  new  works  hieing  coloured  yellow),  consisting  of  a  new  range  for  barracks  for  200  men, 
similar  in  size  and  arrangement  to  the  present  one,  with  guard-room,  cooking-house, 
armourer  s  shop,  magazine,  privies,  and  all  other  out-buildii^s  allowed  by  regulations  for  a 
barrack  of  .this  extent,  which,  in  addition  to  the  permanent  barrack  at  Fort  Charlotte,  called 
the  artillery  barrack,  it  is  conceived  will  afford  accommodation  for  the  force  it  is  intended 
to  maintain  at  these  islands.    Connected  with  and  in  addition  to  the  new  buildings  above- 
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mftntionedy  it  is  proposed  that  a  stone  wharf  or  abutment  should  be  constructed  on  the  sea 
side,  beyond  low  water  mark,  and  the  rubbish  obtained  from  the  old  Fort  Nassau,  which 
must,  under  any  circumstances,  be  removed,  used  in  filling  up  or  extending  the  present 
barrack  yard.  ^ 

Also  that  a  dwarf  stone-wall,  with  an  iron  palisade  fence,  should  .be  substituted  for  the 
present  decayed  wooden  one  on  the  three  other  sides. 

The  chief  considerations  which  have  induced  me  to  entertain  this  opinion  of  the  superiority 
of  the  site  in  question  over  any  others  attainable  for  this  purpose  are, — 

Ist.  The  great  advantages  obtained  by  proximity  to  the  sea  for  an  establishment  of  the 
nature  of  a  barrack,  considered  particularly  with  reference  to  the  facility  of  drainage  and 
power  of  erecting  the  privies  over  the  watc^ ;  this  last,  in  consequence  of  the  rocky  nature 
of  the  ground,  l^ine  of  much  importance,  both  as  regarding  health  and  expense. 

2dly.  The  convenience  and  greater  facility  of  maintaining  the  disci{Jine  of  the  troops,  by 
their  being  quartered  in  one  barrack  rather  than  dispersed  at  several  places  distant  from 
each  other ;  and  it  may  be  observed  that  the  proximity  of  this  situation  to  Fleming-square, 
the  only- good  parade  ground  near  the  town,  is  a  consideration  of  some  importance. 

3dly»  W  ith  respect  to  the  expense,  there  can  be  no  question  that  economy  will  be  best 
consulted  by  the  adoption  of  this  site  for  the  {)roiK>sed  barracks,  as,  independent  of  the 
•large  sum  which  would  be  demanded  by  any  individual  consenting  to  part  with  his  property 
for  such  a  purpose,  a  considerable  saving  will  be  made  by  combinmg  the  proposed  new 
works  with  the  barrack  already  built  on  the  spot  This  building,  excellent  m  itself,  both 
as  regards  construction  and  state  of  repair  (the  removal  of  which  cannot  be  recommended), 
is  deficient  in  many  of  those  conveftiences  allowed  by  regulations,  which  are  so  essential  to 
the  comfort  and  discipline  of  troops  in  barracks,  some  having  been  neglected  altogether, 
find  others  constructed  of  a  temporary  nature,  with  the  idea,  it  would  appear,  that  the 
establishment  of  this  place  would  be  eventually  extended.  Should  the  additional  accom- 
modation now  to  be  given  be  built  elsewhere,  it  will  still  become  absolutely  necessary  to 
erect  the  out-buildings  before  mentioned  for  the  use  of  this  barrack,  and  at  an  expense 
almost  equal  to  those  now  proposed  for  the  use  of  both  ranges.  The  expense  of  removing 
the  old  fort  must  also  be  incurred,  it  becoming  every  day  more  ruinous  and  dilapidated ;  and 
it  may  be  here  remarked,  that  the  position  occupied  by  it  has  not  been  considered  by  com- 
petent judges  (as  may  be  inferred  by  its  having  remained  dismantled  since  1792)  an  advan- 
tageous one  for  the  defence  of  the  town  or  harbour,  and  that  therefore  no  objection  arises 
on  that  account  to  its  occupation  by  the  intended  barrack. 

The  above  proposed  arrangement  applying  only  to  the  additional  accommodation  required 
for  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  men,  the  want  of  space  on  the  same  site  for  that 
contemplated  for  officers  may  be  considered  objectionable ;  but  there  are  already  quarters 
for  six  officers  in  its  immediate  vicinity;  and  by  the  removal  of  the  present  main  euard 
to  the  poposed  new  one,  space  will  be  afforded  for  the  eontinuation  of  this  buOding 
to  accommodate  12  more.  The  adjoining  bouse  (private  property)  marked  N.  in  the 
sketch  may,  should  it  be  considered-  advisable,  also  be  obtained,  by  which  the  required 
number  of  officers  would  be  accommodated. 

With  reference  to  my  allusion  to  the  plan  proposed  in  1880,  for  the  extension  of  the  barrack 
accommodation,  I  beg  to  enclose  copies  of  the  reports  given  in  by  the  committee  directed  by 
Sir  James  C.  Smyth  to  report  on  the  comparative  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  Fort  Fin- 
castle,  on  the  site  of  the  old  fort,  by  which  your  Excdlency  will  perceive  that  their  view  of 
the  advantages  possessed  by  the  latter  coincides  with  mine;  and  this  report  is  Uie  more  satis- 
fiictory  as  recording  the  0]:Mnions  entertained  by  the  medical  officers  at  that  time  serving  in 
the  garrison  (of  which  Dr.  Richardson,  the  present  principal  medical  officer  was  one),  of  the 
superiority  in  point  of  heaith  of  this  situation  over  Fort  Fincastle  and  the  ground  in  its 
vicinity^  which  they  consider  ineligible,  both  from  being  on  the  ''  summit  of  a  ridge  which 
is  generally  found  to  be  unhealthy  in  the  West  Indies,"  and  from  exposure  to  noxious 
vapours  firom  the  low  ground  to  the  north-east,  called  the  eastern  swamp,  which,  although 
since  partially  filled  up,  still  retains  the  water  after  rain,  and  is  the  cause  of  much  sickness 
in  the  neighbourhood,  it  is  therefore  to  be  presumed  the  comparative  salubrity  of  the  two 
situations  remain  unchanged.  I 

I  have,  &c.  i 

His  Excellency  Colonel  Cockbum,  (signed)  T.  Budgen,  ! 

&c.  &c.  &c.  Capt»  Coms  R.  Engineers. 

Nassau,  Bahamas,  23  March  1830.  \ 

No.  111.  A  Committee,  consisting  of  the  following  officers,  viz, —  i 

Major  William  Burke  Nicolls,  2d  West  India  regiment.  President ;  ^ 

Surgeon  Richardson,  2d  West  India  regiment,  ^ 

Staff  Assistant^surejeon  Brydon, 
Assistant-surgeon  Wilson,  2d  West  India  regiment, 
Lieutenant  Foster,  Commanding  Royal  Engineers, 
John  Walker,  Ordnance  Storekeeper, 
William  Pierce,  Barrack-master, 


(Members; 


Having  assembled  in  obedience  to  the  district  order  of  22d  March,  and  having  heard  read 
the  letter  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor  and  major-general  commanding  to  tlie  respective 

officers. 
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officers,  wherein  this  committee  is  directed  to  report  on  the  compurative  advantages  and 
disadvantages  of  Fort  Fnicastle,  or  the  site  of  the  old  fort  b^  the  sea-side,  adjoining  the 
present  new  barrack,  to  build  a  barrack  on,  capable  of  containing  ^200  men ;  and  having 
given  our  best  attention  to  the  same,  after  a  careful  examination  x)f  the  two  situations,  sup* 
ported  bjr  the  enclosed  medical  opinions,  and  our  own  experience,  have  come  to  the  foUow- 
m^decisiony  viz. — 

That  the  site  of  the  old  fort,  commonly  called  ^  Fort  Nassau,'^  is  decidedly  the  best  and 
most  healthy  situation  vdiereon  to  erect  a  banrack ;  by  adopting  the  site  of  Fort  Nassau  for 
the  purpose  mentioned,  there  would  be  the  following  advantages :  the  troops,  in  place  of 
bein^  separated  as  they  are  now,  would  be  coosolids^d ;  llieir  own  officers  who  inhabit 
the  barracks,  commonly  called  *^  M^Moss's,"  and  lately  purchased  by  Government  as  an 
officers'  barrack,  being  in  the  same  square  where  it  is  proposed  the  new  barrack  should  be 
buih,  would  be  enabled  to  overlook  their  men,  who  would  be  by  this  means  prevented  break- 
ing out  of  barracks  at  night ;  crime  would  consequently  be  prevented,  and  discipline  be 
better  upheld  than  in  the  present  separated  state  of  the  troops. 

The  only  disadvantage  that  could  be  fairly  offered  against  the  site  which  is  here  recom- 
mended for  building  the  proposed  barracks  on,  viz.,  close  to  the  men's  barrack,  near  the 
sea-side,  would  be  the  expense  attending  the  removal  of  the  rotten  and  decayed  walls  and 
buildings  of  the  old  fort,  which  it  appears,  firom  the  medical  report  herewith  annexed,  is  de^ 
lirable,  whether  a  barrack  be  erected  thereon  or  not.  The  disadvantages  of  building  a  bar- 
rack in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Fincastle  are  numerous. 

1st.  It  is  well  known  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Fincastle  is  unhealthy.— <$e6  Medical 
Report) 

2dly.  There  not  being  any  ground  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Fincastle,  the  property  of  Go- 
vernment, wherecm  a  barrack  could  be  erected,  land  would  haye  to  be  {>urchased. 

Sdly.  The  enormous  additional  expense  the  public  would  necessarily  be  put  to  by  the 
transport  of  materials  for  so  large  a  building  to  so  great  a  distance  as  Fort  Fincastle. 

(signed)         W.  B,  Nicolls,  Major  2d  West  India  regiment. 

•7".  Richardson^  Surgeon  2d  West  India  regiment. 
21  FastCy  Lieut.  R.  Engineers. 
J.  JBrydoTiy  As8i8t.-8urgeon  to  the  Forces. 
Johi  WalkeTy  Ordnance  Storekeeper. 
James  Pierce^  Barrack-master. 
X  Wilson,  As6ist.-surgeon  2d  West  India  regiment. 
(A  true  copy.) 


The  medical  officers  of  ibe  garrison,  in  conformity  to  tiie  wishes  expressed  by  his  Excel- 
lency in  his  communication  of  the  22d  instant  addressed  to  the  committee,  have  given  their  jJq^  x12» 
best  attention  to  the  siiliject  referred  to  their  consideration,  and  they  are  of  opinion  that  the 
site  of  Fort  Nassau  adjoming  the  new  barrack  is  in  every  respect  preferable,  as  far  as  regards 
health,  for  the  erection  of  another,  to  any  ground  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Fincastle. 

The  site  of  the  former  possesses  the  advantage  of  a  dry  soil,  and  is  altogether  free  fix)m 
noxious  exhalations  arising  from  swampy  ground  and  jungle. 

The  most  prevailing  br^ze  bein^  from  the  north-east,  and  that  to  which  it  is  most  exposed, 
is  salutary  in  consequence  of  its  blowing  over  the  ocean ;  and  it  is  protected  from  the  south- 
westerly breezes,  wm^h  are  always  unhealthy,  by  the  ridge  which  runs  to  the  southward  of 
tile  town  of  Nassau.  That,  independent  bf  any  reasons  that  mi^ht  be  offered  in  favour  of 
this  site,  we  halve  the  most  satirfactory  proof  of  thie  superiority  of  the  local  situation  of  the 
new  barracks,  in  point  of  health,  to  any  other  in  the  vicinity  of  Nassau.  The  comparative 
state  of  health  of  the  troops  since  it  has  been  occupied  is  greatly  iii  favour  of  the  building ; 
the  mortality  has  been  only  1  in  60,  whilst  at  Fort  Charlotte  it  has  amounted  to  1  in  4  on 
the  ground-floor,  and  1  in  20  in  the  upper  one.  Webe^  leave  further  to  remark,  that,  as  Fort 
Nassau  is  in  so  dilapidated  a  state  as  to  admit  of  the  lodgment  of  vmter  into  the  body  of  the 
bastions,  the  exhalations  arising  in  consequence  are  extremely  injurious  to  the  men  quar- 
tered in  its  vicinity,  and  would  merefore  recommend  its  removal. 

As  regards  the  site  of  Fort  Fincastle,  we  are  of  opinion  it  is  objectionable  for  the  erection 
of  a  barrack  for  the  following  reasons;  viz.,  being  the  summit  of  a  ridge  exposed  to  the 
strong  currents  of  air  from  me  swamp  which  lies  at  a  short  distance  from  the  north-east  of 
it;  that  it  is  also  completely  exposed  to  the  south-westerly  breeyes,  which  are  always  un- 
wholesome, and  the  ^ound  in  its  vicinity  is  covered  with  jungle  in  every  direction,  that  is 
very  productive  of  disease  during  a  hot  and  humid  state  of  the  atmosphere,  independent  of 
which  the  summits  of  elevated  ndges  are  generally  found  to  be  unhealthy  in  the  West  India 

^  (signed)        J.  lOchardson,  Surgeon  2d  West  India  regiment. 

J.  Brydon,  Assist.-surgeon  to  the  Forces. 
J.  Wilson^  Assi8t.-sui^eon  2d  West  India  regiment. 


Nassau,  24th  March  1830. 


(A  true  cc^y.) 

(signed)         T,  Budgen, 

Capt^i  ComK  Royal  Engineers. 
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40  CORRESPONDENCE  RELATING  TO  THE  BARRACKS  AT 

JPfo.  113.  With  reference  to  so  much  of  the  report  as  has  been  submitted  to  me  by  your  Excellency 

as  the  conjoint  report  of  the  board  called  on  by  the  general  commanding  in  chief  to  recom- 
mend a  site  for  the  erection  of  new  barracks,  I  beg  to  state  I  cannot  concur  in  the  views  and 
cfpinions  expressed  therein. 

1st.  As  to  the  paramount  objects  stated,  the  health  and  discipline  of  the  troops,  I  am  of 
opinion  the  site  proposed,  viz.,  the  small  space  of  ground  aqjoining  the  iron  barrack,  is 
ODJectionable  on  both  points  of  view  as  regards  those  paramount  objects. 

The  iron  barrack,  so  far  as  construction  goes,  is  remarkably  well  adapted  to  preserve  the 
health  of  the  soldier,  and  on  that  sole  account  it  has  been  generally  comparatively  much 
healthier  than  the  old  barrack  at  Fort  Charlotte  and  the  huts  that  were  substituted  when 
that  barrack  was  razed ;  but  it  has  been  obnoxious  to  other  diseases  of  a  serious  character, 
inflammatory  complaints  of  the  chest  and  rheumatic  affections,  which  the  African  soldiers 
are  predisposed  to,  and  which  I  attribute  to  its^site  being  too  near  the  sea-beach;  and  its 
very  low  level  being  so  littje  elevated  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  the  air  is  damp  and  un- 
wholesome about  it ;  and  the  sharp  humid  air  from  the  water  is  very  apt  to  produce  the 
complaints  alluded  to,  and  which  have  prevailed  more  in  that  barrack  than  any  other, 
*  .  Huyler's  excepted,  the  site  of  which  is  precisely  similar,  only  the  men  slept  there  on  a 

ground  floor;  the  building,  however,  was  otherwise  good,  hieing  recently  built  and  well 
ventilated,  yet  out  of  70  men  that  were  <]uartered  there,  17  died  in  about  18  months ;  at  the 
same  perioa  a  number  of  men  were  admitted  into  hospital  from  the  iron  barrack,  but  from  the 
superiority  of  its  construction  the  mortality  was  a  great  deal  less.  The  barracks  that  are  simi- 
larly situated  in  Jamaica,  viz.,  on  the  edge  of  the  water,  especially  Fort  Augusta,  though 
healthier  than  most  others  on  the  south  side  of  the  island,  is  found  to  be  more  obnoxious  to 
complaints  of  the  chest  than  even  Stoney  Hill,  which  is  1,200  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea ; 
the  statistical  report,  lately  published,  proves  this  fact,  and  the  records  of  the  hospital 
here  abundantly  prove  that  the  site  proposed  is  of  itself  unhealthy.  It  was  formerly  occu- 
pied by  troops  that  were  lodged  in  low  Duildings  before  the  iron  barrack  was  erected,  and- 
the  mortality  experienced  on  the  very  site  now  proposed  was  equal  to  any  that  ever  occurred 
in  the  island. 

It  is  proverbial  that  the  whole  of  the  western  suburbs  on  this  part  of  the  town  of  Nassau, 
contiguous  to  said  barrack,  is  unhealthy,  and  in  sickly  seasons  particularly  so,  arising  from 
the  ground  to  the  southward  and  westward  of  the  barrack  forming  a  dead  flat  abruptly  at 
the  foot  of  the  ledge  which  overlooks  the  town,  and  on  which  flat  the  water  stagnates ;  the 
air  is  sultry  and  unwholesome,  and  fevers  of  the  worst  description  during  any  epidemic  are 
always  found  here  when  the  higher  parts  of  the  town  are  exempt  fmm  them.  I  may  here 
observe,  that  since  the  iron  "barrack  nas  been  occupied,  no  less  than  seven  officers  have  died 
that  were  quartered  in  the  very  locality  now  recommended  to  be  built  upon;  the  guard-room 
has  always  been  unhealthvy  so  much  so  that  an  officer's  guard  could  not  be  kept  up  there 
during  the  hot  season.  The  officers*  quarters  on  the  same  site  proved  on  the  ground-floor 
so  unhealthjry  that  they  could  not  be  occupied,  the  officers  that  quartered  in  them  preferring 
to  have  lodgings  at  their  own  expense  rather  than  risk  their  lives ;  in  consequence  of  which,, 
the  two  rooms  on  the  ground-floor  have  been  abandoned,  and  four  officers  only  are  quartered 
in  this  house  for  the  last  three  years.  Had  the  opinion  of  the  medical  officers  of  the  gar- 
rison been  asked  when  the  engineer  officer  on  the  station  recommended  the  purchase  of 
these  premises,  the  guard-room  and  officers'  quarters  would  not  have  been  so  situated  with 
their  concurrence. 

2d.  The  space  that  would  be  available,  after  pulling  down  Fort  Nassau,  would  be  quite 
inadequate  to  afford  room  for  barracks  to  stand  on  for  600  men.  The  present  iron  barrack 
affords  accommodation  for  no  inore  than  180  men,  viz.,  10  rooms,  which  admit  of  18  beda 
in  each ;  one  room  is  siven  up  to  the  detachment  of  artillery,  and  the  remaining  nine  afford 
quarters  for  no  more  than  162  men  of  the  2d  West  India  regiment ;  consequently  two  addi- 
tional barracks  as  large  as  the  present  ii-on  barrack  are  required lo  accommodate  500  or  600 
men,  die  strength  proposed  to  oe  kept  up  at  the  Bahamas. 

The  artillery  barrack  only  accommodates  about  40  men,  but  it  ought  to  be  abandoned  ; 
it  has  always  oeen  unhealthy,  so  much  so,  that  the  corps  for  whose  occupation  it  was  built 
'  could  not  live  in  it;  and  it  has  for  the  last  12  years  been  occnj^ed  by  black  troops;  and 
though  not  so  destructive  to  them  as  to  Europeans,  still  it  has  been  an  unhealthy  station. 

The  space  in  the  barrack-yard  around  the  iron  barrack  does  not  admit  of  erecting  the 
necessary  buildings  that  appertain  to  it,  neither  does  it  allow  any  room  for  the  soldiers  to 
amuse  or  exercise  themselves  in ;  and  in  building  new  barracks  these  are  points  essentially 
necessary  to  be  taken  into  view.  Were  one  additional  barrack  built  on  the  proposed  site,  the 
men  would  be  still  more  than  they  are  at  present  without  any  room  to  range  or  hardly  to 
move  about ;  now  there  is  no  necessity  for  their  being  so  situated. 

It  is  a  notorious  fitct,  the  ridge  upon  which  the  upper  part  of  the  town  of  Nassau  is  built, 
is  by  far  the  most  healthy,  cool  and  pleasant,  ana  it  was  upoa  this  very  range  in  front  of 
Fort  Fincastle  that  Sir  James  Carmicnael  Smyth  first  proposed  as  the  best  site  for  a  new 
barrack,  and  which  he  officially  submitted  to  me  as  the  principal  medical  officer  on  the 
station  for  a  professional  opinion,  and  which  I  approved  of,  with  the  exception  of  its  vicinity 
to  the  eastern  swamp,  which,  at  that  period,  1830,  had  not  been  attempted  to  be  reclaimed^, 
and  from  the  malaria  that  arose  from  that  site.  Sir  James  was  then  deterred  from  recom- 
mending the  vicinity  of  Fort  Fincastle,  and  proposed  as  the  report  states  that  adjoining  the 
iron  barrack. 

The  eastern  swamp  has,  however,  been  filled  up  for  several  years ;  it  was  commenced  by 

Lieutenant-^ 
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Lieutenant-governor  Balfour,  and  completed  by  Sir  W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke  while  he  was  here, 
and  the  same  site  adjoining  Fort  Fmcastle  was  sel^t^  by  hhn  and  recomtneixded  to 
Government  for  building  any  new  barracks  that  might  be  necessary.  In  fact  Sir  W.  Cole-^ 
brooke  went  so  ftu*  as  to  recommend  that  the  present  h-on  barrack  should  be  sold  or  con- 
verted into  a  custom-honse,  its  location  in  the  town  being  destructive  to  the  disoifyline  of 
the  troops  and  injurious  to  the  community  in  the  neighbourhood.  Fleming-square,  which 
IS  used  for  a  parade,  was  intended  as  a  place  of  recreation  for  the  ihhabitants  of  the  town  to 
walk  in,  in  the  evening,  but  having  been  taken  complete  possesision  of  by  the  military,  the 
soldiers  being  parading  and  drilling  in  it  from  morning  till  night,  none  of  the  inhabitants 
would  resort  to  it  for  the  purposes  tor  which  it  was  originally  intended. 

Having  in  view  the  health  and  discipline  of  the  troops  more  especially,  I  must  therefore 
dissent  ^om  the  recommendation  in  the  report,  that  the  site  adjoining  the  iron  barrack  is 
the  most  eligible,  either  on  account  of  health,  the  discipline  of  the  troops,  or  the  expense  that 
would  be  incurred  by  its  selection ;  because,  as  regards  the  latter,  the  building  of  an  abut* 
ment  as  proposed  in  front  of  it  along  the  sea,  would  of  itself  be  a  very  expensive  undertaking, 
and  after  ail  it  would  only  afford  space  for  such  barrack  as  the  present  to  stand  on,  and 
another  must  therefore  be  erected  somewhere  ;  so  that  independently  of  the  objectionable- 
ness  of  the  site  as  regards  health  and  discipline,  and  the  still  greater  objections  as  regards 
the  site  pointed  out  for  oflBcers'  quarters,  the  expense  would  be  much  greater  in  the  endthan 
by  purchasing  the  ground  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Fincastle,  which  affords  ample  room  for  the 
erection  of  barracks  for  four  times  the  number  required,  with  a  range  for  the  men  to  amuse 
and  exercise  themselves  in,  without  going  into  town,  which  they  can  do  at  present  vrithout 
being  let  go  out  of  barracks,  when  they  immediately  come  in  contact  with  grog  shops  and 
the  worst  description  of  the  community.  This  situation,  besides,  would  afford  proper  sites 
for  the  erection  of  cells  and  solitary  places  of  confinement  apart  from  the  men's  barracks,  and 
where  an  improved  system  of  discipline  might  be  carried  out,  which  never  can  be  in  town ; 
in  fact  it  is  a  well  known  maxim,  that  Quartering  troops  in  towns,  either  at  home  or  abroad^  is 
aKke  pernicious  to  the  troops  and  inhaoitants. 

Tlie  premises  which  I  have  recommended  have  been  in  my  possession  for  the  last  nine 
years,  and  it  may  appear  from  this  circumstance,  to  those  unacquainted  with  them,  that  my 
recommejidatioh  is  somewhat  questionable,  inasmuch  that  I  may  have  an  interest  in  the  sale 
of  the  property ;  but  I  am  too  well  certified  on  the  correctness  of  the  statement  I  have  made, 
and  of  the  healthiness  of  the  site  of  said  premises  being  unequalled  by  any  in  the  island,  and 
in  all  respects  better  adapted  for  troops  tnan  any  other  that  can  be  pointed  out*  that  I  have 
not  been  deterred  from  submitting  them  to  Government  as  most  eligible ;  and  I  refer  to  the 
report  .of  Sir  William  Colebrooke,  an  oflicer  of  great  experience  in  tropical  climates,  and  also 
ofprofessional  knowledge  re^rding  the  construction  of  barracks,  whether  he  thinks  there 
is  any  site  in  the  island  equafly  eUgible  for  the  purpose. 

As  regards  the  expense,  I  beg  to  state,  there  are  two  dwellmg-houses  on  the  premises,  one 
of  which,  on  ihe  hiu,  would  aflford  quarters  for  a  mess  and  five  officers,  the  other  house 
quarters  for  three  officers ;  both  houses  well  situated  and  in  good  repair.  The  terrace  on 
which  the  largest  house  is  situated  is  exceedingly  well  adapted,  if  earned  out  to  the  eastern 
side  of  that  property,  for  erecting  as  many  more  officers*  quarters  as  may  be  required.  There 
are  three  wells  of  excellent  water,  with  out-offices  in  good  repair,  stable  for  five  horses,  &c. 

If  the  board  think  fit  to  recommend  these  premises,  a  plan  had  better  be  taken  of  them 
and  submitted  with  this  report  to  the  general  commanding  in  chief,  when  the  price  of  the 
whole  property  will  be  stated,  and  which,  I  apprehend,  would  not  be  an  expensive  purchase 
to  Government,  considering  that  a  saving  of^  360  f.  a  vear  would  accrue  to  Government  for 
officers*  lodging  money  at  the  rate  at  which  they  have  been  paid  for  some  time  past. 

I  believe  that  no  impartial  appraiser  would  value  the  property  at  less  than  three  thousand 
pounds. 

(signed)       •/.  Richardsorif 

Nadsau,  8  August  1830.  Surgeon  2d  W.  I.  RegS  and  Principal  Medical  Officer. 


My  Lord,  Downinjg-street,  1 6  October  1839.  No.  114. 

I  HAVE  received,  and  laid  before  Lord  John  Russell,  your  lordship's  letter  of  the  5th 
instant,  transmitting  by  direction  of  the  general  commanding  in  chief  two  reports  which 
had  been  received  from  the  Lieutenant-governor  of  the  Bahamas,  respecting  the  selection  of 
a  proper  site  for  Uie  construction  of  new  barracks  in  that  colony. 

Two  distinct  and  conflicting  opinions  have  been  formed  on  this  subject :  one  submitted  by 
the  commanding  royal  engineer,  to  which  the  Lieutenant-governor  of  the  colony  assents,  the 
other  by  the  pnncipal  m^ical  officer,  who  suggests,  that,  for  the  erection  of  the  proposed 
buUdiiigs,  the  Government  should  purchase  some  property  belonging  to  him,  which  he  states 
is  superior  for  h^thiness  to  any  otlier  spot  m  the  island. 

Under  these  circumstances.  Lord  John  Russell  requests  that  vou  will  acquaint  the  general 
commanding  in  chief  that  it  would  be  a  satisfiu^tion  to  his  Lordship,  if  it  were  practicable,  to 
obtain  the  opinion  of  some  superior  and  disinterested  medical  officer  on  this  question. 

I  have,  &c. 
Lord  Fitzroy  Somerset,  &c«  kc.  Sec.  (signed)        James  Stephen. 


154.  F  Sir, 

Digitized  by 


Google 


4S 


CORRESPONDENCE  RELATING  TO  THE  BARRACKS  AT 


No.  116. 


No.  116. 


No.  117. 


Sir^  Horse  Guards,  15  November  1839^   ' 

Hatikg,  in  conformity  to  the  request  conveyed  in  your  letter  of  the  16th  ultimo,  that^ 
under  the  conflicting  opinions  reading  the  barracks  at  the  Bahamas,  the  opinion  of  some 
superioiT  t^d  disinterested  medicaJ  officer  should  be  obtained,  referred  the  papers  to  the 
director-general  of  the  army  medical  department,  I  have  now  the  honour  to  transmit,  for 
the  information  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  copy  of  a  letter  from  Sir  James  M'Grrigor,  encloe^ 
ing  the  report  of  Stafi^-surgeon  Millingen,  who  served  in  the  Bahamas,  and  who,  it  will  be 
seen,  entirely  concurs  in  ^e  opinion  of  the  Governor  and  the  commanding  royal  engineer, 
that  the  site  of  Fort  Nassau  should  be  selected  in  preference  to  that  of  Fort  Fincastle. 


James  Stephen,  Esq., 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        Fitzroy  Somerset. 


My  Lord,  Army  Medical  Department,  12  November  1839. 

I  HATE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  referring 
to  the  correspondence  which  has  taken  place  relative  to  the  selection  of  a  proper  site  for  the 
construction  of  new  barracks  at  the  Bahamas,  and  having,  agreeably  to  the  instructions  con- 
tained in  IJie  above  letter,  put  Dr.  Millmgen  in  possession  of  all  the  particulars  of  the  case, 
I  now  beg  leave  to  forward,  for  the  information  of  General  Lord  Hill,  Dr.  Millingen's  report 
on  this  subject 


Lieut.-general  Lord  F.  Somerset, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


I  have,  kc. 
(signed)        J.  JtfGrigor,  Director-gen^. 


Sir, 


12,  St  John's  Wood  Road,  7  November  1839. 


In  reply  to  the  communication  you  did  me  the  honour  to  address  me  regarding  the  eligi- 
bility of  a  situation  in  the  island  of  New  Providence  for  the  construction  of  additional  bar- 
racks, I  beff  to  state,  that  from  three  years*  experience  in  that  colony,  during  which  period 
I  was  principal  medical  officer,  and  at  a  time  wnen  it  was  most  unhealthy,  and  when  in  addi- 
tion to  the  2d  West  India  regiment  there  were  detachments  of  European  troops  from  the 
royal  artillery,  the  68th  and  92d  regiments,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  giving  as  my  unqualified 
opinion,  that  the  site  of  Fort  Nassau  is  the  one  that  should  be  selected  in  preference  to 
that  of  Fort  Fincastle,  and  thus  my  view  of  the  subject  is  grounded  on  the  following 
circumstances : 

1st  The  comparative  salubrity  of  the  town  of  Nassau  may  be  attributed  to  the  protection 
it  receives  from  a  range  of  hills  which  shelter  it  from  the  miasma  of  the  back  swamps  and 
jungle,  more  especially  during  the  prevalence  of  the  south-west  winds,  which  sweep  over  this 
unhealthy  tract,  and  may  be  considered  as  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  the  epidemic  remittent 
fever  which  in  this  island  so  frequently  assumes  a  formidable  type. 

2d.  The  ground  on  which  Fort  Nassau  was  built  is,  in  common  with  the  lower  part  of  the 
town,  sheltered  from  this  baneful  influence,  and  is  moreover  open  to  a  constant  and  salubri- 
ous sea-breeze. 

The  north-east  winds  to  which  this  site  is  exposed,  although  bleak  and  trying  to  African 
subjects,  are  considered  most  healthy.  The  black  troops  no  doubt  under  their  influence  are 
more  subject  to  disease  of  an  inflammatory  character ;  but  this  disadvantage  cannot,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  be  compared  to  that  which  would  arise  from  an  expense  to  the  probable 
causes  of  the  epidemic  fever  of  the  island,  which  has  often  proved  so  fatal  as  to  render  the 
mortality  of  the  garrison  as  great  as  in  Sierra  Leone,  as  was  instanced  in  the  case  of  a  wing 
of  the  7th  fusileer  regiment. 

Fort  Fincastle  being  constructed  on  a  spur  of  the  protective  ridge,  is  especially  exposed  to 
this  influence,  and  the  southern  face  of  the  work  is  surrounded  with  a  rank  vegetation. 

This  site,  moreover,  is  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  a  swamp,  which,  I  apprehend,  can 
never  be  fully  reclaimed,  and  affords  no  ground  for  exercise. 

8d.  One  of  the  causes  of  inflammatory  complaints  amongst  the  troops  quartered  in  Fort 
Nassau  barracks  may  be  possibly  sought  in  the  distance  of  the  privies  from  the  barrack- 
rooms,  and  to  which  the  soldier  cannot  go  without  exposure  to  the  inclemency  of  the  wea- 
ther, when  not  unfrequently  they  are  just  risen  from  their  warm  beds  half-dressed  and 
barefooted. 

I  cannot  conclude  these  observations  without  taking  the  liberty  of  expressing  my  sincere 
hope  that  the  old  barracks  at  Fort  Charlotte  are  totally  untenanted,  from  ^their  exposure  to  a 
morbid  influence,  which  I  fear  would  influence  in  a  similar  manner  any  barracks  con- 
structed on  the  crest  of  Fort  Fincastle.  j  ,         ^ 


Sir  James  M'Grigor,  Bart., 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


(signed)        J.  Y.  Millingen,  m.  d.. 
Surgeon  to  the  Forces,  h.  p. 


My  Lord,  Downing-street,  21  November  1839. 

I  UAVB  received  and  laid  before  Lord  John  Russell  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  15th 

instant,  enclosing  a  letter  from  the  director-general  of  the  army  medical  board,  with  a 

communication  m>m  stafi'-surgeon  Millingen,  who  has  served  in  the  Bahamas ;  reporting 

that  he  concurs  in  the  opinion  of  the  governor  and  of  the  commanding  royal  engineer  in 

that 
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that  colony,  in  regard  to  Fort*  Nassau  being  the  most  eligible  site  for  the  erection  of  the 
proposed  new  bamtcks. 

I  am  directed  by  Lord  John  RnsseU  to  request  that  your  Lordship  would  inform  the 
general  commanding  in  chief,  that  his  Lordship  has  now  suggested  to  the  master-general 
and  Board  of  Ordnance,  that  the  necessary  plans  and  estimates  for  this  work  should  be 
submitted  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury ;  and  his  Lordship  has  conveyed  to 
the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  his  recommendation  that  the  expenditure  to  be  incurred  on  this 
service  should  receive  theur  sanction,  and  be  defrayed  from  tne  frinds  of  this  country. 

I  have,  tec. 
The  Lord  Fitzroy  Somerset.  (signed)        Jos.  Stephen. 


Sir,                                                                        Downing-street,  26  November  1839,  *^ 

With  reference  to  former  correspondence  respecting  the  construction  of  new  barracks  in  * 

the  Bahamas,  and  more  especially  to  your  letter  of  the  8th  of  February  last,  I  am  directed  IJq 

by  Lord  John  Russell  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  master-general  and  /^  ^^ar(/ 

Board  of  Ordnance,  the  copy  of  a  correspondence  between  the  general  commanding  in  chief  ""^£^^52^n*^ 

and  this  department,  by  which  the  master-general  and  board  will  perceive  that  Fort  Nassau  ifi  ^^^Sjl^ 

is  reported  to  be  the  most  eligible  site  for  the  erection  of  the  proposed  building.  "'T7'"^'2s^>^^ 


Lord  John  Russell  would  now  suggest  to  the  master-general  and  board,  that  the  neces-  i  xf^'SS" 
sary  plans  and  estimates  for  this  work  should  be  submitted  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  — *^^^2!^6e*' 
the  Treasury,  to  whom  a  copy  of  this  correspondence  has  been  communicated,  with  his  '"'"^  ** 

Lordship's  recommendation  that  the  expenditure  to  be  incurred  on  this  service  should  be 
sanctioned  by  them  and  defrayed  from  the  frmds  of  this  country. 

I  have,  &c. 
R.  Byham,  Esq.  (signed)        J.  Stephen. 


Office  of  Ordnance, 
Sir,  6  December  1839.     (L  6.  F.— 971.)  jj^^  ^20. 

Having  laid  before  the  Board  of  Ordnance  your  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo,  and  its  enclo* 
sure,  by  which  it  appears  that  Fort  Nassau  is  the  most  eligible  site  for  the  erection  of  the 
proposed  new  barracks  at  the  Bahamas,  I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  the  plans  and 
estimate  for  the  work  have  been  called  for  from  the  commanding  royal  engineer,  but  they 
have  not  yet  hejtn  received  ;  a  further  communication  respecting  them  has  now  been  made 
to  that  officer,  and  I  am  instructed  to  beg  you  will  assure  Lord  John  Russell  that  imme* 
diate  attention  will  be  given  to  the  subject  on  their  arrival.  I  ha  e  &c 

J.  Stephen,  Esq.,  &c.  &c.  &c.  (signed)        JR.  Byham, 

Downing-street. 


Sir,  Treasury  Chambers,  11  December  1839.  j^^^  221, 

The  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  having  had  under  their  considera^ 
tion  your  letter  of  25th  ultimo,  transmitting  a  correspondence  which  has  passed  between  the 
general  commanding  in  chief  and  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  which  it  is  reported  that  Fort 
rfassau  is  the  most  eligible  site  for  the  erection  of  the  proposed  barracks  at  the  Bahamas, 
I  have  it  in  command  to  request  you  will  state  to  Lord  John  Russell,  that,  as  My  Lords 
consider  the  question  as  to  the  site  that  should  be  selected  for  the  contemplated  additional 
barracks  at  Nassau  to  be  now  definitely  settled,  their  Lordships  only  await  the  receipt  of 
the  plans  and  estimates  for  the  building  from  the  master-general  and  Board  of  Ordnance,  to 
give  such  directions  as  may  be  expedient  in  regard  to  uie  prosecution  of  the  work  by  the 
Ordnance  department. 

I  am,  kc. 

J.  Stephen,  Esq.  (signed)        A'  Y.  Spearman, 


Sir,  Downing-street,  17  December  1889. 

With  reference  to  the  correspondence  which  has  taken  place  respecting  the  construe-  jfo,  X22. 
tion  of  new  barracks  at  the  Bahamas,  1  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  decided  that  Fort  Nasf^u  is  the  most  eligible  site  for  the  proposed  build- 
ings ;  that  the  master<^eneral  and  Board  of  Ordnance  have  renewed  their  applications  to  the 
engineer  officers  for  plans  and  estimates  for  the  work,  and  that  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury 
will  then  be  prepared  to  give  such  directions  as  may  be  expedient  in  regard  to  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  work  by  the  Ordnance  department. 

I  have,  &c. 

Colonel  Cockbum.  (signed)        John  Russell. 


154.  F2  ,         TURK'S 
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Sir,  War  Office,  12  June  1838. 

^^*  ^*  LiEiTTENANT-coLOKEL  Nicolls,  of  the  2d  West  India  regiment,  in  reporting  the  death 

6f  lieutenant  Richardson,  having  remarked  that  the  water  is  of  so  injurious  a  quality  in 
Turk's  Island,  that  very  few  who  go  there  can  escape  dysentery,  and  tnat  both  this  officer 
and  his  wife  were,  as  is  usual,  attacked  with  this  disorder  shortly  after  their  arrival,  I  have 
the  honour  to  request  that  you  will  consult  with  those  military  and  medical  officers  whose 
experience  may  enable  thetn  to  suggest  a  means  of  remedying  this  evil,  and  that  you  will 
favour  me  with  your  opinion  whether  it  would  not  be  practicable  to  improve  the  quality  of 
the  water  supplied  to  tne  troops,  either  by  having  tants  for  the  collection  of  rain  water,  or 
by  having  the  water  now  used  by  the  troops  punfied  by  the  use  of  drip-stones,  or  whether 
anv  and  what  other  means  f u^gest  themselves  to  you  for  remedying  this  evil. 

Vou  will  at  the  same  time  have  the  goodness  to  report  to  me  from  what  sources  the  water 
now  uied  in  Turk's  Island  is  derived,  and  whether  any  and  what  means  of  improving  its 
quality  b^ve  hitherto  been  tried,  and  what  would  be  the  expense  of  adopting  any  mean» 
which  you  and  the  military  and  medical  officers  within  your  government  may  think  might  be 
resorted  to  with  advantage  for  this  purpose, 

I  am  confident  that  1  shall  have  the  assistance  of  your  best  advice  upon  a  sulnect  so  im- 

Eortant  to  the  health  of  the  troops  as  the  supply  of  pure  water;  and  I  have  further  the 
onour  to  request  that  you  will  furnish  me  with  a  statement  of  the  circumstances  whicb 
render  it  necessary  to  detach  any  part  of  the  forces  in  the  Bahamas  to  Turk's  Island. 

I  have,  ftc. 
The  Lieutenant-governor  of  the  Bahamas.  (signed)        Howiek. 


My  Lord,  Government-house,  Bahamas,  11  August  1838. 

No.  2.  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  despatch  of  the  12th 

June,  72,018,  directing  me  to  take  the  necessary  inquiries  concerning  the  means  most  likely 
to  prevent  the  stomach  complaints,  by  which  the  troops  stationed  at  Turk's  Island  are  so 
frequently  and  so  severely  attacked,  owing  to  the  badness  of  the  water  they  are  compelled  to 
drink.  Having  had  an  experience  of  seven  years,  uninterrupted,  while  employed  at 
Honduras,  of  the  best  method  of  keeping  rain  water  pure  and  healthy,  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  stating,  that  the  very  means  suggested  in  your  Lordship's  letter  are  the  best  that  can  be 
adopted,  viz.,  iron  tanks  to  receive  the  water  in,  and  drip-stones  through  which  to  filter  it 
afterwards.  The  latter  resource  I  have  not  failed  to  avail  myself  of,  and  under  the  sanction 
of  your  Lordship's  opinion  as  above  referred  to,  six  drip-stones  have  been  pinrchased  and 
forwavded  for  the  use  of  the  troops  at  Turk's  Island ;  and  Lieutenant-colonel  Nicolls  has 
sent  positive  orders  to  the  officer  in  command  of  the  detachment,  that  the  men  composing 
it  shall  drink  no  water  that  has  not  been  previouslv  and  sufficiently  filtered.  From  this 
arrangement  I  anticipate  great  benefit ;  but  I  would  also  most  strongly  recommend  that  two 
or  three  iron  tanks,  of  5,000  gallons  each,  should  be  immediately  sent  out  for  the  use  of 
Tufk's  Island,  with  an  authority,  when  putting  them  up,  for  incurring  the  additional 
expense  of  roofing  them  over  and  railing  them  in,  both  of  which  latter  I  know  from  expe- 
rience to  be  the  b^st  means  of  keeping  tne  water  pure  and  clear.  The  barrack  aecommoda- 
tion  for  the  troops  at  Turk's  Island  is  in  a  building  hired  for  them  at  the  expense  of  the 
inhabitantSc  It  would  be  highly  desirable  in  every  respect  that  a  barrack  should  be  built 
therefor  60  men;  moreover,  the  having  a  Government  ouilding  from  which  to  collect  the 
wator  would  do  away  with  the  only  difficulty  and  objection  which  attends  the  putting  up  of 
iron  tanks,  the  pieces  of  which,  when  once  cemented  together,  cannot  be  separated ;. 
should  your  Lordship  be  pleased  to  sanction  this  arrangement,  much  time  would  be  saved  in 
carrying  it  into  effect  by  an  order  being  at  once  sent  o^  by  the  Board  of  Ordnance  in  Eng- 
land, to  the  respective  officers  here,  to  at  once  commence  and  proceed  with  the  work,  suUecty, 
however,. to  the  pl^a,  extent  and  arrangement  of  the  building  being  approved  by  the  officer 
commanding  the  troops  in  Bahamas.  Turk's  Island  is  a  place  of  much  importance  in  this 
colony ;  it  is  thickly  inhabited,  contains  a  large  and  well-built  town,  and  affords  an  exten- 
sive and  valuable  supply  of  the  finest  salt.  It  is  worthy  of  every  encouragement ;  and  in 
the  event  of  war  could  not  be  left  without  military  protection.  I  should  imagine  that  the 
expense  of  erecting  the  barrack3,kitchens,&c.»  and  enclosing  the  whole,  would  not  exceed  firom 
1,2002.  to  1,5002.  sterling.  By  the  enclosed  letter  fix)m  Stugeon.  Richardson,  of  the  2d  West 
India  regiment,  and  the  principal  medical  officer  here,  whose  very  lone  experience  and 
great  talent  entitle  his  opinion  to  every  consideration,  it  will  be  perceived  uiat  behas  recom*- 
mended  measures  very  similar  to  those,  already  suggested,  and  which,  under  the  drcum* 
stances  of  the  case,  I  do  most  sincerely  hope  and  trust  your  Lordship  will  allow  to  be  carried- 
into  effect. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Lord  Howick,  (signed)        Fran.  Coekbumy 

&c.  &c.  &c.  Col.  Com"^  &  U  Gov. 


Sir, 
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Sir,  Nassau,  28  July  1838. 

I  HA.y  s  the  honour  to  acknowkdge  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  communication  of  the  No,  3. 

25th  instant,  referring  to  a  letter  from  the  Right  honourable  the  Secretary  at  War,  bearing 
date  12th  June  1838  (No.  72,018,  Bahamas),  and  requesting  from  me  such  remarks  and 
observations  as  I  might  be  able  to  offer,  for  the  information  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  on  the 
subject  referred  to.  I  beg  to  state,  that  the  water  used  by  the  troops  and  by  the  inhabitants 
of  Turk's  Island  is  exclusively  rain-water,  the  wells  throughout  the  island  being  entirely 
unfit  for  use  even  for  cattle,  by  reason  of  the  large  quantity  of  saline  matter  with  which  the 
water  in  them  is  impregnated. 

The  rain-water  is  preserved  in  tanks  that  are  excaTated  so  far  under  ground  as  to  be 
nearly  on  a  level  with  the  sea ;  thev  are  constructed  of  stone  and  mortar,  and  covered 
entirely  with  cement.    The  roof  of  the  cistern  is  so  low,  that  different  animals,  such  as 

!;oats,  she^p,  dogs  and  cats,  &c.,  are  constantly  resting  upon  it  or  running  over  it,  and 
eaving  their  excrements  on  the  surface,  which  are  washed  into  tbe  cistern  by  the  rains. 
The  water  contained  therein  is  generally,  if  not  always,  exceedingly  filthy  and  most  offensive, 
and  consequently  pernicious  to  those  who  use  it,  but  more  especially  so  to  strangers. 

No  remedies  have  been  had  recourse  to  by  the  Turk's  islanders  for  the  purification  of  the 
water,  so  far  as  I  can  learn  fi*om  those  who  have  been  stationed  there  witn  the  troops,  who 
have  been  compelled  to  drink  it  in  the  state  described. 

The  best  remedy  at  present  is  what  your  E^cellenqy  has  already  directed  them  to  bt 
immediately  supplied  with,  viz.,  drip-stones. 

The  repeated  filtration  of  the  water  of  said  tanks  will,  to  a  certain  extent,  purify  it;  but 
the  only  effectual  method  of  remedying  the  evil  is  for  Her  Majesty's  Crovemment  to  build 
such  a  barrack  as  may  be  necessary  to  accommodate  the  number  of  troops,  that  are  required 
for  the  protection  of  the  trade  at  Turk's  Island,  which  is  so  important  to  the  Bahamas, 
and  to  provide  such  barrack  with  two  iron  tanks  sufficient  for  th^  purpose ;  for  the  health 
of  the  troops,  if  kept  there,  this  is  essentially  necessaiy.  The  barracks  the  soldiers  have 
hitherto  been  quartered  m  there  are  exceedingly  objectionable,  as  well  as  the  water;  and 
though  frequent  complaints  have  been  made,  the  local  authorities  there  have  not  been  able 
to  remedy  any  of  the  evils  complained  o£ 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        S.  Richardson, 
Colonel  Cockbum,  Surgeon  2**  W.  L  R^  &  Principal  M.  Office. 

Commanding  the  Troops,  Bahamas. 

Sir,  War  Office,  1 9  December  1 888.  No.  4. 

I  JLM  directed  to  transmit  the  enclosed  copies  of  a  letter  and  its  enclosure  from  Colonel 
Cockbum,  commanding  Her  Majesty's  fcurces  at  the  Babunas,  recommending  the  erection 
of  a  barrack  for  the  accommodation  of  50  men  at  Turk's  Island,  and  that  two  or  three  iron 
tanks  of  5,000  gallons  each  shoukl  be  sent  out  to  hdd  water  for  the  use  of  the  military,  and 
to  request  that  you  will  submit  to  the  master^eneral  and  Board  oC  Ordnance  the  strong 
recommendation  of  Lord  Howick  that  the  measures  proposed  by  Colonel  Cockbum  should 
be  adopted  with  the  lei^t  possible  delay* 

I  have,  &c« 

R.  Byham,  Esq.,  kckckc  (signed)        X.  Suiiwm. 


Sir,  War  Office,  20  December  1888.  jj^.  6. 

I  AM  directed  to  transmit  the  eqclosed  copy  of  my  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  addressed  to 
Richard.  Byham^  Esq.,  and  to  request  that  you  will  submit  to  the  Lords  Commissioaers  of 
Her  Majesty's  Treasury,  that  the  master-general  and  Board  of  Ordnance  may  be  instructed 
to  make  provision  in  the  Ordnance  Estimates  of  the  ensuing  year  for  the  erection  of  a 
barrack  at  Turk's  Island,  and  for  the.  expense  of  two  or  three  iron  tanks  to  bold  waler  for 
the  use  of  the  military. 

I  have,  Sec. 
A.  Y.  Speuman,  Esq^,  (signed)       £.  Sulwan. 


Sec*  &c«  &C. 


Office  of  Ordnance, 
Sir,  11  January  1839.    (M.  G.— 7.)  No.  G. 

KAviNa  laid  before  the  master-general  and  Board  of  OMnance  y^ur  letter  of  loth  ult, 
and  its  enclosures,  on  the  subject  or  a  proposed  barrack  at  Turk's  Island,  at  the  Bahamas, 
«Uid  also  tiie  supply  of  iron  tanks : 
•  I  have  the  honour  by  their  command  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Secretary  at  War, 
that  they  have  received  no  reports  from  their  officers  respecting  these  propositions,  and  they 
are  therefore  not  prepared  to  adopt  the  measures  recommended  by  Colonel  Cockbum ;  and 
I  am  to  submit,  in  the  absence  of  instructions  from  the  Colonial  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
Lords  of  the  Treasury,  from  whom  the  master-^neral  and  board  receive  their  instructions  ' 
m  respeet  to  the  colonial  establishments,  they  are  unable  to  issue  any  orders  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  propoBitions  in  question. 

L.  Sulivan,  Esq.,  &c.  &c.  &c,  I  have,  &c. 

War  Office-  (signed)        R.  Byham. 

154-  F3  Sir, 
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Sir,  Treasury  Chambers,  28  January  1839. 

No.  7.  The  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  having  had  under  their  considera- 

tion  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  and  its  enclosures,  on  the  subject  of  providing  better 
a^^o^^^^   accommodation  for  the  troops  at  the  Bahamas,  1  have  it  in  command  from  their  Lordships 
S^.Sl^-"'^^  to  request  you  will  state  to  the  master-general  and  Board  of  Ordnance,  that  My  Lords  are 

not  prepared  to  give  their  sanction  to  the  expenditure  therein  referred  to  being  incurred, 
without  much  more  specific  information  as  to  the  extent  and  distribution  of  the  buildings 
that  might  be  contemplated  by  the  master-general  and  board,  and  as  to  the  circumstances 
that  may  render  it  necessary  that  such  portion  of  the  expense  of  providing  barracks  for  the 
troops  at  the  Bahamas,  as  may  have  been  hitherto  defrayed  from  colonial  funds,  should  in 
future  be  provided  for  from  the  funds  of  this  country,  as  would  appear  to  be  intended. 

The  Secretary  to  the  I  am,  &c. 

Ordnance.  (signed)        F.  Baring. 


Sir,  Downing-street,  23  February  1839. 

The  Marauis  of  Normanby  has  had  under  his  consideration  the  accompanying  copies  of 
letters  from  tne  Horse  Guards  and  Ordnance  department,  transmitting  copies  of  Mr.  Barings 
letter  to  Mr.  Byham,  of  the  28th  January,  on  the  subject  of  the  erection  of  barracks  in  the 
Bahamas. 

His  Lordship  observes,  that  a  new  question  is  raised  in  Mr.  Baring's  letter,  namely,  ''what 
circumstances  render  it  necessary  that  such  portion  of  the  expense  of  providing  barracks  for 
the  troops  at  the  Bahamas,  as  may  have  been  hitherto  defrayed  from  colonial  funds,  should  in 
future  be  provided  for  from  the  funds  of  this  country."  On  this  1  am  desired  to  observe,  that 
Lord  Normanby  cannot  find  that  any  expense  on  account  of  barracks  at  Bahamas  has  ever 
been  defrayed  from  colonial  funds ;  and  as  the  speedy  erection  of  barracks  appears  to  be 
indispensable  to  the  health  of  Her  Majesty *8  troops,  his  Lordship  trusts,  that  so  soon  as  the 
Ordnance  department  shall  be  enabled  to  supply  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury 
with  plans  and  estimates,  no  delay  will  be  permitted  to  take  place  in  the  execution  of  the 

'^^^^'  I  have,  &c. 

A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.,  &c.  &c.  Sec.  (signed)        James  Stephen. 


Sir,  Treasury  Chambers,  21  March  1839. 

No.  9.  I  AM  commanded  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  to  request 

you  will  state  to  the  Marquis  of  Normanby,  in  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  23d  ultimo,  on 
the  subject  of  the  ban-aclcs  which  it  has  been  proposed  to  erect  at  the  Bahamas,  that 
the  communication  fh>m  this  department  to  the  master-general  and  Board  of  Ordnance 
therein  adverted  to  related  to  the  proposed  construction  of  a  barrack  at  Turk's  Island,  and 
that  the  inquiry  to  which  you  advert  m  your  letter  had  reference  to  a  statement  in  a  letter 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  by  Colonel  Cockbum,  on  the  11th  of  last  August,  that 
'^  the  barrack  accommodation  for  the  troops  at  Turk's  Island  is  in  a  building  hired  for 
them  at  the  expense  of  the  inhabitants,"  and  to  a  further  statement  in  a  report  made  to 
Colonel  Cockbum,  by  the  principal  medical  officer  on  the  station,  that  **  freauent  complaints 
had  been  made  to  the  local  authorities"  at  Turk's  Island,  on  the  subject  of  tne  objectionable 
state  of  the  barracks  there,  though  without  any  good  effect,  and  that  these  statements 
had  appeared  to  My  Lords  to  be  conclusive  as  to  the  expense  of  the  barracks  in  question 
having  oeen  in  some  manner  defrayed  from  colonial  funds. 

I  am  at  the  same  time  to  request  you  will  further  observe  to  Lord  Normanby,  that  My 
Lords  await  the  opinion  and  report  of  the  Ordnance  officers  at  the  Bahamas  as  to  the  site  of 
the  barracks,  for  which  the  master-general  and  board  have  called,  and  the  estimates  they 
propose  to  have  prepared,  before  they  give  any  further  directions  on  the  subject. 

I  have,  &c. 
James  Stephen,  Esq.  (signed)        G.  J.  Pennington^  Pro.  Sec. 


Mj  Lord,  War  Office,  26  January  1839. 

1^     j^  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  the  accompanying  copies  of  a  letter  and  of  its  enclosures, 

which  were  communicated  by  my  directions  to  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  and  also  a  copy  of 
the  reply  which  has  been  received  to  that  communication,  and  to  request  that  your  Lordship 
will  with  the  least  possible  delay  give  such  directions  as  may  secure  the  immediate  adoption 
of  those  measures  so  strongly  recommended  by  the  Lieutenant^ovemor,  and  so  essentially 
required  to  secure  the  health  of  the  troops.  I  have  &c 

The  Lord  Glenelg,  (signed)        Hawick. 

&c.  &c.  &c.  «_^_^-«^_«__^___— _— 

j^Q  J  2  Sir,  Downing-street,  30  January  1839. 

I  AM  directed  by  Lord  Glenelg  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  at 

^u  \5^'  War,  enclosing  a  correspondence  with  the  Lieutenant-governor  of  Bahamas,  relative  to  the 

a5j32^^''5'Sv     unwholesomeness  of  the  water  at  Turk's  Island,  and  I  am  to  request  that  you  will  lay  these 

-^[i^»  *'  papers 
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papers  before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  and  direct  their  Lordships'  parti- 
cular attention  to  the  opinion  entertained  by  the  Lieutenant-governor,  that  it  is  mdispen- 
sable  to  th6  health  of  the  troops  that  iron  tanks  to  contain  the  water,  duly  protected  by 
suitable  buildings,  should  be  providedi  and  that  you  will  convey  to  their  Lordships  Lord 
Glenel^'s  recommendation,  that  the  outlay  necessary  for  this  purpose  should  receive  their 
Lordships'  sanction. 

I  have.  Sec, 

A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.,  &c.  &c.  &c.  (signed)        James  Stephen. 


Sir,  Treasury  Chambers,  11  February  1839. 

I  HAVE  it  in  command  from  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  to 
transmit  the  accompanying  letter  from  Mr.  Stephen,  dated  30th  ultimo,  with  its  enclosures, 
relative  to  the  unwhojesomeness  of  the  water  at  Turk's  Island,  and  to  request  that,  in  laying 
the  same  before  the  master-general  and  Board  of  Ordnance,  you  will  move  them  to  favour 
My  Lords  with  such  observations  and  suggestions  as  they  may  have  to  offer  on  the  subject 
of  the  proposition  therein  conveyed  for  constructing  water  tanks  for  the  use  of  the  troops 
stationed  at  Turk's  Island. 

I  am,  Sec. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Ordnance.  (signed)        F.  Baring. 


Office  of  Ordnance,  jf^   23 

Sir,  8  March  1839.    (M.  G.~96.) 

Having  laid  before  the  master-general  and  Board  of  Ordnance  your  letter  of  11th  Fe- 
bruary, and  its  enclosure  from  the  Colonial  Secretary  of  State,  respecting  the  state  of  the 
water  at  Turk's  Island,  Bahamas,  and  conveying  their  Lordships'  directigns  for  any  sugges-   ;;^.  j 
tion  from  this  department,  after  the  consideration  of  the  question,  which  the  master-general   ^^"""""^-S.^^  ^  ^ 
and  board  should  have  to  offer :  ^"-^^--^7 • 

I  have  the  honour  to  request  you  will  submit  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  that  the  master- 
eeneral  and  board  have  no  means  of  obtaining  the  information  required  on  this  point,  than 
by  giving  authority  to  the  commanding  engineer  at  the  Bahamas  to  visit  Turk's  island  and 
report  upon  what  is  requisite  for  the  accommodation  and  health  of  the  troops ;  but  I  am  to 
state,  that,  if  an  immediate  supply  of  two  or  three  iron  tanks  should  be  deemed  absolutely 
necessary,  without  awaiting  the  arrival  of  such  report,  the  master-general  and  board  beg 
to  submit,  that  they  should  be  consigned  to  the  commissariat  officer,  and  paid  for  under 
their  Lordships'  direction. 

In  adverting  to  the  communication  from  this  office,  dated  8th  February  last(M.G. — 35), 
I  am  to  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  move  their  Lordships  for  such  orders  as  they  may 
think  proper  to  give ;  and  I  oeg  to  observe,  that  if  a  barracK  is  to  be  built  at  Turk's  Island, 
it  is  desirable  the  master-general  and  board  should  be  informed  what  establishmeilt  is 
intended  for  the  station,  and  what  funds  their  Lordships  contemplate  allotting  for  the  erec- 
tion and  maintenance  of  the  buildings. 

I  beg  to  return  the  enclosures  received  with  your  communication. 

I  have,  &c. 

F.  T.  Baring,  Esq.,  m.p.,  &c.  &c.  &c.  (signed)        B.  Byham. 

Treasury. 


Sir,  Treasury  Chambers,  26  March  1839. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  further  on  the  subject  of  the  iron  tanks 
which  it  was  con3:dered  expedient  to  provide  for  the  use  of  the  troops  at  Turk's  Island, 
Bahamas,  I  have  it  in  command  from  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury, 
to  request  you  will  observe  to  the  master-general  and  Board  of  Ordnance,  that  My  Lords 
apprehend  that  the  tanks  referred  to  in  the  proposition  which  has  been  submitted  by  the 
Lieutenant-governor  and  commanding  officer  at  the  Bahamas  to  the  Secretary  at  War, 
mast  be  connected  with  such  barracks  or  accommodation  as  it  may  be  found  necessary 
to  prepare  for  the  military  force  at  Turk's  Island,  and  it  therefore  appears  to  them,  that 
it  will  be  necessary  that  any  decision  on  the  subject  should  await  the  result  of  the  steps 
they  are  already  apprized,  by  your  letter  of  the  8th  ultimo,  that  the  master-general  and 
board  have  taken  for  obtaining  further  information  relative  to  that  barrack,  but  that  it 
is  for  the  master-general  and  Board  to  determine  how  far  any  further  specific  reference 
to  the  commanding  royal  engineer  on  the  station  may  be  requisite. 

Adverting  to  the  further  suggestions  in  your  letter  which  nave  reference  to  an  immediate 
supply  of  two  or  three  iron  tanks,  I  am  to  request  you  will  move  the  master  general  and 
board  to  favour  My  Lords  with  their  opinion  as  to  the  practicability  and  expediency  of 
making  any  temporary  arrangement  for  fixing  and  obtaining  the  use  of  these  tanks,  and 
as  to  ^e  expense  it  might  probably  be  necessary  to  incur  for  this  purpose. 

I  am,  &c. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Ordnance.  (signed)         G.  J.  Pennington,  Pro.  See. 


'     154.  F  4  ^i^ 
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Sir,  Office  of  Ordnance,  1»  April  1839.  (C.  O.— 81.) 

Ik  adverting  to  your  letter  of  26th  nkimo,  respectinj;  the  bairack  accommodsitioo  al 
Tark^s  Island,  BahamaB,  in  which  the  Lords  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  desire  information 
how  fer  any  further  reference  to  the  commanding  royal  engmeer  at  the  Bahamas  may  be 
requisite,  and  requesting  also  a  report  as  to  the  expediency  and  practicability  of  an  imme^ 
diate  supply  of  two  or  mree  iron  tanks  being  forwarded  for  the  troops  at.  Turk's  Island  : 

I  have  the  honour,  by  command  of  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  to  submit,  that  it  appears  to 
them  the  instructions  which*  have  been  already  sent  to  the  commanding  engineer  at  the 
Bahamas,  and  of  which  their  Lordships  were  informed  on  8th  February  (\f.  G. — 35),  will  be 
sufficient  at  present;  and  I  beg  to  observe,  that  when  the  plans  and  estimate  for  the 
increased  barrack  accommodation  at  the  Bahamas  are  received  from  that  officer,  they  shall 
be  duly  forwarded  for  their  Lordships'  decision. 

In  regard  to  the  immediate  supply  of  two  or  three  iron  tanks,  I  have  the  honour  to  state, 
that  the  expediency  of  this  measure  will  depend  upon  the  reasons  suggested  in  the  enclo- 
sures of  your  letter  of  11th  February,  and  which  were  returned  to  you  from  this  office  on 
8th  March ;  and  I  beg  to  add,  that  the  expense  of  each  tank  (to  contain  6,000  gallons)  virill 
be  about  70  /.  i  it  will  weigh  about  six  tons ;  but  the  charge  t&r  fre^ht  not  bang  paid  by  the 
Ordnance  can  only  be  ascertained  at  the  Admiralty. 

I  have,  Ice. 

A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.,  &c.  Sec.  Sec.  (signed)        JR.  Byham. 

Treasury. 


Sir,  Treasury  Chambers,  18  May  1839. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  19th  ultimo,  respecting  barrack  accommodation  at 
Turk's  Island  and  the  supply  of  iron  tanks,  1  have  it  in  command  from  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  to  request  you  will  state  to  the  master-general  and 
Board  of  Ordnance  that  My  Lords  defer  any  directions  respecting  the  transmission  of  iron 
water-tanks  for  the  use  of  the  troops  at  Tuii's  Island,  until  they  shall  have  before  them 
the  further  plans  and  estimates  relating  to  barracks  at  the  Bahamas,  adverted  to  in  your 
letter,  unless  the  master-general  and  board  are  of  opinion  that  an  arrangement  can  be 
conveniently  made  for  constructing  and  filling  the  tanks,  independently  of  the  decision 
that  may  be  adopted  in  regard  to  any  new  barrack  buildings  at  the  island  in  question. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Ordnance.  (signed)        6.  J.  Ptunrngtm^  Pro.  Sec. 


Sir,  Treasury  Chambers,  25  March  1839. 

No.  17.  '  HAVE  it  in  command  from  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  to 

transmit,  for  the  further  information  of  the  Marquis  of  Normanby,  with  reference  to  your 
letter  of  the  30th  January  last,  on  the  subject  of  the  tanks  to  be  provided  for  the  use  of 
the  troops  at  Turk's  Island,  Bahamas,  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Ordnance  of  the  8th  instant,  respecting  the  supply  of  the  tanks  in  question,  and  copy  of 
the  letter  My  Lords  have  directed  to  be  addressed  to  the  Board  of  Ordnance  in  reply 
thereto. 

I  have,  &c. 
James  Stephen,  Esq.  (signed)        G.  J.  Pennington. 

Sec.  &c.  &c. 


No.  18.  Sir,  Downing-^treet,  31  March  1839. 

With,  reference  to  Viscount  Howick's  letter  of  the  26th  January  la&t>  I  am  directed  by 
gi0^\>^^  .    tile  Marquis  of  Normanby  to  transmit  for  his  Lordship's  information  a  copy  ef  a  corre-* 
^^*\tx^'^3>'^  spondence  with  the  Board  of  Treasury,  relative  to  a  supply  of  iron  tanks  for  the  use  of  the 
^52--'^^       troops  at  Turk's  Tsland,  Bahamas. 

tt^^S>-  Ihave,&c. 

^jS^i--"'"'^         L.  Sulivan,  Esq.  (signed)        Jos.  Stephen. 


jfQ^  29.  ^^9  War-office,  l7  May  1839. 

I  AM  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  31st  March  last,  relative 
to  the  supply  of  iron  tanks  for  the  use  or  the  troops  at  Turk's  Island,  Bahamas,  and  to 
request  that  you  will  submit  to  the  Marquis  of  Normanby  the  hope  of  the  Secretary  at  War 
that  a  subject  of  so  much  importance  to  the  health  of  the  troops  may  not  be  lost  sight  of 
byhisLoidship.  Ihave,&c. 

James  Stephen,  Esq.  (si^ed)        L.  Sulivan. 

^c.  &c.  &c. 


Sir, 
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.  Ok,  Downing-streety  31  March  1859. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  21ftl  inBtsnty  I  am  directed  by  the  Marquis  of 
Normaaby  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  iufonnatioii  of  tfie  Lords  CammisuJoneni  of  the  Treasury^ 
a  copy  of  a  despatch  which  his  Lord^ip  has  addressed  to  the  Lieutenant-govemor  of 
Bahamas,  calling  for  his  report  on  the  subject  of  the.  provision  made  for  the  erectkm  ov 
repair  of  bacracks  at  Turk's  Island* 

I  have,  tec. 

Q.  J.  Pranington,  Esq.  (signed)        Jas,  Stephen. 


Sir,  DowningHitreety  25  March  1839; 

I  TRANSMIT  herewith  copies  of  a  correspondence  which  has  taken  place  between  the  No.  21. 

Ordnance  Department,  this  Office,  and  the  Board  of  Treasury,  on  the  subject  of  the  want 
of  barracks  at  Turk's  Island*. 

You  will  perceive  that  a  question  is  raised  respecting  contributions  supposed  to  have  been 
made  heretofore,  and  to  be  therefore  claimable  now  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  island; 
I  request  that  you  will  report  whether,  and  at  what  period,  aud  to  what  extent,  and  under 
what  circumstances,  the  inhabitants  of  Turk's  Island,  or  any  other  local  body,  has  made 
provision  for  the  erection  or  repair  of  barracks ;  and  in  makmg  this  report  you  will  have 
reference  to  the  standing  regulations  respecting  barracks  of  1825,  at  p.  102,  etseg.  of  the 
book  of  colonial  regulations,  and  especially  to  those  at  p.  Ill,  under  S.  C.  D.,  and  you  will 
state  whether  it  appears  to  you  that  any  contribution  is  claimable  under  these  regulations 
from  any  colonial  revenues. 

I  have.  Sec. 
,   Colonel  Ciockbum,  &c.  &c.  &c.  (signed)        Narmanby. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  29  May  1839. 

Hayinq  laid  before  the  Marquis  of  Normanby  your  letter  of  the  17th  inst.,  1  am  directed, 
in  reply,  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  a  copy  of  a  com* 
mumcation  which  has  been  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  subject  of  a 
supply  of  iron  tanks  for  the  use  of  the  troops  at  Turk's  Island,  Bahamas. 

I  have,  &c. 
L.  Sulivan,  Esq.  (signed)        Jas.  Stephen. 

tec  Sec.  kc. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  29  May  1839.  ''<^  *•• 

Wrru  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  26th  March  last,  I  am  directed  by  the  Marquis  of 
Normanby  to  request  that  you  will  acquaint  liie  Lords  Commissioners  ef  the  Treasurjr,  that 
his  Lordship  trusts  that  no  unnecessary  delay  will  occur  in  arriving  at  a  final  decision  in 
tegard  to  the  proposed  supply  of  iron  tanks  for  the  use  of  the  troops  at  Turk's  Island, 
Bahamas,  and  that,  pending  the  settlement  of  that  questicHi,  some  temporary  atrangement, 
as  suggested  in  the  correspondence  between  the  Ordnance  and  the  Board  of  Treasury,  may 
he  a^pled  for  pnoviding  the  military  at  that  station  with  a  wholesome  supply  of  watfer. 

I  have,  &c. 
6.  J.  Pennington,  Esq.  (signed)        Jas.  Stephen, 

tic.  kc.  kc. 


Ofice  of  Ordnance, 
Sir,  7JmieliB39.    (M.  &.-^2«9.) 

HiLTiv0  laid  i^ore  the  master-general  and  BoardF  of  Ordnanee  your  letter  of  die  18th 
'ullitto,  respecting  ike  bairaek  accommbdatioit  at  IVirk's  Island,  and  the  transmission  of 
iron  tanks  for  the  troops  at  that  place,  1  am  intructed  to  advert  to  you¥  oeteQiunieatbn  c^ 
S8th  January  last,  witn  regard  to  tfie  gener«^l  question  of  the  %arracK  aecommodation  at  the 
Bahamas ;  and  in  drawing  your  attention  further  to  a  letter  fiom  this  office,  dated  8th  March 
(M.  O. — 96),  I  have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury, 
that  the  master-general  and  board  still  possess  no  information  respecting  Turk's  Island, 
which  they  believeiias  not  been  placed  under  the  Ordntoce.  The  necessity  of  increasing 
the  barrack  accommodation  at  the  Bahamas  has  been  the  subject  of  much  correspondence, 
but  such  accommodation  has  always  been  contemplated  for  Nassau,  and  pa  reference 
made  to  Turk's  Island ;  and  I  am  to  observe,  that,  if  protection  would  be  equally  W!6ll 
afforded,  the  master-general  and  board  consider  it  would  oe  better  to  concentrate  the  gar- 
rison at  the  former  place. 

In  regard  to  the  tanks,  I  beg  to  state,  they  we<ie  required  by  the  Lieutenant-governor,  ijx  a 
lettar  to  the  Secretaiy  at  War,  dated  11th  August  183^.-  The  master-f^eneral  and  board 
presumed  he  had  satisfied  himself  that  they  could  be  convenientljr  constructed  and  filled, 
out  they  know  nothing  of  the  locality,  nor  has  it  come  under  the  mspection  of  the  officer 
of  engineers  at  Nassau.  j  ^^^^^  ^^ 

A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.,  kc.  kc.  kc.  (signed)        R.  Byham. 

Treasury. 
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Sir,  Treasury  Chambers,  8  July  1839. 

No.  26.  Having  laid  before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty *s  Treasury  your  letter, 

dated  the  7th  ultimo,  respecting  the  barrack  accommodation  at  Turk's  Island  and  the  trans- 
mission of  iron  tanks  for  the  troops  at  that  place,  I  am  commanded  by  their  Lordships  to 
refer  you  to  the  previous  communication  relating  to- this  subject,  and  to  request  that  you 
will  move  the  master-general  and  Board  of  Ordnance  to  call  for  the  report  of  their  officers 
at  the  Bahamas  as  to  the  expediency  of  constructing  the  iron  water-tanks  at  Turk'«  Inland 
suggested  by  the  Lieutenant-governor,  and  as  to  the  site  it  would  be  desirable  to  seleqt  for 

**'^"^-  I  have,  &c. 

Secretary  of  the  Ordnance.  (signed)        G.  J.  Pennington,  Pro.  Sec 


No,  26.  Sir,  War  Office,  9  August  1839. 

A  COPT  of  Mr.  Stephen's  letter  of  the  29th  May  last  having  been  communicated  to  tfiis 
office,  I  am  directed  to  request  that  you  will  acquaint  me,  for  the  information  of  the  Secre- 
tary at  War,  with  the  measures  which  have  been  adopted  for  securing  a  supply  of  iron  tanks 
for  the  use  of  the  troops  at  Turk's  Island,  Bahamas,  or  what  other  steps  nave  been  taken 
for  ensuring  a  supply  of  wholesome  water.  j  i  - 

A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.  (signed)        L.  Stdivcm. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


My  Lord,  Treasury  Chambers,  30  Aus:ust  1830. 

No.  27.  I  HAVE  it  in  command,  from  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury,  to 

transmit  for  your  Lordship's  information,  with  reference  to  the  inquiry  made  in  Mr.  Sulivan's 
letter  of  9th  instant,  for  information  as  to  the  measures  adopted  for  securing  a  supply  of 
iron  tanks  for  the  use  of  the  troops  at  Turk's  Island,  copies  of  letters  addressed  to  .this 
board  by  the  secretary  of  the  Ordnance  on  8th  March,  19th  April  and  7th  Jime  last,  and 
likewise  copies  of  those  addressed  to  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  in  reply,  on  26th  March,  IBth 
May  and  8th  July  last.  I  ^^^  g^^ 

The  Secretary  at  War,  (signed)        G.  J.  Penmngion. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Sir,  War  Office,  7  January  1840. 

No.  28,  With  reference  to  the  correspondence  which  has  taken  place  regarding  the  badness  of  the 

water  at  Turk's  Island,  and  its  prejudicial  influence  upon  the  health  of  the  troops  serving 
there,  I  have  the  honour  to  request  that  you  will  acquaint  me  whether  any  and  what  mea- 
sures have  been  adopted  for  securing  a  supply  of  iron  tanks  for  the  use  of  the  troops  in 
Turk's  Island,  since  tne  letter  addressed  by  tne  airection  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  ot  Her 
>3o.  ^l!---''^  Majesty's  Treasury  to  my  predecessor  on  the  BOth  August  last. 
^  ^^  I  have,  &c.' 

Robert  Grordon,  Esq.,  m.p.,  Treasury.  (signed)        T.  B.  Macaulay. 


Sir,  Treasury  Chambers,  20  January  1840. 

With  reference  to  the  letter  of  this  board  to  you  of  the  8th  of  July  last,  on  the  subject 
of  the  supply  of  iron  water-tanks  for  the  use  of  the  troops  stationed  at  Turk's  Island, 
Bahamas,  I  am  commanded  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  to 
request  you  will  state  to  the  master-general  and  Board  of  Ordnance,  that  My  Lords  have 
received  a  further  application  on  this  subject  from  the  Secretary  at  War,  and  that  youlvill 
move  them  to  inform  My  Lprd|^  whether  the  report  of  their  officers  at  the  Bahamas  respect- 
ing the  construction  of  tnose  tanks,  which  it  was  suggested  in  the  above-mentioned  letter^ 
should  be  called  for,  has  been  received,  and  whether  the  master-general  and  board  have 
any  further  opinion  or  recommendation  to  offer  on  this  subject. 

I  am,  &c. 
The  Secretary  to  the  Ordnance.  •  (signed)        G.  J.  Pennington,  Pro  Sec. 


No.  30.  Sir,  War  Office,  6  February  1840. 

With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  7th  January  last,  I  have  the  honour  to  request  that 
I  may  be  informed  whether  any  and  what  measures  have  been  adopted  for  securing  a 
supply  of  iron  tanks  for  the  use  of  the  troops  at  Turk's  Island,  since  the  letter  addressed 
by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  to  my  predecessor  on  the  dOth  August  last. 

1  have,  &c. 
Robert  Gordon,  Esq.,  m.  p..  Treasury.  (signed)        T.  B.  Macatday. 


Sir, 
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Sir,  Treasury  Chambers,  14  February  1840. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  6th  instant,  requesting  to  be  informed  whether  any  and  what 
measures  nave  been  adopted  for  securing  a  supply  of  tanks  for  the  use  of  the  troops  in 
Turk's  Island,  I  have  it  in  command,  fi*om  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's 
Treasury,  to  acquaint  you,  that  My  Lords  have  found  it  Accessary  to  call  for  information  on 
this  subject  from  the  Ordnance  department,  and  that,  upon  receiving  a  reply  to  their  inquiries, 
they  will  convey  to  you  the  information  which  you  require. 

I  am,  &c. 

The  Secretary  at  War.  (signed)        C  E.  Trevelt/an. 


Office  of  Ordnance, 
Sir,  7  February  1840.     (I.  G.  F.— 69.)  jj^^  3^ 

Having  laid  before  the  Board  of  Ordnance  your  letter  dated  20th  ultimo,  requesting  to 
be  apprized,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury, 
whether  the  report  of  the  Ordnance  officers  at  the  Bahamas,  respecting  the  supply  of  iron 
water-tanks  for  the  use  of  the  troops  at  Turk's  Island  has  been  received  : 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  information  required  by  the  order  of  this 
board,  dated  10th  July,  has  not  been  received  from  the  commanding  royal  engineer  at  the 
Balmmas^  but  the  order  for  it  has  been  repeated. 

I  have,  &c. 
C.  E.  Trevelyan,  Esq.,  &c.  &c.  tc.  (signed)        Jt.  Byham. 

Treasury. 


Sir,  Office  of  Ordnance,  12  February  1840.    (I.  G.  F.— ) 

In  further  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  20th  ultimo,  and  in  addition  to  a  communication  No.  33. 

from  this  office,  dated  7th  instant  (I.  G.  F. — 69),  respecting  tlie  provision  of  iron  tanks  for 
Turk's  Island : 

I  have  the  honour,  by  command  of  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  to  forward  herewith  a -copy 
of  a  report  thereon  from  the  commanding  royal  engineer  at  the  Bahamas,  with  an  enclo- 
sure, to  be  laid  before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury. 

I  have,  &c. 

C.  E.  Trevelyan,  Esq.,  &c.  &c.  &c.  (signed)        R.  Byham. 

Treasury. 

Sir,  Royal  Engineer  Office,  Nassau,  16  December  1839. 

In  compliance  with  the  board's  order  of  the  10th  July  1839  (T.  —169),  and  yourinstruc-  No.  34. 

tions  calling  for  the  information  required  by  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  in  their  communica- 
tion to  the  secretary  to  the  board  of  8th  July,  ''as  to  the  expediency  of  constructing  iron 
water-tanks  at  Turk's  Island,  and  the  site  it  would  be  desirable  to  select  for  them,"  I  have 
the  honour  to  state,  that,  not  considering  myself  authorized  without  an  order  to  that  effect 
to  incur  the  expense  of  visiting  the  island,  I  addressed  queries  on  the  subject  of  the  supply 
and  quaUty  of  the  water  used  by  the  troops  to  Dr.  Eve,  in  medical  charge  of  the  detach- 
ment, copy  of  which,  with  his  answers  annexed,  I  beg  to  enclose. 

By  these  and  the  information  1  have  been  enabled  to  obtain  from  other  somces,  it 
appears  that  the  water -used  by  the  troops  since  the  supply  of  drip-stones  to  them  is  as 
good  as  can  be  obtained  on  the  island,  there  being  no  spring  water ;  and  although,  in 
Dr.  Eve's  opinion,  the  water  after  all  precautions  is  "  sometimes  the  cause  of  sickness," 
yet,  as  he  attributes  this  to  its  liein^  "  rain  water,"  its  bemg  collected  in  iron  tanks,  instead 
of  the  present  ones  excavated  in  the  rock  and  cemented,  would  not,  it  is  conceived,  remedy 
the  evil  which  at  certain  seasons  is  experienced  by  the  inhabitants  as  well  as  strangers. 

The  necessity  therefore  of  iron  tanks,  as  regards  the  health  of  the  men,  not  being 
apparent,  it  cannot  be  recommended  that  the  expense  of  sending  them  from  England,  witn 
the  attendant  costs  of  fixing  and  providing  the  means  of  filling  them,  should  be  incurred, 
more  especially  as  tliere  is  no  Government  building  from  the  roof  of  which  the  necessary 
supply  of  water  can  be  obtained  (ground  drains  being  very  objectionable) ;  and  if  placed 
on  the  hired  premises  in  which  the  detachment  is  at  present  accommodated,  they  would 
have  to  be  removed  in  the  event  of  its  resumption  by  the  owner,  or,  if  the  erection  of  a 
permanent  barrack  should  hereafter  be  determined  on,  when  the  construction  of  tanks  for 
the  requisite  quantity  of  water  would  of  course  be  included. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        T.  Budgen^  CJaptain  Royal  Engineers, 
The  Inspector-general  of  Fortifications. 

154.  G  2  Queries 
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No.  35. 


(B.) 

Queries  proposed  to  Dr.  JShfe,  in  medical  charge  of  the  detachment  of  the  2d  West  India 
Regiment  quartered  at  Turk's  Jslandj  on  the  subject  <A  the  water  .used  by  thenu 


Questions. 

It  is  understood  there  are  tanks  excavated 
in  the  rock,  and  lined  with  cement^  from 
which  the  troops  obtain  their  water;  lare 
these  tanks  supplied  from  the  rooft  of  build- 
ings or  by  ground  drains  ? 

Are  tliey  kept  clean  and  in  good  order, 
and  what  is  the  quality  of  the  water  x>btained 
from  them  ? 

Drip-stones  have  been  lately  supplied  for 
the  use  of  the  troops ;  are  they  constantly 
used,  and  is  the  water  much  improved  by 
being  passed  through  them  ? 

Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  water  obtained 
from.these  tasks,  after  having  been  passed 
through  the  drip-stones,  is  the  cause  of  sick- 
ness to  the  men  ? 


Answers. 
From  the  roofs  of  buildings. 


They  are  kept  clean  and  in  good  order, 
and  the  quality  of  the  water  is  generally  con- 
sidered good. 

Drip-stones  are  constantly  used,  and  flie 
water  is  much  improved  by  being 


Nassau,  15  December  1839. 


through  them, 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  water  obtained 
from  these  tanks,  after  having  been  passed 
through  drip-stones,  is  sometimes  the  cause  of 
sickness  to  the  men  ;  I  take  leave  to  observe, 
that  almost  all  strangers  on  their  arrival  at 
Turk's  Island  suffer  by  the  change  from 
"spring*'  to  "rain**  water;  and  that  after 
heavy  rains,  the  inhabitants  are  more  or  less 
affected  by  the  water,  bowel  complaints 
being  induced  thereby. 

(signed)        Francis  A.  Eve,  m.d. 


No.  36. 


Sir, 


Treasury  Chambers,  27  February  1840. 


I  AM  commanded  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  to  transmit  to 
you,  for  your  information,  with  fturther  reference  to  your  letters  of  the  7th  ultimo  and  5th 
mstant,  and  to  the  communication  addressed  to  you  by  My  Lords'  direction  on  the  30th 
Ausust  last,  copies  of  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  Ordnance,  dated  the  12th  mstant, 
enclosing  the  copy  of  a  import  from  the  commanding  royal  engineer  at  the  Bahamas,  with 
its  enclosures,  on  the  subject  of  providing  iron  tanks  for  Turk^  Island. 


The  Secretary  at  War, 
&c.  &c.  Sec. 


Iliave,  dec. 
(signed)        C.  JE.  Treoelya 


COBRESPONDBKCE 
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RATIONS  TO  THE  TROOPS  IN  JAMAICA,  kc.  6S 


Correspondence  relating  to  the  Issue  of  Fresh  Meat  Rations  to  the 
Troops  in  Jamaica,  the  West  Indies,  and  Bermuda. 


Sir,  War  Office,  80  January  1886. 

Ik  transmitting,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  the  No.  1. 

enclosed  communication  from  the  general  commanding  in  chief,  with  its  accompanying 
papers  from  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  who  commands  the  forces  in  the  Leeward  Islands,  represent- 
mg  the  insufficiency  of  the  present  salt-pork  ration,  and  submitting  some  regulations  with 
ft  view  to  the  improvement  of  the  messing  of  the  troops  in  that  command,  I  have  the  honour 
to  request  to  be  favoured  with  their  Lordships'  sentiments  thaeon. 

With  reference,  however,  to  the  King's  warrant  regulating  the  issues  of  provisicms  to  the 
troops  on  foreign  service,  dated  the  22d  July  1830,  I  would  take  the  liberty  of  suggei^ing 
whether  it  may  not  be  expedient  either  to  grve  the  soldier  the  full  ration  of  meat  therein 
specified,  or  else  an  equivalent  in  lieu  thereof.  It  may  at  the  same  time  be  worth  consider- 
ing, whether  the  issue  of  salt  meat  has  not  in  itself  a  tendency  to  promote  the  drinking  of 
spirits,  of  which  Sir  Lionel  Smith  complains ;  and  also,  whether  arrangements  could  not  be 
made,  without  too  great  a  sacrifice  of  public  economy,  for  substituting  a  larger  proportion 
of  fresh  meat. 

I  have,  &c. 

A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.,  Ice.  ke.  kc.  (signed)        Howick. 

Treasury. 


My  Lord,  Head-quarters,  Barbados,  5  October  18M. 

Ih  forwarding  to  you  the  copy  of  a  general  order,  which,  with  a  view  of  improving  and 
establislung  the  messing  of  the  troops  in  this  command  upon  some  strict  and  uniform 
system,  I  have  deemed  it  advisable  to  promulgate,  I  would  request  that,  in  submitting  it 
to  the  general  commanding  in  chief,  you  woidd  draw  his  Lordship's  attention  to  the  very 
small  portion  of  meat  in  a  salt-pork  ration  after  cooking,  its  extreme  weight  in  ^tbat  state 
being  four  ounces  only, — assuredly  a  most  insufficient  quantity  of  animal  mod  for  a  soldier's 
dinner  in  an  exhausting  climate  like  thi^. 

Government  being  a  gainer  to  a  considerable  amount  by  the  payment  of  money  in  lieu 
of  the  ration  of  rum  formerly  issued  to  the  soldier,  and  by  the  great  fall  in  the  price  of 
freA  beef  for  the  current  years  (as  may  be  seen  in  the  accompanying  statement),  mduces 
me  strongly  to  submit,  for  the  consideratioii  of  Lord  Hill,  the  expediency  of  m^ng  upon 
Ae  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  a  proposal  for  an  increase  of  the  pork  ration  from 
9^  ounces  to  1  lb.,  or  even  14  ounces. 

Under  the  system  which  I  have  now  established,  the  messes  will,  I  hope^  be  consider- 
ably improved.  The  craving  which  a  scanty  dinner  creates  in  the  stomacn  induces,  I  am 
convinced,  to  the  immediate  use  of  ardent  spirits,  and  but  a  few  soldiers,  unless  compelled, 
would  be  inclined  to  purchase  extra  provisions  with  their  daily  pay  to  eke  out  their  ration 
dinner,  many  possibly  preferring  a  less  ample  one,  provided  tney  be  enabled  tiiereby  to 
indulge  and  exceed  in  tne  raw  spirits  of  the  country. 

Annexed  your  Lordship  will  find  a  scale  of  the  aaily  issues  by  Government  to  the  troops 
in  this  country,  together  with  other  statements  referred  V>  therem. 

I  have,  kc. 
Major-general  Lord  Fitzroy  Somerset.  (signed)        Idmiel  Smith,  m.Q. 


GSKBKAL   OrDBR. 

Head  Quarters,  Barbados,  22  September  1835. 

Tax  major-general  commanding  the  forces,  having  during  his  late  half-yearly  inspections 
very  graerally  remarked  upon  the  scantiness  of  the  soldiers'  messes,  deems  it  essential  to 
issue  such  orders  as  may  ensure  the  adoption  of  a  more  liberal,  and,  at  the  same  time,  moiia 
uniform  system  throughout  the  command. 

The  sums  expended  in  the  several  regiments  for  the  purchase  of  extra  vegetables  and 
other  provisions  vary  very  considerably ;  and  thus,  in  one  corps  a  larger  sum  is  placed  at 
the  actual  disposal  of  the  soldier  and  a  less  ample  mess  necessariW  supplied,  while  in 
another  the  full  amount  of  stoppage  authorized  in  the  royal  warrant  of  the  17th  May  1831 
u  enforced,  and  excellent  meais,  both  as  to  quality  and  quantity,  thereby  furnished. 
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The  pork  ration,  it  appears,  weighs  not  (when  boiled)  more  than  four  ounces,  the  salt 
and  fresh  beef  also  losing  one-half  of  their  original  weight  when  cooked  and  ihe  bone 
extracted.  To  meet,  therefore,  such  insufficient  portion,  the  best  and  most  wholesome 
Tegetables,  or  other  provisions,  such  as  flour  or  country  com,  should  be  purchased. 

In  several  regiments  the  mess  general  has  observed  that  but  little  attention  has  been  paid 
to  this  point ;  that  the  peas  have  neither  been  properly  bruised,  boiled  nor  mixed,  and  the 
soup,  consequently,  neither  palatable  nor  nutritious. 

At  other  stations,  in  which  vegetables  are  abundant,  and  the  commanding-officer  enabled, 
consequently,  to  supply  his  men  (at  a  low  rate)  with  a  sufficient  quantity  for  their  dinner, 
he  may  also* provide  some  addition  for  their  breakfast,  or  coffee,  &c.,  for  an  evening  meal; 
but  the  nature  of  provisions,  their  cost  and  quantity,  vary  so  much,  according  to  locality, 
that  no  special  order  on  this  head  can  be  given,  and  the  details  of  the  system  must  be  left 
io  the  discretion  of  commanding  officers. 

The  following,  however,  will  be  taken  as  the  standard  rules  for  their  guidance,  and  the 
major-general  trusts  that  the  reports  which  he  may  receive  from  the  officers  commanding 
stations  (who  will  be  so  good  as  occasionally  to  inspect  the  messes,  and  communidite 
thereon  every  quarter,  addressed  to  the  deputy  adjutant-general)  may  be  such  as  to  satisfy 
him  that  due  care  and  attention  has  been  paid  to  his  instructions  by  officers  commanding 
companies  as  well  as  by  their  superiors. 

1.  The  entire  sum  of  4  «.  11}  rf.  per  week,  as  given  in  the  royal  warrant,  dated  17th  May 
1831,  will  be  the  stoppage  from  each  soldier's  pay  for  his  rations  for  the  purchase  of  extra 
provisions  and  for  washing ;  this  sum,  which,  after  the  stoppage  of  6  d.  for  the  rations,  will 
amount  to  Is.  5J  d.  per  week  (the  cost  of  washing  being  therefrom  deducted),  will  be 
expended  (subject  to  local  circumstances)  in  the  purchase  either  of  extm  vegetables  and 
other  provisions  for  the  soldier's  dinner,  or  a  portion  thereof  in  procuring  an  adaition  to  the 
breakrast,  or  the  furnishing  an  evening  meal. 

2.  The  cooks  will  be  changed  at  the  least  once  in  every  fortnight  (oftener,  however,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  commanding  officer);  such  a  measure  is  on  many  accounts  desirable ; 
each  soldier  will  thus  learn  to  prepare  a  mess ;  there  will  be  less  possibility  of  tricks  or  impo- 
sitions, and  his  more  immediate  duties  will  be  neither  forgotten  nor  neglected. 

3.  The  cooks  will  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  for  the  fortnight ;  no  other  perquisite 
on  any  account  will  be  permitted ;  and  the  sums  arising  from  me  sale  of  grease  or  fat 
will  be  credited  to  and  expended  for  mess  purposes,  for  the  purchase  of  candles  and  other 
contingent  outlays  of  such  special  nature. 

It  is  expressly  to  be  understood  that  no  sums  are  to  be  charged  against  the  mess  for  other 
claims  than  above. 

4.  An  orderly  non-commissioned  officer  from  each  company  will,  together  with  the  cooks^ 
be  present,  and  receive  the  rations  from  the  quarter-master's  store. 

6.  A  non-commissioned  officer  also  will  invariably  attend  at  the  kitchen  during  the  prepa-* 
ration  of  the  messes ;  he  will  be  responsible  for  the  maintenance  of  regularity,  sobriety 
and  good  order,  and  that  there  should  be  no  fraud  or  purloining  of  rations. 

So  soon  as  the  mess  shall  have  been  cooked  and  delivered  to  the  companies,  he  will 
direct  the  thorough  cleansing  of  the  coppers. 

6.  No  extra  rations  are  on  any  account  to  be  sent  to  men  on  guard. 

The  major-general  would  suggest  that  table-cloths  at  the  messes  be  discontinued. 


The  spirit  of  the  above  order  will  equally  apply  to  the  royal  artillery,  subject  however 
to  the  different  rate  of  stoppage  prescribed  by  Ordnance  regulations ;  to  the  miUtary 
labourers  of  the  Ordnance  and  quarter- master-general's  department  it  does  not  apply. 

Whilst  adverting  to  the  subject  of  messing,  the  major-general  would  earnestly  request 
the  co-operation  of  commanding  officers  to  induce  the  purchase  by  thir  men  of  malt 
liquor  in  the  stead  of  ardent  spirits. 

Under  the  late  canteen  regulations,  good  and  sufficient  strong  beer  or  porter  may,  it  is 
expected,  be  procured  at  a  cost  within  the  compass  of  the  soldier's  means.  Those  means, 
it  IS  true,  are,  in  many  instances,  under  the  penalties  arising  from  the  general  and  too  fatal 
addiction  of  the  soldier  to  rum  and  other  pernicious  spirits,  much  limited  and  reduced ; 
but  as  the  daily  pay  will  yet  enable  the  sober  and  steady  soldier  to  procure  malt  liquor 
at  or  after  his  meals,  Sir  L.  Smith  anxiously  hopes  that  the  commanding  officers  will  further 
such  most  desirable  object  by  every  means  in  their  power. 

By  order. 

(signed)         E.  H.  Bridgeman,  Lt-col.,  d.  a.  g. 
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Statement  of  particulars  relating  to  the  Cost  of  subsisting  the  Troops  in  the  West  India 
Command^  called  for  by  the  Letter  of  the  Assistant  Military  Secretary  of  23d  September, 
and  transmitted  with  the  Letter  of  the  Deputy  Commissary-general  of  dOth  Sep- 
tember 1835. 

The  present  contract  price  of  the  ration  of  fresh  meat  is  as  follows  : 

d.  d. 

Barbados    -        -        -        -    7-20  sterling.     St.  Vincent         -        -        -    8'      sterling. 
Berbice      -        -        -        -    8'  „  St,  Lucia    -        -        -        -    s*  „ 

Demerara  .:        -        -        -    7*60       „  Dominica  -        -        -        -    8*25       „ 

Tobago       -        -        -        .     8*50       „  Antigua      -        -        -        -     8'20       „ 

Trinidad     -        -        -        -     7-  „  St.  Kitts     -        -        -        •     860       „ 

Grenada     -        -        -        -    8*  „  Tortola       -        -        -        -    860       „ 

making,  according  to  the  present  distribution  of  the  troops,  an  average  price  of  7*74  d.  for 
the  whole  command. 

The  total  annual  cost  of  the  two  rations  of  fresh  meat  per  week  for  600  men,  at  the  abote 
rate  of  7'74d.  per  pound,  is  20/.  12*.  4d.  sterling. 

The  total  annual  cost  of  the  fresh  meat  ration  lor  the  same  number  of  men  at  9*06  d.  per 
pound,  the  rate  of  the  contract  which  expired  on  the  24th  December  1833,  amounts  to 
23,556  I.  sterling. 

The  saving  to  the  public  of  the  difference  between  the  cost  of  the  ration  of  rum  in  the 
West  India  command  and  the  1  d.  per  day  liquor-money  for  the  whole  period  of  four  years 
and  eight  months  (from  1st  January  1831,  when  the  issue  in  kind  ceased,  to  the  31st  ultimo), 
amounts,  for  6,000  men,  to,  10,326  /. 

The  additional  cost  to  the  public  of  the  ration  of  salt  pork  if  raised  from  9  4  oz.  to  14  oz. 
for  the  same  number  of  men,  would,  at  the  invoice  price  of  the  last  consignments  from 
England,  be  5,894  /.  10  s.  6  d.  per  annum ;  and  if  raised  to  1  lb.,  would  be  8,321  /.  7  «.  1  d. 

Tlie  daily  issues  to  the  troops  for  each  day  of  the  week  for  the  rations  of  one  man  are  as 
follows : 

1  lb.  bread  or  |  lb.  biscuit,  1  lb,  fi^sh  beef,  1  f  oz.  sugar,  f  oz.  cocoa,  5  ozv  rice,  two 
days  per  week;  1  lb.  bread  or  |lb.  biscuit,  lib.  salt  beef,  Ifoz.  sugar,  ^  oz.  cocoa, 
i  {Hnt  peas,  two  days  per  week ;  1  lb.  bread  or  |  lb.  biscuit,  9  ^  oz.  salt  pork,  1  f  oz.  sugar, 
f  oz.  cocoa,  i  pint  peas,  three  days  per  week. 

(signed)        TT"*  Filder,  d.  c.  g. 

Commissariat,  West  Indies, 
Barbados,  30  September  1835. 

Sir,  Horse  Guards,  26  December  1835. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  general  commanding  in  chief  to  transmit  to  vou,  for  the  purpose  of 
being  submitted  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  the  accompanying  letter  from  Major-general  Sir 
Lionel  Smith,  commanding  in  the  l^eeward  Isles,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  general  order 
which  he  has  deemed  it  advisable  to  promulgate  with  a  view  to  the  r^ulation  and  improve- 
ment of  the  messing  of  the  troops  in  that  command,  and  representing  the  insufficiency  of 
the  piesent  salt-pork  ration,  which  he  recommends  should  be  mcreased. 

Lord  Hill  desires  me  to  observe,  that,  while  be  highly  approves  of  the  measures  which 
the  major -general  has  taken  to  improve  the  diet  of  the  troops,  he  cannot,  but  concur  in 
his  opinion,  that  the  quantity  of  meat  contained  in  the  ration  (which  it  ap'pears  weighs  only 
four  ounces  when  boiled)  is  by  no  means  sufficient  for  a  soldier  in  a  climate  such  as  that  in 
question ;  and,  under  all  the  circumstances  represented  by  Sir  L.  Smith,  he  does  not  hesitate 
to  recommend  his  proposal  in  the  strongest  manner  to  the  favourable  consideration  of  his 
Majesty's  Government. 

(signed)        Fitzroy  Somenet, 

The  Deputy  Secretary  at  War. 


My  Lords,  Audit  Office,  Somerset-place,  22  February  1836. 

In  pursuance  of  your.Lordship's  reference  of  the  2d  instant,  we  have  had  under  our  consi-  No.  2. 

deration  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  at  War  of  the  30th  ultimo,  enclosing  a  communication 
firom  the  general  commanding  in  chief,  with  papers  from  Sir  Lionel  Smith  under  date 
5th  October  1835,  on  the  subject  of  the  ration  issued  to  the  troops,  together  with  copy  of  a 
general  order  promulgated  with  a  view  of  establishing  an  improved  method  of  messing  the 
troops  in  the  Windward  and  Leeward  Island  command. 

Loi-d  Howick,  in  transmitting  these  pi^rs  to  your  Lordships,  refers  to  the  royal  warrant 
of  22d  July  1830,  regulating  the  issue  of  provisions  to  the  troops  on  foreign  service,  which 
gives  to  the  soldier  1  lb.  of  bread  and  1  lb.  of  meat  per  dajr,  and  suggests  whether  it 
may  not  be  expedient  either  to  give  the  soldier  the  full  ration  of  meat  therein  speci- 
fied, or  an  ec^uivalent  in  lieu  thereof;  and  also  whedier  the  issue  of  five  days'  salt 
meat  has  not  m  itself  a  tendency  to  promote  the  drinking  of  spirits ;  also  whether  arrange- 
ments could  not  be  made,  without  too  great  a  sacrifice  of  public  economy,  for  substituting  a 
lar^r  proportion  of  fresh  meat. 

Upon  the  first  point  noticed  in  his  Lordship's  letter  we  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  the  only 
reduction  made  in  the  ration  prescribed  in  the  royal  warrant  is  lib.  ^  oz*  of  salt  pork  per  week, 
the  valuo  of  which,  according  to  the  present  price,  may  be  taken  at  6|i?.,  and  tlie  troops 
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receive  in  lieu  thereof  a  yerj  fiberal  equmilent  in  peas,  rice,  cocoa  and  sugar,  the  cost  of 
which  to  the  public  exceeds  1  $. 

.  Upon  the  second  pomt,  proposing  an  increased  issue  of  Iresh  meati  we  ftirtber  beg  leaipe 
to  obsenrei  that,  on  referring  to  your  Lordships'  minute,  No.  840|  of  the  2dd  January  18d5» 
we  &id  the  Secretary  at  War .  is  therein  directed  to  be  informed  of  the  component  parts 
of  the  ration  as  issued  in  Jamaica,  and  also  in  the  Windward  and  Leeward  Island  com- 
mand (the  former  of  which  ^ves  to  the  soldier  four  days'  fresh  meat  per  week,  and  the 
latter  two  dajTS*),  and  hk  opinion  is  requested  as  to  the  expediency  of  assimilatine^  the 
ration  in  Jamaica  with  that  issued  in  the  Windward  and  Leeward  Islands ;  and  your  Lord- 
ships*  mmiite^  No.  16,676,  of  the  25th  August  16dd,  records  the  concurrence  of  the  Secre- 
tarfat  War  in  the  proposed  assimilation. 

We  presume,  however,  that  the  Secretary  at  War  may  have  subsequently  re-considered 
the  subject,  and  we  are  disposed  to  concur  to  a  certain  extent  with  his  present  opinion,  and 
lo  HAok  that  some  increase  in  the  issue  of  fresh  meat  would  be  very  desirabUi  both  with  a 
view  to  the  preservation  of  the  health  of  the  men,  and  for  the  reascm  stated  by  the  Secretary 
at  War,  if  it  can  be  effected  without  too  great  a  sacrifice  in  point  of  economy. 

Your  Lordships  are  awwre  that  at  every  other  station  where  the  price  of  fresh  meat  has  been 
Moced  (except  at  Gibraltar  and  Malta,  where  salt  OMat  mast  be  always  in  dep6t,  aud  be 
gradually  consumed  by  the  teoopa),  the  issue  of  that  article  haa  been  materially  increaseJ, 
and  in  many  instances  with  great  advantage  to  the  public.  But  the  case  is  widlely  different 
in  the  West  Indies,  where,  avoiding  even  to  the  present  reduced  prioe»  it  still  exceeds  that  of 
salt  meat  by  more  than  60  per  cent.  To  give  four  days'  fresh  meat  per  week,  in  the  Windward 
and  Leeward  Islands,  woula  therefore  occasion  an  increased  expense  of  7,1 69 i  a  year,  and  in 
time  of  war,  when  about  22,000  daily  rations  may  be  issued,  and  the  high  price  of  1^.  2d. 
sterling  per  lb.  demanded,  the  increased  expense  would  amoMit  to  66,0M/.pi9r  annum ;  and 
as,  bv  your  Lordships'  minute  of  the  25th  August  1835,  the  ration  to  the  troops  in  Jamaica 
is  to  be  put  on  the  same  footing,  it  would  increase  the  former  sum  to  nearly  10,000/.,  and 
the  latter  to  nearly  90,000  L  per  annum,  and  to  this  cause  may  be  attributed  tne  limited  issue 
of  fresh  meat  hitherto  made  in  the  Windward  and  Leeward  Island  command.  We  have  no 
doubt  that  if  the  issue  were  increased  to  three  days  per  week,  the  boon  would  be  ^te- 
fallyl  received  by  tiie  troops ;  the  cost  of  an  additional  issue  of  1  lb.  'Of  ftesh  in  lieu  of 
1  lb.  of  sak  meat  (includine  Jamaica)  would  not  exceed  5,060 /•  par  annum,,  and  in  the 
event  of  a  war  it  would  not  he  so  difficult  to  reclaim  the  extra  pounds  and  brii^  the  ration 
back  to  its  present  limits,  as  it  would  be  if  increased  to  4  lbs,  per  week,  as  at  present 
issued  in  Jamaica,  whereby  the  heavy  loss  occasioned  by  the  war  prices  mi^ht  be  avoided; 
but  as  this  is  a  question  which  mainly  concerns  the  health  of  the  troops,  it  appears  to  ua 
that  your  Lordships  will  think  it  desirable  that  the  opinion  of  the  Director-General  of  the 
medical  department  on  the  nuhjed  should  be  obtained  previously  to  your  Lordships  coining 
to  a^  decision  upon  the  proposed  increase. . 

Sir  Lionel  Smith  calls  your  Lordships'  attention  to  the  amount  of  the  salt-pork  ration 
which  is  issued  at  the  rate  of  9^  oz.  per  day  for  three  days  in  each  week,  and  which  he  states, 
after  being  cooked,  does  not  weigh  more  than  4  oz.,  and  suggests  the  propriety  of  the 
same  being  increased  to  14  oz.,  the  additional  expense  of  which  would  He  (as  shown  by 
Deputy  Ciommissary'^eneral  Filder)  5,894/.  10$.  6  d.;  but  as  the  ration  at  Jamaica  is  to  be 
nlacedon  the  same  rooting,  diat  expense  would  amount  to  8,841/.  lb$.9(L  Sir  Lionel 
smith  also  notices  tiie  saving  effected  by  the  public  in  the  reduction  of  price  in  fresh  meat 
fi'om  9*06 <f.  to  7 id.  per  lb.,  and  the  gain  to  the  public  by  the  issue  of  Id.  per  day  liquor^ 
money  in  lieu  of  rum.  We  do  not,  however,  consider  that  merely  because  a  saving  has 
been  effected  in  these  respects,  sufficient  grounds  are  afforded  for  increasing  the  ration,  more 
especially  as  the  present  ration  is  upon  the  whole  more  expensive  to  the  public  than  that 
gnmted  by  the  warrant,  as  we  have  already  pointed  out  in  the  early  part  of  this  report 

The  real  queation,  as  we  apprehend,  should  be,  Do  the  troops  require  it?  and  this  can 
only  be  answei^  by  comparing  the  ration  with  those  issued  at  other  stationsi^  and  without 
any  complaint  of  insufficiency. 

Tbe  troops  in  Jamaica  have  for  many  years  received  6|  lbs.  of  meat  per  wedc,  without  any 
addition  or  minor  articles  as  farinaceous  rood. 

On  homeaervice  the  troops  receive  only  5^  lbs.  of  meat  per  week,  with  3)  lbs.  of  bread  over 
and  above  the  7  lbs.  of  bread  allowed  to  them  at  our  foreign  stations. 

In  tha  Windward  and  Leeward  Islands,  the  rations  consist  of  6lbs.  llf  oik  of  maai^  and 
4  lbs.  of  farinaceous  food  per  week,  exclusive  of  the  regular  issue  of  7  lbs.  of  bread ;  we  do  not, 
therefore,  apprehend  that  your  Lordships  will  accede  to  tiiis  proposed  increase,  which,  in  our 
opinion,  cannot  be  required,  and  which)  if  granted^  might  lay  the  fioundation  for  claims  from 
other  Quarters. 

With  regard  to  the  supposed  loss  in  weight  on  cooking  salt  pork,  viz.  from  94  oi.  to  4  oz., 
asrnotioed'm  Sit  Uonel  Smith's  letter,  and  also  that  salt  beef  loses  one-half  of  its. original 
weight  when  dressed,  aa  stated  in  his  fltneral  order,  we  should  be  inclined  to  thioL  Ihal^  such 
loM  most  have  occurred  either  when  Ue  meat  waa  net  of  a  prime  quality,  or^ia  the  case  of 
aome  panacatar  sample,  and  that  saoh  decrease  of  ftvenuaths-cannot  be  by  any  maana  thit  fair 
sfwage  late  of  loss  on  coekingf  and  it  might  therefore  be  satasfiMtory  to  your  Lord- 
sliips  if  thitf  point  were  re£ened  to  the  Admualty  for  Ike  <^Nniim  of  the  comptsolle^  af 

?^*  We  have,  &c. 

(p^ecO        F^  L.  LarpenL 

The  Right  hon.  the  Lords  Commissioners  .  H.F.  LuttrelL 

of  His  Majesty *s  Treasury.  W.  L.  Berries. 
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AuditpoflSce,  Someraet-house^ 
My  Lords,  29  February  1836. 

Ik  our  report.  No,  12,  of  the  22d  instant,  respecting  the  proposed  alteration  in  the  rations  ^^  ^^ 

to  the  troops  in  the  West  India  stations,  and  on  the  suggestion  of  the  Secretarjr  at  War 
relative  to  increasing  the  issue  of  fresh  meat  in  that  command,  we  stated  that  the  increased 
expense  of  an  additionid  issue  of  1  lb.  of  fresh  meat  per  week  in  lieu  of  1  lb.  of  salt  beef, 
in  the  Windward  and  Leeward  Islands  and  Jamaica,  would  not  exceed  6,000/.  per  annum, 
which  statement  we  made  upon  the  assumption  that  the  cost  of  fresh  meat  was  nearly  the 
same  in  both  commands. 

We  find,  however,  by  a  letter  from  Deputy  Commissary-general  Kearney,  dated  Jamaica, 
1st  January  1836,  and  forwarded  to  us  in  Mr.  Spearman's  letter  of  the  26th  instant,  in  reply 
to'aTreasuiT  letter  of  the  24th  October  last,  relative  to  the  proposal  of  a  Mr.  Doran  to 
supply  the  West  India  commands  with  fresh  meat,  that  Mr.  Kearney  is  of  opinion  that  the 
contractor  for  the  supply  of  weekly  rations  to  the  troops  in  Jamaica  does  not  estimate  the 
cost  of  fresh  meat  in  that  command  at  more  than  5^^  per  lb. ;  and  were  it  not  for  the 
expense  of  conveying  it  to  the  out-posts,  he  feels  satisfied  that  it  would  not  be  estimated  at. 
morethan  bd.  or  5^a.  per  lb. 

Assuming  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Kearney  to  be  correct,  the  cost  to  the  public,  by  an  increased 
is^ue  of  fire^  meat  in  Jamaica  and  the  Windward  and  Leev^ard  Islands,  would  be  only 
between  3,000  2.  and  4,000 1.  per  annum,  instead  of  5,000/.  as  stated  in  our  former  refpfi ;  a 
circumstance  of  which  we  considered  it  desirable  that  your  Lordships  should  be  apprized. 

We  have,  &c. 
The  Right  hon.  the  Lords  Commissioners  (signed)        F.  L.  Larpent. 

erf  His  Majesty's  Treasury.  H.  F.  Luttrell. 

W,  L,  Herrtet, 


Sir,  DowningHstreet,  10  March  1836. 

I  AM  directed  by  Lord  Glenelg  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  despatch  firom  jj^^  4^ 

&e  Lieut.-govemor  of  British  Guiana,  relative  to  an  alteration  in  the  mode  of  contracting  for 
the  supply  of  firesh  beef  for  the  King's  troops,  which  he  had  suggested  to  the  deputy  com« 
missary-general,  and  I  am  to  request  that  you  will  lay  the  des])atch  before  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  his  Majesty's  Treasury,  acquainting  their  Lordships,  that  should  the  arrange- 
ment proposed  by  the  LieuL-govemor  not  be  at  variance  with  a  proper  regard  to  the  public 
revenue,  nor  liable  to  any  other  objection  on  the  part  of  their  Loraships,  Lord  Glenelg  would, 
for  the  reasons  stated  by  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth,  recommend  it  to  their  favourable  consideration,  as- 
odculated  to  prove  advantageous  to  the  colony  at  large. 

I  am,  &;c. 

A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.,  &c.  Sec.  &c.  (signed)        James  Stephen. 


(No.  98.) 

My  Lord,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  22  December  1835. 

Iseo  leave  respectfully  to  lay  before  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  my  Eocl.ia  No.  4. 
oiders  by  the  Government  secretary  to  the  deputy  commissary-general.  As  the  advantages 
I  contemplate  by  the  arrangement  I  therein  recommend  are  not  solely  confined  to  his 
Majesty's  troops  (whose  health  and  vigour  depend  so  much  upon  being  fed  upon  a  larger 
proportion  of  fresh  meat  than  of  salt,  whenever  it  can  be  procured),  but  as  it  would  enable  the 
white  and  coloured  mechanics,  and  also  even  the  apprenticed  .labourers,  to  provide  them- 
fidves  occasionally  with  fresh  beef,  which  at  present  for  want  of  a  regular  demand,  so  as  to 
make  it  worth  while  to  slaughter  cattle  in  the  country  districts,  is  ott  of  the  question,  I 
trast  that  your  Lordship  will  afford  the  weight  and  advantage  of  your  support  with  the  Lords 
of  the  Treasury  to  the  measure  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  suggest. 

I  have,&c. 
The  Lcnrd  Glenelg,  kc.  kc.  Sec.  (signed)       J.  Ccarmchad  Smfth. 


Government  Secretary's  Office,  Guiana,  Public  Buildings, 
Sir^  23  December  1835. 

I  HAvs  it  ib  command  from  his  Excellency  the  Lieut.-govemor  to  acquaint  you,  that 
tioellMit  fresh  beef  may  be  had  for  the  daily  supply  of  the  King's  troqps  occupying  the 
<liffsreat  posts  and  barracks  in  this  province,  at  a  price  not  exceeding  6C2.  per  lb.,  pro* 
Tided  only  that  the  eontmcts  be  subdivided  and  entered  into  so  as  to  suit  the  convenience  of 
peoons  in  die  immediate  neighbourhood  of  each  military  station,  and  not  giv^  to  one 
general  contractor,  as  in  the  case  at  present. 

Sir  James  Carmichael  Smyth  would  recommend,  that  there  should  be  five  contractors 
mpbyed  in  this  colony ;  viz.,  one  for  Eve  Leary,  York  and  Albany,  fort  William,  Frede- 
rick and  Kingston,  one  for  Capoey,  one  for  Mahaica,  and  one  for  Fort  Canjie  and  Fort 
Wellington.  Several  respectable  mhabitants  have  conferred  with  his  Excellency  upon  the 
•ttbject,  and  have  expressed  their  willingness  to  supply  tlie  posts  in  tlieir  immediate  neigh- 
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bourhoody  provided  only  a  sufficient  quantity  of  fresh  meat  should  be  required  so  as  to  make 
it  worth  their  while. 

If  a  daily  issue  of  fresh  meat  should  not  be  judged  advisable,  fresh  beef  for  five  days  in 
the  week  might  be  contracted  for.  Should  you  think  it  proper  to  adopt  his  Excellency's 
suggestion,  when  the  period  arrives  for  advertising  the  contracts,  it  would  be  advisable  to 
state  that  the  offers  are  not  to  exceed  6d.  per  lb. 

I  have,  &c. 

Commissary-general  Filder,  (signed)        H.  E.  F.  Young, 

Barbados.  Gov*  Secy. 

Sir,  Treasury  Chambers,  23'JuIy  1836. 

No.  5.  The  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury  having  had  before  them  your  letter 

of  10th  March  last  and  its  enclosures,  respecting  the  supply  of  fresh  meat  to  his  Majesty's 
troops  in  British  Guiana ;  I  am  commanded  to  acquaint  you»  for  the  information  of  Lord 
Glenelg,  that  My  Lords  have  been  in  expectation  of  receiving  from  Deputy-commissary 
General  Filder  some  communication  upon  the  subject  of  the  letter  addressed  to  him,  by 
desire  of  the  Lieutenant-governor  of  British  Guiana,  on  the  23d  of  December  last ;  but  as 
their  Lordships  have  not  yet  received  from  Mr.  Filder  any  letter  on  the  suggestion  therein 
contained,  they  have  now  called  upon  him  for  a  report  upon  that  suggestion,  and  will  ap- 
prize his  Lordship  of  the  result. 

I  am,  &c. 

J.  Stephen,  Esq.  (signed)        A.  Y.  Spearman. 


Sir,  Treasury  Chambers,  23  July  1836. 

I  AM  commanded  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury  to  enclose  here- 
with, for  your  consideration  and  report  thereon,  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  of  the  10th  March  last  and  its  enclosures,  relative  to  the  supply  of  fresh 
meat  for  his  Majesty's  troops  in  British  Guiana;  and  1  am  to  desire  that  you  will  transmit 
at  the  same  time  to  this  Board  copies  of  any  communications  which  may  have  passed 
between  you  and  the  Lieutenant-governor  of  British  Guiana  upon  this  subject. 

I  am,  &c. 
Deputy-commissary  General  Filder,  (signed)        A.  Y.  Spearman. 

Barbadoes. 


Sir,  War  Office,  20  June  1836. 

jJq^  m^  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Lords  Commissioners 

of  his  Majesty's  Treasury,  an  extract  from  the  very  able  and  detailed  report  on  the  mortality 
and  diseases  of  his  Majesty's  troops  serving  in  the  Windward  and  Leeward  Island  com- 
mand, and  in  Jamaica,  which  has  been  made  by  Deputy  Inspector-general  Henry  Marshall 
and  Lieutenant  TuUoch,  46th  foot,  after  a  very  carefiil  examination  of  the  several  returns,  in 
the  office  of  the  army  medical  department. 

A  perusal  of  this  report  has  confirmed  me  in  the  opinion  I  had  previously  formed,  that 
the  health  of  the  troops  in  the  West  Indies  was  seriously  affiscted  by  so  large  a  portion  of 
their  ordinary  diet  consisting  of  salt  provisions;  and  in  transmitting  the  accompanying  paper 
for  the  attentive  consideration  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury,  I  can- 
not but  express  my  decided  opinion  that  the  issue  of  salt  meat  should,  except  in  cases  of 
absolute  necessity,  be  entirely  discontinued  as  a  part  of  the  ordinary  ration  of  the  soldier  in 
tropical  climates. 

1  am  aware  that  the  substitution  of  fresh  for  the  very  large  proportion  of  salt  meat,  which 
is  now  issued  to  the  soldier,  may  be  considered  as  causing  a  considerable  increase  of 
expense  ;  but  that  consideration,  important  as  I  admit  it  to  be,  would  in  my  judgment,  if 
established,  yield  altogether  to  the  higher  and  more  important  consideration  of  the  health 
and  efficiency  of  the  soldier.  If  the  health  of  the  soldier  could  be  preserved  by  improved 
diet,  and  his  services  be  thereby  secured  for  a  longer  period,  many  expenses  of  recruiting, 
transport  of  reliefs,  &c.  &c.  &c.  would,  in  my  judgment,  more  than  counterbalance  any  appa- 
rent augmentation  of  the  expenses  of  such  improved  diet  Upon  this  point  of  expense,  it 
may  be  worthy  of  consideration  whether  a  part  or  the  whole  or  the  value  of  the  spirits  now 
issued  might  not  be  advantageously  given  in  the  shape  of  improved  diet,  and  the  soldier  be 
required  to  pay  for  such  improved  diet  the  full  stoppage  of  6d.  per  day  instead  of  5^.  a  day, 
without  receiving  any  spirits. 

I  cannot,  upon  a  deliberate  consideration  of  this  subject,  refrain  from  urging  strongly  upoo 
the  attention  of  his  Majesty's  Government  the  absolute  necessity  of  adopting  without  delay 
every  practicable  measure  for  checking  the  very  formidable  mortality  of  the  troops  in  the 
West  Indian  colonies,  which,  according  to  the  facts  now  brought  to  light  by  the  recent 
investigations,  amounts  to  an  annual  average  of.  eight  per  cent,  m  the  Windward  and  Lee- 
ward Island  command,  and  of  13  per  cent,  in  the  Jamaica  command  alone. 

In  fact,  the  numbers  of  men  wno  die  in  Jamaica  in  seven  years,  and  in  the  West  Indies 
in  about  12  years,  equal  the  whole  amount  of  the  force  allotted  to  those  commands,  without 
including  the  deaths  at  sea  or  on  tlie  return  home  of  the  men  invalided. 
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As  the  health  of  the  soldier  is  with  great  apparent  justice  represented  to  be  seriously  affected 
by  the  nature  and  quality  of  his  diet,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his 
Majesty's  Treasury  will  give  to  this  part  of  the  subject  their  most  deliberate  attention;  and 
I  take  this  occasion  of  suggesting  that  directions  be  forthwith  given  to  the  commissariat 
officers  at  the  several  foreign  stations  to  put  themselves  constantly  in  communication  with  ' 
the  medical  officers  of  the  army,  and  with  the  commanding  officers  of  the  troops,  witM  the 
view  of  their  being  enabled  to  propose  to  their  Lordships,  from  time  to  time,  such  changes  in 
the  diet  of  the  troops  as  may  be  considered  most  expedient  for  the  purpose  of  securing,  as 
fiir  as  is  practicable,  their  health  and  efficiency. 

I  have,  &c. 

F.  T,  Baring,  Esq.,  &c.  &c.  &c.  (signed)        Howick, 

Provisions. 

The  rations  of  the  troops  quartered  in  Jamaica  have,  till  very  recently,  been  provided  by      Eucl.  in  No.  7. 
the  colonial  government,  and  consisted  of  the  following  articles  for  one  week  : — 4  lbs.  of 
firesh  beef;  1  lb.  of  salt  beef;  1 J  lb.  of  salt  pork  ;  7  lbs.  of  flour,  which  makes  about  8  J  lbs. 
of  bread ;  7  gills  of  rum,  one-half  of  which  was  issued  mixed  with  water  at  1 1  o'clock 
forenoon,  and  the  other  after  dinner. 

For  this  ration  a  deduction  of  ajt/.  per  day  was  made  from  the  pay  of  the  soldier,  and 
out  of  the  surplus  he  provided  himself  with  coffee  and  sugar  for  breakfast,  and  vegetables 
and  pot-herbs  for  dinner. 

A  change  has  recently  been  made  by  which  the  rations  in  Jamaica  are  in  future  to  be  sup- 
plied by  Government,  and  upon  the  same  scale  as  in  the  Windward  and  Leeward  command, » 
which  is  as  follows ;  viz.,  per  week  : — 7  lbs.  of  bread ;  2  lbs.  of  fresh  meat ;  2  lbs.  of  salt  beef;     > 
27  oz.  of  salt  pork ;  9  oz.  of  sugar;  5  oz.  of  cocoa;  2}  pints  of  peas;  for  which  a  deduction 
oi  bd.  per  day  is  made  from  the  soldier's  pay,  or  if  a  liquor  ration  is  included,  6df.  a  day  is 
deducted. 

By  this  arrangement,  though  the  soldier  in  Jamaica  now  pays  2j(/.  a  day  more  for  his  ra- 
tion, he  receives  less  fresh  meat  by  2  lbs.  per  week,  and  only  1  lb.  more  of  salt  beef,  3  oz. 
.  more  of  salt  pork,  with  the  cocoa,  sugar  and  peas,  so  that  it  would  appear  lie  loses  consi- 
derably by  the  change. 

Women  are  allowed  half  a  ration,  children  above  seven  years  of  age  one-third,  under 
seven,  one-fourth,  widows  a  full  ration,  and  orphans  half  a  ration  ;  but  neither  women  nor 
children  are  allowed  fresh  meat,  but,  in  lieu  thereof,  salt  beef  and  salt  pork. 

The  meals  are  thus  regulated  :— 
Breakfast. — ^This  in  most  regiments  c6nsists  of  a  pint  of  cocoa,  with  the  ration  bread  f 
«ome  of  the  men  occasionally  purchase  fish  and  fruit  in  addition. 

Supper  or  Evening  Meal, — This  is  only  adopted  in  a  very  few  reginiQjits,  and  generally 
consists  of  coffee  and  bread.  As  an  evening  meal  promises  to  be  highly  beneficial  to  the 
health,  comfort  and  morals  of  soldiers,  we  think  that  it  should  be  universally  established 
throug^bout  the  army.  An  evening  repast  must  have  considerable  influence  in  preventing 
men  from  rambling  from  barracks  in  quest  of  liquor,  and  would  employ  in  a  manner  bene- 
ficial to  their  constitutions  a  portion  of  that  surplus  pay  which  otherwise  would  be  employed 
in  deteriorating  it. 

DhiTiers. — The  salt  ration  is  made  into  soup  along  with  the  peas  issued  ;  and  when  much 
ewe  is  bestowed  upon  the  cooking,  the  soup  is  represented  to  oe  very  good.  By  boiling  the 
.ration  of  pork,  9^  oz.  is  reduced  to  about  6  oz.,  and  the  salt  beef  ration  of  1  lb.  is  reduced  to 
jibout  12  oz.  This  pork  or  beef,  with  a  pint  of  soup  and  a  pound  of  yams,  sweet  potatoes  or 
common  potatoes,  compose  the  soldier's  dinner.  Tne  fresh  beef  is  generally  very  indifferent ; 
it  is  made  into  soup  with  rice,  and  any  pot-herbs  which  can  be  procured,  such  as  onions, 
•greens  and  pumpkins.  The  salt  meat,  particularly  the  beef,  is  represented  to  be  frequently 
very  indiflerent,  being  hard  and  deprived  of  its  natural  juiciness,  perhaps  from  being  long 
kept  in  store,  and  consequently  it  is  neither  grateful  to  the  appetite  nor  nutritious. 

it  is  perhaps  to  be  regretted  that  this  description  of  food  should  form  so  large  a  portion  of 
the  soldier's  ration  in  this  climate ;  and  it  would  be  well  worthy  of  consideration  whether 
the  issue  of  salt  meat  should  not  be  very  materially  decreased,  not  merdy  because  it  is 
difficult  of  digestion  and  comparatively  mnutritive,  but  as  probably  tending  to  increase  the 
number  and  severity  of  bowel  complaints.  Though  we  by  no  means  intend  to  assert  that 
dysenteric  affections  are  the  immediate  result  of  this  description  of  food  upon  the  healthy 
constitutions,  still  it  must  be  admitted  that  men  recently  discharged  from  hospital  after 
treatment  for  bowel  complaints,  and  placed  upon  such  a  diet,  are  much  more  likely  to  suffer 
from  a  relapse  than  those  who  enjoy  the  milder  nutriment  afforded  by  fresh  provisions ;  and 
.that  these  repeated  relapses  must  tend  to  break  down  the  constitution,  even,  if  they  do  not 
ultimately  terminate  in  death. 

It  may  be  stated  as  corroborative  of  this  supposition,  that  in  Jamaica  where  the  troops 
have  four  days'  meat  per  week,  the  mortality  by  aysentery  is  only  4*5  per  thousand;  whereas 
in  the  Windward  and  Leeward  Islands,  where  the  troops  have  but  two  days'  fresh  provisions 
per  week,  the  mortality  by  the  same  class  of  diseases  is  19  per  thousand  of  the  mean 
jitrength.  How  far  this  inference  in  regard  to  the  influence  of  salt  provisions  is  well  founded 
.will  be  more  clearly  shown  when  we  have  an  opportunity  of  ascertaining  the  mortality  and 
diseases  which  take  place  among  the  officers ;  should  it  be  found  that  they  are  comparatively 
exempt  from  this  class  of  diseases  at  both  l^ese  stations,  it  will  certainly  add  to  the  proba- 
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bility  that  a  more  liberal  supply  of  fresh  provisions,  and  more  attention  to  the  comforts  of 
the  soldiers,  would  tend  to  diminish  the  ratio  of  mortality  among  troops;  salt  provisions 
may  also  be  hurtful,  in  amoral  point  of  view,  by  inducing  thirst,  and  thereby  leading  the 
soldier  to  indulge  in  spirituous  potations. 


My  Lord^  Treasury  Chambers^SO  August  1836. 

No.  8.  With  reference  to  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  20th  June  last,  respecting  the  substitution 

of  fresh  for  salt  meat  as  forming  part  of  the  ration  to  the  troops  in  tropical  climates,  I  am 
commanded  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury  to  transmit  to  you  the 
copy  of  a  report  of  the  commissioners  of  au^t,  of  the  17th  instant,  on  the  subject,  for  your 
Lordship*s  consideration,  and  in  order  that%{y  Lords  may  be  furnished  with  any  observa- 
tions which  may  occur  to  you  upon  the  several  points  submitted  by  the  auditors,  before  they 
give  final  directions  on  the  subject. 

I  am.  Sic. 

The  Secretary  at  War,  &c.  Sec  ice.  (signed)        J.  F.  Spearman. 


My  Lords,  Audit  Office,  17  August  1836. 

End.  in  No.  8.  In  obedience  to  your  Lordships'  order  of  reference  of  29th  of  June  1836,  we  have  had 
under  consideration  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  at  War  to  Mr.  Baring,  of  the  20th  of  last 
June,  enclosing  an  extract  from  a  report  made  by  Deputy  Inspector-general  W,  Marshall  and 
Lieutenant  TuUoch,  45th  foot,  upon  the  diseases  and  mortality  of  the  troops  serving  in  the 
Windward  and  Leeward  Islands  command,  and  in  Jamaica. 

In  reference  to  which  report  the  Secretary  at  War  states,  that  he  is  confirmed  in  the  opinion 
he  had  previously  formed,  that  the  health  of  the  troops  in  the  West  Indies  is  senously 
affected  oy  so  large  a  portion  of  their  diet  being  made  to  consist  of  salt  provisions ;  and  in 
requesting  the  attentive  consideration  of  your  Lordships  to  the  extract  in  question,  Lord 
Howick  expresses  his  decided  opinion,  that  the  issue  of  salt  meat  should,  except  in  cases  of 
absolute  necessity,  be  entirely  discontinued  as  a  part  of  the  ordinary  ration  of  the  soldier  in 
tropical  climates.  His  Lordship  states,  that  he  is  quite  aware  that  the  substitution  of  fresh 
meat  for  the  very  large  proportion  of  salt  meat  now  issued  must  be  attended  vnth  great  addi- 
tional expense ;  but  this  consideration,  however  important,  should  yield,  he  conceives,  to  the 
more  important  one  of  the  health  and  efficiency  of  tne  soldier ;  and  his  Lordship  is  of  opinion, 
that  the  saving  which  would  be  made  in  expenses  of  recruiting,  trans{>ort  of  reliefs,  &c.  tec, 
rendered  necessary  by  the  mortality  prevailing  amongst  the  troops  in  those  climates,  and 
which  is  represented  as  attributable  in  a  very  great  degree  to  the  nature  and  quality  of  their 
diet,  would  go  far  to  counterbalance  the  augmentation  of  expense  attendant  upon  the  measure 
proposed.  His  Lordship  states,  that  the  mortalit]^  shown  to  exist  by  the  recent  investigations 
amounts  to  an  annual  average  of  eight  per  cent,  in  the  Windward  Islands  command,  and  of 
13  per  cent,  in  the  Jamaica  command.  But  Uiis  statement,  we  may  remark  in  passing,  does 
not  appear  altogether  to  tend  to  confirm  the  supposition  that  the  mortality  in  these  countries  is 
mainly  to  be  ascribed  to  the  use  of  salt  meat  by  the  troops ;  for  in  Jamaica,  where  the  greater 
mortality  prevails,  and  which  we  do  not  believe  to  be  more  unhealthy  than  the  average  of 
the  West  India  Islands,  the  troops  have  until  very  recently  been  supplied  with  double 
the  quantity  of  fresh  meat  issued  to  the  troops  in  the  Windward  and  Leeward  Islands. 

Lord  Howick  concludes  his  letter  by  a  recommendation  that  directions  may  be  given  to  the 
commissariat  officers  at  the  several  foreign  stations  to  put  themselves  constantly  in  commu- 
nication with  the  medical  officers  in  the  army,  and  officers  commanding  the  troops,  with  a 
view  of  being  enabled  to  propose  to  your  Lordships,  from  time  to  time,  such  changes  in  the 
diet  of  the  troops  as  may  be  considered  most  expedient  for  the  purpose  of  secunng,  as  far 
as  possible,  thenr  health  and  efficiency. 

It  jnay  be  proper,  before  we  proceed  to  submit  such  observations  as  occur  to  us  upon  the 
Secretary  at  War's  present  proposition,  to  refer  your  Lordships  to  our  reports  of  the  22d  and 
29th  of  February  last,  upon  a  former  communication  from  Lord  Howick  of  the  30th  of  January 
last,  relative  to  the  same  subject,  and  to  which  his  Lordship's  present  letter  may  be  con- 
ttdered  as  a  sequel,  expressive  of  a  much  more  decided  opinion  respecting  the  necessity  of 
altogether  discontinuing  the  issue  of  salt  meat  to  the  troops  in  the  Windward  and  Leeward 
Islands,  and  in  Jamaica. 

,,,  In  the  former  of  our  reports  above  mentioned,  we  stated  that  we  concurred  to  a  certain 

extent  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  that  an  increase  in  the  quantity  of  fresh 
meat  issued  to  the  troops  in  Jamaica  and  the  West  Indies  was  highly  desirable.  And 
although  some  errors  might  be  pointed  out  in  the  extract  from  the  report  of  Messrs.  Mar- 
shall and  TuUoch  which  forms  the  ground  of  this  present  proposition,  the  facts,  generally, 
and  the  arguments  now  adduced  by  his  Lordship,  are  certainly  calculated  to  strengthen  that 
impression.  But,  notwithstanding  the  difference  we  entertain  for  an  opinion  proceeding  from 
so  nigh  a  source,  we  must  be  permitted  to  express  our  doubts  of  the  expediency  of  a  total 
discontinuance  of  issues  of  salt  meat  to  the  troops  in  those  countries,  our  objections  resting 
not  on  the  ground  of  economy  alone,  but  on  the  belief  that,  taking  into  consideration  the  in- 
ferior quality  of  the  fresh  meat  to  be  obtained  there,  and  the  loss  of  many  other  articles 
now  composing  the  West  India  ration,  which  such  a  change  must  involve,  the  measure 
would  not  be  gratifying  to  the  soldier  nor  prove  beneficial  to  his  health. 

For 
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f^or  tbe  purpose  of  better  ^nablitig  your  Lordships  to  decide  upon  this  matter,  we  will  first 
ffiaete  what  is  the  actual  ration  issued  to  the  troops  in  the  Windward  and  Leeward  Islands; 
it  consists  weekly  of  7  lbs.  of  bread ;  2  lbs.  of  fresh  beef  (or  two  days'  issue) ;  2  lbs.  of 
salt  beef  (or  two  days'  issue);  1  lb.  lli|oz.  of  salt  pork  (or  three  days'  issue),  at  9\ol.  per 
day ;  10 oz.  of  rice,  issued  with  the  fresh  beef,  at  5  os.  per  day;  2 J  pints  of  peas,  issued 
witih  the  salt  meat,  at  i  of  a  pint  per  day ;  9  oz.  of  sugar,  at  If  oz.  per  day  ;  5  bz.  of  cocoa, 
at  4  of  an  oz.  per  day.  The  rice,  peas,  sugar  and  cocoa  included  in  this  ration  being  issued 
for  the  purpose  of  counteracting  any  bad  eSecta  from  the  salt  meat,  those  articles  (or  the 
entire  substitution  of  fresh  for  salt  meat)  would,  it  is  presumed,  be  withdrawn,  and  the 
weekly  ration  be  reduced  simply  to  7  lbs.  of  bread,  and  7  lbs.  of  moit. 

Having  caused  a  computation  to  be  made  of  the  cost  for  the  actual  force  in  the  Windward 
and  Leeward  Islands  of  fresh  meat  for  five  additional  days,  and  a  deduction  to  be  made 
therefrom  of  the  cost  of  salt  meat  for  those  five  days,  and  tliat  of  the  other  articles  of  the 
present  ration  for  the  whole  week,  we  find,  without  entering  into  any  speculation  relative  to 
a  possible  future  increase  of  force,  that  the  change  would  entail  a  present  additional  cost  of 
upwards  of  15,000/.  per  annum. 

As  we  imagine  your  Lordships  may  hesitate  in  giving  your  sanction  to  so  larpe  an  aug- 
mentation of  expense  for  a  measure  which  (for  the  reasons  we  have  just  pointed  out)  may 
fail  in  accomplishing  the  object  desired,  we  shall  take  the  liberty  of  submitting  to  your 
consideration  a  weekly  ration,  which,  if  adopted,  will  not  be  attended  with  much  more  than 
one-third  of  tbe  additional  expense  stated  above,  while  if  will  double  the  quantity  of  fresh 
meat  now  issued  to  the  soldier,  make  the  salt  meat  part  of  his  diet  more  acceptable  to  him, 
and  retain  the  other  articles  which  have  always  been  considered  so  beneficial  to  his  health  in 
those  climates. 

It  would  appear,  as  well  from  the  report  of  Messrs.  H.  Marshall  and  Tulloch  as  from  the 
pipers  which  were  the  subject  of  our  reports  to  your  Lordships  (of  the  22d  and  29th  of 
Feoruary)  before  mentioned,  that  the  principal  objection  is  directed  against  the  salt  beef 
part  of  the  present  ration,  as  being  difficult  of  digestion,  and  liable  to  great  loss  in  substance 
irom  cooking. 

We  therefore  propose  that  the  issues  of  salt  beef  shall  be  discontinued,  and  the  salt  meat 
ration  be  made  to  consist  entirely  of  pork,  and  that  the  weekly  ration  shall  be  as  follows  : 
7  lbs,  of  bread  ;  4  lbs.  of  fresh  meat,  at  1  lb.  per  day ;  27i  oz.  ofsalt  pork,  at  9  ^  oz.  per  day ; 
1}  lb.  of  rice,  to  be  issued  as  at  present,  with  the  fresh  meat ;  3  half-pints  of  peas,  i  of  a 
pint  with  each  issue  of  salt  pork ;  9  oz.  of  sugar ;  5  oz.  of  cocoa. 

The  additional  annual  expense  of  this  ration,  as  compared  with  the  present  one,  would  be 
about  5,300 Z.  a  year;  your  Lordships  will,  however,  remember,  that  in  the  papers  firom  the 
West  Indies  which  formed  tfie  subject  of  our  former  report  before  alhided  to,  complaint 
Was  made  that  the  ration  of  pork,  when  reduced  by  boiling,  was  very  insufficient  in  quantity 
and  the  statement  in  that  respect,  though  much  exaggerated,  as  is  shown  indeed  by  refer- 
ence to  that  of  Messrs.  Marshall  and  T^iUoch  on  the  same  point,  seems  to  be  not  without 
some  foundation  ;  your  Lordships  may  consequently  feel  disposed  to  increase  the  ration  of 
pork  from  O^oz.  to  12  oz.  This  would,  however,  augment  our  estimate  of  additional 
expense  from  5,3002.  to  about  9,3002. 

As  it  is  the  custom  in  the  West  Indies  to  issue  rice  at  the  same  time  with  the  fVesh  meat, 
and  peas  with  the  salt  meat,  we  have  made  a  proportionate  increase  in  the  quantity  of  rice, 
and  diminution  in  the  quantity  of  peas  to  be  issued  in  the  week* 

We  may  here  observe,  that  it  may  be  doubted  whether  the  daily  ration  of  rice,  5  oz.,  has 
not,  considering  the  large  quantity  of  nutritious  food  which  5  oz.  will  yield  when  boiled, 
been  always  excessive,  and  whether  4  oz.  would  not  be  an  ample  daily  quantity  to  give  the 
Soldier  on  the  proposed  four  days  of  issue  of  that  article. 

A  saving  ana  a  consequent  diminution  of  the  estimated  increased  expense  of  the  riation 
just  stated  would  be  made  by  such  a  reduction  of  about  500/.  annually;  but  your  Lordships 
will  not  probably  deem  it  desirable,  for  the  sake  of  so  small  a  saving  of  expense,  to  make 
any  reduction  in  so  wholesome  an  article  of  the  soldier's  diet  as  nee  must  be  in  those 
countries. 

The  calculations  which  we  have  submitted  to  your  Lordships  of  the  additional  expense 
which  would  attend  the  proposition  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  and  which  would  be  incurred  by 
the  adoption  of  the  ration  proposed  by  ourselves,  relate,  as  we  beg  to  observe,  to  the  Wmch 
ward  and  Leeward  Islands  command  only ;  for  it  appears  from  a  communication  to  your 
Lordships,  from  Deputy  Commissary-General  Kearney,  of  the  1st  of  January  1836,  wnich 
was  the  subject  of  a  report  from  us  of  the  29th  of  February  last,  that  the  price  of  fresh 
meat  in  Jamaica  is  now  so  reasonable  as  to  render  the  difference  between  the  cost  of  the 
salt  meat  and  fresh  meat  very  trifling. 

As  re^rds  Jamaica,  therefore,  no  objection  on  the  ground  of  economy  would  appear  to 
present  itself  to  the  proposition  of  the  Secretary  at  War.  We  are,  however,  of  opinion,  as 
well  on  account  of  the  advantages  which  we  consider  that  the  ration  proposed  by  us  for  the 
Windward  and  Leeward  Islands  derives  from  the  various  minor  articles  which  enter  into  its 
composition,  as  for  the  sake  of  uniformity  between  the  ration  of  the  West  Indies  and  that 
of  Jamaica  (with  the  exception  of  coffee  for  cocoa,  which  your  Lordships,  in  your  minute 
of  the  20th  August  1835,  have,  in  concurrence  with  tile  Secretary  at  War  and  Commander- 
in-chief,  declared  to  be  necessary  to  maintain)  that  whatever  may  be  now  determined  upon 
with  respect  to  the  ration  of  the  former  station  should  be  made  to  apply  to  the  latter. 

We  are  not  prepared  to  state  with  any  accuracy  what  would  be  the  comparative  expense 

of  the  present  ration  in  Jamaica  and  that  proposed  by  us,  as  the  contracts  are  made  in  that 
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country  for  the  whole  rations,  and  we  have  not  the  means  at  present  of  ascertaining  the 
respective  prices  of  the  minor  articles ;  but  this  could  readily  be  done. 

It  may  be  proper  to  remind  your  Lordships  that  at  the  Bahamas  and  at  Honduras^  which 
are  subordinate  parts  of  the  Jamaica  command,  and  are  garrisoned  by  detachments  from 
West  India  regiments,  the  troops  now  receive  fresh  meat  three  days  in  the  week,  with  the 
addition,  at  the  Bahamas,  of  turtle  for  a  fourth  day,  when  it  can  be  procured,  and  it  will  be 
for  your  Lordships'  consideration,  and  that  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  whether  it  may  be 
expedient,  as  long  as  these  posts  continue  to  be  garrisoned  by  black  troops,  to  make  any 
change  in  the  present  ration. 

At  Sierra  Leone  and  the  Gambia,  stations  within  the  tropics,  which  are  likewise  garrisoned 
by  black  troops,  the  ration  is  per  diem  as  follows :  1  lb.  of  oread  ;  1 J  lb.  of  rice ;  1  lb.  of  meat, 
fresh  or  salt.  The  issue  of  the  fresh  meat  being  from  three  to  five  days,  according  to  circum- 
stances, salt  meat  is  kept  in  depot  for  the  use  of  certain  out-stations ;  and  it  is  necessary, 
consequently,  to  issue  portions  of  that  article  more  or  less  frequently  at  head  quarters  to 
prevent  its  deterioration  by  too  long  keeping. 

At  St  Helena  (according  to  the  only  accounts  we  have  yet  received  from  that  station), 
salt  meat  only  has  been  issued,  the  daily  rate  being  1  lb.  of  salt  meat,  2  oz.  of  rice,  1  lb.  of 
bread,  and  1  pint  of  wine. 

If  fresh  meat  is  to  be  supplied  to  the  garrison  there,  it  will  be  necessary,  we  imagine,  to 
procure  it  at  a  great  expense  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  or  from  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

It  may  be  proper,  while  on  the  subject  of  the  supplies  of  provisions  to  the  troops  stationed 
vrithin  the  tropics,  toadverttothe  circumstance,  that,  although  the  royal  provision  warrant  of 
July  1830  authorizes  the  issues  at  all  foreign  stations  of  certain  "  proportions"  of  the  soldier's 
ration  ("  liquor  excepted  ")  to  a  limited  number  of  the  lawful  wives  and  legitimate  children  of 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  and  the  same  proportions  at  stations  within  the  tropics 
to  the  wives  and  children  of  officers,  it  has  not  hitherto  been  the  practice,  in  the  Windward 
and  Leeward  Islands  command,  to  issue  any  fresh  meat  to  women  and  children  of  either 
officers  or  men ;  at  Jamaica,  on  the  contrary,  the  women  and  children  do  receive  their  pro- 
portion of  the  fresh  meat,  as  well  as  of  the  salt  meat  ration,  which  practice  is  certainly  in 
accordance  with  the  letter  of  the  King's  warrant ;  and  should  your  Lordships  and  the  Secretary 
at  War  be  of  the  opinion  to  which  we  incline,  that  such  was  the  intention  of  the  warrant,  it 
will  be  proper  to  place  the  women  and  children  of  officers  and  men  serving  in  the  Windward 
and  Leeward  Islands  command  on  the  same  footing  with  those  in  Jamaica,  which  will 
occasion  some  increase  to  our  estimate  of  the  additional  expense  to  be  incurred,  by  th^ 
adoption  of  the  weekly  ration  we  propose  in  substitution  of  the  present  one. 

In  that  estimate  we  have  not  taken  into  account  any  increase  of  the  price  of  fresh  meat, 
which  might  be  caused  in  the  Windward  and  Leeward  Islands  statitms  by  the  greater 
demand  for  it,  as  such  increase,  were  it  to  take  place,  would,  it  is  probable,  \^  only 
temporary. 

It  remains  for  us  to  offer  an  opinion  upon  the  recommendation  contained  in  the  conclud- 
ing paragraph  of  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  and  which  we  undei-stand  as  applying 
not  to  the  stations  within  the  tropics,  but  to  our  foreign  possessions  generally.  If  we  are 
ri^ht  in  this  supposition,  we  must,  with  great  deference,  express  our  dissent  from  the  propo- 
sition in  question.  We  believe  that  no  complaint  exists  witn  respect  to  the  rations  of  provi- 
sions issued  at  our  foreign  stations,  with  the  exception  of  those  immediately  under 
consideration.  The  head  of  the  medical  department,  in  every  command,  has  it  now  in  his 
power  to  make  such  representations  to  the  officer  commanding,  respecting  the  diet  of  the 
troops,  as  may  appear  necessary  to  him ;  and  his  represefitations,  as  we  have  reason  to  believe, 
always  meet  with  attention. 

But  the  effect  of  requiring  him  to  put  himself  periodically  in  communication  with  the 
commissary,  for  the  purpose  of  making  such  changes  in  the  provisions  of  the  troops  as 
might  be  thought  expedient,  would,  we  conceive,  be  attended  with  much  inconvenience  and 
very  great  additional  expense  to  the  public. 

Every  medical  officer  newly  appointed  would,  it  is  to  be  apprehended,  think  it  incumbent 
upon  him  to  recommend  some  change  in  the  ration  approved  of  by  his  predecessors, 
and  the  commissary,  who,  with  the  possibility  of  continual  alteration  before  him,  would  never 
have  it  in  his  power  to  enter  into  a  contract  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months  at  farthest, 
would  be  obliged  to  pay  a  proportionately  high  price  for  every  thing. 

We  beg  leave,  in  conclusion,  to  suggest  the  expediency  (in  the  event  of  its  being  deter* 
mined  upon  to  increase  the  issues  of  fresh  meat  in  the  West  Indies)  of  directing  the  adop- 
tion of  tne  measure  in  such  a  manner  as  to  secure  the  consumption  of  the  salt  beef  now  on 
hand,  and  of  apprizing  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  for  the  guidance  of  the  comptroller  of 
victualling  with  respect  to  future  shipments  of  salt  poric  to  that  country. 

We  have,  &c. 
The  Lords  Commissioners  of  (signed)        F.  L.  Larpent. 

His  Majesty's  Treasury,  H.  F.  LuttreU. 

W.  L.  Herries. 
E.  Romilly. 
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Sir,  War  Office,  30  Septeniber  1836. 

I  HAVE   the  honour   to   acknowledge   the   receipt  of  Mr,   Spearman's  letter  of  the  No.  9. 

26th  August  last,  enclosing  for  my  consideration,  and  for  any  observations  which  may 
occur  to  me  thereupon,  a  report  from  the  commissioners  of  audit,  upon  my  recommendation 
that  the  issue  of  salt  meat  as  a  part  of  the  soldier's  ration  in  tropical  climates  should,  except 
in  cases  of  absolute  necessity,  be  entirely  discontinued. 

In  my  letter  of  the  20th  June  last,  I  pointed  out  that  the  deaths  in  Jamaica  in  seven 
years,  and  in  the  West  Indies  in  about  12  years,  equalled  the  whole  amount  of  force  allotted 
to  those  commands  without  including  the  deaths  at  sea,  or  after  the  return  home  of  the 
invalided  men.  The  auditors  remark  that  this  statement  **  does  not  appear  altogether  to 
tend  to  confirm  the  supposition  that  the  mortality  in  those  countries  is  mainly  to  be  ascribed 
to  the  use  of  salt  meat  by  the  troops,  because,  in  Jamaica,  where  the  greater  mortality 

?revails,  and  which  we  do  not  believe  to  be  more  unhealthy  than  the  average  of  the  West 
ndia  Islands,  the  troops  have  until  recently  been  supplied  with  double  the  quantity  of  firesh 
meat  issued  to  the  troops  in  the  Windward  Islands.' ' 

If  any  inference  is  to  be  drawn  from  this  remark  of  the  auditors,  it  must  be^  that  the 
troops  in  the  West  Indies  have  suffered  less  than  the  troops  in  Jamaica,  because  a  larger 
portion  of  salt  food  has  been  issued  to  them.  Upon  this  point,  however,  nothing  can  be 
more  decisive  than  the  evidence  which  has  been  advanced.  There  is  no  military  command 
where  the  ratio  of  mortality  among  troops  is  so  higlv  as  in  Jamaica ;  it  is  equal  to  one- 
seventh  of  the  force  annually.  In  the  West  Indies,  generally,  the  mortality  is  between  one- 
twelfth  and  one-thirteenth  of  the  force  annually. 

The  paramount  cause  of  disease  in  the  coast  garrisons  of  Jamaica  it  is  no  doubt  beyond 
human  power  to  remove ;  but  much  may  be  done  to  mitigate  its  effect,  by  obviating,  as  far 
as  possible,  all  aggravating  circumstances,  such  as  improper  diet,  crowded  barracks,  intem- 
perance, &c.  It  has  been  clearly  established  by  the  recent  investigations,  that  fevers,  in 
producing  which  the  influence  of  climate  is  the  greatest,  and  that  of  diet  the  least,  have 
been  far  more  fatal  in  Jamaica  than  in  the  West  Indies  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  dysentery 
and  disorders  more  directly  attributable  to  improper  food  have  been  less  prevalent  in 
Jamaica,  notwithstanding  its  worse  climate,  than  m  tne  West  Indies,  where  a  larger  propor-' 
tion  of  salt  meat  has  been  issued.  So  far,  therefore^  the  greater  issue  of  fresh  meat  in 
Jamaica  may  be  assumed  to  have  effected  some  good  among  much  calamity.  But  it  is  not 
alone  on  account  of  peculiar  diseases,  knovm  to  be  in  a  great  degree  induced  by  salt  meat 
diet,  that  the  issue  of  this  food  is  objectionable.  In  these  climates,  so  unfavourable  to 
European  life,  where  the  remote  cause  of  disease  is  commonly  active,  and  where  the 
constitutions  of  the  men  are  often  greatly  impaired  by  repeated  attacks  of  serious  diseases, 
there  must  always  be  a  very  considerable  portion  of  a  corps  whose  health  is  not  robust, 
and  who  are  more  or  less  in  a  convalescent  or  infirm  state,  although  not  kept  upon  hospital 
diet.  To  men  under  such  circumstances  salt  rations  must  obviously  be  very  unsuitable ; 
and  it  is  shown  that  the  ratio  of  mortality  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  greatly 
exceeds  that  of  the  commissioned  officers,  whose  diet  and  barrack  accommodation  are  so 
much  better. 

The  auditors  admit  that  the  facts  stated  and  the  arguments  adduced  are  calculated  to 
strengthen  the  impression  that  an  increase  in  the  quantity  of  the  fresh  meat  issued  to 
the  troops  in  Jamaica  and  in  the  West  Indies  is  hignly  desirable ;  but  they  assume,  that 
if  fresh  meat  be  issued  to  the  men  daily,  the  ration  must  necessarily  be  made  to  consist 
of  1  lb.  of  bread  and  1  lb.  of  meat  only,  and  upon  that  assumption  they  have  calculated  that 
the  additional  cost  would  be  about  16,000  /.  a  year. 

It  certainly  never  entered  into  my  contemplation  that  the  other  articles  issued  with 
the  bread  and  meat  ration  should  be  altogether  discontinued,  because  the  issue  of  salt  proyi- 
sion  was  considered  inexpedient.  I  have  never  considered  that  the  issue  of  rice,  peas, 
sugar,  cocoa,  &c.,  was  made,  as  is  alleged,  as  an  antidote  to  the  bad  effects  of  salt  meat, 
but  as  affording  that  due  admixture  of  vegetable  nutriment  necessary  to  health,  whether 
the  meat  be  fresh  or  salt. 

The  ration  which  the  auditors  have  proposed,  of  four  days'  fresh  meat  and  three  days' 
salt  pork,  increasing  the  quantity  of  tne  pork  ration  from  9^  oz.  to  12  oz.,  and  decreasing 
the  quantity  of  rice  from  5  oz.  to  4  oz.,  1  admit  to  be  a  decided  improvement  upon  the 
present  ration.  With  regard  to  Jamaica,  1  am  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  in  a  climate  so 
insalubrious,  the  salt  meat  ration  should  be  wholly  discontinued  without  any  delay ;  and 
although  I  as  decidedly  disapprove  of  the  ration  proposed  by  the  auditors  being  adopted 
as  a  permanent  measure  for  the  West  Indies  and  other  tropical  climates,  I  am  not  disposed 
to  press  this  objection,  if  their  Lordships  should  think  proper  to  direct  its  adoption,  until 
reference  can  be  made  to  the  colonie49,  and  the  opinions  and  suggestions  of  the  officers 
there  can  be  obtained. 

•If  their  Lordships  shall  deem  it  advisable,  in  the  first  instance,  to  adopt  this  ration 
temporarily  upon  all  tropical  stations  except  Jamaica,  I  would  suggest  that  the  officers  in 
command  of  the  several  colonies,  after  consultation  with  the  commissaries  with  regard  to 
the.  means  of  obtaining  supplies  of  various  descriptions,  and  with  the  medical  Officers  in 
command  of  regiments,  as  to  what  is  likely  to  be  most  conducive  to  the  health  and  not 
unsatisfactory  to  the  tastes  of  the  men,  whether  black  or  white,  be  directed  to  give  this 
important  subject  their  best  attention,  and  to  send  frill  reports  for  the  consideration  of 
his  Majesty's  Government  of  what  may  be  considered  the  ration  best  adapted  to  each 
station,  with  reference  to  its  climate  and  the  diseases  which  principally  affect  the  troops. 
In  making  their  investigation,  they  should  particularly  consider  whether  there  might  noi 
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be  a  larger  proportion  of  vegetable  diet  given,  either  in  addition  to  or  in  substitution  for 
some  pi»t  of  die  meat,  whether  fresh  or  salt^  which  is  now  issued,  or  in  lieu  or  in  dimi- 
nution of  spirits ;  and  also  whether,  in  doine  diis,  some  of  the  productions  peculiar  to  the 
several  colonies  might  not  be  made  use  of  which  are  now  wholly  neglected. 

By  means  of  these  reports  information  will  be  obtained  which  will  enable  the  Government 
to  adopt  those  means  best  calculated  to  resist  the  influence  of  an  insalubrious  climate ;  and 
although  it  may  have  been  hitherto  considered  convenient  to  adopt  uniformity  in  the  compo- 
sition of  the  ration,  I  cannot  but  press  upon  their  Lordships,  that,  as  the  colonies  of  tnis 
country  vary  exceedingly  in  climate,  and  as  even  in  the  same  climate  g^'cat  differences  exist  in 
regard  to  salubrity,  and  the  facility  of  procuring  different  kinds  of  supplies,  it  would  be 
highly  inexpedient,  for  the  sake  of  that  convenience,  to  give  up  the  advantage  of  adapting 
to  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  several  stations  the  ration  which  should  be  issued  to 
each. 

The  auditors  dissent,  upon  two  grounds,  from  the  proposition  in  the  concluding  paragraph 
of  my  letter  of  the  20th  ot  June  last,  that  this  course  should  be  pursued  generally  in  all  our 
foreign  possessions ;  first,  that  there  has  been  no  complaint  from  other  stations,  except  those 
immediately  under  consideration  ;  and,  secondly,  that  the  commissary  would  be  unable  to 
make  contracts  for  any  length  of  time,  and  would  consequently  pay  higher  prices. 

In  answer  to  the  first  of  these  objections,  I  must  observe,  that  even  if  it  were  satis&ctorily 
proved  that  no  complaint  had  been  made,  it  is  the  duty  of  his  Majesty's  Government,  where 
such  evils  as  I  have  pointed  out  can  be  ascertained  to  exist,  to  adopt  at  once  every  means  in 
their  power  for  removing  them,  and  preserving  and  improving  the  health  of  the  troops,  with-» 
out  waiting  for  complaints  to  be  made. 

With  regard  to  the  second  objection,  I  have  to  remark,  that  I  did  not  recommend  that  it 
should  be  competent  to  every  newly-appointed  medical  officer  to  introduce  changes  in  the 
ration  approved  by  his  predecessor,  out  that  those  changes  which  the  general  officer  and 
the  principal  medical  officer  in  communication  with  the  principal  commissariat  officer  might 
consider  expedient,  should  be  suggested  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Trea- 
sury for  their  consideration ;  and,  although  I  do  not  anticipate,  when  the  ration  shall  have 
been  once  so  fixed  for  a  station,  that  a  necessity  will  often  arise  for  any  alteration  of  it,  I 
cannot  admit  that  any  temporary  inconvenience  which  may  be  experienced  from  contracts 
already  made  ought  to  be  allowed  as  a  valid  reason  for  not  effecting  a  change,  if  it  should 
be  advised  by  the  authorities  I  have  mentioned,  and  if  good  grounds  can  be  shown  for  antici-> 
pating  that  it  would  be  conducive  to  the  health  of  the  soldier. 

Whether  the  soldier  be  in  future  fiiraished  with  fresh  or  salt  meat,  I  think  the  women  and 
children  permitted  by  regulation  to  draw  mtions  should  receive  their  daily  proportion  of 
the  meat,  whether  fresh  or  salt,  which  is  issued  to  the  soldier,  according  to  the  obvioas  inten- 
tion of  his  Majesty's  warrant  of  July  1830. 

The  only  other  consideration  which  remains  is  the  question  of  expense. 

In  Jamaica,  it  is  admitted  by  the  auditors,  that  there  is  no  objection  on  that  ^ound  to  the 
measure  I  have  recommended,  since  the  change  might  be  at  once  adopted  without  adding 
to  the  cost  of  the  ration.  In  the  Windward  and  Leeward  Islands  the  additional  charge  by 
substituting  fresh  meat  is  calculated  by  the  auditors  at  above  15,000/.  a  year.  I  do  not  know 
whether  in  making  this  calculation  they  have  allowed  for  a  reduction  which  I  learn  from  the 

Spneral  officer  commanding  on  this  station  has  been  effected  in  the  contracts  for  fresh  meat 
or  the  next  three  years,  by  which  I  am  informed  that  a  saving  of  5,200  Z.  a  year  will  be 
effected  upon  the  present  supply  of  the  army  and  navy ;  but,  at  all  events,  I  am  convinced 
that  the  difference  between  tnis  sum  of  15,000/.  and  9,000/.,  the  estimated  additional  cost  of 
the  ration  proposed  by  the  auditors,  will  be  considered  by  their  Lordships  as  absolutely  im- 
mat9rial  when  put  in  competition  with  the  great  object  of  endeavouring  to  check  the  fright* 
ful  waste  of  life  which  takes  place  in  these  colonies. 

In  some  of  our  colonial  possessions  it  seems  to  be  implied  by  the  auditors  that  a  daily 
issue  of  fresh  meat  may  be  expected  to  cause  an  increased  expenditure  beyond  that  which 
they  have  calculated  upon  by  raising  the  price  of  meat.  In  the  first  instance  such  may  not 
improbably  be  the^case;  but,  as  they  have  remarked,  this  would  only  be  temporary ;  and  so 
far  from  concluding  that  such  woula  be  the  general  or  permanent  effect  of  the  measure,  I 
should  on  the  contrary  anticipate  that  an  increased  demand  will  rather  tend  to  reduce  the 
price  of  fresh  meat  by  encouraging  production  in  some  of  our  possessions  which  are  admi-* 
rably  fitted  for  it,  and  also  by  rendering  it  worth  the  while  of  contractors  to  make  arrange- 
ments on  a  large  scale  for  furnishing  a  constant  supply  from  quarters  to  which  it  would  not 
answer  their  purpose  to  resort  for  the  limited  quantity  now  required. 

Upon  the  nead  of  expense  I  have  further  to  observe,  that  the  cost  to  the  public  at  present 
is  not  only  the  actual  cnarge  of  the  ration,  but  the  further  heavy  expenses  of  hospital  treat- 
ment of  sending  home  and  pensioning  invalided  men,  and  of  raising,  disciplining  and  trans- 
porting reliefs ;  and  every  improvement  of  health  and  saving  of  life  by  better  diet  will 
diminish  these  expenses,  and  m  that  d^ree  reduce  the  aggregate  charge  to  the  public  for 
such  better  diet.  Hence,  though  I  am  fieur  from  considering  that  a  measure  dictated  by  huma- 
nity and  by  sound  policy  should  be  dealt  with  upon  mere  financial  grounds,  I  am  strongly 
impressed  with  the  beUef,  that,  all  circumstances  taken  into  consideration,  the  alteration 
which  I  have  felt  myself  compelled,  by  the  very  strong  evidence  which  has  been  adduced,  to 
recommend  to  their  Lordships,  will  not  be  ultimately  found  expensive  ;  but  if  even  it  should 
be  so,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  state  my  full  conviction  that  it  vrill  be  an  expenditure  that  Par- 
liament will  gladly  sanction. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  express  my  entire  concurrence  in  the  following  opinion  of  deputy 
inspector-general  of  hospitals,  Henry  Marshall,  ^'  that  were  the  indigenous  inhabitants  be- 
tween 
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tween  the  age  of  20  to  40  (the  military  age)  of  a  temperate  and  salubrious  climate^  with 
^onstitutipns  generally  robust,  health  sound  and  appetite  good,  confined  to  salt  meat  rations 
for  five  days  of  the  week,  I  have  no  doubt  but  their  health  would  suffer  by  such  a  measure. 
How  much  more  pernicious  must  a  salt  meat  diet  be  among  troops  in  Jamaica !"  and  I  add, 
in  all  tropical  climates,  where  the  remote  cause  of  disease  is  commonly  active,  and  where  the 
constitutions  of  the  men  are  often  greatly  impaired  by  repeated  attacks  of  serious  disease. 

I  have^  &c. 
F.  T,'  Baring,  Esq.,  &c.  &c.  &c.  (signed)        Hotcick. 


Deal-  Sir,  Edinburgh,  19  September  1836. 

I  BAYS  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  12th  instant,  together  vnth  the  EncU  in  No.  9. 
accompanying  documents,  requesting  me  to  offer  any  suggestions  which  might  appear  expe- 
dient to  Lord  Howick  in  regard  to  the  question,  whether  it  is  advisable  that  no  proportion  of 
salt  meat  should  be  issued  to  the  army  in  the  We^t  Indies,  and  in  respect  to  the  ration  pro- 
posed by  the  auditors  for  the  troops.  In  regard  to  the  first  point,  I  take  leave  to  observe, 
that  the  total  abolition  of  salt-meat  rations,  and  the  substitution  of  fresh  meat  in  the  West 
Indies,  would  be  a  highly  advisable  measure,  should  it  be,  possible  to  adopt  this  mode  of 
rationing  troops  without  a  very  great  pecuniary  sacrifice.  As  there  seems  to  be  no  iijiso- 
perable  difficulty  in  the  way  of  abolishing  salt-meat  rations  in  Jamaica,  I  am  decidedly  of 
opinion,  that  nothing  but  fresh  meat  should  be  issued  in  that  island,  except  under  extra- 
ordinary circumstances.  There  is  no  military  command  where  the  ratio  of  mortality  among 
troops  is  so  high  as  in  Jamaica,  and  consequently  this  station  has  the  first  claim  to  the 
ad<^tion  of  whatever  means  of  preserving  the  health  of  the  troops  which  promises  to  be  in 
anydegree  beneficial. 

The  paramount  cause  of  disease  in  the  coast  garrisons  of  Jamaica  has  no  doubt  an  epi- 
demic origin,  which  is  little  under  human  control ;  but  still  niuch  ^ood  may  be  done  by 
obviating  as  fiur  as  is  possible  the  exciting  or  occasional  causes,  such  as  improper  diet,  an 
impure  atmosphere  from  crowded  barracks,  intemperance,  &c^&c.&c.;  it  has  been  found  that 
the  ratio  of  mortaUty  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  greatly  exceeds  that  of  the  com- 
missioned officers,  whose  diet  and  barrack  accommodation  are  mucn  better  than  those  of  the 
men,  which  circumstance,  with  otiier  statistical  fticts  and  results,  induce  me  to  hope  that  the 
health  of  the, troops  may  be  materially  benefited  by  improving  the  rations,  and  in  other 
respects  devoting  much  attention  to  their  comforts.  The  objections  to  salt  rations  are  of  a 
much  more  general  nature  than  is  alleged  by  the  auditors  to  the  troops,  namely,  being  diffi- 
cult of  digestion  and  liable  to  great  loss  by  cookii^,  although  these  are  not  to  be  consi- 
dered unimportant  circumstances.  It  may  also  be  observed,  that  the  issue  of  the  rice, 
peas,  sugar  and  cocoa,  included  in  the  present  ration,  was  issued  for  the  purpose  of  affording 
a  due  admixture  of  vegetable  nutriment  to  the  bad  effects  of  sdlt  meat ;  fennaceous  ingesta 
are  required  to  be  eaten  with  beef-steaks  as  well  as  vrith  salt  junk. 

Were  the  indigenous  inhabitantsr  betw'een  the  ages  of  20  and  40  (the  military  age)  of  a 
temperate- and  isalubrious  climate  confined  to  salt  meat  rations  for  five  days  of  the  week, 
I  Iwve  -no  doubt  that  their  health  would  suffer  by  such  a  measure.  The  constitutions  of 
these  people  are  generally  robust,  the  health  sound  and  the  appetite  good.  How  much 
more  pmiicions  must  a  salt  meat  diet  be  among  troops  in  Jamaica,  where  the  remote  cause 
of  disease  is  commonly  active,  and  where  the  constitutions  of  the  men  are  often  greatly 
impmred  by  repeated  attacks  of  serious  diseases !  It  appears  by  the  numerical  returns,  that 
there  are  about  two  admissions  annually  into  hospital  for  every  man  on  the  strength,  firom 
wluck  it  may  be  inferred  that  there  will  always  be  a  considerable  portion  of  a  corps  whose 
heahh  is  not  robust,  and  who  are  more  or  less  in  a  convalescent  or  infirm  state.  To  men 
under  soch  circumstances  salt  rations  must  obviously  be  very  unsuitable ;  but  even,  in  a 
moral  point  of  view,  1  entertain  a  sanguine  hope  that  the  issuing  of  fi-esh  rations,  and  other- 
wise attending  to  the  wel&re  ofsoUiers^  may  be  a  marked  advantage,  by  showing  to  all 
ranks  that  thenr  well-being  is  cared  for;  and  that,  within  our  bounds,  whatever  means  may 
be  deemed  calculated  to  resist  the  influence  of  an  insalubrious  climate  will  be  adopted ; 
unif<Miiiity  in  the  composition  of  rations  majr  in  some  respects  be  desirable ;  but  if  it  snould 
be  considered  inexpedient  to  abolirii  salt  rations  in  the  Windward  and  Leeward  Islands,  the 
mere  want  of  uniformity  should  not  prevent  that  measure  firom  being  adopted  in  Jamaica. 
The  climates  of  these  two  commands  ure  not  uniform  or  equal  in  regard  to  salubrity;  and 
consequently,  when  there  is  no  uniformity  in  that  important  respect,  a  strict  uniformity  in 
recMl  to  the  ration  of  troops  is  not  imperiously  demanded* 

The  ration  proposed  by  the  auditors  for  the  troops  is  a  considerable  improvement  upon 
the  present  ration.  I  hope,  however,  should  it  be  adopted  for  the  Windward  and  Leeward 
Islands,  that  it  will  be  only  a  temporary  measure,  as  I  trust  that  salt  rations  will  eventually 
be,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  totally  abolished  in  the  West  Indies.  Four  ounces  of  rice 
are^  I  think,  amply  sufficient  to  be  issued  along  with  a  pound  of  firesh  beef. 

I  remain,  &c 
LSulivan,Esq.   .  .  (signed)        H.  MarskaU. 
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No.  10. 


Sir,  Commissariat,  West  Indies,  Barbados,  28  August  1836. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Treasury,  copy  of  a  schedule  of  tenders  received  for  the  supply  of  fresh  beef  for  the 
troops  in  this  command,  from  1st  January  1837  to  31st  March  1840,  together  with  the  news- 
paper in  which  the  advertisement  calling  for  them  was  first  inserted. 

I  likewise  enclose,  certified  by  the  senior  naval  officer  in  whose  presence  they  were  opened, 
a  schedule  of  such  of  the  offers  received  as  related  to  the  supply  of  the  navy  vnth  this 
article,  during  the  same  {>eriod,  at  those  stations  where  the  ships  of  war  usually  stop  for  any 
ength  of  timci  and  to  which  alone,  I  am  of  opinion,  it  would  be  to  the  advantage  of  the 
public  to  extend  the  contract. 

Having  received  a  representation  from  the  Lieutenant-governor  of  one  of  the  colonies  that 
if  the  issues  of  fresh  meat  to  the  troops  were  increased,  it  would  favourably  influence  the 
price,  I  caused  an  addition  to  be  made  to  the  advertisement  with  this  view,  but  the  efiect  has 
oeen  trifling. 

The  result,  however,  of  the  whole  is  very  satisfactory,  and  the  price  of  fresh  beef  is  now 
brought  so  near  to  that  of  salt  beef,  , 

The  former  being      -----.--  6*60  per  lb. 
Or  in  the  event  of  increased  issues     -        -        -        -        -  6*40    „ 
Whilst  the  present  invoice  price  of  salt  beef  is      -        -        -  6*13    „ 

that  the  difierence  of  cost  vrill  not  probably  be  regarded  by  their  Lordships  as  being  any 
longer  an  obstacle  to  the  troops  in  the  West  Indies  receiving  such  additional  supphes  of  this 
article  as  may  be  thought  desirable  by  the  military  authorities ;  and  the  major-general  com- 
manding having  informed  me  that  he  has  written  to  the  commander-in-chief  communicating 
his  views  on  the  subject,  I  enclose  herewith  a  memorandum  showing  what  would  be  the 
efiect  of  increased  issues  according  to  the  different  systems  likely  to  come  under  consi- 
deration, by  one  of  which  it  will  oe  seen,  that,  owing  to  the  troops  being  now  permitted 
to  retain,  on  occasions  when  they  receive  extra  issues  of  a  frill  ration  of  fresh  meat,  the 
articles  which  are  given  in  lieu  of  a  diminished  ration  of  salt  meat,  the  expense  to  the  public 
vrill  actually  be  diminished  by  increased  fixed  issues  of  firesh  meat,  which  would  render  these 
extra  deliveries  unnecessary. 

The  saving  to  the  public  on  the  present  system  of  issue  consequent  upon  this  reduction  of 
price  for  army  and  na.vy  is  as  follows : 


The  cost  of  745,876  lbs.  actually  issued  to  the  troops 
during  the  12  months  ending  31st  May  last,  at 
various  prices,  amounted  to  - 

The  same  quantity  at  6 1  J.  per  lb.  is         -        .        * 

Annual  saving  on  issues  to  the  troops        ... 

The  consumption  of  the  navy  is  uncertain,  but  the  dif- 
ference between  the  present  price  of  10  d.  and  the 
future  one  ofe^d.  per  lb.  (to  be  paid  to  the  same 
parties  who  now  supply  the  ships  of  war  at  the 
former  rate)  calculated  upon  what  has  latterly  been 
the  actual  consumption  according  to  the  best  in- 
formation I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  vrill  amount  to 

Total  saving  per  annum  for  army  and  navy       -      £. 

Or  for  3  J  years,  the  whole  period  of  the  contract      £. 


24,041  15     8 
20,200  11     - 


3,841     4     8 


1,200     -     - 


6,041     4     8 


16,384     -     2 


Should  it  be  determined  that  the  supply  of  fi^sh  meat  to  the  troops  is  to  be  increased,  I 
would  beg  to  point  out  the  necessity  of  countermanding  the  shipment  from  England  of  an 
equal  quantity  of  the  salt  m^t  included  in  the  estimate  which  accompanied  the  letter  of 
the  2d  ult.,  as  it  would  be  attended  in  this  climate  with  risk  of  loss  if  the  whole  supply 
demanded  were  in  that  case  to  be  forwarded.  The  contracts  will  be  transmitted  by  the 
next  mail. 


A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq,,  &c.  &c.  &c. 


I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         William  Filder^  d.  c.  o. 
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ESTIMATE  of  the  diflPerence  of  Cost  between  the  Meat  Ration  to  European  Troops  in  the  West     End  in  No  lo 
Indies  for  One  Year,  according  to  the  present  mtem  of  issue,  and  what  it  would  be  by  substitut- 
ing two  days'  Fresh  Beef  in  lieu  of  two  days*  Salt  Beef,  calculated  at  the  new  contract  price  of 
Fresh  Beef  and  the  latest  invoice  prices  of  Salt  Meat. 


Cost  on  present  system ;  viz. — 

3  days'  fresh  beef, 
s     „    salt  ditto, 
3    „    salt  pork. 


) 


per  week. 


Or,  annually,  including  48,006  extra  issues  of  fresh  meat,  the  average  number  allowed  to  troops  newly 
arrived,  or  when  sickness  prevails ;  viz. — 

^^9991  rations  fresh  beef,  at  6^(/.  per  ration         «        •        . 
5^59^^S       y>      salt  beef,  at  6-13 rf.        „  •        .        - 

889,689       „      salt  pork,  at  2*86£f.        „  ... 


But  to  this  should  be  added  the  proportiouate  value  of  the  small  ration  of  rice, 
sugar,  &c.  which  the  European  troops  now  retain  when  they  receive  extra  issues 
rffi^  beef  two  days  in  the  week;  that  is,  they  give  up  on  one  of  those  davs 
9f  oz.  salt  poik  in  lieu  of  16  oz.  <^  fresh  beef,  retaining  at  the  same  time  the 
articles  which  are  granted  in  lieu  of  the  diminished  ration  of  salt  pork ;  but 
these  extra  issues  of  fresh  meat  would  no  longer  be  necessary  when  the  allow^ 
ance  is  increased  permanently  to  four  days  in  the  week  •        -        .        .        . 


£. 

«. 

d. 

17.956 

- 

n 

14,945 

I 

4t 

10,603 

2 

6i 

43,503 

4 

-i 

Cost  of  the  meat  radon  for  one  year,  substituting  two  days'  fresh  beef  for  two 
days*  salt  beef,  being  weekly — 

4  days'  nresh  beef, 

3    „     salt  pork;  £.        t.    d. 

Or,  annually,  I,fa4,ii3  rations  nresh  beef  at  6*40 (^.  per  ration  33,643    -    3 

9^3>69a      »       saltpoA    ata'86J.       „         10,888    3    3 


Annual  decrease  of  cost  by  issuing  two  additional  days'  fresh  meati    £^ 
per  wedc,  to  Eur<^>ean  troops,  in  lieu  of  two  days'  salt  beef      -J 


278    6    i| 


43,781  10    if 


43*531     3    6 


350    6    7i 


The  salt  meat  the  troops  would  thus  receive  would  be  aU  of  one  sort,  but  not  more  of  that  descrip- 
tion than  they  now  receive. 


ESTIMATE  of  the  difference  of  Cost  of  the  Meat  Ration  for  One  Year  on  the  present  svstem  of 
issue,  and  what  it  would  be  by  substituting  two  days'  Fresh  Beef  for  one  day's  Salt  beef  and 
one  day's  Salt  Fork,  allowing  the  troops  to  retain  the,  small  ration  which  they  now  receive  every 
day  in  the  week  in  lieu  of  the  diminished  ration  of  Salt  Pork  on  three  days  in  the  week ;  that  is, 
they  woiUd  give  up  on  one  of  the  additional  fresh  meat  days  9^  oz.  Pork,  and  receive  in  lieu  16  oa. 
Fresh  Beef. 


Cost  on  present  system,  as  stated  in  first  item       -        -        - 
Cost,  substituting  two  days'  fresh  beef  for  one  day's  salt  beef  and  one  day's  salt 
pofk,  being  weekly — 

4  days'  fresh  beef, 
1     „    salt  beef, 
3     „    salt  pork; 
Or,  annually,  £.       s,    d. 

1,234,1 1 3  rations  fresh  beef,  at  6'^od.  per  ration      -    33,643    -    3 
304,564      „     salt  beef,    at6-i3rf.        „  -      7,770    1    5? 

609,138      „     salt  poric,   at  8*86  </«        „  -      7,358  15    6 


Increased  cost  per  annum  if  allowed  to  retain  all  the  small  rations  •        -        - 
But  if  the  truops  give  up  a  corresponding  proportion  of  the  small  ration,  this 
sum  would  be  ^minisned  by-        •        -        -        -        -- 

Making  increased  cost,  by  substituting  two  days'  fresh  beef  for  one*] 
day's  salt  beef  and  one  day's  salt  pork,  the  trbops  giving  up  a  I  £• 
proportionate  part  of  the  small  ration      ....        .J 


£.       s.    d. 
43.503    4    -J 


47,680  17     3J 


4»177  13    2 
3,541  10    4j 


636    3    gi 


This  would,  however,  render  it  necessary  to  make  a  difRsr^t  and  an  inconvenient  arrangement  of  the 
ration  of  small  articles  for  every  day  in  the  week. 


Commissariat,  West  Indies, 

Barbados,  33  August  1836. 

154. 


I  2 


(signed)  William  Fildcr.  n.  c.  o. 

Cost 

Digitized  by 


Google 


68 


CORRESPONDENCE  RELATING  TO  ISSUE  OF  FRESH  MEAT 


Cost  of  articles  composing  the  small  ration  for  European  Troops  for  one  week : 

On  fresh  meat  days — two  days  per  week : 
Rice     -•      - 
Sugar  ------ 

Cocoa  -.-•-- 


On  salt  beef  days: 
Sugar  • 
Cocoa  • 
Peas     - 

On  salt  pork  days: 
Sugar  - 
Cocoa  - 
Peas     • 


£.  t. 
35  »3 
15  8 

lO  13 

d. 

£.   «. 
6i  13 

55    3 
83  15 

d. 
9i 
6 

15  8 

lO  13 
39   3 

8| 
9k 

33  3 
15  18 

43  »4 

3i 

7 

' 

£. 

199  " 

loV 

^.B.— The  black  troops  and  the  wives  and  children  of  European  officers  and  soldiers  do  not  receive 

any  fresh  meat,  and  are  not  included  in  the  foregoing  calculauons.  ,^  _, 

^  °     **  fF.  F.,  D.  c.  o. 


SCHEDULE  of  Tikdseb  received  for  tlie  Supply  of  Fkish  Biif  for  the  lue  of  bis  Majetty'i  Troops  in  the  Windward  and 
Leeward  Islands  and  Colonies,  and  Ships  and  Vessels  at  Barbados,  Trinidad  and  Grenada,  from  1st  January  1837  to  Slst  March 
1840,  indnsiTely,  agreeably  to  PuUic  Advertisement,  dated  19th  March  1836. 


I 


PERSON 
TENDERING. 


I 


J 


1 


Ships  and 
Vessels  at 


REBIARKS. 


d. 


d. 


10. 
11. 


Michael  Cavan  &  Co.  - 
Henry  £c  Chas.  Moore 
Henry  Amot  &  Co     - 


m 


m 


7A 


9« 


6ft 


m 


Charles  St.  Bernard   - 
Francis  La  Banie 
John  Shine 

Thomas  Rich  &  Co.  - 
Nathaniel  A.  Harris    - 


Alex.  M'Alister 

P.  Guthrie 
Robert  Dyett     - 


{ 


8i 


H 


H 


ett 


9i, 


r.  .  If  the  number 
I  of  issuing  days  be 
(incressed,  thai  at 
l6|d.perlb. 

-  If  the  number 

I  of  issuing  days  be 

nased,       these 

rates  would  be  de« 

.creased  ft. 


{--The  whole  o^ 
these  stations  toire- 
ther. 
/--Taldngthesta- 
Itions  separatdy. 
T-  -  If  the  number 
<  of  da3r8  of  issue  be 
(increased,  6^d, 
--8}<f.  perlb.  at 
MontserraL 


U 


Certified,  That  Tendens  No.  1  to  11.  have  this  day  been  opened  in  our  presence,  and  that  Tender,  No.  I,  from  AFichael 
Cavan  &  Co.,  at  6Jrf.  per  lb.,  for  the  Command,  and  for  his  Majesty^s  Ships  and  Vessds  at  Barbados^  Trinidad  and  Graiada,  is 
the  lowest.  **.•«-, 


Commissariat,  West  Indies,  Barbados,\ 
21  July  1836.  J 

(Examined.) 
(signed)         Chat  Swatn,  d.a.c.o 

(Approved.) 
(signed)         Lionel  Smith,  M.a. 


(signed)         mif»  FUder,  d.c.o. 


(agned) 
(signed) 


Cha,  B,  Strong,  Capt.  of  H.  M.  Ship  Bclvidera. 
S.  R.  Warren,  Asst  Mil.  See. 


(A  true  copy.) 
(signed)         Cha/t  Swain,  D.a.c.0 


NAVV. 
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NAVY. 


Schedule  of  Tenders  received  for  the  3upply  of  Fresh  Beef,  for  the  use  of  His  Majesty's  Ships 
and  Vessels  at  Barbados,  Trinidad  and  Grenada,  from  1st  January  1837  to  31st  March  1840; 
agreeably  to  Public  Advertisement,  dated  19th  March  1836. 


No.  of 
Tender. 

Penons  Tendering. 

BuiMdoi. 

Tiinidad. 

GxemuU. 

REMARKS. 

Army,  sterling,  per  lb. 

d. 

d. 

^r 

'  -  -  For  the  troops  throughout 
the    command,    and  for    his 
Majesty's  vessels  at  the  sta- 

1. 

Michael  Cavan  &  Co. 

Oi 

6i 

6J 

tions,  together,  at  6  J  J. ;  but  if 
the  number  of  days  in  the  week 
on  which  fresh  meat  is  issued 
to  the  troops  be  increased,  then 

2. 

Charles  St.  Bernard  * 

« 

. 

7i 

L  the  price  to  be  6y  J.  per  lb. 

3- 

Francis  La  Banie      - 

. 

7 

7 

4- 

John  Shine      -        -        - 

. 

6 

5- 

Alexander  M'Alister 

- 

71 

7i 

f  -  -  For  either  station   sepa* 
\  rately,  8^. 

j  -  -  If  the  number  of  days  of 
\  issue  be  increased,  6^d.  per 
lb. 

6. 

P.Guthrie      ... 

•         • 

•                 • 

6J 

Certified,  That  the  above  tenders  have  this  day  been  opened  in  our  presence,  and  that  tender 
No.  1,  from  Michael  Cavan  &  Co,,  at  6id.  per  lb.  is  the  most  advantageous  to  the  public,  and 
is  accepted. 


Commissariat,  West  Indies,! 
Barbados,  21  July  1836.  / 

(signed)        Charles  B.  Strong,  Captain  of  H.  M.  Ship  Belvidera, 

(Examined.).  Cha*  Sxoann,  d.a.c.o. 


(signed)  WiUiam  FUder,  d.  c.  g. 


Sir,  Commissariat,  West  Indies,  Barbados,  4  Sept.  1836. 

Agr:ebably  to  the  commands  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury, 
communicated  by  your  letter  of  the  23d  July,  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit,  enclosed,  for 
their  Lordships*  information,  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  addressed  to  the  Government  Secretary 
of  British  Guiana,  in  answer  to  one  referred  to  in  the  letter  from  Mr.  Stephen,  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State,  of  10th  March  last,  relative  to  the  supply  of  fresh  meat  to  the  troops  in 
that  colony ;  these  two  letters  were  the  only  correspondence  that  took  place  on  the  occasion, 
and  th^y  were  both  communicated  by  me  to  Major-general  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  at  that  time 
commanding  the  forces  in  the  West  Indies,  who  concurred  with  me  in  the  opinion  I  expressed 
on  the  subject. 

It  did  not  appear  to  me  to  be  necessary  upon  the  principle  of  public  competition,  or  ad- 
visable in  other  respects,  to  fix  a  rate,  as  suggested  by  the  Lieutenant-governor  of  British 
Guiana,  exceeding  which  no  tenders  were  to  be  received ;  but  in  consequence  of  this  repre- 
sentation from  his  Excellency,  I  caused  an  addition  to  be  made  to  the  advertisement,  which 
has  since  been  published,  inviting  parties  tendering  to  state  what  their  terms  would  be  if  the 
issues  of  fresh  meat  to  the  troops  were  increased,  and  offering  every  facility  for  the  payment 
of  the  accounts  on  the  spot ;  but  only  two  tenders  were  received  from  Guiana,  of  which  one 
was  at  7  rf.  and  the  other  at  7|  rf.  per  lb. 

The  price  of  fresh  beef  at  Trinidad  and  Demerara  is  very  much  lower  than  in  any  other 
of  the  West  India  colonies,  and  it  enables  the  parties  who  have  the  contract  for  the  supply 
of  the  whole  command  to  furnish  the  meat  in  tliose  colonies  which  do  not  possess  the  same 
advantages  in  this  respect  at  a  rate  which  they  could  not  otherwise  do ;  and  a  reference  to 
the  schedule  of  tenders,  which  was  transmitted  with  my  letter  of  23d  ultimo,  will  show  that 
no  conceivable  terms  for  British  Guiana  alone  could  have  made  it  to  the  interest  of  the 
public  to  reject  the*  proposal  which  has  been  accepted  at  6  Jc?.  per  lb.  for  all  the  stations 
together,  and  to  take  the  next  lowest  offers  for  each  of  them  separately,  which  in  that  case 
would  have  been  necessary.  The  price  of  fresh  meat  has  now,  for  the  first  time  in  the  West 
Indies,  been  brought  as  low  as  that  of  one  description  of  salt  meat  supplied  from  England, 
and  this  will  no  doubt  lead  to  increased  issues,  of  which  the  colony  of  Demerara  will  de- 
rive, it  is  to  be  presumed,  the  advantages  anticipated  by  his  Excellency  Sir  James  Car- 
michael  Smyth.  I  j^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^  ^^  ^^^ 

Alexander  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.  (signed)         WiUiam  Filder,  d.  c.  g, 

&c.  &c.  &c.  ^ 


No.  11. 


'-^^7. 


154- 


13 


Sir, 
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Sir,  Commissariat,  West  Indies,  Barbados,  34  Feb.  1836. 

End.  in  No,  ii.  I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  this  day  of  your  letter  of  23d  December 
last,  informing  me,  by  command  of  his  Excellency  the  Lieutenant-governor  of  British 
Guiana,  ^f  the  practicability  of  obtaining  in  that  colony  fresh  beef  of  superior  qualitv  for 
the  use  of  the  troops,  and  to  request  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  state  to  his  Excellency 
that  when  tenders  for  this  article  of  supply  were  last  called  for,  it  was  open  to  parties  to 
make  offers  either  for  Berbice  or  Demerara  separately  from  every  other  station  in  the  West 
Indies,  and  the  opportunity  will  shortly  be  agiain  -afforded  them  of  doing  so,  when  they  will 
be  at  liberty  to  suomit  such  proposals  as  they  please  with  respect  to  the  terms  on  which 
they  would  engage  to  furnish  increased  quantities ;  but  it  is  not  the  practice  either  here  or 
in  England  to  nave  a  principal  contractor  for  each  detached  post  or  company  of  troops  in 
the  same  district,  and  the  public  service  would,  I  am  of  opinion,  be  exposed  to  risk  and 
inconvenience  in  several  respects  by  such  minute  subdivision  of  the  agreements. 

,  I  have,  &c. 

H.  E.  F.  Young,  Esq.,  Government  Secretary.        (signed)         William  Filder,  d.  c.  g. 

(A  true  copy.) 
(signed)         Charles  Siaann,  d.  a.  c.  g. 


My  Lords,  Audit  Office,  Somerset-place,  18  October  1836. 

No.  12.  We  nave  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  undermentioned  papers,  referred 

hy  your  Lordships'  orders  of  the  12th  instant  for  our  consideration  and  early  report;  viz.,  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  at  War,  dated  30th  September  1836,  further  respectmg  nis  proposal 
wholly  to  discontinue  tne  issue  of  salt  meat  to  the  troops  in  tropical  climates,  and  generally 
as  to  the  description  of  the  ration  which  it  may  be  proper  to  fix  for  those  climates;  likewise 
offering  observations  upon  our  report  of  the  17th  Au^st  1836,  No.  258,  on  the  above  sub- 
jects ;  a  letter  from  Deputy  Copimissary-general  Filder,  dated  Barbados,  23d  August 
1836,  transmitting  tenders  for  contracts  for  the  supply  of  fresh  beef  to  th6  troops  in  the 
Windward  and  Leeward  Island  command,  from  1st  January  1837  to  3l8t  March  1840, 
together  with  estimates  of  the  comparative  expense  of  the  ration  at  present  issued,  and  that 
which  might  be  adopted,  with  a  view  to  an  extended  issue  of  fresh  meat,  under  the  reduction 
effected  by  the  new  contract  in  the  price  of  that  article. 

The  Secretary  at  War  in  his  present  letter  again  ui^s  the  reasons  advanced  in  his  former 
communication  to  Mr.  Baring,  of  the  20th  June  1836,  for  the  discontinuance  of  salt  meat 
as  part  of  the  ration  to  the  troops  in  tropical  climates,  to  the  effect,  namely,  that  the  con- 
siderations of  expense  in  the  first  cost  of  the  ration  to  be  issued,  and  of  uniformity  in  the 
description  of  the  ration,  are  of  secondary  importance  to  that  of  the  health  and  efficiency  of 
the  troops,  and  that  the  countervailing  saving  to  be  effected  from  the  amelioration  of  the 
present  system,  in  that  and  other  respects,  wnl  probably  render  the  proposed  measure  ulti- 
mately less  expensive  than  it  might  at  first  sight  appear  likely  to  prove.  The  Secretary  at 
War  admits  that  the  new  ration  proposed  in  our  report  of  17th  August  1836,  for  the  Wmd- 
ward  and  Leeward  Island  command,  would,  after  decreasing  the  quantity  of  rice  to  be 
issued  from  five  to  four  ounces  per  day,  be  a  decided  improvement  upon  the  present  ration, 
although  he  states  that  he  should  as  decidedly  object  to  the  adoption  of  the  ration  suggested 
by  us  as  a  permanent  one;  and  his  Lordship  expresses  the  strongest  opinion,  that  at  Jamaica 
the  salt  meat  ration  should  be  wholly  and  at  once  discontinued ;  suggesting,  at  the  same 
time,  that  if  your  Lordships  should  deem  it  advisable  in  the  first  instance  to  adopt  the 
ration  as  proposed  by  us  for  the  Windward  and  Leeward  Islands,  temporarily,  upon  all 
tropical  stations,  except  Jamaica,  the  officers  in  command  of  the  several  colonies,  after 
consultation  with  the  commissaries  with  regard  to  the  means  of  obtaining  supplies  of  various 
descriptions,  and  with  the  medical  officers  and  officers  in  command  of  regiments  as  to  what 
is  likely  to  be  most  conducive  to  the  health,  and  not  unsatisfactory  to  the  tastes  of  the  men, 
whether  black  or  white,  should  be  directed  to  give  this  important  subject  their  best  attention, 
and  to  send  full  reports,  for  the  consideration  of  his  Majesty's  Government,  of  what  may  be 
considered  the  ration  best  adapted  to  each  station,  with  reference  to  its  climate,  and  the 
diseases  which  principally  affect  the  troops. 

Upon  which  we  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  from  the  information  contained  in  Mr.  Filder's 
letter,  it  appears  that  the  cost  of  fresh  meat  in  the  Windward  and  Leeward  Island  command 
will  now  be  reduced  by  the  new  contracts  from  its  former  average  of  about  8rf.  per  lb.  to 
6|d.,  or  with  increased  issues  6*40 ri.  per  lb.  for  the  whole  command;  and  that  so  far,  there- 
fore, as  our  former  report  related  to  the  additional  charge  which  would  arise  in  respect  of 
that  command,  out  of  the  plan  proposed  by  the  Secretary  at  War  for  the  issue  of  fresh 
meat  exclusively,  the  question  becomes  very  much  altered  Dv  the  present  communication ; 
but  with  respect  to  the  principle  therein  advanced,  that,  if  fresh  meat  alone  were  to  be  issued, 
the  ration  would,  in  that  case,  according  to  the  general  regulation  of  the  service,  consist 
simply  of  1  lb.  of  fresh  meat  and  1  lb.  of  bread,  and  that,  therefore,  the  soldier  would  not 
then  De,  in  our  opinion,  so  well  off  as  he  would  be  by  the  adoption  of  the  ration  proposed 
by  us,  we  see  no  reason  for  changing  our  former  opinion. 

It  appears,  however,  that  the  Secretary  at  War,  in  recommending  the  issue  of  fresh  meat 
exclusively,  did  not  contemplate  that  the  small  articles  composing  part  of  the  present  ration 
with  salt  meat  should  be  altogether  given  up  by  the  soldier;  we  may,  however,  remark  on 
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this  part  of  the  subject^  that,  supposing  the  ration  before  suggested  by  us  (with  four  ounces 
of  rice  instead  of  five  on  fresh  meat  days)  were  adopted  m  the  Wmdwsird  and  Leeward 
Island  command,  the  additional  expense,  which  we  then  computed  at  about  9,000  L  a  year, 
would  now  be  diminished,  in  consequence  of  the  reduction  in  the  price  of  fresh  beef,  to  about 
d,000/.  a  year,  and  that  if  fresh  meat  exclusively  were  issued  on  that  station,  and  the  small 
articles  of  the  ration,  as  at  present  issued,  retained,  the  additional  expense  would,  according 
to  the  number  of  rations  now  stated  by  Mr.  Filder,  as  the  total  issuable  in  the  command, 
and  from  the  difference  between  the  cost  of  the  present  ration  of  salt  pork  and  that  of  the 
pound  of  fi«sh  meat,  even  under  the  approaching  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  latter  article, 
be  raised,  according  to  our  present  calculation,  to  about  13,000/.  a  year. 

In  case,  however,  your  Lordships  should  be  disposed  to  concur  in  the  opinion  expressed 
by  the  Secretary  at  War,  that  the  uniformity  of  the  -ration  at  different  stations,  or  its  cost, 
is  only  a  matt^  of  secondary  consideration,  and  that  in  each  case  the  ration  which  may, 
after  due  inquiry,  be  deemed  best  calculated  to  ensure  the  health  of  the  soldier,  without 
much  reference  to  comparative  expense,  should  be  adopted,  the  question  will  then,  as  we 
apj^ebend,  no  longer  be  in  so  great  a  degree  a  question  of  expense  or  of  uniformity  of  prac- 
tice, but  rather  a  subject  to  1^  ultimately  settled  according  to  the  best  opinions  of  such 
medical  officers,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  as  have  served  most  on  tropical  stations ;  and 
whenever  it  may  have  been  determined  what  is  the  most  desirable  ration,  and  what  propor- 
tions of  other  articles,  besides  fresh  meat  and  bread,  are  to  be  issued,  we  might  probably  be 
able  to  furnish  your  Lordships  vmh  a  rough  estimate  of  the  expense ;  but  even  then  an  es- 
timate could,  we  conceive,  be  neither  so  accurate  nor  founded  on  such  recent  information  as 
might  be  obtained  by  means  of  special  reference  to  the  foreign  stations  respectively ;  we 
therefore  submit,  that,  in  requiring  the  proposed  reports  from  officers  commanding  at  stations 
to  which  this  inquiry  may  extend,  full  information  should  be  called  for  with  respect  to  the 
prices  of  .the- articles  available  for  the  ration,  particularly  those  smaller  ones  wnich  might 
constitute  a  pcMrtion  of  it,  with  respect  to  which  we  certainly  concur  in  opinion  with  the 
Secretary  at  War,  that,  provided  the  addition  of  such  articles  is  to  be  carried  to  any  extent* 
the  soldier  would  be  more  likely  to  be  retained  in  a  good  state  of  health,  if  the  whole  of  the 
meat  issued  to  him  were  fresh,  than  if  any  portion  consisted  of  salt  beef  or  pork. 

Upon  the  suggestion  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  that  in  the  proposed  inquiry  attention  should 
be  particularly  directed  to  the  question  whether  "  a  larger  proportion  of  vegetable  diet  may 
not  be  given  m  lieu  or  in  diminution  of  the  spirits,"  your  Lordships  are  aware  that  at  the 
stations  within  the  tropics,  except  St.  Helena,  and  indeed  at  almost  all  others,  the  ration  of 
spirits  or  wine  has  been  some  time  since  commuted,  by  a  diminution  of  Id.  b.  day  in  the 
rate  of  stoppage  for  the  soldier's  ration,  which  is  but  6rf.  ^  day  instead  of  6rf.,  the  rate  when 
spirits  or  wine  were  formerly  issued. 

Upon  the  whole,  we  cannot  but  feel  that  the  objects  which  the  Secretary  at  War  is  de- 
sirous of  accomplishing  are  of  such  importance,  both  for  the  efficiency  of  the  service,  and 
upon  every  principle  of  humanity,  that  we  are  induced  to  recommend,  by  way  of  experiment, 
the  earliest  practicable  adoption  of  his  Lordship's  proposition  for  discontinuing  altogether 
the  issue  of  salt  meat  at  Jamaica,  and  hkewise,  indeed,  at  the  Windward  and  Leeward  island 
station,  the  present  time  appearing  to  be  so  favourable  for  the  experiment,  in  consequence 
of  the  price  of  fresh  meat  being  so  much  reduced;  or  if  your  Lordships  should  not  be  pre- 
pared to  go  so  far  in  the  first  instance,  we  submit,  that  the  ration  suggested  in  our  report 
of  17th  August  1836,  diminishing  the  allowance  of  rice  on  fresh  meat  days  fit)m  five  to  four 
oimces,  should  be  adopted  in  the  Windward  and  Leeward  Island  command ;  but  that  pre- 
viously to  any  more  extensive  change  in  the  ration  at  other  tropical  stations,  the  inquiries 
recommended  by  the  Secretary  at  War  should  be  made,  and  that  the  opinions  of  the  princi- 
pal  army  medical  officers,  whether  now  serving  in  the  West  Indies  or  who  have  seen  lon^ 
service  in  those  climates,  should  be  called  for,  with  a  view  to  such  further  ameliorations  as  it 
may  be  judged  most  advisable  to  adopt. 

As  the  tenders  for  the  new  contract  stipulate  that,  with  increased  issues,  namely,  from 
two  to  four  days  in  the  week,  the  price  of  fresh  beef  is  to  be  reduced  from  e^dAo  6  40  d.  per 
lb.,  we  beg  leave  to  suggest  whether,  in  case  your  Lordships  should  determine  to  sanction 
the  issue  of  fresh  beef  exclusively,  it  might  not  be  advisable  that  Mr.  Filder  should  be  di- 
rected to  inquire  and  report  to  your  Lordships  how  far  in  such  case  the  contractors  might  be 
induced  to  make  some  further  reduction  in  the  price  of  their  supplies,  and  how  soon  he 
would  be  prepared  to  adopt  the  proposed  alterations  in  the  ration. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(signed)  JF.  i.  Larpent. 

The  Right  honourable  the  Lords  Commissioners  H.  F.  LuttrelL 

of  his  Majesty's  Treasury.  Henry  ArbuthnoU 


Copy  of  Treasury  Minute,  dated  the  24th  January  1837. 
My  Lords  resume  the  consideration  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  at  War,  dated  the  No.  13. 

30th  June  last,  in  which  he  transmits  extracts  of  a  report  of  Deputy-inspector  General 
Marshall  and  Lieutenant  Tulloch,  of  the  45th  foot,  relative  to  the  diseases  and  mortality  of 
the  trobps  serving  in  the  Windward  and  Leeward  Islands  command  and  in  Jamaica;  and 
observes,  that  he  is  oonfirmed  in  the  opinion  that  the  health  of  the  soldiers  in  the  West 
Indies  is  seriously  affected  by  so  large  a  portion  of  their  diet  being  made  to  consist  of  salt 
154.  I  4  provisions; 
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provisions;  and  expresses  his  decided  opinion,  that  the  issue  of  salt  meat  should,  except  in 
cases  of  absolute  necessity,  be  entirely  discontinued  as  a  part  of  the  ordinary  ration  ot  the 
soldier  in  tropical  climates. 

His  Lordship  states,  that  he  is  aware  that  the  substitution  of  fresh  meat  for  the  very  large 
proportion  of  salt  meat,  now  issued  to  the  soldier,  may  be  considered  as  causing  a  consi^ 
derable  increase  of  expense ;  but  that  consideration,  important  as  it  is,  the  Secretary  at  War 
conceives  should  yield  to  the  higher  and  more  important  objects  of  the  health  and  efficiency 
of  the  soldier.  If  the  health  of  the  soldier  could  be  preserved  by  improved  diet,  and  his 
services  thereby  secured  for  a  longer  period,  many  expenses  of  recruiting,  transport  of 
reliefs,  &c.  &c.,  would,  in  his  Lordship's  opmion,  more  than  counterbalance  any  apparent 
augmentation  of  the  expense  of  such  improved  diet. 

The  Secretary  at  War  observes,  that  upon  a  deliberate  consideration  of  the  subject,  he 
cannot  refrain  from  urging  strongly  upon  the  attention  of  his  Mctjesty's  Government  the 
absolute  necessity  of  adopting,  without  delay,  every  practicable  measure  for  checking  the 
very  formidable  mortality  of  the  troops  in  the  West  Indian  colonies,  which,  according  to 
facts  elicited  by  recent  investigations,  amounts  to  an  annual  average  of  eight  per  cent,  in 
the  Windward  and  Leeward  Islands  command,  and  13  per  cent,  in  the  Jamaica  command 
alone ;  in  fact,  that  the  numbers  of  men  who  die  in  Jamaica  in  seven  years,  and  in  ihe  West 
Indies  in  about  12  years,  equal  the  whole  amount  of  the  forces  allotted  to  these  commands, 
without  including  the  deaths  at  sea,  or  the  return  home  of  men  invalided. 

My  Lords  also  read  again  a  report  of  the  commissioners  of  audit  of  the  17th  of  August, 
on  the  above-mentioned  letter,  in  wliich  the  commissioners  of  audit  express  their  concur- 
rence, to  a  certain  extent,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  that  an  increase  in  the 
quantity  of  fresh  meat  issued  to  the  troops  in  Jamaica  and  the  West  Indies  is  highly 
desirable,  an  opinion  which  they  had  expressed  on  a  former  occasion ;  and  that  the  facts 
generally,  and  the  arguments  now  adduced  by  his  Lordship,  are  certainly  calculated  ta 
strengthen  this  impression.  But  the  auditors  express  their  doubts  of  the  expediency  of  a 
total  discontinuance  of  issues  of  salt  meat  to  the  troops  in  these  countries,  their  objection 
resting  not  on  the  ground  of  economy  alone,  but  on  the  belief  that,  taking  into  consideration 
the  inferior  quality  of  the  fresh  meat  to  be  obtained  there,  and  the  loss  of  many  other  arti- 
cles now  composing  the  West  India  ration  which  such  a  change  must  involve,  the  measure 
would  not  be  gratifying  to  the  soldier  nor  prove  beneficial  to  his  health. 

The  auditors  state  m  detail  the  component  parts  of  the  ration  now  issued  in  the  West 
Indies  weekly,  as  follows  : — 

7  lbs.  of  bread. 

2  lbs.  of  fresh  beef  for  two  days'  issue. 

2  lbs.  salt  beef  for  two  days*  issue. 

1  lb.  11^  oz.  salt  pork,  or  three  days*  issue,  at  9^  oz.  per  day. 

10  oz.  rice  issued  with  the  fresh  beef,  at  5  oz.  per  day. 

2i  pints  of  peas  issued  with  the  salt  meat,  at  i  pint  per  day. 

9  oz.  sugar,  at  If  oz.  per  day. 

5  oz.  cocoa,  at  ^  oz.  per  day. 

The  rice,  peas,  sugar  and  cocoa  included  in  this  ration,  being  issued  for  the  purpose  or 
counteracting  any  bad  effects  from  the  salt  meat,  those  articles,  on  the  entire  substitution 
of  fresh  for  salt  meat,  the  auditors  presume,  would  be  withdrawn,  and  the  weekly  ration 
would  in  that  case  be  reduced  simply  to 

7  lbs.  bread. 
7  lbs.  meat. 

The  auditors,  in  observing  upon  the  expense  that  would  probably  result  from  the  adoption 
of  this  change,  imagine  that  My  Lords  may  hesitate  in  giving  then:  sanction  to  a  large*aug- 
mentation  of  expense  for  a  measure,  which,  for  the  reasons  they  have  pointed  out,  may  fail 
in  accomplishing  the  object  desired ;  and  they  submit  for  the  consideration  of  this  board  a 
weekly  ration,  which,  if  adopted,  will  not  be  attended  with  much  additional  expense,  whilst 
it  will  double  the  quantity  of  fresh  meat  now  issued  to  the  soldier,  make  the  salt  meat  part 
of  his  diet  more  acceptable  to  him,  and  retain  the  other  articles,  which  have  always  been 
considered  so  beneficial  to  his  health  in  tliese  climates. 

It  would  appear  that  the  principal  objection  is  directed  against  the  salt  beef  part  of  the 
ration,  as  being  difficult  of  digestion,  and  liable  to  great  loss  of  substance  in  cooking ;  the 
auditors  therefore  propose  that  the  issues  of  salt  beef  should  be  discontinued,  and  the  salt 
meat  ration  be  made  to  consist  entirely  of  pork,  and  that  the  weekly  ra^on  should  be  as 
follows : — 

7  lbs.  bread. 

4  lbs.  fresh  meat,  at  1  lb.  per  day         -        -.       -        -        -        -    4  days. 

27f  oz.  salt  pork,  at  9^oz.    -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -     .'j  days. 

1  i  lb.  rice,  to  be  issued  as  at  present  with  the  fresh  meat  -  -  4  days. 
3  half-pints  peas,  half  a  pint  with  each  issue  of  salt  pork  -  -  3  days. 
9  oz.  sugar. 

5  oz.  cocoa. 

The  commissioners  of  audit,  however,  advert  to  a  complaint  that  was  alluded  to  in  a 
former  report  from  them,  that  the  ration  of  salt  pork^  when  reduced  by  boiling,  was  very 
insufficient  in  quantity — a  statement  which  seems  to  be  not  without  some  foundation ;  and 
they  suggest  that  probably  My  Lords  may  consequently  feel  disoosed  to  increase  the  ration 
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of  pork  from  9^  oi.  to  12  oz,,  although  this  inciieaBe  in  the  quantity  will  augment  the* 
expense  about  2,600  Z.  per  annum ;  they  also  suggest  that  the  daily  issue  of  5  oz.  of  rice 
might  with  propriety  be  reduced  to  4  oz. 

The  preceding  observations  of  the  auditors  relate  to  the  Windward  and  Leeward  Islands 
coQunand  only.  With  respect  to  Jamaica,  it  appears  that  the  price  of  fresh  meat  in  Jamaica 
18  now  so  reasonable,  as  to  raider  the  difference  between  the  cost  of  salt  meat  and  fresh 
meat  very  trifling ;  as  regards  Jamaica,  therefore,  no  objection  on  the  ground  of  economy 
would  appear  to  present  itself  to  the  proposition  of  the  Secretary  at  War.  The  auditors, 
however,  are  of  opinion,  as  well  on  account  of  the  advantages  which  they  consider  that  the 
ration  proposed  by  them  for  the  Windward  and  Leeward  Islands  derives  from  the  various 
articles  which  enter  into  its  composition,  as  for  the  sake  of  uniformity  between  the  ration  of 
die  West  Indies  and  that  of  Jamaica  (with  the  exception  of  coffee  for  cocoa),  which  this 
Board  by  their  minute  of  the  20th  August  1835  have,  in  concurrence  with  the  Secretary  at 
War  and  General  commanding  in  chief,  declared  to  be  necessary  to  maintain,  that  whatever 
may  be  now  determined  upon  with  respect  to  the  ration  of  the  former  station  should  be 
made  to  apply  to  the  latter. 

The  auditors,  in  conclusion,  offer  sonle  remarks  respecting  the  component  parts  of  the 
ration  as  at  present  iesued  at  Honduras,  Bahamas,  Sierra  Leone,  Gambia  and  St.  Helena. 
The  Secretary  at  War,  to  whom  the  report  of  the  commissioners  of  audit  was  referred, 
Implies  in  his  letter  of  the  30th  September  last,  that  he  did  not  contemplate  that  the  other 
articles  issued  with  the  bread  and  meat  rations  should  be  altogether  discontinued,  because 
the  issue  of  salt  meat  was  considered  inexpedient ;  his  Lordship  never  considered  that  the 
issue  of  rice,  peas,  sugar,  cocoa,  &c.  was  made  as  an  antidote  to  the  bad  effects  of  salt 
meat,  but  as  affording  that  due  admixture  of  vegetable  nutriment  necessary  to  health,  whe- 
ther the  meat  be  fresh  or  salt. 

The  ration  which  the  auditors  have  proposed  of  four  days'  fresh  meat,  and  three  days'  salt 
pork  (increasing  the  quantity  of  the  pork  ration  from  ^  oz.  to  12  oz.,  and  decreasing  the  quan- 
tity of  rice  from  6  to  4  oz.),  the  Secretary  at  War  admits  to  be  a  decided  improvement  upon 
the  present  ration.  With  regard  to  Jamaica,  his  Lordship  is  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the 
salt  meat  ration  should  be  discontinued  without  delay;  and  although  he  as  decidedly  disap- 
proves of  the  ration  proposed  by  the  auditors  being  adopted  as  a  permanent  measure  for  the 
west  Indies  and  other  tropical  climates,  the  Secretary  at  War  is  not  disposed  to  press  this 
objection,  if  My  Lords  should  think  proper  to  direct  its  adoption,  until  reference  can  be  made 
to  the  colonies,  and  the  opinions  and  suggestions  of  the  officers  there  can  be  obtained. 

Whether  the  soldier  be  in  future  furnished  with  fresh  or  salt  meat,  the  Secretary  at  War 
^  thinks  that  the  women  and  children  permitted  by  regulation  to  draw  rations  should  receive 
their  daily  proportion  of  the  meat,  whether  fresh  or  salt,  which  is  issued  to  the  soldier, 
according  to  the  obvious  intention  of  his  Majesty's  warrant  of  July  1830. 

His  Lordship  further  observes  upon  the  head  of  expense,  that  the  cost  to  the  public  at 
present  is  not  only  the  actual  charge  of  the  ration,  but  the  further  heavy  expenses  of  hos- 
pital treatment,  of  sending  home  and  pensioning  invalided  men,  and  of  raising,  disciplining 
and  transporting  reliefs ;  and  every  improvement  of  health  and  saving  of  life  by  better  diet 
will  diminish  these  expenses,  and  in  that  degree  reduce  the  aggregate  charge  to  the  public 
for  such  better  diet ;  but  even  if  the  proposed  measure  should  be  ultimately  found  expen- 
sive, his  Lordship  expresses  his  full  conviction  that  it  vrill  be  an  expenditure  that  Parliament 
will  gladly  sanction. 

Read  also  a  report  of  the  commissioners  of  audit  of  the  18th  October  last,  upon  the 
last-mentioned  letter  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  in  which  they  observe,  that  in  case  My  Lords 
should  be  disposed  to  concur  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Secretary  at  War,  that  the 
uniformity  of  the  ration  at  different  stations,  or  its  cost,  is  only  a  matter  of  secondary  con- 
sideration, and  that  in  each  case  the  ration  which  may,  after  due  inquiry,  be  deemed  best 
calculated  to  ensure  the  health  of  the  soldier,  without  much  reference  to  comparative 
expense,  should  be  adopted,  the  question  then  will  no  longer  be  in  so  great  a  degree  a 
question  of  expense,  or  of  ttniformity  of  practice,  but  rather  a  subject  to  be  ultimately 
settled  according  to  the  best  opinions  of  such  medical  officers,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  as 
have  served  most  on  tropical  stations;  and  they  submit  that,  in  requiring  the  proposed  reports 
from  officers  commanding  at  stations  to  which  this  inquiry  may  extend,  mil  information ; 
should  be  called  for  with  respect  to  the  prices  of  all  the  articles  available  for  the  ratk>n, 
particularly  those  smaller  ones  which  might  constitute  a  portion  of  it ;  vrith  respect  to 
which  the  auditors  concur  in  opinion  with  the  Secretary  at  War,  that,  provided  the  addition 
of  such  articles  is  to  be  carried  to  any  extent,  the  soldier  would  be  more  likely  to  be  retained 
in  a  good  state  of  health  if  the  whole  of  the  meat  issued  to  him  were  fresh,  than  if  any 
-  portion  consisted  of  salt  beef  or  pork. 

The  auditors  further  state,  that  upon  the  whole  they  cannot  but  feel  the  objects  which  the 
Secretary  at  War  is  desirous  of  accomplishing  are  of  such  importance,  both  for  the  efficiency 
of  the  service  and  upon  every  principle  of  humanity,  that  they  are  induced  to  recommend, 
by  way  of  experiment,  the  earliest  practicable  adoption  of  his  Lordship's  proposition  for 
discontinuing  altogether  the  issue  of  salt  meat  at  Jamaica,  and  likewise  mdeed  at  the 
Windward  and  Leeward  Islands  station,  the  present  time  appearing  to  be  favour^ible  for  the 
experiment ;  or  if  My  Lords  should  not  be  prepared  to  go  so  far  in  the  first  instance,  they 
submit  that  the  ration  suggested  in  their  report  of  the  17  th  August  last  should  be  adopted 
in  the  Windward  and  Leeward  Islands  command,  which  provides  for  an  issue  of  fresh  meat . 
four  days  insjtead  of  two  in  the  week,  at  an  additional  expense  of  about  4,500  Z.  per  annum, 
and  that  inquiries  should  be  made,  and  the  opinions  of  the  principal  army  medical  officer^ 
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who  have  served  at  the  tropical  stations  should  be  called  for^  with  a  view  to.  such  further 
amelioration  as  it  may  be  judged  most  advisable  to  adopt. 

My  Lords  having  attentively  considered  this  important  subject  in  the  several  points  of 
view  presented  to  them  by  the  Secretary  at  War,  and  the  commissioners  of  audit,  concur 
generally  with  the  Secretary  at  War  in  opinion,  that  for  the  desirable  object  of  preserving 
the  health  of  the  soldier  serving  in  tropical  climates,  any  additional  expense  that  mi^ht  be 
incurred  in  providing  for  them  a  larger  proportion  of  fresh  meat  than  they  have  hitherto 
been  accustomed  to  receive  might  properly  be  deemed  of  secondary  importance,  and  their 
Lordships  have  no  doubt  that  Parliament  would  readily  sanction  whatever  increased  expense 
might  eventually  be  found  necessary  for  promoting  the  end  in  view. 

My  Lords  are,  however,  of  opinion,  that  they  are  not  yet  in  possession  of  suflScient  informa- 
tion to  warrant  them  in  acceding,  at  present,  to  the  material  change  proposed  by  the 
Secretary  at  War,  of  discontinuing  altogether  the  issue  of  salt  meat  at  the  stations  in  ques* 
tion.  My  Lords  fully  agree  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Secretary  at  War,  that  any 
improvement  of  health  and  saving  of^  life  whicn  might  be  obtained  by  furnishing  a  better 
diet  for  the  soldiers  would  diminish  many  of  the  expenses  that  are  at  present  incurred,  but 
it  seems  to  their  Lordships  to  admit  of  some  doubt  whether  the  total  abolition  of  salted 
ipeat,  of  the  good  and  wholesome  quality  which  is  issued  to  the  troops,  and  the  substitution 
of  fresh  meat,  although  of  a  quality  the  best  that  can  be  obtained,  yet,  perhaps,  possessing 
less  nutriment  than  the  salted  meat  generally  supplied,  would  produce  the  beneficial  result 
anticipated  from  the  measure. 

It  may  perhaps  be  found  on  further  inauiry,  that  a  little  admixture  of  salted  meat,  espe- 
cially when  accompanied  with  the  smaller  articles  which  are  at  present  comprised  in  the 
ration  of  provisions,  would  be,  on  the  wiiole,  rather  advantageous  to  health  than  otherwise. 

The  troops  serving  on  the  west  coast  of  Africa  receive  fresh  meat  at  present  five  days  in 
the  week ;  at  Honduras  and  the  Bahamas  three  days  in  the  week ;  at  the  Mauritius  sixteen 
days  in  the  month,  which  is  at  the  rate  of  nearly  four  days  in  the  week  ;  and  at  St.  Helena, 
where  salt  meat  was  issued  to  the  troops  every  day  throughout  the  year  whilst  the  island 
was  in  the  haQds  of  the  East  India  Company,  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  commissariat 
has  recently  entered  into  a  contract  for  supplying  fresh  meat  two  days  in  the  week. 

But  it  occurs  to  their  Lordships,  that  a  question  distinct  from  that  of  expense  is  also 
involved  in  the  consideration  of  this  subject;  it  may  be  doubted  whether  it  would  be  prudent 
to  expose  the  troops  to  the  risk  of  disappointment  that  might  arise,  if  they  were  altogether 
dependent  upon  tne  supplies  of  fresh  meat  to  be  drawn  from  a  contractor,  when  in  case  of 
failure  it  might  not  be  possible  to  obtain  upon  the  spot  the  necessary  quantities  to  supply 
the  deficiencies,  and  their  Lordships  deem  it  to  be  their  duty  to  ascertain  that  there  is  no 
risk  of  the  troops  being  deprived  of  their  meat,  under  such  a  contingency,  before  tliey  dis- 
continue to  provide  salted  meat  as  a  part  of  the  weekly  ration,  seeing  that  the  quantity  of 
this  article  that  is  usually  in  store  would  supply  a  resource  in  case  of  need. 

Lidependently  of  this  consideration,  it  may  be  questionable  whether,  in  a  military  point  of 
view,  it  may  be  advisable  to  leave  the  troops  in  the  different  islands  and  stations  wholly 
without  a  stock  of  salted  meat ;  whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
maintenance  of  a  stock  of  this  article  in  store  would  render  necessary  occasional  issues  to 
prevent  loss  fix)m  deterioration  of  its  quality,  and  to  allow  of  the  stock  being  replaced  from 
time  to  time  with  meat  of  a  recent  cure. 

Under  the  circumstances,  however,  stated  by  the  Secretary  at  War,  of  the  great  mortality 
at  Jamaica,  and  desirous  of  affording  every  means  in  the  power  of  this  Board  of  checking 
that  mortahty.  My  Lords  are  of  opinion  that  the  commissariat  officer  at  that  station  should 
be  authorized  to  issue  fresh  meat  to  the  troops  every  day  in  the  week,  and  the  other  smaller 
articles  of  the  ration  also,  according  to  the  proposition  suggested  by  the  commissioners  of 
audit,  whereby  the  military  authorities  and  tnis  Board  will  be  enabled  to  judge  by  the  result 
of  actual  experiment  whether  this  change  in  the  diet  of  the  troops  will  t^  attended  with 
those  beneficial  consequences  which  are  so  highly  desirable. 

Their  Lordships  feel,  however,  that  they  are  called  upon  to  make  further  inquiries  before 
they  adopt  the  suggestion  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  to  the  fullest  extent,  with  respect  to 
other  stations ;  but  in  the  interim  they  will  give  directions  to  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  com- 
missariat in  the  Windvirard  and  Leeward  Islands  command  to  extend  the  issue  of  fresh  meat 
to  five  days  in  the  week  in  lieu  of  two,  and  to  issue  salted  pork  for  the  two  remaining  days 
in  the  week,  at  the  rate  of  12  ounces  per  diem,  in  lieu  of  9i  ounces,  diminishing  the  quantity 
of  rice  from  five  to  four  ounces  daily  on  each  issue  of  fresn  meat,  in  consequence  of  which 
the  weekly  ration  of  provisions  in  that  command  will  be  as  follows,  viz.: — 
7  lbs.  of  bread. 

6  lbs.  of  fresh  meat,  at  1  lb.  per  day  -----  6  days. 
1  lb.  8  oz.  salted  pork,  at  12  oz.  per  day  -  -  -  -  2  days. 
1  lb.  4  oz.  rice,  at  4  oz.  each  day  that  fresh  meat  is  issued  -  6  days. 
1  pint  of  peas,  half  a  pint  with  each  issue  of  salt  pork  -  -  2  days. 
9  oz.  sugar. 
5  oz.  cocoa. 

My  Lords  are  pleased  to  concur  in  the  suggestion  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  that  the 
women  and  children  permitted  by  the  regulations  to  draw  rations  of  provisions  should  receive 
their  daily  proportion  of  the  meat,  wheuier  fresh  or  salt,  which  is  issued  to  the  soldier,  and 
will  ffive  directions  accordingly. 

Write  to  the  Secretary  at  War  to  the  effect  expressed  in  the  aferegoing  minute,  and 
request  his  Lordship  will  call  for  further  information  upon  the  points  therein  adverted  to, 
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from  officers  who  have  held  the  command  of  the  stations  within  the  tropics,  and  fix>m 
officers  who  have  had  the  command  of  regiments ;  also  from  medical  officers  who  have 
served  in  those  commands;  and  that  his  Lordship  will  be  pleased  to  confer  with  the  gen^l 
commanding  in  chief  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  subject  again  before  this  Board  for  such 
ffartber  arrangements,  as  upon  a  full  consideration  of  the  matter  may  then  appear  to  be 
desirable. 

State*to  his  Lordship  that  My  Lords  would  be  ^lad  to  be  fiimished  with  reports  at  the  end 
of  six  and  of  twelve  months  after  the  altered  ration  now  presented  shall  have  been  issued 
throughout  Jamaica  and  the  Windward  and  Leeward  Islands  command,  showing  what  has 
been  tne  rate  of  mortality  within  those  commands  during  those  periods  as  compared  with  the 
mortality  of  the  six  and  twelve  months  immediately  preceding. 

AcQuaint  also  the  commissariat  officers  in  charge  at  these  stations  with  the  above 
directions  for  their  informatidn  and  guidance,  desiring  they  will  take  the  necessary  measures 
for  giving  effect  as  early  as  may  be  practicable  to  their  Lordships'  intentions,  for  an  extensicxi 
of  the  issues  of  fresh  meat  from  two  to  five  days  in  the  week  tnroughout  the  Windward  and 
Leeward  Islands  command,  and  to  seven  days  in  the  week  at  all  the  stations  in  Jamaica. 

Acquaint  them  that  My  Lords  are  desirous  of  receiving  from  them  full  information  with 
regard  to  the  practicability  of  issuing  constant  supplies  of  fresh  meat,  in  the  event  of  their 
Lordships  authorizing  them  in  the  one  case  to  provide  that  article  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
salt  meat,  and  in  the  other  to  continue  the  supply  of  fresh  nieat  as  now  directed ;  and  they 
wish  also  to  receive  their  opinion  of  the  probable  effect  of  such  an  engagement  upon  the 
price  of  fr'esh  meat  supplied  for  the  troops,  and  upon  the  price  of  this  aracle  provided  to 
meet  the  wants  of  the  community  at  the  different  stations  within  the  commands  to  which 
they  are  attached. 

inansmit  extract  of  this  minute  to  the  commissioners  of  audit  for  their  information. 


Sir,  Treasury  Chambers,  27  January  1837.  Jjfo.  14 

I  AM  commanded  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury  to  transmit 
for  your  information  a  copy  of  their  Lordships'  minute  of  the  24th  instant,  on  the  subject  of 
a  proposed  alteration  in  the  rations  to  be  issued  to  the  troops  in  tropicid  climates,  and  to 
d^ire  that  you  will  consider  and  report  to  My  Lords  your  opinion  upon  the  points  therein 
adverted  to. 

I  am,  &c. 
To  the  Officer  Commanding,  (signed)        A.  Y.  Spearman. 

Jamaica. 


Like  Letter  to  the  last,  addressed  to  ^^The  Officer  Commanding  in  the  Windward  and 

Leeward  Islands.*' 

Dated  and  signed  the  same. 


154-  K  2  Sir, 
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Sir  Treasury  Chambers,  28  January  1837. 

The  Secretary  at  War    having  stated   to  the  Lords   Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  No  16 

Treasury  that  the  health  of  the  soldiers  on  the  Windward  and  Leeward  Island  station  is 
severely  affected  by  so  large  a  portion  of  their  diet  being  made  to  consist  of  salt  provisions^ 
and  My  Lords  being  desirous  of  affording  jBvery  means  in  their  power  of  checking  this  evil  5 
I  have  received  their  Lordships'  commands  to  desire  that  you  will,  as  soon  as  it  may  be 
practicable,  extend  the  issues  of  fresh  meat  to  five  days  in  the  week  in  the  Windward  and 
Leeward  Islands  command,  and  that  the  weekly  ration,  until  you  receive  further  orders  firom 
this  Board,  may  be  as  follows,  viz. : — 

7  lbs.  of  bread,  at  1  lb.  a  day,  for        -----        7  days. 
$  lbs.  of  fresh  meat,  at  1  lb.  a  day,  for  -        -        -        -        5  days. 

1  lb.  8  oz.  salted  pork,  at  12  oz.  a  day,  for  -        -        -        2  days. 

1  lb.  4  oz.  rice,  at  4  o^.  each  day  that  fresh  meat  is  issued* 
1  pint  of  peas,  half  a  pint  with  eacU  issue  of  salt  pork. 
9  o^  sugar. 
5  oz.  cocoa. 

In  order  that  My  Lords  may  be  enabled  to  judge  by  the  result  of  actual  experiment 
whether  the  change  in  the  diet  of  the  troops  will  be  attended  with  those  beneficial  e'ffects 
upon  their  health  which  are  so  highly  desirable,  I  am  fiirther  to  desire  that  you  will  trans- 
mit to  My  Lords  fiill  information  with  regard  to  the  practicability  of  securing  constant 
supplies  of  firesh  meat,  in  the  event  of  their  Lordships  authorizing  you  to  continue  to 
supply  that  article  to  the  extent  now  directed,  and  will  state  to  My  Lords  your  opinion  of 
the  probable  effect  of  such  an  arrangement  upon  the  price  of  fresh  meat  supplied  to  the 
toopsy  and  upon  the  price  of  that  article  required  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  community  in  the 
Windward  and  Leeward  Islands. 

I  am,  &c. 

To  the  Senior  Commissariat  OflScer,  (signed)        4.  Y.  Spearman^ 

Barbados. 
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Sir,  Treasury  Chambers,  28  January  1837.  . 

No.  17.  Thjb  Secretary  at  War  haidng  represented  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majest/t 

Treasury  that  an  extensive  mortality  has  prevailed  among  the  troops  in  Jamaica,  and  having 
stated  hi$  opinion  that  the  health  of  the  soldiers  on  that  station  is  seriously  affected  by  so 
;lar§^e  a  portion  of  their  diet  being  made  to  consist  of  salt  provisions,  and  My  Lords  bein? 
desirous  of  affording  every  means  in  their  power  of  checking  this  mortality,  I  have  received 
their  Lordships'  commands  to  desire  that  you  vnll  issue,  as  soon  as  it  may  be  practicable, 
fresh  meat  every  day  ii^the  veeek  to  the  troops  on  that  station,  together  with  a  proportion  ct 
the  smaller  articles  of  provision  ;  and  that  the  weekly  ration,  until  you  shall  receive  further 
jprdeFS  from  the  Board,  may  be  as  follows : 

7 lbs.  of  bread,  at  lib.  a  day. 
7  lbs.  of  fresh  meat,  at  1  lb.  a  day. 
lib.  12oz.  of  rice,  at  4oz.  a  day. 
'9oz.  of  sugar. 
5oz.  of  conee. 

Inordtf  that  My  Lords  may  be  enabled  to  iudge  by  the  result  of  actual  experiment  whe- 
ther the  change  in  the  diet  of  the  troops  will  be  attended  with  those  beneficisd  effects  on 
their  health  which  are  so  highly  desirable,  I  am  further  to  desire  that  you  will  transmit  to 
My.  L<uxls  full  information  with  regard  to  the  practicability  of  securing  constant  supplies  of 
fresh  meat  in  the  event  of  their  Lordships  authorizing  you  to  supply  that  article  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  salt  meat^  and  vrill  state  to  My  Lords  your  opinion  oi  the  probable  effect  of  such 
an  arrangement  upon  the  price  of  such  meat  supplied  for  the  troops,  and  upon  the  price  of 
that  article  required  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  community  in  Jamaica. 

I  am,  &c« 

To  the  Senior  Commissariat  Officer,  (signed)        A.  Y.  Spearman. 

Jamaica. 


Gentlemen,  Treasury  Chambers,  31  January  1837. 

No.  18.  I  HERBwiTH  transimt,  by  command  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty  Treasury, 

for  your  information,  extract  from  their  Lordships'  minute  of  the  24th  instant,  relative  to  the 
proposed  alteration  in  the  rations  to  be  issued  to  the  troops  in  tropical  climates,  the  subject 
of  .your  report  of  the  1 8tih  October  last. 

I  am,  &c. 

The  Commissioners  of  Audit  (signed)        A.  Y.  Spearman. 


My  Lord,  Treasury  Chambers,  28  January  1837- 

No.  19.  I  AM  commanded  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury  to  inform  you 

that  My  Lords  have  attentively  considered  the  important  subject  of  the  alteration  of  the 
ration  of  meat  to  be  issued  to  the  troops  in  tropical  climates,  m  the  several  points  of  view 
presented  to  them  in  the  communication  from  your  Lordship,  and  from  the  commissionerB  of 
audit ;  and  that  they  concur  generally  with  your  Lordship  in  opinion,  that  for  the  desirable 
^  object  of  preserving  the  health  of  the  soldiers  serving  m  tropical  climates,  any  additional 
expense  that  might  oe  incurred  in  providing  for  them  a  larger  proportion  of  fresh  meat  than 
they  have  hitherto  been  accustomed  to  receive,  may  probably  be  deemed  of  secondary 
importance ;  and  that  My  Lords  have  no  doubt  that  Parliament  would  readily  sanction 
whatever  increased  expense  might  eventually  be  found  necessary  for  promoting  the  end 
in  view. 

My  Lords  are  however  of  opinion,  that  they  are  not  yet  in  possession  of  sufficient  infor- 
mation to  warrant  them  in  acceding  at  present  to  the  material  change,  proposed  by  your 
Lordship,  of  discontinuing  altogether  the  issue  of  salt  meat  in  the  stations  vrithm  the 
tropics. 

My  Lords  fully  agree  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  your  Lordship,  that  any  improvement 
of  health  and  saving  of  life,  which  might  be  obtained  by  furnishing  a  better  diet  for  the 
soldiers,  would  diminish  many  of  the  expenses  that  are  at  present  incurred;  but,  it  seems  to 
their  Lordships  to  admit  of  some  doubt,  whether  the  total  abolition  of  salted  meat  of  the 
good  and  wholesome  quality  which  is  issued  to  the  troops,  and  the  substitution  of  fresh 
mwtf  although  of  a  Quality  Uie  best  that  can  be  obtained,  yet  perhaps  possessing  less  nutri-> 
jpent.than  the  salted  meat  generally  supplied,  would  produce  the  beneficial  result  antici<* 
p$Lt^  by  the  .measure.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  found,  on  further  inquiry,  that  a  little  admixture 
of  salted  meat,  e^cially  when  accompanied  with  the  smaller  articles  which  are  at  present 
fspqiprisad  in  the  ration  of  provisions,  would  in  the  whole  be  rather  advantageous  to  health 
Ih^n  otherwise* 

,Tk^  tTQom  serving  on  the  coast  of  Africa  at  present  receive  fresh  meat  five  days  in  the 
week ;  at  Honduras  and  the  Bahamas,  three  days  in  the  week;  at  Mauritius,  16  days  in 
the  month,  which  is  at  the  rate  of  nearly  four  days  in  the  week ;  and  at  St.  Helena,  where 
salt  rx^tdX  was  issued  to  the  troops  every  day  throughout  the  year,  while  the  island  was  in 
the  bands  of  the  East  India  Company,  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  commissariat  has  recently 
eai^ed  into  a  contract  for  supplying  fresh  meat  two  days  in  the  week. 
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It  occurs  also  to  My  Lords,  that  a  question  distinct  from  that  of  expense  is  inyolved  in 
the  consideration  of  the  subject ;  it  may  be  doubted  whether  it  would  be  prudent  to  expose 
the  troops  to  the  risk  of  disappointment  that  might  arise,  if  they  were  altogether  dependent 
upon  the  supplies  of  fresh  meat  to  be  drawn  from  a  contractor,  when  in  case  of  raihire  it 
might  not  be  possible  to  obtain  upon  the  spot  the  necessary  quantities  to  supply  the  defi* 
ciencies ;  and  their  Lordships  deem  it  to  be  their  duty  to  ascertain  that  there  is  no  risk  of 
the  troops  being  deprived  of  their  meat  under  such  a  contingency,  before  they  discontinue 
to  provide  salted  meat  as  a  part  of  the  weekly  ration,  seeing  that  the  quantity  of  the  article 
that  is  usually  in  store  would  supply  a  resource  in  cases  of  need. 

Independently  of  this  consideration,  it  may  be  questionable  whether,  in  a  military,  point  of 
view,  it  may  be  advisable  to  leave  the  troops  in  the  different  islands  and  stations  wholly 
without  a  stock  of  salted  meat;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the 
maintenance  of  a  stock  of  this  article  in  store  would  render  necessary  occasional  issues  to 
prevent  loss  from  deterioration  of  its  quality^  and  to  allow  of  the  stock  being  replaced  from 
time  to  time  with  meat  of  a  recent  cure. 

Under  the  circumstances,  however,  stated  by  your  Lordship,  of  the  great  mortality  in 
Jamaica,  and  desirous  of  affording  every  means  in  the  power  ot  this  board  of  checking  that 
mortality.  My  Lords  are  of  opinion  that  the  commissariat  oflBcer  at  that  station  should  be 
authorized  to  issue  fresh  meat  to  the  troops  every  day  in  the  week,  and  the  other  smaller 
articles  of  the  ration  also,  according  to  the  proportions  suggested  by  the  commis- 
sioners of  audit,  whereby  the  military  authorities  and  this  board  will  be  enabled  to  judge,  by  the 
result  of  actual  experiment,  whether  the  change  in  the  diet  of  the  troops  will  be  attended 
with  those  beneficial  consequences  which  are  so  highly  desirable. 

Their  Lordships  feel,  however,  that  they  are  called  upon  to  make  further  inquiries  before 
they  adopt  your  Lordship's  suggestion  to  the  fullest  extent  with  respect  to  otber  stations ; 
but  in  the  interim,  they  will  give  directions  to  the  officer  in  charge  of  tne  commissariat  in  the 
Windward  and  Inward  Islands  command,  to  extend  the  issues  of  fresh  meat  to  five  days 
in  the  week,  in  lieu  of  two,  and  to  issue  salted  pork  for  the  two  remaining  days  in  the  week,  at 
the  rate  of  12  oz.  per  diem  in  lieu  of  9^  oz.,  diminishing  the  quaqtity  of  rice  from  5  to  4  oz« 
daily  on  each  issue  of  fresh  meat ;  in  consequence  of  which,  the  weekly  ration  of  provision  in 
that  command  will  be  as  follows,  viz. — 

,       7  lbs.  of  bread. 

{>  lbs.  fresh  meat,  at  1  lb.  per  day    -----        6  days. 
1  lb.  8oz.  salted  pork,  at  12  oz.  per  day  -        "     .  "        "        2    „ 
1  lb.  4  oz.  rice,  at  4  oz.  each  day,  when  fresh  meat  is  issued        5    „ 
1  pint  of  peas,  half  a  pint  with  each  issue  of  salt  pork        -        2    „ 
9  oz.  sugar. 
5  oz*  cocoa. 

My  Lords  concur  in  your  suggestion,  that  the  women  and  children  permitted  by  the 
regulations  to  draw  rations  of  provisions  should  receive  their  daily  proportion  of  the  meat, 
whether  fresh  or  salt,  which  is  issued  to  the  soldier,  and  will  give  directions  accordingly. 

My  Lords  have  also  directed  me  to  request  that  you  will  call  for  further  information  upon 
the  points  above  adverted  to,  from  officers  who  have  held  the  command  on  stations  within 
the  tropics,  and  from  officers  who  have  had  the  command  of  regiments,  and  also  from  medical 
officers  who  have  served  in  these  commands ;  and  that  your  Lordship  will  be  pleased  to 
confer  with  the  general  commanding  in  chief,  for  the  purpose  of  brinmng  the  subject  again 
befoie  the  bowd,  for  such  further  arrangements  as  upon  a  full  consideration  of  the  matter 
may  appear  to  be  desirable.  And  My  Lords  would  be  glad  to  be  furnished  with  reports  at 
the  ena  of  six  and  twelve  months  after  the  altered  ration  now  prescribed  shall  have  been 
issued  throughout  Jamaica  and  the  Windward  and  Leeward  islands  command,  showing 
what  has  been  the  rate  of  mortality  within  those  commands  during  those  periods^  as  com« 
pared  with  die  mortality  of  the  six  and  twelve  months  immediately  preceding. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Secretary  at  War.  (signed)  A.  Y.  Spearman. 


Sir,  War  Office,  15  February  1887. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  January  last,  No.  20, 

acquainting  me  that  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury,  with  the  most 
earnest  desire  to  diminish  if  possible  the  mortality  which  has  occurred  among  the  troops  in 
Jamaica  and  the  West  Indies,  had  in  pursuance  of  my  recommendation  consented  to  direct  the 
issue  of  a  fresh  meat  ration  every  aay  to  the  troops  stationed  in  Jamaica,  and  had  also 
directed  that  the  troops  in  the  West  Indies  should  be  furnished  for  five  days  in  the  week  with 
a  ration  of  fresh  meat,  and  for  the  other  two  days  with  a  ration  of  salt  meat,  to  consist  of 
12  oz.  instead  of  9^  oz.  of  salt  pork. 

I  anticipate  the  most  beneficial  consequences  from  this  improved  diet  of  the  soldier,  and 

will  procure  for  the  information  of  their  Lordships  detailed  reports  from  the  general  officers 
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commanding  on  the  stations^  and  from  officers  commanding  regiments,  -and  medical  officers, 
at  the  end  of  each  six  months  after  the  altered  ration  shall  have  been  issued,  of  the  eifect 
which  may  have  been  produced  upon  the  general  health  of  the  troops,  accompanied.by  detailed 
reports  ot  the  number  of  admissions  into  hospital,  the  diseases  for  which  the  patients 
may  have  been  admitted,  and  the  extent  of  the  mortality  within  the  command  during  the 
penod  of  the  issue  of  the  altered  ration,  and  for  the  six  or  twelve  months  immediately  pre- 
ceeding. 

1  have  also  put  myself  in  communication  with  the  general  commanding  in  chief  upon 
this  very  important  subject,  and  have  requested  that  he  will  obtain  the  opinions  of  such 
officers  as  may  have  held  commands,  and  of  such  medical  officers  as  may  in  his  Lord- 
ship's opinion,  from  their  local  knowledge  of  these  colonies,  be  best  enabled  to  furnish  useful 
information  upon  this  subject,  and  to  favour  me  with  his  opinion  upon  any  suggestion  which 
may  be  offered  to  him  for  the  amelioration  of  the  condition  and  for  the  improvement  of 
the  health  of  the  soldier  serving  in  these  climates. 

When  these  several  reports  shall  have  been  received,  I  will  a^in  brin^  this  subject 
under  the  consideration  of  their  Lordships,  in  order  that  after  a  full  investigation  of  the 
matter,  founded  upon  the  results  of  actual  experience,  and  upon  the  opinions  of  the  most 
competent  officers,  it  may  be  ascertained  whether  any  further  arrangements  may  be  neces- 
sary, or  whether  the  change  now  made  may  be  attended  with  the  beneficial  results  so 
anxiously  desired.  Ihave,&c. 

A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.,  &c.  &c.  &c.  (signed)        Hawick. 


My  Lord,  War  Office,  15  Febraary  1837. 

End.  iu  No.  so.  I  ha  ve  the  honour,  with  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  20th  June  last,  to  transmit  herewith, 
for  the  information  of  your  Lordship,  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  addressed  to  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury  on  the  80th  September  last,  and  also  the 
reply  with  which  I  have  been  furnished,  dated  the  28th«  January  last. 

Your  Lordship  will,  I  am  sure,  perceive  with  great  satisfaction  that  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Treasury  have  evinced  the  most  earnest  desire  to  co-operate  in  the  endeavours 
which  I  have  made  to  diminish  the  mortality  among  the  troops  in  Jamaica  and  the  West 
Indies,  so  far  as  that  calamity  can  be  mitigated  by  an  improvement  of  their  diet. 

I  have,  in  pursuance  of  the  directions  of  their  Lordships,  called  upon  the  several  general 
officers  commanding  in  these  colonies  to  put  themselves  in  communication  with  the  officer 
commanding  regiments,  the  several  medical  officers,  and  the  officers  of  the  commissariat  de- 

Eartment,  and  to  report  to  me  every  six  months,  what,  in  their  combined  judgment,  shall 
ave  been  the  result  of  this  altered  ration  upon  the  health  of  the  soldier,  accompanying 
their  reports  with  detailed  information  of  the  number  of  admissions  into  hospital,  the  dis- 
orders for  which  the  patients  may  be  admitted,  the  probable  causes  of  those  disorders,  and 
the  mortality  which  may  take  place.  I  have  requested  also  to  be  furnished  with  a  comparison 
of  the  numbier  of  admissions  into  hospital  and  the  mortality  which  occurred  during  the  six  and 
twelve  months  immediately  preceding  this  change  of  the  ration,  in  order  that  his  Majesty's 
Government  may  be  enabled  to  judge  by  the  result  of  actual  experience  whether  the  altera- 
tion in  the  diet  of  the  troops  will  be  attended  with  those  beneficial  consequences  which  are  so 
highly  desirable. 

I  have  further  desired  that  I  may  be  furnished  with  the  opinions  of  these  officers  as  to  the 
ration  which  may,  in  their  judgment,  be  considered  best  aaapted  to  each  station,  with  re- 
ference to  the  climate,  and  the  diseases  which  principally  affisct  the  troops  serving  there,  and 
also  with  any  suggestions  which  their  local  knowledge  may  enable  them  to  offer,  which  may 
in  their  opinion  be  conducive  to  the  health  of  the  troops,  and  diminish  the  great  mortality 
which  h^s  prevailed  in  these  climates. 

Agreeably  to  the  directions  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury,  I 
have  the  honour  to  request,  that  your  Lordship  will  call  the  attention  of  the  officers  who 
have  held  commands,  whether  regimental  or  general,  and  medical  officers  who  have  served 
in  these  colonies,  from  whom  your  Lordship  considers  that  useful  information  may  be  ob- 
tained on  this  important  subject,  and  that  your  Lordship  will  be  pleased  to  favour  me,  for 
the  guidance  of  his  Majesty's  Government,  with  your  opinion  upon  any  suggestions  which 
may  be  offered  for  the  amelioration  of  the  condition  and  the  improvement  of  the  health  of 
the  soldier  sent  to  serve  in  these  climates. 

I  have,  &c. 

General  Lord  Hill,  o.  c.  b,,  &c.  &c.  &c.  (signed)        Howick. 


Sir, 
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Sir,  Commissariat,  West  Indies*,  Barbados,  13  March  1837. 

Haying  been  called  upon  by  the  Lieutenant-general  commanding  the  forces  for  my 
opinion  as  to  the  practicability  of  giving  immediate  effect  to   the  change  which  has  been  No.  21. 

directed  by  a  Treasury  minute  of  24th  January  last  to  be  made  in  the  ration  of  provisions 
for  the  troops  serving  in  the  West  Indies,  and  which  is  the  subject  also  of  your  letter  of  the 
28th  of  the  same  month,  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith,  for  the  information  of  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  the  copy  of  my  report  and  of  a  general  order  which 
has  been  issued  in  consequence. 

With  respect  to  the  other  points  upon  which  I  am  desired  by  your  letter  to  furnish  their 
Lordships  with  information,  I  beg  to  state,  that,  as  the  supply  of  live  cattle  in  the  countries 
from  which  they  are  obtained  for  the  use  of  the  troops  in  this  command  may  be  considered, 
for  the  purposes  of  the  present  question,  to  be  inexhaustible,  it  is  not  probable  that  the 
increasea  demand  which  will  arise  out  of  the  more  extended  issues  of  fresh  meat  now 
sanctioned  by  their  Lordships  will  have  an  unfavourable  effect  upon  the  price  of  the  supply 
required  for  the  consumption  of  the  army,  or  of  that  necessary  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  colonies,  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  likely,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  more 
Ire^uent  deliveries  to  the  troops  will  afford  to  the  latter,  at  some  of  the  stations,  greater 
fecilities  for  obtaining  fresh  meat  than  they  now  possess.  If,  therefore,  the  price  of  the 
army  supply  should  at  any  future  time  be  considerably  increased,  it  will  be  owing  to  other 
causes. 

As,  however,  none  of  the  Windward  and  Leeward  colonies  (with  one  exception  only)  can 
furnish  within  themselves  the  means  of  supplying  the  troops  stationed  in  them  with  fresh 
meat,  and  the  cattle  required  for  this  purpose  are  embarked  from  points  to  leeward  of  the 
whole  command,  it  would  not  be  prudent,  1  am  oY  opinion,  that  we  should  at  any  time  be 
without  a  supply  of  salt  meat  in  tne  magazines  to  guard  against  the  casualties  to  which  the 
arrival  of  the  vessels  employed  in  this  service  must,  in  such  circumstances,  be  liable,  and  other 
contingencies.  But  the  quantity  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  keep  in  store  to  meet  this  object, 
need  not  be  greater  than  would  be  brought  into  use  before  it  was  deteriorated  in  quality  by 
an  issue  of  two  days  in  the  week^  or  even  of  one  day,  if  that  should  be  considered  more 
desirable. 

I  beg  leave  further  to  observe,  that  the  obstacle  to  the  immediate  adoption  of  the 
ration,  such  as  it  has  been  prescribed  bjr  their  Lordships,  being  the  large  quantity  of  salt 
beef  now  in  magazine,  the  delay  in  carrying  their  Lordships'  minute  on  the  subject  into  full 
effect  would  be  lessened  if  the  navy  victualling  department  were  to  suspend  for  the  present 
their  usual  shipments  of  this  article  for  the  squadron  here,  and  a  corresponding  quantity  were 
to  be  transferred  from  the  army  to  the  navy  stores,  which  latter  are  also  in  charge  of  the  com- 
missariat at  this  place.  It  is  probable,  also,  that  it  might  be  .found  practicable  to  sell  some 
part  of  the  salt  beef  without  loss,  if  not  with  advantage,  provided  their  Lordships  should  be 
pleased  to  sanction  such  a  measure. 

I  have,  &c. 

A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.,  kc.  &c.  &c.  (signed)         William  Filder,  d.c.  g. 


Sir,  Commissariat,  West  Indies,  Barbados,  8  March  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  trans-  End.  in  No.  8i. 
mitting,  by  order  of  the  Lieutenant-general  commanding,  the  copy  of  a  Treasury  minute 
sanctioning  increased  issues  of  fresh  meat  to  the  troops  in  the  West  Indies,  and  prescribing 
a  ration  of  which  salt  beef  is  no  longer  to  form  a  part ;  and  I  have  to  acquaint  you,  for  the 
information  of  the  Lieutenant-general,  that  as  there  is  at  present  in  the  commissariat  maga- 
zines at  all  the  stations  in  the  command  a  large  quantity  of  this  article,  it  does  not  appear 
to  be  practicable  to  give  immediate  effect  to  these  instructions.  I  would  beg  to  submit, 
therefore,  to  the  consideration  of  the  Lieutenant-general,  whether  it  would  be  advisable  to 
defer  the  measure  until  the  stock  of  salt  beef  is  consumed,  which  will  require  a  period  of 
firom  10  to  12  months,  or  to  adopt  intermediately  such  a  ration  as  will  give  an  increased 
proportion  of  fresh  meat  to  the  troops,  at  the  same  time  that  the  salt  beef  in  store  will 
gradually  be  used.  These  objects  would  be  attained  by  issuing  four  days'  fresh  and  one 
dajr's  salt  beef,  in  lieu  of  five  days'  fresh  beef,  as  directed  by  their  Lordships ;  the  ration  to 
be  in  other  respects  the  same  as  that  prescribed  in  the  Treasury  minute.  The  salt  beef  would 
in  this  manner  be  all  consumed  within  a  period  of  from  20  to  24  months;  and  although 
I  have  no  information  as  to  when  it  was  cured,  this  article  has  on  other  occasions  been  kept 
as  long  in  store  in  thischmate  as  the  present  stock  will  have  been  by  the  time  it  is  all  issued, 
without  being  materially  deteriorated.  Should  the  Lieutenant-general  be  pleased  to  adopt 
the  latter  alternative,  the  contractors  for  fresh  beef  and  rice  will  be  prepared  to  commence  . 
the  deliveries  of  the  increased  quantities  of  these  articles  that  will  be  required  under  the 
new  system  any  time  after  the  termination  of  the  present  month. 

I  have,  8cc. 
Captain  Considihe,  (signed)        William  Filder,  d.  c.  g. 

Military  Secretary. 
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General  Order. 

Head  Quarters,  Barbados,  11  March  1837. 
No.  1. — From  the  1st  April  next  and  until  further  orders,  the  following  will  be  the  weekly 
ration  of  the  troops  through  the  command ;  and  the  deputy  commissary-general  will  hie 
pleased  to  make  the  requisite  arrangements  for  carrying  the  same  into  effect ;  viz.— 

Each  man,  per  week. 
7  lbs.  of  bread,  or  Sj  lbs.  of  biscuit. 

4  lbs.  fresh  meat,  at  1  lb.  per  day  -  -  -  -  -  4  days. 
1  lb.  8  oz.  salt  pork,  at  12  oz.  per  day        -        -        -        -     2     „ 

1  lb.  salt  beef  ------^--1^, 

1  lb.  rice,  at  4  oz.  per  dajr,  each  day  fresh  meat  is  issued  -  4  „ 
1  i  pint  of  peas,  bemg  |  pint  each  day  salt  meat  is  issued  -  3  „ 
9  ounces  sugar. 

5  ounces  cocoa. 

No.  2. — ^The  ration  of  women  and  children  from  Ist  April  is  to  be  composed  according 
to  the  respective  proportions  to  which  they  are  entitled,  of  the  same  articles  (liquor  or  liquor- 
money  excepted)  as  the  soldier's  ration :  they  will  consequently  receive  fresh  meat  on  the 
days  on  which  it  is  issued  to  the  troops. 

No.  3.— The  following  are  to  be  the  days  of  issue  for  the  different  descriptions  of 
meat;  viz. — 

Sunday,  Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Saturday  -  -  ^  -  fresh  beef. 
Monday  and  Wednesday  -.---•  salt  pork. 
Friday salt  beef. 


Sir,  Head  Quarters,  Barbados,  3  March  1837. 

No.  22.  The  white  troops  in  the  Windward  and  Leeward  Islands  receive  only  two  days'  fresh  meat 

in  each  week,  excepting  in  British  Guiana,  where,  in  consequence  of  the  repeated  reports 
of  medical  boards,  produced  by  increased  sickness,  particularly  at  Demerara,  I  nave 
deemed  it  expedient  to  authorize  tne  issue  of  four  days'  fresh  meat  per  week  as  a  temporary 
arrangement. 

I  have  the  honour  to  state,  that  all  the  medical  officers  to  whom  I  have  referred  unite  in 
recommending  that  the  whole  of  the  troops  should  receive  four  days'  fresh  meat  at  least,  in 
each  week,  with  of  course  the  usual  proportion  of  small  articles,  to  the  soldier's  ration,  as 
at  present. 

The  deputy  commissary-jgeneral  reports  the  difference  in  the  contract  prices  of  the  salt 
and  fresh  ration  to  be  so  trifling  as  not  to  make  it  a  matter  of  consideration.  Under  all  the 
circumstances,  I  am  so  ftilly  persuaded  of  the  beneficial  effects  that  would  be  produced  on 
the  health  of  the  soldier  by  the  increased  issue  of  fresh  meat,  that  I  earnestly  beg  My  Lords 
Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury  will  be  pleased  to  authorize  me  to  make .  the 
arrangement  now  obtaining  at  Demerara  permanent  and  general  throughout  this  command, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  (signed)  Sanf^  Whittingham, 

&c.  &c  &c.  Lieut-general  Comme  the  Forces. 

Sir,  Head  Quarters,  Barbados,  10  March  1837. 

No.  23»  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  28th  of 

January  last,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  minute  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his 
Majesty's  Treasury,  dated  24th  January  1837,  on  the  subject  of  the  proposed  alteration  in 
the  ration  to  be  issued  to  the  troops  in  tropical  climates. 

Concurring,  as  I  fully  do,  witn  their  Lordships'  view  of  this  very  important  subject,  as 
will  appear  by  my  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  addressed  to  you,  I  beg  leave,  notwithstanding, 
to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  communication  (marked  No.  1),  received  from  the  deputy  commissary- 
general  of  this  command,  wherein  he  proposes  to  substitute  four  days'  fresh  meat,  and  one 
day's  salt  beef  instead  of  the  five  days'  fresh  meat  directed  by  their  Lordships'  minute,  in 
consequence  of  the  large  quantity  of  salt  beef  now  in  store ;  with  this  exception,  the 
soldier's  ration  would  then  in  other  respects  be  the  same  as  prescribed  in  the  minute. 

I  have  therefore  issued  a  general  order  directing  that  the  new  ration,  as  proposed  by 
the  Lords  Commissioners,  with  the  alteration  just  adverted  to,  shall  take  effect  throughout 
this  command  from  the  1st  of  April  next;  and  I  trust  their  Lordships  will  approve  of  the 
small  exception  I  have  deemed  it  (on  the  representation  of  the  head  of  the  commissariat . 
department)  expedient  to  make  as  a  temporary  measure  pending  their  Lordships'  final 
decision. 

Impressed  as  I  am  with  the  conviction,  that  much  of  the  sickness  and  mortality  of  the 

white  troops  in  these  islands  is  caused  by  inferior  diet,  I  am  still  more  disposed  to  attribute 

the  great  loss  of  life  to  night  exposure  in  the  performance  of  their  ordinary  duties.    This  can 

only  be  avoided  by  having  a  sufficient  number  of  black  troops  at  all  the  stations  (particularly 

•  the  unhealthy  ones)  to  relieve  the  white  troops  from  night  duties. 

During;  my  former  residence  in  these  islands  as  Governor  of  Dominica,  I  was  so  fully  con- 
vinced of  the  peiiiicious  effects  of  this  exposure  upon  the  health  of  the  European  soldier, 
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that  I  strongly  represented  the  case  to  the  then  home  authorities ;  and  1  now  beg  to  enclose' 
for  their  Lordships'  information,  two  copies  of  communications  (marked  Nos.  2  and  3,) 
which  I  deemed  it  my  duty,  soon  after  assuming  this  command,  to  address  to  the  military 
secretary  of  the  general  commanding  in  chief. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
(signed)         Sanf^  Whittingham, 

Lieu*-general  Comm8  the  Forces. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  &c,  &c.  &c. 
Treasury  Chambers. 


Enclosure  No.  1,  the  same  as  Enclosure  in  Deputy  Commissary  General  Filder's  Letter,      EncL  i,  in  No.  23* 

page  79. 


No.  2. 

My  Lord,  Head  Quarters,  Barbados^  7  March  1837. 

1.  You  are,  I  have  no  doubt  aware,  that  the  average  loss  of  life  in  his  Majesty's  troops  EncL  2,  in  No.  23. 
serving  in  the  Windward  and  Leeward  Islands  is  eight  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  in  Jamaica 

Idi,  while  in  India  it  does  not  exceed  six  per  cent,  per  annum. 

2.  The  principal  cause  of  this  great  mortality  in  the  West,  may,  in  my  opinion,  be  traced 
to  night  duties ;  dysentery  and  fever  are  in  these  islands  produced,  generally,  by  exposure  to 
the  damp  air  of  the  night,  and  more  particularly  when  the  body  is  in  a  state  of  profuse 
perspiration,  as  must  be  the  case  of  the  soldier,  fully  accoutred  K)r  guard,  probably  having 
to  march  some  distance,  and  of  necessity  paraded  beK)re  the  sim  is  down. 

d«  In  support  of  my  argument,  I  shall  allege  one  simple  fact :  drummers  and  privates 
belong  to  the  same  class  of  men;  they  serve  in  the  same  corps  and  climates;  out  the 
dnunmers  are  not  exposed  to  night  duties,  and  the  consequence  is,  that  the  deaths  of  the 
one  as  compared  with  the  deaths  of  the  other  are,  in  the  Windward  and  Leeward  Islands, 
as  52  is  to  72,  and  in  Jamaica  as  55  to  107. 

4.  When  I  was  last  in  the  West  Indies  I  paid  particular  attention  to  this  very  inter- 
esting question  ;  and  on  my  return  to  England,  m  1822, 1  obtained  the  sanction  of  the  Duke 
of  York  and  Lord  fiathurst  to  the  attachmg  a  portion  of  black  troops  to  every  European 
re^ment  in  this  command,  in  order  that  they  might  exclusively  take  the  night  duties ;  but 
this  object  may  be  more  effectually  attained  at  present  by  the  proposed  augmentation  of  the 
1st  West  India  regiment. 

5.  Should  the  propositions  submitted  to  your  Lordship,  in  my  letter  of  the  24th  February, 
meet  the  approbation  of  Lord  Hill,  I  shall  be  able,  after  the  conipletion  of  my  tour  of 
inspection,  ty  diminishing  the  number  of  white  troops  in  some  ot  the  most  unhealthy 
stations  and  mcreasing  the  number  of  black  troops,  to  reduce  considerably  the  quantum  of 
night  duty  for  the  Europeans  throughout  this  command,  making  over  to  black  troops  all 
those  distant  town  guards  which  have  proved  so  very  detrimental  to  the  health  oi  the 
European  soldiers. 

6.  This  will  enable  me  at  the  same  time  to  give  a  commencement  to  the  plan  of  concen- 
tration already  submitted,  which  will,  I  hope,  in  a  short  time  produce  a  great  increase  of  real 
and  efficient  strength,  and  prove  equally  valuable  as  a  preservative  of  health. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  My  Lord, 

Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  servant, 
(signed)  Sanfd  Whittingham,  Li€ut.-genl  Com8  the  Forces. 

Major  pneral  Lord  Fitzroy  Somerset,  k.c.b.. 
Military  Secretary,  Horse  Guards. 

(A  true  copy.) 
(signed)  fVm.  Considine,  Capt.,  Mily  Sectr. 


No.  3. 

My  Lord,  Headquarters,  Barbados,  24  February  1837. 

From  the  moment  I  assumed  the  command  of  his  Majesty's  forces  in  the  Windward  and  End.  3,  in  No.  23. 
Leeward  Islands,  I  was  naturally  led  to  contemplate  the  importance  of  the  crisis  which  must 
be  produced  by  the  new  order  of  things. 

1.  In  the  year  1838,  when  domestic  apprenticeship  will  cease  altogether,  and  next,  in  the 
154-  I-  year 
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year  1840,  when  the  field  labourers  will  equally  participate  in  the  advantages  enjoyed  by 
the  domestic  apprentices,  and  the  whole  population  become  free  men* 

2.  Whatever  demonstrations  of  discontent  on  the  part  of  the  blacks  may  hereafter  be 
shown,  will  probably  be  made  manifest  in  the  year  1838,  when  the  field-labourers  will  still 
continue  in  a  state  of  mitigated  slavery  or  apprenticeship,  while  their  more  fortunate  comrades, 
as  domestic  servants,  will  have  become  firee  men. 

3.  In  the  year  1840,  when  the  whole  of  the  black  population  will  have  become  fi-ee,  there 
can  no  longer  be  any  subject-matter  of  dispute  or  oiscussion  between  former  masters  and 
slaves.  Freemen  cannot  be  forced  to  work;  and  it' is  for  the  proprietors  of  estates  to 
prepare  the  natives  for  their  new  posi^on  in  society  by  the  generalization  of  schools.  The 
acquisition  of  knowledge  will  increase  their  wants,  and  the  desire  to  satisfy  them  will,  of 
necessity,  produce  industrious  habits. 

4.  The  abolition  of  slavery  has  made  the  interests  and  the  duty  of  the  landowners  coincide ; 
heretofore  the  owners  of  estates  feared  the  introduction  of  Christianity  amongst  their  slaves, 
lest  knowledge  should  produce  discontent;  they  must  now  be  most  anxious  for  its  intro- 
duction, for  their  prosperity  will  depend  on  their  creating  an  industrious  and  well-informed 
peasantry,  without  whose  cordial  co-operation  their  property  can  be  of  no  value. 

5.  I  should  not,  however,  have  ventured  into  these  questions  in  addressing  your  Lordship, 
did  I  not  conceive  them  intimately  connected  with  the  military  command  with  which  his 
Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  honour  me. 

6.  I  should  at  all  times,  and  under  any  circumstances,  but  more  particularly  under 
existing  circumstances,  be  disposed  to  entertain  the  opinion,  that,  in  a  military  command  so 
extended  and  disseminated  as  this  of  the  Windward  and  Leeward  Islands,  some  central  point 
should  be  fixed  upon  for  the  re-union  of  a  corps  de  reserve,  disposable  at  a  day's  notice  to 
any  part  of  the  command. 

7.  The  island  of  Barbados  unites  every  requisite  for  such  concentration.  It  is  the  head- 
quarters of  the  chief  command  of  the  troops ;  it  is  central  in  its  position,  to  windward  of  all 
tne  other  islands,  and  peculiarly  healthy. 

8.  Were  a  reserve  of  three  battalions  stationed  in  Barbados,  and  a  steam-vessel  attached 
to  this  command,  the  general  commanding  might,  in  the  short  space  of  a  few  days,  proceed 
with  one  or  two  battalions,  as  the  case  might  require,  to  the  most  distant  point  occupied  by 
his  Majesty's  troops  in  the  West  Indies.  Berbice,  which  is  the  most  aistant,  might  be 
reached  in  four  days. 

9.  In  regard  to  the  expediency  of  attaching  a  steam-vessel  to  this  command,  to  be  under 
the  exclusive  direction  of  the  general  commanding,  I  beg  to  refer  to  a  letter  from  me, 
addressed  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  dated  10th  February  1837. 

10.  The  proposed  re-union  of  three  battalions  at  Barbados,  as  the  corps  of  reserve  of  this 
army,  would  not  only  be  highly  advantageous  as  regards  the  security  and  tranquillity  of  the 
Windward  and  Leeward  Islands,  but  would,  at  the  same  time,  be  a  school  of  brigade 
instruction  for  the  whole  force  employed  in  these  colonies, — ^would  enable  the  general  to 
inspect  these  corps  twice  a  year, — would,  by  bring^n^  the  troops  immediately  under  his  own 
eye,  insure  a  more  uniform  and  better  state  of  disciphne, — and,  as  Barbados  is  allowed  to  be 
the  most  healthy  station  in  the  West  Indies,  would  be  the  means  of  preserving  a  large 
portion  of  his  Majesty's  forces  in  this  part  of  the  world  in  a  most  efficient  state  of  service; 
for  it  cannot  be  doubted,  that  the  concentration  of  three  battalions  in  this  healthy  spot,  and 
under  the  immediate  control  and  superintendence  of  the  commanding  general,  would  make 
them  equal  to  double  that  amount  of  force  collected  hastily  and  on  an  emergency  fit>m  the 
present  scattered  and  often  unhealthy  stations,  while  the  one  operation  would  occupy  a  few 
days  and  the  other  as  many  weeks. 

11.  I  should  not  think  it  would  be  expedient,  under  existing  circumstances  at  least,  to 
leave  any  island  under  the  care  and  protection  of  black  troops  alone ;  but  I  conceive  that  in 
many  of  the  colonies  the  number  of  white  troops  might  be  safely  and  expediently  diminished, 
and  that  of  the  black  troops  increased.  { 

12.  AH  the  disposable  white  troops,  accruing  from  the  adoption  of  such  a  measure,  I  should 
propose  to  remove  to  Barbados,  as  far  as  the  completion  of  three  battalions,  filling  up  the 
vacancies  so  occasioned  in  the  different  colonies  by  an  equal  number  of  black  companies. 

13.  If  the  steamer,  as  submitted  in  my  letter  before  mentioned  (viz.  to  Treasury  of 
10th  February  1837), be  granted  to  this  command  with  the  least  possible  delay,  I  shall  be  able 
to  carry  into  effect  my  proposed  plan  of  concentration,  to  a  certain  extent  at  least,  in  the 
ctmi*se  of  this  year,  and  be  ready  for  whatever  events  the  year  1838  may  produce. 

14.  On  the  29th  January  1835,  Colonel  Sir  Charles  Smith,  commanding  royal  engineer 
in  the  Windward  and  Leeward  Islands,  forwarded  detailed  estimates  to  tHe  Boird  of 
Ordnance,  amounting  to  39,681  /.  12*.  Sd.  for  the  erection  of  three  barracks  at  this  place, 
to  contain  200  men  each,  and  a  barrack  for  the  officers.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  a 
letter  of  the  inspector-general  of  fortifications  to  the  board,  dated  10th  April  1835,  on  the 
subject  :— 
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(Extract.)  "  BAEfiADOs. 

**  An  increase  of  barrack  accommodation  appe&rs  necessary  at  St.  Ann's,  Barbados,  the 
present  buildings  being  more  fully  occupied  ttian  their  construction  was  calculated  for.  I 
therefore  submit,  that  one  of  the  soldiers  pavilions,  with  out-buildings  for  200  men,  be  con* 
8trQCted  on  the  site  proposed  by  Sir  Charles  Smith. 

"  The  expense  will  be  about  9,000/.  There  appears  already  to  be  a  surplus  accommodation 
for  a  corresponding  number  of  officers;  and  whenever  a  greater  accommodation  may  become 
necessary,  another  pavilion  on  the  plan  and  estimate  which  accompanied  my  letter  of  the 
18th  March  may  be  added." 

15.  Should  Lord  Hill  approve  the  idea  of  concentrating  a  considerable  force  at  Barbados, 
for  the  reasons  before  alleged,  the  building  of  the  one  pavilion  proposed  will  facilitate  the 
commencement  at  least  of  the  operation ;  but  I  submit  the  expediency  of  authorizing  forth- 
with the  erection  of  the  three  pavilions  and  the  barrack  for  the  officers,  according  to  the 
estimate  sent  in  1835,  not  only  as  a  means  of  providing  for  the  accommodation  of  another 
regiment,  but  as  a  measure  quite  necessary  to  the  comfort  and  health  of  the  regiment 
occupying  the  stone  barrack,  which  is  more  crowded  than  it  ought  to  be  in  a  tropical  or 
indeea  in  any  climate. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  My  Lord, 

Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  servant, 
(signed)  SanJ^  Whittingham,  Lieut.-getf  Com«  the  Forces. 

Major-general  Lord  Fitzroy  Somerset,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
Military  Secretary,  Horse  Guards. 

(True  copy.) 
(signed)         W.  Qmndine,  Capt.  Milr  Sect'. 


Sir,  Commissariat,  Jamaica,  16  April  1837.  ^^q^  24. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your  letter,  No.  138,  of  the  28th  of  January,  directing 
me,  as  soon  as  it  might  be  practicable,  to  issue  fresh  meat  to  the  troops  on  this  station  every 
dajr,  together  with  a  portion  of  the  smaller  articles  of  provision,  and  tiiat  the  weekly  ration, 
until  1  should  receive  further  orders  from  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury, 
should  be, — 

7  lbs.  of  bread. 

7  lbs.  of  fresh  beef. 

lib.  12  oz.  of  rice. 

9  oz.  of  sugar. 

5  oz.  of  conee. 

In  reporting  the  proceedings  which  I  have  in  consequence  adopted,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to 
my  letter,  No.  325,  of  the  18th  July  last,  in  which  I  apprized  their  Loraships  of  my  in- 
tention to  receive  tenders,  pn  the  1st  December,  for  provisioning  the  troops  during  the 
present  military  year,  and  to  •  my  letter,  No.  448,  of  the  2d  December,  in  which  I  trans- 
mitted the  only  tender  made,  and  which  I  had  accepted  under  the  approval  of  the  Lieute- 
nant-general commanding. 

I  was  thus  under  an  engagement  to  receive  from  the  contractor  the  same  ration  as  in  the 
past  year,  and  ,he  had  directed  purchases  to  be  made  in  the  United  Kingdom,  of  sak  beef, 
salt  pork  and  peas ;  but  as  the  Lieutenant-general  commanding  was  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  the  paramount  consideration,  the  health  of  the  troops,  required  that  the  alteration 
should  be  made  immediately  before  the  intense  heat  of  the  season  conmiences,  he  directed 


cost  had  I  been  instnicted  in  the  first  instance  to  advertise  for  an  entire  ration  of  fresh  meat ; 
indeed,  had  not  the  Lieutenant-general,  in  the  exercise  of  the  discretionary  power  vested 
in  him*,  decided  that  salt  pork  and  peas  should  be  issued  two  days  in  the  week,  which,  from 
all  the  information  he  possessed,  he  considered  more  conducive  to  health  than  a  ration 
without  any  salt  provisions,  the  alteration  could  not  have  been  made  except  at  a  greater 
additional  charge. 

The  Lieutenant-general  fixed  the  soldier's  ration  at — 

1  lb.  of  bread,  daily. 

1|  oz.  of  sugar    „ 

j^oz.  of  cofifee      „ 

12  oz.  salt  pork,  two  days. 

i  pint  peas      -    -    ,, 

1  lb.  of  fresh  beef,  five  days. 

4oz«rice,     -    -         „ 
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Pioneers  ' 


and  directed  that  the  pioneers  and  black  pensioners^  who  prefer  salt  meat^  should  continue 
to  receive  as  at  present — 

1  lb.  of  bread,  daily. 

Ifoz.  ofsu^ar     ,, 

4  oz.  of  conee      „ 

1  lb.  of  salt  beef,  two  days, 
oz.  of  rice,     -    -     „ 

9^  oz.  of  salt  pork,  five  days. 

J  lb.  of  peas,     -    -      ,, 

1  lb.  of  firesh  beef,  two  days. 

Black     f*f  \l^-  °J?°"^vl>f'  ''^^"^• 
„      .         ^  2  i  lbs.  of  fresh  beef,       „ 

'^^"^•""^"lli  lbs.  salt  pork,      -     ;, 

No  additional  charge  is  to  be  made  for  fresh  beef  supplied  to  the  hospitals. 

As  this  arrangement  will  make  the  pork  and  peas  but  only  a  small  portion  of  the  salt 
beef  purchased  by  the  contractor,  available,  he  stipulated  that  the  Government  should  relieve 
him  at  the  prime  cost  and  charges  of  the  beef  which  his  partner  shall  have  provided  pre- 
viously to  being  advised  of  the  change,  as  it  is  unsuited  to  this  market,  he  being  bound  to 
supply  it  of  the  same  quality  as  that  which  is  issued  to  his  Majesty's  navy. 

In  the  hope  that  that  portion  of  it  which  is  already  in  transiiu  can,  under  their  Lordships* 
direction,  be  transferred  to  the  navy,  and  the  remainder  be  appropriated  to  the  service, 
which  shall  be  considered  most  advisable,  1  consented  to  this  condition,  considering  it  much 
more  advantageous  than  to  throw  a  loss  on  the  contractor,  to  cover  which  he  would  have 
demanded  a  higher  price  for  the  new  ration,  while  I,  as  the  actual  loss  could  not  be 
ascertained  until  the  beef  was  disposed  of,  had  no  means  of  deciding  whether  it  would  not 
be  more  than  sufficient  to  meet  that  loss. 

As  the  Lieutenant-general  had  departed  on  a  tour  of  inspection  before  I  had  closed 
the  agreement,  I  am  not  able  to  transmit  his  approval  by  this  packet;  but  he  was 
informed  of  the  nature  of  it,  and  the  additional  expense  it  would  occasion ;  and  he  desired 
me  to  carry  it  into  immediate  eifect ;  the  new  ration  is  therefore  to  be  issued  on  the  1st 
May. 

I  enclose  a  statement,  showing  the  increase  in  the  price,  and  copies  of  the  correspondence 
on  this  subject ;  and  I  trust  that  my  proceedings  will  oe  approved  by  their  Lordships. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

A,  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.  (signed)        D.  Kearney^  d.  c.  g. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Jamaica. 

End.  in  No.  24.  Statement  showing  the  increased  cost  of  the  Weekly  Ration,  in  consequence  of  supplying 
His  Majesty's  Troops  in  Jamaica  with  Fresh  Beef  on  five  instead  of  two  days,  and  also 
showing  the  cost  of  the  Pioneers*  and  Black  Pensioners'  Weekly  Ratipns. 


Soldien' 
WeeUj  Ration. 

Women's 
at  1  the 
Soldiera* 
Rationt. 

CHILDREN 

Pioneera* 
Weekly  Ratkm. 

Black 

Above  7  and 

under  14  yean, 

ati. 

Under  7  years, 
at  J. 

Penaionera* 
Weekly  Ration. 

With  fresh  beef  1 
on  five  days  -J 

With  fresh  beef^ 
on  two  days  -J 

d. 

71-3 
65.8 

d. 
36-7 

32-9 

d. 
23-8 

21-9 

d 
17-8 

16-4 

d. 
65-8 

d. 
35-4 

Commissariat,  Jamaica, 
16  April  1837. 


(signed)        D.  Kearney,  d.c.g. 


Gentlemen,  Commissariat,  Kingston,  15  March  1837. 

I  BEG  to  inform  you,  that  I  have  received  instructions  fi*om  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
his  Majesty's  Treasury,  by  the  present  packet,  to  make  an  alteration  in  the  ration  of  pro- 
visions issued  to  the  troops. 
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The  readiness  and  liberality  with  which  your  house  have  ever  met  the  wishes  of  Govem- 
menty  make  it  impossible  for  me  to  doubt  that  you  will  willingly  give  effect  to  their  Lord- 
ships' wishes  on  tne  present  occasion,  and  this,  I  trust,  you  ydU  be  able  to  accomplish  at  a 
▼ery  trifling,  if  any,  chai^  to  the  public,  as  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed  statement  of  the 
two  rations,  that,  although  there  is  an  addition  of  3  lbs.  to  the  quantity  of  fresh  beef, 
and  of  10  oz.  in  that  of  the  rice,  there  is  a  diminution  of  2  lbs.  of  salt  beef,  3)  oz.  of  salt 
pork,  and  half  a  pint  of  peas. 

As  his  Excellency  the  commander  of  the  forces  is  desirous  that  the  alteration  should 
take  place  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  I  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  in 
form  me  how  soon  the  arrangement  can  come  into  operation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

(signed)  D.  Keamet/,  d.  c.  g. 

Messrs.  Atkinson,  Hozier  &  Co. 


Sir,  Kingston,  12  April  1837. 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  16th  ult.,  I  beg  to  state,  that,  after  diligent  inquiry 
throughout  the  island,  I  find  that  the  lowest  rate  at  which  1  can  undertake  to  substitute 
five  days'  issue  of  fresh  beef  per  week,  with  20  oz.  of  rice,  and  l^lb.  of  salt  pork,  with  one 
pint  of  peas,  for  the  salt  and  fresh  rations,  with  rice  and  peas,  as  fixed  by  the  existing  con- 
tract, is  5jrf.  (five-pence  halfpenny  sterling)  additional  per  full  weekly  ration,  or  IJtT  (one 
penny  seven-eighths  of  a  penny  sterling)  additional  for  each  of  the  added  three  days  of 
fresh  meat  ration.  In  case  of  making  the  alteration,  it  will  be  necessary  that  Government 
relieve  me,  at  the  prime  cost  and  charges,  of  whatever  salt  beef  may  be  provided  for  the 
supply  of  the  contract,  previously  to  Mr.  Hozier  being  advised  of  the  alteration.  This 
stipulation  I  am  compelled  to  make,  as  by  the  existing  contract  I  am  obliged  to  import 
salt  beef  of  a  description  not  suited  to  this  market. 

If  the  Lieutenant-general  commanding  the  forces  so  directs,  the  issue  of  the  altered  ration 
shall  commence  on  me  1st  May. 

With  regard  to  the  effect  which  the  increased  supply  of  fresh  beef  may  have  on  the 
market  price  here,  I  beg  to  state,  that  as  fat  cattle  are  very  scarce  at  present,  I  have  no 
doubt  the  increased  want  of  them  will  fix  permanently  the  advance  firom  10  d.  to  12  cL  cur- 
rency per  pound  in  the  market,  which  might  otherwise  have  been  tempcHrary.  Were  the 
whole  of  the  week's  issue  of  fresh  beef,  it  might  be  difficult  to  keep  up  so  constant  a  supply, 
even  at  the  advance. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

(signed)  George  Atkimon. 

D.  Kearney,  Esq.,  Deputy  Commissary  Greneral. 


Sir,  Commissariat,  Jamaica,  Kingston,  12  April  1837. 

I  BEQ  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  this  date,  acquainting  me  that  Uie  lowest  rate  at 
which  you  can  undertake  to  make  the  required  alteration  m  the  articles  composing  the 
soldier's  ration  is  bid.  sterling  additional  for  the  weekly  ration,  and  that,  in  case  of  making 
the  alteration,  it  will  be  necessary  that  Government  relieve  you  at  the  prime  cost  and 
charges  of  whatever  salt  beef  may  be  provided  for  the  supply  of  the  contract,  previously  to 
Mr.  Hozier  being  advised  of  the  alteration,  (a  stipulation  you  are  compelled  to  make,)  as  by 
the  existing  contract  you  are  obliged  to  import  salt  beef  of  a  description  not  suited  to  this 
market 

As  these  terms  will  considerably  enhance  the  price  of  provisioning  the  troops,  I  trust  that 
there  will  be  no  objection  on  your  part  to  making  the  additional  issue  of  fresh  beef  at  the 
increased  rate  demanded,  as  a  temporary  measure,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners of  his  Majesty's  Treasury  can  be  known. 

Should  their  Lordships  consider  that  it  will  be  expedient  to  wait  the  expiration  of  the 
existing  contract  before  issuing  the  increased  quantity  of  fresh  beef  permanently,  the  salt 
beef  already  shipped  will  be  required  for  the  troops ;  and  your  partner,  Mr.  Hozier,  can  be 
advised  to  make  further  shipments,  or  not,  according  to  the  communication  which  I  will 
request  their  Lordships  to  direct  to  be  made  to  him  respecting  their  determination. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

(signed)  D.  Kearney,  d.  c.  o. 

George  Atkinson,  Esq.,  Kingston. 
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Sir^  Kingston^  13  April  1887. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  I  beg  to  say,  I  cannot  undertake  the  issue 
of  the  altered  ration  temporarily  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his 
Majesty's  Treasury  can  be  known,  as  I  am  obliged  to  make  my  arrangements  for  the  supply 
of  tne  extra  quantity  of  beef  at  once,  and  I  can  arrange  it  on  the  terms  I  have  named  only 
by  fixing  it  for  the  period  during  which  the  contract  1ms  to  run. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

(signed)  George  Atkinson. 

D.  Kearney,  Esq.,  Deputy  Commissary  General. 


Sir,  Commissariat,  West  Indies,  Barbados,  17  April  1837. 

No.  25.  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his 

Majesty's  Treasury,  a  supplementary  estimate  of  the  expense  to  be  incurred  by  this  depart* 
ment  for  supplies  during  the  year  ending  31st  March  1838,  occasioned  by  the  increased 
quantities  of  ^ese  articles  wmch  vnll  be  re(]^uired,  in  consequence  of  the  change  that  has 
been  made  in  the  number  of  days  in  which  tresh  meat  is  to  be  issued  to  the  troops  in  this 
command,  beyond  the  quantities  which  I  had  estimated  for  their  service  before  it  was 
known  what  the  precise  alteration  would  be. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.,  &c.  &c.  &c.  (signed)        William  Rider,  d.  c.  g. 


End.  in  No.  25.  Windward  and  Lbeward  Islaitds  and  Colonies. 

(Supplementarj'.) 

Estimate  of  the  probable  Amount  that  will  be  required  to  be  defirayed  by  the  Commis- 
sariat  Department  for  fresh  beef  and  rice,  beyond  the  sums  specified  for  these  articles 
in  the  estimate  of  commissariat  expenditure  for  the  year  commencing  on  the  1st  April 
1837,  and  ending  the  31st  March *1838,  dated  17th  November  1836. 

To  be  paid  at  Barbados : 

.    -      rFreshbecf 10,140    -    - 

A-  ^'^^  iRice 140 

£.10,280     -    - 


Amounting  to  Ten  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty  pounds,  sterling. 

Commissariat,  West  Indies,  1  (signed)         William  Filder,  d.  c.  g. 

Barbados,  17  April  1837.    J  v  5      ^  ' 


(Approved.)        By  command. 

TT.  Considine, 


(signed)        J.  JR.  Camper,  d.  a.  c.  g. 


Capt.,  Mily  SecT. 


g'f  Commissariat,  Jamaica,  1  May  1837. 

No.  26.  With  reference  to  that  part  of  your  letter.  No.  138,  of  the  28th  January,  which  desires 

me  to  report  my  opinion  on  the  probable  effect  the  increased  issue  of  fresh  beef  to  the  troops 
will  have  upon  the  market  price  of  that  article,  I  have  the  honour  to  state,  that  the  inquiries 
I  have  made  do  not  lead  me  to  apprehend  any  further  permanent  advance  in  consequence  of 
the  issue  of  it  on  five  days  in  the  week,  though  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  has  had  the  eflfect 
of  keepino-  the  price  up,  which  had  previously  risen  from  10  J.  to  1«.  currency  per  pound. 

The  stcSsk  of  the  island  has  always,  up  to  the  last  year,  been  ample  for  a  supply  of  four 
davs  in  the  week  to  the  troops,  but  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  it  is  adequate  for  seven 
days  without  causing  a  general  rise  in  the  cost  of  it  to  the  community. 

I  have,  &c. 
A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.  (signed)        D.  Kearney,  d.c.g. 


My 
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My  Lord,  Treasury  Chambers,  19  July  1837. 

1  AM  commanded  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  to  transmit  for  No.  27. 

your  Lordship's  information,  with  reference  to  the  former  communications  on  the  subject, 
copy  of  a  letter  from  Deputy  Commissary  General  Kearney,  dated  Jamaica,  1st  May  last, 
reporting  as  to  the  effect  of  the  increased  issue  of  fresh  meat  to  the  troops  on  the  market  price. 

I  have,  &c. 
Secretary  at  War.  (digned)        A.  Y.  Spearman* 


Gentlemen,  Treasury  Chambers,  19  July  1837. 

I  HEBEWiTH  transmit,  by  command  of  the  Lords  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury,  for  your  No.  28. 

information,  copy  of  a  letter  from  Deputy  Commissary  General  Kearney,  dated  Jamaica, 
1st  May  last,  reporting  as  to  the  effect  of  the  increased  issue  of  fr-esh  meat  to  the  troops  on 
the  market  price,  together  with  copy  of  their  Lordships'  minute  of  14th  instant  thereon. 

I  am,  &c. 
Commissioners  of  Audit.  (signed)        A.  Y.  Spearman. 


Sir,  .  Commissariat,  Jamaica,  7  May  1837. 

Adverting  to  my  letter,  No.  448,  of  the  2d  December  last,  and  to  the  communication  No.  29. 

-which  I  recently  had  the  honour  of  addressing  to  you  (No.  554,  of  the  16th  April),  respecting 
the  arrangements  which  I  had  made  under  the  sanction  of  the  lieutenant-general  for  carry- 
ing into  effect  ihe  instructions  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury  for 
issuing  an  improved  ration  to  the  soldier,  by  the  substitution  of  fresh  beef  for  salt  beef; 
I  now  respectftilly  beg  leave  to  bring  under  the  consideration  of  their  Lordships  the  mode  of 
subsisting  his  Majesty's  troops  in  this  island,  with  a  view  to  lessen  the  large  expenditure 
under  that  head. 

TheirLordships,  by  Mr.  Stewart's  letters  (No.  11,  of  the  29th  August  1835,  and  No.  45, 
of  the  1st  January  1836),  called  my  attention  to  this  subject,  and  desired  me  to  report  whe- 
ther recourse  might  not  be  had  with  advantage  to  a  mode  different  to  that  then  adopted  and 
stQl  pursued,  viz.,  the  sending  salt  provisions  from  England  as  they  are  supplied  to  other 
stations  through  the  naval  department,  instead  of  contractmg  for  the  whole  ration ;  and  in  n 

my  lettera  (No.  62,  of  the  13th  October  1835,  and  No.  269,  of  the  23d  April  following)^ 
I  expressed  an  o()ini<Mi  unfavourable  to  the  suggested  alteration,  which  would  recjuire  a  large 
additional  commissariat  establishment,  while,  m  consequence  of  the  troops  being,  as  they 
then  were,  dispersed  in  so  many  detachments  in  the  interior,  on  account  of  the  abolition  of 
slavery,  the  enormous  expense  for  the  transport  of  provisions,  and  the  great  difficulties  in 

i)rocuring  it,  could  not  be  surmounted  by  this  department  so  readily  as  by  a  contractor  with 
ocal  influence  and  numerous  properties  under  his  control.  The  then  state  of  things  no 
longer  exists.  The  detachments  have  been  withdrawn  from  the  most  inaccessible  posts — 
Latiom,  (jrreen  Castle,  Sans  Souci,  Caledonia,  Montoelier  and  Phoenix  Park ;  and,  with  the 
exception  of  Maroon  Town,  which  is  22  miles  inland  from  Montego  Bay,  there  is  no  station 
now  occupied  at  a  greater  distance  from  a  sea-port  than  13  miles;  besides  which,  the  quan- 
tity of  salt  provisions  for  which  transport  will  be  required  is  greatly  diminished. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  considering  that  there  was  no  competition  when  I  last 
advertised  for  this  service,  and  that  there  is  not  likely  to  be  any,  at  least  such  as  might  be 
beneficial  to  the  public,  while  the  contract  is  made  from  year  to  year  only,  I  respectftilly  sug- 
gest, should  it  be  their  Lordships'  pleasure  that  the  troops  in  Jamaica  be  continued  to  be 
supplied  by  contract,  that  it  be  next  advertised  for  three  years  certain. 

I  am  however  of  opinion,  that  a  more  commissariat  system,  such  as  their  Lordships  sug- 
gested in  the  letters  to  which  I  have  referred,  may,  under  these  altered  circumstances,  be 
adopted  more  advantageously  now  than  it  could  have  been  formerly,  by  inviting  comneti- 
tion  for  the  supply  of  fresh  beef  and  bread  to  the  troops  by  districts  or  posts,  and  for 
rice,  sumr  and  coffee,  deUverable  into  a  commissariat  store  at  Kingston  on  the  south  side, 
and  at  Montego  Bay  on  the  north  side  of  the  island,  and  by  sending  out  peas  and  salt  pork 
from  England. 

If  this  method  should  be  adopted,  two  additional  commissariat  officers  would  be  neces- 
sary on  the  south,  and  one  on  the  north  side ;  transport  would  have  to  be  provided  by 
contractor  purchase,  and  1«.  or  Is.  6  if,  a  day  to  be  allowed  to  well-recommended  non- 
oommissioned  officers  to  issue  and  take  chaise  of  detail  stores  at  detached  stations ;  these, 
with  the  rent  of  stores  and  wharfage,  would  be  the  principal  charges  to  be  incurred,  against 
the  saving  of  which  I  contemplate  the  measure  would  be  productive,  amounting,  as  will 
appear  from  the  estimate  enclosed,  which  I  have  carefully  filmed  from  the  best  information 
to  which  I  have  access,  to  upwards  of  7,000  i  sterling  in  the  year. 

I  most  earnestly  beg  that  their  Lordships,  if  it  should  be  decided  on  continuing  the  pre- 
sent system  of  contract,  will  forward  their  mstructions  to  me  as  early  as  possible ;  and  at 
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the  same  time  direct  an  advertisement  to  be  inserted  in  the  Barbados  papers,  inviting^  ten- 
ders to  be  opened  here  on  the  1st  December,  as  much  time  will  be  lost  by  my.  sending  it 
hence  after  their  Lordships'  commands  shall  have  reached  me. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)        D.  Kearney^  d.  o.  g. 

Having  submitted  the  above  letter  to  the  lieutenant-general  commanding,  he  authorizes 
me  to  add  that  it  has  his  entire  approbation. 

A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.  (signed)        D.  Kearney,  n.  c.  o. 


Estimated  Cost  of  the  Soldier's  weekly  ration  of  Provisions  in  Jamaica,  if  supplied  through 

the  medium  of  the  Commissariat 

d. 
7  lbs.  of  bread       ------     i6'4 

6  lbs.  of  fresh  beef         -----    29*25 

1 J  lb.  of  salt  pork  -         -        -        -        -       7*6 

6  oz.  of  coffee        ------       1*422 

9  oz.  of  sugar        -        -        -        -        -        -       1*974 

Ij  lbs.  of  rice         ------       2*925 

1  pint  of  peas        ------        -937 


59*408  sterling. 


1  barrel  of  flour,  at  10  dollars — 1  barrel  equal  to  196  lbs.  of  flour  ;  112  lbs.  of  flour ^ 

eaual  to  135  lbs.  of  bread,  clear  of  all  charge  for  baking. 
Beef,  at  9  d.  currency  per  lb.  if  supplied  by  butchers,  without  the  intervention  of  a 

contractor. 
Salt  pork,  at  5  d,  sterling  per  lb. 
Coffee,  at  Id,  currency  per  lb. 
Sugar,  at  6^  d,  currency  per  lb. 
Rice,  at  30 «.  currency  per  100  lbs. 
Peas,  at  5  s.  sterling  per  bushel. 
The  number  of  full  weekly  rations  at  present  issued  is  3,000. 
The  present  contract  price  is  71*3  e?. 

£•        s»    d, 
3,000  weekly  rations  at  7 1  ^3  d.  equal  to    -        -  46,345    -    -  per  annum. 
3,000  weekly  rations  at  59*408  rf.      „         -        -  38,615     4     - 

Difference    -    £.7,729  16    - 


Commissariat,  Jamaica,  (signed)        D.  Kearney,  d.  c.  g. 

7  May  1837, 


Sir,  Treasury  Chambers,  12  September  1837. 

No.  30.  The  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majest/s  Treasury  having  had  under  tiieir  consider- 

ation  the  representations  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  7th  May  last,  regarding  the  mode 
of  obtaining  future  supplies  of  provisions  for  the  troops,  &c.  at  Jamaica,  I  am  commanded 
to  acquaint  you,  that  My  Lords  will  hereafter  convey  to  you  their  instructions  upon  the 
subject ;  but  in  the  meantime  they  are  of  opinion,  that  a  contract  should  be  made  in  the 
usual  manner  for  the  ensuing  12  months  only.  Their  Lordships  have,  in  compliance  with 
your  request,  issued  directions  to  Deputy  Commissary  General  Filder,  to  insert  the  necessary 
advertisement  in  the  Barbados  papers ;  and  My  Lords  desire  that  you  will  immediately 
communicate  with  Mr.  Filder  on  the  subject. 

I  am,  &c. 
D.  Kearney,  Esq.,  d.  c.  g.,  Jamaica.  (signed)        A.  Y.  Spearman, 


Sir,  Treasury  Chambers,  12  September  1837. 

No.  31.  I  AM  commanded  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury,  to  desire  that 

you  will  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  receipt  of  this  communication,  cause  notice  to  be  ^en 
by  advertisement  in  the  Barbados  papers,  that  tenders  vnll  be  received  from  persons  willing 
to  undertake  the  supply  of  rations  to  the  troops,  &c.  at  Jamaica,  for  the  period  of  one 
year  from  the  3l6t  March  next. 

I  am  also  desired  to  transmit  for  your  information,  an  extract  from  the  existing  contract  at 
Jamaica  to  be  supplied,  and  the  price  now  paid  for  the  same  at  Jamaica. 

Mr.  Kearney  is  apprized  by  this  packet,  that  you  have  been  desired  to  insert  the  neces- 
sary advertisement  for  a  contract,  and  he  has  also  been  desired  to  communicate  with  yon  on 
the  subject  forthwith. 

I  am,  &c. 
W.  Filder,  Esq.,  d.  c.  o.,  Barbados.  (signed)        A.  Y.  Spearman, 

Gentlemen, 
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Gentlemen,  Treasury  Chambere,  12  September  1837. 

I  AM  commanded  by  the  Lords  CJommissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  to  transmit  ^^-  ^2. 

iu>  you  four  letters  and  their  enclosures,  from  Deputy  Commissary  General  Kearney,  at 
Jamaica,  dated  respectively  28th  November  1835, 18th  July  1836,  l«th  April  and  7th  May 
last,  relative  to  the  supply  of  rations  to  the  troops  at  that  station ;  together  with  copy  of  at 
.jninute  of  this  Board  ot  tte  6th  June  last,  and  extract  of  a  minute  of  this  Board  of  the  5th 
instant  on  this  subject ;  and  I  am  to  request  you  will  favour  their  Lordships  with  any  obser- 
vations which  may  occur  to  you  thereupon. 

I  am,  kc. 

The  Commissioners  of  Audit.  (signed)        A.  Y.  Spearman. 


Sir,  Commissariat,  Jamaica,  14  May  1837. 

With  reference  to  my  letter,  No.  554,  of  the  16th  April,  reporting  the  proceedings  which  No.  33. 

had  been  adopted  to  give  effect  to  ihe  instructions  of  tiie  Lords  Commissioners  of  his 
Majesty's  Treasury,  for  making  an  alteration  in  the  ration  of  the  soldier,  I  have  the  honour 
to  transmit  a  copy  of  his  Excellency  the  Lieutenant-general's  approval,  which  I  was  not 
able  to  forward  at  the  time,  in  consequence  of  his  absence  on  a  tour  of  inspection. 

I  have,  &c. 
A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.  (signed)        D.  Kearney,  d.  c.  g. 


Military  Secretary's  Office,  Kingston,  Jamaica, 
Sir,  2  May  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  in  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  27th  of  April,  that  the      End.  in  No.  33. 
lieutenant-general  commanding  approves  of  the  report  you  addressed  to  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  his  Majesty's  Treasury,  under  date  16th  April,  relative  to  the  alteration  that 
has  been  made  in  the  soldier's  ration  from  the  1st  instant;  a  copy  of  which  you  enclosed  for 
his  information. 

I  have,  &c. 
D.  Kearney,  Esq.,  (signed)        S.  U.  Warren, 

Deputy  Commissaiy  (jeneral.  Assistant  Military  Secretary. 


My  Ix)rd,  Treasury  Chambers,  4  August  1837. 

I  AM  commanded  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  to  transmit  here-  No.  34. 

unth  for  vour  Lordship's  information,  with  reference  to  the  letter  of  this  Board  of  15  June  last, 
copies  or  a  letter  from  Deputy  C.G.  Kearney,  dated  Jamaica,  14  May  last,  enclosing  copy 
of  the  approval  of  the  Lieutenant-general  commanding  of  the  measures  which  had  been  adopted 
to  give  effect  to  the  instructions  for  making  an  alteration  in  the  ration  of  the  soldier. 

1  have,  &c. 
The  Secretary  at  War.  (signed)        A.  Y.  Spearman. 


My  Lords,  Audit  Office,  19  October  1837. 

We  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Spearman's  letter  of  the  12th  of  No.  36. 

September  1837,  transmitting  four  letters,  and  tneir  enclosures,  from  Deputy  Commissary 
General  Kearney,  at  Jamaica,  dated  respectively,  28th  November  1836, 18tn  July  1836, 16th 
April  and  7th  May  1837,  relative  to  the  supply  of  rations  to  the  troops  at  that  station ;  together 
with  copy  of  a  mmute  of  your  Lordships' jBoard  of  6th  June  1837,  and  extract  of  a  similar 
minute  of  6th  September  1837,  on  the  subject ;  and  in  obedience  to  your  Lordships'  desire 
that  we  would  offer  any  observations  which  might  occur  to  us  on  these  papers,  we  oeg  leave 
to  remark  that  the  several  arrangements  reported  by  Mr.  Kearney  in  the  first  three  of  his 
letters,  namely,  for  carrying  into  effect  your  Lordships'  directions  as  to  the  new  description 
of  ration  to  be  issued  to  the  troops  at  Jamaica,  incluain^  the  measure  of  relieving  the  former 
^contractors  from  the  stock  of  salted  beef  they  had  provided  for  their  then  existing  contract, 
appear  to  have  been  well  adapted  to  the  occasion.  And  as  your  Lordships  have,  by  your 
aforesaid  minute  of  6th  June  1837,  signified  your  approbation  of  Mr.  Kearney's  proceedings 
in  those  matters,  and  directed  that  the  salted  beef  should  be  appropriated  to  the  service  of 
other  colonies,  it  appears  unnecessary  that,  on  this  part  of  the  subject,  we  should  do  more 
than  draw  your  Lordships'  attention  to  the  coincidence  in  opinion  of  the  Lieutenant-general 
commanding  at  Jamaica  with  that  expressed  in  our  report  of  the  17th  August  1836  (No.  268), 
namely,  that  some  portion  of  salt  provisions  would  be  more  conducive  to  the  health  of  the 
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soldier  in  Jamaica  than  an  entire  fresh  meat  ration ;  Sir  Lionel  Smith  haying,  in  the  exercise- 
of  the  discretion  mested  in  him^  directed  that  sak  pork,  'with  peas,  should  be  issued  two  days 
in  the  week,  on  the  ground  of  its  being  morexonaucive  to  health  dian  a  ration  without  any- 
salt  provisions. 

It  is  principally  upon  Mr.  liLeamey's  letter  of  7tb  May  1837  (No.  580),  in  which  he  sdbdouts 
propositions  in  regard  to  a  new  mode  of  subsisting  the  troops  at  Jamaica,  with  a  view  t# 
reduce  the  large  expenditure  under  that  head«  that  we  conceive  your  Lordships  are  de«rous 
of  receiving  our  opmion. 

On  this  subject^  Mr.  Kearney  first  adverts  to  communications  from  your  Lordships'  Board 
of  29th  August  1835  and  Ist  January  1836,  directing  him  to  report  whether  salted  iirovisions 
for  the  use  of  the  troops  at  Jamaica  might  not  be  advantageously  supplied  fi-om  this  country 
through  the  naval  department,  in  the  same  manner  as  for  other  stations,  and  be  issued  by 
the  fommissariat,  instead  <if  contimiing  ihe  prosent  system  of  eontraeting  for  the  delivery  of 
the  whole  ration  on  the  spot. 

And  after  referring  to  the  opinion  he  then  expressed  against  such  an  alteration,  in  which 
opinion,  in  reporting  to  your  Lordships  upon  the  subject,  we  at  the  time  expressed  our 
'oj^l^^^  entire  concurrence,  Mr.  Kearney  now  states,  that  the  impediments  to  the  change,  which  lay 
J|[3$S*-^'i§^*       chiefly  in  the  circumstances  of  the  numerous  and  almost  inaccessible  stations  in  Jamaica  at 
yj  /ww*  which  detachments  of  troops  were  then  maintained,  and  of  the  difficulty  and  expense  that 

would  attend  the  transport  of  the  rations  on  the  part  of  the  commissariat,  now  no  longer 
exist ;  that  the  detachments  have  been  withdrawn  firom  those  stations  the  most  inaccessible ; 
and  that,  with  the  exception  of  Maroon  Town  (which  is  22  miles  inland  from  Montego  Bav), 
there  is  no  station  now  occupied  at  a  greater  distance  than  13  miles  firom  a  sea-port,  besides 
that  the  quantity  of  salted  provisions  for  which  transport  would  be  requirea  is  greatly 
diminished,  owing  to  the  increased  issues  of  fresh  meat.  Under  these  altered  circumstances, 
Mr.  Kearney  therefore  suggests  whetlier,  if  the  system  of  contract  by  whole  rations  is  to  be 
continued,  that  contract  might  not  be  made  for  three  years  certain;  but  he  adds  his  opinion, 
that  the  alteration  formerly  suggested  by  your  Lordships'  Board  might  now  be  more  advan- 
tageously adopted,  by  inviting  competition  for  the  supply  of  fresh  beef  and  bread  by  dis- 
tricts or  posts,  and  for  rice,  sugar  and  coffee  deliverable  into  commissariat  stores  at  Kingston 
and  Montego  Bay  respectively,  and  by  sending  out  salted  pork  and  peas  from  England^ 
Mr.  Kearney  transmits  a  statement  of  the  comparative  cost  of  the  ration  at  the  present  con- 
tract price,  and  that  at  which  he  conceives  it  could  be  obtained  under  the  proposed  system^ 
showing  a  difference  in  the  expenditure  on  this  head  of  7,729/.  16  s.  in  the  year,  aj?ainst 
which,  as  he  states,  there  would  be  a  set-off  of  the  charges  which  would  be  ihcurred  for  an 
increased  establishment  of  the  commissariat,  transport,  rent  of  store-houses,  wharfage,  &c. 

Upon  these  propositions,  in  regard  to  which  your  Lordships  have,  by  the  extract  of  your 
minute  of  dth  September  1837,  suspended  giving  anv  directions,  instructing  Mr.  Kearney 
in  the  mean  time  to  enter  into  a  fresh  contract  under  the  present  system  for  12  months, 
i.  e.  for  the  miUtary  year  1838-39,  we  beg  leave  to  observe  in  the  first  place,  that  the 
estimated  saving  is  founded  upon  the  prices  of  the  existing  contract,  which,  having  been 
renewed,  though  under  attempts  at  greater  competition  and  at  varying  prices  for  many  years- 
past  with  the  powerful  house  of  Messrs.  Atkinson  &  Hozier,  has  amounted  almost  to  a 
monopoly  in  the  hands  of  that  firm.  The  competition  which  may  be  looked  for  from  the 
measure  directed  by  your  Lordships'  minute  of  5th  September  1837,  of  advertising  the  new 
Jamaica  contract  at  Barbados,  and  the  intention  oi  Messrs.  Cavan  8c  Co.  of  the  latter 
island  to  tender  for  the  supplies,  may  naturally  be  expected  to  have  a  considerable  influence 
in  reducing  the  cost  of  the  ration  under  the  present  sjrstem  of  supply ;  and  until  the  result  at 
the  tenders  for  1838-39  shall  be  known,  we  submit  that  no  satisfactory  opinion  can  be 
formed  on  the  subject  We  may,  however,  at  present  remark  that  we  entertain  considerable 
doubts  whether,  as  it  did  not  appear  to  be  advantageous  to  supply  Government  salted  pro- 
visions when  the  quantity  issued  was  so  much  more  considerable  than  it  is  at  present,  it 
would  now  be  found  economical  to  incur  the  charges  of  store-houses  and  of  an  establishment 
for  issuing,  &c.,  under  a  greatly  reduced  demand  for  that  article,  independently  of  the  con- 
sideration, that  although  for  the  present  a  portion  of  salted  meat  has  been  continued,  it 
flight  happen  that  upon  an  improved  quality  of  fi^sh  meat  being  obtainable,  or  fi-om  a  reduc- 
tion  of  the  price  of  the  article  and  other  circumstances,  the  use  of  salted  provisions  might 
be  altogether  discontinued  in  Jamaica. 

With  regard  to  the  addition  to  the  commissariat  establishment  which  might  be  required 
were  the  propositions  of  Mr.  Kearney  to  be  adopted,  and  which  that  officer  considers  would 
be  limited  to  two  deputy-assistants,  with  issuers  to  be  selected  from  non-commissioned  officers 
of  regiments  serving  on  the  station  to  take  charge  of  provisions,  and  to  issue  in  detail  at 
detached  stations  and  posts,  we  may  observe  that  at  some  other  stations,  the  Mauritius  for 
example,  which,  fi-om  the  nature  of  its  detached  posts,  appears  to  assimilate  very  much  with 
Jamaica,  it  has  been  found  very  difficult  to  secure  the  services  of  honest  and  efficient  issuers 
in  the  persons  of  non-commissioned  officers  of  regiments,  and  that  the  attempt  has  on  more 
than  one  occasion  led  to  the  establishment  of  regularly  paid  store-keepers  and  issuers  of 
the  commissariat.  It  is  also  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  transport  of  all  kinds  at  Jamaica,  as  well 
as  the  rent  of  store-houses  and  wharfage,  is  very  high,  and  that  these  charges,  and  likewise 
the  contingent  ones  for  losses  from  waste,  damage,  robbery,  &c  ,  inseparable  almost  from  the 
keeping  in  store  and  issuing  in  detail  of  a  Government  stock  of  provisions,  are  all  prevented 
bv  the  existing  mode  of  contract  at  Jamaica.  It  is  true  that  tne  system  proposed  by  Mr» 
Kearney  is  that  which  is  followed  generally  at  other  foreign  stations,  and  therefore  supposing 
it  to  be  the  most  advantageous  in  other  cases,  it  would  appear  prima  facie  that  there  were  good 

grounds 


Digitized  by 


Google 


RATIONS  TO  THE  TROOPS  IN  JAMAICA,  &c.  ©1 

grounds  for  mtroducmg  it  at  Jamaica  also,  particularly  under  the  altered  circumstances  of 
that  island,  and  with  the  ftivourable  estimate  submitted  by  Mr.  Kearney.  Nevertiieless, 
being  strongly  impressed  with  a  se6se  of  the  difficulty  of  deducing  any  very  accurate  con- 
clusions from  comparisons  of  this  nature,  and  of  ascertaining  all  the  charges  incidental  to  a 
change  of  system,  and  considering,  moreover,  that  the  reduction  in  prices  which  Mr.  Kearney 
contemplates  from  the  change  may  possibly  be  effected  by  exciting  greater  competition,  and 
perhaps,  by  extending  the  period  of  the  contract,  retaining:  the  present  system  ot  supply,  we 
should  hesitate  to  advise  your  Lordships  to  proceed  in  this  matter  without  more  conclusive 
data,  and,  at  all  events,  w&  would  submit  that  the  furthei:  consideration  of  the  subject  should 
be  postponed  until  the  result  of  the  tenders  for  the  supplies  for  the  year  1838-39,  to  be  re- 
ceived on  the  Ist  December  next,  shall  be  ascertained. 

We  have,  &c. 

(signed)        F.  S.  Larpentl 

To  the  Right  honourable  the  Lords  Commissioners  H,  F.  Luttrell. 

of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury,  W^  L.  Herries, 


Copy  Treasury  Mihute,  dated  14  November  1837. 

Read  letter  from  commissioners  of  audit,  dated   19th  October  1837,  acknowledging  the  No.  36. 

receipt  of  Mr.  Spearman's  letter  of  1 2th  September,  enclosing  four  from  Deputy  Commis- 
sary General  Kearney  at  Jamaica,  dated  respectively  28th  November  1836,  18th  July  1836, 
16th  April  and  7th  May  1837,  relative  to  the  supply  of  rations  to  the  troops  at  that  station, 
together  with  copy  of  a  minute  of  this  board  of^  6th  June  1837,  and  extract  from  one  of 
5m  September  on  the  subject ;  and  in  obedience  to  my  Lords'  desire  that  they  would  offer 
any  observations  wliich  might  occur  to  them  on  these  papers,  they  report  that  the  several 
arrangements  notified  by  Mr.  Kearney  in  the  first  three  of  his  letters,  namely,  for  carrying 
into  effect  My  Lords'  directions  as  to  the  new  description  of  rations  to  be  issued  to  the 
troops  at  Jamaica,  including  the  measure  of  relieving'  the  former  contractors  from  the  stock 
of  salted  beef  they  had  provided  for  their  then  existmg  contract,  appear  to  have  been  well 
adapted  to  the  occasion* 

On  Mr.  Kearney's  letter  of  the  7th  May  1837,  in  which  he  submits  propositions  in  regard 
to  a  new  mode  of  subsisting  the  troops  at  Jamaica,  with  a  view  to  reduce  the  large  expen- 
diture under  that  head,  they  report,  that  upon  these  propositions,  in  regard  to  which  My 
Lords  have,  by  the  extract  of  their  minute  of  5th  Septemoer  last,  suspended  giving  any 
directions,  instructing  Mr.  Kearney  in  the  mean  time  to  enter  into  a  fresh  contract,  under 
the  present  system,  lor  12  months,  viz.,  for  the  military  year  1838-39 ;  that  until  the  result 
of  the  tenders  for  this  contract  shall  be  known,  no  satisfiau^tory  opinion  can  be  formed  upon 
the  subject;  and  they  submit  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  same  be  postponed  until 
«uch  information  be  received  from  Mr.  Kearney. 

Under  the  circumstances  stated  by  the  commissioners  of  audit,  My  Lords  will  defer  the 
further  consideration  of  this  subject  until  they  shall  have  before  them  the  result  of  the 
advertisement  for  tenders  for  the  supplies  for  the  troops  in  Jamaica  for  the  year  1838-39. 

Write  to  Mr.  Kearney  that  My  Lords  expect  to  receive  from  him  an  early  report  of  the 
result  of  the  tenders  for  the  suppUes  for  the  troops  for  the  year  1838-39. 


Sir,  Commissariat,  West  Indies,  Barbados,  14  October  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  ^o.  37. 

Majesty's  Treasury,  copy  of  a  letter  fVom  the  Military  Secretary,  conveying  the  orders  of 
the  Lieutenant-general  commanding  the  forces  for  the  supply  by  this  department  of  vinegar 
for  the  use  of  the  European  troops  at  Tobago ;  and  copy  also  of  a  general  order,  directing 
the  issue  of  fresh  meat  every  day  in  the  week  to  the  same  troops,  in  consequence  of  their 
sickly  state. 

I  respectfully  pointed  out  to  the  Lieutenant-general  that  any  increase  to  the  authorized 
ration  for  men  not  in  hospiuiJ^  nor  subject  to  additional  stoppage,  was  unusual ;  but  he  con- 
sidered the  case  to  be  urgent,  and  one  in  which  the  cost  should  be  borne  by  the  public. 
The  expenditure  on  this  account  will  however  be  inconsiderable. 

I  have,  &c. 

A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.  (signed)         William  Filder,  d.o.o. 


Gekeral  Order. 

Head-quarters,  Barbados,  10  October  1S37. 
In  consequence  of  the  sickly  state  of  the  detachment,  89th  regiment,  at  Tobago^  and  on     End.  ia  No.  37. 
the  recommendation  of  the  inspector-general  of  hospiteds,  the  de{>uty  connnissary-general 
will  be  pleased  to  give  the  necessary  directions  for  the  issue  forthwith  of  fresh  meat  rations 
for  eveiy  day  in  the  week  until  further  orders. 


Sir,  Head-quarters,  Barbados,  10  October  183T. 

I  AM  directed  to  forward  to  you  the  enclosed  letter  from  the  inspector-general  of 
hospitals,  recommending  the  issue  of  a  small  quantity  bf  vinegar  to  the  men  of  a  detach- 
ment of  the  89th  regiment  stationed  at  Tobago,  in  consequence  of  the  appearance  amongst 
them  of  several  cases  of  scorbutus. 
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The  Lieutenant-general  therefore  requests  you  will  be  good  enough  to  direct  the  commis- 
sariat officer  there  to  issue,  until  further  orders,  one  quarter  of  a  gill  of  vinegar  to  each  manr 
of  this  detachment  daily 

I  have^&c. 
W.  Filder,  Esq.,  (signed)        H.  Bates,  Lieu*  Act?  Milr  Seer. 

Deputy  Commissary  General, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


Sir,  Inspector-general's  Office,  Barbados,  9  October  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  the  accompanying  letter,  which  I  have  received  from  the- 
principal  medical  officer  at  Tobago,  and  request  that  you  will  lay  it  before  his  Excellency 
the  Lieutenant-general  commandm^  the  forces,  for  his  mformation. 

Under  the  cu'cumstanees  mentioned  by  the  principal  medical  officer  at  Tobago,  and 
a  scorbutic  affection  having  made  its  appearance  amongst  the  men  of  the  detachment,  89th 
regiment,  stationed  there,  I  beg  to  recommend  for  the  favourable  consideration  of  the  Lieu- 
tenant-general commanding,  that  fresh  meat  be  issued  every  day  in  the  week,  and  also  a 
quarter  of  a  gill  of  vinegar  daily  to  each  man  of  that  detachment  until  further  orders. 

I  have,  &c. 
Lieutenant  Bates,  (signed)         T.  Draper, 

Actg  Mily  Secretary,  &c.  &c.  &c.  Insp'  Gen^  of  Hosp^. 


Sir,  Treasury  Chambers,  23d  December  1837. 

No.  38.  The  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury,  having  had  before  them  your 

letter  of  the  14th  October  last,  with  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  military  secretary,  conveying 
the  orders  of  the  Lieutenant-general  commandius  for  the  supply  by  the  commissariat  of 
vinegar  for  the  use  of  the  troops  at  Tobago ;  also  copy  of  a  general  order,  directing  the 
issue  of  fresh  meat  every  day  in  the  week  to  the  same  troops  in  consequence  of  their  sickly 
state ;  I  am  commanded  to  acquaint  you,  that  My  Lords  entirely  approve  of  the  direction? 
by  the  general  commanding,  under  the  circumstances  stated,  and  of  your  proceedings  in 
consequence 

I  am,  &c. 
W.  Filder,  Esq.,  d.  c,  g.,  Barbados.  (signed)        A.  Y.  Spearman. 


Commissariat,  West  Indies,  Barbados, 
Sir,  15  November  1837. 

jJq^  39^  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her 

Majesty's  Treasury,  that  the  Lieutenant-general  commanding  the  forces  has  given  orders 
that  the  issues  oi  fresh  meat  to  the  troops  in  this  command  should  be  extended  to  five 
days  in  the  week  from  the  1st  of  next  month ;  and  that  the  ration  of  provisions  authorized 
by  the  minute  of  their  Lordships'  board  of  the  24th  January  last  should  in  all  respects  be 
adopted  from  that  date.  No  further  issues  of  the  salt  beet  which  is  in  the  different  maga- 
zines can  consequently  be  made  after  that  period. 

I  have,  &c. 
Alexander  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.,  &c.  kc.  (signed)        William  Filder,  d.  c.  g. 


Treasury  Memorandum,  5  January  1838. 
Directions  having  been  given  to  Mr.  Filder  for  the  disposal  of  the  surplus  stock  of  salted* 
beef,  no  further  directions  are  necessary. 


Commissariat,  West  Indies, 
Sir,  Barbados,  31  Jan.  1838. 

No.  40.  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  14th  October  last,  I  have  the  honour  to  report,  for  the 

information  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury,  that  the  issue  of  vinegar 
and  the  extra  issue  of  fresh  beef  to  the  European  troops  at  Tobago  ceased  on  the  21st 
December. 

I  have,  &c. 
Alexander  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.,  &c.  &c.  (signed)         William  Filder,  d.  c.  g. 
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Sir,  War  Ofl5ce,  31  May  1838. 

With  reference  to  the  correspondence  which  took  place  respecting  the  rations  of  the  No.  41. 

troops  in  the  West  Indies,  and  the  change  which  has  in  consequence  been  made,  I  hare  the 

honour  to  state,  that  further  inquiries  have  brought  to  m]^  knowledge,  that  the  laro-e  pro* 

portion  of  salt  meat  formerly  issued  in  the  West  Indies  still  continues  to  be  serveJTout  in 

bermuda,  and  with  the  same  exceeding  injurious  effect  upon  the  health  of  the  troops.     I 

have  therefore  to  request  that  you  will  most  strongly  press  upon  the  consideration  of  the 

Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  my  opinion  of  the  necessity  of  immediately 

making  a  change  in  the  rations  allowed  in  this  colony,  similar  to  that  which  has  already 

been  introduced  into  the  West  India  command.  ,  ^         c 

1  have,  &c. 

F.  Baring,  Esq.,  &c.  &c.  &c.  (signed)  Hawick. 


My  Lord,  Treasury  Chambers,  6  September  1838. 

1  AM  commanded  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  to  acquaint  No.  42. 

you,  that  having  had  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  31st  Ma^^  last  before  them,  on  the  subject 
of  an  increased  issue  of  fresh  meat  to  the  troops  stationed  in  the  Bermudas,  their  Lordsnips 
observe,  that  as  those  islands  are  not  in  the  West  Indies,  or  within  the  tropics,  the  orders 
given  for  extending  the  issue  of  fresh  meat  to  the  .Tamaica  and  Leeward  Island  commands 
did  not  extend  to  the  Bermudas,  as  might  be  supposed  from  your  Lordship's  letter,  and  that 
more  especially  such  orders  have  not  b^n  eiven  with  respect  to  those  islands,  not  only  on  that 
account,  but  also  because  it  has  not  beiore  been  brought  to  their  Lordships'  knowledge, 
either  by  reports  from  your  Lordship's  department,  or  the  officers  who  from  time  to  time 
have  commanded  the  troops,  or  the  commissariat  officer  in  charge,  that  the  issues  of  salt 
meat>  under  existing  regulations,  have  been  in  any  degree  prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the 
troops  in  those  islands. 

I  am  also  commanded  to  state,  that,  although  as  My  Lords  have  already  observed,  they 
have  not  before  received  from  your  Lordship,  and  not  at  all  from  those  officers  on  the  spot 
whose  especial  duty  it  was  to  have  brought  such  a  fact  under  the  notice  of  their  Lordships, 
any  complaint  of  injury  to  the  health  of  the  troops  at  Bermuda,  resulting  from  the  use  of  salted 
meat,  in  the  proportion  in  which  the  issue  has  heretofore  been  authorized,  their  Lordships 
will,  in  consequence  of  your  Lordship's  representation,  call  upon  the  commissariat  officer 
in  charge  to  report  what  facihties  there  are  for  furnishing  an  increased  supply  of  fresh 
meat,  and  what  will  be  the  probable  additional  expense  of  extending  the  issue  to  three  or 
four  days  in  the  week,  and  will  thereupon  give  such  orders  as  may  appear  to  be  necessary. 

I  am  also  at  the  same  time  to  acquaint  your  Lordship,  with  reference  to  the  arrangement 
made  for  ascertaining  the  effect  of  the  altered  ration  in  the  Jamaica  and  Leeward  Islands 
oi'ion  the  health  of  the  troops  in  those  stations,  that  My  Lords  would  be  glad  to  learn  the 
result  of  your  Lordship's  inquiries  on  that  important  subject. 

I  am,  Sec. 

The  Secretary  at  War,  (signed)  A.  Y.  Spearman. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Sir,  Treasury  Chambers,  6  September  1838. 

I  AM  commanded  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  to  acquaint  No.  43. 

jrou,  that  it  has  been  represented  to  this  Board  by  the  Secretary  at  War,  that  the  propor- 
tion of  salted  meat  now  issued  to  the  troops  at  Bermuda  has  had  an  excessively  injurious 
effect  on  the  health  of  the  men,  and  that  My  Lords,  although  they  have  received  no  such 
statement  from  you  or  from  the  officer  commanding,  are  desirous  of  learning  from  you  what 
&cilities  there  are  of  increasing  the  supply  of  fresh  meat  at  Bermuda,  and  what  would  be 
the  probable  additional  expense  that  would  be  incurred  by  extending  the  issues  thereof  to 
three  or  four  days  weekly,  instead  of  two  days  as  at  present ;  such  facts  being  at  the  same 
time  submitted  to  the  officer  commanding,  for  his  opinion  as  to  the  expediency  of  the  pro- 
posed change  in  the  diet  of  the  troops,  in  order  that  the  whole  case  being  thus  brought 
before  this  Board,  My  Lords  may  thereby  be  enabled  to  give  further  directions  in  the  matter. 

I  am,  &c. 

H.  Bowers,  a.  c.  g.,  Bermuda.  (signed)        JF.  Baring. 


Sir,  War  Office,  26  October  1838. 

1  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  6th  September  last,  No.  44- 

acquainting  me  that  preparatory  steps  have  been  taken  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
Her  Majesty's  Treasui^  for  obtaining  a  further  supply  of  fresh  meat  to  the  troops  serving  at 
the  Bermudas.    Had  circumstances  admitted  of  it,  L  was  anxious  that  improvement  should 
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at  once  have  been  carried  into  eflfect,  and  my  reasons  will,  I  am  assured,  convince  their 
Lordships  of  the  necessity  for  it  being  so  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

It  appears  sufficiently  demonstrative  of  the  propriety  of  such  a  change,  that,  in  a  climate 
otherwise  so  healthy,  nearly  one-half  of  the  troops  are  under  treatment  annually  for 
diseases  of  the  bowels,  and  that  the  deaths  from  this  cause  alone  amount  to  about  six  per 
thousand  of  the  force  annually,  while  on  the  adjacent  coast  of  North  America  these 
diseases  are  scarcely  one-fourth  so  prevalent  or  so  fatal* 

These  are  the  results  of  an  investigation  which  I  have  directed  to  be  made  into  the 
medical  returns  of  the  army,  and  the  records  of  this  office  for  the  last  20  years,  and  of 
which  an  official  report  will  be  transmitted  to  the  Treasury  as  soon  as  printed. 

That  the  sufferings  of  the  troops  from  these  diseases  have  not  arisen  entirely  from  the 
climatorial  influence  of  the  Bermudas  is  rendered  extremely  probable  by  the  results  in  the 
annexed  tables,  Nos.  1  and  2,  which  show  that  there,  as  well  as  at  all  the  other  stations 
where  the  troops  are  principally  restricted  to  a  salt-meat  diet,  they  are  much  more  Uable 
to  these  diseases  than  the  officers,  who  can  always  procure  fresh  provisions^  while  at 
other  stations,  where  the  ration  consists  principally  of  fresh  meat,  no  such  distinction  in 
fiurour  of  the  officers  is  perceptible. 

No*  961  and  962.  Not  only  are  the  officer*  comparatively  exempt  from  these  diseases  at  the  Bermudas, 
but  evidence  before  the  transportation  committee  estabUshes,  that  the  convicts,  to  whom  salt 
provisions  are  issued  on  two  days  of  the  week  only,  enjoy  excellent  health,  whereas  the 
returns  for  a  long  series  of  years  show  that  the  reverse  is  the  case  vrith  the  troops,  to  whom 
salt  provisions  are  issued  on  five  days  of  the  week. 

Whatever  difference  of  opinion  may  exist  as  to  the  possibility  of  a  salt-meat  diet  creating 
diseases  of  the  bowels,  there  can,  I  presume,  be  none  as  to  its  being  most  ui^itable  at  a 
station  where  they  are  found  to  prevail  to  such  an  extent  among  the  troops,  without  mate- 
rially affecting  any  other  class  of  individuals ;  and  I  am  therefore  anxious  that  the  proposed 
alteration  should  be  carried  into  effect  as  speedily  as  circumstances  will  permit,  in  the  hope 
of  remedying  so  manifest  an  evil. 

In  suggesting  the  increased  issue  of  fresh  meat  at  the  Bermudas,  I  was  actuated  also  by 
the  consideration  that  it  was  likely  to  prove  in  the  end  rather  more  economical  to  the  public, 
as  I  found,  by  the  commissariat  returns  forwarded  to  this  department,  that,  prior  to  January 
1836,  the  price  of  fresh  meat  there  was  but  6 id.  per  lb.,  and  from  Uiat  period  till  October 
1836,  it  was  even  so  low  as  SJgJjrf.,  being  ^d.  per  lb.  under  the  prime  cost  of  salt  beeii 
independent  of  all  the  incidental  expenses  attending  it ;  though,  from  the  former  contract 
having  been  thrown  up,  a  considerable  increase  has,  I  observe,  taken  place  of  late  in  the 
price  of  fresh  meat,  yet,  as  that  is  understood  to  have  arisen  merely  from  temporary  causes, 
it  seems  highly  probable,  when  the  increased  consumption  of  the  troops  renders  the  contract 
of  greater  object  of  competition,  that  prices  will  resume  their  former  level. 

It  strengthens  such  a  supposition  to  find,  that,  so  far  from  the  substitution  of  fresh  meat 
for  salt  having  been  attended  with  the  additional  expense  which  was  anticipated  in  the 
Windward  and  Leeward  command,  the  contract  price  of  the  former  is  now,  to  within 
id.  per  lb.,  the  same  as  the  prime  cost  of  the  latter ;  and.  when  it  is  taken  into  view  that 
tfie  expense  of  fresh  meat  is  limited  to  the  contract  price;  that  if  deficient,  either  in  quantity 
or  quality,  it  has  to  be  made  good  by  the  contractor ;  that  it  is  neither  liable  to  loss  from 
wastage  nor  be  spoilt  when  kept  too  long  in  store ;  that  no  expense  is  incurred  for  v«rare- 
houses,  nor  for  clerks  to  issue  or  take  charge  of  it,  all  of  which  contingencies  add  materially 
to  the  cost  of  salt  provisions ; — there  can  be  4ttle  doubt  that  the  extension  of  the  issue  of 
fresh  meat,  in  that  command  at  least,  will  ultimately  be  attended  with  economy  to  the 
public,  independent  of  its  beneficial  influence  in  other  respects  on  the  troops. 

With  regard  to  the  improvement  in  the  health  of  the  troops,  on  which  their  Lordships  are 
anxious  for  information,  1  have  to  state,  that  the  statistical  returns  directed  to  be  forwarded 
annually  to  this  office  for  that  purpose  vrill  not  arrive  from  the  West  Indies  till  April  next; 
but  in  the  meantime  I  have,  with  the  view  of  meeting  their  wishes,  directed  reference  to  be 
made  to  the  quarterly  returns  of  diseases  forwai'ded  to  the  army  medical  department,  which 
have  supplied  the  following  evidence  of  the  rapid  diminution  of  mortality  by  diseases  of  the 
bowels  iince  the  alteration  of  the  diet  was  earned  into  effect. 


Died  by  diseases 
of  the  bowels  in 
Windward  and 
Leeward  Islands 
command  - 

In  Jamaica  com-' 
mand 


White  troops 
Black  ditto  - 

I  Both  classes 


Jane  to 

September 

1837. 


41 
6 

3 


September 

to  December 

1837. 


20 
4 


December  1837 

to 
Biarehl838. 


12 
1 


March  to 
June  1838. 


r  Return  not 
\  received. 
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The  specific  diseases  by  which  this  mortality  was  occasioned  will  be  found  in  Table  III. 
hereto  annexed. 

The  change  of  diet  commenced  in  the  quarter  ending  June  1837,  in  which  the  deaths  by 
diseases  of  the  bowels  in  the  Windward  and  Leeward  command  alone  were  31,  besides  25 
who^  it  was  reported,  would  never  quit  the  hospital  alive,  and  who  constituted  most  of  the 
&tal  cases  in  tne  subsequent  qu^ter.  Let  that  mortality  be  contrasted  with  what  has  taken 
place  in  the  correspondmg  quarter  of  the  present  year,  and  it  will  be  as  56,  or,  at  least,  as 
31  to  8, — ^a  most  satisfactory  evidence  certainly  of  the  happy  amelioration  in  the  fatal  cha- 
racter of  these  diseases,  and  the  more  likely  to  be  permanent,  that  it  has  been  gradoally 
progressing  ever  since  the  change  of  diet  was  carried  mto  effect. 

The  influence  of  thai  change  on  the  other  diseases,  or  on  the  mortality  at  these  stations 

generally,  it  is  unnecessary  to  enter  on,  because  it  is  principally  on  diseases  of  the  bowels 

that  the  effect  of  improvea  diet  can  at  first  be  expectea  to  manifest  itself    I  shall  only  add, 

for  the  information  of  their  Lordships,  that  the  mortality  among  the  troops  in  the  West 

Indies  during  the  present  year  has  been  considerably  less  tnan  for  many  previous  ones  ;  and, 

though  I  have  haa  too  many  instances  brought  under  my  observation  of  the  variable  cha 

racter  of  tropical  climates  to  found  positive  conclusions  on  the  results  of  so  short  a  period, 

yet  I  am  sure  their  Lordships  will  see  there  is  su£Scient  reason  for  congratulation  in  the 

improvement  which  has  already  taken  place,  and  to  induce  a  hope  that,  by  similar  changes 

at  other  stations,  where  diseases  of  the  bowels  are  a  great  source  of  mortality  among  the 

troops,  considerable  benefit  is  likely  to  accrue  to  their  nealth,  besides  the  addition  thereby 

made  to  their  comfort.  t  i.         c 

I  have,  &c« 

F«  Baring,  Esq*,  &c  ice  ice*  (signed)  Howick. 


TABLES  referred  to  in  the  preceding  Letter. 


Tables  shovnng  the  relative  prevalence  of  Diseases  of  the  Stomach  and  Bowels  among: 
Officers  and  Soldiers  at  the  following  stations. 


1. — ^Where  Salt  Meat  forms  the  principal  ration  of  the  soldier,  there  are  attacked : 


Per  ThooMod 

of 

Soldicn  oiiBaUf. 


In  the  Windward  and  Leeward  command 

Jamaica        -        - 

Mauritius      -----. 

Gibraltar 

Bermuda       -----. 
St.  Helena 

Ateraqx    -    •    -    • 


II. — ^Where  Fresh  Meat  forms  the  principal  ration  of  the  soldier,  there  are  attacked : 


In  Ionian  Iriands  ... 

Malta 

Cape  of  Good  Hope 
Madras         -        -        -        - 
Bombay        .... 
Bengal  -        -        -        . 

Ayerage    - 


Per  Thoanad 

of 

Soldiert  annnaUy. 


156 
147 

lis* 

419 
241 
279 


227 
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III,  —TABLE  showing  the  Diseases  of  the  Stomach  and  Bowels  which  proved  fatal 
to  the  Troops  in  the  West  Indies  in  each  of  the  four  Quarters,  from  30th  Juue  1837 
to  30th  June  1838. 


WiNDWAEO 

JLKB  LkBWAED  CoMMAMD. 

Jamaica  Comxaxd. 

NAMES  OF  DISEASES. 

White  Troopt. 

Black  Troops. 

BothOaMet. 

let 
Or. 

2d 
Or. 

3d 
Or. 

4th 
Or. 

let 
Or. 

2d 
Or. 

dd 

Or. 

4th 
Or. 

Itt 
Or. 

a. 

3d 
Qr. 

4th 
Or. 

Inflammation  of  Stomach 

^^ 

^ 

1 

^ 

, 

_ 

. 

. 

_ 

Ditto  of  Bowels - 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

* 

J 

Acute  Dysentery   - 

23 

6 

2 

- 

5 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

i 

Chronic  ditto 

14 

8 

8 

4 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

« 

Diarrhoea      -        -        - 

3 

6 

1 

1 

- 

2 

1 

- 

1 

1 

— 

fl 

Colic     -        -        -        . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

<4-> 

Cholera  Morbus     - 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total    .    -    - 

41 

20 

12 

8 

6 

4 

1 

- 

3 

3 

1 

Sir,  War  Office,  10  May  1839. 

No.  46.  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  26th  of  October  last,  relative  to  the  necessity  of  an 

increased  issue  of  fresh  meat  to  the  troops  at  the  Bermudas,  I  have  the  honour  to  annex,  for 
the  information  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury,  extract  from  a 
report  of  the  principal  medical  officer  there  to  the  director-general  of  the  army  medical 
department,  snowing  the  injurious  effect  of  the  salt  ration  at  present  in  use  in  that  colony. 

1  beg  also  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  their  Lordships,  that  m  the  statistical  reports  on  the 
health  of  the  troops  serving  in  the  United  Kingdom,  Mediterranean  and  America,  presented 
to  Parliament  last  month,  the  injurious  consequences  of  the  same  diet  are  exemplified  by 
the  extreme  prevalence  of  diseases  of  the  stomach  and  bowels  among  the  tioops  in  the  Ber- 
mudas during  the  last  20  years,  which,  combined  with  the  marked  diminution  in  the  fatal 
cases  of  these  diseases  since  the  increase  in  the  ration  of  fresh  meat  in  the  Windward  and 
Leeward  command,  as  stated  in  my  last  letter,  and  which  I  am  happy  to  say  still  continues, 
induces  me  again  to  call  the  attention  of  their  Lordships  to  this  important  subject,  and  to 
request  that  1  may  be  informed  what  progress  has  been  made  in  ootaining  an  additional 
supply  of  fresh  meat  for  the  troops  in  that  colony. 

I  have,  &c. 
F.  Baring,  Esq.,  &c.  &c.  &c.  (signed)  Howick. 


Eocl.  in  No.  45. 


No.  46. 


Extract  from  Report  before  referred  to,  dated  30th  July  1837. 

"  The  issue  of  salt  rations  in  this  colony,  being  five  days  out  of  seven,  has  produced  in 
some  instances,  symptoms  of  scurvy,  viz.  spon^  state  and  bleeding  of  the  gums,  livid 
spots  on  the  surface,  and  some  degree  of  debility.  This  occurred  last  year  in  June,  and 
again  in  this  year  at  the  same  period,  which  can  be  attributed  to  nothing  else  but  salt 
rations  and  want  of  vegetables ;  it  produces  also  considerable  thirst,  which  excites  the  men 
to  drink  to  great  excess. 

''  Under  existing  circumstances,  the  substitution  of  a  fresh  meat  ration  is  certainly  very 
desirable ;  if  not  throughout  the  year,  at  least  during  the  smnmer  months,  from  April  to 
30  September,  and  during  the  winter  months  every  other  day." 


Sir,  Treasury  Chambers,  23  January  1840. 

I  HAVE  it  in  command  from  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Iler  Majesty's  Treasury  to 
acquaint  you,  with  reference  to  Lord  Howick's  letters,  dated  October  1838  and  10th  May 
last,  that  My  Lords  have  received  from  Major-general  Sir  S.  Chapman,  recently  in  command 
of  the  troops  at  Bermuda,  and  from  the  commissariat  officer  in  charge  at  that  station,  full 
and  detailed  reports  on  the  subject  of  the  salt-meat  ration  issued  to  the  troops  stationed 
there,  which  reports  are  herewith  enclosed. 

Since  the  date  of  these  communications,  a  new  contract  has  been  entered  into  for  a  supply 
of  fresh  meat  to  the  31st  March  1843,  at  the  lowest  prices  offered,  which  are,  however,  at  the 
following  advanced  rates,  viz. — 

For  the  issue  at  St.  George's  and  its  military  dependencies,  9Xrf.  per  lb. ; 
For  Ireland  and  the  station  of  Mount  Laughton,  at  lOrf.  per  lb. ; 

by  which  the  increased  charge  to  Government,  in  the  event  of  an  addition  of  one  day's  fresh 

meat 
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meat  in  the  weekly  issues  to  the  soldier,  may  be  estimated  at  about  12  per  cent,  above  the 
sum  calculated  on  by  Mr.  Bowers,  in  his  letter  of  the  19th  of  December  1838. 

My  Lords  have  to  observe,  that  in  the  year  1828,  4  lbs.  of  rice  were  added,  by  the  autho- 
rity of  this  board,  to  the  daily  ration  of  the  soldier,  on  the  days  that  he  receives  fresh  meat; 
such  extra  allowance  being  greater  on  the  ground  Aat  vegetables  were  scarce. 

By  subsequent  letters  from  the  officer  commanding,  and  the  commissariat  officer  at 
Bermuda,  dated  respectively  the  12th  and  5th  of  July  last,  which  are  also  enclosed,  togetiieT 
with  a  letter  from  Mr.  Stephen  of  the  31st  August  last  on  the  same  subject,  it  appears  that 
an  arrangement  has  been  made  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Governor,  and  by  direction 
of  the  officer,  in  command  of  the  troops,  for  the  issue  of  fish  once  a  week,  instead  of  the  ration 
of  salted  beef,  allowing,  however,  1}  oz.  of  the  latter  article,  in  addition  to  1 J  lb.  of  fish- 
although  the  fish  alone  is  stated  in  Lieut.-colonel  Robinson's  letter  of  the  12th  of  July  1839^ 
to  be  an  ample  allowance. 

In  transmitting  these  papers  to  you.  My  Lords  reauest  your  opmion  upon  the  whole 
matter,  before  they  give  any  directions  upon  the  subject,  and  that  the  papers  may  be 
returned.  t  « 

I  am,  &c. 

The  Secretary  at  War.  (signed)  R.  Gordon. 


„^Sir,  ,        , .  Bermuda,  21  December  1838. 

With  reference  to  the  subject  of  your  letter  of  6th  September  last  (No.  69)  to  Assistant  EncL  i,  in  No.  46- 
Commissary-general  Bowers,  which  he,  according  to  the  instructions  thereof,  has  laid 
before  me,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  of  Her  Majesty's 
Treasury,  that  I  am  very  much  suprised  to  find  that  any  report  should  have  been  made  to 
the  Right  honourable  the  Secretary  at  War,  to  induce  his  Lordship  to  represent  that  the  pro- 
portion of  salted  meat  now  issued  to  the  troops  here  has  had  an  excessively  injurious  effect 
on  the  health  of  th<2  men,  such  report  being  totally  unfounded. 

In  the  month  of  August  1837,  the  ordnance  medical  officer  here  brought  forward  a  case 
which  he  called  scurvy;  and  requested  a  medical  board  to  substantiate  his  argument  of  the 
disease  having  been  caused  by  a  superfluity  of  salted  provisions,  but  failed  in  proving  that 
circumstance  to  the  Board,  the  proceedings  of  which  I  enclose;  and  since  that  period  there 
has  not  been  one  case  amongst  the  troops  of  any  disease  at  all  similar  to  scurvy. 

During  my  command  of  six  years  at  this  station,  the  health  of  the  troops  has  always  been 
good,  particularly  of  late. 

In  my  minute  on  Assistant  Commissary-general  Bowers's  statement  of  the  cost  of  one 
and  of  two  additional  rations  per  week  ot  fresh  meat,  I  have  recommended  the  addition  of 
one  ration,  as  it  will  materially  add  to  the  comfort  of  the  soldier,  and  place  him  on  an  equal 
footing  in  this  respect  with  the  convict  whom  he  guards,  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  no  sub- 
stitution of  salt  meat  by  fresh  is  requisite. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        S.  R.  Chapman, 

A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.,  Secretary,  &c.  &c.  &c-  Major-general  Com?. 

Treasury  Chambers. 


^.    ,  ,^       ,  ,   ,,  ,      St.Georee's,Bermuda,  11  August  1837. 
Pboceedings  of  a  medical  board,  held  by  order  of  his  Excellency  Major-general  Sir 
Stephen  R,  Chapman,  c.b.  &  k.c.h.,  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  case  of  <ninner 
and  driver,  Alexander  Henderson,  royal  artillery,  stated  to  be  labouring  under  scurvy. 
President-    -      Surgeon  Trigance,  30  th  regt. 
Members  -    -    Z^^'  Surgn  fidmondson,  30th  regt. 
^    ^      ^^     .  I        „        Farr,  Ordce  Medl  Dept. 

The  board  havmg  assembled,  and  carefully  examined  the  individual,  gunner  and  driver 
Alexander  Henderson,  royal  artillery,  find  that  he  has  an  eruption  on  the  skin,  which  was 
attended  with  livid  discoloration,  and  also  a  certain  degree  of  sponginess  of  the  gums  • 
on  the  pomt  however  of  these  symptoms,  originating  in  the  too  large  supply  of  salted  provi- 
wons  as  diet  for  the  troops,  the  board  are  divided  in  opinion;  &ey  however  agree  unani- 
mously in  thinking,  that  a  regular  supply  of  vegetables  is  desirable,  and  that  in  the  event 
of  such  alteration  in  the  present  diet  failing  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  these  cases,  that  an 
additional  ration  of  fresh  meat  be  recommended. 

(signed)        J,  Trigance,  Surgeon,  .30th  reg*. 

J.  Edmondson,  Assistant  Surgeon,  30th  reg^ 
G.  FarTj  Asst  Surgeon  Ordce  Med*  Dept. 


„^^''>       •      1    J-  ,      ,.  Commissariat,  Bermuda,  19  December  1838. 

HAViKG,m  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  End   «  in  No  a6 
Treasury,  as  conveyed  m  your  letter  (No.  69)  of  the  6th  September  last,  made  inquiries  as  '  ^ 

to  the  facilities  of  increasing  the  supply  of  fresh  meat  to  the  troops  at  this  station,  m  conse- 
quence ot  the  Secretary  at  War  havmg  represented  to  their  Lordships  that  the  proportion  of 
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salt  meat  now  issued  has  had  an  excessively  injurious  effect  on  the  health  of  the  men^ 

^   I  have  the  honour  to  state  to  you^  for  their  Lordships'  information,  that  there  exists  no  diffi*^ 

cnlty  as  regards  the  quantity  which  m^ht  be  required  in  extending  the  issue  of  resh  meat  to 

either  three  or  four  days  in  each  week,  without,  however,  any  reduction  in  the  contract  rate 

-  ^.'^'^   taking  place,  as  will  be  observed  in  tJie  accompanying  correspondence  I  have  had  with  th* 

o  Bt^?^^^^"^'"'^     contractor  upon  the  subject ;  and  there  is,  fixmi  all  I  can  learn  relative  thereto,  very  little,  if 

^  ^'^"'^  any,  probalmity  of  obtaining  more  fiivourable  terms  by  tryins  the  market  for  a  new  contract 

Having  therefore  ascertainel  th(»»e  particulars,  I  transmitted,  agreeably  to  their  LordshiM' 

ciders,  the  accompanying  statement,  with  a  copy  of  your  letter,  for  the  infbrmation  of  tht 

Major-general  commandmg,  which  statement  shows  the  cost  of  the  ration  as  now  issued^ 

as  also  the  additional  expense  which  would  be  incurred  by  issuing  an  extra  quantity  of  fresh 

meat  in  lieu  of  salt  meat,  as  therein  particularized,  the  result  being  as  follows : — 

£.     t.    d. 

For  one  da/s^xtra  fresh  meat  in  the  week        *      M9    1    - 
For  two    -    -    ditto 1,657  10    - 

It  win  however  be  observed,  that  the  officer  commanding  has  made  the  following  remark 
upon  the  face  of  this  statement,  viz.: — "  I  do  not  recommend  that  more  than  one  day's  fresh 
meat  be  added,  and  even  this  addition  of  fresh  meat  is  not  necessary  for  the  health  of  the 
troops,  which  is  always  excellent  at  this  station.'*  And,  therefore,  I  presume,  their  Lord- 
ships will  communicate  withtiie  Secretary  at  War  accordmgly,  as  it  would  appear  from  the 
observation  made  by  the  officer  commanding,  that  the  emergency  of  the  case  does  not  exist. 

I  have,  8cc. 
(signed)        Henry  Bowers,  Assist.  Com.  OenU 

P.  S.—lt  may  be  further  remarked,  that  were  their  Lordships  to  sanction  the  issue  of  four 
days'  fresh  meat  with  three  days'  salt  pork  per  week,  and  doing  away  with  the  salt  beef, 
the  increased  annual  cost  would  be  but  1,2192.  Ss.  Sd.,  instead  6t  1,667/.  10«.,  while  at 
the  same  time  the  troops  greatly  prefer  the  pork  to  the  salt  beef. 

A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.,  8cc.  &c.  &c.  (signed)        Henry  Bowers, 

Treasury  XJhambers.  Assist.  C!om.  QenK 


Sir,  CJommissariat,  St.  Greorge's,  10  November  1838. 

As  Her  Majesty's  Government  have  it  in  contemplation  to  increase  the  fiiesh  meat  issues  to 
the  troops  at  their  station,  to  frirther  which  object  it  is  both  desirable  and  requisite  that  the 
increased  cost  to  be  incurred  thereby  should  not  be  such  as  to  form  an  important  objection^ 
I  request  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  favour  me  with  early  information  on  the  following 
points  connected  with  your  fresh  meat  contract : 

1.  If,  in  consequence  of  the  increased  consumption,  you  are  disposed  to  furnish  that 
article  at  a  lower  price,  what  reduction  you  would  make  in  your  tender,  should  the  issues  be 
augmented  from  tne  present  average  of  1,560 lbs.  per  week  to  2,340 lbs.? 

2.  What  frirther  reduction  would  be  induced  by  the  issues  being  doubled  to  3,1 20  lbs.  per 

week?  ,        « 

I  am,  Sic. 

A.J.  Musson,  Esq.  ^  (signed)        Henry  Bowers, 

Contractor.  Assist.  Com.  Gen*. 


Sir,  St.  George's,  Bermuda,  26  November  1838. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  fresh 
meat  in  the  event  of  the  issues  being  increased  from  l,560lbs.  per  week  to  2,340 lbs.  or 
3,120  lbs.,  I  beg  leave  to  state,  after  mature  connderation^  and  a  reference  to  communica- 
tions from  my  correspondent  at  New  York,  from  whence  the  supplies  of  cattle  are  obtained, 
that  I  should  not  think  myself  safe  in  going  any  thing  below  the  present  contract ;  he  states 
as  his  opinion  (and  he  is  very  competent  to  give  an  opinion),  that  any  price  under  lOrf. 
sterling  per  poimd  would  not  be  a  fair  remunerating  one.  By  my  last  conti*act  with  Govern- 
ment for  flour,  rice,  sugar  and  cocoa,  I  am  a  loser  of  between  600/.  and  700/.  sterling, 
a  sum  which  I  should  not  be  Ukely  to  make  up  even  if  I  obtained  all  the  contracts  in  the 
island  for  the  next  five  years  to  come.  Owing  to  the  great  dearth  of  business,  there  is  always 
so  much  competition  as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  any  contractors  being  materially  bene- 
fited by  them. 

I  have,  &c. 

Henry  Bowers,  Esq.,  Assist  Com^  Gen^.  (signed)        A.  J.  Musson. 
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STATEMENT  showing  the  Cost  to  Government  for  the  Ration  at  present  issued  to 
the  Troops  at  Bermuda,  and  the  increased  Cost  which  would  be  incurred  by  the 
substitution  of  One  or  Two  Days'  Fresh  Meat  and  Rice^  in  lieu  of  Salt  Meat  and  Peas. 


Dbjs. 
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2 
2 
3 
5 
7 
7 


7 
3 
3 
1 
3 
4 
7 
7 


7 
4 
4 
1 
2 
3 
7 
7 


PARTICULARS    OF   RATIONS. 


Present  weekly  Ration  for  one  Man : 

1  lb.  Breads  or  14^  oz.  Flour  daily. 

1  lb.  Fresh  Meat^  with  4  oz.  Rice,  2  days  1 

1  lb.  Salt  Beef,  with  J  pint  Peas,  2  days  Iweekly. 

94  oz.  Salt  Pork,  with  §  pint  Peas,  3  daysj 

9oz.  Sugar  V^^j 

5  0Z.  CocoaJ^^^^y- 


Valoe  of  Contract 
Rates. 


£.    S.     d. 


Cost  of  the  present  weekly  Ration  for  780  Men : 

Bread,  5,460  lbs.,  at  20/  per  100  lbs.    -        -        .        . 
Fresh  Meat,  1,560  lbs.,  at  /8§  per  lb.   - 
Rice,  390  lbs.,  at  23/  per  100  lbs.  -        -        «        - 

Salt  Beef,  1,560  lbs.,  at  £.  6.  6/  per  tierce  of  304  lbs.    - 
Salt  Pork,  1,337  lbs.  2  oz.,  at  £.  5. 11/  per  tierce  of  320  lb. 
Peas,  1,300  pints,  at  7/1  per  bushel     -        -        -        - 
Sugar,  438  lbs.  12  oz.,  at  31/9  per  100  lbs.    ... 
Cocoa,  243  lbs.  12  oz.,  at  35/9  per  100  lbs.    ... 

Cost  of  780  daily  rations  for  one  week     - 

Cost  of  780  daily  rations  for  the  year  ..       .       <. 


- 

54  12  - 

54  3  4 

4  9  9 

32  6  7 

23  3  10 

7  3  11 

6  19  3 

4  7  1 

£. 

187  5  9 

£. 

9,738  19  - 

Cost  of  the  Ration  by  substituting  one  day's  Fresh  Meat  and 
Rice  in  each  week,  in  lieu  of  one  day's  Salt  Beef  and  Peas^  so 
as  to  give  three  days'  Fresh  Meat  in  the  week : 

Bread,  5,460  lbs.,  at  20/  per  100  lbs. 

Fresh  Meat,  3,340  Iba.,  at /8  J  per  lb- 

Rice,  585  lbs,,  at  23/  per  100  lbs.  .-.--. 
Salt  Beef,  780  lbs.  at  £.  6.  6/  per  tierce  of  304  lbs. 
Salt  Pork,  1,337  lbs.  at  £*  5. 1 1/  per  tierce  of  320  lbs.  -  -  - 
Peas,  1,040  pints,  at  7/1  per  bushel  -.---. 
Sugar,  43d  lbs.  12  oz.,  at  31/9  per  100  lbs.  .  .  •  -  - 
Cocoa,  243  lbs.  12  oz«»  at  35/9  per  100  lbs.    .       .       -       -       - 

Cost  of  780  daily  rations  for  one  week    -       -        -       £. 
Cost  of  780  daily  rations  for  one  year  -       ,-        -        -  £. 


£•    s.    d. 


54  12 
81     5 


6  14 
16     3 


6 
3 

3  10 


23 

5  15  1 

6  19  3 
4     7  1 


199     -    - 


10,348  -    - 


Cost  of  the  Ration  by  substituting  two  days'  Fresh  Meat  and  Rice 
in  each  week,  in  lieu  of  one  day's  Salt  Beef  and  one  of  Pork, 
with  two  days'  Peas,  so  as  to  give  four  days'  Fresh  Meat  in  the 
week  2 


Bread,  5,460  lbs.,  at  20/  per  100  lbs.    .        .        .  - 
Fresh  Meat,  3,120  lbs.,  at  /8|  perlb.  - 

Rice,  780  lbs.,  23/ per  100  lbs.     -        -        -        -  - 
Salt  Beef,  780  lbs.,  at  £.  6.  6/  per  tierce  of  304  lbs. 

Salt  Pork,  891  lbs ,  at  £.  5.  11/ per  tierce  of  320  lbs.  - 

Peas,  780  pints,  at  7/1  per  bushel        .        -        -  . 

Sugar,  438  lbs,  12  oz.,  at  31/9  per  100  lbs.    -        -  - 

Cocoa,  243  lbs.  12  oz.,  at  31/9  per  100  lbs.  -        -  - 


Cost  of  780  daily  rations  for  one  week 
Cost  of  780  daily  rations  for  one  year  - 


£. 


*i 


£.  s. 

rf: 

54  12 

108  6 

8 

8  19 

6 

16  3 

3 

15  9 

2 

4  6 

4 

6  19 

3 

4  4 

1 

219  3 

3 

11.396  9 

154. 
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Recapitulation  : 


Annual  cost  of  rations,  with  three  days'  Fresh  Meat  per  week 
Ditto    -    present  ration      -----. 


Cost  of  one  additional  ration  of  Fresh  Meat  per  week 


Annual  cost  of  rations,  with  four  days'  Fresh  Meat  per  week 
Ditto    -    present  ration      ------ 


Cost  of  two  additional  rations  of  Fresh  Meat  per  week  -    ^  £. 


£.       s.    d. 

10,348     -    - 

9,738  19     - 


609     1     - 


11,396     9 
9,738  19 


1,667  10     - 


Commissariat,  Bermuda,  (signed)  Henry  Bowers, 

28  November  1838.  Assis*  Com.  Gen'. 

I  do  not  recommend  that  more  than  one  day's  Fresh  Meat  be  added;  and  even  this 
addition  of  Fresh  Meat  is  not  necessary  for  the  health  of  the  troops,  which  is  always 
excellent  at  this  station. 

(signed)  S.  R.  Chapman, 

Maj.  Gen'-Com*. 


Sir,  Commissariat,  Bermuda,  5  July  1839. 

£dc].  3,  in  No.  46.  I  have  the  honour  to  state  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her 
Majesty's  Treasury,  that  his.  Excellency  Gorernor  Reid,  being  desirous  of  promoting  indus- 
try in  this  colony,  inquired  of  me  whether  I  was  aware  of  any  occasion  on  which  the  fixed 
ration  for  the  soldier  was  departed  from,  and  was  informed  that  at  my  last  station,  the 
Bahamas,  a  ration  of  turtle  was  given  to  the  troops  once  a  week  in  lieu  of  salt  provisions, 
upon  the  recommendation  of  the  then  governor.  Sir  James  CJarmichael  Smyth ;  the  enclosed 
correspondence  from  his  Excellency  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Robinson,  commanding  the 
troops,  and  between  the  latter  officer  and  myself,  then  took  place,  from  which  their  Lord- 
ships will  perceive  that  it  was  the  wish  of  his  Excellency  tnat  means  should  be  taken  to 
learn  whetner  a  ration  of  firesh  fish  could  be  occasionally  obtained  through  the  medium 
of  commissariat  contracts.  Advertisements  were  accordingly  issued,  under  the  authority  of 
the  officer  commanding,  and  after  some  difficulty,  owing  to  the  novelty  of  the  measure,  and 
the  fishermen  being  unprepared  to  furnish  the  Quantity  required,  favourable  tenders  were 
obtained,  the  acceptance  of  which,  being  approved  of  by  the  ueutenant-colonel  commanding, 
the  general  orders  herewith  transmitted  were  promulgated,  directing  the  issue  of  of  1 J  lb.  of 
fresh  fish  in  lieu  of  14}  oz.  of  salt  beef,  to  which  it  is  an  equivalent  in  price,  one  day  in  each 
week,  the  residue  of  salt  beef  1}  bz.,  being  likewise  issued  to  the  troops,  forming  a  ration 
with  which  they  are  much  satisfied. 

The  schedule,  tenders,  advertisements  and  contracts  consequent  thereon  are  herewith 
enclosed,  and  1  am  informed  by  his  Excellency,  that  he  has  communicated  with  the  colo- 
nial office  on  the  subject,  for  the  further  information  of  their  Lordships. 

I  have,  &c. 
A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.,  &c.  Sec.  &c.  (signed)  Henry  Bowers, 

Treasury  Chambers.  Ass^  Comr  Gen^. 


Sir,  Bermuda,  17  May  1839. 

I  THINK  it  might  prove  useful  to  these  islands,  and  not  objectionable  to  the  interests  of 
Her  Majesty's  troons,  if  they  were  occa3ionally  to  receive  a  ration  of  fresh  fish ;  and  from 
what  I  learn,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  insure  a  regular  supply  through  the  means  of  com- 
missariat contracts. 

Being  desirous  of  encoura^ng  industry  as  much  as  possible,  I  hope  you  will  g^ve  this  su^* 
^estion  your  consideration,  with  the  view  of  procuring  authority  for  its  adoption,  if  you  think 
it  would  answer.  . 

I  have,  &c* 

(signed)        fV.  Reid,  Governor. 
To  L*  Coy  Robinson,  Commanding  H.  M.  Troops, 
Bermuda. 


Sir, 
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Sir,  St.  George's,  Bermuda,  20  May  1839. 

^Seeing  no  objection  to  the  suggestion  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  as  stated  in  the 
enclosed,  and  the  soldiers  of  the  corps  in  garrison  being  generally  well  inclined  to  the  change,  I 
request  you  will  consider  the  practicabifity  and  propnety  of  the  measure ;  and  should  you 
see  no  objection,  I  reauest  you  will  advertise  for  tenders  for  the  troops  here  and  at  Ireland 
Island  being  supplied  with  fish  one  day  per  week ;  by  the  reply  to  that  advertisement,  we 
shall  be  enabled  to  judge  better  how  far  his  Excellency's  views  can  be  adopted  and  recom- 
mended to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury, 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        H.  Robinson^ 
H.  Bowers,  Esq.,  Assistant  Commissary-general,  L*  CoU  Command^. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Sir,  Commissariat,  Bermuda,  7  June  1839. 

With  reference  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor's  communication  to  you  of  the  17th 
ultimo,  which  you  were  pleased  to  transmit  to  me,  on  the  subject  of  suppling  the  troops 
with  a  ration  of  fresh  fish  one  day  in  the  week,  I  beg  to  state  to  you,  that  having  adopted  the 
only  means  of  determining  whether  his  Exceilenc/s  suggestion  could  be  carried  into  effect 
by  the  public  advertisement  which  I  submitted  for  your  mspection,  I  regret  to  observe,  by       y  j 

the  schedule  of  tenders  herewith  enclosed,  for  your  information  and  approval,  that  no  tender  "" ^^lifjo 

has  been  received  for  St.  George's,  and  that  for  Ireland  is  so  unreasonably  high  that  even  a 
partial  adoption  of  the  measure  proposed  by  his  Excellency  cannot  be  recommended. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)  Henry  Bowers^  Assist  Corny  Gen^. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Robinson,  30th  Regiment, 
Commanding  Her  Majesty's  Troops. 


Sir,  Commissariat,  Bermuda,  19  June  1839. 

Having  made  additional  inquiries  as  to  the  probabiUty  of  obtaining  more  favourable 
tenders  for  the  supply  of  fresh  fish  to  the  troops  than  those  submitted  to  you  with  my  letter 
of  the  7th  instant,  and  being  assured  that  the  cause  of  my  not  receiving  more  tenders  upon 
the  first  occasion  of  advertising  principally  arose  from  inattention  to  the  subject ;  I  accord- 
ingly aorain  called  for  tenders,  which  are  embraced  in  the  accompanying  schedule,  and  ^^.igJdu 
although  the  result  is  not  favourable  as  regards  the  number  of  offers  made,  yet  that  for  St.  ""^-^-i^p. 
George's  is  sufficiently  reasonable  to  admit  of  fish  being  issued  in  the  proportion  referred  to 
m  the  schedule,  and  which  I  accordingly  submit  for  your  consideration.  The  tender  for 
Ireland  is  still  too  high,  and  as  it  appears  to  me  that  an  unnecessary  expense  would  be 
incurred  by  again  advertising,  I  propose  making  it  generally  known  that  I  shall  be  willing 
to  receive  any  reasonable  tenders  for  the  supply  at  that  post,  and  should  such  be  made,  they 
will  be  submitted  to  you  without  loss  of  time. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        Henry  Bowers^  Assis*  Comr  Genl 
Lieutenant-colonel  Robinson,  30th  Regiment, 
Commanding  Her  Majesty's  Troops. 


Generai*  Order. 

Bermuda,  21  June  1839. 
A  CONTRACT  for  tfie  supply  of  fish  for  the  use  of  the  troops  stationed  at  St.  Greorge's  for 
one  day  in  the  week  having  been  entered  into  by  the  commissariat  department,  the  troops  will 
commence  receiving  the  same  on  Friday  next  the  28th  instant,  at  10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon, 
at  the  commissariat  stores,  Frith's  Wharf.  Should  the  contractor  be  unable  to  furnish  the 
fish  on  the  Friday,  it  will  be  issued  on  the  following  Tuesday  of  each  week,  and  whenever 
fish  cannot  be  procured  for  either  of  those  dajrs,  due  notice  of  the  same  by  the  commissariat 
will  be  made  known,  and  the  troops  in  lieu  will  receive  the  usual  allowance  of  salt  beef. 

By  command, 
(signed)        A,  Macdonald,  Lieut.  30th  Regiment, 

Assist  Fort  Adj^ 

Gei9eral  Order* 

Bermuda,  22  June  1839. 
With  reference  to  the  general  order  of  yesterda)r's  date  relative  to  the  issue  offish  to  the 
troops,  the  same  will  be  received  from  the  commissariat  at  the  rate  of  1}  lb.  in  lieu  of 
14  i  oz.  of  salt  beef,  the  latter  being  an  equivalent  in  price,  agreeably  to  contract,  to  that  of 
the  former. 

By  command, 
(signed)        A.  Macdonald,  Lieut.  30th  Regiment, 

Assis*  Fort  Adjt. 
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General  Order. 

Bermuda,  I  July  18S9. 
A  COKTRACT  for  the  supply  of  fish  for  the  use  of  the  troops  stationed  at  Ireland  Island 
for  one  day  in  the  week  having  been  entered  into  by  the  commissariat  department,  the  troops 
will  commence  receiving  the  same  on  Friday  next,  the  5th  instant,  at  10  o'clock  in  the  fore- 
noon, at  such  places  as  the  assistant  commissary  general  may  appoint.  Should  the  contractor 
be  unable  to  tumish  the  fish  on  the  Friday,  it  will  be  issued  on  the  following  Tuesday  of 
each  week ;  and  whenever  fish  cannot  be  procured  for  either  of  those  days,  due  notice  oi  the 
same  by  the  commissariat  will  be  made  known,  and  the  troops  in  lieu  will  receive  the  usual 
allowance  of  salt  beef.  The  fish  will  be  received  at  the  rate  of  1 J  lb.  in  lieu  of  14  J  oz.  of 
salt  beef^  the  latter  being  an  equivalent  in  price,  agreeably  to  contract,  to  that  of  the  former. 

By  command, 
(signed)    "  A.F.W.  Papillon,  Lieut.  R.  A. 

Fort  Adjutant. 


Sir,  Bermuda^  12  July  1839. 

Encl.  4, 10  No.  46.  His  Excellency  Lieutenant-colonel  Reid,  having  suggested  a  supply  of  firesti  fish  to  the 
troops  here,  for  the  reasons  stated  in  the  enclosed|  I  authorized  the  assistant  commissary- 
general  to  attempt  the  same  on  the  principle  of  an  equivalent  to  the  salt  beef  issued  ag 
rations.  The  measure  is  now  in  operation,  pending  the  approval  of  the  Lords  of  the  Trea- 
sury, and  I  trust  that  may  be  granted,  and  the  article  authorized  for  a  permanent  portion  of 
the  ration  here,  as  being  cheap,  wholesome  and  nutritious  for  the  men,  and  beneficial  in  a 
civil  point  of  view,  as  stated  by  Lieutenant-colonel  Reid* 

I  think  it  probable  that  future  tenders  may  be  bwer^  whilst  a  pound  and  a  half  of  fish 
is  an  ample  ration. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  Assistant  Commissary-general  Bowers's  report  on  the  sub- 
jecti  togetiier  with  schedules  pf  the  several  tenders  accepted  and  rejected. 

I  have,  &c« 

A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.,  &c.  &c,  &c.  (signed)  H.  Robinson, 

*  Treasury  Chambers.  Lieut.-colonel  Commanding. 


Schedule  of  Tenders  for  the  Supply  of  Fresh  Fish  One  Day  in  the  Week  to  the 
Troops  stationed  at  St.  George*s  and  Ireland  Island,  as  per  Advertisement,  datcNl 
10th  June  1839. 


No. 

of 

Tender. 

Names 

of 

Parties  Tendering. 

Price. 

Remar». 

1 
2 

Wm.  Thomas  Steed  - 
Benjamin  W.  Fo^i^    - 

4d.  sterling  per  lb.    - 
3  c^.  sterling  per  lb,    - 

For  Ireland  Island  only. 
For  St.  George's  only. 

Opened  in  my  presence,        J.  W.  Poyntz^  Captain  30th  Regiment. 

The  cost  of  the  ration  of  salt  beef  (1  lb.)  for  which  firesh  fish  is  proposed  to  be  substituted 
being  5rf.,  the  rates  tendered  above  will  only  allow  of  Ijlb.  of  fish  beiuj^  given  in  lieu 
thereof  at  Ireland  Island;  and  Ij  lb.  with  one  halfpenny  over,  in  favour  ot  the  soldier  at 
St.  George's,  without  increased  expense  to  Government,  The  tenders  are  therefore  sub- 
mitted for  the  consideration  of  the  ofiicer  commanding. 

Commissariat,  Bermuda,  (signed)        Henry  Sotoers, 

19th  June  1839,  Assistant  Commissary-general. 


Approved,  that  the  tender  of  B. 
Islana  being  too  high  for  acceptance. 


Fox,  for  St.  George's,  be  accepted ;  that  for  Ireland 

(signed)        H.  Robinson, 

Lieut.-colonel  Commanding. 
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Sir,  Downing-street,  81  August  183d. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Marquis  of  Normanby  to  transmit  to  you  herewith,  for  the  con-  EncL  5,  in  No.  46. 
sideration  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury,  the  copy  of  a  despatch 
from  the  Governor  of  the  Bermuda  Islands,  suggesting  that,  instead  of  a  portion  of  the? 
meat  rations  now  issued,  fresh  fish  should  be  issued  to  the  troops  and  the  royal  navy,  and 
to  the  workmen  in  the  dock  yards,  &c.  at  Bermuda. 

I  have,  &c. 

A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.  (signed)  Ja*  Stephen. 


My  Lord,  Bermuda,  25  June  1839. 

I  HAVE  on  various  occasions  during  my  professional  life,  as  a  military  officer,  observed 
that  we  suffer  inconvenience  from  not  accustoming  our  troops  to  subsist,  in  part  at  least,  on 
the  productions  of  the  countries  they  serve  in;  and  that  the  system  of  almost  always  issuii^ 
an  uniform  ration,  whatever  it  may  cost,  renders  our  soldiers  (uscontented  when,  from  neces- 
sity, their  prescribed  ration  cannot  be  had. 

Having  learned  from  the  officer  at  the  head  of  the  commissariat  here,  Mr.  Bowers,  that 
ilie  Treasury  had  already  authorized  him,  whilst  at  Bahamas,  to  issue  turtle  occasioniJly  to 
the  tpoqps,  there  appeared  no  reason  why  fresh  fish,  which  is  here  both  good  and  abundant^ 
should  not  be  issued  once  a  week. 

I  accordingly  proposed  this  to  the  officer  commanding  the  troops,  and  Lieutenant-colonel 
Eobinson,  finding  tnat  his  regiment,  and  the  company  of  Royal  Sappers  and  Miners,  wished 
to  have  i^  and  being  cheaper  than  meat,  tenders  in  the  usual  manner  were  published,  and 
one  has  been  accepted  for  supplying  fish  at  3  d,  per  lb.,  fresh  meat  being  within  a  small 
fraction  of  9cf.  a  lb.,  and  the  ration  of  fish  being  made  1  ^Ib. 

Every  thing  which  will  tend  to  excite  industry  amongst  the  recently  liberated  slaves,  being 
importnit,  is  another  reascm  for  bringing  this  subject  before  your  Lordship. 

If  the  STStem  of  supplying  a  ration  of  fresh  fish  once  a  week  to  the  troops  were  to  be 
establishea  by  authority  from  home,  I  am  assured  that  large  decked  fishing-boats,  with 
wells,  would  be  immediately  fitted  out,  by  which  means  fish  would  be  brought  here  alive^ 
and  these  islands  aboimd  in  salt-water  fish-ponds,  where  it  has  long  been  me  practice  to 
store  up  live  fish,  and  where  almost  any  quantity  required  could  be  kept. 

Mt  view  is  not  io  confine  this  proposal  to  the  troops,  but  (through  the  commissariat  who 
shomd  JBiake  the  contracts  for  all  tne  departments)  to  extend  the  benefit  to  the  royal  navy 
and  to  the  dock-yard  and  convict  establishments,  victualled  by  the  Admiralty,  and  fish  will 
probably  be  eventually  furnished  for  less  than  2d.  per  lb. 

1  hope,  if  this  proposal  be  approved  and  authorized,  the  fisheries  here  will  be  much  ex- 
tended, or  rather  a  new  fishery  created,  which  will  be  a  source  of  profit  to  the  inhabitants, 
some  saving  to  Government,  and  perhaps  may  serve  to  increase,  in  some  degree,  the  number 
of  seamen  reared  in  Bermuda,  which  at  present  amounts  to  320  men,  saiUng  49  cedar  built 
vessels,  besides  some  in  other  ships. 

I  have,  &c. 

The  Marquis  of  Normanby,  (signed)        W^  Reid, 

&c.  &c.  &c.  Governor. 


Sir,  Commissariat,  Bermuda,  4  September  1839. 

I  HATE  the  honour  to  state  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  Commissioiiers  of  Her  j^^^  47^ 

Majesty's  Treasury,  that  in  consequence  of  the  recent  rise  in  the  price  of  cattle  in  the 
United  States  of  America,  from  whence  the  troops  in  this  command  are  supplied  with  fresh 
meat,  the  present  contractor  for  that  article,  whose  agreement  only  came  into  operation  from 
April  last,  had  found  it  necessary  to  avail  himself  of  the  terms  of  his  contract  by  relinquish* 
ing  the  same  after  six  months'  notice,  as  stated  in  the  enclosed  copy  of  his  letter. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  communication,  I  accordingly  advertised  for  a  new  contract,  giving 
the  Qsoal  time  for  the  receipt  of  tenders ;  previously,  however,  to  the  termination  of  this 
period,  there  was  a  ^Etll  in  the  price  of  flour  and  other  articles  of  provisions  in  the  American 
market,  which  led  me  to  hope  that  such  would  also  extend  to  a  reduction  in  the  price  of 
cattle,  and  consequently  I  postponed  the  receipt  of  the  tenders  from  the  25th  July  to  the 
30th  August,  so  as  to  affora  time  to  all  parties  interested  therein  to  ascertain  how  far  the 
cattle  market  would  be  affected  by  the  circumstances  above  stated  ;  this  delay,  nevertheless, 
has  not  been  attended  by  the  favourable  results  which  it  was  then  bttt  reasonable  to  antici^ 
pate ;  and  from  all  the  information  which  I  made  it  my  duty  to  obtain  upon  the  subject 
before  the  opening  of  the  tenders,  it  appears  that  the  increased  price  arises  from  a  scarcity 
of  sapply  brought  about,  as  the  American  papers  state,  by  previous  severe  winters,  and  con- 
sequently short  crops  in  the  grazing  countries ;  the  rates  of  the  accepted  tender  are  9/jd.  for 
St.  G^eorge's  and  its  military  dependencies,  and  \0d.  for  Ireland  Island  and  the  adjacent 
station  of  Mount  Lan^ton.  The  last  quotation  price  of  oxen  in  the  United  States  market 
was  $  10  per  100  lbs.  oeing  6rf.  per  lb.,  to  which  must  be  added  60  per  cent,  for  insurance, 
freight,  agency,  &c«  to  this  colony,  making  the  price  7  ^d.,  and  the  difference  charged  is  of 
course  for  keeping  up  and  feeding  the  stock  required  and  the  profit  to  the  contractor ;  the 
present  contract  rate  is  8  |c2.  per  lb.,  which  will  terminate  on  31st  December  next. 
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In  tranismitting  herewith  the  usual  documents  haying  reference  to  this  transaction  ^  I  beg 
leave  to  state  for  their  Lordships'  information,  that  it  is  my  intention  to  take  the  earliest 
advantage  of  any  favourable  change  in  the  price  of  cattle  in  the  American  market^  by  again 
throwing  open  tne  contract. 

I  have,  &c. 
A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.  (signed)  Henry  Bowers^ 

Treasury  Chambers.  Ass*  Com^Gen'. 


Sir,  War  Office,  12  Februaiy  1840. 

No.  48.  In  answer  to  vour  letter  of  the  23d  January  last,  I  have  the  honour  to  state,  that  as  the 

issue  of  IJ  lbs.  of  fresh  fish  to  the  troops  at  the  Bermudas,  in  lieu  of  14|oz.  of  salt  beef,  may 
prove  both  acceptable  and  beneficial,  by  affording  a  more  pleasing  variety  of  diet  than  the 
usual  ration,  I  snail  be  happy  to  give  my  concurrence  to  that  arrangement,  so  long  as  no 
objections  are  taken  to  the  qualil^  of  the  fish  thus  supplied* 

I  do  not,  however,  consider  this  change  sufficient  to  obviate,  the  necessity  for  an  increase 
in  the  issue  of  fresh  meat ;  and  before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury 
decide  upon  that  point,  I  request  that  you  will  call  their  attention  to  the  accompanying 
extracts,  from  sanatory  reports  forwarded  by  medical  officers  serving  in  the  Bermudas,  so 
late  as  June  last,  which  are  directly  opposed  to  the  opinions  expressed  by  Sir  Stephen 
Chapman,  that  the  use  of  salt  provisions  had  not  operated  prejudicially  to  the  health 
of  the  troops. 

The  documents  fully  explain  the  mistake  of  the  officer,  in  supposing  that  the  health  of  the 
troops  did  not  suffer  because  only  one  case  of  scurvy  was  to  be  found  in  the  returns; 
whereas,  in  fact,  it  appears  that  dl  the  more  serious  cases  manifested  themselves  internally, 
in  the  forms  of  dysentery  and  diarrhoea,  and  were  so  stated  in  the  returns. 

As  to  Sir  Stephen  Chapman's  assertion,  that,  during  his  command  of  six  years  at  the 
Bermudas,  the  health  of  the  troops  had  always  been  good,  particularly  of  late,  I  have  to 
state,  that,  on  the  contrary.  Sir  Stephen  Chapman's  own  return,  forwarded  monthly  to  this 
office,  shows  that  the  mortality  during  these  six  years  has  been  greater  than  in  any  other 
British  colony,  with  the  exception  of  the  East  fmd  West  Indies  and  Western  Africa. 


^ntisn  colony,  wirn  tne  exception  oi  tne  Hast  ana  west  inaies  ai 
On  this  point  it  will  only  be  necessary  to  refer  to  the  following 


abstract : — 


YEAR. 

Average 
Strength. 

Diet  in 
the  Bennudu. 

Diet  of 

Invalidi  sent 

Home. 

Total 
Deaths. 

Annoal  Rates 
ofMortaUty 
per  1,000. 

1833  -          - 

1834  -          -          - 
1836  -         .          - 

1836  ... 

1837  ... 

1838  ... 
Ten  months  of! 

1839  .        -        -J 

776 
714 
667 
'  649 
630 
610 

680 

27 
19 
9 
24 
30 
21 

26 

4 

2 

1 
3 

not  known. 

31 
19 
11 
24 
31 
24 

26 

40 

27 

1 

3 

49. 

39  l*« 

37-1 

Total  ... 

4-716 

166 

10 

166 

— 

Average      -    - 

674 

- 

24 

36 

So  far  from  the  troops  having  been  particularly  healthy  of  late,  the  average  of  the  three 
last  years  is  considerably  above  that  of  the  preceding  ones ;  and  by  the  two  latest  returns  it 
appears  that  no  fewer  than  seven  were  buried  in  October  last,  and  five  in  the  preceding 
month  :  indeed,  in  no  one  of  the  six  years  to  which  Sir  Stephen  Chapman  refers,  could  the 
garrison  be  called  healthy,  except  in  1836,  when  the  30th  re^ment  having  newly  arrived  at 
the  station  from  England,  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  their  constitutions  could  suffer 
materially  from  diet,  till  some  months  after  their  arrival. 

Keeping  in  view  that  the  average  rate  of  mortality  among  the  troops  at  home,  or  in  healthy 
colonies,  is  from  15  to  18  i)er  1,000  annually,  the  loss  of  the  military  in  the  Bermudas  has 
been  between  two  to  three  times  greater  than  might  have  been  expected  in  a  colony  so  noted 
for  its  general  salubrity.  The  principal  cause  of  this  mortality  has  been  diseases  of  the 
bowels  and  of  the  lungs ;  to  the  former  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  salt  provisions  must 
prove  pernicious ;  and  that  they  are  likely  to  have  a  bad  effect  also  upon  the  latter  may  be 
inferred  from  the  circumstance,  that  the  mildest  and  least  stimulant  food  is  invariably  recom- 
mended  to  persons  predisposed  to  such  diseases. 

The  remarkable  discrepancy  here  exhibited  between  the  statements  of  Sir  Stephen 
Chapman  and  the  evidence  of  the  medical  officers  on  the  spot,  as  well  as  the  evidence  of  his 
own  returns,  will,  I  trust,  convince  their  Lordships  that  mformation  derived  from  persons 
who  do  not  make  themselves  intimately  and  professionally  acquainted  with  such  subjects . 
requires  to  be  received  with  extreme  caution,  unless  accompanied  by  numerical  evidence  of 
the  facts. 

I  regret 
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I  regret  to  observe,  that  so  rapid  a  rise  has  taken  place  in  the  price  of  fresh  meat  at  the 
Bermiiulasy  since  the  present  proposition  came  under  discussion ;  but,  howevar  anxious  my 
desire  to  reduce  the  public  expenditure,  I  should  not  feel  myself  warranted  in  permitting 
that  consideration  to  interfere  with  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  soldiers,  especially  as,  inde- 
pendent  of  its  influence  in  other  respects,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  thirst  consequent 
upon  the  frequent  use  of  salt  provisions  must  in  a  warm  climate  operate  as  a  powerful  stimu- 
lant to  intemperance,  and  induce  all  those  evils,  both  as  regaras  health  and  discipline,  to 
which  that  vice  generally  gives  rise. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  have  the  honour  to  request  that  you  will  submit,  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury,  that  at  least  one  addi- 
tional ration  of  fresh  meat  be  issued  during  the  winter  months,  and  two  during  summer, 
when  the  use  of  salt  provisions  is  apt  to  prove  most  injurious ;  and  that  you  will  remind 
their  Lordships,  that  as  the  ration  of  9  oz.  of  salt  pork  was  found  inadequate  for  the  support 
of  the  soldier  in  the  West  Indies,  on  days  which  that  issue  took  place,  the  increase  to  12oz., 
authorized  in  those  colonies  may  be  extended  to  the  Bermudas, 'where  the  soldier  labours 
under  a  similar  deficiency  of  food. 
As  it  appears,  from  Sir  Stephen  Chapman's  letter,  that  an  addition  of  one  day's  fresh  meat 

ro*  week  will  only  put  the  soldier  on  an  eaual  footing  with  the  convicts  whom  he  guards, 
confidently  trust  that  their  Lordships  will  have  no  nesitation  in  increasing  the  issue  as 
now  recommended,  and  that  the  soldier  serving  in  the  Bermudas  may  have  the  satis&ction 
of  knowing  that  his  comfort  in  this  respect  is  at  least  better  attended  to  than  that  of  the 
convicted  felon. 
The  papers  enclosed  in  your  letter  are  herewith  returned. 

I  have,  &c. 
Robert  Gordon,  Esq.  m.  p.,  &c.  &c.  &c.  (signed)         T.  B.  Macaulay. 


Bermuda. 

Extract  firom  Sakatort  Reports  for  the  year  ending  13  March  18B9,  relative  to  the    End  io  No.  48. 

effect  of  Salt  Meat  in  the  Bermudas • 

1.  From  Report  of  Surgeon,  30th  regiment. 

After  stating  that  the  soldier's  ration  consists  of  fi^sh  meat  twice  a  week  only,  and  of 
salt  beef  or  pork  on  the  other  five  days,  the  reporter  concludes  :< — "  The  issue  of  salt  rations 
in  this  colony  being  five  days  out  of  seven,  has  produced,  in  some  instances,  symptoms  of 
scurvy  during  the  summer  months ;  it  causes  also  constant  thirst,  which  excites  the  men  to 
drink  to  excess.  Under  existing  circumstances,  the  substitution  of  a  daily  fresh  meat  ration 
is  desirable,  and  strongly  recommended.'* 

It  has  been  ascertamed  that  the  ration  of  pork,  after  being  boiled  and  divested  of  bone, 
is  reduced  more  than  one*half,  viz.,  to  4  or  4ioz.,  and  the  salt  beef  is  reduced  nearly  two- 
thirds,  viz.,  to  5  or  5ioz.  If  the  firesh  meat  is  reduced,  the  substance  goes  towards  the 
soup,  and  therefore  the  men  suffer  no  loss;  and  this  meat  is  considered  for  the  above 
reasons  plentifiil  and  nourishing. 

2.  From  Report  of  Assisting  Surgeon  in  charge  of  artillery. 

With  respect  to  the  best  variety  of  diet  which  the  productions  of  the  country  fiimish,  it 
is  necessary  to  state,  that  the  productions  of  this  country  are  of  a  most  limited  nature,  and 
that  in  many  seasons  of  the  year  it  would  be  impossible  to  purchase  vegetables  at  any  price. 
In  consequence  of  this  scarcity,  the  great  number  of  days  on  which  the  men  are  dieted  on 
salt  provisions  cannot  but  be  esteemed  very  injurious  to  their  health  and  strength.  Tliese 
provisions  are  exceedingly  hard  and  indigestible,  and  the  degree  to  which  they  shrink  by 
cooking  reduces  the  quantity  to  almost  nothing  y  added  to  which,  the  constant  thirst  by 
which  me  men  are  harassed  from  their  use,  excites  them  to  the  habit  of  drinking  spirituous 
liquors,  and  so  become  a  firuitfiil  source  both  of  crime  and  disease. 

The  same  oflicer,  in  charge  of  the  sappers  and  miners,  reports  in  the  same  terms  with 
regard  to  that  part  of  the  force. 

These  are  the  only  two  medical  officers  at  the  station,  and  their  reports  coincide  ih  every 


dir  Stephen  Chapman  makes  no  special  report  himself,  but  states,  opposite  to  the  asser- 
tion of  the  surgeon  of  the  SOtb  regiment,  that  the  diet  had  produced  cases  of  scurvy, 
**  that  the  medical  returns  do  not  show  this  to  be  the  case,"^  on  which  that  medical  officer 
adds  the  following  explanation  : 

'  **  With  regard  to  diet,  that  the  issue  of  salt  rations  in  ^is  colony  during  five  days  out  of 
seven  has  produced,  in  some  instances,  symptoms  of  scurvy,  during  the  summer  months,  is 
a  correct  statement;  patients  having  laboured  under  this  disease  were  admitted  for  irrita- 
tion of  the  intestinal  tube  in  form  of  dysenteria  acuta  and  diarrhoea.  This  disease  being 
considered  of  a  more  serious  nature  than  scurvy*  they  appear  on  the  face  of  the.  medicsu 
returns  under  the  head  of  the  former  complaint. 

Sir  S.  Chapman,  in  a  note  on  a  report  from  the  sappers  and  miners,  attributes  the  preva- 
lence of  bowel  complaints  among  them  to  the  copious  use  of  ardent  spirits,  which  their 
constant  extra  pay  (for  work)  enables  them  to  indulge  in  ;  but  he  does  not  say  how  these 
diseases  come  to  be  still  more  prevalent  among  the  other  troops,  who  have  no  such  working 
pay,  and  whose  daily  surplus  for  the  junior  ranks  is  only  1 1(2.  per  diem. 

154.  O  Sir, 
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Sir,  Treasury  Chambers,  26  February  1840. 

No.  49,  I  AH  commanded  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  to  transmit 

herewith  for  your  information,  with  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  copy  of  a 
minuteof  this  board  of  the  21st  instant  directing  an  increased  issue  of  fresh  meat  to  Her 
Majesty's  troops  in  the  Bermudas ;  and  I  am  to  request  you  will  consider  what  period  of  the 
year  at  the  Bermudas  it  will  be  proper  to  define  as  winter,  and  what  as  summer,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  relating  the  issues  of  salt  and  finesh  meat,  and  that  you  will  favour  My  Lords  with 
your  opimon  on  the  subject.  I  am  &c 

The  Secretary  at  War,  Sec.  kc.  kc.  (signed)        C.  E,  TreveljfOM. 


Copy  of  a  Tbeasurt  Minute,  dated  21  February  1840. 

End.  in  No.  49.  "Write  Ass*  Comy  Gen»  Bowers,  acquamting  him  that  My  Lords  have  again  had  before 
them  the  correspondence  which  has  passed  relative  to  the  diet  of  the  troops  in  Bermuda,.' 
and  that  the  Secretary  at  War  has  recently  brought  under  their  consideration  the  results  of 
inquiries  made  by  responsible  medical  officers  regarding  the  health  and  efficiency  of  the 
soldiers  upon  that  station  during  the  last  several  years,  from  which  it  appears  to  be  the 
opinion  of  the  medical  officers,  whose  attention  has  been  particularly  directed  to  this  subject, 
that  the  health  of  the  troops  has  suffered  in  consequence  of  salted  meat  having  formed  a 
much  larger  proportion  than  firesh  meat  in  the  ration  which  has  been  issued  to  them. 

''  My  Lords  are  fully  impressed  with  the  importance  of  maintaining  the  soldiers  in  a  state 
of  health  and  efficiency,  and  they  have  resolved,  in  concurrence  with  the  opinion  of  the  Secre- 
tary at  War,  to  extend  the  issue  of  fresh  meat  from  two  to  three  days  durmg  the  winter,  and 
from  two  to  four  days  per  week  during  the  summer  months,  without  interfering  vrith  the 
issue  of  fresl)  fish  on  one  day  in  the  week,  which  My  Lords  are  pleased  to  sanction  in  lieu  of 
14  J  oz.  of  salted  beef. 

**  My  Lords  are  fiirther  pleased  to  authorize  an  increase  in  the  quantity  of  salted  pork  from 
9ioz.  to  12  oz.  per  ration  when  that  article  is  issued.  Their  Loraships  therefore  desire  that 
Mr.  Bowers  will  give  to  the  contractor  the  stipulated  notice  that  his  contract  vrill  terminate 
at  the  end  of  six  months,  and  Mr.  Bowers  will  give  similar  notice  that  he  will  be  ready  at 
the  proper  period  to  receive  tenders  for  fresh  meat  to  be  supplied  according  to  the  increased 
quantities  which  My  Lords  have  now  authorized  for  the  troops  at  the  Bermudas. 

*'  Mr.  Bowers  will  invite  tenders  for  the  requisite  supply  for  one,  two  or  three  years,  and 
will  accept,  under  the  sanction  of  the  officer  commandmg,  such  tender  as  may  appear  to 
be  most  advantageo  us  for  the  public,  stipulating,  of  course^  that  the  contract  shall  terminate 
at  the  end  of  six  months'  notice  from  either  party.*' 


Sir,  War  Office,  29  February  1840. 

No.  50.  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  25th  February,  I  am  directed  to  state,  that  the  period  during 

which  tne  Secretary  at  War  conceives  the  largest  issue  of  fresh  meat  should  take  place  in 
the  Bermudas  is  from  May  to  November  (bom  months  inclusive),  when  bowel  complaints 
are  generally  twice  as  frequent  as  during  the  rest  of  the  year. 

In  Gibraltar,  the  issue  has  on  this  principle  been  materially  increased  from  June  to 
November,  but  as  the  Bermudas  are  several  degrees  further  to  the  south,  it  seems  expedient 
to  extend  the  arrangement  there  to  the  month  of  May  also. 

I  have,  &c. 

C.  E.  Trevelyan,  Esq.,  kc.  kc.  kc.  (signed)        L.  Sulivan. 


Sir,  Treasury  Chambers,  11  March  1840. 

No.  61.  ^  ^^  commanded  by  the  Lords  Ciommissioners   of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  to  acquaint 

you,  with  reference  to  the  letter  from  this  Board  of  the  25th  ultimo,  that  the  months  from ' 
May  to  November,  both  inclusive,  are  to  comprise  the  period  during  which  the  issues  to  the 
troops  of  fresh  meat  four  days  in  the  week  vnll  take  place  under  the  instructions  already 
conveyed  to  you,  and  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  fresh  meat  vrill  be  distributed  three  days 
in  the  week. 

lam,  &c. 

Henry  Bowers,  Esq.,  a.c.g.  (signed)        C.  E.  Trevelyaiu 

Bermuda. 
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I 

Extract  from  the  Annual  Report  of  Dr.  Burd^  Surgeon  to  the  Forces  at  the 
Bahamas,  for  the  Year  1819|  relating  to  the  Health  of  the  Troops  in  that 
Colony, 

*^  The  rapid  proeress  of  disease  among  the  white  troops,  and  the  alarming  mortality  it  No.1. 

occasioned,  havmg  oeen  duly  represented  to  the  President  and  commander-in-chief  of  the 
colony,  the  reoorter  was  desu*ed  to  state  officially  his  opinion  as  to  the  causes  of  the  existing 
malady,  and  the  means  most  likely  to  arrest  its  further  progress  amon^t  the  troops;  he, 
acconungly,  addressed  to  his  Honor  the  required  communication ;  and  from  that  document 
it  may  not  be  deemed  impertinent  to  submit  such  extracts  as  are  meant  to  express  the 
reporter's  ideas  respecting  the  influence  of  local  situation  upon  the  health  of  the  garrison, 
during  the  period*  comprised  by  the  accompanying  return.  Among  the  causes  of  the  fre- 
quency, severity  and  disproportionate  fatality  of'^the  fevers  which  have  prevailed  among  the 
whites  belonging  to  the  garrison,  I  have  little  hesitation  in  assigning  as  one,  their  occupation 
of  the  barracks  at  Fort  Uharlotte,  during  a  period  when,  as  is  usual  at  this  season  of  the 
year,  the  swamps  and  uncleared  low  grounds,  skirting  the  southern  and  south-western 
declivities  of  the  eminence  on  which  the  building  stands,  were  heated  to  an  uncommon 
degree,  while  a  southerly  current  of  the  atmosphere  continued  slowly  to  waft  their  pestiferous 
miasmata  in  full  concentration  through  the  apartments  occupied  by  the  soldiers. 

^  While  delivering  this  opinion,  I  am  sufficiently  aware,  that  what  is  denominated  the  great 
western  swamp  is  more  than  300  yards  distant  from  the  building,  but  I  also  know  that 
sv^amp  to  communicate  freely  with  all  the  low  ground  in  rear  of  the  barracks,  and  that  its 
rami6cations  often  extend  even  so  as  to  be  on  a  line  with  the  centre  of  the  building;  in 
reality,  the  low  ground  in  rear  of  the  barracks,  after  a  great  fall  of  rain,  forms  one  extensive 
swamp,  which,  being  considerably  under  the  level  of  the  sea,  can  become  dry  only  by 
evaporation. 

^  It  is,  indeed,  notorious,  that  the  ground  in  question  is  rarely  if  ever  free  from  moisture 
until  long  after  the  sickly  season  has  passed ;  it  is,  moreover,  covered  with  thick  brushwood 
and  tall  bushes, — a  circumstance  which  necessarily  involves  a  tardy  dissipation  of  humidity, 
aad  a  state  of  the  soil  peculiarly  favourable  to  the  elimination  of  morbific  vapours. 

'^  The  extreme  insalubrity  of  the  atmosphere  around  Fort  Charlotte  has  long  been  notorious 
in  this  island.  Previous  to  the  erection  of  this  building,  it  would  appear,  the  garrison  then 
quartered  in  Nassau  usually  enjoyed  good  health,  and  the  annual  mortality  was  compara- 
tively inconsiderable ;  whereas  it  is  undeniable,  that  since  the  troops  have  been  accommo- 
dated in  Fort  Charlotte  barracks,  the  mortality  has  been  generally  very  great,  and  that  the 
garrison  has  rarely  been  in  an  effective  state  during  the  sickly  portion  of  the  year.  In 
1790,  nearly  the  wnole  of  the  47th  regiment,  men,  women  and  cnildren,  were  swept  away 
within  the  course  of  a  very  few  weeks.  In  1802,  of  300  of  the  7th  foot,  quartered  at  Fort 
Charlotte,  220  were  buried  within  a  very  short  period,  and  the  remainder,  about  80  men, 
actually  fled  in  dismay  from  the  barracks.  In  1803,  the  garrison  was  likewise  extremely 
sickly ;  about  50  men  of  the  fusileers  were  saved  from  impending  destruction  by  prompt 
removal  to  a  neighbouring  island ;  in  the  month  of  September  they  regained  their  healtn, 
and  preserved  it  until  again  stationed,  in  December,  at  Fort  Charlotte,  when  their  com- 
mftnHJng  officer  and  the  greater  part  of  their  number  rapidly  fell  victims  to  the  fever. 

^'  It  would  be  superfluous  to  advert  to  more  recent  examples  of  the  fatal  influence  of 
residence,  in  the  building  alluded  to,  upon  the  officers  of  black  corps  which  have  garrisoned 
the  place.  The  remarkable  mortality  which  has  from  year  to  year  prevailed  has  repeatedly 
attracted  the  consideration  of  the  colonial  House  of  Assembly,  and  the  circumstances  must 
he  fully  within  the  sphere  of  your  Honor's  recollection." 

''While  adverting  to  the  facts  above  stated,  I  am  sufficiently  aware  of  the  influence  of 
diversity  of  constitution  in  re^rd  to  the  efi*ects  of  marsh  exhalation.  It  is  to  this  circum- 
stance that  the  remarkable  immunity  of  the  black  troops  is  attributable  from  a  disease 
which  has  proved  so  destructive  to  their  white  comrades,  though  accommodated  in  the 
same  barrack,  and  exposed  to  the  same  morbific  causes." 

''  In  calculating  the  degree  of  morbific  power  exercised  by  the  exhalations  vitiating  the 
atmosphere  around  Fort  Charlotte  barracks,  it  is  of  moment  to  keep  in  view  the  fact,  that 
the  troops  who  have  suffered  so  severely  during  the  past  season  are  composed  of  individuals 
whose  length  of  residence  in  tropical  situations  mignt  be  supposed  to  nave  rendered  them 
'  proof  against  ordinary  causes  of  West  India  fever.  The  frequency  and  fatality  of  the  disease 
which  has  reined  amongst  them,  I  cannot  but  regard  as  demonstrative  of  a  pestiferous 
quality  in  the  air  around  the  habitation  which  they  have  occupied.  Much,  it  is  true,  might  be 
nrged  respecting  the  influence  of  irregular  habits ;  much  might  be  ascribed  to  nocturnal 
duties ;  I  am,  however,  inclined  to  attach  but  little  importance  to  those  peculiarities  of  the 
soldier's  life,  having  remarked,  that  the  most  temperate  and  regular,  viz.,  the  non-com- 
missioned officers,  and  such  as  were  rarely  exposed  to  night  air,  viz.,  the  women  and  chil- 
dr^i,  were  among  the  early  victims  of  the  disease." 

'*  Another,  and,  in  my  opinion,  a  powerful  cause  of  the  fatality  of  the  disease,  is  to  be 
^und  on  reference  to  the  plan  and  site  of  the  garrison  hospital.  This  building,  calculated 
to  contain  about  40  patients,  consists  of  four  square  rooms,  two  of  which  ai*e  on  the  ground- 
floor;  it  is  situated  at  the  bottom  of  the  ridge,  terminated  by  the  fort,  and  in  the  flat  which 
lies  between  the  latter  and  the  sea-beach. 

154.  0  2  "The 
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*'The  ground  around  it,  originally  a  swamp,  must  be  regarded,  even  in  its  present  condition, 
as  a  fertile  source  of  miasma.  To  the  westward  is  an  extensive  tract  of  low  uncleared 
marshy  ground,  the  place  of  interment  alone  intervening ;  a  pond,  which  is  dry  at  no  period 
of  the  year,  lies  to  the  southward,  and  within  little  more  than  200  yards  distant.  Thus,  the 
inmates  of  the  hospital  are  necessarily  exposed  to  the  full  influence  of  marsh  miasma :  it  is 
also  to  be  deplored,  that  the  privy  is  situated  not  more  than  six  yards  from  the  rear  of  the 
building,  and  that  the  breezes  most  commonly  prevailing  during  the  sickly  season  necessarily- 
convey  disgusting  effluvia  through  every  apartment  occupied  by  the  sick. 

^*  It  is  here  also  of  moment  to  observe,  that,  although  this  building  is  sheltered  by  the  ridge 
on  which  the  barrack  stands  from  the  miasmata  generated  in  the  swampy  flats  and  ponds 
to  the  south-east,  yet,  in  consequence  of  the  abrupt  termination  of  that  eminence  at  Fort 
Charlotte,  the  aerial  currents,  even  when  from  the  southward,  sweep  round  the  point,  and 
disseminate  through  the  wards  of  the  hospital  the  paludal  exhalations  in  full  concentration." 

^*  I  am  not  unaware  that  it  has  been  contended  that  marsh  exhalations  can  rarely  prove 
noxious  at  any  considerable  distance  from  their  source,  and  I  believe,  that  when  sufficiently 
diluted,  their  noxious  qualities  seldom  manifest  themselves ;  but  from  having  narrowly  con- 
templated the  manner  in  which  smoke  and  other  visible  vapours  accidentally  raised  on  the 
low  grounds  lying  southward  of  the  barrack  are  dissipated  on  certain  occasions,  having,  in 
calm  weather,  remarked  them  moving  in  gentle  undulations  towards  the  bottom  of  the  ndge 
on  which  the  buildin?  stands,  and  progressively  ascending  with  slight  diminutions  of  density, 
and  having  repeatedly  inhaled  such  vapours  while  seated  in  my  own  apartment,  and  felt 
their  sensible  efiects  almost  e(}ual  to  what  they  would  have  occasioned  at  their  immediate 
source,  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  that  miasmata  arising  from  the  low  grounds,  though  at 
some  distance  from  the  barrack  and  hospital,  may  readily,  during  calm  weather,  exercise  a 
morbific  influence  upon  the  inmates  of  each  of  those  buildings." 

''Although  I  have  deemed  it  expedient  to  be  thus  particular  in  adverting  to  circumstances 
which  tend  less  evidently  to  vitiate  the  atmosphere  around  the  hospital,  1  would  not  be 
understood  to  suppose  that  the  situation  of  that  building  is  in  other  respects  unobjectionable. 

"The  flat  on  which  it  is  immediately  situated  must  ever,  1  fear,  continue  to  furnish  mias- 
mata highly  injurious  to  the  inmates  of  the  hospital,  whether  sick  or  convalescent" 


Extract  from  the  Annual  Report  of  StaflF  Surgeon  Watson,  for  the  year  1827, 
respecting  the  Barracks  at  the  Bahamas. 

No.  2.  "  Ik  the  early  part  of  the  year,  the  whole  of  the  men  belonging  to  the  2d  West  India 

regiment  were  quartered  at  Fort  Charlotte  barrack,  but  in  the  course  of  the  summer  a  por- 
tion of  the  regiment  was  moved  down  to  the  barrack  recently  erected  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  town. 

**  The  first  of  these  buildings  is  most  disadvantageously  placed  for  the  health  of  troops ; 
stands  on  the  summit  of  a  little  ridge  of  hill  which  runs  in  the  rear  of  Nassau,  towards  the 
west;  and  there  being  no  higher  ground  betwixt  it  and  the  sea,  it  is  exposed  to  the  fiiU 
force  of  the  winds  whencesoever  they  blow, — a  circumstance  which,  so  far  from  considering  an 
advantage,  I  look  upon  as  an  objection,  inasmuch  as  that  it  increases  the  chance  of  a  check 
of  perspuration,  so  often  the  parent  of  the  most  formidable  diseases  in  hot  climates.  At  the 
base  of  the  ridge  is  a  vast  swamp,  extending  a  considerable  distance  to  the  westward;  on 
travelling  this  road  we  find  it  skirted  on  either  side  by  the  marsh,  which  is  covered  by  an 
infinite  variety  of  shrubs  and  bushes.  Here,  under  a  fervid  sun,  the  water  is  ever  stag- 
nating and  mingling  with  the  decay  of  vegetable  matter,  and  the  putrifying  debris  of 
myriads  of  insects  or  other  animal  organization.  A  smell  emanating  from  this  source,  and 
most  offensive,  is  accordingly  generally  perceived  in  calm  weather,  or  at  sunset,  when  those 
noxious  exhalations  are  necessarily  more  dense  and  concentrated.  When  the  wind  is  from 
the  west,  they  are  wafted  on  the  barracks,  and  can  scarcely  fail,  I  should  apprehend,  to 
prove  prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the  inmates  of  that  building ;  indeed,  there  are  but  too 
strong  grounds  to  warrant  the  conclusion,  that  from  the  bosom  of  these  marshes  alone 
sprang  the  cause  of  those  malignant  fevers  which,  some  years  ago,  spread  such  terror  and 
destruction  among  the  soldiers  who  were  quarter^  on  this  unfortunate  spot.  This  barrack 
is  also  badly  constructed  as  regards  health,  in  having  the  lower  rooms  restmg  immediately  on 
the  soil,  or  at  least  nearly  so,  there  not  being  many  inches  betwixt  the  floor  of  the  lower 
rooms  and  the  ground;  it  is,  too,  in  a  state  of  very  indifferent  repair;  the  boards  of  the 
lower  rooms  are  broken  in  many  places,  apparently  from  absolute  decay. 

"  Tiie  new  barrack  at  Fort  Nassau  is,  in  point  of  situation  and  construction,  exceedingly 
well  adapted  for  the  accommodation  of  troops ;  it  stands  within  a  few  yards  of  the  sea,  on 
a  dry  calcareous  soil,  and  removed  without  the  range  of  influence  of  the  unwholesome 
swamps  which  exist  to  the  east  and  west  of  the  town.  This  is  the  same  spot  in  which  the 
barrack  stood  previous  to  its  destruction  by  a  hurricane,  about  the  year  1790,  and  at  that 
time  1  am  assured  by  some  of  the  older  residents^  that  the  troops  generally  enjoyed  excellent 
health." 
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Extract  firom  the  Annual  Report  of  Surgeon  Richardson,  of  the  2d  West  India 
Regiment,  at  the  Bahamas,  for  the  year  1828. 

"  Thb  very  decayed  and  dilapidated  state  of  Fort  Charlotte  barrack,  independent  of  the 
nnhealthiness  of  its  site,  has  been  the  source  of  much  disease,  and  a  principal  cause  of  the 
mortality  that  has  occtirred  during  the  last  twelve  months. 

"  The  ground  floors  have  of  course  been  much  more  unhealthy  than  the  upper  ones,  owing 
not  merely  to  their  being  neai-er  the  soil,  but  to  the  boards  of  the  floors  being  generally  in  a 
very  advanced  stage  of  decay,  from  being  placed  so  near  to  the  surface  of  the  earth  that 
there  can  be  no  ventilation,  consequently  the  filth  and  moistm'e  accumulated  underneath 
tend  to  expedite  their  decay,  and  are  constantly  emitting  a  noxious  exhalation." 

"  The  5th  company  of  the  regiment  suffered  so  much  during  the  early  part  of  the  year, 
from  being  quartered  in  the  lower  floor  of  this  barrack,  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  vacate 
it  altogether.  The  company  has  lost  12  men  during  the  period,  and  the  health  of  a  great 
many  more  has  been  permanently  injured  by  occupying  this  unhealthy  room.  Since  the 
recruits  joined,  from  Africa,  in  October,  the  lower  floor  of  this  barrack  has  been  occupied 
again,  from  a  want  of  barrack  accommodation ;  and  so  soon  as  the  rains  and  hot  weather 
set  in,  we  may  expect  a  renevi^l  of  sickness  and  mortality  amongst  the  men  quartered 
there. 

'*  The  following  Table  will  exhibit  the  comparative  mortality  occurring  during  the  year  in 
the  men  quartered  in  each  barrack  occupied  by  the  regiment. 

Average  Annual  Strength  of  the  Regiment,  including  Recruits  joined  during  the  year  -  470 


-} 


Average  number  of  Men  quartered  in 

each  Barracks  in  1828    -  - 

Febris  Remittens  contin.     - 

Phlegmon  et  Abscess  -        *  t 

Pneumonia         -        .        -  - 
Rheumatisiii 

Phttiisis  Pulmonalis   .        -  - 

Dysenteria         .        -        -  - 

Apoplexia  -        -        -        -  - 

Colica       -        -        -        -  - 

Ulcus        .        w        -        -  - 
Tumor       -        -        -        - 

Total  Deaths  in  1828  - 

Average  proportion  of  Mortality  - 
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"  Fort  Charlotte  barrack  having  been  condemned  on  account  of  the  nnhealthiness  of  its 
site,  all  repairs  incurring  much  expense  are  objected  to,  conseouently  this  barrack  must 
become  more  unhealthy  every  year ;  and  as  the  new  barrack  in  the  town  of  Nassau  cannot 
accommodate  more  than  180  men,  it  would  be  desimble  to  devise  some  means  whereby  so 
great  a  mortaUty  might  be  prevented  in  fiiture.*' 


N<v3. 


Extract  from  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1829,  from  Surgeon  Bichardsofty 
of  the  2d  West  India  Regiment,  at  the  Bahamas. 

^*  It  is  to  be  regretted  any  part  of  the  regiment  should  be  suffered  to  remain  in  the  old 
barracks  at  Fort  Charlotte,  which  have  always  been  unhealthy ;  and  from  the  very  bad 
state  they  are  now  in,  owing  to  want  of  repair,  and  decay  that  is  rapidly  advancmg,  must 
in  consequence  become  more  unhealthy  every  year  they  continue  to  be  occupied." 


No.  4. 


ExTRAqx  from  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1830,  from  Surgeon  Bichardson, 
of  the  2d  West  India  Regiment,  at  the  Bahamas. 

^  Thb  same  barracks  continue  to  be  occupied ;  viz.  the  new  barracks  in  the  town  of 
Nassau,  and  the  old  ones  at  fort  Charlotte ;  the  latter  is  fast  falling  into  decay,  and  of 
course  becoming  annually  more  unhealthy  for  the  troops ;  the  men  occupying  the  new  bar- 
racks still  continue  to  enjoy  comparatively  a  much  greater  exemption  from  disease  than  the 
others." 
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Extract  from  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1834,  from  Surgeon  Eichardsonf 
of  the  2d  West  India  Regiment,  at  the  Bahamas. 

^*o.  6*  ^  From  the  decayed  state  of  Fort  Charlotte  barracks,  and  Government  having  deter- 

mined not  to  incur  any  further  expense  in  repairing  them  in  consequence  of  their  having 
proved  so  very  unhealthy,  it  became  necessary  to  remove  the  troops  that  occupied  them, 
as  they  were  unsafe  any  longer  to  be  inhabited ;  and  instructions  havmg  been  received  about 
the  month  of  May  to  raze  the  barrack  entirely,  and  to  hire  houses  if  they  could  be  procured 
to  put  the  men  in,  or  to  make  some  temporary  arrangement  for  their  accommodation,  the 
latter  expedient  was  resorted  to,  as  no  houses  or  accommodation  of  any  kind  for  the  men 
could  be  hired  in  the  town  or  neighbourhood,  and  temporary  huts  at  a  trifling  expense 
were  put  up  for  them." 

'*  A  RTiLLERY  B ARRACKS. — ^This  barrack,  it  is  true,  has  been  found  very  unfit  for  European 
troops  to  live  in,  partly  by  reason  of  its  construction,  the  boards  of  the  floor  beine  so  close 
to  the  earth  as  not  to  admit  of  any  circulation  of  air  below  them,  though  they  a£nitted  of 
lodgment  of  decayed  vegetable  and  animal  matter,  and  also  from  its  being  in  the  vicinity 
of  some  low  ground  to  wmdward  of  it,  where  a  lodgment  of  water  is  formed  afl«r  every  heavy 
fidl  of  rain,  and  consequently  being  in  a  position  where  filth  and  humidity  were  aided  by 
high  temperature  must  necessarily  tend  to  generate  disease ;  but,  notwithstandinjg,  the 
Atrican  soldiers  have  been  able  to  live  in  the  barrack  for  several  years  without  suffering 
materially  firom  fever." 


EltTRACT  from  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1834,  from  Surgeon  Richardson, 
of  the  2d  West  India  Regiment,  at  die  Bahamas. 

Ko.  7*  ''  The  only  healthy  and  eligible  site  for  the  erection  of  a  barrack  is  that  adjoining  the  new 

barrack,  upon  which  the  old  fort,  called  Nassau,  stood ;  but  as  this  dilapidated  and  at 
present  useless  work  could  not  be  removed  vnthout  authority  fix>m  the  Board  of  Ordnance, 
it  became  a  dernier  resource  the  putting  up  the  huts  in  their  present  location.  They  consist 
of  three  buildings,  two  of  them  of  an  eaiud  size,  yiz.,  68  feet  m  lencth  by  22  in  widUi, 
which  accommc^ate  40  men  each;  the  tnird  hut  is  dT  the  same  vndth,  but  120  feet  long, 
and  accommodates  80  men ;  they  have  all  piazzas  in  front  and  rear;  tb^  are  constructed  of 
wo6den  frames ;  the  walls  are  wattled  and  plastered  with  lime,  inside  and  out ;  the  roof  is 
thatched  with  palmetto  leaves,  which  make  a  dry,  lights  airy  covering  whm  properly  put  on ; 
and  the  floors  are  terraced  widi  lime^  but  the  latter  ingredient  is  so  scanty  a  proportion^ 
that  the  floors  are  already  crumbling  into  sand  or  loose  earth.*' 
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RELATIVE    TO 


BRITISH    GUIANA. 


—  No.  1.— 
(No.  105.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  the  Marquis  of  Normanby, 

My  Lord,  Governor's  Residence,  Demerara,  26  June  1839. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  copy  of  an  ordinance  passed 
by  the  Court  of  Policy  and  myself,  entitled  '*  An  Ordinance  to  regulate  the 
Inmiigration  of  Labourers  into  British  Guiana." 

I  have  allowed  this  ordinance  to  be  published,  that  the  views  of  the  colonists 
may  appear.  The  ordinance,  however,  is  a  dead  letter,  till  other  arrangements 
are  made  than  those  proposed  for  the  necessary  funds  to  meet  the  expenses. 

In  my  Despatch,  No.  58,  date  March  21st,  I  had  the  honour  of  stating  it  was 
proposed  to  raise  400,000/.  by  loan  for  that  purpose.  An  ordinance,  a  copy  of 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  forward,  was  introduced,  in  conformity  with  certain 
resolutions  of  the  Combined  Court,  copy  of  which  is  also  transmitted,  into  the 
Court  of  Policy.  I  had  had  full  time  to  consider  the  subject,  and  to  be  satisfied 
of  the  impolicy  of  burthening  this  colony  with  a  debt  for  40  years,  subject  to  a 
vote  of  the  Combined  Court  for  the  mode  of  taxing  the  colony  to  pay  the  in- 
terest. It  was  my  duty  to  oppose  its  further  progress,  and  refer  the  subject  to 
your  Lordship's  consideration.  The  annexed  minute  of  the  Court  of  Policy, 
accompanying  the  proposed  ordinance,  will  show  the  mode  I  adopted. 

I  am  fully  convinced  of  the  advantage  to  be  derived  from  well-conducted 
immigration ;  but  it  must  be  gradual,  and  this  may  be  effectually  obtained  by  an 
annual  grant. 

1  had  the  honour  of  giving  proofs  to  your  Lordship,  in  i^y  despatches  relating 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  Combined  Court,  that  but  for  the  20,000/.  placed  on 
the  estimates  as  interest  to  the  proposed  loan,  and  the  sum  proposed  as  a  sinking 
fimd,  the  planters  might  have  been  exempted  from  taxation.  By  the  ordinary 
supplies  of  ways  and  means,  30,000/.  are  raised  by  a  tax  of  1^  per  cent,  on 
produce ;  a  tax  of  2  J  per  cent,  would  produce  40,000/. ;  and  with  that  sum, 
supposing  every  emigrant  to  cost  20/.,  an  annual  importation  of  2,000  emigrants 
might  be  obtamed,  quite  sufficient  for  the  wants  and  means  of  accommodation 
of  the  colony.  At  the  end  of  10  years,  20,000  emigrants  would  have  been 
added  to  the  colony,  and  located  only  on  those  estates  where  proper  accommoda- 
tion had  been  provided,  without  debt  or  loan ;  whereas  the  proposed  loan  would 
only  procure  20,000  emigrants,  one-third  of  whom  would  probably  have  died 
b^ore  the  end  of  10  years,  from  injudicious  location,  or  insufficient  attention, 
consequent  on  too  hasty  an  introduction  of  numbers  at  the  same  time. 

The  resources  of  this  colony  are  ample ;  its  taxation  much  less,  in  proportion 
to  its  produce,  than  Jamaica.  No  debt  ought  to  be  contracted  which  should 
anticipate  future  revenue,  and  which  would  probably  place  it  at  the  command  of 
merchants  in  England,  from  whose  thraldom  the  compensation-money  has 
enabled  the  great  body  of  proprietors  to  escape. 

I  have,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Rose,  forwarded  a  minute  read  by  him  in  defence 
of  bis  project,  and  the  answer  delivered  by  Dr.  Mac  Turk  against  it.  Mr.  Rose 
complains  that,  objections  were  not  made  on  the  first  proposal  to  raise  a  loan : 
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BRITISH  GUIANA,  till  the  whole  scheme  was  developed,  such  opposition  would  have  been  pre- 
— — '—  mature.  TTie  rejection  of  a  measure  for  the  benefit  of  the  colony,  without  proofs 
that  it  was  not  so,  would  have  excited  just  cause  of  complaint.  It  was  my  duty 
to  give  it  a  fisdr  discussion,  and  to  ascertain  the  mode  the  Combined^  Court  would 
adopt,  in  conjunction  with  the  Court  of  Policy,  for  the  pa3rment8  of  interest  and 
principal.  Constituted  as  the  financial  representatives  now  are,  the  burthen  of 
the  first  (the  interest)  may  be  removed  from  the  planters  to  the  general  taxes  of 
the  colony.  On  these  grounds,  and  for  the  other  reasons  already  given,  I 
caused  the  rejection  of  the  ordinance. 

Being  desirous  not  to  lose  an  early  opportunity  of  forwarding  the  wdinance 
for  regulating  emigration,  I  transmit  it  in  manuscript  It  is  grounded  on  the 
late  Emigration  Act  of  Great  Britain,  and,  as  far  as  its  genend  provisions  pro- 
vide, fair  and  liberal.  The  selection  of  points  from  which  the  emigrants  are  to 
be  obtained,  though  mentioned,  must  depend  on  the  views  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  I  respectfully  submit  it  to  your  Lordship's  favourable  considerap 
tion  for  Her  Majesty's  approval. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 
Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Henry  Light. 


Enclosure  1,  in  No.  1. 


Summary  of  Ordikancb,  No.  13,  to  regulate  the  Immigration  of  Labourers 

isiU>  British  Ouiana. 

1st.  The  Governor  to  appoint  an  agent  at  various  places;  salary  of  agents. 
Inch  1,  In  No.  i.        2d.  Agents  to  examine  vessels,  and  ^rant  certificates. 

3d.  As:ent  in  Guiana  to  require  ceruficate  of  a^ent  at  port  of  embarkation ;  and  to  satisfy 
himself  mat  conditions  of  ordinance  have  been  fulfilled. 

4tb.  Governor  and  Court  of  Policy  to  appoint  Board  of  Commissioners  for  m^gy^pg 
funds  for  encouragement  of  immigration. 

5th.  Board  of  Commissioners  to  make  bye-laws  not  contrary  to  ordinance. 

6th.  Board  to  pay  monies  on  certificate  of  immi^tion  agent. 

7th.  Premium  or  rate  of  passage  from  various  places  to  be  made  public.  No  child  under 
^ven  years,  no  man  or  woman  over  45  years,  to  entitle  the  importer  to  the  said  rate:  26 L 
from  cfalcutta;  15/.  for  persons  between  seven  and  fourteen  years,  and  proportionate  rates 
for  less  distant  places. 

8th.  No  rate  to  be  allowed  unless  ordinance  be  complied  with ;  labourers  to  be  uninden- 
tured,  and  not  bound  to  repay  passage-money. 

9th.  ImmiCTant  to  have  right  of  return  on  payins  cost  of  passage  back. 

10th.  No  claim  for  brin^n^  labourers  to  be  paid,  except  on  certificate  of  i^nt  at  em* 
barkation,  and  of  agent  m  3ie  colony,  that  12  regulations  have  been  complied  with— 
respecting  number  of  persons  on  board  of  vessel,  height  of  deck,  space  of  accommodation, 
tiers  of  berths,  number  of  immigrants  to  superficies  of  deck  unoccupied  by  ^oods,  cabooses, 
quantity  and  quality  of  provisions  and  water,  surgeon,  medicines,  sea-wortniness  of  vessel, 
males  and  females,  i^es,  classification  of  adults,  male  and  female,  and  children,  for  purposes 
of  receiving  premium. 

11th.  Contract  for  conveyance  to  contain  forfeiture  if  conditions  of  ordinance  be  not  com- 
plied  with. 

British  Gitiaka.    1839. 

No.  13.  An  Ordinance,  entitled  ''An  Ordinance  to  regulate  the  Immigration  of 
Labourers  into  British  OnianaJ^ 

Whereas  it  is  highly  desirable  to  encourage  the  free  immigration  of  labourers  into  thk 
colony;  and  whereas  to  eflfect  this  object,  and  to  provide  for  the  safe  conveyance  from  certain 
places  of  immigrants,  it  is  necessary  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  prpper  agents: 

And  whereas  it  is  expedient  to  offer  certain  inducements  for  the  encouragement  of  free 
immigration,  and  to  appoint  a  Board  of  Commissioners,  having  power  to  carry  these  objects 
into  meet: 

I.  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Governor  for  the  time 
brinff  of  this  colony  to  appoint  an  agent  for  the  purposes  hereinafter  mentioned  at  each  of 
the  following  places,  iJiat  is  to  say,  at  Calcutta,  in  the  Presidency  of  Bengal,  in  the  East 
Indies ;  at  New  Providence,  in  the  Bahama  Islands ;  and  at  such  place  in  Africa  as  may 
from  time  to  time  be  fixed  by  the  Governor  and  Court  of  Policy ;  and  at  any  other  place  in 
which  now  or  hereafter  there  may  be  established  any  commission  under  any  treaty  for  the 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each  of  the  said  agents  shall  receive  a  salary  not  exceeding  BRITISH  GUIANA. 

600/.  sterling  per  annum,  and  that  the  said  salaries  shall  and  may  be  paid  by  the  Board  of  

Commissioners,  hereinafter  provided  for  out  of  any  funds  that  may  be  raised,  or  any  grant 
of  money  that  may  be  made,  for  the  encouragement  of  free  immigration  into  this  colony ; 
provided  nevertheless,  that  the  salary  of  any  one  of  the  said  agents,  on  six  months'  notice 
bei^  given  to  him  by  the  Board  of  Commissioners  hereinafter  referred  to,  shall  cease. 

IL  And  be  it  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  s^ent  at  any  one  of  the  different 
places  hereinbefore  mentioned,  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  all  vessels  intended  to  bring 
labourers  for  this  colony,  under  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance,  and  to  see  that  all  the  pro- 
vffiions  of  this  ordinance  are  strictly  complied  with ;  and  on  satisfying  himself  that  they  have 
been  fully  complied  with,  he  shall  grant  a  certificate  to  that  effect  to  the  master  of  the  vessel 
60  iutended  to  convey  labourers,  which  certificate  shall  be  properly  authenticated,  and  must 
be  product  in  this  colony  by  the  said  master  of  the  vessel,  and  that  no  claim  for  any  remu- 
neration fix>m  the  colony  for  bringing  labourers  to  the  colony  shall  be  entertained,  unless 
gach  a  certificate  be  produced. 

III.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  immigration  agent  for  the  time  being 
io  this  colony  to  demand  and  receive  from  the  master  of  any  vessel  arriving  with  labourers 
on  board,  the  certificate  granted  to  the  said  master  of  the  vessel  by  the  agent  at  the  port  of 
embarkatioD,  and  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  a^ent  in  this  colony  to  make  such  other 
inquuies  as  to  him  may  appear  necessary,  so  as  to  satisfy  himself  that  all  the  conditions  laid 
down  in  this  ordinance  have  been  complied  with,  and  being  so  satisfied *fae  shall  grant  a  certi-* 
ficate  to  that  efiect  to  the  master  of  the  vessel,  which  certificate  shall  be  sufficient  evidence  as 
to  the  regulations  hereinafter  laid  down  having  been  complied  with,  and  shall  entitle  the 
parson  or  persons  who  have  borne  the  charge  of  conveying  the  labourers  to  receive  any  pre-' 
miom  that  may  be  offered  under  this  ordinance,  and  to  wnich  he  or  they  might  be  entitled 
in  virtue  of  having  fully  complied  with  the  said  conditions. 

IV.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Governor  and  Court  of  Policy  to 
appoint  five  persons,  any  three  of  whom  shall  be  a  quorum,  to  be  called  and  act  under  the 
name  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  managing  in  British  Guiana  the  funds  raised  for  the 
purpose  of  encouraging  immigration,  and  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Governor  and  Court  . 
of  rolicy  to  fill  up  any  vacancies  that  may  occur  in  the  said  board,  and  also  to  remove  any 
member  thereof. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Board  of  Commissioners  shall  have  full  power 
to  make  such  bye-law  for  the  regiilation  of  its  meetings,  and  for  the  transaction  of  its  busi- 
ness, as  to  a  majority  of  the  members  thereof  shall  appear  fit ;  provided  nevertheless,  that  no 
such  bye-law  shall  be  made  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  this  ordinance,  or  to  any  present  or 
future  resolution  of  the  Court  of  Policy. 

VI.  And  be  it  enacted.  That,  under  the  sanction  of  the  Governor,  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners for  managing  in  British  Gruiana  the  funds  raised  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  im- 
migration shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  pay  out  of  the  saia  funds,  to  any  person  or 
persons  who  shall  produce  a  certificate  from  the  immigration  agent  in  this  colony,  such  sums 
of  money  as  shall  be  payable  and  due  to  such  person  or  persons,  in  virtue  of  having  brought 
labourers  to  this  colony,  and  of  having  complied  with  the  conditions  of  this  ordinance :  Pro- 
vided nevertheless,  that  the  said  Commissioners  shall  not  be  bound  to  pay,  and  it  shall  not  be 
lawful  for  them  to  pay  any  sums  of  money  to  any  persons  bringing  immigrants  to  this  colony, 
otherwise  than  those  made  publicly  known  by  them  as  hereinafter  provided,  or  due  by  them 
in  virtue  of  any  contract  made  by  them,  as  hereinafter  provided,  or  due  by  them  on  account 
of  salaries  to  agents,  or  charges  connected  with  the  objects  of  this  ordinance. 

VII.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  the  said  Board  of  Commissioners  shall  make  publicly  known 
the  premium  or  rate  of  passage  which  they,  on  account  of  the  colony,  are  willing  to  pay  for 
each  immigrant  brought  to  this  colony  from  the  places  hereinbefore  mentioned,  and  under 
the  conditions  hereinafter  laid  down,  and  that  the  said  Board  of  Commissioners  shall  give 
due  notice  of  any  change  in  the  amount  so  to  be  offered,  or  of  any  discontinuance  of  any 
such  premiums  in  the  '^  Gazette  "  of  this  colony,  and  in  the  *'  London  Grazette,''  and  also  to 
the  agents  at  the  different  ports  of  embarkation,  and  that  the  said  agents  shall  be  bound  to 
inform  any  person  applying  to  them  for  their  official  services  of  any  such  change  or  discon- 
tinuance :  r rovided  nevertheless,  that  the  said  Commissioners  shall  not  have  power  to  offer 
any  premium  or  rate  of  passage  for  bringing  any  child  under  the  age  of  seven  years,  or  any 
man  or  woman  over  the  age  of  45  years,  and  that  they  shall  not  have  power  to  offer  larger 
premiums  or  rates  of  passage  than  the  following;  that  is  to  say — 26/.  for  every  man  from 
Calcutta;  26/.  for  every  woman  from  Calcutta;  16/.  for  every  young  person  between  the 
age  of  seven  years  and  fourteen  years  of  age ;  and  from  any  other  less  distant  place  pro- 
portioned rates. 

VIII.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  said  Board  of  Commissioners 
to  offer  any  premium  to,  or  to  reimburse  in  whole  or  in  part,  any  party  bearing  the  costs  of 
80  bringing  immigrants  to  this  colony,  unless  the  said  party  or  his  representative  has  fully 
and  duly  complied  with  all  the  conditions  of  this  ordinance,  and  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful 
for  the  said  Board  of  Commissioners  to  pay  any  money  for  the  encouragement  of  the  immi- 
gration of  any  labourers,  excepting  of  those  who  are  not  indentured,  and  who  are  not  bound 
to  repay  any  portion  of  the  passage-money  or  other  charge  of  conveying  them,  and  who  are 
not  entitled  to  a  free  passive  home. 

IX.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  any  person  brought  here  under  the  provisions  of  this  ordi- 
nance, and  desirous  of  returning  to  his  or  her  native  country,  shall  have  a  right  to  be  sent 
back  thither,  on  his  or  her  paying  to  the  said  Board  of  Commissioners  a  sum  equal  to  the 
cost  at  which  he  or  she  can  be  sent  back  by  the  said  Board  of  Commissioners. 
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BBITISH  GULiNA.  X.  And  be  it  enaetod^  That  no  pencm  or  peraons  shall  be  entitled  to  claim  or  to  reeeivfttiy 
'  remuneration  for  bringing  labourerd  as  knmignmta  to  thi&  colony  under  this  ordinanee,  unless 
it  shall  be  shown  and  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  ibe  agent  at  the  port  of  embarkation  by 
personal  inspection,  and  to  the  a^nt  here  by  the  production  of  a  certificate  from  the  agents 
at  the  port  of  embarkation  as  weU  as  by  his  own  personal  inquiries,  that  the  following  regu- 
lations have  been  complied  with ;  that  is  to  say — 

1st.  That  the  ship  or  vessel  in  which  the  said  immigrants  are  conveyed,  did  not  proceed 
on  her  voyage  with  more  persons  on  board  than  in  the  prc^rUon  of  three  for  every  five  tons 
of  the  registered  burden  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  the  master  and  crew  b«ing  included,  and 
forminga  part  of  such  prescribed  number. 

2d.  That  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  if  having  more  than  one  deck,  was  of  the  height  of  five 
,  feet  and  a  half  at  the  least  between  the  decks. 

3d.  That  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  if  having  only  one  deck,  had  a  platform  laid  beneadi  said 
deck  in  snoh  a  manner  as  to  afibrd  a  space  of  five  feet  and  a  half  at  the  least 

4th.  That  the  said  ship  or  vessel  haa  not  more  than  two  tiers  of  berths. 

6th.  That  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  if  having  two  tiers  of  berths,  had  at  least  an  interval  of 
six  inches  between  the  deck  or  platform,  and  the  floor  of  the  lower  tier  throughout  the  whole 
extent  thereof. 

6th.  That  the  said  diip  or  vessel,  whatever  her  tonnage  might  be,  had  not  carried  a  greater 
number  of  immigrants  than  at  the  rate  of  one  such  person  for  every  15  superficial  feet  of  the 
lower  deck  or  platform,  unoccupied  by  goods  or  stores,  not  being  the  personal  baggage  of 
such  immigrants. 

7th.  That  one  or  more  cabooses  had  been  provided  in  such  ship  or  vessel  for  the  separate 
use  of  such  immigrants,  if  rendered  necessary  by  their  caste  or  religion. 

Sth.  That  the  said  ship  or  vessel  had  not  proceeded  on  her  voyage  until  there  was  on 
board  such  ship  or  vessel  good  and  wholesome  provisions  for  the  use  and  consumption  of 
such  immigrants,  over  and  above  the  victualling  of  the  crew,  to  the  amount  or  in  the  propor- 
tion foUowmg ;  that  is  to  say — 

For  immigrants  from  Calcutta : —  lbs.    oz. 

Rice         "        -        -        -        -  12    -^  per  week. 

Dhol 1  12*       „ 

Ohee,  or  oil      -        -        -    n   -  -    7^      » 

Salt -    3ji      „ 

Dried  fish          -        -        -        -  -  1  ^      » 

Tarmirich,  or  tamarind        -        .  -  14^      ,, 

Onions,  or  chillis        -        -        "  "*    "^^      » 
From  other  places : — 

14  lbs.  rice. 
3  lbs.  saltish. 
1  lb.  salt. 

A  supply  of  water  to  the  amount  of  five  gallons  to  every  week  for  the  computed  voyage  for 
every  immigrant  on  board  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  such  water  being  carried  in  tanks  or  sweet 
casks. 

From  the  Bahama  Islands  :—  Either  the  above  quantity  of  rice  as  aforesaid^  or  a  supply 
of  bread,  biscuit,  oatmeal  or  bread-stuffs,  to  the  amount  of  seven  poimds  weight  to  every 
week  of  the  computed  voyage  for  every  such  immigrant,  also  a  sufficient  quantity  of  salt 
and  salt-fish  :  Provided  that  when  any  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  destined  to  call  at  a  port 
or  place  in  the  course  of  her  voyage  for  the  purpose  of  filling  up  her  water,  a  supply  of 
water  at  the  rate  before  mentioned  for  every  week  of  the  computed  voyage  to  such  port  or 
place  of  calling,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  this  regulation : 
Provided  that  at  the  said  place  of  calling,  a  sufficient  supply  of  water  for  the  computed  re- 
mainder of  the  voya^i^e  be  taken  in ;  and  also  that  the  agent  at  the  port  of  embarkation 
shall  be  satisfied  with  the  computation  made  of  the  probable  duration  of  the  voyage. 

9th.  That  the  said  ship  or  vessel  has  had  rated  upon  the  ship's  company,  and  tnat  there 
actually  has  proceeded  with  the  ship  or  vessel  on  her  voyage  some  person  duly  authorized 
by  law  to  practise  as  a  physician,  surgeon  or  apothecary,  and  that  there  was  on  board  a 
medicine  cnest,  and  a  proper  supply  of  medicines,  instruments  and  other  medical  stores, 
suitable  and  adequate  in  amount  and  kind  to  the  probable  exigencies  of  the  voyage,  and  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  agent  at  the  port  of  embarkation. 

lOth.  That  the  said  ship  or  vessel  was  at  the  time  of  sailing  sea-worthy,  which  if  thought 
necessary  by  the  agent  at  the  port  of  embarkation,  had  been  ascertained  by  a  survey  being 
made  by  two  competent  persons. 

11th.  That  the  number  of  females  above  the  age  of  14  years  on  board  at  the  time  of  the 
said  ship  or  vessel  proceeding  on  her  voyage,  was  not  less  than  in  the  proportion  of  one-third 
such  females  to  the  males  above  the  age  of  14,  also  on  board  at  the  time  the  ship  or  vessel 
proceeded  on  her  voyage ;  that  the  number  of  persons  so  on  board  between  the  ages  of 
seven  and  14  years  was  not  more  than  the  proportion  of  two  to  every  one  of  those  above  the 
same  age,  and  that  the  number  of  children  on  board  under  the  age  of  seven  was  not  more 
than  in  the  proportion  of  two  to  everj'  woman  above  the  age  of  14  years. 

12th.  Provided  always,  that  for  the  pinrposes  and  within  tne  meaning  of  this  ordinance,  in  so 
far  as  its  provisions  refer  to  the  proportion  of  immigrants  who  may  be  brought  in  any  vessel 
so  as  to  entitle  the  party  so  bringmg  them  to  remuneration,  two  chiloren,  each  being  under  the 
age  of  14  years,  but  above  the  age  of  seven  years ;  or  thre^  children,  each  being  under  the 

age 
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«g»  of  sefTen  years,  Iml  ab^Tv  the  age  of  12  montlia^  shall  m  all  cases  be  compuied'as  one  British  guia va. 
peiBon  only,  and  that  chihlrea  mider  the  age  of  12  months  shall  not  be  included  ia  the  , 

compiilatiDn  of  the  nnmber  of  persons. 

Xi*  Afid  be  it  enacted.  That  tiie  afoc^neirtioned  Board  of  Commissioners  shall  have  full 
power  to  eater  into  any  contract  for  the  bsingin^  to  this  coloi\y  any  immigrants  from  the 
places  before  mentioned ;  but  it  shall  not  be  lawml  for  them  to  enter  into  any  contract,  unless 
it  shall  be  provided  in  such  contract  that  the  contractor  shall  forfeit  the  price  to  be  paid  to 
him  for  every  such  emigrant,  in  the  event  of  the  conditioBS  of  this  ondinance  rdating  to  the 
conveying  of  immigrants  not  being  adhered  to. 

And  that  no  i^orance  shall  be  pretended  of  this  our  ordinance,  these  presents  shall  be 
printed  and  published  in  the  customary  manner. 

Thus  done  and  enacted  at  our  ordinary  assembly,  held  at  the  Guiana  Public  Buildings, 
George  Town,  Dem^rara,  this  20th  June  1839,  and  published  on  the  25th  following. 

(signed)        Henry  light. 
By  command  of  the  Court, 

(signed)        H.  E.  F.  Youngs  Secretary. 


Enclosure  2,  in  No.  1 . 

M INUTB  of  the  CSombined  Court. 
Resolved, — 
1  •  That  it  is  expedient,  and  for  the  interests  of  this  colony,  to  encourage  the  hamigration  of   End.  a,  in  No.  i . 
labourers  not  bound  to  any  particular  employer,  nor  for  any  specific  period. 

2.  That  to  effect  the  end  proposed  in  the  first  resolution,  it  is  desirable  that  a  sum  of 
BAoney  not  exceeding  400,000/.  sterling  be  raised  on  bonds,  issued  in  the  name  and  on  the 
security  of  this  colony,  and  bearing  interest. 

3.  Inat  any  money  so  raised  shall  be  under  the  control  of  five  gentlemen,  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Governor  and  Court  of  Policy,  and  to  be  called  and  act  under  the  name  of  *^  The 
£oard  of  Commissioners  for  mana^ng  in  British  Guiana  the  Funds  raised  for  the  purpose  of 
encouraging  Immigration :"  Provided,  that  the  said  Board  of  Commissioners  shall  lay  before 
this  Court  at  its  yearly  meeting  a  full  and  particular  account  of  the  receipts,  the  expenditure, 
and  the  state  of  the  funds,  in  me  hands  or  under  the  control  of  the  said  board,  and  also  of 
its  outstanding  engi^ements ;  and  that  this  court,  if  it  see  fit,  shall  have  foil  power  and  au- 
thority to  limit  or  prohibit  the  forther  expenditure  of  the  said  board,  making  good,  neverthe- 
less, all  existing  engagements  of  the  said  board,  and  givine  due  notice  of  the  suspension  or 
reduction  of  any  premium  that  may  have  been  offered  by  the  said  board  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  immigration. 

4.  That  it  IS  expedient  to  declare  any  claims  against  the  colony  in  virtue  of  these  resolu- 
tions preferent  to  ail  other  claims,  save  and  except  the  present  or  any  future  civil  list. 

5.  That  no  money  raised  in  virtue  of  these  resolutions  shall  be  expended  either  by  the 
authority  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  or  of  this  court,  on  any  otner  objects  than  the 
encouragement  of  immigration,  and  that,  in  the  event  of  this  court  prohibiting  the  further 
expenditure  of  the  fonds  raised  for  this  purpose,  and  the  objects  of  these  resolutions  being 
finally  abandoned,  any  balance  of  fonds  remaining  in  the  hands  or  under  the  control  of  the 
said  hoard  shall  be  appropriated  towards  the  redemption  of  the  bonds  issued  in  virtue  of 
tiiese  resolutions,  and  not  to  any  other  purpose  whatsoever. 

6.  That  the  Court  of  Policy  be  reauested  to  pass  ordinances  embodying  these  resolutions, 
and  making  such  provisions  as  may  be  necessary  for  carrying  into  effect  the  objects  of  these 
resolutions. 

A  Bill,  entitled  "  An  Ordinance  to  raise  a  Sum  of  Money,  to  vest  the  same  in  Trustees, 
and  to  provide  for  the  Appointment  of  a  Board  of  Commissioners,  having  the  power 
of  disposing  of  the  said  Money  for  the  Encouragement  of  the  Immigration  or  non- 
indentured  Labourers." 

WflEBSAS  the  Court  of  Policy,  combined  with  the  financial  representatives  of  this  colony, 
have  passed  certain  resolutions,  declaring  that  it  is  expedient,  and  for  the  interest  of  this 
colony,  to  encourage  the  immigration  of  labourers  not  bound  to  any  particular  employer, 
nor  for  any  specific  period  of  time  ;  and  that,  to  effect  this  end,  it  is  desirable  that  a  sum  of 
money  not  exceeding  400,000 1,  be  raised  on  bonds  issued  in  the  name  of  the  Governor  and 
Ckmrt  of  Policy,  and  on  the  security  of  the  colony,  bearing  interest  and  redeemable  at 
certain  fixed  periods ;  and  that  the  said  interest  and  other  daims  against  the  colony,  on 
account  of  the  proposed  loan,  shall  be  preferent  a^inst  the  colony  after  the  present  or  any 
future  civil  hst:  And  whereas  an  ordmance  has  l)een  passed,  regulating  and  encoun^ng 
the  firee  immigration  of  labourers  into  British  Guiana,  and  appointing  a  Board  of  Commis- 
flkxiers  for  managing,  in  British  Guiana,  the  funds  raised  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging 
immigration :  And  whereas,  in  furtherance  of  these  said  resolutions  and  of  the  said  ordi- 
nance, it  is  necessary  to  provide  for  the  appointment  and  succession  of  trustees  in  England 
to  raise  the  money  and  manage  the  loan,  and  also  to  make  other  regulations  for  the  due 
raising,  managing,  securing  and  redeeming  the  said  loan. 

Clause  I.  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  That  shall  be,  as  they 

are  hereby  declared  to  be,  appointed  trustees  m  England,  under  this  ordinance,  for  mising 
and  managing  the  money  hereinafter  proposed  to  be  raised,  and  that  the  acts  of  any  three  of 
these  trustees,  or  of  any  other  trustees  duly  appointed  under  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance, 
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BRITISH  GUIANA,  shall  be  as  binding  upon  the  colony  as  the  acts  of  all  the  five  would  be  under  this  ordinance; 
—————  and  that  in  the  event  of  any  vacancy  occurring  through  any  cause^  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
remaining  trustees,  or  any  three  of  them,  to  fill  up  such  vacancy ;  and  that  any  appointment 
of  a  trustee  so  made  shall  hold  good,  and  the  powers  of  the  trustee  so  appointed  be  as  ample 
as  those  of  any  other  trustee,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Court  of  Policy  be  made  known  to  the 
trustees. 

II.  And  bo  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Court  of  Policy  shall  possess  the  power  of  cancel- 
ling the  appointment  of  any  trustee,  whether  appointed  by  this  ordinance,  or  in  any  other 
manner  under  this  ordinance ;  also  of  filling  up  any  vacancy  that  may  occur,  and  of  con- 
firming or  annulling  any  appointment  that  may  be  made  by  the  trustees  at  home  as  herein- 
before provided ;  and  that  a  copy  of  any  minute  of  the  Court  of  Policy,  signed  by  the 
secretary  of  the  court,  and  authenticated  by  the  Governor,  shall  be  sufficient  authority  to 
enable  the  trustees  to  act  under  this  ordinance,  whether  such  minute  shall  relate  to  can^ 
celling  the  appointment  of  any  present  or  future  trustee,  to  filling  up  any  vacancy,  or  to 
confirming  or  annulling  any  appointment  made  by  the  trustees  at  home  under  this  or- 
dinance. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  trustees  for  the  time  being  shall  have  full  power 
and  authority  to  issue  bonds  in  the  name  of  the  Court  of  Policy,  combmed  with  the  Financial 
Representatives  of  British  Guiana,  for  the  several  amounts  of  60  /.,  100/.,  200/.,  2502., 
400/.,  500/.,  and  1,000/.  sterling,  or  for  any  amount  not  less  than  50/.,  or  more  than 
1,000  /.  sterling,  which  may  be  rendered  necessary  by  the  provisions  hereinafter  laid  down 
for  the  gradual  reduction  of  the. debt;  provided  that  the  sum  so  raised,  and  the  gross 
amount  of  bonds  so  to  be  issued,  shall  not  exceed  400,000/.  sterling  money  of  Grreat  Britain, 
and  that  the  interest  to  be  paid  thereon  shall  not  exceed  6  /.  per  centum  per  armum. 

IV.  And  be' it  further  enacted.  That  the  interest  on  the  said  bonds  shall  be  made  payable 
half-yearly  by  the  trustees  in  London ;  and  that  the  said  bonds  shall  be  so  expressed  as  to 
make  them  subject  to  all  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  trustees,  as  acting  under  this  ordinance,  shall,  at 
the  expiration  of  12  calendar  months  after  the  loan  hereinbefore  mentioned  shall  have  been 
contracted,  redeem  or  reduce  bonds  to  the  amount  of  one-eightieth  part  of  the  original  amount 
of  the  bonds  actually  issued ;  that  after  that  there  shall  be  another  similar  redemption  or  re- 
duction every  six  calendar  months  to  the  same  amount ;  and  that  the  bonds  to  be  so  redeemed 
or  reduced  shall  be  determined  by  lot  in  the  following  manner :  that  is  to  say,  the  trustees 
shall  cause  all  the  bonds  to  be  numbered  with  a  different  number  for  each  bond,  and  one 
ticket  for  each  sum  of  50  /.  sterling,  which  may  be  in  the  amount  of  bonds  actually  and 
for  the  time  being  in  existence,  to  be  prepared,  and  the  number  borne  by  each  bond  shall 
be  written  upon  as  many  tickets  as  there  are  sums  of  50/.  in  said  bond.  The  trustees  shall 
then  cause  as  many  tickets  as  there  may  be  sums  of  50/.  in  the  original  amount  of  the  bonds 
actually  issued  to  be  drawn  at  random,  in  the  presence  of  proper  witnesses,  and  shall  then 
cause  to  be  made  out  and  published  in  the  ^'  London  Gazette,"  within  one  week  after  such 
drawing  shall  have  taken  place,  a  list  of  the  numbers  appearing  on  the  tickets  so  drawn,^ 
and  shall  call  at  the  same  time  on  the  holders  of  the  bonds  tearing  the  said  numbers  to 
come  forward  at  a  certain  place  to  be  there  named,  and  receive  payment  of  the  amount  to 
be  reduced  or  redeemed  on  a  certain  day  to  be  also  named;  after  which  day  interest  on  the 
boDiis  so  distinguished  shall  cease :  provided,  however,  that  the  drawing  of  lots,  by  which 
the  numbers  of  tne  bonds  to  be  redeemed  or  reduced  shall  be  determined,  shall  take  place 
on  a  day  not  more  than  three,  nor  less  than  two,  calendar  months  before  the  day  fixed  for 
that  on  which  the  bonds  are  to  be  redeemed  or  reduced. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  on  any  bond,  bearing  any  one  of  the  numbers  drawn 
and  announced  in  the  ^^  London  Gazette"  as  hereinbefore  provided,  being  presented  at  or 
after  the  time  and  at  the  place  fixed  by  the  trustees,  and  duly  notified  by  them  as  herein- 
before provided,  it  shall  be  given  up  to  and  cancelled  by  the  trustees,  on  all  intei*est  due 
thereon  beipg  paid,  on  50/.  sterUne  being  paid  to  the  holder  of  said  bond  for  every  ticket 
bearing  the  number  of  said  bond  which  had  been  drawn,  and  on  a  new  bond  being  granted 
by  the  trustees  for  the  balance  (if  any)  of  the  former  bond  and  the  amount  so  paid  on. 

VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  new  bonds  so  granted  shall  be  numbered  and 
dealt  widi  in  the  same  manner  as  the  original  bonds,  shall  be  liable  to  be  redeemed  in  the 
same  manner,  shall  bear  the  same  rate  of  interest,  and  shall  in  all  respects  be  subject  to  the 
same  conditions  as  the  original  bonds. 

VIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Receiver-general  and 
Assistant  Receiver-general,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  required,  to  pay  over  to  the 
said  Immigration  Board  of  Commissioners,  on  their  requisition,  such  sum  of  money  as  shall 
be  required  to  meet  in  sufficient  time  the  demands  that  may  be  made  against  the  trustees  in 
London  by  virtue  of  this  ordinance,  and  of  the  bonds  issued  under  its  provisions. 

IX.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Board  of  Commissioners  shall  demand,  as  they 
are  hereby  required  to  demand,  from  the  Receiver^eneral  and  Assistant  Receiver-general, 
such  sums  of  money  as  shall  be  required  by  the  trustees  in  London  for  the  purposes  of  this 
ordinance,  and  shall  remit,  as  they  are  hereby  required  to  remit,  the  same  in  sufficient  time 
to  the  trustees,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  meet  the  engagements  of  the  colony  under  this 
ordinance ;  and  that  all  sums  of  money  demandable  from  and  due  by  the  colony,  in  virtue 
of  this  ordinance,  shall  be  debts  against  the  revenues  of  this  colony  preferent  to  all  other 
debts,  excepting  those  payabb  by  the  colony  in  virtue  of  the  present  or  any  future  civil  list 
ordinance. 

X.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  trustees  in  London  shall  invest  all  surplus  funds, 
that  is  to  say,  any  portion  of  the  money  raised  in  virtue  of  this  Act,  and  not  drawn  for  as 
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hereinafter  provided,  by  the  commissioners  here,  in  the  stocks  of  Great  Britain,  or  in  British  BKrnsH  GUIANA. 
Exchequer  Bills,  as  to  them  may  appear  most  advantageous.  _.«i-...— . 

XL  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tnat  the  trustees  shall  be  bound  to  accept  and  pay  the  bills 
of  the  Immigration  Commissioners,  to  the  amount  of  the  sums  at  any  time  remaming  in  their 
hands,  or  otherwise  remit  the  money  to  the  said  commissioners  as  directed  by  them. 

XII.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  commissioners  in  British  Guiana  for  the 
time  being  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  dispose  of  the  money  raised  under  this 
ordinance,  in  furtherance  or  the  objects  of  the  ordinance  passed  this  session,  regulating  the 
immigration  of  free  labourers  into  this  colony,  and  authorizing  the  said  commissioners  to 
offer  a  premium  to  parties  bearing  the  cost  of  bringing  certain  people  therein  particularized  to 
this  colony,  and  also  to  charter  vessels  and  employ  agents  at  certain  places  tnerein  specified, 
to  induce  labourers  and  their  families  to  immigrate  to  this  colony :  provided,  nevertheless, 
that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  said  Immigration  Commissioners  to  expend  any  portion  of 
the  money  to  be  raised  under  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance,  excepting  for  the  encourage* 
ment  of  the  immigration  of  labourers  not  indentured  to  any  particular  person,  but  free  to 
work  for  what  person  or  for  what  wa^s  they  please ;  provided  also,  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful 
for  the  said  commissioners  to  enter  mto  any  agreement  for  sending  back  any  persons  immi- 
grating to  their  native  countries,  unless  it  is  provided  by  any  such  agreement  that  the  ri^ht 
to  be  so  sent  back  shall  be  acquired  only  on  payment  of  a  sum  equal  to  the  cost  of  so  sendmg 
back,  by  the  person  desirous  of  being  so  sent. 

XIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Board  of  Commissioners  shall,  at  each 
yearly  meeting  of  the  Combined  Court,  lay  before  it  a  full  and  particular  account  of  the 
receipts,  the  expenditure,  and  the  state  of  the  funds  in  the  hands  or  under  the  control  of  the 
said  Doard,  ana  also  of  its  outstanding  engagements,  and  that  the  Combined  Court  shall 
have  full  power  and  authority  to  limit  or  prohibit  the  further  expenditure  of  the  said  board : 
provided,  nevertheless,  that  all  existing  engagements  of  the  said  board  shall  be  made  good, 
and  that  due  notice  shall  be  given  of  the  suspension  or  reduction  of  any  premium  that  may 
have  been  offered  by  the  said  board  for  the  encouragement  of  immigration. 

XIV.  And  be  itrarther  enacted,  That  no  money  raised  in  furtherance  of  the  objects  of  this 
ordinance  shall  be  expended  either  by  the  authority  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  or  by 
the  Combined  Court,  or  any  other  objects  than  for  the  encouragement  of  free  immigration ; 
and  that,  in  the  event  of  the  Combined  Court  prohibiting  the  furtner  expenditure  of  the  funds 
raised  for  the  above  purpose,  and  the  objects  of  this  ordinance  being  finally  abandoned,  any 
balance  of  funds  remaining  in  the  hands  or  under  the  control  of  the  said  board  shall  be 
appropriated  to  the  liquidation  or  reduction  of  the  bonds  due  by  the  colony  for  funds  raised 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  objects  of  this  ordinance  into  effect,  and  not  to  any  other 
purpose  whatsoever. 

Read  first  time  2dth  Febniary  1839.  Read  second  time  7th  June  1839. 

Debated  18th  June  1839.    Thrown  out. 


Enclosure  3,  in  No.  1 . 
Mr.  Rose's  Answer  to  Objections  against  the  Emigration  Loan, 

Thb  Bill  to  raise  a  sum  of  money  on  loan  to  defiay  the  expenses  of  a  scheme  of  general  End.  3,  in  No.  i. 
immigration  was  brought  up. 

Mr.  Rose  said  he  should  propose  some  alterations  to  this  Bill,  but  first  he  would  read  a  few 
observations  which  he  had  prepared  in  reply  to  the  objections  which  had  been  raised  against 
it.    The  hon.  member  then  proceeded  as  follows : — 

**  The  principal  objections  made  by  the  opposers  of  the  Bill  which  is  about  to  be  recon- 
sidered ciPPcar  to  be  as  follows : — 

*'  1st.  Tnat  ^eat  mortality  will  ensue,  should  immigration  in  large  masses  take  place* 

**  2d.  That  it  is  burdening  the  colony  with  a  debt  for  40  years. 

**  3d.  That  the  amount  of  the  sum  proposed  to  be  raised  is  too  large,  and  will  not  be  re* 
quired  at  once. 

^  4th.  The  funds  to  be  raised  annually  to  provide  for  the  interest  and  redemption  of  the 
^pital  being  under  the  control  of  the  Uombmed  Court,  there  is  no  security  that  they  will 
be  raised  by  that  body. 

**  5th.  That  there  is  no  specific  tax  or  fund  out  of  which  the  money  is  to  be  provided  an- 
nually to  liquidate  the  interest  and  sinking  fund. 

^*  There  is  no  security  that  it  may  not  be  raised  by  unjust  taxation,  bearing  upon  classes  who 
will  not  benefit  by  the  measure. 

**  Thzt  faith  cannot  be  put  in  the  Combined  Court  adhering  to  its  pledge  to  raise  the  iunds^ 
as  the  next  Combined  Court  may  annul  the  resolutions  passed  by  tne  present,  or  the  consti- 
totion  of  the  court  may  be  changed. 

'^  With  regard  to  the  first  objection,  namely,  the  mortality  to  be  apprehended,  I  cannot 
imagine  how  this  should  be  made  to  bear  agamst  this  Bill ;  if  it  can  be  urged  at  all,  it  cer- 
tainly  ought  not  to  have  been  against  a  Bill  which  has  for  its  object  merely  to  fix  the  manner 
in  which  a  certain  sum  of  money  is  to  be  raised;  it  ought  to  have  been  against  the  Bill  for 
regulating  immigration,  which  has  all  but  been  made  law.  It  will  be  for  me  court  to  intro- 
dace  a  Bill  for  the  protection  of  the  immigrants  after  they  arrive  here;  this  Bill  only  raises 
the  means  to  bring  them  here ;  and  the  other  Bill,  which  I  introduced,  secures,  as  I  think, 
their  proper  treatment  on  their  passage,  and  makes  it  impossible  that  they  can  suffer  firoin 
being  over-crowded  in  any  vessel,  of  whatever  size  or  description.  The  second  objection  is^ 
that  the  Bill  will  burden  the  colony  with  a  debt  few  40  years. 

i5».  A  4  "My 


Digitized  by 


Google 


8  PAPERS  BSiATIVE  TO  THE 

BRITISH  GUIANA.       '^  My  answer  to  Htm  is,  that  the  colony  caimot  «fford  to  raise  a  eufficieiit  smn  at  once  i^ 

————**---  taxation  to  bring  immigrants  hither  in  sufficiait  numbers  to  make  their  mtrodnction  ^cne- 
jally  beneficial.  If  only  a  few  are  brought,  one  or  two  proprietors  'wfll  faeaefit,  bat  k  w^  be 
entirely  a  lottery ;  whereas,  by  making  the  experiment  on  a  iaige  scale,  we  esisurt,  00  iiu*  as 
human  foresight  can  enable  us,  the  whole  community  reaping  tro  benefit  For  whether  aft 
individual  proprietor  has  immigrants  working  on  his  estate  or  not,  he  *wiU  benefit  by  their  in- 
troduction, by  his  choice  in  the  labour  market  being  numerically  enlai^ed.  This,  however,  is 
a  proposition  so  much  self-*eYident,  that  I  need  not  enlarge  «n  it.  The  deduction  i  draw  from 
it,  namely,  that  immigration,  to  be  substantially  useful,  mjomt  be  extensive,  added  to  the 
known  inability  of  the  colony  to  raise  at  once  dudi  a  sum  as  would  be  xeq  uired,  is  what  I 
chiefly  insist  upon ;  and  I  consider  that  the  only  way  to  get  ov^  the  difficiuty  is,  to  faise  the 
amount  by  loan,  the  colony  providii^,  each  year,  the  interest  and  funds  t)0  pay  off,  erery  six 
months,  a  certain  portion  of  the  principLl.  By  this  Bill,  the  proportion  laid  doma  is  one-fortietk 
part  annually,  which  will  extinguish  the  debt  in  40  y»ftrs ;  a»d,  at  this  rate,  the  burden  vfKOi 
the  colony  will  not  be  great;  and  further,  k  will  be  600/.  less  each  year.  The  introduction 
.  of  imnjigrants  will,  I  am  sure,  render  the  colony  able  to  bear  the  banien  with  ease,  tmiiiir  %o 
the  increased  production  which  must  follow,  and  to  the  vast  impetus  that  will  be  ^ven  to 
its  agricultural  and  coBHEnerctal  prosperity.  Were  1  not  fully  convinced  of  th»,  I  shooU  not 
have  proposed  the  measure,  as  of  course  it  would  be  madness  to  spend  such  a  lange  sum  of 
money  in  furtherance  of  any  plan,  unless  we  thought  that  we  would  make  u  iar^  by  it. 

"  *  The  amount  to  be  raised  is  too  brge,  and  will  not  be  required  at  once,  is  the  third  - 
objection ;  but  to  this  I  reply,  neither  are  we  at  all  compelled  by  this  Bill  to  raise  the  whole 
at  once.  The  Bill  only  says  ^  not  exceeding  400,000/.,  and  it  may,  with  ease,  be  made  an 
instruction  to  the  trustees  not  to  raise  a  larger  sum  th«n  lOO^oOO/.  at  first,  i  shall  be  happy 
to  make  a  motion  to  that  effect,  or,  in  fact,  any  sum  the  court  pleases ;  but  I  think  it  is  weU 
to  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  court  to  direct  more  money  to  be  raised  without  the  trouble  and 
delay  of  further  legislation  <m  the  subject.  The  Combined  Court  has  put  at  our  disposal  a 
certain  sum  of  money,  but  it  does  not  follow  that  the  whole  of  that  must  be  expended.  Should 
the  trustees  raise  part  of  the  money  now,  and  have  occasion  to  raise  a  further  sum  a  year 
afterwards,  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  the  second  loan  would  be  raised  on  better  terms 
than  the  first,  from  the  dividends  having  been  regularly  paid.  But  this  result  I  would  not 
anticipate,  were  we  to  limit  the  present  Bill  to  loO,000/.,  and  afiberwards  press  another  when 
required  for  the  same  sum.  Such  a  proceeding  would  lead  the  parties  at  home  to  think  that 
we  had  been  deceived  in  our  calculations,  and  that  the  experiment  had  been  in  some  degree 
unsuccessful. 

"  The  fourth  and  fifth  objections  may  be  Uiken  together. — To  ask  that  the  interest  of  the 
loan  should  be  secured  on  a  particular  tax,  is  to  ask  an  impossibility.  NooneCombinedCourt 
has  the  power  to  levy  taxes  for  more  than  one  year.  It  cannot  oblige  its  successor  to  grant  a 
similar  tax,  but  still  there  niay,  I  think,  exist  a  claim  against  the  colony  founded  upon  the 
resolutions  of  one  Combined  Court,  which  must  be  respected  by  all  their  successors.  This,  I 
think,  to  be  pre-eminently  a  claim  of  this  nature;  however  much  different  Combined  Courts 
may  differ  as  to  the  mode  of  raising  the  money,  they  must  raise  it :  and,  be  it  remembered, 
that  by  securing  it,  after  paying  the  Civil  List,  on  all  the  taxes  instead  of  any  one  tax,  we  give 
it  the  best  security  possible,  for  being  made  by  theconsent  of  the  Combined  Court  preferent  by 
law,  not  a  dollar  of  the  public  money,  after  paying  the  Civil  List,  can  be  made  available  for 
any  purpose  until  it  is  provided  for.  Can  any  one  in  court  for  a  moment  imagine  that  after 
money  is  raised  with  the  solemn  consent  of  all  branches  of  the  Legislature,  we  would  be 
allowed  even  to  hesitate  in  fulfilling  our  engagements  ?  No,  the  aggrieved  parties,  the  mer- 
chants and  money-holders  of  London,  are  too  numerous  and  too  powerful  to  fail  in  making 
their  voices  heard  in  St.  Stephen's. 

'*  In  conclusion,  I  must  say,  that  I  consider  the  opposition  I  have  met  with,  at  so  late  a 
stage  of  the  Bill,  and  after  it  has  been  so  long  in  the  nands  of  honourable  members,  as  im- 
precedented.  Why  were  the  different  resolutions  allowed  to  pass  the  Combined  Court,  for 
avowing  the  principle  of  raising  the  money  by  loan,  without  any  honourable  member  moving 
an  amendment  against  it  ?  The  resolutions  were,  to  be  sure,  opposed,  but  on  a  sufficient 
ground,  and  I  certainly  thought  when  full  concession  was  made  to  this  court  on  the  disputed 
question  as  to  who  was  to  have  the  appointment  of  the  commissioners,  that  I  should  not 
have  experienced  any  opposition  excepting  on  the  details  :  at  all  events,  the  second  reading 
having  passed,  I  consider  the  principle  of  raising  the  money  bv  loan  to  be  admitted.  As 
to  the  amount,  I  have  shown  that  you  are  not  bound  by  wKat  may  be  filled  up,  as  it 
\vill  be  merely  a  maxhnum,  and  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  court  will  pause  before  it 
refuses  the  means  of  encouraging  immigration.  Will  it  not  be  better  to  pass  the  Bill  into  an 
ordinance,  and  allow  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  its  being  likely  to 
answer  ? 

"  In  bringing  forward,  and  in  pressing  this  and  the  other  Bill,  I  have  been  actuated  solely 
by  a  conviction,  that  it  is  essential  to  the  interests  of  the  colony,  and  have  endeavoured  to 
snow  Her  Majesty's  Government  that  we,  in  the  West  Indies,  are  not  careless  of  the  comfort 
of  those  we  wish  to  induce  to  come,  for  I  have  embodied  in  one  of  my  measures  all  the  pre- 
cautionary clauses  of  one  of  their  own  acts,  and  I  have  taken  suggestions  besides  from  the 
'Bill  of  one  who  was  not  distinguished  himself  particularly  as  the  friend  or  partisan  of  the 
West  India  Planter — Lord  Brougham.  I  have  done  all  this  to  show  that,  on  our  part,  at  any 
rate,  there  is  no  unvrillingness  to  prevent  oppression  or  ill-usage, — so  that  whatever  may  be 
the  fate  of  the  Bill,  I  have  discharged  my  duty  to  the  public,  and  I  have  also,  I  believe,  car- 
tied  with  me  the  approval  of  the  community." 
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Enclosure  4,  in  No.  I. 
Minute  by  Dr.  MacTurk  on  the  Emigration  Loan. 

I  AM  of  opinion,  the  raising  of  such  a  sum,  or  any  other  sum  of  money  in  the  manner  pro-  End.  4,  in  No.  1. 
posed,  is  unnecessary,  inexpedient,  unwise  and  unconstitutional.     It  is  unnecessary,  because 
by  annual  taxation  we  can  raise  as  large  a  sum  as  will  be  sufficient  to  disburse  the  expenses 
of  as  many  emigrants  arriving  in  the  colony  as  we  can  locate  consistent  with  their  nealth 
and  comfort. 

It  is  inexpedient,  because  there  is  no  necessity,  having  the  means  within  ourselves. 

It  is  unwise,  because  to  burthen  the  colony  with  a  debt  for  40,  or  any  other  term  of  years, 
'  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  best  interests  of  the  colony. 

And  it  is  unconstitutional,  because  we  have  no  power  to  regulate  the  acts  of  succeeding  or 
future  Combined  Courts. 

I  object  to  the  bill  on  the  ground  that  there  is  no  specific  or  tan^ble  source  or  fund  from 
whence  the  interest  of  the  capital  is  to  be  defrayed,  or  the  redemption  of  the  bonds  effected. 

I  object  to  it,  because  the  source  proposed  is  not  real,  but  nominal. 

I  object  to  it,  because  the  holders  of  the  bonds  may  be  losers  in  the  event  of  the  Combined 
Court  not  raising  the  proposed  tax.  I  have  seen  the  stoppage  of  the  annual  supplies  in  the 
colony  already ;  it  may  occur  again. 

I  object  to  it,  because  the  taxes  proposed  to  be  raised  may  be  unequally  levied,  the  interest 
of  one  part  of  the  community  may  suffer  for  the  benefit  of  another. 

I  object  to  it,  because  the  pledge  given  by  the  Combined  Court,  by  its  resolutions,  to  raise 
taxes  iox  the  payment  of  the  annual  interest,  is  not  binding,  and  may  be  broken  by  any 
succeedinsc  Combined  Court. 

(signed)  Michael  MacTurk. 

(A  true  Extract) 

jy.  jE.  F.  Young y  Secretary. 


''O 


Enclosure  5,  in  No.  1. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Policy  of  End.  5,  in  No  1. 
the  Colony  of  British  Guiana,  at  its  Ordinary  Assembly,  held  at  the  Gruiana  PubUc 
Buildings,  Georgetown,  Demerara,  Tuesday,  18  June  1839. 
(After  Prayers) 
Was  then  brought  up  for  debate,  clause  by  clause,  a  Bill,  to  raise  a  sum  of  money  on  loan 
for  the  encouragement  of  immigrants. 

The  third  clause,  empowering  trustees  to  issue  bonds  in  the  name  of  the  Court  of  Policy,, 
combined  with  the  financisL  representatives,  not  exceeding  400,000/.,  in  all,  being  read,  Mr. 
Young,  seconded  by  the  Honourable  Mr.  MacTurk,  moved  that  the  said  clause  be  struck  out 
after  considerable  discussion,  the  court  divided  : — 
For  the  motion, — 

Honourable  Mr.  MacTurk. 
„  Young. 

„  Gloster. 

Chief  Justice. 
Grovemor. 

Against  it, — 

Honourable  Mr.  Crone. 
,,  Back. 

„  Cameron. 

ff  jtvose.  f 

The  motion  was  declared  to  be  carried,  and  the  clause  was  struck  out.    The  further  progress 
of  the  Bill  was  then  stayed. 

(A  true  Extract.) 

H.  E.  F.  Young,  Secretary. 


—No.  2.— 
(No.  70.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Marquis  of  Normanby  to  Governor  Light. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  15  August  1839.  Na  2. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch  of  the  26  June,  No.  105,  enclosing  an  ordinance 
passed  by  yourself  and  the  Court  of  Policy,  entitled  "  An  Ordinance  to  regulate 
the  Immigration  of  Labourers  into  British  Guiana." 

The  general  principle  on  which  this  law  proceeds  is,  that  the  augmentation  of  the 
Bumber  of  labourers  in  agriculture  and  manufactures  is  an  object  in  which  society 
at  large  has  so  deep  an  interest,  that  with  a  view  to  the  promotion  of  it,  a  govem- 
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BRITISH  GOIANA.  ment  agency  and  a  system  of. bounties  on  emigration  ought  to  be  established  at 

the  charge  of  the   public  revenue.     I  am  not  indisposed  to  admit  that  the 

interest  of  the  collective  society  vrould  ultimately,  and  on  the  whole,  be  promoted 
by  a  considerable  addition  to  this  particular  class,  and  that  scarcely  any  measure 
of  public  policy  could  be  pursued  in  any  country  if  the  Legislature  were  to  sanction 
such  measures  only  as  are  beneficial  to  all  and  detrimental  to  none.  I  therefore 
do  not  object  to  the  enactment  of  laws  in  favour  of  immigration,  merely  on  the 
ground  that,  the  effect  of  them  being  to  reduce  the  rate  of  wages,  they  operate 
advantageously  to  the  class  of  capitalists  only,  and  ^isadvantageously  to  that  far 
more  numerous  body  who  depend  for  their  subsistence  on  the  daily  labour  of 
their  hands.  There  are,  I  am  aware,  considerations  of  weight  which  might  be 
urged  to  show  that  a  high  price  of  manual  labour  maybe  really  injurious  to  those 
by  ii^hom  it  is  performed,  when  that  price  results,  not  from  temporary,  but  from 
permanent  causes,  and  induces  habitual  indolence,  with  its  train  of  attendant 
evils.  But  I  am  not  so  well  convinced  that  it  is  just  or  wise  to  appropriate  the 
public  revenue  in  aid  of  this  service*  If  the  capitalists  are  anxious  to  enlarge  their 
agricultural  and  manufacturing  operations,  it  seems  reasonable  that  the  ei^ense 
should  be  borne  by  themselves,  and  that  the  funds  to  which  every  member  of 
society  is  a  contributor  should  not,  for  this  purpose,  be  diverted  from  their 
more  legitimate  destination.  At  least,  if  the  proceeds  of  the  public  taxes  are 
properly  applicable  to  bounties  of  this  nature,  the  grant  should  be  confined  to 
the  surplus  which  remains  after  provision  has  been  made  for  all  those  branches 
of  the  public  service  which  are  indi^»a[isable  to  the  general  security,  peace  and 
order.  But  in  British  Guiana  there  is  no  such  surplus.  At  their  last  annual 
meeting,  the  Combined  Court  reduced  the  estimate  for  many  objects  of  the 
highest  interest  connected  with  the  administration  of  justice  and  of  the  civil 
government,  on  the  ground  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  revenue  to  sustain  those 
burthens.  As  long  as  the  produce  of  the  public  taxes  shall  be  regarded  by  that 
court  or  by  the  Court  of  Policy  as  insufficient  to  provide  for  these  first  exigencies 
of  society,  I  must  entertain  the  most  serious  doubt  as  to  the  wisdom  of  creating 
an  annual  charge  of  20,000/.,  or  indeed  of  any  other  amount,  to  enable  capi- 
talists to  procure  new  hands  in  furtherance  of  plans  of  extended  cultivation. 

I  perceive  from  these  papers  that  a  practice  prevails  in  the  Combined  Court  and 
the  Court  of  Pblicy,  against  which  it  is  my  duty  distinctly  to  protest.  I  allude 
to  the  crigination  of  money  bills  by  resolutions  of  the  Combined  Court,  and  on  the 
motion  of  a  member  of  the  Court  of  PoUcy,  not  only  without  the  previous  assent 
of  the  Governor,  but  even  in  a  case  where  the  Governor  has  regarded  the  ex- 
penditure as  injudicious,  and  has  voted  as  a  member  of  the  Court  of  Policy  against 
it.  So  far  as  my  information  extends,  this  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  Com- 
bined Court  is  an  entire  novelty.  I  am  disposed  to  conclude  that  the  Grovemor 
has,  in  recent  times,  acquiesced  in  the  assumption  by  the  Court  of  Policy  of  the 
right  of  originating  pecuniary  grants  not  recommended  by  himself.  But  this 
is  a  claim  so  incompatible  with  all  sound  economy  in  the  expenditure  of  the  public 
resources,  and  so  destructive  of  all  efiective  responsibility  for  that  expenditure, 
that  you  will  steadily  oppose  it  hereafter,  unless  the  more  exact  irdTormation 
within  your  reach  should  satisfy  you  that  I  am  in  error  in  supposing  that  the 
present  proceeding  is  a  departore,  in  this  respect,  from  the  principles  of  the 
colonial  constitution. 

If,  however,  I  could  unreservedly  admit  the  propriety  of  large  bounties  on  im- 
migration payable  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  taxes,  and  if  I  could  also  allow  that  a 
Bill  for  granting  such  bounties  could  properly  be  introduced,  not  only  without  your 
previous  consent  but  in  direct  opposition  to  your  judgment,  I  should  still  enter- 
tain very  serious  doubts  as  to  some  of  the  details  of  that  Bill  which  has  actually 
passed  into  a  law. 

It  is  proposed  that  the  Governor  should  appoint  emigration  agents  at  Calcutta, 
at  the  Bahamas,  in  Africa,  and  at  any  other  place  where  a  mixed  commission  may 
be  estabUshed  under  the  treaties  for  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade.  Now,  to 
each  of  the  points  thus  selected  there  are  grasre  if  not  conclusive  objections. 
With  regard  to  the  introduction  of  labourers  from  India,  more  than  enough 
has  already  passed  to  render  Her  Majesty's  Grovernment  decidedly  hostile  to 
every  such  project ;  and  the  laws  now  in  force  in  the  different  presidencies  would 
effectually  prevent  the  execution  of  this  part  of  the  scheme.  We  are  not 
less  opposed  to  the  plan  of  recruiting  the  negro  population  of  the  West 
Indies  from  Africa.      No   precautions  which  have  been  or  which   could  be 
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devised  would  prevent  such  a  measure  from  giving  a  stimulus  to  the  internal  brixish  guiaka. 
slave   trade  on  that  continent,  or  fit)m  bringing  discredit  on  the   sincerity  ■— > 

of  the  efforts  made  by  this  nation  for  the  suppression  of  that  system  of 
guilt  and  misery.  With  regard  to  the  Bahama^  Islands,  I  mutt  observe  that 
there  is  no  part  of  Her  Majesty's  transatlantic  possessions  of  which  the  depo- 
pulation is  more  to  be  deprecated,  because,  in  the  event  of  a  maritime  war,  the 
occupation  of  those  islands  by  The  Queen's  subjects  woidd  be  almost  indispensable 
to  the  safety  of  the  homeward  boimd  trade  from  the  whole  of  the  British  West 
Indies.  Having  been  settled  with  this  view  at  a  great  expense  to  the  nation  at 
large,  Her  Majesty's  Government  cannot  regard  with  favour  any  project  of  which 
the  removal  of  the  settlers  is  the  avowed  object.  Further,  I  cannot  but  view 
with  serious  apprehension  the  plan  of  settling  an  emigration  agent  from  Guiana 
at  the  Havanna,  in  the  Brazils,  and  in  Sierra  Leone,  where  the  three  Courts  of 
Mixed  Commission  are  held.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  avoid  even  the 
appearance  and  imputation  of  this  country  being  actuated  by  any  selfish  motives 
in  our  transactions  with  the  Brazilian,  Portuguese  and  Spanish  governments  oa 
the  subject  of  those  courts ;  nor  could  Her  Majesty  be  advised  to  place  the 
Africans  liberated  under  them  at  the  disposal  of  any  such  agent. 

I  further  observe,  that  although  the  agents  are  to  be  appointed  by  the  Gover- 
nor,  they  are  to  hold  their  places  at  the  pleasure  of  a  Board  of  Commissioners, 
which  board  is  to  be  appointed,  not  by  tiie  Governor,  but  by  the  Governor  and 
Court  of  PoUcy.  Thus  the  agents  would  be  really  responsible  to  a  board  over 
which  the  Executive  Government  could  ex^x^ise  no  control.  I  am  not  prepared 
to  admit  the  propriety  of  thus  denying  to  Her  Majesty's  representative  the  autho- 
rity, and  the  consequent  responsibiUty,  which  should  attach  to  him. 

The  provision  made  for  the  return  of  the  emigrants  to  their  native  country 
has  no  tendency  whatever  to  promote  that  object,  but  perhaps  the  reverse  ;  for 
the  immigrant's  right  to  be  sent  back  is  made  to  depend  upon  his  paying  to  the 
Commissioners  a  sum  equal  to  the  cost  at  which  he  can  be  sent  back  by  them. 
It  follows,  therefore,  that  the  emigrant  must  pay  for  his  own  return  voyage,  and 
that  he  must  pay  for  it  not  any  fixed  sum,  nor  even  the  average  expense  of  such 
a  voyage,  but  such  a  sum  as  will  enable  the  Commissioners  to  provide  for  his 
return ;  and  it  is  needless  to  prove  that  a  public  board  of  that  nature  will  always 
labour  under  great  disadvantage,  in  comparison  with  private  traders,  in  making 
such  contracts.  The  expense  of  a  voyage  from  Guiana  to  India,  or  to  Afirica, 
must,  from  the  extreme  infrequency  of  such  voyages,  be  so  great  as  to  exceed 
any  resources  which  daily  labourers  in  Guiana  will  ever  have  at  their  command, 
except  in  a  very  few  cases. 

The  law  ftirlher  provides,  that  only  oae  of  every  three  emigrants  must  be  a 
female.  It  appears  to  me  indispensable,  if  any  boimties  are  to  be  paid,  that 
there  should  be  an  equal  number  of  each  sex. 

It  is  stated  that  the  rules  respecting  the  ship's  provisions,  medical  attendance, 
and  so  on,  are  taken  from  the  British  Passengers'  Act.  But  there  is  one  most 
important  departure  from  that  model.  The  execution  of  our  own  law  is  super- 
intended by  agents  and  revenue  officers,  who  have  no  interest  in  conunon  with 
the  parties  for  whose  profit  the  ships  are  chartered,  and  no  dependence  upon 
them.  But  under  this  ordinance  there  is  no  elective  dieck  whatever.  The 
agent  in  the  colony,  and  the  agents  in  India,  Africa  and  the  Bahamas,  will  all  be 
dependent  upon,  and  responsible  to,  the  Comimssioners  by  whom  the  bounties  are 
to  be  awairded,  and  the  service  conducted  for  the  benefit  of  the  colonists. 

Finally,  I  do  not  perceive  that  any  provision  is  made  to  secure  to  the  emigrants 
on  their  arrival  a  proper  reception,  or  to  determine-in  what  manner  they  shall  be 
settled  amongst  the  different  candidates  for  their  services. 

For  all  these  reasons,  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  humbly  to  advise  The  Queen 
to  disallow  this  ordinance,  and  I  have  received  Her  Majesty^s  commands  to  ac- 
quaint you  that  it  is  disallowed  accordingly. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        Normanby. 


15".  aa 
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—  No.  3.— 


(No.  115.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Grovemor  Light  to  the  Marquis  of  Normanby. 
No.  3.  My  Lord,  Governor's  Residence,  Demerara,  16  July  1839. 

For  Enclosure,  vid.       In  transmitting  to  your  Lordship  printed  copies  of  the  ordinance,  entitled 
Governor  Light's     "  An  Ordinance  to  regulate  the  Immigration  of  Lahourers  into  British  Guiana,'* 
Despatch,  26th        j  ^^^  induced  to  make  a  few  observations  for  the  benefit  of  this  colony.   The  pro- 
une  I  39,   0.    5.  ^j^j^g  ^f  ^yie  ordinance  are  based  on  the  Act  of  Parliament,  and  appear  suited 
to  give  fair  effect  to  any  mode  of  procuring  labourers  for  this  colony  ;  the  im- 
mense resources  presented  by  the  fertility  of  the  soil  can  only  be  developed  by 
the  introduction  of  hands. 

Notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  Great  Britain,  the  slave  trade  is  carried  on  to  a 
great  extent ;  slavers  are  either  captured  close  to  the  shores  of  Africa,  or  on  their 
approach  to  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  settlements  in  these  regions.  Slavers 
taken  south  of  the  equator,  generally  between  six  and  seven  degrees  of  latitude, 
are  sent  to  Sierra  Leone,  there  to  be  condemned :  the  passage  is  a  dead  beat 
against  the  wind,  and  occupies  double  the  time  that  would  serve  to  bring  them 
here,  as  the  wind  is  always  favourable.  I  respectfully  submit  that,  imder  the  cir- 
cumstances of  this  colony,  it  would  be  advantageous,  both  to  the  interests  of 
civilization  and  to  those  of  Great  Britain,  were  there  a  commission  here  similar 
to  that  at  the  Havannah. 

Many  slavers  are  carried  into  the  Bahamas  ;  it  is,  I  believe,  well  known  that 
an  expense  of  40,000  Z.  per  annxun  is  incurred  there  for  taking  care  of  the  cap- 
tured Africans ;  it  would  be  saved  by  transferring  them  to  this  colony,  I  under- 
stand many  have  been  sent  to  the  Honduras,  where  certainly  they  have  less 
prospect  of  civilization  than  here. 

The  Immigration  Ordinance  provides  expense  of  passage,  frees  from  all  inden- 
ture, protects  on  arrival,  gives  the  Executive  full  powers  of  securing  proper 
location,  and  enables  the  captured  African  to  make  the  best  bargain  for  his 
industry. 

The  late  Sir  Carmichael  Smyth  endeavoured  to  procure  labourers  from  the 
Havannah ;  some  difficulties  occurred  that  rendered  the  mission  of  the  Govern- 
ment Secretary,  Mr.  Young,  unsuccessftil ;  a  recommendation  to  Dr.  Madden 
to  transfer  the  condemned  negroes  to  this  colony,  when  all  expenses  would  be 
paid  for  the  transfer,  would  perhaps  secure  many  effective  laboiirers  from  per- 
petual bondage,  which  appears  to  be  the  fate  of  most  of  the  Africans  carried  to 
the  Havannah. 

If  these  suggestions  meet  your  Lordship's  favoiuable  consideration,  the  annual 
financial  resources  of  the  colony  will  provide  ample  means  of  saving  the  mother^ 
country  from  any  expense  for  the  protection  of  captured  Africans. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 
Your  Lordship's  moBt  obedient  humble  servant, 

(signed)         Henry  Light. 


—No.  4.~ 
(No.  2.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  JoAn  Russell  to  Governor  Light. 

No.  4^  S"^>  Downing-street,  7  September  1839. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch,  No.  115,  of  the  16th  of  July,  enclosing 
printed  copies  of  the  ordinance,  entitled  •*  An  Ordinance  to  regulate  the  Immi- 
gration of  Labourers  into  British  Guiana." 

The  Marquis  of  Normanby,  in  his  Despatch  of  the  15th  of  August,  No.  70, 
having  signified  to  you  Her  Majesty's  disallowance  of  this  ordinance,  and  having 
explained  the  grounds  of  that  decision,  nothing  remains  for  me  to  add  on  the 
subject. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)  J.  Russell. 
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—  No.S.- 
CNo.  118.)  ^ 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  lA^ht  to  the  Marquis  of  Normanby. 

My  Lord,  Governor's  Residence,  Demerara,  16  July  1839. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  the  Custom-house  returns 
for  the  quarter  ending  the  5th  of  July ;  the  decrease  for  Demerara  continues,  hut 
several  ships  laden  with  colonial  produce  have  cleared  out  between  the  5th  and 
the  present  day.  There  is  an  increase  for  Berbice ;  the  lengthened  drought  of 
the  last  and  beginning  of  the  present  quarter  would  have  caused  diminished  crops 
in  Essequibo  and  Demerara,  under  the  most  coerced  system  of  labour.  The 
coffee-berry  is  fixed,  and  a  large  harvest  is  anticipated. 

It  wiU  be  satisfactory  to  your  Lordship  to  know  that  the  balance  in  the  colo- 
nial chest  for  Demerara  and  Essequibo,  on  the  13th  of  July,  after  all,  ordinary 
expenses  paid  to  the  30th  of  June,  is  43,666/.  5  s.  6rf.,  and  in  that  of  Berbice 
upwards  of  6,000 1. ;  that  not  one  direct  tax  on  income  or  produce  has  yet  been 
included,  therefore  the  finances  of  this  colony  have  not  suffered  by  emancipation. 
The  excess  of  surplus  customs  between  the  1st  of  January  and  30th  of  June 
in  1839,  over  the  corresponding  period  of  1838,  for  Demerara  and  Essequibo, 
paid  into  the  colonial  chest,  is  2,657  /.  10  5. ;  the  total,  6,171  L  9  s.  The  rum  duty 
for  the  first  six  months  of  this  year  netted  4,288/.  15^.  The  import  duty  on 
British  manufactures  having  ceased  on  the  1st  of  July  1838,  there  is  at  present 
a  diminution  on  this  item.  I  have  the  honour  of  transmitting  the  return  from 
the  Colonial  Receiver-general,  in  which  items  of  minor  coimt  may  be  re- 
ferred to. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 
Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

(signed)  Henry  Light 


No. 


Enclosure  in  No.  5. 


BRITISH    GUIANA. 

Retc&n  of  Colonial  Produce  shipped  from  th'w  Colony  in  the  second  Quarter  of  1839,  viz.  from  6th  April  to  5th  July, 
as  compared  with  the  Average  Quantity  of  the  corresponding  Quarters  of  1831, 1832  and  1833. 


Sugar. 

Ram. 

Mofautet. 

Coffee. 

Cotton. 

Demwara,    Average    ^^d^ 
quarter,     1831,     1833^ 
and  1833  ♦          .        -J 

Berbice,  ditto 

Ilhds. 

1,833 

Tiercea. 
557 
»38 

Bamls. 
1,S17 

116 

Puncheoni. 
4.259 
1,080 

Ilhdi. 
880 

199 

Barrels. 
358 

5 

Hhdt. 
5,500 

686 

Tierces. 

»             m 

18 

Barrel). 

lbs. 
658,410 

97,200 

Bale;. 
660 

431 

; 

13,347 

695 

1,330 

6,339 

'.079 

363 

6,186 

13 

-       - 

755,610 

1,081 

Demerara,    2d     quarter,! 
:       1839        -        -       -J 
Berbice,  ditto 

Increase 
Decrease 

5,860 
3,aog 

379 

ISO 

296. 
180 

2,047 
91a 

638 
116 

219 
4 

1,667 
433 

96 

6 

126/)00 

53,550 

186 
60 

8,069 

499 

476 

2.959 

744 

333 

3,100 

96 

6 

179,550 

246 

4,«78 

19^ 

857 

3,380 

335 

140 

4,086 

84 

6 

576,060 

835 

Cottom-hoiue,  Georgetown,  Demerara, 
16  July  1839. 

151- 


Ten  and  nine  hours'  labour* 


B3 


C.  Robinsortf  Collector. 
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Statembmt  .)f  Rkceifts  in  the  Office  of  Her  Majesty's  Colonial  Receiver's  Office,  for  the  Counties  Dmenra  ud 
Ettequibo,  from  the  ist  January  until  the  30th  June  1839,  compared  with  the  Receipts  for  the  same  period  in  1838. 


Receipts  in  1839. 

Receipts  in  1838. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Remarks. 

£.    s.    d. 

£.     $.     d. 

£.   s.   A 

£.     s.     d. 

' 

r-.  After  the  istJily  1838, 

Beacon  and  Tonnage  Duties   - 

3i569  13    - 

1,394  17    - 

2,164  16    - 

- 

Ithe  Tonnage  Doty  was 
1  raised  from  6  to  24  sd?. 
[per  ton. 

Wine  and  Spirit  Duties  - 

5,504  10    - 

3,984  -  - 

1,520  lO    - 

— 

Import  Duties       ... 

8,077    -    - 

14,634    7    - 

-       -        - 

6,557    7    - 

See  Remarks.* 

Spirit  and  Retail  Licenses 

1,364    6    - 

728    13      - 

635  14    - 

SeeRemarks-t 

Liquor  Licenses     ... 

428  11    - 

310    14     - 

117  17    - 

-~ 

Surplus  Fees  of  the  Registrar's 
Office. 

1,446    7    - 

1,33a    7    - 

114    -    - 

— 

Fees  from  the  Government  Se- 

795 13    - 

946  13    - 

- 

151    -    - 

cretary's  Office. 

Idem  from  the  High  Sheriff's 

136  18    - 

141  13    - 

... 

4  15    - 

Office. 

Idem  from  the  Secretary  to  the 

307  11    - 

391     3    - 

16    8    - 

-. 

Chief  Justice. 

Surplus  Duties  from  Her  Ma* 

6,171    9    - 

3t5i3  19    - 

2,657  10    - 

— 

jesty's  Custom-ho!»e. 
Cart  Licenses        -        -        . 

«78    3    - 

196    9    - 

81  14    - 

-. 

Wood  Cutting  LicenseB  - 

30  18    - 

185  10    - 

-        -        . 

154  13      - 

Rum  Duties  -        •        .        • 

4,388  16    - 

f -  -  No  Rom  Du^raiied  io 
\l838,aflerthe  lit  July. 

*  From  the  1st  January  to  the  30th  Jtme  1838,  the  Import  Duties  were  received  on  British  Goods,  since  disallowed, 
t  The  Licenses  were  obtained  this  year  by  public  tender. 

itf.  /.  Retemeycr^  Colonial  Receiver-general. 


No.  6. 


— No.  6.— 
(No.  77.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Marquis  of  Normanby  to  Governor  lAght 

Sir,  Downing-street,  31  August  1839. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch,  No.  118,  of  16Ui  July  last,  transmitting  the 
Custom-house  returns  relating  to  British  Guiana,  for  the  quarter  ending  the  5th 
July  last. 

I  have  had  great  satisfaction  in  receiving  the  conclusive  proof  which  your 
Despatch  a£fords  that  the  resources  of  the  colony  have  not  only  not  decayed* 
hut  have  undergone  a  decided  improvement  since  the  abolition  of  slavery  and 
the  termination  of  the  apprenticeship  system. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)  Normanby. 


No.  7. 


For  Governor 
Light's  Despatch, 
No.  61,  of  1st  Oc- 
tober, tide  Papers 
relative  to  the  West 
Indies,  1839, 
Fart  I.  p.  289. 


—No.  7.— 
(No.  126.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  the  Marquis  of  Normanby. 

My  Lord,  Governor's  Residence,  Demerara,  2  August  1839. 

Having  ascertained,  from  good  authority,  that  many  island  labourers  were 
disposed  to  emigrate  to  this  colony,  provided  their  passage  was  paid,  without 
being  subject  to  indenture  or  choice  of  employer,  I  considered  I  should  be 
justified  in  giving  effect  to  the  resolutions  of  the  Court  of  Policy  of  21st  Sep- 
tember 1838,  submitted  to  your  Lordship's  predecessor  in  office,  in  my  Despatch, 
No.  61,  date  October  1,  to  which  there  was  no  other  objection  offered  but  the 
remuneration  to  the  agent  being  in  the  shape  of  head-money,  which  has  been 
altered,  and  to  the  funds  whence  the  expenses  of  emigration  were  to  come  not 
being  placed  on  the  estimate. 

In  strictness,  the  sum  placed  on  the  estimate  this  year,  for  the  purposes  of 
emigration,  was  for  interest  of  money  to  be  raised,  and  therefore  being  appro- 
priated, cannot  be  touched ;  but  the  surplus  funds  in  the  Colonial  Treasury  are 
unappropriated,  and  are  ample  for  any  extraordinary  expenses  which  may  arise 

from 
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from  an  influx  of  labourers  from  the  islands ;  the  majority  of  the  Court  of  brifish  guuna. 
Policy  agreeing  to  that  source.  

I  have  the  honour  of  forwarding  copy  of  the  commission  to  the  agent. 

It  is  well  known  that  much  of  the  hard  work  on  the  islands  is  over  in  July, 
whilst  here  the  largest  portion  of  the  annual  crops  is  taken  off  after  that  date, 
in  tbe  last  sioDths  of  the  year. 

Thoqgfa  the  employment  of  steam-boats  to  the  islands  is  yet  only  in  proposal, 
if  emigrants  are  found,  that  mode  of  conveyance  will  be  adopted.  The  certainty 
of  speedy  and  cheap  return  will  induce  labourers  out  of  employ  in  the  island^ 
to  seek  employment  where  it  is  well  remunerated,  without  being  detrimental  to 
the  interests  erf  the  pbaiters  of  the  islands.  j  ,         « 

(signed)        Henry  Light. 


Enclosure  1,  in  No.  7. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Proceedii^  of  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Policy  of   Eq^I.  1,  in  No.  7. 
the  Colony  of  British  Guiana,  at  its  Ordinary  Assembly,  held  at  the  Guiana  Public 
Buildings^  Georgetown^  Demerara^  Monday,  22d  July  1830. 

(After  prayers) 

The  Honourable  Mr.  MacTurk,  seconded  by  the  Honourable  Mr.  Cameron,  moved-^ 

That  an  accredited  a^ent  be  appointed  by  the  Governor,  at  seven  dollars  per  day,  to 
assist  in  and  superintend  the  emigration  of  agricultural  labourers  from  the  neighbouring 
islands  into  this  colony,  whose  passage-money  shall  be  defrayed  according  to  the  principle 
of  the  Immigration  Ordinance,  lately  passed. 

The  Court  divided. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  be  carried. 

(True  Extract.) 

(signed)  H.  E.  F.  Young,  Secretary. 


Enclosure  2,  in  No.  7. 
By  his  E^Doelkncy  .fifnry  IitgAt,  Esq.,  Gtevemor  and  Commander-in-Chief  in  and  over    Encl.  2,  in  No.  7. 
the  Colony  of  ^British  Gruiana,  Vice- Admiral  and  Ordinary  of  the  same,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
To  Thomas  Day,  Esq. 
Bt  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  in  me  vested,  and  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution 
passed  by  the  Honourable  the  C!ourt  of  Policy  on  the  22d  day  of  July  last,  authorizing  the 
appointment  of  an  agent  to  assist  in  and  superintend  the  introduction  of  immigrant 
labourers  into  British  Guiana,  I  do  hereby  nominate  and  appoint  yon,  Thomas  Day^  Esq., 
to  the  office  of  agent  under  the  resolution  aforesaid  ;  enjoining  you  strictly  to  conform  to 
an  rales  and  regulations  in  force  at  any  port  or  ports  at  which  you  may  have  occasion  to 
call. 

GKven  under  my  hand  and  seed  of  office,  at  the  Guiana  Public  Buildings,  Georgetown, 
Demerara,  this  3d  day  of  August  1839,  and  in  the  third  year  of  Her  Majesty's  reign. 

By  his  Excellency's  command, 
(signed)  H.  E.  F.  Young,  Government  Secretary. 


(No.  10.)  _No.  8.— 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  John  Mussell  to  Governor  Light. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  30  September  1839.  ^^'  ^• 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch,  No.  126,  of  the  2d  of  August,  with  Enclo- 
sures, reporting  your  proceedings  for  giving  eflfect  to  the  resolutions  of  the 
Court  of  Policy  of  the  21st  September  1838,  with  respect  to  the  introduction 
of  agricultural  labourers  from  the  neighbouring  islands  into  British  Guiana. 

Her  Majesty  having  been  pleased  to  disallow  the  last  Inunigration  Ordinance, 
for  the  reasons  stated  in  the  Marquis  of  Normanby's  Despatch  of  the  15th  of 
August,  No.  70,  it  follows  that  Her  Majesty  cannot  be  advised  to  approve  of 
the  measure  and  expenditiire  reported  in  your  Despatch,  that  measiu^e  having 
been  adopted  and  that  expenditure  incurred  expressly  in  pursuance  of  the 
principle  of  the  disallowed  ordinance. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        J.  Russell. 


^5^-  B  4 
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No.  9. 


_No.  9.— 
(No.  142.) 
ExTEACT  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  lAght  to  the  Marquis  of  Normanhy. 

Governor's  Residence,  Demerara,  22  August  1839. 
I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  an  abstract  of  the  stipendiary 
magistrates'  records  of  complaints  for  the  month  of  July  last. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 
Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

(signed)         Henry  JLighL 


Enclosure  in  No.  9. 
Abstract  of  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates'  Records  of  Complaints  for  July  1839, 


Mogistrites. 

Nature  of  Offences. 

How  disposed  of. 

J.  A.  Allen 

Two  cases  for  non-payment  of  wages  - 

Payment  ordered  and  made. 

W.  J.  Brittain      - 

No  case. 

T.  Coleman 

One  case  for  non-payment  of  wages 

Payment  ordered  and  made. 

One,  non-performance  of  labour  for  three 

Defendant  fined  two  dollars. 

duys    when    under    28    days'   con- 

tract. 

•  One,  non-performance  of  stipulated  la- 

Defendant fined  three  dollars. 

bour,  owing  to  drunkenness. 

One  ditto  -  ditto,  and  allowing  canes  to 

Defendant  fined  four  dollars. 

be  destroyed  by  cattle,  valued  10  dol- 
lars. 
One,  non-performance  of  stipulated  la- 

Defendant fined  three  dollars. 

bour,  drunkenness  and  quarrelling. 

De  Groote  - 

Seven  cases  for  non-payment  of  wages 

Payment  ordered  and  made. 

Seven  cases  for  stealing  plantains 

Referred  to  inferior  criminal  court. 

One  case  for  assault  -        -        -        - 

-    -    ditto. 

lliree  cases  are  dismissed. 

One  disposed  of,  and  reported  on,  by 

court  of  petty  sessions. 

A.  M.Xyons 

No  case. 

J.Macleod-        - 

Four  cases  for  non-pevformance  of  sti- 

- -  Two, being  first  offence,reprimanded  ^ 

pulated  labour  for  nine  days. 

two  sentenced  to  seven  days  with  penal 
gang. 

One  case  for  non-performance  of  stipu- 

Defendant fined  four  dollars. 

• 

lated  labour,  being  absent  22  days. 

J.  0.  L.  Mure      - 

No  case. 

D.  Maclennan     - 

Sick. 

George  Rose 

No  case. 

George  Ross 

None  but  town  cases,  and  all  relating  to 
domestic  servants. 

C.  H.  Strutt 

One  case  for  an  assault  upon  a  house 
servant  by  his  master. 

Master  fined  30 «•  sterling. 

W.  H.  Ware 

Three  cases  for  non-performance  of  sti- 
pulated labour;  in  one,  seven  days' 
absence  was  proved,   and  ten  days* 
imprisonment  awarded;  in  another, 
22  days'  absence,  and  the  same  sen- 
tence ;  in  the  third  case,  four  days' 
absence,  fined  2  J  dollars. 

George  Ball 

One  case  non-performance  of  stipulated 
labour,  and  positive  refusal,  though 
under  28  days'  contract. 

Fined  two  dollars. 

Three  cases  for  withholding  payment 

-  -  In  two  cases  payment  is  ordered  and 

of  wages.    The  defendants  are  master 

made;  the  third  is   dismissed,  prool 

tradesmen. 

being  adddced  that  no  wages  were 
due. 

W^.  B.  WolseUyy  Stipendiary  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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—  No.  10.— 


BRITISH  GUIANA. 


(No.  152.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  the  Marquis  of  Normanby. 

My  Lord,  Governor's  Residence,  Demerara,  18  Sept.  1839.  No.  10. 

Since  closing  my  Despatch,  marked  private,  in  uhich  the  objects  of 
Mr.  Young's  mission  are  explained,  I  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  Her  Ma- 
jesty's disallowance  of  the  Ordinance  No.  13,  to  encourage  emigration. 

Immediate  eflfect  will,  of  course,  be  given  to  Her  Majesty's  commands,  and 
the  official  announcement  will  appear  in  the  Gazette  of  to-morrow  night,  which 
will  be  the  earUest  pubUcation  that  could  take  place  since  the  receipt,  yesterday, 
of  your  Lordi^hip's  Despatch. 

I  cannot  conceal  from  your  Lordship  the  disappointment  and  excitement 
which  this  unexpected  announcement  will  occasion. 

The  Court  of  Policy  sincerely  desired  to  enact  such  an  ordinance  relative  to 
emigration  as  would  be  unexceptionable ;  they  would  have  applied  themselves 
with  cheerfulness  to  remedy  any  defects  existing  in  that  which  has  been  dis- 
allowed, nor  would  the  Combined  Court,  I  think,  have  refused  to  draw  the 
funds  necessary  for  the  encouragement  of  immigration  from  that  portion  of  the 
community  which  your  Lordship  supposes  would  alone  derive  benefit  from  an 
influx  of  labourers. 

The  two  courts  may  still  remove  all  your  Lordship's  objection  to  the  details 
of  the  ordinance.  I  do  not  think  they  will  relinquish  their  claim  to  seek  and  to 
introduce  labourers  unindentured  from  any  part  of  the  world  in  which  free 
agents  are  to  be  found,  voluntarily  inchned  to  emigrate  to  British  Guiana. 

I  anticipate  the  formation  of  some  association  amongst  the  planters  to 
procure  emigrants,  if  the  Legislature  will  not  promote  their  introduction. 

I  need  not  say  how  much  more  advisable  it  is,  that  the  efficient  control  and 
execution  of  any  such  plan  should  be  vested  in  the  Government. 

Under  the  circumstances  of  the  disallowance  of  this  ordinance,  I  must  press 
upon  your  Lordship's  attention  the  prudence  of  being  prepared  against  the 
rejection  of  any  civil  list,  after  the  expiration  of  that  at  present  in  force. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 
Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

(signed)        Henry  Light. 


—  No.  11.— 
(No.  156.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  the  Marquis  of  Normanby. 

My  Lord,  Governor's  House,  Demerara,  21  September  1839.  No.  11. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  the  returns  of  the  stipendiary  magistrates  for  the 
month  of  August  The  greatest  number  of  cases  are,  as  usual,  in  Georgetown,  where 
disputes  for  wages  are  most  Ukely  to  occur.  Complaints  in  the  rural  districts  are 
comparatively  few. 

I  submitted  some  awards  of  Captain  Allen  to  the  Attorney-general,  as  to  the 
construction  of  Ordinance  74,  in  the  cases  of  Laforet  (No.  9).  I  have  the  honour 
to  annex  a  copy  of  Mr.  Wolseley's  observations  and  the  opinion  of  the  Attomey- 
generaL 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 
Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Henry  Light. 
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Endosure  1,  in  No.  11. 

End.  1,  in  No.  il.         Epitome  of  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates'  Records  of  Complaints,  for  the  Month  of  Aagust  1839. 


KifistNitca. 


A.  M.  Lyons 
C.'H.  Strutt 
D.  Maclennan 
Geo.  Rose  - 
J.  A.  Allen  • 


Geo.  Ball 


Total 
No.  of 
Coses. 


Nature  of  Offeooes. 


32 


W.  H.  Ware 


W.  J.  Brittain 


J.  Macieod 


A.VanR.deGroot 


J.  O.  L.  Mure     * 


10 


Four  tomplaints  by  monthly  la* 
bourers  for  non-payment  of  small 
earnings  for  **  extra  work,"  de- 
scribed as  **  trifling.'' 

One»  withholding  labourers'  wages 
two  weeks. 

One 

Four  complaints  against  indentured 
servants,  for  disorderly  conduct* 
insubordinate  language,  destruc- 
tion of  property^  two  months' 
absence. 

Eleven  complaints  against  month* 
ly  labourers,  for  non-performance 
of  stipulated  work,  being  absent 
one,  two,  three,  four  days. 

One  assault  on  a  labourer  by  his 
employer. 

One,  labourer  against  employer  for 

arrears  of  wages. 
One,  ditto,  ditto,  for  assault  - 

One,  a  general  complaint  by  25  in- 
dented servants  against  em- 
ployer for  not  furnishing  them 
wiUi  clothes. 

One  complaint  by  discharged  ser* 
vant  against  former  employer, 
for  payment  of  the  value  of  cer- 
tain provisions  left  growing  in 
his  garden. 

One  complaint  against  monthly  la- 
bourer for  non-performance  of 
stipulated  work;  13  days'  ab- 
sence. 

One  ditto,  ditto,  having  been  absent 
S3  days. 

One  complaint  by  labourer  against 
employer  for  short  payment  of 


How  disposed  of. 


One,  complaint  against  a  monthly 
labourer  for  non-performanoe  of 
his  stipulated  work  on  the  11th 
August. 

One  complaint  by  master  against 
.  servant  for  breach  of  contract 
of  service. 

One,  an  assault  upon  a  female  la- 
bourer by  a  settler  high  up  the 
river  Berbice. 

Eight  cases  of  thefts   ... 

One,  a  complaint  by  a  daily  la- 
bourer, hired  at  the  rate  of  1 1 
dollars  per  month,  against  his 
employer,  for  deducting  two 
dollars  in  consequence  of  three 
days'  absence. 

One,  a  female  labourer  who  would 
do  no  work ;  as  a  means  of  get- 
ting rid  of  her,  had  her  house 
pulled  down,  and  then  claimed 
the  materials  as  belonging  to 
herself. 


•  -  claims  substantiated,  and  pay- 
ment  made. 


-  -  payment  of  four  dollars  ordered^ 
and  made. 

dismissed. 

•  -  in  three  cases  the  accused  are 
sentenced  to  six  days'  imprison- 
ment; in  the  fourth,  to  a  fine  of  three 
dollars. 

.  -  one  case  is  dismissed ;  in  the 
others,  the  offiBuders  forieit  two  daysT 
wages  for  each  day's  absence,  or  less, 
according  to  circumstances. 

-  -  compromised,  the  employer  pay- 
ing three  dollars  to  labourer, 

10  dollars  proved  due  and  paid. 

-  -  fined  105.,  circumstancts  of  ag^ 
gravation  in  mitigation. 

-  •  claim  proved  to  be  just,  and 
clothing  issued. 


-  -  valued  at  six  dollars;  award  ac- 
cordingly. 


-  -  sentenced  to  14  days'  imprison- 
ment, and  a  pecuniary  penalty  of 
four  dollars.    (Second  ofienoe.) 

fined  eight  dollars, 
groundless,  and  dhimissed. 


•  -  no  suflkient  excuse ;  fined  two 
dollars. 


-  -  contract  not  proved ;  case  dis- 
missed. 

-  -  referred  to  the  inferior  Criminal 
Court. 

-  -  referred  to  the  inferior  Criminal 
Court. 

-  -  dismissed ;  it  having  been 
proved  that  the  deduction  did  not 
exceed  the  rate  of  wages  for  three 
days'  absence. 


materials  given  to  her. 
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Eoitome  of  the  S 

tipendiary  Magistrates'  Records  of  C 

nmplninhi^  A^r MiU*muA. 

M^^tW%MM%f    ^fm      %ll^   ^ 

Total 

MagUtrates. 

No.  of 
CaaM. 

Nature  of  OflEences. 

How  disposed  of. 

T.  Coleman 

2 

One,  a  complaint  against  two  hill 

-  -  one  sentenced  to  a  week's  impri- 

coolies for  disobedience  and  re- 

sonment  ;  the  other  admonished  and 

fusing  to  perform  their  work, 

discharged. 

and  instigating  others  to  do  the 

same. 

One,  ditto,  ditto,  and  setting  the 

-  -  both  sentenced  to  a  week's  im- 

authority of  the  magistrate  at 

prisonment 

defiance. 

• 

Geo.  Ron  - 

46 

Confined  to  the  town  alone,  and 

(Town  Districu) 

principally  between  master  trades- 
men and  their  workmen. 

Thirty-six  are  complaints  for  non- 

- -  two  dismissed ;  «ne  compromised ; 

payment  and  short  payment  of 

one  wages  forfeited  for  neglect  of 

wages. 

duty;    one    refiised    to    take    the 
award;   and  31  obtained  awards  ac- 
cording to  the  proof  established  of 
their  respective  claims. 

Six  cases  of  complainU  by  masters 

•  -  one  dismissed ;  one  master  inter- 

against   their    apprentices    for 
absence  from  work. 

cedes,  no  award;  two  adjudged  to 

make  good  absent  time  after  the  ex- 

piration of  their  indentures;    one 

adjudged  for  four  da^s'  absence  to      \ 

pay  one  dollar ;  one  adjudged  for  four 

weeks'  absence  to  pay  (bur  dollars. 

dismissed. 

dismissal. 

One  case  for  an  assault 

dismissed. 

One  case  for  injury  sustained   in 

dismissed. 

employer's  service. 

One  case  for  not  giving  apprentice 

dismissed. 

proper  medical  aid. 

Rkcapitulation  : 

In  the  Country  Districts,  total  number  of  cases  ....        44 

In  Georgetoi 

wn *        -        .        46 

W.  B.  WoUdaii  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 

Summary  Report  on  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates'  Records  of  Complaints 
for  the  Month  of  August  1839. 

1, 2, 3, 4. 

Messrs.  Lyons,  Strutt,  Rose  and  Maclennan  report  to  have  had  no  cases  for  adjudication 
in  their  respective  districts. 

5. 

Captain  Allen's  record  of  complaints  contains  22  cases,  of  which  the  first  four,  described 
as  tnflin^y  virere  complaints  by  monthly  labourers  for  non-payment  of  wages  for  work 
performed  over  and  above  their  allotted  tasks.     Payment  ordered  and  made. 

la  the  fifth  case,  for  withholding  wages  two  weeks,  four  dollars  are  awarded. 

The  sixdi  is  dismissed. 

The  next  four  cases  are  complaints  against  articled  servants  by  their  employers,  for  disor- 
derly conduct,  insubordinate  language,  destruction  of  property,  and  two  months'  absence 
from  employer's  service.  The  charges  are  proved ;  the  disorderly  characters  of  two  of  the 
offenders  are  represented,  and  the  maximum  punishment  awarded  in  these  cases  is  six  days' 
imprisonment,  m  respect  to  which  the  magistrate  observes,  "  By  Ordinance  74  (1836),  no 
Tonger  term  of  imprisonment  could  be  awarded,  however  greatly  merited." 

The  two  first  of  these  cases,  ''  Yankey  Richardson  and  William  Joseph,"  could  not  have 
been  entertained  under  Her  Majesty's  Order  in  Council  of  the  7th  September  1838,  and, 
considering  the  characters  of  the  parties,  were  well  deserving  of  bein^  referred  to  an  inferior 
criminal  court ;  but  the  two  last,  one  for  destruction  of  property,  ^e  other  for  breach  of 
contract  of  service  (havine  been  absent  two  months),  your  reporter  humbly  thinks  might 
have  been  brought  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Order  in  Council  aforesaid.  The  magistrate 
was,  however,  of  opinion,  and  perhaps  properly,  that  these  cases  could  not  be  disposed  of  in 
any  other  way  than  that  which  he  adopted. 
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BRITISH  GUIANA.      The  next  11  cases  are  complaints  against  monthly  labourers  for  non-performance  of  6(ipa- 
"  lated  work,  being  absent  one,  two,  three  and  four  days.   One  case  is  dismissed.   In  the  otner 

cases  the  offenders  are  made  to  forfeit  two  days'  wages  for  each  day's  absence,  or  less, 
according  to  circumstances. 

The  next  and  last  case  is  for  an  assault  upon  a  labourer  by  his  employer.  Compromised 
by  the  latter  paying  three  dollars  to  the  complainant. 

6. 

Captain  Ball's  record  of  complaints  contains  four  cases. 

The  first  case  is  a  complaint  by  a  servant  against  his  master  for  neglecting  to  pay  his 
stipulated  wages.  The  sum  of  10  dollare  is  proved  to  be  due,  and  is  oraered  to  be  paid,  on 
pam  of  levy.     Payment  made. 

The  second  case  is  a  complaint  by  a  servant  against  his  master  for  kicking  and  beating 
him.  Charges  proved.  Circumstances  of  aggravation  taken  into  consideration,  and  the 
master  fined  10  shillings. 

The  third  case  is  a  complaint  by  the  indentured  apprentices  of  Plantation  Union,  26  in 
number,  against  the  manager  of  the  estate,  for  neglecting  to  supply  them  with  clothing, 
according  to  their  indentures.  Complaint  substantiated.  Clothing  ordered  to  be  delivered. 
Award' immediately  carried  into  effect. 

The  fourth  case  is  a  complaint  by  a  discharged  servant  against  his  master,  for  payment  ot 
the  value  of  provisions  left  m  his  grounds  (say  garden).  Provisions  valued  at  six  dollars  by- 
mutual  agreement.     Payment  ordered,  and  made  accordingly. 

7. 

Mr.  Ware's  record  of  complaints  contains  two  cases. 

The  first  is  a  complaint  by  employer  against  a  monthly  labourer  for  13  days'  absence. 
Charge  admitted.  Sentenced  to  14  days'  imprisonment,  and  a  pecuniary  penalty  of  four 
dollars.    Stated  to  be  the  second  similar  offence. 

The  second  case,  a  complaint  by  employer  against  monthly  labourer  for  22  days'  absence. 
Charge  proved.     Fined  eight  dollars. 

8. 

Mr.  Brittain's  record  of  complaints  contains  one  case. 

A  complaint  by  a  labourer  against  his  employer  for  short  payment  of  wages.  Charges 
found  to  DC  groundless,  and  the  case  dismissed. 

9. 

Mr.  Macleod's  record  of  complaints  contains  one  case. 

A  monthly  labourer  is  accused  by  his  employer  of  not  having  performed  his  stipulated 
labour  on  the  11th  of  August.  The  charge  is  proved,  and  the  accused  makes  no  other 
defence  than  that  he  did  not  like  the  kind  of  work  he  was  appointed  to  do,  to  which,  never- 
theless, it  appeared  he  had  been  accustomed.     Fined  two  dollars. 

In  reference  to  this  case,  your  reporter  has  to  observe,  that  the  date  is  no  doubt  a  clerical 
error,  as  the  11th  of  August  was  a  Sunday. 

10. 

Mr.  De  Groot's  record  of  copQplaints  contains  10  cases. 

One  case  (No.  2)  is  a  complaint  by  master  against  servant  for  a  breach  of  contract  of 
service.     The  contract  not  proved,  and  the  case  dismissed. 

One  case  (No.  7)  is  for  an  assault  and  battery  committed  on  the  person  of  a  female  labourer 
by  a  settler  in  the  Upper  River,  Berbice.     Referred  to  the  inferior  Criminal  Court. 

The  remaining  eignt  cases  are  for  thefts  of  various  kinds.  All  referred  to  the  inferior 
Criminal  Court. 

11. 

Mr.  Mure's  record  of  complaints  contains  two  cases. 

The  first  is  a  complaint  by  a  daily  labourer,  hired  at  the  rate  of  1 1  dollars  per  month, 
against  his  employer,  for  deducting  two  dollars  from  his  wages  in  consequence  of  three  days' 
absence.     Complaint  dismissed,  the  magistrate  considering  the  deduction  a  proper  one. 

In  reference  to  this  case,  your  reporter  has  to  observe,  that  it  does  not  appear  that  the 
complainant  was  under  any  contract,  but  simply  a  daily  labourer,  paid  at  the  rate  of 
11  dollars  per  month.  The  employer,  therefore  (in  the  absence  of  any  specific  agreement), 
had  no  right  to  deduct  more  than  three  days'  pay,  which,  at  the  rate  of  1 1  dollars  per  month, 
would  be  something  less  than  one  dollar  and  a  quaiter  instead  of  two  dollars. 

P.S.  Upon  subsequent  explanation,  it  appears  the  deduction  actually  made  did  not  exceed 
,        three  days'  pay,  the  master  having  voluntarily  given  the  man  two  guilders  to  settle  a  differ- 
ence in  their  calculations. 

The  next  case  is  that  of  a  female  labourer,  who  would  do  no  work  for  the  estate  on  which 
she  resided  ;  and,  as  a  means  of  getting  rid  of  her,  the  manager  took  down  the  house  she 
occupied.  The  complainant  claimed  the  materials  as  belonging  to  herself,  and  the  result  of 
the  investigation  was,  that  they  were  given  to  her. 

12. 
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Captain  Coleman's  record  of  complaints  contains  two  cases.  _— — 

The  first  is  a  complaint  by  the  manager  of  Plantation  Belle  Vue  against  two  hill  coolie 
labourers  for  contumacious  disobedience  of  orders,  refusing  to  perform  their  work,  and  insti- 
gating others  to  do  the  same.  One  sentenced  to  a  week's  imprisonment ;  the  other  admo- 
nished and  discharged. 

The  next  case  resulted  from  the  decision  on  the  previous  one,  and  was  a  complaint  against 
two  other  hill  coolies,  who  acted  as  ringleaders  on  the  occasion,  and  attempted  to  set  the 
authority  of  the  magistrate  at  defiance,  by  declaring  that  if  one  coolie  was  sent  to  gaol  they 
would  all  go.    The  accused  were  both  sentenced  to  one  week's  imprisonment. 

In  reference  to  these  cases,  vour  reporter  has  to  observe,  that  the  legality  of  the  sentences 
depends  upon  whether  Her  Majesty's  Order  in  Council  of  7th  September  1688,  or  Ordi- 
nance 74,  was  the  law  under  which  the  magistrate  adjudicated.  Tneir  indentures  are  ante- 
cedent to  the  dOth  of  July  1838;  therefore,  if  Ordinance  74  is  that  which  the  magistrate 
should  have  taken,  and  did  take,  for  his  guidance,  the  sentences  ought  not  to  have  exceeded 


13. 

Mr.  Ross's  record  of  complaints  contains  46  cases,  all  occurring  in  the  town  alone,  and 
principally  confined  to  disputes  about  waces  between  master-tradesmen  and  their  workmen. 

Your  reporter  has  no  observation  to  me^e  in  reference  to  these  cases ;  and  for  further  par- 
ticulars respectfully  refers  your  Excellency  to  his  epitome  of  the  respective  records,  which 
will  be  submitted  with  this  report. 

(signed)        fV.  B.  Wolseley,  Stipendiary  Magistrate* 

British  6uiana»  14  September  1839. 


Enclosure  2,  in  No.  11. 

Sir,  Government  Secretary's  Office,  14  September  1839. 

Ik  pursuance  of  his  Excellency's  instructions,  that  I  should  examine  and  compare  the  EocLn,  in  No.ii. 
stipendiary  magistrates'  ac^udications,  and  report  upon  any  discrepancies  that  may  appear 
to  be  deserving  of  notice,  I  have  the  honour  to  observe,  that  Captain  Allen's  record  of  com- 
plaints for  the  month  of  August  contains  four  convictions  (namely  Nos.  7,  8,  9  and  10)  for 
which  the  sentences  appear  to  be  very  inadequate  to  the  ofiences,  and,  when  compared  with 
the  award  of  other  magistrates,  exhibit  so  striking  a  contrast,  that  I  consider  it  my  duty  to 
call  his  Excellency's  attention  to  the  subject. 

From  a  conversation  I  had  with  Captain  Allen,  I  am  aware  that  this  discrepancy  does  not  - 
arise  firom  any  desire  to  screen  the  offenders  firom  the  punishment  they  deserve ;  neither  do 
those  sentences  with  which  Captain  Allen's  differ  appear  to  be  unnecessaiily  severe ;  the 
dissimilarity  proceeds  from  an  existing  difference  of  opinion  among  the  stipendiary  ma^s- 
trates  respecting  the  extent  to  which  Ordinance  74,  anno  1836,  is  superseded  by  Her 
Majesty's  Order  in  Council  of  7th  September  1838. 

Captain  Allen  is  of  opinion  that  the  cases  to  which  I  have  alluded  could  not  have  been 
entertained  by  an  inferior  criminal  court,  or  brought  within  the  provisions  of  Her  Majesty's 
Order  in  Council  of  7th  September  1838.  He  was  consequently  limited  to  Ordinance  74, 
and  to  sentence  the  offenders  to  six  days'  imprisonment  only. 

The  Order  ui  Council  says,  *'  that  all  laws  ....  which  are  or  shall  be  in  anywise 
repugnant  to  or  inconsistent  with  said  order  shall  be  and  are  repealed."  And  in  the  excep- 
tion (^cap.  1,  sec.  2)  in  favour  of  contracts  entered  into  previously  to  the  taking  effect  of  Her 
Majesty's  Order  in  Council  of  30th  July  1838,  the  words  used  are  that  the  otherwise  general 
repeal  shall  not "  annul  or  affect "  any  such  contract. 

The  contract  is  no  way  annulled  or  affected  by  making  the  parties  amenable  to  the  pro- 
visions of  Her  Majesty's  Order  in  Council,  in  every  other  respect,  except  as  to  the  period  of 
its  duration.  Admitting  such  to  be  a  correct  interpretation,  it  appears  that  in  all  breaches  of 
contracts  of  service,  whatever  mav  be  the  date  or  time  of  duration  of  such  contracts,  the  sti- 
pendiaiy  ma^strate  should  take  the  Order  in  Council,  and  not  Ordmance  74,  for  his  guidance 
and  jurisdiction. 

At  alt  events,  it  is  highly  desirable  that  the  stipendiary  magistrates  should  know  the  pre- 
cise extent  to  which  their  jurisdiction  under  Ordinance  74  has  been  abridged  by  Her  Majesty's 
Order  in  Council  of  7th  September  1838. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

H.  E.  F.  Young,  Esq.,  &c.  &c.       (signed)         W.  B.  Wnlseley,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


Copy  of  the  Governor's  Order. 


'*  The  Attorney-general  is  requested  to  make  his  observations  on  Captain  Allen's  return 
and  Mr.  Wolseley's  letter. 

September  14.  (signed)  *' Hmiry  Light:* 
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BRITISH  GUUNA.  CoPY  of  the  Attomey-generars  Observations. 

''  I  HAVB  perused  the  return  of.  Captain  Allen,  and  the  comments  made  thereon  by  Mr. 
Wolseley,  and  I  much  regret  thatanjr  difference  of  opinion  should  exist  between  these  magis- 
trates upon  the  intei*pretation  to  be  given  to  the  provisions  of  the  Ordinance  No.  74,  and  of 
the  Order  in  Council  of  the  7th  September  1838,  m  regard  to  contracts. 

*'  I  concur,  however,  entirely  in  o[)inion  with  Captain  Allen,  that  the  cases  to  which  be  has 
alluded  could  not  have  been  entertained  by  an  inferior  criminal  court,  or  brought  within  the 
provisions  of  the  Order  in  Council,  and  that  he  has  thereby  very  properly  limited  himself  to 
the  exercise  of  the  powers  contained  in  Ordinance  No.  74. 

''  That  these  cases  could  not  be  tried  under  the  provisions  of  the  Order  in  Council  is,  I 
think,  quite  clear  from  the  circumstance  that  the  breaches  (».  e.  the  offences)  were  committed 
by  the  parties  when  under  contracts  of  a  di^  anterior  to  that  named  in  the  Order  in  Cooncil 
of  7th  September  1838,  viz.,  the  30th  July,  and  which  contracts  are  especially  declared  not 
to  be  affected  bv  that  order. 

'^  Mr.  Wolseley  contends  that  a  contract,  executed  under  the  provisions  of  the  Ordinance 
74,  will  be  in  no  way  annulled  or  affected  by  making  the  parties  amenable  to  the  Order  in 
Council.  A  contract  may  be  annulled  for  the  reason  stated  in  section  the  dd  of  the  1st 
chapter  of  the  Order  in  Council,  whatever  may  have  been  its  date,  but  a  contract  surely  must 
be  considered  as  affected,  when  a  breach  of  it  is  made  amenable  to  the  operation  of  a  law  the 
contracting  parties  knew  nothmg  of,  and  consequently  could  not  by  any  possibility  be  con- 
templated to  be  bound  by. 

**  It  appears  to  me  that  the  substitution  of  the  punishments  under  the  Order  in  Council  for 
those  specified  in  Ordinance  74,  for  breaches  of  that  ordinance,  would  be  a  gross  infraction 
of  the  nghts  of  the  various  contracting  parties,  under  indentures  entered  into  by  virtue  of  that 
ordinance. 

"  I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  stipendiary  justices  must  have  recourse  to  Ordinance 
No.  74  for  the  punishment  of  breaches  of  contract  made  and  entered  into  under  the 
provisions  of  that  ordinance,  and  that  the  punishments  specified  in  the  Order  in  Council 
can  only  be  apphcable  to  the  breaches  of  contracts  bearing  date  subsequent  to  the  30th 
July  1838. 

19  September  1839.  (signed)        "  Henry  Gloster,  Attorney-general." 

(A  true  copy.) 
W.£.  Wolseley f  Assistant  Government  Secretary. 


(Memorandum.)  Stipendiary  Magistrate's  Department,  23  September  1839. 

Opinion  respecting  I  feel  the  presumption  of  differing  vnth  the  Attorney-general,  but  I  am  still  of  opinion 
OrdiDance  74,  &c.,  that  the  exception  in  Her  Majesty's  Order  in  Council  of  7th  September  1838,  in  favour 
19th  Sept.  1839.  of  contracts  made  antecedent  to  the  30th  of  July  1838,  is  applicable  solely  to  the  dura- 
tion of  such  contracts ;  and  that  it  is  ''  inconsistent  with  and  repugnant  to  "  the  spirit 
of  the  Order  in  Council,  that  one  portion  of  the  agricultural  population  of  the  colony  should 
be  adjudged  for  precisely  similar  offences  to  totally  different  penalties  (whether  less  or 
more  severe  is  immaterial  to  the  principle)  upon  no  other  grounds  than  a  difference  in  the 
date  of  their  indentures. 

The  Attorney-general  says,  **  A  contract  surely  must  be  considered  affected,  when  a  breach 
of  it  is  made  amenable  to  the  operation  of  a  law  the  contracting  parties  knew  nothing  of,  and 
consequently  could  not  by  any  possibility  be  contemplated  to  oe  bound  by." 

In  reference  to  this,  I  respectfully  submit,  that  inaividuals,  the  same  as  communities,  are 
bound  by  such  laws  as  shall  or  may  hereafter  be  enacted. 

(signed)         W.  B.  Wolseley,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


—No.  12.— 

(No.  165  A.). 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  the  Marquis  of  Normanby. 

No.  12.  My  Lord,  Governor's  Office,  Demerara,  9  October  1839. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  copy  of  an  ordinance  passed  by  the  Court  of 
Policy  and  myself  for  abolishing  the  Sunday  markets  throughout  British  Guiana. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 
Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

(signed)  Henry  Light 
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Enclosure  in  No.  12.  British  guiana 

No.  19; — An  Ordinance  to  abolish  Sunday  Markets  throughout  British  Guiana. 
Ordfarance  Enacted  by  his  Excellency  Henry  Light,  Esq.  Governor  and  Commander-in-     End,  in  No.  12. 
Chief  in  and  over  the  Colony  of  British  Guiana,  Vice-Admiral  and  Ordinary  of  the 
same,  &c.  &c.  &c.,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Honourable  the  Court  of 
PoKcy  of  said  Colony. 

To  all  to  whom  these  Presents  do,  may  or  shall  come,  Greeting  !  be  it  known : — 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  that  the  practice  of  holding  open  markets  until  the  hour  of  nine 
o'clock  on  Sunday  moraines  should,  for  the  future,  be  altogether  discontinued  : 

Be  it  therefore,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the  promulgation  of  thift 
ordinance,  open  markets  on  Sunday,  in  every  part  of  British  Guiana,  shall  be,  as  the  same 
are  hereby  oeclared  to  be,  abolished  and  at  an  end. 

Provided  always,  that  (except  during  the  hours  of  Divine  Service)  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  to  buy  and  sell,  on  Sundays,  all  perishable  articles  of  food  at  any  places  where  such 
articles  are  usually  bought  and  sold  on  other  days  of  the  week. 

And  that  no  ignorance  shall  be  pretended  of  this  our  ordinance,  these  presents  shall  be 
printed  and  pubushed  in  the  customary  manner. 

Thus  done  and  enacted  at  our  adjourned  Assembly,  held  at  the  Ghiiana  Public  Buildings, 
Georgetown,  Demerara,  this  3d  day  of  October  1839,  and  published  the  8th  fol- 
lowing. 

(signed)  Henry  Light. 

By  Command  of  the  Court, 

Charles  R.  Whinjield,  Acting  Secretary. 


(No.  29.)  —No.  13,— 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  John  Russell  to  Governor  Light. 

Sir,  •  Downing-street,  23  November  1839.  No.  13. 

I  HAVB  received  and  laid  before  The  Queen  your  Despatch,  No.  165,  of 
the  9th  October,  transmitting  the  copy  of  an  ordinance  passed  by  the  Court  of 
Policy  and  yourself  for  abolishing  the  Sunday  markets  throughout  British 
Guiana,  and  I  am  conunanded  to  convey  to  you  Her  Majesty's  approval  and 
confirmation  of  this  ordinance. 

I  have,  &c. 

(si^ed)  J.  Russell. 


—  No.  14.— 
(No.  165  B.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  the  Marquis  of  Normanby. 

My  Lord,  Governor's  Residence,  Demerara,  14  October  1839. ,  No.  14. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  transmitting  the  returns  of  the  stipendiary  magis- 
trates for  the  month  of  September;  they  prove  the  continued  disposition  of 
employers  and  employed  to  be  satisfied. 

From  eight  magistrates  the  returns  are  blank.  It  is  only  in  Georgetown  that 
nxunerous  appeals  are  made  to  the  magistrates,  arising  in  disputes  of  journeymen 
and  domestics  for  payment  of  wages. 

The  case  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Wolseley  will  be  inquired  into.  If  Mr.  Macleod 
was  wrong,  it  was  more  for  the  interest  of  both  parties  that  summary  jurisdiction 
should  prevent  a  trifiing  case  of  assaVilt  from  being  brought  before  the  inferior 
courts,  and  occasion  loss  of  labour,  and  money  in  wages,  to  both  during  the  trial. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 
Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

(signed)         Henry  Light. 
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Enclosure  in  No.  14. 


End.  in  No.  14. 

Efitomv  of  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates'  Records  of  Complaints  for  September  18S0. 

Hagbtrate*. 

Total 
No.  of 
Catet. 

Natore  of  Offences. 

How  disposed  oC 

J.  A*  Allen 

G.Bali      . 

« 

«« 

... 

J.  W.  Brittain    - 

. 

«» 

«... 

T.  Colcmau 

. 

.» 

— 

A.  M.  Lyons 

. 

... 

.1. 

D.  Maclennan    • 

. 

..» 

... 

G.Roae     - 

« 

.M 

... 

C.  H.  Strutt 

mm 

X 

._ 

Avan  R.  de  Groot 

10 

Three  cases  of  Thefts 

referred  to  inferior  Criminal  Coirt. 

One        „        Assault         .        •        -        - 

9»                                    »f 

One        yy        Shooting  a  pig        ... 

>»                                      9f 

One        „                   „        .        .        -        . 

dismissed  for  want  of  proof. 

One        ,f        Assault          .... 

ff                   99 

One        „        Destroying  canes   ... 
Two       „        Refusal  either  to  work  or  to  quit 

dismissed,  prosecutor  not  appearing. 

>»                                      99 

J.  0.  L.  Mure    - 

1 

Complaint  by  a  domestic  servant  against  his 
master  for  short  payment  of  wages. 

payment  ordered  and  made. 

J.  Maclaod 

7. 

Six  claims  by  servants  against  their  masters 

•  -  two   not  proved   and   dismissed ; 

for  non-payment  of  wages. 

four  adjusted  according  to  proof. 

One  complaint  by  a  female  labourer  against 

accused  fined  £.  1  sterling. 

the  foreman  of  the  estate  for  ill-usage,  he 

having  struck  her  with  a  leather  strap. 

O.Rom     .        -        - 

39 

Thirty-one  disputed  claims  by  journeymen  and 
domestics  in  Georgetown,  for  non-payment 
of  wages. 

adjusted  according  to  the  evidence. 

One                    0                     >» 

dismissed. 

^ 

One                    „                     „ 

-  -  referred  to  district  magistrate,  Ber. 

.2 

bice. 

^ 

One  complaint  by  an  articled  servant  for  in* 

dismissed. 

Q 

sufficient  medioeJ  attendance. 

a 

One  complaint  against   articled  servant   for 

.  -  fined  four  dollars,  or  six  days'  im- 

^ 

19  days' absence. 

prisonment. 

One         „            „        five  days'  absence. 

to  forfeit  10  days'  wages. 

0 

.  One         yt            >,        one  week's  absence. 

„        four  dollars,  or  six  days'  im« 
prisoumect. 

One         „            „        three  days' absence. 

dismissed. 

One  complaint  by  an  omnibus  keeper  against 

-  -  to  forfeit  a  month's  wages,  and  a 

his  groom  for  ilUusage  of  his  horses. 

week's  imprisonment. 

W.  H.  Wart       • 

3 

Two  complaints  against  articled  labourers  for 
contumacious  conduct,  and  refusing  to  work 
on  the  23d  and  S4th  September. 

six  days'  imprisonment. 

One                    „                     „ 

fined  14  guilders. 

SuMMABT  Report  on  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates'  Records  of  Complaints  for  September 

1839. 

1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8. — Messrs.  Allen,  Ball,  Brittain,  Coleman,  Lyons,  Maclennan,  Rose 
and  Strutt  report  to  have  had  no  case  for  September. 

9. — Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  De  Groot's  record  of  complaints  contains  10  cases ;  of 
which  five  were  referred  for  trial  to  the  inferior  Criminal  Court,  two  were  dismissed  for  want 
of  proof,  and  three  in  consequence  of  the  prosecutors  not  appearing.  This  record,  therefore, 
exhibits  no  adjudication. 

10.— Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Mure's  record  contains  one  case ;  a  complaint  by  a 
domestic  servant  against  his  master  for  non-payment  of  a  month's  wages.  Payment 
ordered  and  made. 

11. — Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Macleod's  record  comprises  seven  cases;  of  which  six 
are  claims  for  wages,  presenting  nothing  for  observation  ;  and  the  remaining  case,  a  com* 
plaint  by  a  female  labourer  against  the  foreman  of  the  estate  on  which  she  worked,  for 
**  ill  usage,"  he  having  struck  the  woman  with  a  leather  strap.  The  decision  in  this  case 
is, "  Fined  1  /.  under  the  8th  sec.  cap.  4,  of  the  Order  in  Council  of  7th  September  1838." 
However  well  merited  such  a  sentence  may  have  be^n,  your  Excellency  s  reporter  has 
respectfully  to  observe,  that  the  term,  "Master,"  in  the  Order  in  Council  in  question, 
cannot  be  construed  or  understood  to  comprise  a  foreman  of  an  estate,  or  any  other  than 
"  the  person  hiring  for  wages."    The  legality  of  this  adjudication  is  therefore  (questionable. 

12. — Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Ross's  record  of  complaints,  for  the  town  district,  corn- 
tains  39  cases ;    principally  disputed  claims  for  wages  between  masters  and  servants ; 

adjusted 
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adjusted  variously,  according  to  the  evidence  adduced,  and  presenting  nothing  worthy  of  BRITISH  GUIANA, 
remark.  , 

13. — :Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Ware's  record  of  complaints  contains  three  cases,  viz., 
complaints  by  masters  against  indentured  labourers  for  contumaciously  disobeying  orders 
and  refusing  to  work  on  the  28d  and  24th  ultimo,  thereby  setting  a  bad  example  to  other 
labourers  similarly  situated.  In  two  cases  the  offenders  are  sentenced  to  six  aays'  impri- 
sonment; in  the  other,  the  accused  had  been  pardoned  and  cautioned  on  a  previous  occa- 
sion, and  is  fined,  as  he  had  been  promised,  14  guilders  or  iZ.  sterling. 

(signed)  W.  B.  Wolseleyy  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 

11  October  1839. 


—  No.  15.— 
(No.  169.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  the  Marquis  of  Normanhy. 

My  Lord,  Governor's  Residence,  Demerara,  15  October  1839. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  transmitting  to  your  Lordship  the  return  of  colonial 
produce  shipped  from  this  province  in  the  third  quarter  of  the  present  year. 
The  quantity  shipped  of  sugar  is  considerably  less  than  in  the  corresponding 
quarters  of  1831,  32  and  33;  it  is  in  hogsheads  2,765  less  than  the  corre- 
sponding quarter  last  year,  but  the  price  of  produce  has  increased  in  proportion 
to  the  diminution  of  the  crop. 

It  is  a  fact,  that,  from  the  unfavourable  season  during  a  portion  of  the  year,  the 
canes  have  yielded  one-third  less  than  usual ;  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  con- 
sidering the  favourable  season  for  the  last  month,  is  likely  to  give  a  much  larger 
return.  I  shall  be  prepared  to  show,  by  the  prices  of  the  last  12  or  15  years, 
that  even  supposing  the  exports  of  sugar  for  the  year  1839,  from  this  colony,  only 
reach  35,000  hogsheads,  the  returns  in  money  will  be  larger  than  when  the 
produce  was  at  its  greatest  extent. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 
Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

(signed)  Henry  Light. 


Enclosure  in  No.  15. 


BRITISH    GUIANA. 

Tl£Tt7RK  of  Colonial  Produce  shipped  from  this  Colony  in  the  Third  Quarter  of  1839,  viz.,  from  6th  July  to  10th  October, 
as  compared  with  the  Average  Quantity  of  the  corresponding  Quarters  of  1831, 1832  and  1833. 


Sugar. 

Bum. 

Molasses. 

Coffee. 

Cotton. 

Demerara,  Average    adl 
quarter,     1831,     183a  }■ 
and  1833  -         -        -J 

Berbiee,  ditto    -    ditto  - 

Hbd9. 
12,776 

1,946 

Tierces. 
1,066 

144 

Barrels. 
J.574 

187 

Puncheons. 
4.403 

763 

Hhdi. 
870 

137 

Barrels. 
258 

18 

Hhds. 
8,787 

627 

Tierces. 
46 

Barrels. 

lbs. 
673,978 
944,250 

Bdes. 
283 

443 

14,722 

1,210 

1,761 

5,166 

1.007 

276 

9.414 

46 

-      - 

1,618.228 

726 

Demerara,  3d  quarter  of  1 
1839          -        .        ./ 

Berbiee,  ditto    -    ditto  - 

6,366 
1,097 

412 
71 

746 
399 

'■»»437 
7>5 

734 
84 

210 

1 

1,838 
277 

76 

'3 

176,400 
169,950 

379 
73 

7,463 

483 

975 

3.J68 

818 

211 

2.1»5 

76 

13 

346,350 

452 

Increase 
Decrease 

7,259 

727 

•          • 

785 

2,014 

189 

65 

7.309 

30 

»3 

•          • 

1,271,878 

274 

Costoin  House,  Georgetown,  Demerara, 
11  October  1839. 


C.  RobinsoHf  Collector. 


i5>. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BRITISH  GUIANA. 


No.  iG. 


26 


PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 


—  No.  16.— 
(No.  175.) 

Copt  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Idght  to  Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Governor's  Residence,  Demerara,  1  November  1839. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  the  return  of  the  new  appraisement  of  George- 
town, showing  an  increase  of  the  value  of  buildings  and  lots,  in  three  years,  since 
the  last  appraisement  of  1836,  amounting  to  upwards  of  600,000  dollars,  or 
more  than  120,000/.  sterling. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 
Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

(signed)         Henry  Light. 


Enclosure  in  No.  16. 


BRITISH  GUIANA. 

End.  in  No.  16.       Abstract  Appraisements  of  Georgetown,  showing  the  Increase  of  the  Year  1839  over  diat 

made  in  1836. 


Dbtricts. 

1839. 

1836. 

Incremae. 

Florinv. 

Florins. 

Fiorina. 

Charlestown          -        •         - 

572,480 

441,100 

131,380 

Werk-en-Rust 

912,000 

837,600 

74,400 

Stabroek       .... 

524,350 

406,980 

117>350 

Newtown      .... 

711*500 

656,000 

55,500 

Robbstown   -        -        .        - 

1,449,100 

1,171,300 

277,800 

Colnmbia     •        -        .        - 

326,800 

144,200 

82,600 

South  Cumingsburg 

3,695,950 

2,019,380 

676,570 

North  Cumingsburg 

2,042,400 

1,761,700 

280,700 

Kingston      ...        - 

847,000 

694,810 

152,190 

9,981,560 

8,133,070 

1,848,490 

Houffhton,  1  Sworn  Appraisers  of 

M.  m.  Eusiy,         >  Lots  and  Buildings 
Robert  Burnthornf)   in  Georgetown. 


—  No.  17.— 
(No.  178.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell. 

No.  17.  My  Lord,  Governor's  Residence,  Demerara,  12  November  1839. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  transmitting  to  your  Lordship  a  return  of  stores,  for 
the  sale  of  merchandize,  erected  in  the  rural  districts  of  this  province  since  the 
1st  of  August  1838  ;  also,  the  number  of  new  cottages  erected  on  land  purchased 
by  the  labourers  since  emancipation. 

The  return  of  stores  erected  does  not  include  the  estates'  stores,  where  provi- 
sions and  articles  of  daily  use  and  want  are  to  be  obtained. 

I  have  thought  it  right  to  give  your  Lordship  this  species  of  information, 
because  the  district  storehouses  must  naturally  diminish  the  sale  of  objects  that 
were  formerly  only  to  be  obtained  in  the  towns  of  Georgetown  and  New  Amster^ 
dam ;  and  though  the  merchants  of  the  towns  are  generally  parties  connected 
with  those  in  the  country,  yet,  finding  fewer  customers  than  formerly,  some  of 
them  are  disposed  to  complain. 

Many  of  the  labourers,  who  have  purchased  the  land  on  which  they  have  erected 
cottages,  do  not  abandon  field-labour ;  they  pay  at  the  rate  of  15/.  an  acre  and 
3/.  sterling  for  the  expense  of  title ;  the  e:q)ense  of  a  cottage  firom  40/.  to  50/. : 

with 
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with  such  data  your  Lordship  may  judge  of  the  prosperity  of  the  province,  British  guiina. 
unconnected  with  exports  or  imports. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 
Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

(signed)        Henry  Light 


Enclosure  in  No.  17. 


BRITISH  GUIANA. 

A  Return  sfaowiDg,— lat.  Tlie  Number  of  New  Stores,  for  the  Sale  of  Dry  Goods,  Provisions,  liquors  and  Merchandize  in 
general.  2d.  llie  Number  of  Free  Settlers'  Cottages  (almost  exclusively  from  the  emancipated  Class)  erected  and 
established  in  the  Rural  Districts  since  the  1st  August  1838. 


DistricU. 

Counties. 

District  Stipendiary 
Ma^strates. 

No.  of 
Stores. 

No.  of 
Cottages. 

KJCMARKS. 

A. 

Demeiara  • 

C.  H.  Strutt- 

3 

8 

-  -  the  village  of  Mahaica  and  the  hamlet  Mohai* 
cany  are  rapidly  increasing,  and  some  settlements 
are  springing  up  near  Abary. 

B. 

*.         » 

A.  M.  Lyons 

4 

14 

-  -  in  this  district  but  little  disposition  to  wander 
has  been  exhibited.  The  labourers  industrious  and 
well-behaved. 

c. 

*          »         * 

J.  W.  Brittain 

2 

6 

-  •  many  plots  of  land  have  been  purchased  by  Ia« 
bourersy  and  preparations  for  building  cottages  are 
in  progress. 

D. 

i» 

T.  Coleman  - 

7 

64 

-  -  most  of  the  saleable  land  in  this  district  is  high 
up  the  river. 

E. 

*          •  o            * 

J.  0.  L.  Mure 

4 

- 

99                                                                              9> 

F. 

Esseqoibo  - 

D.  Maclennan 

lO 

6 

-  -  this  district  is  composed  of  the  islands  Leguan 
and  Wakenaam.  Fredericksburgh  is  greatly  in- 
creasing. 

G. 

•          i>         • 

G.  Ball 

11 

27 

-  -  free  settlers  can  have  a  fine  choice  of  convenient 
plots  of  good  land  in  this  district. 

H. 

•              M             " 

W.  H.  Ware  - 

3 

8 

-  •  free  settlers  can  have  a  fine  choice  of  capital 
land>  but  remotely  situated. 

I. 

Berbiee     - 

G.  Rose 

2 

57 

-  -  in  this  district  abandoned  lands  to  a  consider- 
able  extent  have  been  purchased  by  the  labourers. 

K. 

^                  '  . 

J.  Macleod    -         r 

8 

- 

-  -  in  this  district  but  little  land  is  out  of  cultiva- 

tion, and  scarcely  any  for  sale. 

L. 

» 

A.VanR.deGroot 

12 

73 

-  -  in  this  district  there  is  a  good  deal  of  waste  land, 
and  many  acres  have  been  bought  in  small  plots. 

M. 

9f 

J.  A.  Allen  - 

8 

4 

-  -  in  this  district  the  disposition  to  build  has  not 
been  very  manifest,  though  abundance  of  waste 
land. 

-  •  Georgetown  district.     Buildings  being  erected 

Town. 

Demerara  - 

George  Ross 

-     - 

- 

in  all  directions. 

74 

267 

November  1839. 


fT.  JB.  WoUeky^  Circuit  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


—No.  18.— 
(No.  188.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Governor's  Residence,  Demerara,  28  November  1839. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  Despatch, 
No.  10,  dated  September  30th,  disallowing  the  appointment  of  agents  for  the 
introduction  of  emigrants  from  the  islands. 

It  is  highly  satisfiBWjtory  to  me  to  find  that  I  viewed  such  appointments  to  be 
subject  to  the  fate  of  the  ordinance  for  introducing  emigrants,  which,  being  dis- 
allowed by  Her  Majesty,  I  immediately  cancelled  the  only  appointment  I  had 
made,  which  was  at  Barbados. 

My  letter  to  the  Governor-general  of  the  Windward  Islands,  of  which  I  have 
the  honour  to  transmit  a  copy,  will  show  also,  that  however  anxious  I  was  to 

J  51,  D  2  obtain 
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BRITISH  GUUNA.  obtaiii  labourers  for  this  colony,  I  had  no  wish  to  take  any  undue  advantage,  or 
encourage  unjustifiable  means  to  induce  labourers  to  emigrate  to  this  colony. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 
Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

(signed)  Henry  Light. 

j^^j^g  P,S.  I  also  enclose  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  my  orders  to  the  agent 
respecting  his  conduct  at  Barbados. 


Enclosure  1,  in  No.  18. 
Sir,  Government  Secretary's  Office,  18  September  1839. 

End.  1,  in  No.  i8.  His  Excellency  the  Governor  desires  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters  of  the 
13th  and  14th  of  the  present  month,  and  to  acquaint  you  that,  in  consequence  of  the  dis- 
allowance by  Her  Majesty  of  the  Immigration  Ordinance,  the  necessity  of  your  appointment 
as  agent  no  longer  exists,  and  that  you  will  consider  the  commission  you  received  from  his 
Excellency  to  be  cancelled  from  the  moment  you  receive  this  communication. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        W.  B.  Wolseley, 

Assistant  Government  Secretary. 

(True  copy.) 
Thomas  Day,  Esq.,  Charles  Whinjield, 

&c.  &c.  Acting  Government  Secretary. 


Enclosure  2,  in  No.  18. 

Sir,  Demerara,  18  September  1839. 

End.  2,  in  No.  i8.  I  have  perceived  with  great  regret  that  the  agent,  Mr.  Day,  appointed  to  obtain  emigrants 
for  this  colony,  had,  at  Barbados,  disregarded  your  Excellency's  recommendation  to  see  the 
Solicitor-general  before  publishing  any  advertisement  in  the  papers  of  that  island.  As  soon 
as  this  circumstance  came  to  my  knowledge,  I  had  a  letter  written  to  Mr.  Day,  of  which  the 
annexed  is  a  copy.  Since  then,  having  had  notice  of  Mr.  Day's  interview  with  the  Solicitor- 
general,  and  of  the  declaration  he  made  on  that  occasion,  **  that  his  object  was  to  raise  the 
wages  of  the  labourers  at  Barbados  by  promoting  emigration,"  I  must  disavow  such  bein^ 
the  object  of  Mr.  Day's  agency,  and  should  have  removed  him  on  those  grounds  alone  had 
not  the  disallowance  of  our  Emigration  Ordinance  at  once  annulled  his  appointment.  A  copy 
of  Mr.  Day's  recall  I  herewith  annex. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        H.  Light. 
(True  copy.) 

Charles  WhiMfield, 

Acting  (jovernment  Secretary. 

His  Excellency  Major-general  Sir  E.  J.  M.  McGregor, 

Governor  of  the  Windward  Islands, 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  3,  in  No.  18. 
Sir,  Georgetown,  Demerara,  10  September  1839. 

End.  3,  in  No.  i8.  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters  of  the  28th  of  August  and  2d  of  Sep- 
tember, the  former  announcing  your  arrival  at  Barbados,  the  latter  communicating  your 
having  had  an  interview  with  his  Excellency  Sir  Evan  McGregor.  Having  laid  these  com- 
munications before  the  Governor,  I  am  desired  to  express  His  Excellency's  regret  that  you 
should  not  have  complied  with  Sir  Evan  McGregor's  repeated  recommendation,  "  to  see  the 
Attorney-general  before  circulating  your  address;"  the  circumstance  of  your  having  twice 
called  without  finding  the  Attorney-general  at  home  does  not,  in  his  Excellency's  opinion, 
justify  your  departure  from  the  injunctions  which  Sir  Evan  McGregor  had  prescribed  for  your 
guidance,  particularly  when  you  were  informed  that  the  Attorney-general  was  in  the  country. 
I  am  to  desire  that  you  will  be  extremely  cautious  in  your  proceedings  not  to  incur  the 
displeasure  of  Sir  Evan  McGregor  by  the  employment  of  what  you  term  *' coadjutors  and 
emissaries,"  to  seduce  the  Barbados  labourer  to  emigrate  to  this  colony.  Your  mission  will 
be  sufficiently  known  by  your  advertisement  in  the  public  newspapers;  and  it  is  not  required 
that  you  should  use  any  greater  persuasion  than  that  which  will  naturally  arise  from  a  fair, 
honest  and  unexaggerated  account  of  the  condition  of  the  Guiana  labourer. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         W.  B.  Wolselej/, 

Assistant  Government  Secretary. 

(True  copy.) 
Thomas  Day,  Esq.,  Barbados,  Charles  Whinfieldy 

&c.  &c.  &c.  Acting  Government  Secretary. 
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—  No.  19.— 
(No.  192.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Governor's  Residence,  Demerara,  2  Dec.  1839. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  the  returns  of  the  stipendiary  magistrates  for 
the  month  of  October,  with  summary  by  Mr.  Wolseley. 

The  rural  districts  are  almost  free  from  complaints  or  disputes.  It  is  only  in 
Georgetown,  where,  from  the  numerous  masters  or  employers,  disputes  arise. 
Mr.  Ross  deserves  great  credit  for  the  patience  with  which  he  treats  them,  and 
the  apparent  confidence  given  to  his  decision,  scarcely  more  than  one  appeal 
having  been  made  to  me  against  them  for  many  months,  either  by  employer 
or  employed. 

I  have  the  honour  also  to  transmit  Mr.  Wolseley's  report  of  his  circuit  during 
the  last  month  in  Essequibo  and  Demerara,  chiefly  to  inquire  into  state  of 
emigrants  from  the  islands  and  elsewhere,  the  Coolies  excepted,  whose  state  will 
form  a  separate  report. 

I  have  great  satisfaction  in  reporting  that  a  much  more  steady  disposition  to 
work  continuously  is  evinced  in  all  parts  of  the  colony,  even  on  estates  least 
fortunate  in  their  mode  of  management. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)  Henry  Light. 


BRITISH 
GUIANA. 


No.  19. 


Enclosure  in  No.  19. 
British  Guiana.— EPITQME  of  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates'  Records  of  Complaints  for  October  1839. 


Mogbtrates. 


J.  Madeod  - 
G.Ball  - 
T.  Coleman  - 
J.W.Brittain 
J.  O.  L.  Mure 
C.  H.  Strutt  - 
J.  A.  Allen     - 

A.  M.  Lyons  - 


D.  Maclennan 


G.  Rose 
W.  H.  Ware 

O.  Ross 


A.  Van  R.  de  Groot 


151, 


Total 
No.  of 
Cases. 


1 

2 

53 


sick. 


Nature  of  Offences. 


-  -  Complaints  by  labourers  against  their  em- 
ployers for  withholding  wages. 

-  -  Complaint  by  labourer  and  his  wife  against 
employer  for  witnholding  wages. 

•  -  1  complaint  by  employer  aeainst  3  in- 
dentured labourers  for  having  len  his  service 
and  engaged  themselves  to  work  elsewhere. 

1  complaint  by  employer  against  an  inden- 
tured labourer  for  not  performing  more  than 
half  his  stipulated  work  for  a  period  of  3  weeks. 

1  complaint  by  employer  against  an  inden- 
tured female  labourer  for  refusing  to  do  any 
work.     Excuse  refuted  by  doctor. 

•  -  Complaint  by  employer  against  labourer  for 
stealing  plantains. 

-  -  1  complaint  by  employer  against  an  inden- 
tured German  sugar-boiler  for  neglect  of  and 
repeated  absence  from  work. 

1.  Same  individual  repeats  the  oflTence. 

-  -  43  disputed  claims  for  wages,  principally  be- 
tween carpenters,  coopers,  bricklayers,  &c.  and 
their  employers. 

8.  Non-performance  and  neglect  of  work  by 
indentured  servants. 

1  an  assault  by  a  master  carpenter  upon  one 
of  his  journeymen. 

1  breach  of  agreement  in  absconding  with 
money  advanced  for  the  performance  of  certain 
services. 


How  disposed  of. 


both  compromised  and  settled. 

-  -  claim  substantiated  and  paid,  with 
2  dollars'  compensation  for  loss   of 
time  in  preferring  their  complaint. 
•  -  complaint  withdrawn,  the  accused 
agreeing  to  make  up  lost  time. 

fined  6  dollars. 


6  days*  solitary  imprisonment. 

-  -  referred  to  the  Inferior  Criminal 

Court. 

10  days'  imprisonment. 


-  -   14  days'  imprisonment,  and  the 
loss  of  one  month's  wages. 

-  -  5  dismissed ;  the  remainder  ad- 
justed according  to  the  evidence. 

-  1  dismissed;  others  mulcted  of  wages 
or  ordered  to  make  up  absent  time, 
dismissed. 

-  .  fined  3  dollars,  or,  in  default,  3 
days'  solitary  imprisonment. 


W.  B.  WoUeky^  Circuit  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 
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Summary  Report  of  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates'  Records  of  Complaints  for  the  Month 

of  October  1839. 

Messrs.  Stipendiary  Justices  Ball,  Brittam,  Coleman,  M'Leod,  Mure,  and  Strutt,  report 
to  have  had  no  complamts  for  adjudication  in  the  course  of  last  month. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  De  Groot  has  been  on  sick  leave. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Allen's  record  contains  two  cases  of  complaints  by  labourers 
Ugainst  employers  for  v^ithholdiug  wages ;  in  one  case,  that  of  an  indentured  labourer,  for 
two  years  and  a  half.  The  labourer  was,  however,  in  the  receipt  of  allowances  of  food  and 
clothinff,  and  it  is  probable  was  a  notorious  skulker,  doing  but  little  for  her  employer.  It 
was  only  latterly  tnat  she  ever  preferred  any  complaint.  This  case  is  reported  to  have  been 
amicably  compromised  by  an  award  in  the  labourer's  favour  of  wages  for  one  year  and  a 
quarter,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  per  month,  as  per  indenture. 

The  other  case  was  also  compromised,  and  the  claim  of  one  dollar  paid. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Lyon's  record  contains  one  case,  a  complaint  by  a  labourer  and 
his  wife  against  tneir  employer  for  withholding  wages.  The  accused  neglected  to  attend^ 
and  sentence  in  favour  of  the  complainants  was  passed,  with  two  dollars  over  and  above 
their  claim,  by  way  of  compensation  for  lost  time  in  preferring  their  complaint. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  MacJennan's  record  contains  three  cases : 

1st.  A  complaint  by  employer  against  three  indentured  labourers,  for  having  left  his^ 
service  and  engaged  themselves  to  work  elsewhere. 

Complaint  withdrawn,  the  accused  agreeing  to  make  up  lost  time. 

2d.  A  complaint  by  employer  against  indented  labourer  for  not  performing  more  than 
half  of  stipulated  work  for  a  period  of  three  weeks. 

Proven,  and  the  accused  fined  six  dollars,  equal  to  three  weeks'  wages. 

3d.  Complaint  of  employer  against  indentured  female  labourer,  for  refusing  to  do  any 
work. 

Accused  states,  in  defaace,  that  she  was  not  in  good  health.  The  testimony  of  the  doctor 
is,  however,  at  variance  with  this  statement. 

Sentence,  six  days'  solitary  imprisonment. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Rose's  record  contains  one  case ;  a  labourer  convicted  of  stealing 
plantains.     Referred  to  the  Inferior  Criminal  Court. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Ware's  record  contains  two  convictions  of  the  same  individual, 
for  non-performance  of  his  stipulated  work ;  a  German  sugar-boiler,  under  indentures  to 
the  Venerable  Archdeacon  Austin. 

The  accused  had  frequently  been  reprimanded  to  no  purpose,  and  could  give  no  sufficient 
excuse  for  repeated  absence  u'om  his  work. 

On  the  first  occasion  he  is  sentenced  to  be  imprisoned  for  10  days  ;  for  the  second  ofience 
to  14  days'  imprisonment  and  the  loss  of  one  month's  wages. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Ross's  record  of  complaints  for  the  Georgetown  district  contains 
53  cases,  of  which  43  are  disputed  claims  for  wa^es,  principally  between  carpenters,  coopers, 
bricklayers,  &c.  and  their  employers ;  eight  agamst  articled  servants  for  non-performance 
and  neglect  of  work,  of  which  one  case  was  dismissed,  and  two  others,  according  to  the  evi«- 
dence,  either  mulcted  of  wages  or  ordered  to  make  up  lost  time. 

One,  an  assault  by  a  master  carpenter  upon  his  journeyman,  dismissed ;  and  one  for  breach 
of  agjreement,  the  accused  having  absconded  with  money  advanced  for  the  performance  of 
certain  services. 

RespectfiiUy  submitted  by 

TT,  jB.  WoUeley, 

Circuit  Stipendiary  Magistrate- 


COPY  of  the  Circuit  Magistrate's  Journal,  on  an  Official  Tour  in  the  County  of  Essequibo. 

Thursday,  14th  November. — At  10  A.  m.  left  Georgetown  per  steamer,  and  landed  at  the 
police  station  at  Leguan  at  half-past  12.  The  district  magistrate  not  being  at  home,  bor- 
Bowed  one  of  the  police  horses,  and  visited  Belfield  and  Henrietta,  the  only  two  estates  on 
the  island  on  which  there  are  indentured  agricultural  labourers,  viz.,  at  Belfield,  seven  from 
Dominica,  whose  teim  of  service  expires  on  the  14th  of  next  month ;  at  Henrietta,  eight  from 
Anguilla,  whose  term  of  service  will  be  up  in  September  1840. 

On  both  these  estates  every  condition  of  the  mdentures^  except  that  which  prescribes  the 
period  of  service,  has  been  cancelled  by  mutual  consent,  and  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
stipendiary  magistrate ;  and  in  lieu  thereof  the  labourers  receive  precisely  the  same  rate  of 
wages  as  the  other  labourers  on  the  estate.  The  houses  on  both  estates  are  in  very  good 
order. 

In  addition  to  these  15  indentured  agricultural  labourers,  there  are  four  Lascars  from 
Bombay,  indentured  as  sailors  and  boatmen  to  Plantation  Success ;  these  are  employed  ex- 
clusively in  the  drogher  and  boats  of  the  estate ;  they  receive  10  and  12  dollars  per  month, 
and  have  been  oflered  their  discharge  whenever  they  may  wish  to  obtain  it. 

Five  p.  m.  returned  to  the  district  magistrate's,  and  there  slept. 

Friday, 
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Friday,  16th  November. — Proceeded,  soon  after  daylight,  in  company  with  the  district  BRITISH 

magistrate,  to  Plantation  Vrow  Anna;  there  borrowed  a  boat,  and  crossed  over  to  Hogg         GUIANA. 
Island.  Visited  Plantation  Johanna,  where  there  are  17  agricultural  labourers  from  Antigua,        — _»«^«. 
whose  term  of  service  expires  on  the  13th  June  next ;  these  likewise  have  been  placed  upon 
precisely  the  same  footing  as  the  other  labourers.  Their  houses  are  ^ood ;  they  had  no  com- 

I^laint  to  prefer,  and  their  manager  expresses  himself  perfectly  satisfied  with  them.  From 
ohanna,  went  on  to  Hoop  en  Vries.  Tne  only  indentured  people  on  this  estate  are  four  men 
and  two  women  from  Germany,  whose  perioa  of  service,  ot  one  year,  will  expire  in  February 
next.  This  property  has,  however,  lately  received  146  Maltese  labourers  (men,  women, 
and  children),  accompanied  by  a  priest,  a  medical  man,  and  an  interpreter,  imported  in  the 
ship  Louisa  on  the  4th  instant.  These  people  are  to  remain  unfettered  by  any  contract ;  the 
party  importing  them  intending  to  appeal  to  the  Court  of  Policy  for  repayment  of  the  expense 
of  their  introduction,  the  expedition  having  been  undertaken  upon  the  faith  of  the  Immigra- 
ti<m  Ordnance,  which,  for  the  period  between  the  date  of  passing  and  the  publication  in  the 
colony  of  Her  Majesty's  disallowance,  was,  it  is  maintained,  in  fiill  force  and  effect  to  all 
intents  and  purposes.  Whatever  maybe  the  result,  the  attorney  of  the  estate  entertains  con* 
fident  hopes  that  the  terms  he  purposes  offering  these  people  will  be  such  as  will  induce  them 
to  continue  in  his  service.  A  flattering  report  of  the  condition  of  the  houses  on  this  property, 
and  of  the  liberality  of  its  representative,  is  on  record  in  the  Government  Secretary's  Office 
(Special  Justices  Allen  and  Ball,  7th  February  1839);  and  an  advertisement  has  just 
appeared  in  the  newspapers,  calling  for  tenders  for  the  erection  of  a  chapel  and  four  more 
cottages. 

The  Maltese  had  this  day  been  10  days  at  Hoop  en  Vries,  and  no  case  of  sickness  had 
occurred  among  them ;  they  appeared  in  excellent  spirits;  and  with  judicious  management 
may  become  a  great  acauisition  to  this  previously  deficient  property ;  indeed,  more,  for  were 
they  to  settle  down  and  oecome  an  industrious,  well-behavea  community,  an  attraction  would 
be  presented  to  their  countrymen,  and  Hogg  Island,  so  proverbial  for  the  fertility  of  its  soil, 
though  having  now  but  three  estates  upon  it,  might  rival  her  sister  islands  in  the  Essequibo, 
which,  in  point  of  size,  she  very  nearly  doubles. 

At  12  o'clock  hired  a  boat,  parted  with  the  district  magistrate,  and  proceeded  to  Wake- 
naam;  landed  at  Plantation  Palmyra,  the  nearest  estate  on  which  indentured  labourers  are 
located. 

On  this  property  there  are  two  from  Dominica,  whose  period  of  service  expires  next  month ; 
16  from  Martmique,  idem  on  16th  February  next ;  and  one  native  of  Germany,  whose  time 
will  be  up  on  the  14th  February.  The  houses  on  this  estate  are  not  surpassed  by  any  in  the 
colony.  The  indentured  and  other  labourers  are  precisely  on  the  same  footing.  The  manager 
and  labourers  are  mutually  satisfied;  and  a  flourishing  school,  under  the  Mico  Charity,  adds 
to  the  attractions  of  this  enviable  looking  property. 

From  Palmyra  went  on  to  Maria's  Pleasure,  where  there  are  15  indentured  labourers  from 
the  Bahamas  and  two  from  Germany ;  the  indentures  of  the  former  expire  in  February  next, 
and  of  the  latter  on  1st  March.  These  people  are  receiving  the  same  wages  and  allowances 
as  the  other  labourers ;  and  the  mani^er  speaks  of  those  from  the  Bah^as  in  the  highest 
terms  of  praise.    The  houses  will  bear  comparison  with  any  in  the  colony. 

From  Maria's  Pleasure  proceeded  to  Plantation  Caledonia,  and  there  slept 

On  this  property  there  are  26  indentured  labourers  fix>m  the  Bahamas,  of  whom  one  will 
have  served  his  time  on  the  11th  April,  and  the  others  on  the  16th  June  1841. 

This  is  the  only  estate  in  the  district  on  which  the  indentured  people,  from  their  own 
choice,  are  not  on  the  same  footing  as  the  other  labourers ;  they  receive,  per  indenture,  four 
dollars  per  month,  and  all  the  allowances  formerly  given  to  apprenticed  labourers.  The  pay- 
book,  however,  shows  that  most  of  them  realize,  by  extra  labour,  from  one  guilder  to  hsdf-a- 
doUar  per  diem.  These  people  were  at  one  time  (in  June  last)  rather  refractory,  and  were 
admomshed  by  the  Governor ;  they  have  since  uniformly  behaved  well,  and  the  best  under- 
standing exists  between  the  resident  attorney  (Mr.  Ross)  and  themselves.  This  gentleman, 
by-theJoye,  was  the  first  to  abolish  the  use  of  tJie  whip  in  British  Guiana.  The  cottages 
liere  are  excellent,  and  amply  sufficient  to  accommodate  20  more  labourers  than  are  now  on 
the  property. 

Saturday  momine,  16th  November. — Heavy  rains;  found  it  impossible  to  visit  "Zulan- 
dia,"  ^  Sans  souci, '  and  "  Moor  Farm,"  the  only  remaining  estates  at  Wakenaam  on  which 
there  are  indentured  servants ;  all  however  have  been  placed  on  precisely  the  same  footing  as 
the  other  labourers. 

At  Zulandia  there  are  30  Portuguese,  whose  indentures  will  expire  on  the  15th  August 
next 

At "  Sans  souci,"  12  miles  from  Anguilla,  and  St.  Martin's,  whose  term  of  service  will  be 
up  in  September  next,  and  at  "  Moor  Farm,"  a  cattle  and  plantain  estate  belonging  to  the 
attorney  of  Caledonia,  there  are  1 0  indentured  people  from  the  Bahamas,  bound  to  serve  to  the 
16th  June,  1841.  At  10  a.m.  (Saturday,  16th  November),  proceeded  to  the  opposite  side  of 
the  island,  hired  a  boat  and  crossed  over  to  the  Essequibo  coast ;  disembarked  at  Hibemia, 
there  met  the  district  magistrate  and  re-embarked  for  Tiger  Island  ;  landed  at  Plantation 
Sophienberg,  where  there  are  11  indentured  labourers  from  the  Bahamas,  whose  term  of  service 
i¥ill  be  up  on  the  29th  of  May  next.  These  people  have  been  placed  on  the  same  footing  as 
the  other  labourers,  with  this  difference,  that  they  receive  clothing  in  addition  to  their  wages  ; 
the  houses  are  good  and  comfortable ;  the  people  were  working  pretty  well ;  they  had  no 
complaint  (say  grievance  to  complain  of ),  but  two  of  the  number,  "William"  and  "John 
Baptist,"  had  absconded  from  the  island.    At  3  p.m.  re-embarked  for  the  Main  and  pro- 

151.  D  4  ceeded 


Digitized  by 


Google 


32  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 

BRITISH         ceeded  to  Plantation  ''Good  Intent."     On  this  estate  there  are  11  Bahama  labourers  bound 
GUIANA.        to  the  24th  August  1841.     (Indentures  witnessed  by  Special  Justice  Ross^  in  Georgetown, as 
■  were  those  of  the  people  at  Caledonia.)     In  all  other  respects  they  are  placed  on  the  same 

footing  as  the  other  labourers,  with  the  advantage,  in  addition,  of  clothing.  The  houses  are 
numerous,  and  very  good  ;  the  people  at  times  working  badly,  but  no  positive  complaint  was 
preferred,  and  the  cause  for  complaint  evidently  was  on  the  employer's  side,  since  he  by  in- 
aenture  has  enraged  to  give  them  eight  dollars  per  month  for  the  ordinary  labour  of  seven 
hours  and  a  half. 

From  "  Good  Intent"  went  to  "  Huist  Dieren,"  and  there  slept.  There  are  16  indentured 
Anguilla  labourers  whose  term  of  service  expires  in  April  and  June  next;  in  all  other 
respects  they  are  on  the  same  footing  as  the  other  labourers,  with  the  advantage  of  clothing. 
These,  like  all  the  other  West  India  islanders,  have  intermarried,  and  ceased  to  be  a  separate 
body  from  the  other  labourers ;  their  houses  are  good,  and  the  people  so  little  likelj  to 
better  themselves  by  a  change,  that  they  will  no  doubt  continue,  even  after  their  time  expires. 
Thus  far,  I  know  of  no  estate  in  either  of  these  two  districts,  to  which  the  same  remaric  may 
not  be  e(]^ually  applicable.  A  mutually  advantageous  understanding  has  been  engendered 
(by  the  circumstances  of  the  times)  between  servant  and  employer ;  and  it  may  be  fairly 
presumed  that  but  few  migrations  will  take  place,  even  when  mdentures  fall  in,  so  well  does 
each  party  now  begin  to  comprehend  theu*  relative  interests. 

Sunday  morning,  17th  November. — At  seven  started  for  Plantation  Union,  in  company 
with  the  stipendiary  magistrate  of  the  district.  On  this  estate  there  are  25  indentured 
labourers  from  Anguilla,  whose  period  of  service  will  be  up  on  the  21st  of  September  1840; 
they  receive  the  same  wages  as  the  other  labourers,  and  clothing  in  addition ;  they  are  so 
mixed  up  and  intermarried  with  the  estates'  people  as  no  longer  to  be  a  distinct  body ;  the 
houses  are  in  the  old  style,  but  generally  good  and  comfortable.  This  being  the  last  estate 
in  District  (G.)  on  whicn  tiiere  are  any  indentured  labourers  (those  at  Daguaad  and  Mocha 
having  had  their  indentures  altogether  cancelled),  parted  company  with  me  district  xmm- 
trate,  and  proceeded  immediately  to  "Anna  Regina,"  to  inauire  into  the  state  of  the  Coolies 
on  that  property  (for  which  vide  Special  Report).  In  the  afternoon  saw  the  Germans 
on  Plantation  **  Reliance.''  These  people,  originally  24  in  number,  arrived  on  the  estate 
on  the  18th  of  last  month ;  consequently  at  this  date  had  been  there  one  month  and 
two  days.  Eight  had  been  attacked  with  fever,  of  whom  two  had  died ;  the  others  were 
convalescent. 

Eighteen  of  these  people,  after  they  had  been  some  days  on  the  estate,  entered  into 
indentures  for  one  year.  A  copy  of  the  indenture  has  been  transmitted  to  his  Excellency 
Inr  the  district  magistrate.  They  *  have  chiefly  been  employed  in  weeding  and  jobbing 
about  the  works  fbuildings),  and  from  present  appearances  the  probability  is  that  they 
will  gradually  become  inured  to  the  climate,  and  eventually  a  serviceable  acquisition  to  the 
property. 

Monday,  18th  November,  seven  a.  m. — Left  plantation  Reliance,  for  Airy  Hall ;  emr 
barked  at  10  on  board  the  steamer,  and  landed  in  Georgetown  at  half-past  four  p.  m. 


Gmeral  Remarks. 

It  is  impossible  to  traverse  the  various  districts  of  the  colony  without  being  forcibly  struck 
with  the  progressive  improvement  that  is  taking  place  in  the  labourers'  cottages ;  scarcely 
an  estate  is  to  be  seen  that  has  not  been  addmg  in  this  respect  to  the  comfort  of  the 
labourers. 

With  regard  to  the  present  year's  crop,  the  deficiency,  compared  with  that  of  last  year, 
it  is  stated  will  be  more  than  one-third.  And  as  to  the  state  of  cultivation  for  the  next 
crop,  many  complain  that  weeding  and  trenching  have  been  so  materially  n^lected  from 
want  of  labour,  tliat  a  better  than  that  of  the  present  year  cannot  be  expected.  One  and 
all  are  agreed  that  immigration  is  the  only  chance  of  the  crops  of  former  years  being  again 
realized,  and  from  the  number  of  cottages  springing  up  in  all  directions,  and  the  harmony 
which  seems  everywhere  to  prevail  between  servant  and  master,  it  would  seem  the  planters 
are  not  altogether  without  hopes,  reasonably  enough  too,  that  the  existing  restrictions  upon 
en^ration  to  this  colony  will  soon  be  relaxed. 

Tne  efficient  pcdbrmance  of  the  circuit  magistrate's  duties  is  very  much  impeded  by 
the  want  of  stellings  at  the  different  places  where  the  steamer  lands  passengers ;  inasmucn 
as  he  is  now  prevented  taking  his  own  horse,  and,  for  his  conveyance  from  one  station  to 
another,  is  unavoidably  obliged  to  solicit  and  accept  accommodation  which,  it  might  be 
supposed,  would  materially  infringe  upon  his  independence  of  action.  Whether  this  be  so 
or  not.  the  inconvenience  to  him  is  considerable,  and  the  efficiency  of  his  services  is  much 
impaired. 

(signed)         W.  B.  Wobeley, 

19  November  1839.  Circuit  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 
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BRITISH 
Recapitulation  of  Estates  visited,  with  number  of  Indentured  Labourers  thereon,  GUIANA, 

between  Idth  and  18th  November,  both  days  included.  ' 

Island  Lignan  -  Plantation  Belfield  -  -  7 

—  -            —      Henrietta  -  -  8 

—  -            —      Success  -  -  4 
Hogg  Island  -            —      Johanna  -  -  17 

—  -  ~      Hoop  en  Vries       -        6 

—  -  —        -        —      -        -     146  Maltese  not  indentured. 
Island  Wakmaam            —      Palmyra        -        -      19 

—  -  —  Maria's  Pleasure  17 

—  -  —  Caledonia  -  -  26 
Tiger  Island  -  —  Sophienberg  -  11 
Essequibo  Coast  —  Good  Intent  -  11 

—  -  —  Hurst  Dieren  -  16 

—  -  —  Union  -         -  -  26 

—  -  —  Reliance        -  -  17 

—  -  —  Anna  Regina  -  40  Coolies. 

(signed)         W.  B.  WoheUy, 

Circuit  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


Continuation  of  the  Circuit  Magistrate's  Journal,  commencing  with  his  Return  from  the 
Essequibo  Coast,  on  Monday  Evening,  18th  November. 

Tuesday,  19th  November. — A  court  of  petty  sessions  for  the  trial  of  offences  under  Her 
Majesty's  Order  in  Council,  regulating  contracts  of  service,  having  been  appointed  to  be 
held  this  day  at  plantation  Vlessinser,  attended  with  the  district  magistrate  at  10  o'clock, 
and  finding  no  case  for  trial,  passed  the  remainder  of  the  day  in  Government  Secretary's 
office. 

The  only  estate  on  which  any  indented  labourers  are  located  in  this  district  being  at  no 
distance  from  town  (La  Penitence),  deemed  it  advisable  to  defer  their  inspection  to  some 
morning  or  afternoon,  rather  than  unnecessarily  to  devote  office  hours  to  that  object. 

Wednesday,  20th  November. — Attended  a  court  of  petty  sessions  ut  supra,  at  the 
district  magistrate's  office,  on  plantation  Vryheid's  Lust.     No  case  for  trial. 

The  only  indented  labourers  in  this  district  were,  four  from  Anguilla,  one  from  Nevis, 
and  one  from  Trinidad,  employed  upon  plantation  Vigilance ;  the  term  of  service  of  two 
expired  last  month ;  the  other  four,  who  nad  one  year  more  to  serve,  had  left  the  estate  of 
their  own  accord,  and  the  employer  sets  so  little  value  on  their  services,  as  to  have  no 
intention  of  taking  any  steps  to  induce  them  to  return. 

This  district  has  recently  displayed  a  very  striking  illustration  of  the  facility  with  which 
the  labourers  of  this  colony  can  accumulate  considerable  sums  of  money.  About  25  of 
them  have  lately  purchased  the  cattle  farm  called  North  Brook,  formerly  the  property  of 
the  late  Mr.  Hugh  Rogers,  about  18  miles  from  Georgetown,  and  seven  from  Mahaica ;  for 
which,  upon  being  put  in  possession,  they  paid  down  8,000  dollars,  leaving  an  instalment 
of  2,000  dollars  to  complete  the  purchase ;  this  balance  they  have  no  reserve  in  declaring 
they  could  likewise  have  paid  down,  but  prudently  withheld  it  for  the  purpose  of  repairing 
the  buildings,  and  putting  the  drainage  of  the  estate  in  a  proper  state  for  cultivation. 

Thursday,  21st  November. — Attended  a  court  of  petty  sessions  at  the  district  magistrate's 
office,  on  plantation  Peter's  Hall ;  there  being  no  case,  for  trial,  proceeded  to  plantations  Great 
Diamond  and  Eccles,  the  only  estates  in  the  district  having  indentured  labourers,  viz. : — 

Upon  the  Great  Diamond,  69— men,  women,  and  children,  from  the  Bahamas  and  lice- 
ward  Islands ;  these  were  all  indentured  for  three  yeare  on  their  arrival,  in  the  presence 
of  special  justices  Allen  and  Ross ;  the  men  to  receive  five  dollars,  and  the  women  four 
dollars  per  month,  with  provisions,  clothing,  lodging,  medicine,  and  medical  attendance  in 
addition.  They  have  since  been  offered  to  be  placed,  with  regard  to  wages,  upon  the  same 
footing  as  the  other  labourers,  but  prefer  the  terms  of  their  indentures ;  most  of  them  per- 
form extra  work,  and  several  earn  from  6  to  12  dollars  per  month.  An  Antigua  man,  by  the 
name  of  Richard  Warner,  frequently  makes  12  dollars  per  month ;  there  are  four  whose 
terms  of  service  extends  to  June  1841 ;  the  others  will  all  have  served  their  time  in  the  course 
of  next  year. 

There  are  three  or  four  of  these  people  with  sores  on  their  feet  and  legs,  which  might 
easily  be  cured  were  they  confined  to  the  hospital ;  the  proprietor  of  the  estate,  however, 
who  resides  there  himself,  does  not  consider  he  can  legally  enforce  their  continuance  in  the 
hospital,  although  by  the  terms  of  their  indenture  they  are  bound  to  conform  to  hospital  dis- 
ciplme  and  regulations.  These  sores  give  them  an  exemption  from  labour  in  their  master's 
service,  yet  do  not  preclude  their  working  for  themselves ;  and  thus,  with  the  assistance  of 
improper  food  and  spirits,  no  progress  can  be  made  towards  a  cure.  The  labourers'  houses 
are  good,  and  the  people  in  general  healthy. 

From  this  estate  went  on  to  plantation  Eccles,  where  there  are  66  indentured  labourers 
from  the  Bahamas,  whose  term  of  service  of  three  years  will  expire  in  November  1840  ;  they 
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BRITISH         have,  however,  been  all  placed  upon  the  same  footing  in  point  of  wages  as  the  other  iabour- 

GUIAN  A.        ers,  and  readily  accomplish,  what  is  generally  the  case  throughout  the  colony,  their  stipulated 

-  day's  work  in  from  five  to  six  hours ;  thus  leaving  to  themselves  a  considerable  portion  of 

the  day  for  employment  in  their  own  gardens,  or  for  the  performance  of  extra  labour  in  their 

master's  service. 

The  houses  upon  this  property  are  of  the  best  description. 

From  this  estate  to  Georgetown,  a  distance  of  but  three  miles,  upwards  of  40  new  cot- 
tages for  labourers  have  been  built  and  are  building,  each  costing  from  90/.  to  100/.  sterling, 
and  exhibitiiig  an  outlay  of  about  4,000/.  sterling ;  some  little  proof  that  the  planters  are 
adding  to  the  comforts  of  their  present  labourers,  and  preparing  suitable  accommodation 
for  others. 

Friday,  22d  November. — Crossed  the  river  to  attend  a  court  of  petty  sessions  at  Goed 
Fortuin ;  there  being  no  case  for  trial,  and  the  distance  to  Maria's  Lodge,  the  only  estate  in 
the  district  on  which  there  are  any  indentured  labourers,  being  beyond  reach  on  a  borrowed 
horse,  and  the  tide  bein^  unsuitable  to  undertake  the  journey  by  water,  deferred  this  inspec- 
tion to  a  future  day,  and  returned  to  Georgetown. 

Saturday,  November  23d. — Crossed  the  river,  and  proceeded  to  the  pdice-station  at  Edin- 
burgh to  attend  a  court  of  petty  sessions,  in  conformity  with  his  Excellency's  appointment; 
findmg  there  to  be  no  case  for  trial,  accompanied  the  district  magistrate  to  plantations  Vrees 
en  Hoop,  Met  en  Meerzorg,  and  Waller's  Delight,  the  only  three  estates  in  the  district  on 
which  any  indentured  labourers  are  employed. 

On  Vrees  en  Hoop  there  were  not  long  since  22  indentured  labourers,  natives  of  Madeira, 
of  whom  16  came  to  the  colony  as  minors,  and  under  an  authority  from  the  chief  magis- 
trate at  Funchal  to  Captain  Rimmington,  in  whose  ship  they  were  brought  here,  were  inden- 
tured (on  3d  October  1835)  to  serve  upon  this  estate  until  they  should  severally  attain  the 
age  of  21  years.  Their  ages  upon  arrival  varied  from  8  to  16  years ;  those  of  10  were  to 
receive  one  dollar  per  month,  with  food,  clotliin^,  lodging,  and  medical  care ;  and  those 
under  16  years  half  a  dollar  per  month,  with  similar  allowances.  One  of  the  number  ob- 
tained his  release  some  months  ago  at  the  instance  of  the  district  magistrate,  by  whom  the 
discovery  was  made  that  the  boy  m  question  had  omitted  to  sign  the  general  indenture ; 
the  remainder,  with  the  exception  of  three  who  are  still  upon  the  property,  have  absconded 
at  different  times  since  Au^st  1838,  and  the  gentleman  into  whose  hands  the  property  has 
lately  passed  has  no  intention  of  taking  any  steps  either  to  reclaim  those  who  nave  leu,  or 
to  induce  those  who  remain  to  stay,  unless,  as  is  the  case  at  present,  with  their  own  free  will 
and  consent.  In  addition  to  these  three  lads  there  remain  of  the  adults  but  two,  who  are 
eaually  at  liberty  to  leave  the  estate,  but  at  present  show  no  disposition  to  do  so.  These 
laoourers  were  never  employed  in  any  other  woiiL  than  about  the  buildings. 

From  Vrees  en  Hoop  proceeded  to  Met  en  Meerzorg,  where  there  remained  but  two  inden- 
tured labourers  out  of  12  from  the  island  of  Cura^ oa,  who  were  bound  for  three  years  in 
March  1837 ;  the  others  had  all  left  the  estate  of  their  own  accord,  and  without  any  obstacle 
from  their  employer,  who  leaves  it  equally  optional  with  the  remaining  two  to  quit  or  not  as 
they  think  proper. 

The  cottages  on  this  estate  are  not  only  remarkably  good,  but  have  the  further  attraction 
of  being  eaily  painted ;  those  of  the  head  people  are  roofed  with  slates. 

Left  Met  en  Meerzorg  at  2  p.  m.  and  went  on  to  Waller's  Delight  Here  are  16  men  and 
19  women  firom  the  Bahamas,  who  were  brought  to  the  colony  al  an  immense  expense  to 
their  employer,  and  were  indentured  for  three  years  on  the  14th  May  1838 ;  they  occupy 
good  comfortable  detached  cottages,  and  receive,  the  men  one  guilder,  and  the  women  three 
bitts  per  diem,  with  a  bunch  of  plantain  as  a  bonus  at  the  end  of  the  week  if  they  work  the 
six  days ;  they  appear  perfectly  satisfied  in  every  respect.  At  hatf-post  four  left  Waller's 
Delight,  and  at  6  p.  m.  landed  in  Georgetown. 

General  Remarks. 

When  courts  of  petty  sessions  were  first  established,  monthly  contracts  of  service  existed 
almost  generally ;  whereas  at  present  (old  indentures  excepted)  there  is  scarcely  a  contract 
in  any  part  of  tlie  colony,  the  labourers  now  being  all  upon  the  footing  of  daily  labourers^ 
paid  weekly  or  monthly  as  they  themselves  prefer.  The  master,  from  the  extreme  scarcity 
of  labour,  nnds  conciliation  to  be  his  best  plan ;  it  is  consequently  now  a  rare  occurrence  for 
a  labourer  to  be  taken  before  a  magistrate  by  his  employer,  and  the  duties  of  the  district 
magistrates  are  almost  entirely  reduced  to  the  settlement  of  disputes  among  the  labourers 
themselves. 

(signed)         W.  B.  Wolseley, 

25  November  1839.  Circuit  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 
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—  No.  20.— 
(No.  155.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell  No.  20. 

My  Lord,  Governor's  Residence,  Demerara,  4  Dec.  1839. 

In  my  despatch  No.  185,  18th  November,  I  had  the  honour  of  stating  that 
a  purchase  had  been  made  of  the  abandoned  estate  Northbrook,  on  the  east 
coast  Demerara,  by  six  of  the  lately  emancipated  class;  the  accompanying 
petition  places  the  transaction  in  a  much  more  important  light,  and  I  have  the 
greatest  satisfaction  in  transmitting  it  to  your  Lordship,  as  a  proof  that  eman- 
cipation is  producing  its  eflPects,  that  the  former  slave  has  early  desired  to  raise 
his  condition  in  society,  that  he  knows  the  value  of  freedom,  his  rights,  and  his 
duties.  I  am  proud  to  place  this  petition  before  your  Lordship,  and  respectfiiUy 
to  advocate  that  portion  of  it  which  prays  that  Her  Majesty  will  dlow  the 
petitioners  to  call  their  acquisition  by  her  name. 

I  am  proud,  too,  that  this  petition  is  a  direct  contradiction  to  statements  made 
against  the  liberal  treatment  of  the  labourers  by  their  employers,  and  that  my 
views,  which  I  have  more  than  once  expressed  in  former  despatches,  respecting 
free  settlements  suddenly  and,  as  it  were,  prematurely  introduced,  were  correct. 
I  have  always  considered  that  interference  by  the  executive  would  not  be  con- 
ducive to  public  good,  would  unsettle  the  mmds  of  the  lately  emancipated,  and 
would  prove  as  injurious  to  themselves  as  to  their  employers. 

It  appears  by  this  petition,  that  the  estate  mentioned  has  been  purchased  by 
63  persons,  the  greatest  number  of  whom  are  headmen,  and  mechanics  in 
employment  on  the  neighbouring  estates,  and  has  actually  been  paid  for  out  of 
the  wages  received  since  the  1st  August  1838 ;  they  have  purchased  the  estate, 
consisting  of  500  acres,  with  the  laudable  view  of  having  an  independent  home, 
and  they  will  no  doubt  add  to  their  numbers  by  sale  of  portions  of  the  land  not 
required  for  their  own  use ;  but  I  understand  the  rules  they  have  drawn  up  for 
their  community  are  so  rigid  that  none  but  the  determinedly  industrious  and 
sober  will  be  tempted  to  obtain  a  settlement  amongst  them. 

Though  I  am  not  insensible  to  the  kind  expressions  of  the  petitioners  with 
r^ard  to  myself  personally,  yet  I  should  be  unworthy  of  my  position  here  if        ^ 
I  had  not  merited  them,  and  this  without  other  motive  than  duty.  * 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         Henry  Light. 


Enclosure  in  No.  20. 

To  his  &[cellency  Henry  Lights  Esq.  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  in  and  over  the     EncL  in  No.  2a 

Colony  of  British  Guiana. 

May  it  please  your  ExcfeUency, 
Sir, 

W  E,  the  undersigned  emancipated  labourers  of  this  district,  with  humble  submission  and 
respect,  approach  ^our  Excellency,  praying  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  pardon  our 
boldness  in  soliciting  your  Excellency's  attention  for  a  few  moments  whilst  we  enter  into 
details,  which  we  earnestly  hope  may  interest  your  Excellency,  and  gain  for  us  your  Excel- 
lency's approbation  and  assistance. 

On  the  7th  day  of  this  month  we  jointly  purchased  from  the  executors  of  the  late  Hugh 
Rogers,  esq.  for  the  sum  of  10,000  dfollars,  his  plantation  called  "  Northbrook,"  containing 
about  500  acres  of  land,  and  as  we  have  been  enabled  to  pay  the  purchase-money,  princi- 
pally from  out  of  our  savings,  since  we  obtained  our  freedom,  we  cannot  refrain  from 
expressing  how  thankful,  how  grateful  we  are,  how  indebted  we  shall  ever  be  to  all  those 
noble-minded  individuals  who  were  mainly  instrumental  in  procuring  and  giving  us  that  free- 
dom. We  reflect  with  indescribable  pleasure  upon  the  fact,  that  high  and  low  took  part 
on  our  side ;  we  remember,  and  we  will  teach  our  children  to  remember,  with  lasting  grati- 
tude, that  even  the  Sovereign,  whilst  seated  upon  the  throne  of  England,  condescended  to 
be  our  friend ;  we  shall  never  forget  the  benefits  we  received  (under  Divine  Providence) 
from  our  late  good  King  William,  of  blessed  memory ;  we  cannot  forget  what  benefits  we 

151.  E  2  have 


Digitized  by 


Google 


36 


PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 


BRITISH  have  received  and  are  daily  receiving,  what  blessings  we  are  constantly  enjoying  under  the 
GUIANA.  benignant  sceptre  of  his  illustrious  niece  and  successor,  our  present  dear  young  Queen 
■^- .        Victoria,  whom  may  God  bless  and  preserve  to  us  for  many,  very  many  future  years. 

We  know  that  to  the  individual  act  of  Her  Majesty  we  owe  tne  happiness  of  having  your 
Excellency  here,  as  our  ruler  and  Governor,  in  her  name ;  your  Excellency  is  too  exalted  in 
station  to 'listen  to  praise  and  commendation,  and  we  too  humble  to  offer  them ;  but  we  may 
be  allowed  to  state,  with  thankfulness,  that  every  act  of  your  Excellency's  administration^ 
with  reference  to  us  and  to  the  body  to  which  we  belong,  has  been  marked  with  kindness, 
benevolence,  liberality,  and  justice;  and  we  humbly  pray  the  Almighty  Ruler  of  all  men 
that  your  Excellency  may  be  long  spared  to  us  to  afford  us  your  protection. 

We  would  fain  hand  down  to  posterity  some  token  of  our  gratitude,  and  some  memento 
of  the  emancipation  which  we  have  witnessed,  partaken  of,  and  enjoyed ;  and  we  conceive 
that  we  cannot  do  so  more  effectually  (certainly  not  more  agreeably  to  our  feelings)  than 
by  being  allowed  to  name  our  plantation  after  our  good  and  gracious  young  Queen 
"  Victoria  !**  We  therefore  humbly  and  earnestly  pray  that  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased 
to  represent  our  wishes  to  Her  Majesty,  in  such  manner  as  your  JExcellency  may  deem  most 
likely  to  propitiate  Her  Majesty,  and  obtain  Her  Royal  consent. 

At  the  same  time  we  pray  your  Excellency  to  represent  to  Her  Majesty  that  we  shall 
never  be  guilty  of  anything  which  would  cause  us  to  forfeit  Her  Majesty's  most  gracious 
patronage  and  protection ;  we  know  the  blessings  of  freedom,  and  we  endeavour  to  deserve 
them ;  we  are  peaceable  in  disposition,  industnous  by  habit,  loyal  and  faithful  by  nature ; 
gratitude  to  our  Sovereign  and  to  your  Excellency  will  maKe  us  doubly  vigilant  and 
circumspect. 

We  further  respectfully  represent  to  your  Excellency  that  it  is  not  our  intention  to  settle 
down  upon  our  fjlantation,  and  lead  a  life  of  idleness ;  our  views  and  wishes  are,  to  have 
the  land  divided  into  equal  portions  amongst  us ;  individually  erect  our  cotts^es  upon  our 
respective  plots  of  ground,  and  thereon,  in  our  leisure  hours,  cultivate  our  vegetables  and 
provisions ;  but  our  firm  determination,  as  a  body,  is  to  continue  to  labour  daily,  as  now, 
upon  the  several  plantations  where  we  are  employed. 

If  not  too  presumptuous  on  our  part,  we  would  venture  to  solicit  of  your  Excellency  the 
assistance  of  the  Crown  land-surveyor  at  his  convenience  to  measure  out  our  equal  portions 
of  the  land,  as  above  proposed,  which  would  prevent  anything  like  the  possibility  of  dispute 
among  us. 

We  further  respectfully  represent  to  your  Excellency  that  it  is  our  intention  to  establish 
upon  our  plantation  a  school-house  and  church,  (and  there  is  a  new  large  building  on  the 
estate  well  adapted  to  these  purposes),  in  the  former  our  children  will  be  taught  to  read 
their  Bible  and  learn  their  several  duties  to  society  at  large ;  whilst  in  the  latter,  as  each 
revolving  Sabbath  appears,  we  shall  assemble  together,  and  there  offer  up  to  the  Almighty 
our  humble  thanks  for  the  great  and  wonderful  benefits  which,  under  Divine  Providence, 
have  been  conferred  upon  us. 

Praying  your  Excellency's  favourable  consideration,  support  and  patronage. 


We  have,  &c. 


John  Sertima.   x 
William  Lewis,   x 
Thomas  Baillie.  x 
James  M^Rae.   x 
Frank  Baillie.   x 
Samuel  Benter. 
Romeo  Isaac,  x 
Daniel  Isaac. 
Thomas  Colin. 
Martin  Neuany. 
Simon  Hanover,   x 
Simon  Scott,   x 
Thomas  Hercules,   x 
John  Lewis. 
Wm.  Gamell  Reaves. 
James  Handy. 
John  Wheelar. 
Voltore  Robert,   x 
John  Milcel.   x 
Michael  James,   x 
Simon  Tate,   x 


Sampson  Cooper,   x 
Isaac  Chapman,   x 
Primus  Samuel,   x 
Cupidore  Hopkinson. 
Quashie  Porter,  x 
Cornwall  Porter,   x 
Caesar  Solomon,  x 
Hall  Porter,   x 
Quammie  Adam,   x 
Hamlet  Cato.   x 
Simon  Spencer,   x 
Melville  Porter,   x 
Quashie  Bard,   x 
Quacco  Hammilton. 
Medlin  Hammilton.   x 
John  Sion.   x 
Cross  Sumner,   x 
Marlborough  Sam.   x 
PoUidore  Bentick.  x 
Cicero  Hercules,    x 
Jillis  Cumming.   x 


Gamby  James. 
Moses  Hopkinson. 
Bill  Williams. 
Blackwall  Lancester. 
Scipio  Samuel,  x 
Pat  Murphy,  x 
Ned  Mackay.  x 
William  Negaday.   x 
Alexander  rorter.   x 
William  Smart,  x 
Catherine  Tom.   x 
Kenneth  Jarrick.   x 
Hannah  Porter,   x 
Sammy  Knight,   x 
Hannah  Porter,   x 
Adam  Grant,  x 
Maria  Grant,   x 
Colin  M'Rae,   x 
John  Fiddell. 
Simon  King. 
Bellender  Hopkinson. 


Signed  in  my  presence,  this  30th  day  of  November  1839. 

C.  H.  Strutt,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 

Witness  to  the  several  signatures, 

Mary  Sirutt,. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AFFAIRft  OF  BRITISH  GUIANA. 


—  No.  21.  — 
(No.  50.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  John  Russell  to  Governor  Light. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  3  February  1840. 

I  HAVE  received  your  despatch,  No.  196,  of  the  4th  December  last,  trans- 
mitting a  petition  from  certain  emancipated  labourers  in  British  Guiana,  who 
have  purchased  an  estate,  containing  about  500  acres  of  land,  and  are  anxious  to 
name  it  after  Her  Majesty. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  the  Queen  to  receive  this  additional  proof  that  Her 
subjects  in  British  Guiana  are  so  well  qualified  to  enjoy  the  blessings  of  freedom, 
and  that  they  are  beginning  to  reap  its  firuits. 

Her  Majesty  is  pleased  to  grant  the  request  of  the  petitioners. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        /.  Russell. 


BRITISH 
GUIANA. 


No.  21, 


—  No.  22.  — 

(No.  198.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Governor's  Residence,  Demerara,  19  Dec.  1839. 

I  HAVB  the  honour  to  forward  the  Returns  of  the  stipendiary  magistrates  for 
the  month  of  November,  with  a  summary  of  all,  by  Mr.  Wolseley. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  find  so  few  cases  of  complaint  on  the  records,  a  proof  of 
the  continued  good  feeling  existing  between  employers  and  employed. 

In  Georgetown  the  cases  of  complaint  are  chiefly  between  petty  tradesmen  and 
their  servants,  and  are,  as  must  be  expected,  numerous. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         Henry  Light. 


No.  22. 


Enclosure  in  No.  22. 
AN  EPITOME  of  tlie  Stipendiary  Magistrates'  Records  of  Complaints,  for  November  1839. 


Total 

Magistrates. 

No.  of 
Cases. 

Nature  of  OflTences. 

How  disposed  of. 

Brittain,  W.  J. 

_ 

Lvons,  A.  M. 

— 

Mure,  J.  0.  L.        - 

— 

Macleod,  J.- 

*-^ 

Rose,  G. 

.-^ 

De  Groot,  A.  v.  R. 

Sick. 

Allen,  J.  A. - 

4 

-  -  1  complaint  by  labourer  against  employer, 
for  polling  down  an  oven  which  he  (labourer) 
had  been  permitted  to  build. 

3  complaints  by  daily  labourers  against  em- 

20  dollars  awarded  to  the  labourer. 

-  -  full  amounts  claimed  awarded  and 

ployers,  for  withholding  wages. 

paid. 

Ball,  G  .         r      . 

3 

-  •  1  claim  for  wages,  by  a  cook  against  his 

-  -  dismissed ;  6  dollars,  as  per  agree- 

master. 

ment,  having  been  paid. 

1   similar    complaint   by  same   individual 

2  ^  dollars  awarded  to  complainant. 

against  a  subsequent  employer. 

1  complaint  of  a  jobber,  calling  himself  a 

-  -  one-third  of  a  dollar  awarded,  as 

carpenter,  claiming  half-a-dollar  per  day. 

had  been  offered. 

(co7iiini(€fl) 
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Total 

Magistrates. 

No.  of 
Cases. 

Nature  of  Offimces. 

How  disposed  of. 

Coleman,  T.  - 

2 

-  •  1  complaint  by  employer  agilinst  an  inden- 
tured Hill  Coolie  labourer,  for  5  days'  ab- 

1 dollar  awarded  to  master. 

sence  from  work. 

1  ditto,  ditto,  4  days'  absence       ... 

-  -  83  J  cents  of  a  dollar  awarded 
to  master. 

Maclennan,  D. 

3 

-  -  1  complaint  by  employer  against  an  inden- 
tured labourer,  for  refusmg  tbe  work  he  was 

-  -  no  sufficient  excuse ;  mulcted  of 

wages  to  the  amount  of  2  dollars. 

appointed  to  perform. 

2  claims  by  daily  labourers  for  wages 

claims  paid  to  complainants. 

Strutt,  C.  H.  . 

1 

-  -  claim  by  a  daily  labourer  for  short  pay- 
ment of  wages. 

3  §  dollars  awarded  to  complainant. 

Ware,  W.  H.  - 

1 

-  -  complaint  by  master  against  servant,  for 
destroying  staves  of  the  value  of  half-a-dollar. 

pleads  guilty,  and  fined  1  dollar. 

Ross,  G. 

38 

-  -  36  disputed  wages'  accounts  between  mas- 

variously, according  to  the  evidence. 

I. 

ters  and  servants  in  Georgetown. 

1  claim  for  clothing  by  an  indentured  la- 

clothing ordered  and  delivered. 

Sd"= 

bourer  (i,€,  servant). 

1  alleged  breach  of  indenture  -        -        - 

dismissed. 

fV.  B.  Wolseley, 
Circuit  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  Colony  of  British  Guiana. 


Summary  Report  on  the  Stipendiaiy  Magistrates'  Records  of  Complaints  for  the  Month 

of  November  18S9. 

6.  Messrs.  Brittain,  Lyons,  Mure,  MacLeod,  and  Rose,  report  to  have  had  no  cases  for 
adjudication  between  master  and  servant,  in  the  course  of  last  month. 

1.  Mr.  de  Groot  has  been  on  sick  leave,  and  the  magistrate  in  the  temporary  charge  of  his 
district  has  had  no  complaint  preferred. 

1.  Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Allen's  record  contains  four  cases ;  first,  an  articled  servant 
against  his  master,  for  pulling  down  an  oven  which  a  former  manager  had  permitted  him  to 
erect  at  an  expense  to  himself  of  14  f  dollars,  and  in  which,  at  the  time  it  was  destroyed, 
there  was  one  aollar's  worth  of  bread.     No  defence,  and  the  manager  fined  20  dollars. 

The  other  three  cases  were  complaints  by  daily  labourers  against  their  employers  for 
withholding  wages,  in  all  of  which  the  complainants  received,  without  opposition  or  defence, 
the  full  amounts  claimed.  . 

1.  Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Ball's  record  contains  three  cases;  the  first  a  claim  for  wages 
by  a  cook  against  his  master,  from  whom  the  evidence  proves  he  had  received  the  amount 
agreed  upon  of  six  dollars  per  month.    Case  dismissed. 

The  second  is  a  complaint  by  the  same  individual  against  a  subsequent  master,  for  payment 
of  wages  to  the  amount  of  two  dollars  and  one-third,  which  was  proved  to  be  due,,  and  ordered 
to  be  paid  accordingly. 

The  third  case  is  that  of  a  jobber,  calling  himself  a  carpenter,  and  claiming  half  a  dollar 
per  day.  His  own  evidence  snows  that  he  was  by  no  means  efficient  at  his  trade,  and  one-third 
of  a  dollar  per  diem,  which  had  previously  been  ofiered,  was  awarded. 

1.  Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Coleman's  record  exhibits  two  cases  of  complaints  by  employers 
against  indentured  (Hill  Coolie)  labourers,  for  unlawful  absence  from  their  master's  service. 
In  one  case  five  days'  absence  was  acknowledged  by  the  accused,  and  one  dollar  is  awarded 
to  the  master. 

In  the  other  the  labourer  admits  four  days'  absence,  and  is  fined  83  J  cents  of  a  dollar. 

1.  Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  MacLennan's  record  contains  three  cases :  first,  the  manager  of 
an  estate  against  an  indentured  labourer,  for  refusing  to  perform  the  particular  work  to  which 
he  was  appointed,  the  same  being  tlie  customary  and  ordinary  labour  of  the  estate.  The 
accused  pleads  sickness ;  the  doctor's  evidence  negatives  its  confirmation,  and  the  labourer 
is  mulct  of  wages  to  the  amount  of  two  dollars. 

Two  and  three  are  complaints  preferred  by  daily  labourers  (receiving  their  wages  monthly 
from  their  own  choice)  for  non-payment  of  a  month's  wages.  From  the  evidence  in  these 
cases  it  appears  that  an  overseer,  by  whom  the  labourers'  wages  were  always  paid,  had  lefl 
the  property ;  and  the  employer  not  being  disposed  to  dispute  the  claim,  the  same  was 
awarded  to  the  full  amount  claimed  by  the  respective  complainants. 

1.  Mr. 
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1.  Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Stnitt's  record  contains  one  case,— a  complaint  by  a  labourer         BRITISH 
against  his  employer,  for  short  payment  of  his  month's  wages  to  the  amount  of  three  dollars         GUI  A]N  A. 

and  two*thtrds.    A  relation  of  the  complainant  received  his  wa^es  for  him  on  the  general       -« 1 

pay-day,  and,  with  four  others,  swore  positively  to  the  receipt  of  eight  dollars  only,  i.  e.  three 
dollars  and  two-thirds  less  than  the  amount  earned  by  the  complamant  in  the  course  of  the 
month.  The  employer  and  his  witness  declining  to  swear  positively  to  the  exact  amount 
paid,  the  full  amount  claimed  was  awarded  in  favour  of  the  complainant. 

1.  Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Ware's  record  contains  one  case, — a  complaint  by  employer 
against  an  inaentured  labourer,  for  destroying  staves  of  the  value  of  half  a  dollar.  Accused 
pleads  guilty,  and  is  sentenced  to  a  penalty  of  one  dollar. 

1.  Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Ross's  record,  for  the  Georgetown  district,  contains  38  cases, 
of  which  36  are  disputed  accounts  for  wages  between  masters  and  servants  in  town ;  settled 
according  to  the  evidence  adduced. 

One  is  a  complaint  by  an  articled  servant  against  his  employer,  for  not  supplying  him 
with  clothing  according  to  indenture.    Clothing  ordered  and  delivered. 

One  for  breach  of  indenture.     Dismissed. 

Respectfully  submitted  by, 

W.  B.  WoUeley, 

Circuit  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


—  No.  23.  — 
(No.  202.) 

Copy  of  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell.  No.  23. 

My  Lord,  Governor's  Residence,  Demerara,  23  Dec.  1839. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  a  letter,  signed  by  a  com- 
mittee appointed  to  wait  on  me  with  a  petition  to  Her  Majesty  in  favour  of 
emigration  to  this  colony. 

The  petition  is  signed  by  nearly  800  persons,  and,  being  in  a  large  tin  case, 
must  be  sent  separate  from  the  despatches. 

I  beg  to  draw  your  Lordship's  attention  to  that  part  of  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tion which  refers  to  the  loan  of  400,000/.,  and  to  state  that  1  explained  to  the 
committee  my  decided  dissent  from  it. 

I  am  fully  persuaded  that  one-half  the  petitioners  thought  only  of  obtaining 
emigrants,  and  were  indifferent  to  the  loan ;  that  the  loan  would  be  prejudicial 
to  the  general  interests  of  the  colony ;  that  the  loan  would  be  a  job  in  the  hands 
of  a  few  monied  men,  who  would  put  at  least  30,000/.  in  their  pockets,  if  it  were 
allowed,  and  that  all  the  purposes  of  emigration  may  be  answered  by  an  annual 
grant  ;  that  there  will  be  a  surplus  of  at  least  40,000  /.  in  the  treasury  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  which  may  be  doubled  by  a  proper  taxation  at  the  next  combined 
court,  which  will  meet  for  ways  and  means  in  the  latter  days  of  March  1840  ; 
and  finally,  that  the  ordinary  taxation  of  the  colony  is  so  productive  that,  except 
for  the  purposes  of  emigration,  the  wants  of  the  ensuing  year  may  be  supplied 
without  any  burthen  on  the  planters. 

I  respectfully  submit  these  observations  to  your  Lordship's  consideration. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Henry  Light 


Enclosure  in  No.  23. 


My  Lord,  .  Demerara,  21  December  1839. 

Wk   have  the  honour  to  transmit   herewith,  through  the  regular  channel  of  commu-     Eiscl.  in  No.  23. 
mcation    (his   Excellency  the  Governor),  a  petition  to  Her  Majesty  on  the  subject  of 


emigratiou. 
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40  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 

BRITISH  This  petition  emanates  from  a  public  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  British  Guiana^  and  is 

GUIANA.        numerously  and  respectably  signeci  by  Her  Majesty's  subjects  of  all  classes  possessing  pro- 
-        perty  in  the  colony ;  and  we  entertain  a  sanguine  hope  that  your  Loidship  may  be  pleased 
to  advise  Her  Majesty  to  accede  to  the  prayer  thereoh 

We  have,  &c. 

(signed)         fV.  Piencyleentin,  Archdeacon  of  British  Guiana. 

D.  C.  Cameron. 
John  CroaL 

William  Bruce  Ferguson, 

E.  J.  Troughton. 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell, 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Unto  the  Queen's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  undersigned  Clergy,  Planters,  Merchants,  and  other  Inhabitants 
of  Your  Majesty's  Colony  of  British  Guiana. 

May  it  please  Your  Majesty, 

We,  Your  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  beg  leave  to  approach  Your  Majesty's 
throne  with  an  expression  of  our  dutiful  attachment  to  Your  Majesty's  Royal  person,  fully 
impressed  with  the  feelings  that  the  prosperity  and  advancement  of  every  portion  of  the  vast 
dominions  committed  to  Your  Majesty's  sway,  are  objects  of  Your  Majesty's  deep  solicitude, 
and  will  be  supported  and  maintained  by  Your  royal  prerogative. 

We  humbly  submit  to  Your  Majesty's  most  gracious  consideration, — 

That  your  petitioners  are  inhabitants  of  Your  Majesty's  colony  of  British  Guiana,  many  of 
them  natives  thereof,  others  who  have  adopted  it  as  their  home,  and  all  interested  in  the  pros- 
perity of  what  they  believe  they  are  justified  in  calling  one  of  the  most  valuable  appen- 
dages of  the  British  Crown. 

That  the  importance  of  British  Guiana,  as  a  colony,  and  as  a  mart  for  British  manu&ctures, 
is  to  be  estimated  less  by  reference  to  what  it  is,  and  has  been,  than  to  what  it  is  capable  of 
becoming. 

That  in  order  to  illustrate  this  position,  your  petitioners  would  represent  that  there  are  in 
this  colony  immense  tracts  of  land,  allowed  by  all  not  to  be  surpassea  in  fertility  by  any  other 
in  the  world,  while  the  population  of  this  extensive  province  does  not  at  this  moment  amount 
to  more  than  one  individual  in  the  square  mile. 

That  your  petitioners  would  also  advert  to  the  great  superiority  that  a  colony,  forming  an 
integral  portion  of  the  empire,  and,  as  such,  subject  to  the  authority  of  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment, possesses,  as  a  mart  for  British  manufactures,  over  any'forei^  state,  the  mutual  inter- 
course between  the  parent  state  and  its  dependency  not  being  liable  to  be  disturbed  by 
capricious  changes  in  a  system  of  commercial  policy. 

That  your  petitioners  would  humbly  represent  to  Your  Majesty,  that  the  operation  of  the 
Act  for  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  and  the  Act  for  total  emancipation,  have  so  diminished  the 
number  of  agricultural  labourers,  that  not  only  are  vast  tracte  of  fertile  soil  lying  in  this 
colony  unproductive  (tracts  which,  if  cultivated,  would  give  support  to  many  thousands  of 
Your  Majesty's  subjects,  and  add  large  sums  to  Your  Majesty's  revenue),  but  that,  of  the 
estates  in  cultivation,  some  are  already  deeply  injured  by  the  abstraction  of  labour  from  the 
production  of  the  staple  exportable  commodities,  while  other  estates  must  inevitably  be 
abandoned,  unless  the  supply  of  labour  to  British  Guiana  be  speedily  and  lai^ely  increased 
beyond  its  present  extent. 

That  your  petitioners  would,  therefore,  state,  that  so  far  as  this  colony  is  concerned,  the 
disability  under  which  it  labours,  and  which  impairs  its  strength,  and  contracts  the  means  of 
production,  is  a  deficiency  of  labour  and  industry. 

That  this  state  of  things  is  not  only  pregnant  with  ruin  to  the  landed  interest  of  this  colony, 
but  prejudicial  to  the  moral  condition  of  the  labourers  themselves,  as  idleness  tends  to 
increase,  and  is  almost  universally  the  originator  and  companion  of  crime. 

That  the  remedy  for  all  these  evils  is  simple,  and  is,  in  the  opinion  of  your  petitioners 
attainable  without  any  sacrifice  of  those  principles  of  humanity  and  policy  which  ought  to 
influence  a  question  of  this  nature  and  magnitude ;  but  is,  on  the  contrary,  characterized  and 
recommended,  by  its  forwarding  the  ends  of  these  great  principles  of  right;  that  the  adoption 
of  the  means  to  accomplish  this  remedy  will  prevent  the  destruction  of  the  capital  of  many 
of  Your  Majesty's  subjects,  and  will  prevent  tne  demoralization  of  others ;  that  it  will  open 
a  field  for  the  employment  of  a  large  additional  amount  of  capital,  and  will  afibrd  an  oppor- 
tunity to  many  thousands  of  transferring  their  services  and  industry  from  countries  where- 
they  are  very  inadequately  rewarded,  to  one  where  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  and  demand  for. 
their  labour,  will  ensure  them  comfortable  and  even  abundant  subsistence. 

That 
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That  your  petitioners  most  respectfully  assure  Your  Maiesty  that  British  Guiana  has  BRITISH 

substantial  advantages  to  offer  to  a  portion  of  the  vast  population  of  India,  as  well  as  to  GUIANA, 
immigrants  from  other  quarters;  and   that  their  condition  would  be  greatly  advanced,  ' 

physically  and  morally,  by  immigration  to  this  colony. 

That  your  petitioners  have  learned  with  the  deepest  regret,  that  an  ordinance,  framed  by 
his  Excellency  the  Governor  and  the  Honourable  Court  of  Policy,  for  the  encouragement 
of  immigration,  has  failed  to  receive  Your  Majesty's  assent;  and  humbly  trust  that  Your 
Maiesty  vnll  be  graciously  pleased  to  give  your  royal  assent  to  another  ordinance  to  be  passed 
by  his  Excellency  the  Governor  and  Court  of  Policy,  embracing  such  principles  of  humanity 
and  justice  as  to  Your  Majesty  may  seem  meet. 

That  your  petitioners  entertain  a  hope  that  Your  Majesty  will  be  pleased  to  sanction  a 
plan  for  raising,  through  his  Excellency  the  Governor  and  the  Honourable  Court  of  Policy, 
combined  with  the  financial  representatives  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  400,000  /.  (four  hundred  thousand  pounds)  on  loan,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  an 
extensive  project  of  immigration  into  effect. 

That  your  petitioners  consider  a  loan  desirable,  because  they  feel  convinced  that  the 
colony  is  not  at  present  able  to  raise  so  large  a  sum  of  money  within  itself;  but  they  are  at 
the  same  time  confident  that  a  plan  of  immigration  on  an  extensive  scale,  being  adopted 
and  acted  upon,  will  very  soon  enable  the  colony  not  only  to  bear  the  interest  of  the  loan, 
hut  ultimately  to  pay  off  the  principal. 

That  your  petitioners  having  every  desire  to  support  the  administration  of  law  and  justice, 
and  to  extend  the  system  of  religious  and  moral  instruction  at  present  existing  here,  con- 
sider that  immigration  on  an  extensive  scale  is,  more  than  anything  else,  calculated  to 
enable  the  colony  to  do  justice  to  tliese  claims,  and  to  pursue  a  liberal  and  enlightened 
course  of  policy. 

That  it  is  the  firm  conviction  of  your  petitioners  that  a  very  large  immigration  would  not 
decrease  the  rate  of  wages  below  what  it  is  at  present ;  and  that  it  is  universally  allowed  by 
all  unprejudiced -parties,  that  the  labourers  of  this  colony,  however  numerically  increased, 
could  with  ease  earn  more  than  suflBcient  to  maintain  themselves  and  their  families  in 
comfort  and  abundance. 

That  your  petitioners  found  their  conclusion  that  wages  will  not  be  reduced  upon  the 
natural  capabilities  of  the  colony,  which  will  insure  the  demand  for  labour  increasing,  in  a 
much  greater  ratio  than  the  supply;  and  further,  your  petitioners  found  their  hopes  of 
benefiting  by  immigration,  upon  the  certainty,  that  if  the  colony  increases  in  wealth  and 
population,  all  classes  of  the  community  cannot  fail  to  prosper. 

That  your  petitioners  deeply  deplore  the  manner  in  which  many  unfounded  representa- 
tions, seriously  affecting  the  character  and  credit  of  this  colony  and  its  inhabitants,  are 
industriously  circulated  in  the  mother  country,  the  effects  of  which  are  alike  prejudicial  to 
its  prospects  of  improvement  and  commercial' prosj)erity ;  that  while  they  strongly  deprecate 
the  erroneous  impressions  and  views  thus  disseminated  to  their  disadvantage  among  their 
fellow  subjects  in  Great  Britain,  they  have  no  hesitation  in  expressing  their  earnest  desire 
to  court  the  strictest  inquiry  into  the  real  situation  of  this  province,  both  as  to  its  physical 
capabilities  and  moral  condition. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  approach  Your  Majesty's  throne,  and  supplicate  Your  Majesty's 
gracious  assistance*  The  importance,  and  even  the  existence  of  Bntish  Guiana  as  a  pro- 
ductive colony,  depend  on  Your  Majesty.  Without  the  speedy  supply  of  labour,  which  can 
only  be  procured  by  means  of  such  funds  as  they  now  propose  to  raise,  the  capital  sunk  in 
buildings,  machinery,  &c.  will  be  thrown  away ;  and  the  labouring  population,  for  whose 
moral  advancement  such  sacrifices  have  been  made  by  Great  Britain  and  this  colony,  will 
speedily  degenerate  into  a  state  of  barbarism. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  humbly  pray. 

That  Your  most  Excellent  Majesty  may  be  graciously  pleased  to  entertain  witli  favour 
these  yonr  petitioners'  views  in  regarcf  to  the  necessity  of  an  extensive  scheme  of  immigra- 
tion into  this  colony ;  and,  in  furtherance  thereof,  to  withdraw  the  restrictions  at  present  in 
force  against  the  immigration  of  labourers  into  this  colony  from  the  East  Indies  and  else- 
where, and  to  sanction  an  ordinance  to  be  passed  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor  and  the 
Honourable  the  Court  of  Policy  for  the  regulation  of  immigration ;  and  further,  that  Your 
most  Excellent  Majesty  may  be  graciously  pleased  to  allow  the  necessary  funds  to  be  raised 
by  means  of  a  loan  on  the  security  of  the  colony. 

(773  Signatures.) 
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BRITISH 

GUIANA.  —  No.  24.  — 

(No.  60.) 


No.  24.  Copy  of  DESPATCH  from  Lord  John  Russell  to  Governor  Light. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  I7  February  1840. 

I  HAVE  received  your  despatch.  No.  202,  of  the  23d  of  December  last,  with 
a  petition  addressed  to  The  Queen  by  the  inhabitants  of  British  Guiana  on  the 
subject  of  immigration  into  that  colony. 

You  will  be  so  good  as  to  inform  the  committee  who  transmitted  the  petition 
to  you  for  the  purpose  of  being  forwarded  to  this  country,  that  I  have  laid  the 
same  before  The  Queen,  and  that  Her  Majesty  was  pleased  to  receive  it  very 
graciously. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         J.  Russell. 


No.  25. 


—  No.  25.  — 
(No.  56.) 
Copy  of  DESPATCH  from  Lord  John  Russell  to  Governor  Lisht. 


'"tD' 


Sir,  Downing-street,  15  February  1840. 

I  CANNOT  be  surprised  at  the  anxiety  you  evince  on  the  subject  of  the  Ordi- 
nance for  the  promotion  of  emigration.  An  equal  desire  for  the  adoption  of 
some  measures  upon  this  subject,  has  been  shown  by  the  merchants  of  London 
and  Liverpool,  connected  with  the  West  Indies,  and  is  expressed  in  several 
memorials.     I  send  you  copies  with  this  despatch  of  two  of  the  most  important. 

I  will  not,  at  present,  enter  into  the  question  upon  which  you  are  at  issue 
with  the  planter  proprietors  of  British  Guiana ;  namely,  whether  the  colony  is 
at  this  moment  prosperous  or  the  reverse.  The  decline  of  produce  is  unques- 
tionable. The  return  appended  to  your  despatch  of  15th  October  1839,  shows 
a  decrease  on  the  quarter,  from  6th  July  to  10th  October,  as  compared  with 
1831-2-3,  in  sugar,  of  7>259  hogsheads ;  rum,  of  2,014  puncheons ;  molasses, 
7,309  hogsheads.  But  in  coffee,  the  decrease  is  still  more  remarkable,  being  a 
decline  from  1,618,228  pounds  to  346,350,  or  more  than  three-fourths  of  the 
whole  production  of  the  former  years. 

The  statement  of  the  West  India  merchants,  in  their  memorial  of  the  17th 
ultimo,  is  as  follows :  "  The  deficiency  in  the  last  year's  crops,  in  Demerara 
alone,  exclusive  of  Berbice,  was  shown  to  be  no  less  than  930,000  /."  Some 
part  of  this  decline  may  be  owing,  as  you  assert,  to  the  lateness  of  the  season ; 
but  no  doubt  can  exist  as  to  the  fact  of  a  remarkable  falling  off  in  the  quantity 
of  produce  during  the  first  year  of  freedom. 

I  am  not  disposed,  as  a  general  proposition,  to  refer  this  falling  off  n  the 

E reduce  to  the  want  of  adequate  wages  as  its  cause.  Many  vexatious  disputes 
ave  no  doubt  arisen ;  the  proper  rate  of  wages  was  all  to  seek ;  the  engage- 
ments and  obligations  of  slavery  had  left  strong  traces  in  the  habits  and  minds 
both  of  employer  and  negro ;  the  one,  with  little  reason,  expected  that  the 
negro  was,  at  all  events,  to  carry  on  the  cultivation  of  sugar  j  while  the  other, 
with  as  little  right,  thought  he  was,  in  any  case,  to  remain  in  undisturbed  pos- 
session of  his  large  provision  ground.  But  a  larger  and  more  general  cause  had 
led  to  the  decline  of  cultivation  of  sugar  and  coffee. 

It  is  not  to  be  expected,  that  men  who  can  subsist  in  comfort  without  hard 
labour,  will  continue  to  devote  themselves  to  it.  The  state  of  planter  and  slave 
left  the  West  India  colonies  without  a  middle  class ;  the  more  careful  and  intel- 
ligent of  the  emancipated  negroes  became  petty  traders.  A  few  acres  of  ground 
will  produce  provisions  for  a  family,  with  some  surplus  to  sell  at  market,  and 
bring  home  manufactured  goods  ;  the  negroes  who  earn  high  wages,  buy  or  hire 
plots  of  land,  and  refuse  to  let  their  daily  labour  for  hire.  There  is  nothing  in 
this  singular  or  culpable.  No  man  in  this  country,  who  has  capital  sufficient  to 
keep  a  shop,  or  rent  a  farm,  will  follow  the  plough  as  a  day-labourer,  or  work 
from  morning  till  night  as  a  hand-loom  weaver. 

Nor,  let  me  observe,  were  the  damage  to  end  here,  would  the  British 
Government  have  any  cause  to  feel   disappointment.     Carrying  into  effect  the 
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religious  and  benevolent  views  of  the  nation  at  large,  it  was  their  object  to  con-        BRITISH 
vert  slaves  into  free  men  ;  to  rescue  their  brethren  of  Africa  from  the  lash  <rf        GUIANA, 
compulsory  toil,  and  establish  them  as  Christian  men  on  the  soil  where  they  had       ■ 
been  transported  as  chattels,  or  beasts  of  burden.     On  this,  the  principal  ques- 
tion of  all,  there  is,  I  am  happy  to  say,  no  room  for  doubt.     None  of  the  most 
inveterate  opponents  of  our  recent  measures  of  emancipation  allege  that  the 
negroes  have  turned  robbers,  or  plunderers,  or  blood-thirsty  insurgents.     What 
appears  from  their  statement  is,  that  they  have  become  shopkeepers,  and  petty 
traders,  and  hucksters,  and  small  freeholders ;  a  blessed  change,  which  Provi- 
dence has  enabled  us  to  accomplish. 

It  is  important,  but  still  a  secondary  question,  to  consider  how  we  can  main- 
tain the  natural  prosperity  of  our  West  India  colonies,  promote  the  cultivation 
of  products  for  which  the  climate  is  adapted,  and  keep  up,  if  not  increase,  the 
consumption  of  British  manufactures. 

I  must  fairly  confess  that,  so  far  as  these  results  are  to  be  obtained  by  raising 
sugar  in  the  quantities  formerly  obtained,  I  see  much  reason  to  apprehend  we 
shall  not  be  successful  to  the  degree  anticipated  by  those  who  urge  measures 
now  under  consideration  upon  the  Government.  The  fairest  way,  and  the 
one  most  likely  to  lead  to  the  truth,  will  be  to  pass  in  review  the  measures 
proposed. 

These  measures  are  all  founded  on  the  proposed  encouragement  to  a  large 
emigration  of  labourers  into  Guiana,  Trinidad,  and  other  colonies,  with  a  view 
to  introduce  a  large  population,  similar  to  that  now  existing  in  the  island  of 
Barbadoes. 

The  first  proposition  for  this  purpose  was  for  the  introduction  of  a  number  of 
Indian  labourers,  called  Hill  Coolies.  The  proposition,  in  its  original  shape, 
contemplated  an  engagement  for  five  years,  under  contract  of  service. 

Although  Lord  Glenelg  greatly  mitigated  the  measure  contemplated,  yet 
Parliament  immediately  took  alarm  at  the  proposal :  the  ignorance  of  the 
people  to  be  removed,  the  abuses  of  crowded  ships  and  unwholesome  food, 
the  unavoidable  length  of  the  voyage,  the  change  of  climate,  the  danger  of 
compulsion  upon  another  race,  and  of  slavery  in  a  new  form ;  all  these  objec- 
tions were  urged,  and  urged  with  success  against  the  measure.  Some  members 
of  the  House  of  Lords  conceived  that  these  evils  might  be  obviated  by  regu* 
lation,  and  that  House  of  Parliament  sent  a  Bill  to  the  House  of  Commons  for 
the  protection  of  natives  of  Her  Majesty's  territories  in  the  East  Indies,  con- 
tracting for  labour  to  be  performed  without  the  said  territories,  &c.,  by  which 
minute  restrictions  were  laid  upon  the  passage  of  emigrants ;  and,  among  other 
provisions,  security  was  taken,  in  the  third  clause  of  the  Bill,  that  they  should 
have  the  means  of  performing  their  own  heathen  rites.  ^ 

But,  when  these  restrictions  came  to  be  considered,  those  for  whose  benefit 
the  labourers  were  to  be  conveyed,  agreed  with  Her  Majesty's  Government 
that  it  would  be  better  to  stop  the  emigration  from  India  altogether,  until  some 
more  efficacious,  and,  at  the  same  time,  more  simple  measure  could  be  devised ; 
the  Governor-General  of  India,  weighing  all  the  difficulties  of  the  case,  came 
to  the  same  conclusion  :  nor  has  the  committee,  appointed  in  Bengal  to  inves- 
tigate the  subject,  proposed  any  satisfactory  plan. 

I  confess  I  should  be  unwilling  to  adopt  any  measure  to  favour  the  transfer 
of  labourers  from  British  India  to  Guiana,  after  the  failure  of  the  former  experi- 
ment. Admitting  that  the  mortality  of  the  Hill  Coolies  first  sent  may  have 
been  accidental,  I  am  not  prepared  to  encounter  the  responsibility  of  a  measure 
which  may  lead  to  a  dreadful  loss  of  life  on  the  one  hand,  or,  on  the  other,  to 
a  new  system  of  slavery.  Corporal  punishment  is  not  unknown  to  those  poor 
people  J  and  I  have  heard  no  argument  used  in  favour  of  enabling  the  crowded 
population  of  India  to  take  advantage  of  the  high  wages  of  Guiana,  which 
remove  altogether  the  danger  I  apprehend. 

'Another  resource  which  has  been  adverted  to  is,  that  of  the  negroes  captured 
by  our  cruizers  in  slave-ships ;  but  I  cannot  anticipate  much  benefit  from  such 
importation.  If,  as  has  lately  been  the  case,  the  number  of  slaves  taken  in 
such  vessels  should  be  few,  but  little  advantage  would  be  derived  from  sending 
them  to  1  rinidad  and  Demerara,  instead  of  the  Bahamas,  at  the  risk  ot  fresh 
capture.  You  are  probably  aware,  that,  since  January  1838,  not  more  than 
three  captures  of  ships,  with  slaves  on  board,  have  taken  place  in  such  situations 
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BRITISH        as  to  lead  to  their  being  brought  to  the  West  Indian  Mixed  Commission  Court 
GUIANA.       fQj.  adjudication. 
'  But  if  this  number  should  increase,  and  any  large  addition  be  made  to  our 

rich  colonies  from  this  source,  our  whole  policy  in  putting  down  the  slave  trade 
would  be  exposed  to  suspicion,  and  we  might  not  improbably  be  told,  that  we 
were  indirectly  recruiting  our  own  possessions  with  compulsory  labour  by  the 
very  means  which  we  employed  to  suppress  the  traffic  of  other  nations ;  still  I 
am  not  determined  to  exclude  this  source  of  supply  ;  I  wish  only  to  point  out, 
that  it  must  be  either  scanty  or  suspected,  and  that  those  who  look  to  it  as  a 
remedy  for  the  present  want  of  labourers  will  probably  be  disappointed. 

Other  or  more  legitimate  modes  of  increasing  the  number  of  labourers  have 
been  suggested.  A  gentleman,  who  yields  to  none  in  experience  or  abili^, 
conceives  that  the  middle  class  of  Trinidad  will  be  filled  by  emigrants  from  the 
United  States,  leaving  the  blacks  of  the  island  to  resort  to  field  labour  for  sub- 
sistence.    This  may,  to  a  considerable  extent,  be  the  case. 

In  course  of  time  we  may  hope  to  see  the  black  population,  which  was  kept 
down  by  legal  oppression  and  licentious  morals,  consequent  on  a  state  of 
slavery,  advance  in  numbers  under  the  institution  of  marriage,  and  in  the 
enjoyment  of  property.  Every  increase  of  numbers,  if  accompanied  by  edu- 
cation and  civilized  habits,  will  lead  to  increase  of  industry,  ana  be  productive 
of  wealth. 

But,  supposing  everything  to  be  done,  which,  by  bounties  on  emigration, 
locating  captured  negroes,  and  natural  increase  of  population,  can  be  expected, 
it  will  still  remain  a  problem,  whether  it  would  be  possible  to  maintain  sugar 
cultivation  to  its  former  extent,  for  this  is  what  is  meant  by  the  term  "  pros- 
perity ;"  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  term  "  ruin''  is  used  to  designate,  not 
the  poverty  of  the  people,  not  the  want  of  food  or  raiment,  not  even  the 
absence  of  riches  or  luxury,  but  simply  the  decrease  of  sugar  cultivation. 

Let  me,  then,  look  at  this  question  largely.  It  is  stated  (I  take  it  only  for 
illustration),  that  the  wages  of  a  day  labourer  are,  in  Guiana,  ls.6d.  per  day, 
and  in  Hindostan  not  more  than  2d.  When  you  should  have  removed  to 
Guiana  a  large  number  of  labourers,  they  are  still  to  be  free  labourers ;  the  soil 
is  fertile,  the  climate  invites  to  indolence :  the  African  race  love  ease  and 
enjoyment,  at  least  as  much  as  any  other ;  you  have  still  no  certainty  for  your 
sugar  crop.  In  the  meantime,  it  is  a  mere  matter  of  calculation  to  the  capi- 
talist what  sugar  will  cost  him  to  raise  in  Hindostan,  to  bring  to  England,  and 
to  clear  of  duty  ;  and  whether,  all  this  done,  he  can  compete  successfully  with 
the  Demerara  planter.  If  he  can,  the  sugar  business  will  rise  in  Bengal,  and 
the  Coolie  remain  at  home ;  the  plantation  will  be  found  for  the  labourer,  and 
not  the  labourer  go  to  the  plantation.  Changes  in  commerce  as  great  as  this 
took  place  when  woollen  manufactures  came  from  Tuscany  to  England,  and 
fabrics  of  silk  went  from  the  East  to  France. 

Having  made  these  observations,  I  have  to  add,  that  I  have  no  indisposition 
to  allow  the  attempt  to  be  made  to  recruit  extensively  the  population  of  Guiana. 
I  will  state,  in  a  separate  despatch,  the  modifications  I  think  necessary  in  an 
Ordinance,  to  replace  that  which  Lord  Normanby  advised  Her  Majesty  to  dis- 
allow. Freedom  of  labour  is  the  general  principle,  and  restriction  should  be 
the  exception. 

But  in  whatever  degree  I  might  be  disposed  to  yield  to  the  representations  of 
the  merchants  and  proprietors,  whether  in  this  country  or  in  the  colonies,  I 
must  enjoin  upon  you  to  bear  in  mind,  that  the  happiness  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  colony  you  are  appointed  to  govern  is  the  chief  object.  Encourage  reli- 
gious instruction,  let  them  partake  of  the  blessings  of  Christianitv,  preserve 
order  and  internal  peace,  induce  the  African  race  to  feel  that  wherever  the 
British  flag  flies  they  have  a  friend  and  a  protector,  check  all  oppression,  and 
watch  over  the  impartial  administration  of  the  law.  By  such  means  our  colo- 
nies in  the  West  Indies  will  be  made  to  flourish,  though  in  a  different  form  and 
a  different  sense  from  that  in  which  the  term  has  been  hitherto  used.  The 
Queen,  whose  commands  I  now  convey  to  you,  looks  for  Her  reward  in  the 
faithful  attachment  of  a  million  of  Her  people,  whom  it  has  been  Her  care  to 
render  worthy  of  the  boon  which  it  was  the  happiness  of  Her  predecessor  to  be 
enabled  to  grant,  by  the  liberal  assistance  of  His  Parliament,  and  amid  the  joy 
of  His  subjects. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        /.  Russell. 
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Enclosure  1,  in  No.  26. 


BRITISH 
GUIANA. 


West  India  Merchants  Committee-room,  - 

My  Lord,  16,  Bishopsgate-street  Within,  17  Dec.  1839. 

With  reference  to  what  passed  when  the  deputation  from  this  committee  had  lately  the  Bncl.  i,in  No. 25. 
honour  of  communicating  with  your  Lordship  on  the  state  of  British  Guiana,  and  presum- 
ing that  Mr.  Young's  amendments  to  the  Ordinance,  for  promoting  and  encouraging  emigra- 
tion into  that  colony,  have  been  laid  before  your  Lordship,  we  now  beg  leave  to  call  to  your 
notice  the  most  important  points  connected  with  this  subject;  and,  if  we  enter  into  detail  at 
some  length,  its  vast  importance  and  a  desire  to  put  your  Lordship  in  possession  of  as  much 
information  as  possible,  must  plead  our  excuse. 

In  the  first  place,  the  deficiency  on  the  last  year's  crops,  in  Demerara  alone,  exclusive  of 
Berbice,  was  snown  to  be  no  less  than  930,000  /. ;  it  would  also  appear  from  returns  made 
up  by  the  brokers,  employed  in  the  sale  of  West  India  produce,  that  the  quantity  of 
sugar  imported  into  the  United  Kingdom  from  the  West  India  colonies  generally,  between 
the  1st  of  January  and  the  31st  of  October  of  the  present  year,  as  compared  with  the  returns 
for  the  same  period  of  1838,  was  less  by  44,000  hogsheads,  with  a  proportionate  falling  off 
in  the  quantity  of  rum  and  molasses,  as  well  as  other  colonial  produce. 

This  falling  off  has  not  been  caused  by  bad  seasons,  or  any  want  of  liberality  on  the  part 
of  the  proprietors  in  regard  to  wages  or  allowances,  they  being  in  fact  extravagantly  high  in 
proportion  to  the  labour  performed,  but  entirely  owing  to  a  want  of  continuous  and  regular 
labour,  many  of  the  emancipated  labourers  having,  since  the  1st  of  August  1838,  betaken 
themselves  to  petty  trading,  and  other  employments  in  preference  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
soil,  most  of  tne  women  having  altogether  withdrawn,  and  the  children  affording  scarcely 
any  assistance. 

Although  the  falling  off  in  the  crops  for  the  present  year  has  been  to  an  alarming  extent, 
it  is  to  be  feared,  that  next  year  it  will  be  much  greater,  from  the  fact,  that  the  labour  which 
has  been  obtained,  has  been  almost  exclusively  applied  to  the  cutting  of  the  growing  canes, 
while  little  has  been  bestowed  on  the  cultivation  necessary  for  securing  future  crops. 

From  the  liberal  wages  given,  many  of  the  labourers  who  have  been,  and  are  now  indus- 
trious, will  gradually  Income  independent,  purchase  land,  and  cultivate  provisions  for  their 
own  account,  and  consequently  mthdraw  themselves  from  the  cultivation  of  exportable 
produce. 

The  children  of  the  present  labourers,  unfortunately  for  themselves,  are  no  longer  trained 
up  by  their  parents  to  industrious  habits,  and  consequently,  no  assistance  can  be  expected 
firom  them  in  the  cultivation  of  produce  at  a  future  period. 

The  estates  have  already  lost  a  large  portion  of  their  cultivation,  and  in  a  short  time  must 
be  entirely  abandoned,  unless  a  Government  scheme  of  free  immigration  should  be  imme- 
diately put  into  operation,  in  order  to  keep  up  a  constant  influx  of  labourers  to  supply  the 
places  of  those  becoming  independent,  and  of  those  betaking  themselves  to  other  pursuits. 

This  could  be  done  with  advantage  to  the  people  themselves  as  well  as  to  the  colonies  and 
to  the  mother  country,  by  obtaining  them  from  those  densely  populated  countries  whose 
inhabitants,  from  climate  and  other  circumstances,  are  best  adapted  for  tropical  labour. 

Your  Lordship  must  now  have  ample  proof  in  your  possession,  that  the  natives  of  Africa 
and  India  are  the  most  suitable,  and  tliose  whose  condition  would  be  most  improved  by  their 
removal  to  the  British  colonies,  such  removal  being  made  with  their  own  free  will  and  con- 
sent, and  under  such  regulations  for  their  benefit  as  may  have  the  approbation,  and  be  made 
under  the  direction  of  Commissioners  appointed  by  Government,  without  binding  the 
labourers  by  any  engagement  prior  to  removal,  but  leaving  them  at  hberty  to  choose  their 
employers,  on  arrival  at  the  colony  of  their  destination. 

This  could  be  done  with  due  regard  to  the  comfort  of  the  people,  by  removing  them  in    ' 
tribes,  or  clans,  and  in  entire  families.     No  expense  would  be  incurred  by  Government,  as 
the  colony  wishing  to  obtain  an  accession  of  labourers  might  be  required  to  provide  all  the 
necessary  funds. 

There  is  at  present,  in  the  colonial  chest  of  British  Guiana,  a  sum  of  30,000  Z.  raised  for 
and  now  applicable  to  immigration  purposes. 

It  appears  not  only  oppressive,  but  inconsistent  on  the  part  of  the  British  Government,  to 
prohibit  the  free  natives  of  India  and  Africa  from  disposing  of  their  labour  in  the  best 
market ;  while  they  have  lately  sent  orders  to  the  governors  of  the  West  India  colonies,  to 
rescind  all  laws  prohibitory  of  the  emigration  of  the  negroes  from  one  colony  to  another,  par- 
ticularly as  it  is  a  notorious  fact,  that  in  many  parts  of  India,  the  natives  emigrate  in  search 
of  employment  in  very  considerable  numbers,  every  year. 

The  colony  of  British  Guiana,  although  its  population  is  only  about  120,000,  is  well 
known  to  contain  100,000  square  miles  of  the  most  fertile  and  luxuriant  soil,  capable  of 
producing  sugar,  molasses,  rum,  coffee,  cocoa,  cotton,  tobacco,  indigo,  annatto,  spices,  tea, 
and  many  other  valuable  tropical  productions,  besides  provisions  of  every  description.  The 
obvious  policy,  therefore,  of  Ureat  Britain,  possessing  such  a  colony,  is,  not  only  not  to  pro- 
hibit, but  to  encourage  free  emigration  to  it,  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  so  as  to  be  inde- 
pendent of  foreign  slave  countries  for  those  productions. 

It  has  been  positively  asserted,  that  hundreds  of  thousands  of  the  natives  of  India  were 
starved  to  death  in  1838,  in  various  parts  of  that  over-populated  country,  which  is  well 
known  to  be  afflicted  with  a  frightful  dearth  at  times ;  it  would,  therefore,  be  an  act  of 
humanity,  on  the  part  of  the  British  Government,  to  give  the  inhabitants  of  those  regions 
access  to  a  country  capable  of  affording  profitable  employment  to  industrious  labourers  for 
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BRITISH  ages  to  come,  and  where  such  dreadful  calamities  as  that  just  adverted  to  are  utterly 

GUIANA.  unknown ;  a  country  where  they  ^;^ould  also  have  the  means  of  obtaining  religious  instruct 
— — — —  tion,  great  expense  having  been  incurred  in  the  erection  of  churches,  chapels,  and  schools, 
in  all  the  cultivated  districts  of  British  Guiana,  the  whole  of  which,  and  the  cost  of  keeping 
up  the  church  and  school  establishment,  has  been  defrayed,  and  continues  to  be  raisea  by 
local  taxes  levied  on  the  inhabitants  generally,  without  any  part  being  contributed  by  the 
Home  Government. 

It  cannot  properly  be  objected,  that  the  passive  from  India  to  British  Guiana  is  too  long, 
when  it  is  considered  that  the  distance  from  England  to  New  Zealand,  or  South  Australia, 
is  much  ^eater,  to  both  of  which  places  emigration  takes  place  yearly  to  a  great  extent, 
without  risk  to  the  emigrants. 

In  good  ships,  well  victualled  and  appointed,  the  natives  of  India  could,  with  the  greatest 
ease,  and  with  comfort  to  themselves,  oe  conveyed  to  British  Guiana;  in  proof  of  which  a 
reference  to  the  only  cases  which  have  occurred,  viz.  the  Whitby  and  Hesperus,  will  show,  that 
no  excessive  mortality,  during  the  voyag:e,  attended  their  removal  from  Calcutta  to  British 
Guiana ;  and  by  the  report  of  the  medical  persons  appointed  by  the  Government  of  that 
colony,  it  appears  that  their  constitutions  are  well  adapted  to  that  climate. 

The  promoting  and  encouraging  of  free  emigration  to  the  British  West  India  colonies, 
would  tend  materially  to  the  successful  working  of  the  free  labour  system ;  would  in  time 
render  Great  Britain  independent  of  foreign  slave  countries  for  all  tropical  productions,  and 
ultimately  be  the  means  of  putting  down  uie  slave  trade,  and  abolishmg  slavery  throughout 
the  world. 

In  confirmation  of  the  above,  it  is  said  that  the  island  of  Barbados,  which  contains  only 
105,000  acres  of  land,  with  a  population  of  125,000  souls,  is  the  only  British  colony  likely 
to  succeed  under  the  system  of  free  labour,  in  consequence  of  its  population  bearing  a  due 
proportion  to  the  extent  of  its  soil;  thus  clearly  demonstrating  the  importance  of  encourag- 
mg  immigration  into  other  colonies  on  a  scale  commensurate  to  their  wants. 

Any  diminution  of  the  trade  with  the  British  West  India  colonies  would  be  felt  by  all 
classes  in  the  mother  country,  particularly  by  the  shipping  and  manufacturing  interests,  in 
a  ^eater  degree  than  a  diminution  in  any  other  trade,  for  the  following  reason,  viz. : 

That  it  appears  by  Porter's  Parliamentary  Tables,  that  the  West  India  colonies  have 
hitherto  been  our  best  consumers ;  for  while  Russia,  with  a  population  of  60  millions, 
receives  British  manufactures  to  the  extent  of  only  5d.  per  head;  Prussia,  with  14  millions, 
3jrf.  per  head. 

Portugal  with  three  millions,  and  Spain  with  14  millions,  Sd.  per  head. 

Sweden  with  a  population  of  three  millions,  at  the  rate  of  9rf.  per  head. 

Denmark  with  two  millions,  and  France  with  32  millions,  11  a.  per  head. 

The  United  States  of  America  with  14  millions,  17«.  per  head;  and  the  British  North 
American  colonies,  with  a  population  of  one  million  and  a  half,  take  to  the  extent  of  1  /.  1 1 5. 6  dL 
per  head. 

The  British  West  India  colonies,  with  900,000  inhabitants,  receive  British  manufactures 
to  tlie  extent  ofsL  12s.  Qd.  per  head;  and  from  long  continued  habits  and  connexion  the 
supply  for  this  consumption  is  not  exposed  to  the  competition  of  foreigners,  or  likely  to  be 
interrupted  by  the  political  relations  of  the  mother  country. 

The  United  States  have  now  not  only  the  supplying  of  this  country  with  cotton,  tobacco, 
and  other  articles  which  could  be  raised  in  our  own  colonies,  but  have  also  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  carrying  trade  between  that  country  and  Great  Britain  in  their  own  hands. 

In  the  event  of  a  war  with  the  United  States,  or  any  other  commotion  in  the  Southern  or 
Slave  States,  these  supplies  being  cut  off,  the  misery  which  would  be  inflicted  upon  our 
large  manufacturing  towns,  such  as  Manchester,  Glasgow,  &c.  is  beyond  calculation,  and 
the  evident  poUcy  of  this  country  must  be  to  avert  the  possibility  of  such  a  crisis  by  fostering 
the  resources  of  her  own  possessions  while  it  is  yet  in  her  power. 

Unless  free  immigration  to  the  West  India  colonies  be  promoted  and  encouraged  upon 
an  extensive  and  comprehensive  scale,  the  consequences  to  this  country  will  be  ruinous,  as 
she  will  be  in  a  great  measure  dependent  upon  foreign  slave  countries  for  her  supplies,  and 
thus  a  constant  drain  be  kept  up  upon  the  wealth  of  the  nation,  enriching  foreigners  and 
foreign  slave  countries,  and  giving  them  the  means  of  prosecuting  the  slave  trade  with 
increased  vigour;  while,  by  the  encouragement  of  free  immigration  to  her  own  colonies,  and 
rendering  herself  independent  of  other  countries,  the  whole  value  of  her  consumption  of 
tropical  productions  would  be  centered  in  this  country,  or  taken  off  in  her  own  manufac- 
tures. 

We  would  also  beg  leave  to  submit,  for  the  serious  consideration  of  your  Lordship,  the 
propriety  of  sending  to  the  British  colonies,  possessing  so  many  advantages  to  the  labourer, 
all  the  Africans  captured  by  our  cruizers,  where  they  would  be  under  the  protection  of  the 
British  flag  and  British  laws,  instead  of,  as  heretofore,  placing  them  in  foreign  slave  colo- 
nies, where  it  is  positively  stated,  that  those  who  have  been  captured  and  located  in  those 
countries  for  many  years  past,  at  an  enormous  expense  to  this  nation,  now  form  part  of  the 
slave  population,  and  are  now  working  for  the  benefit  of  foreigners  still  carrying  on  the 
slave  trade,  in  place  of  enjoying  the  blessings  of  freedom,  as  was  humanely  intended  by  the 
British  Government. 

It  appears  by  the  articles  2  and  3  of  the  treaty  with  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Brazil,  dated 
28th  June  1835,  that  all  negroes  captured  by  British  cruizers  were  to  be  taken  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  British  Government,  and  to  be  located  in  some  of  the  British  colonies  as 
apprenticed  labourers. 
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This  also  appears  to  have  been  the  intention  of  Government  in  1836,  from  a  despatch  of        BRITISH 
Lord  Glenelg,  then  Colonial  Secretary  to  Sir  James  Carmichael  Smith,  then  Gt>vemor  of        GUIANA. 

British  Guiana,  instructing  him  to  prepare  an  ordinance  to  provide  for  the  subsistence,  loca-        .....^ 

tion,  and  settlement  of  Africans  to  be  transferred  to  British  Guiana,  and  to  promote  their 
industry  and  good  conduct,  which  ordinance  accordingly  was  passed  by  Sir  J.  C.  Smith  and 
the  Court  of  rolicy ;  in  introducing  which,  we  beg  to  call  to  your  Lordship's  notice  the 
following  emphatic  words,  addressed  by  him  to  the  court  on  that  occasion,  viz. : 

*'  A  sense  of  duty,  a  desire  to  promote  by  every  means  in  my  power  the  welfare  of  an 
important  province  entrusted  to  my  government,  and  above  all  a  wish  to  contribute  towards 
the  sum  total  of  human  happiness,  and  in  so  much  to  diminish  the  amount  of  human  misery, 
has  governed  my  conduct  on  the  present  occasion. 

"  This  magnificent  country  will,  for  ages  to  come,  amply  repay  the  capitalist,  and  enable 
him  to  employ  any  number  of  labourers. 

We  confidently  trust,  therefore,  that  on  a  careful  review  of  this  subject,  your  Lordship  and 
Her  Majesty's  Government  will  at  once  adopt  such  measures  as  will  enable  us  and  those 
interested  in  the  British  colonies,  to  continue  to  derive  some  benefit  from  the  large  capital 
embarked  in  their  cultivation,  without  which  they  will  be  irretrievably  lost  as  useml  posses- 
sions of  the  Crown. 

We  have,  8cc. 

(signed)         Chas.  M^Garel. 
J.  Simpson.  Wm,  King. 

Geo.  Laing,  on  behalf  of  the  Liver-  Henry  Davidson. 

pool  West  India  Association.  A.  Colvile. 

James  Cavan,  John  Kingston. 

JRobt.  M^Calmont.  Claud  Neilson. 

Alex.  Hall  Hall.  Geo.  Robertson. 

Gavin  Fullarton.  H.  Baillie. 

Thos.  Daniel  8^  Sons. 

To  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell,  , 

&c.         &c.        &c. 


Enclosure  2,  in  No.  26. 

My  Lord,  ,         .         .       ^  ,  ^   Liverpool,  25  Noyemberl839.        End.  2,  in  No.  25. 

Having  two  sugar  plantations  m  the  county  of  Berbice,  m  the  colony  of  British 
Guiana,  the  cultivation  of  which,  since  the  1st  of  August  last,  has  been  rapidly  declining, 
and  having  lost  one-fifth  of  the  whole  since  that  period  for  want  of  labour,  and  fearing  the 
whole  in  a  short  time  will  be  lost,  we  take  the  liberty  of  sending  herewith  an  application  to 
your  Lordship  for  500  of  the  captured  Africans,  with  their  families,  either  of  those  at  Suri- 
nam or  the  Bahamas. 

The  scarcity  of  labour,  since  the  1st  of  August  last  has  been  so  great,  that  none  of  the 
estates  in  Berbice  have  been  able  to  procure  more  than  to  cut  off  the  growing  canes,  and 
have  consequently  been  unable  to  apply  any  to  the  preservation  of  the  cultivation  to  secure 
fnture  crops. 

That  this  state  of  things  in  the  colony  is  not  owing  to  any  want  of  liberality  on  the  part 
of  the  proprietors,  as  the  wages  and  allowances  to  labourers  are  as  high  as  in  any  part  of  the 
world,  but  arises  entirely  from  an  insufficiency  of  labourers  and  the  indolence  of  a  great 
majority  of  the  lately  emancipated  negroes ;  the  present  labouring  population  in  Berbice  does 
not  exceed  10,000,  while  profitable  employment  could  now  be  given  to  three  times  that 
number. 

We,  in  common  with  others  having  estates  in  that  county,  have  suffered  great  loss 
since  the  1st  of  August  last,  our  estates  not  having  produced  half  the  quantity  of  pro- 
duce they  are  capable  of.  One-fifth  of  the  cultivation  is  already  lost ;  and,  imless  Her 
Majesty's  Government  comply  with  the  application  now  made,  we  fear,  in  a  short  time,  the 
entire  cultivation  will  disappear. 

We  therefore  entreat  your  Lordship  will  take  the  peculiar  circumstances  and  hardship  of 
our  case  into  your  consideration,  and  grant  us  the  necessary  relief. 

The  negroes  at  Surinam,  we  beg  to  submit  to  your  Lordship,  would  be  the  most  suitable 
from  the  proximity  of  that  colony  to  Berbice,  being  only  24  hours'  sail,  and  the  present 
miserably  degraded  situation  of  these  poor  people,  as  appears  by  Sir  E.  Cust's  description 
of  them,  in  his  "  Reflections  on  West  Indian  Affairs,"  justifies,  we  think,  our  present  appli- 
cation for  their  removal  from  amongst  slaves  to  a  free  British  colony,  proverbial,  as  Berbice 
is,  for  its  good  treatment  of  labourers,  and  the  liberality  of  the  proprietary  body,  as  well  in 
regard  to  wages  and  allowances  as  to  providing  good  cottages,  and  in  estaolishing  churches, 
chapels,  and  schools  in  all  parts  of  the  colony,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  labouring 
population. 

fehould  your  Lordship  be  unable  to  grant  the  relief  we  pray  for  on  your  Lordship's  own 
responsibility,  we  beg  your  Lordship  will  be  good  enough  to  submit  our  application  for  the 
consideration  of  Her  Majesty  in  Council. 

We  have,  &c. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell,  (signed)         B.  Semple  8c  Co. 

8ic.        &c.        &c. 

We  beg  to  observe,  that  the  whole  4,000  Africans  at  Surinam  could  be  comfortably 
1  ocated  and  receive  profitable  employment  on  the  estates  in  the  county  of  Berbice. 
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GUIANA.  ^7  Lord,  Liverpool,  25  November  1809. 

___^  The  lamentable  accomits  we  continue  to  receive  from  our  friends  in  the  county  of  Ber- 

bice,  in  the  colony  of  British  Guiana,  in  reference  to  the  working  of  two  sugar  plintdtions 
belonging  to  us  in  that  county,  must  plead  our  excuse  for  trespassmg  at  some  length  on  the 
notice  and  valuable  time  of  your  Loraship. 

Since  the  year  1818  to  the  present  time,  we  have  been  connected  with  the  colony  of  Ber- 
bice  as  merchants,  and  we  now  carry  on  mercantile  business  in  Liverpool,  and  in  New 
Amsterdam,  Berbice,  but  until  the  middle  of  the  year  1836,  we  refrained  from  purchasing 
or  having  any  connexion  witli  estates  or  agricultural  slaves. 

In  that  year,  however,  we  were  induced  to  purchase  two  sugar  estates  and  a  coffee  estate, 
one  six  miles,  the  other  two  15  miles,  from  New  Amsterdam,  but  all  on  the  town  side  of  the 
river,  and  to  invest  a  large  amount  of  capital  in  providing  horses,  cattle  and  mules;  and 
ploughs  and  harrows  of  the  most  improved  construction,  and  ploughmen  from  England,  and 
all  kmds  of  agricultural  implements,  and  in  providing  macmneiy ,  such  as  steam  engines, 
railways,  cane  carriers,  megass  elevators,  iron  flats  for  the  conveyance  of  canes,  and  every 
other  requisite  for  the  cultivation  of  canes,  and  the  manufacture  of  sugar,  molasses,  and 
rum,  with  the  smallest  quantity  of  manual  labour. 

We  were  induced  to  make  the  purchases  of  these  estates  on  the  faith  of  the  apprenticeship 
of  the  negroes  being  continued,  as  intended  by  Parliament,  until  1840,  and  that  after  its 
termination,  the  cultivation  of  estates  would  be  earned  on  by  free  labour,  and  that  every 
encouragement  would  be  given  by  Government  to  free  labourers  to  emigrate  from  all  parts 
of  the  world,  and  that  the  British  Government,  the  moment  slavery  and  the  apprenticeship 
were  at  an  end,  would  encourage  free  labour  produce,  and  by  heavy  duties  on  the  products 
of  foreign  slave  countries,  would  virtually  prohibit  the  importation  into  Great  Britain  of  every 
article  produced  by  slave  labour. 

From  the  date  of  our  purchase  until  the  1st  of  August  1838,  when  the  period  of  appren- 
ticeship was  put  an  end  to,  the  negroes  worked  to  our  entire  satisfaction,  and  the  sugar 
estates  were  kept  in  fine  ciiltivation.  At  that  period,  the  negroes  beitig  made  free,  we  had 
about  400  acres  of  canes  on  one  estate  consisting  of  1,000  acres;  and  300  acres  of 
canes  on  the  other,  an  estate  of  1,300  acres,  all  drained,  empoldered,  and  only  requiring 
labourers  to  plant  the  whole  in  canes.  In  ordinary  seasons,  and  with  a  reasonable  nimiber 
of  the  negroes  working  regularly,  the  two  estates  might  be  expected  to  yield  annually  1,000 
hogsheads  of  sugar,  with  a  proportionate  quantity  of  rum  and  molasses.  Half  the  quantity, 
however,  has  not  been  made ;  and  we  regret  to  state  that  vrith  all  the  labour  we  could 
procure,  the  growing  canes  could  only  be  cut  off,  while  no  measures  could  be  taken  to 
secure  future  crops,  or  to  plant  canes  where  the  roots  of  the  old  ones  had  died  or  would  not 
grow,  and  that  rank  weeds  are  now  taking  the  place  of  the  cane  in  the  formerly  beautifully 
cultivated  fields,  and  what  we  most  of  all  dread  is,  that  unless  Her  Majesty's  Government 
will  authorize  us  to  procure  labourers  elsewhere,  cultivation  will  soon  entirely  disappear. 
Our  coffee  estate,  consisting  of  500  acres,  has  not  been  worked  for  some  time,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  scarcity  of  lalx)urers. 

This  state  of  things  is  not  owing  to  unfavourable  seasons,  nor  to  any  mismanagement  on 
our  part,  or  want  of  liberality  in  regard  to  wages,  for  on  the  Ist  August  1838,  when  the 
negroes  were  made  free,  the  followmg  rates  of  wages  and  allowances  were  proposed  and 
agreed  to  on  our  estates,  viz.: — 

One  guilder,  eaual  to  1 «.  6  d.,  for  the  task  of  work  termed  the  7  |  hours'  task,  which  is 
easily  performed  oy  industrious  men  and  women  in  from  four  to  five  hours,  many  of  the 
labourers  on  our  estates  having  occasionally  in  a  day  performed  treble  the  quantity,  for 
which  they  received  4  s.  6rf.  In  addition  to  the  wages,  they  are  allowed  houses,  all  framed 
cottages,  with  two  floors,  as  much  provision-ground  as  thejr  choose  to  cultivate  for  their  own 
benefit,  medical  attendance,  medicines,  and  tuition  gratis,  and  to  encourage  them  to  be 
industrious  and  to  remain  continuously  at  work,  every  one  who  finishes  six  days'  work, 
receives  weekly  one  bunch  of  plantains,  or  five  lbs.  of  rice  and  1  i  lb.  of  salt  fish,  some  rum 
and  sugar  gratis;  and  frequently  a  little  pork  and  tobacco  are  also  allowed,  and  they  are 
also  encouraged  to  rear  poultry,  hogs,  and  vegetables  for  their  own  benefit. 

There  are  on  our  estates  the  two  Established  churches  of  the  parish,  and  within  a  short 
distance  of  each  there  are  London  missionary  chapels  with  schools  attached,  and  every 
faciUty  and  encouragement  are  given  by  ourselves  and  our  managers  to  the  clergymen  and 
missionaries,  so  that  the  labourers  upon  our  estates  have  the  fullest  opportunities  of  acquir- 
ing moral  and  religious  improvement. 

The  situation  of  most  of  the  estates  in  the  colony,  we  are  sorry  to  state,  is  similar  to  that 
of  our  own,  in  consequence  of  the  indolent  disposition  of  the  people.  Many  of  the  estates, 
which  formerly  averaged  from  460  to  500  hogsheads  of  sugar,  will  not  this  year  yield 
more  than  100  hogsheads,  and  we  regret  to  add,  there  are  instances  where  cultivation  has 
already  disappeared  altogether,  and  not  a  cask  of  sugar  will  be  made  for  the  next  20  months, 
and  not  even  then,  unless  labourers  in  large  numbers  are  encouraged  to  emigrate  to  the 
colony. 

Such  is  the  fertility  of  the  soil  of  British  Guiana,  that  there  is  scarcely  a  valuable  tropical 
production  for  which  it  is  not  admirably  adapted.  The  following  are  common  articles 
of  growth  and  export  from  the  colony;  viz.  sugar,  molasses,  rum- shrub,  coffee,  cocoa, 
tobacco,  indigo,  rice,  wheat,  spices  of  every  description,  annatto,  cocoa-nut,  crab,  castor, 
and  palm  oils,  grapes,  arrow-root,  ginger,  cochineal,  pimento,  dyewoods  of  a  great  variety, 
timber  for  ship-building  and  other  purposes,  wood  for  furniture  equal  to  indio^ny,  tea, 
iudian  com,  silk  grass,  indian-rubber,  and  cattle ;  and  these  products  might  be  raised  there 
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in  sufficient  quantities  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  kingdom,  the  Continent  of  Enropei  and         BRITISH 
the  North  American  colonies.  GUIANA. 

The  county  of  Berbice  has  for  the  last  20  years  been  very  healthy,  and  it  is,  we  under-  ■  ■ 
stand,  a  fact  that  no  officer  of  the  line  has  died  in  the  colony  since  June  1826,  although 
we  haye  always  had  troops  stationed  there  during  that  period ;  and,  as  a  further  testimony 
in  favour  of  the  climate  of  Berbice,  we  may  mention  that  part  of  die  troops  have  been 
removed,  on  account  of  their  health,  from  George  Town,  Demerara,  where  sickness  has  pre- 
vailed for  some  time,  to  Fort  Wellington,  Berbice. 

Nature  having  been  thus  bountiful  to  British  Guiana,  a  colony  which,  by  steam  naviga- 
tion, will,,  it  is  confidently  expected,  be  soon  brought  within  16  days'  sail  of  the  shores  of 
England,  we  very  respectfully  submit  to  your  Lordship  that  it  is  the  policy  of  the  British 
Government  to  ^ve  all  possible  encouragement  to  this  important  colony,  and,  as  the  most 
direct  and  practical  means  towards  that  object,  to  sanction  and  approve  of  the  emigration 
to  our  West  India  colonies  of  all  such  free  labourers  as  may  be  willing  to  go  there,  for 
whom  labour  can  be  procured,  and,  as  part  of  the  plan,  to  send  there  all  the  captured 
Afiicans,  to  be  placea  under  the  protection  of  British  laws,  instead  of  being  sent  to  foreign 
settlements,  where  they  are  compelled  to  work  for  the  benefit  of  the  foreign  slave  dealer  *, 
and  in  many  instances  are  not  again  even  heard  of;  and  we  venture  to  submit  to  your  Lord* 
ship,  that  such  an  extensive  system  of  emigration  would  not  only  have  the  effect  of  raising 
the  colony  of  British  Guiana  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  to  the  state  (if  it  did  not  surpass 
it)  of  the  island  of  Barbados,  the  only  colony  now  in  high  cultivation,  and  where  the  free 
labour  system  appears  likely  to  succeed,  (which  Sir  Edward  Oust,  in  his  Reflections,  page 
17,  appears  to  attribute  in  a  great  measure  to  the  fact  that  the  labouring  population  bears 
a  just  proportion  to  the  extent  of  country,)  but  of  conferring  happiness  on  thousands  of  our 
unfortunate  felbw-creatures  in  Africa  and  the  East  in  the  most  abject  state  off  barbarism 
and  destitution,  and  at  the  same  time  of  causing  a  much  greater  demand  in  our  colonies  for 
the  vrares  and  manufactures  of  this  country;  and  thus,  by  the  encouragement  of  free  labour, 
and  by  discountenancing  from  every  country  the  produce  of  slave  labour,  effectually  put  an 
end  to  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  throughout  the  world. 

Impressed  with  these  views  of  the  advantages  to  be  derived  in  our  own  case  from  a  greater 
supply  of  free  labour,  in  August  1838,  when  Governor  Light  was  in  Berbice,  imm^iately 
afler  the  negroes  were  made  free,  we  applied  to  his  Excellency  to  procure  us  some  of  the 
captured  Africans  then  recently  taken  to  the  Bahamas,  where  we  knew  they  were  kept  at 
considerable  expense  to  Government,  and  where  they  could  never  benefit  themselves,  tnose 
islands  being  so  barren  and  rocky  as  to  be  unable  to  raise  provisions  even  for  the  support  of 
their  own  population.  His  Excellency  most  readily  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Governor  of 
the  Bahamas,  and  strenuously  recommended  him  to  send  the  negroes  to  Berbice,  where 
their  condition  in  every  respect  would  be  much  improved,  and  where,  if  they  chose  to  be 
industrious,  they  might,  in  a  few  years,  become  independent,  wages  being  so  high,  while 
the  revenue  to  be  derived  by  the  produce  of  their  labour  would  indemnify  m  part  the  Bri- 
tish Government  for  the  expense  of  their  capture.  A  vessel,  with  everything  on  board  that 
could  make  the  people  comfortable,  was  dispatched  to  the  Bahamas,  and  a  super-cargo, 
with  Governor  Light's  letter,  was  sent  along  with  her  to  see  the  people  properly  taken  care 
of.  On  arrival  at  the  Bahamas,  the  Governor  stated  that  he  could  not  transfer  the  people 
without  an  order  from  Her  Majesty's  Government,  so  that  the  expenses  of  the  voyage  were 
lost,  and  the  vessel  had  to  return  without  a  single  labourer. 

The  earnest  and  indefatigable  manner  in  which  the  late  talented  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth,  when 
Governor  of  Guiana,  pointed  out,  in  his  despatches  to  the  Colonial  Office,  and  in  his 
speeches  %  to  the  Court  of  Policy,  how  valuable  that  '^magnificent  province,"  as  he  termed 
i^  might  become  if  labourers  were  introduced,  and  in  which  he  recommended  and  en- 
couraged emigration,  and  the  measures  which  were  passed  by  him  for  the  purpose,  as  well 
as  the  gigantic  measures  he  contemplated,  upon  the  termination  of  the  apprenticeship,  for 
the  developement  of  the  resources  and  value  of  the  colony  to  Great  Britain,  and  the  anxiety 
he  evinced  to  promote  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  colony,  and  the  great  attention 
paid  by  the  Home  Government  to  all  measures  recommended  by  him,  gave  every  one  con- 
nected with  the  colony  the  greatest  confidence  that,  with  freedom  to  the  slaves,  colonial 
estates  would  become  more  valuable,  and  a  new  era  of  colonial  prosperity  would  commence ; 

but 

*  Sir  Edward  Cust,  in  liis  Reflections  on  West  India  Affairs,  page  63,  recently  published,  observes,  ^ 

*'  We  have  captured  thousands,  and  have  in  almost  every  case  carried  them  for  adjudication  to  the 
colonies  of  other  powers.  I  saw  about  4,000  of  these  poor  people  located  at  Surinam,  where  they 
had,  it  is  true,  dwellings  provided  for  them ;  but  some  very  decided  means  would  have  been  taken  to 
turn  them  to  some  profitable  account,  but  for  the  presence  of  the  British  commissary  judge  there, 
Mr.  2>am8,  whose  vigilance  and  activity  in  more  than  one  instance  resisted  the  attempt." 

t  ^'  The  condition  of  the  negroes,"  says  Sir  Edward  Cust,  p.  70,  "  in  the  colony  of  Surinam,  is  a 
degree  of  degradation  but  little  improved  from  the  state  in  which  they  quitted  the  Afirican  shores. 
Boys  and  girls  of  all  a^es  walk  abroad,  without  shame  or  decency,  both  in  town  and  country,  with  all 
the  exposure,  if  not  with  the  innocence  of  Paradise ;  and  the  sound  of  the  church-going  bell  is  never 
beard  upon  Uie  fertile  shores  of  the  rich  and  mighty  estuaries  which  form  that  splendid  colony.  The 
lash  is  too  manifestly  in  cruel  operation,  and  fetters  of  great  severity  are  continually  obtruded  on  a 
traveller's  observation.  Among  the  estates  on  the  Surinam  River,  we  passed  some  poor  fellows  who 
but  experienced  the  most  horrible  floggings,  and  many  were  loaded  with  chains  for  attempting  to 
leave  the  colony,  in  order  to  gain  liberty  in  our  adjoining  settlements.** 

I  We  have  taken  the  liberty  of  annexing  a  minute  of  Sir  J.  C*  Smyth's  address  of  the  86th  February 
1836  at  the  end  of  ihis  letter. 
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BRITISH  but  such,  unfortunately,  has  not  as  yet  been  the  result  of  freedom;  on  the  contrary^  the 
(SUIANA.  negroes  continue  to  do  Wt  little  work,  and  what  they  perform  one  day  is  lost  by  the  idle- 
i-i»— — —  ness  of  the  next.  Emigra^tion,  which  would  haye  had  a  salutary  effect  on  the  indastry  of 
the  emancipated  negroes^  has  been  checked  by  the  Home  Government,  instead  of  l»eing 
encouraged,  and  the  restrictions  enforced  amount  to  a  prohibition.  All  the  ordinanoes  for 
the  encouragement  of  emigration  passed  b^  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth  since  1835  have  been  caacelled 
by  Orders  in  Council ;  property  is  becommff  daily  of  less  value ;  every  cc^nist  is  alarmed 
and  anxious  to  get  rid  of  his  estates,  but  tnere  are  no  purchasers;  those  who  hare  the 
means  are  emigrating  with  any  httle  capital  they  have  left  to  foreign  slave  colonies,  where 
they  can  command  labour,  and  others  will  soon  follow  with  such  stock,  stores,  and  ma* 
chinery  as  they  can  remove ;  thus  a  fresh  impetus  will  be  ^ven  to  slavery  and.  the  slave 
trade,  and  whilst  the  colonies  of  Oreat  Britain  will  be  suffered  to  decay,  forei^  slave  colo- 
nies will  be  enriched  by  the  acquisition  of  British  planters  of  enterprize,  udustry,  and 
capital. 

We  have  hitherto  refrained  from  making  any  representation  to  Government  upon  this  im- 
portant subject;  but  having  made  these  purchases  in  1836,  after  the  distribution  of  the  com- 
pensation money,  in  a  great  measure  on  the  encouraging  representation  of  the  then  Governor, 
(who  is  admitted  by  all  parties  to  have  been  the  ablest  governor  ever  placed  over  any  of  our  W  est 
India  colonies),  and  in  the  hope  that  every  encouragement  would  oe  given  to  the  emigraticm 
of  free  labourers  and  to  free  labour  produce,  while  tnat  of  slave  labour  would  have  b^n  dis- 
countenanced, and  that  free  labour,  by  the  successful  working  of  the  measure  of  emancipa- 
tion undertaken  by  Great  Britain,  would  ultimately  supersede  slave  labour  all  over  the 
world,  and  having  been  so  completely  disappointed  m  all  our  expectations,  we  have  now  to 
entreat  Her  Majesty's  Government,  in  order  to  preserve  the  capital  invested  by  us  from 
being  totally  lost,  and  to  enable  us  to  continue  the  cultivation,  of  our  estates,  to jnant  us  an 
order  to  receive  600  of  the  captured  Africans,  with  their  families,  now  in  the  Dabamas  or 
Surinam,  (the  latter,  from  its  proximity  to  Berbice,  being  only  24  hours'  sail  distant,  would 
be  more  convenient,)  to  be  divided  between  our  three  estates,  and  to  be  placed  there,  under 
the  ordinance  passed  by  his  Excellency  Major-general  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth  la  British  Guiana, 
ill  March  1836,  *^  to  provide  for  the  subsistence,  location,  and  settlement  of  Africans  to  be 
transferred  to  British  Guiana,  and  to  promote  their  industry  and  good  conduct,"'  or  under 
such  other  regulations  as  Her  Majesty's  Government  may  think  proper  to  require,  and  for 
the  due  observance  of  which  on  our  parts  we  shall  be  prepared  to  enter  into  any  formal 
contract  if  deemed  necessary.  But  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  may  be  asaured  that 
any  engagements  entered  into  by  us  will  be  most  &ithfrdly  performed,  we  now  take  the 
liberty  of  referring  to  the  foUowmg  parties : 

Messrs.  W.  &  G.  Borrodaile,  of  London. 

—  Cavan  Brothers  &  Co.  of  London. 

—  S.  W.  Silver  &  Co.  of  London. 

The  Directors  of  the  Colonial  Bank,  London. 
James  Blair,  esq.  M.P. 

We  have  only  further  to  observe,  that  if  your  Lordship  should  require  any  additional  ex" 
planations,  we  shall  be  happy  to  give  them  in  writing,  or,  if  your  Lordship  will  appoint  a 
time,  our  partner,  Mr.  G.  Laing,  who  has  lately  returned  from  Berbice,  will  wait  upon  your 
Lordship  m  town. 

We  have,  &c. 
To  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell,  (signed)         R.  Semple  ^  Co. 

Secretai^r  of  State  for  the  Colonies. 


Copy  of  a  MINUTE  addressed  to  the  Members  of  the  Court  of  Policy  by  his  Excellency 
the  Lieutenant-Governor,  on  the  26th  February  1836. 

Gentlemen, 

I  AM  desirous  of  recording  my  sentiments  with  respect  to  the  proposed  importation  of 
liberated  Africans  from  the  island  of  Cuba  into  British  Guiana,  and  the  period  when  an 
ordinance  is  before  this  Court  for  regulating  certain  details  connected  with  the  measure 
appears  to  afford  me  the  most  ehgible  opportunity. 

You  are  aware  from  the  Lord  Glenelg  s  despatch,  that  the  introduction  of  the  liberated 
Africans  into  this  province  is  an  arrangement  which  I  had  the  honour  to  propose  to  his 
Lordship.  In  drawing  his  Lordship's  attention  to  the  subject,  I  was  well  aware  of  the 
additional  trouble,  labour,  and  responsibility  I  necessarily  would  have  to  incur  if  the  pro- 
position was  acceded  to.  A  person  of  a  less  anxious  disposition  (without  laying  himself 
open  to  the  charge  of  indolence)  might  easily  have  avoided  exposing  himself  to  be  called 
upon  to  undertake  additional  occupation  of  an  unpleasant  and  harassing  nature.  A  sense 
of  duty,  a  desire  to  promote,  by  every  means  in  my  power,  the  welfare  of  an  important  pro- 
vince intrusted  to  my  government,  and,  above  all,  a  wish  to  contribute  towards  the  sum 
total  of  human  happiness,  and  in  so  much  to  diminish  the  amount  of  human  misery,  have 
governed  my  conduct  upon  the  present  occasion.  This  magnificent  country  will,  for  ages  to 
come,  amply  repay  the  capitalist,  and  enable  him  to  employ  any  number  of  labourers.  The 
liberated  Africans  are  undervalued,  ill-treated,  and  neglected  in  the  island  of  Cuba.  So 
many  have  been  sent  there  by  our  men-of-war,  that  the  Spanish  government  are  alarmed 
and  uneasy  as  to  the  possible  effects  that  the  introduction  or  such  a  number  of  free  negroes 
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may  have  upon  their  slave  population.  Here,  on  the  contrary,  the  services  of  the  Uberated  BRITISH 
African  will  be  valued,  and  he  will  be  treated  accordingly..,  Slavery  being  at  an  end,  he  GUIANA, 
cannot  conspire  with  slaves.     He  will  be  subject  to  m<^erate  restraint,  and  be  considered  '. 

in  tntek^  tor  diree  years  ;  and  as,  during  that  perioH,  he  will  be  taught  the  value  of  labour, 
and  be  encouraged  in  industrious  habits,  by  being  paid  in  proportion  to  his  work ;  and  as, 
moveaver,  he  will  receive  religious  and  moral  instruction,  I  am  sanguine  in  my  expectations) 
that  the  liberated  African  will  eventually  become  a  respectable  and  a  useful  member  of 
society.  These,  gentlemen,  are  the  motives  by  which  I  have  been  influenced.  The  impor- 
tation of  liberated  Africans  is  a  measure  fraught,  as  I  most  sincerely  believe,  with  incal- 
culable benefit  to  this  rising  colony,  as  well  as  with  important  advantages  to  the  individuals 
themselves.  Under  this  impression  1  have  proposed  it,  and  under  this  impression  I  shall 
most  carefully  watch  over  its  progress. 

J.  Carmichael  Smyth. 
26  February  1836. 

From  the  Royal  Gazette  of  British  Guiana,  of  24th  March  1836. 


—  No.26.— 
(No.  57.)  No.  26. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  John  Russell  to  Governor  Light. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  15  Februanr  1840. 

In  my  Despatch,  No.  5^^  of  this  date,  I  informed  you  that  I  would  state  in 
a  separate  despatch  the  modifications  which  I  think  necessary  in  an  ordinance 
on  the  subject  of  immigration  into  British  Guiana,  to  replace  that  which  Lord 
Normanby  advised  Her  Majesty  to  disallow. 

I  now  enclose,  for  your  information  and  guidance,  the  draft  of  an  ordinance 
containing  those  modifications,  and  embracing  the  measure  which,  after  mature 
consideration,  Her  Majesty's  Government  are  prepared  to  sanction. 

You  will,  therefore,  propose  this  measure  to  the  Court  of  Policy  for  their 
adoption. 

It  must  be  left  to  your  discretion  to  propose  annually  what  amount  of  the 
public  money  shall  be  appropriated  from  the  funds  of  the  colony  for  the  service 
of  each  year,  to  be  applied  to  the  purposes  of  immigration,  in  the  manner  pointed 
out  in  the  accompanying  draft ;  always,  however,  bearing  in  mind,  that  you  are 
not  to  be  at  liberty  to  sanction  any  such  appropriation,  unless  adequate  provision 
shall  have  been  previously  made  on  a  civil  list  for  the  various  departments 
of  the  local  civil  government. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         J.  Russell. 


Enclosure  in  No.  26. 
Draft  of  Ordinance.  End.  in  No.  26. 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  that  provision  be  made  for  encouraging  the  introduction  into  Draft  of  Ordinance, 
this  colony  of  labourers  in  husbandry  :  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  by  Henry  Light,  Esq., 
&c.  &c.,  the  Governor  of  British  Guiana,  vvrith  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Court  of  Policy, 
that  from  and  out  of  Her  Majesty's  revenue  accruing  within  this  colony,  there  shall  be 
appropriated  for  the  service  01  the  current  year  the  sum  of  £.  ,  to  be  applied  to  the 
purpose  aforesaid,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  mentioned. 

And  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  Her  Majesty,  or  for  the  Governor  of 
this  colony,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  Her  Majesty,  by  a  commission  to  be  for  that 
purpose  issued  under  the  public  seal  of  this  colony,  to  appoint  an  officer  resident  within 
the  same,  to  be  called  the  agent-general  for  emigration  ;  and  also  to  appoint  at  such  ports 
or  places  beyond  the  seas  as  to  such  Governor  shall  seem  meet,  any  numoer  of  persons,  not 
exceeding  10  at  any  one  time,  to  be  emigration  agents  for  British  Guiana  at  such  ports  or 
places  ;  provided  nevertheless,  that  no  such  emigration  agent  shall  be  so  appointed  at  any 
port  or  place  within  the  limits  of  the  East  India  Company's  charter ;  provided  also,  that 
unless  with  the  previous  approbation  of  one  of  Her  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State, 
no  such  emigration  agent  snail  be  so  appointed  by  the  Governor  of  this  colony  at  any  port 
or  place  on  Uie  western  or  eastern  coasts  of  the  African  continent,  or  at  the  island  of 
Madagascar,  or  at  any  other  island  adjacent  to  the  said  coasts  of  the  said  continent,  and 
inhabited  hy  the  ntgro  race.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  the  said  ajgent-general,  and 
the  said  emigration  agents,  shall  respectively  hold  such  their  offices  during  Her  Majesty's 
pleasure,  and  shall  be  liable  to  be  suspended  therefrom  by  the  Governor  of  this  colony, 
until  Her  Majesty's  pleasure  shall  be  known;  and  in  the  event  of  the  death,  resignation, 
suspension,  removal,  mcapacity,  or  absence  from  his  duties,  of  any  such  officer  as  aforesaid, 
it  snail  be  lawful  for  Her  Majesty,  or  for  the  Governor  of  this  colony    until  Her  Majesty's 
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BRITtSH         pleasQie  shall  be  Icnown,  to  appoint  a  saccessor  to  discharge  the  duties  of  any  such  oflSoe, 
GUIAN  A«        ^^^  •^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^  *™®  •Apften  as  any  such  vacancy  may  occur. 

V  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Governor  of  this  colony,  bj 

warrants  to  be  addressed  under  bis  hand  and  seal  to  the  public  treaburer,  to  issue  or  cause 
to  be  issued,  by  four  equal  quarterly  payments,  to  the  said  agent-eeneral  for  emigration,  an 
annual  salary  not  exceeding  100  /.  sterhng  per  annum,  and  to  each  of  the  said  emigr^ioa 
ajg^ts  such  remuneration  as  may  seem  reasonable ;  provided  always,  that  such  remuneia* 
tion  shall  not  in  any  case  be  given  merely  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  emigrants  sent  to 
this  colony  by  any  such  agent 

And  whereas  it  is  expedient  that  bounties  be  paid  for  the  reward  and  encouragement  of 
persons  introducing  at  their  own  expense  labourers  in  husbandry  into  this  colony,  provided 
that  the  rules  hereinafter  prescribed  for  the  due  care  of  such  labourers  on  their  passage  to 
this  colony  be  duly  observed,  and  that  proof  be  made,  in  manner  hereinafter  mentioned, 
of  the  observance  thereof;  be  it  therefore  enacted,  that  the  rules  and  regulations  sei  forth 
in  the  schedule  hereunto  subjoined,  and  marked  with  the  letter  (A),  shall  be  observed  and 
fulfilled  in  respect  of  every  labourer  introduced  into  this  colony,  for  the  introduction  of 
whom  a  bounty  shall  be  payable  in  virtue  of  this  ordinance,  and  in  respect  of  any«ship  or 
vessel  in  which  any  such  labourer  may  perform  his  or  her  voyage  to  this  colony. 

And  be  it  fiirther  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  emigration  a^nt  for  British 
Guiana,  resident  at  the  port  or  place  at  which  any  such  labourer  as  aforesaid  shall  embark 
on  his  or  her  voyage  to  tnis  colony,  by  personal  inspection,  to  satisfy  himself  whether  the 
beforementioned  rules  and  regulations  have  or  have  not  been  observed  and  fulfilled  in  refer- 
ence to  any  such  labourer  or  labourers'  ship  or  vessel  as  aforesaid,  in  so  far  as  the  same 
relate  to  any  act,  matter,  or  thing  to  be  done,  or  any  arrangement  to  be  made  at  or  before 
the  time  of  the  clearing  out  of  any  such  ship  or  vessel ;  and  if  satisfied  in  manner  aforesaid  of 
the  observance  and  fulfilment  in  any  such  case  of  the  said  rules  and  regulations,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  emigration  agent  to  deliver,  mider  his  hand  and  seal,  to  the  master 
of  such  ship  or  vessel,  a  certificate  in  writing,  addressed  to  the  agent-general  for  emigration 
aforesaid,  m  the  terms  set  forth  in  the  second  schedule  hereunto  subjoined,  marked  with 
the  letter  (B). 

AndTbe  it  further  enacted,  that  on  the  arrival  of  any  such  ship  or  vessel  as  aforesaid  at 
this  colony,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  agent-general  immeaiatelv  to  go  aboard  of  and 
inspect  the  same ;  and  also  to  examine  in  person  each  and  every  labourer  introduced  into 
this  colony  in  any  such  ship  or  vessel ;  and  to  ascertain,  as  far  as  may  be  in  his  power, 
whether  the  rules  and  regulations  aforesaid  have  been  faithfully  observed  and  fulfilled 
during  the  voyage,  by  or  on  behalf  of  the  person  or  persons  at  whose  charge  any  such 
labourers  may  have  been  so  introduced ;  and  it  shall  also  oe  the  duty  of  the  said  agent-genei'al 
to  cause  to  be  brought  before  him  all  the  labourers  enumerated  in  the  muster-roll  of  any 
such  ship  or  vessel,  and  to  satisfy  himself  whether  they  are  able-bodied  labourers,  and  in 
good  health ;  and  if  any  labourers  enumerated  in  any  such  muster-roll  shall  not  be  forth- 
coming on  the  arrival  of  such  ship  or  vessel  at  this  colony,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
agent-general  to  inquire  into  and  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  non-appearance  of  any  such 
person ;  and  in  case  it  shall  be  alleged  that  any  such  person  as  aforesaid  had  died  during 
the  voyage,  then  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  agent*general  to  inquire  into  and  ascertain  the 
cause  and  circumstances  of  the  death  of  any  such  person ;  and  if  the  said  agent-general 
shall  be  satisfied  that  the  rules  and  regulations  aforesaid  have  been  observed  and  fiilfilled  in 
the  case  of  any  such  labourer  or  labourers  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  be  actually  landed  at 
this  colony,  ^n  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  agent-general,  under  his  hand  and  seal,  to 
address  to  the  Governor  of  this  colony  a  certificate  of  that  fiatct,  which  certificate  shaU  be 
in  the  form  prescribed  and  set  forth  in  the  schedule  hereunto  subjoined,  marked  with-  the 
letter  (C). 

And  be  it  farther  enacted,  that  in  respect  of  every  labourer  whose  name  shall  be  com- 
prised in  such  last-mentioned  certificate  as  being  able-bodied,  and  as  having  been  landed 
m  good  health  at  the  colony,  a  bounty  shall  be  payable  from  and  out  of  the  fund  so  appro- 
priated as  aforesaid  for  that  purpo8e,'the  amount  of  which  bounty  shall  be  issued  to  the 
person  or  persons  entitled  to  receive  the  same,  by  the  treasurer  of  this  colony,  in  pursuance 
of  any  warrant  to  be  addressed  to  him  for  that  purpose  by  the  Governor ;  but  if  any  doubt 
shall  arise  as  to  what  person  or  persons  are  entitled  to  such  bounty,  or  in  what  proportion 
Uie  same  should  be  divided  between  any  two  or  more  persons,  the  said  agent-general  shall 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorised  to  examine  into  any  such  question  in  a  summary  way ; 
and  such  agent^eneral  shall,  in  the  body  of  every  such  certificate  as  aforesaid,  state 
to  whom,  and  in  what  proportions,  every  such  payment  is  to  be  made,  and  the  Governor's 
warrant  shall  accordingly  oe  drawn  and  issued  in  favour  of  such  persons,  and  not  other- 
wise. 

And  whereas  it  is  necessary  to  determine  the  rate  of  bounty  to  be  payable  in  every  such 
case  as  aforesaid:  be  it  therefore  enacted,  that  such  bounty  shall  be  reflated  by  the 
average  length  of  the  voyage  from  the  port  or  place  of  embarkation  to  this  colony ;  and 
that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Governor  aforesaid,  by  any  proclamation  or  proclamations  to  be 
by  bipi  from  time  to  time  issued,  to  determine  what  shall  be,  during  the  next  succeeding 
12  months,  the  rate  of  such  bounty,  in  respect  of  voyages  from  each  port  or  place  at  which 
such  emigration  agents  as  aforesaid  for  British  Guiana  may  be  stationed;  ana  also  to  deter- 
mine the  total  amount  of  the  sums  payable  as  bounties  in  respect  of  labourers  introduced 
from  any  such  port  or  place  during  the  said  period  of  12  months ;  and  every  such  procla- 
mation as  aforesaid  shall  be  inserted  in  the  public  gazette  of  this  colony,  and  exhibited 

for 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AFFAIRS  OF  BRITISH  GUIANA.  53 

hr  general  infommtion,  at  the  respective  offices  of  the  said  agent-general,  and  of  the  said         WRITISH 
emigration  agents;  and  every  payment  of  bounty  to  be  rAitie  by  the  said  treasurer,  m  pur-        GUIANA, 
suance  of  any  such  warrants  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  regulated  by,  and  correspond  with,  the        ■    i  ■■■■ 
terms  of  the  last  preceding  proclamation  for  that  purpose. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  in  case  any  such  labourers  as  aforesaid  shall  not,  on  their 
arrival  at  this  colony,  be  immediately  provioed  with  the  means  of  employment  and  sub- 
sistence, it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  agent-general  to  provide  such  persons  with  whole- 
some and  sufficient  food,  and  with  convenient  lodging,  on  shore,  until  tne  means  of  earning 
their  own  subsistence  can  be  procured  for  them ;  and  the  said  agent-general  shall  exhibit 
to  the  Governor  aforesaid  an  account,  supported  by  all  necessary  vouchers,  of  any  such 
expenditure ;  which  account  beine  allowed  by  the  daid  Governor, '  shall  be  discharged  by 
him  by  warrants,  to  be  by  him  from  time  to  time  addressed  to  the  public  treasurer  of 
this  colony,  which  warrants  the  said  treasurer  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  pay 
firom  and  out  of  the  monies  so  appropriated  as  aforesaid  for  the  purposes  of  this  present 
Ordinance. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  in  the  execution  of  the  duties  hereby  intrusted  to  him,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  emigration  agent,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  to  examine  any 
person  or  persons,  on  oath  or  otnerwise,  touching  any  matter  m  question  before  him,  and 
to  require  the  attendance  and  examination  of  witnesses  on  any  such  question,  and  to  do  all 
SQch  acts,  matters,  and  things,  for  enforcing  such  attendance  and  examination,  ^  may  law- 
fully be  done  by  any  stipendiary  magistrate,  in  regard  to  the  attendance  and  examination  of 
witnesses  on  any  question  depending  before  him,  in  the  exercise  of  his  lawful  jurisdiction ; 
and  if  any  person  being  examined  as  a  witness  before  the  said  agent-general,  touching  any 
of  the  mutteis  aforesaid,  shall  wilfully  and  corruptly  give  any  false  evidence,  such  person 
being  thereof  convicted,  shall  be  liable  to  all  such  pains  and  penalties  as  any  person  is  now 
liable  to  on  conviction  lor  wilful  and  corrupt  peijury. 


SCHEDULE  (A). 

Comprising  the  rules  and  regulations  to  be  observed  in  respect  of  labourers  introduced 
into  this  colony,  for  the  introduction  of  whom  a  bounty  shall  be  payable  under  this  Ordi- 
nance. 

f.,  Eveiy  such  emigrant  shall,  at  the  time  of  his  or  her  embarkation,  be  in  a  state  of 
good  bodily  health. 

2.  Every  such  emigrant  shall,  before  his  embarkation,  have  communicated  in  person 
with  the  emigration  agent  at  the  port  of  embarkation,  and  shall  have  received  from  such 
agent  full  information  as  to  his  or  her  probable  condition,  and  the  means  of  subsistence  in 
this  colony. 

3.  Every  such  emigrant  shall  embark  for  this  colony  with  his  or  her  free  consent,  and 
without  the  practice  of  any  force,  fraud,  or  imposition,  to  induce  him  or  her  to  do  so. 

4.  No  ship  carrying  any  such  emigrants  snail  proceed  on  her  voyage  with  more  persons 
on  board  than  in  the  proportion  of  three  for  every  five  tons  of  the  registered  burthen 
of  such  ship;  die  master  and  crew  being  included,  and  forming  a  part  of  such  prescribed 
number. 

4.  If  any  ship  shall  have  more  than  one  deck,  the  height  between  decks  shall  be  five  feet 
and  a  hidf  at  the  least. 

6.  If  any  such  ship  shall  have  only  one  deck,  there  shall  be  laid  beneath  such  deck  a  plat- 
Ibrm,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  afford  throughout  the  whole  intervening  space,  a  height  of  five 
feet  and  a  half  at  the  least. 

7.  No  such  ship  shall  have  more  than  two  such  tiers  of  berths. 

.  8.  Any  such  ship  having  two  tiers  of  berths,  shall  have  an  interval  of 'six  inches  at  the 
least  between  the  deck  or  platform  and  the  floor  of  the  lower  tier,  throughout  the  whole 
extent  thereof  . 

9.  No  such  ship,  whatever  may  be  her  tonnage,  shall  carry  a  greater  number  of  emigrants 
than  at  the  rate  of  one  such  person  for  every  15  superficial  feet  of  the  lower  deck  or  platform 
mioccupied  by  goods  or  stores  not  being  the  personal  baggage  of  such  emigrants. 

10.  No  such  ship  shall  proceed  on  her  voyage,  until  there  shall  be  on  tioard  such  ship  or 
▼easel  good  and  wholesome  provisions  for  the  use  and  consumption  of  such  emigrants,  over 
and  at^ve  the  victualling  of  the  crew,  to  such  an  amount,  and  to  such  a  description,  cus- 
tomary with  the  emigrants,  as  in  the  judgment  of  the  emigration  agent  at  the  port  of 
embarkation  is  amply  sufficient  for  the  voyage,  and  a  supply  of  water  to  the  amount  of  five 
gallons  to  every  week,  for  the  computed  voyage  for  every  emigrant  on  board  such  ship  or 
▼essel,  such  water  being  carried  in  tanks  or  sweet  casks. 

11.  If  any  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  destined  to  call  at  a  port  or  place  in  the  course  of 
her  voyage,  for  the  purpose  of  filling  up  her  water,  a  supply  of  the  water,  at  the  rate  before 
mentioned,  for  every  week  of  the  computed  voyage  to  such  port  or  place  of  calling  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  a  compliance  with  the  provisions  ot  this  regulation,  provided  that  at  the  said 
place  of  calling  a  sufficient  supply  of  water  for  the  computed  t^mainder  of  the  voyage  be 
taken  in,  and  also  that  the  agent  at  the  port  of  embarkation  shall  be  satisfied  with  the  com- 
putation made  of  the  probable  duration  of  the  voyao;e. 

12.  Every  such  ship  shall  have  rated  upon  the  ship's  company,  and  there  shall  actually 
proceed  with  the  ship  or  vessel  on  her  voyage,  some  person  duly  authorized  by  law  to 
practise  as  a  physician,  surgeon,  or  apothecary ;  and  there  shall  be  on  board  a  medicine ' 
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BRITISH         chesty  and  a  proper  supply  of  medicines,  instruments,  and  other  medical  stores  suitable  and 
GUIANA.        adequate  in  amount  and  kind  to  the  probable  exigencies  of  the  Toyage,  and  to  the  satis- 
I        faction  of  die  agent  at  the  port  of  embarkation. 

13.  Every  such  ship  shall,  at  the  time  of  sailing,  be  seaworthy,  which  if  thought  necessary 
by  the  agent  at  the  port  of  embarkation,  shall  be  ascertained  by  a  survey  being  made  by 
two  competent  persons. 

14.  No  such  emigrants  shall  be  above  the  age  of  45  years. 

15.  The  number  of  female  emi^nts  above  3ie  age  of  14  years,  embarked  on  board  of 
the  ship  or  vessel  in  which  such  male  emigrant  shall  proceed  on  his  voyage  to  British 
Guiana,  shall  be  equal  to  the  number  of  male  emigrants  above  the  age  of  14  years  at  the 
same  time  embarke^i  on  board  of  such  ship  or  vessel. 

16.  For  the  purpose,  and  within  the  meaning  of  these  regulations,  in  so  far  as  they  refer 
to  the  number  of  emigrants  who  may  be  brought  in  any  vessel,  two  children  each,  being 
under  the  age  of  14  years,  but  above  the  age  of  seven  years,  or  three  children,  each  being 
under  the  age  of  seven  years,  shall  be  computed  as  one  pe^^son  only. 


SCHEDULE  (B). 

Comprising  the  form  and  certificate  to  be  addressed  by  the  emigration  agent  at  the  port 
of  emrarkation  to  the  agent-general  for  emigration  at  this  colony. 

I,  A.  J3.,  the  emigration  agent  for  British  Guiana  at  the  port  of  do 

hereby  certify  that  on  this  day  of  hath  cleared  out  from  this  port 

the  ship  I**  Britannia"]  [John  Smith,  master,]  of  the  registered  burthen  of  tons, 

having  on  board  the  several  emigrants  bound  to  British  Guiana,  whose  names,  sexes,  and 
supposed  ages  are  enumerated  in  the  subjoined  muster-roll ;  and  I  do  further  hereby  certify 
that  I  have  diligently  inspected  the  said  ship,  her  fittings,  equipment,  and  stores,  and  that 
the  same  are  in  exact  conformity  with  the  rules  and  regulations  prescribed  for  that  purpose 
in  and  by  a  certain  ordinance  of^^the  Governor  and  Court  of  Policy  of  British  Guiana,  dated 
the  day  of  .       and  entitled,  &c. ;  and  I  do  further  hereby  certify 

that  I  have  personally  communicated  with  each  of  the  emigrants,  being  of  the  age  of  12 
years  and  upwards,  enumerated  in  the  said  muster-roll,  and  am  fully  satisfied  that  the 
rules  and  regulations  aforesaid  have  been  fully  observed  and  performed  in  respect  of  each  of 
them. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  at  aforesaid,  this  day  of 

in  the  year  of  our  Lord  • 

To  C.  D..  (signed) . 

Agent-general  for  Emigration  at  British  Guiana. 


SCHEDULE  (C). 

Comprising  the  certificate  to  be  addressed  to  the  Governor  by  the  Agent-generaL 

I,  C  i>.,  the  agent-general  for  emigration  at  British  Guiana,  do  hereby  certify  that  I 
have  received  from  A.  R,  the  emigration  agent  for  this  colony  at  the 


grant  ^ 

rules  and  regulations  referred  to  in  the  annexed  certificate  have  been  faithfully  observed  and 
fulfilled  during  the  voyage,  by  or  on  behalf  of  £.  F.  and  6?.  //.,  they  being  the  persons  at 
whose  charge  the  emigrants  aforesaid  have  been  introduced  into  this  colony ;  and  I  hereby 
farther  certify  Uiat  I  have  caused  to  be  brought  before  me  ail  the  emigrants  enumerated  in 
the  muster-roll  subjoined  to  the  said  annexed  certificate  [save  only  L.,  Ai.,  and  N.,  who  are 
reported  to  me  to  have  died  during  the  voyage] ;  and  that  such  emigrants  appear  to  me  to 
be  able-bodied  labourers,  and  in  good  health,  [and  I  do  further  certify  tiiat  I  have  inquired 
into  the  cause  of  the  deaths  of  the  said  Z.,  ill.,  and  iV.,  and  that  I  find  the  causes  of^  such 
deaths  to  be  as  following ;  that  is  to  say,] :  and  I  do  further  certify  that  the  number  of 
emigrants  actually  landed  at  this  colony  from  the  said  ship  is  and  that, 

to  the  best  of  my  judgment  and  belief,  all  the  rules  and  regulations  aforesaid  have  been 
observed  in  respect  of  them. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  this  day  of  in  the  year  of 

our  Lord  at  Georgetown,  in  the  colony  of  British  Guiana. 

(signed)  C.  D. 

To  his  Excellency  Henry  Light,  Agent-general  for  Emigraticm. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 
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No.  DATS. 

1.  MarquessofNormanby to  Groveraor  Light  39  Aug.  1839 


2.  Oovemor  light  to  Marquess  of  Koraianby  16  July  1839 
(Two  Enclosures.) 


3.  Lord  John  Russell  to  Governor  Light  -   12  Sept.  1839 

4.  Governor  Light  to  Marqu«8SofNormanby  30  July  1839 

(One  Enclosure.) 


SUBJECT.  PAGB. 

Transmitting  Parliamentary  Pa- 
pers respecting  Hill  Coolies 
and  Indented  Laboorers        -       3. 

Investigatioii    of  Mr.  ScoUe's  . 
complaint  respecting  the  Hill 
Coolies  on  Plantation  Vrieden- 
stein    -----      4 

Acknowledging  receipt  of  Des- 
patch of  16  July  -        -      7 

Transmitting  Copy  of  Report  of 
Commissioners  on  Emigrants 
located  in  Berbice        -        -      7 


5.  GroveraorLi^t  to  Marquess  of  Normanby 
(Four  Endosures.) 


1 2  Aug.  1 839  Forwarding  result  of  Inquiry  into 
Complaints  of  the  Hill  Coolies 
on  Bellevue  Estate        *        -      9 


6,  Governor  Light  to  MarquessofNormanby    5  Sept.  1839 
(One  Enclosure.) 


7.  Lord  John  Russell  to  Governor  Light     -  2  Nov.  1839 

8.  Grovemor  Light  to  MarquessofNormanby  14  Oct.  1839 

9.  Governor  liight  to  Lord  John  Russell  -  12  Nov.  1839 

(One  Enclosure.) 


10.  Governor  Dght  to  Lord  John  Russell   -    14  Nov.  1839 

(One  Enclosure.) 

11.  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell    -    14  Nov.  1839 

(One  Enclosure.) 


12.  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell  -   28  Nov.  1839 

(One  Enclosure.) 

13.  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell  -     6  Dec.  1839 

(Two  Enclosures.) 


14.  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell    -    19  Dec.  1839 
(One  Enclosure.) 


Transmitting  Answers  from  Sti- 
pendiary Magistrates,  and  Re- 
turns on  the  Condition  of  the 
Coolies        -        -        -        -     14 

Acknowledging  Despatch  of  5th 
September  -        -        -        -     44 

Condition  of  tiie  Coolies,  and  sug- 
gestions for  future  Immigration    44 

Transmitting  Monthly  Returns 
from  Stipendiary  Magistrates 
respecting  the  Coolies  -        -    40' 

Opinions  of  Attorney  and  Soli- 
citor-General of  British  Guiana    47 

EnclosingCircular  to  Stipendiary 
Magistrates^and  Extracts  from 
Report  of  Conunissioners       -    48 

Transmitting  Monthly  Returns 
from  Stipendiary  Magistrates      49 

State  of  the  Coolies  located  in 
Demerara  and  Essequibo,  and 
Report  of  their  Condition  on 
Four  Plantations    -        -        -    50 

Monthly  Return  from  Stipendiary 
Magistrates-        -        -        '55 
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(No.  75.) 

Copr  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Marquess  of  Nonnanby  to  Groveraor  Light 

Sir,  Downing-street,  29  August  1 839. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  copy  of  papers  relative  to  the  hill  coolies  and 
other  indented  labourers  in  British  Guiana,  recently  presented  to  Parliament  by 
Her  Majesty's  commands. 

Upon  a  review  of  the  whole  correspondence,  I  have  little  to  do  but  to  ex- 
press my  approbation  of  your  proceedings,  and  to  request  you  not  to  relax  your 
efforts  for  the  prevention,  detection,  or  redress  of  any  similar  evils  which  may 
occur  hereafter,  or  which  you  may  have  reason  to  apprehend.  The  illegal  punish- 
ments inflicted  upon  some  of  the  coolies,  by  superintendents  coming  from  their 
own  country,  appear  to  have  been  resorted  to,  not  in  malice,  but  in  ignorance ; 
those  persons  being  unaware  how  far  the  authority  which  they  have  been  accus- 
tomed to  exercise  elsewhere  is  limited  by  the  law  of  the  colony ;  and  though  the 
same  excuse  cannot  be  made  on  behalf  of  the  managers  of  those  estates,  who  ought 
to  have  discovered  and  corrected  such  an  abuse,  1  trust  that  the  example  which 
has  been  made  will  effectually  prevent  the  recurrence  of  any  grievance  of  this 
kind.  The  monthly  visits  of  the  stipendiary  magistrates  to  the  several  estates, 
under  your  recent  instructions,  and  the  periodical  circuit  of  Mr.  Wolsely  to  the 
several  police  stations,  will  keep  you  acquainted  with  the  actual  condition  of  all 
indented  immigrants,  and  secure  continual  attention  to  all  their  complaints. 

The  sickness  which  has  spread  so  widely,  and  proved  so  fatal  among  the  coolies 
in  some  places,  is  a  more  serious  evil,  and  I  fear  less  easy  to  be  overcome.  Much 
of  it,  however,  may  be  ascribed  to  the  difficulty  of  inducing  them  to  submit  to 
timely  remedies,  and  to  the  inexperience  of  the  medical  men  in  the  effects  pro- 
duced hy  complaints  not  usually  formidable,  upon  constitutions  impaired  alike  by 
the  meagre  diet  to  which  they  have  been  accustomed,  and  by  the  too  sudden  tran- 
sition to  a  plentiful  one.  And  I  am  encouraged  to  hope,  both  by  the  total 
absence  of  sickness  on  Mr.  Moss's  estate,  and  by  the  success  of  Dr.  Smith  in 
curing'the  aggravated  cases  transferred  from  the  Bellevue  hospital,  that  with  proper 
care  and  skill  the  further  spreading  of  the  diseases  from  which  the  coolies  have 
suffered  may  be  effectually  counteracted.  This  object  would  be  greatly  promoted 
by  the  appointment  of  some  competent  medical  officer  to  make  a  periodical  circuit 
of  the  estates*  hospitals,  and  see  that  all  requisite  precautions  are  adopted,  and 
I  do  not  doubt  that  the  court  of  policy  will  willingly  furnish  you  with  any  powers 
which  may  be  necessary  for  carrying  such  a  measure  into  effect.  It  is  very 
desirable  also  that  reports  concerning  the  health  and  condition  of  the  immigrants 
should  be  made  regularly  and  frequently,  and  forwarded  to  me. 

With  reference  to  the  suggestions  in  the  concluding  paragraph  of  the  Commis- 
sioners' Report,  you  will  instruct  all  magistrates  whose  sanction  may  be  required 
to  any  contracts  of  service  to  withhold  that  sanction  until  they  are  satisfied  that 
proper  provision  has  been  made  to  obviate  the  inconveniences  alluded  to.  The 
promulgation  of  such  an  instruction  will  be  a  sufficient  notice  to  parties  wishing 
to  enter  into  such  contracts  of  the  conditions  which  will  be  required. 

I  observe  some  other  matters  noticed  by  the  Commissioners  as  requiring  remedy. 
These  you  have,  of  course,  referred  to  the  proper  authorities,  and  will  report  the 
Steps  which  have  been  taken  in  consequence  as  soon  as  you  can. 

In  your  despatch,  No.  106,  of  the  27th  June,  you  observe  that  if  the  indentures 
of  the  coolies  be  cancelled,  the  importer  will  not  be  liable  to  the  expense  of  their 
return  to  their  native  country.  This  is  a  question  of  great  importance,  and  I  wish 
yo  u  to  submit  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  law  officers  of  the  colony,  and  to 
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transmit  their  report  to  me  without  delay.  If  the  opinion  which  you  have  ex- 
pressed be  affirmed  by  the  Crown  lawyers  in  this  country,  it  may  be  necessary  to 
take  some  further  measures  to  meet  the  cases  which  may  arise. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Normanby. 


No.  2. 


Governor  Light  to 
the  Marquess  of 
Kormanby, 
16  July  1839. 


—  No.  2.  — 
(No.  116.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  the  Marquess  of  Nomumby. 

My  Lord,  Governor's  Residence,  Demerara,  16  July  1839. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  the  result  of  an  inquiry  insti- 
tuted in  consequence  of  information  received  by  Mr.  Young,  Government  secretary, 
from  Mr.  Scoble,  alleging  ill-treatment  of  coolies  on  plantation  Vriedesteiu.  That 
gentleman  has  raked  up  every  incident  connected  with  the  coolies,  with  a  perse- 
verance that  I  trust  proceeds  from  worthy  motives.  The  investigation  does  not 
bear  out  his  charges.  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  forward  the  documents  for 
your  Lordship's  information. 

In  my  late  visit  to  Berbice,  I  went  with  the  sheriff  to  Highbury,  where  113 
coolies,  men,  women,  and  children,  are  located ;  84  men  were  assembled  for  my 
inspection.  I  have  seen  many  gangs  of  black  labourers  since  I  have  been  in  the 
West  Indies,  and  I  may  venture  to  say  I  never  saw  content  and  health  more 
marked  than  in  the  coolies.  Mr.  Whinfield  interpreted  my  questions  to  every 
individual,  and  not  one  answered  in  complaint.  I  asked  if  they  were  better  fed 
and  treated  in  India  ;  their  reply  was,  that  they  were  better  fed  and  treated  in  this 
country.  If  they  had  their  wives  and  families,  they  would  not  wish  to  return ; 
and  more  than  one  of  them  have  oflfered  to  go  back  to  Calcutta  for  their  friends, 
and  would  bring  as  many  coolies  as  the  manager  and  attorney  desired. 

The  habits  of  these  people  are  dirty ;  they  prefer  herding  together  in  one  room, 
rather  than  in  separate  houses ;  they  have,  however,  learned  to  take  care  of  the 
first  attack  of  chigoes.  Out  of  the  whole  gang  there  was  not  one  with  sores. 
There  were  eight  in  the  hospital,  of  which  three  or  four  only  were  suffering  from 
those  insects. 

In  comparing  the  mortality  since  their  arrival  with  the  Europeans,  it  is  as  one 
to  three ;  their  blood  b  purer  than  that  of  the  negroes,  and  the  observation  of  the 
colonial  surgeon  of  the  cases  from  Bellevue  is,  that  the  same  sort  of  sores  in  a 
ne^ro  would  not  have  been  cured  so  easily. 

I  trust  that  notwithstanding  the  clamour  excited  by  the  neglect  at  Bellevue,  and 
the  beatings  inflicted  by  the  interpreter  Jacobs  at  Vreed-en-Hoop,  justice  will  be 
done  to  the  general  good  treatment  the  coolies  have  received  in  other  parts  of  the 
colony. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        Henry  lAghL 


Enclosure  1,  in  No.  2. 

Sir,  Georgetown,  7  June  1839. 

End.  1,  in  Ko.  2.  I^  consequence  of  a  statement  made  in  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Inquiry 
into  the  condition  and  general  treatment  of  the  coolie  immigrants  in  this  colony,  that  on 
plantation  Vriedestein  only  one  assault  had  taken  place  on  the  person  of  a  coolie,  by  a 
negro  labourer,  I  beg  respectfully  to  call  his  Excellency's  attention  to  the  three  following 
assaults,  alleged  to  have  taken  place  on  that  estate,  which  have  been  reported  to  me. 

1.  On  Toroonta,  the  coolie  driver.  This  was  committed  by  Mr.  Nicolson,  the  manager,  in 
the  field.  I  regret  that  I  cannot  in  this  instance  give  the  names  of  the  witnesses  who  saw 
it ;  the  special  magistrate,  however,  will  be  able  to  obtain  the  names  of  the  parties  who 
saw  it,  by  applying  to  Toroonta. 

2.  On  Tanger,  or  Tanjore.  This  assault  was  also  committed  by  Mr.  Nicolson,  on  the 
dam,  in  the  presence  of  Guiness  Grant,  the  foreman  of  the  estate.  It  is  said  Tanger  was 
sick  at  the  time  the  assault  took  place. 

3.  On  Bamsing.  This  assault  was  also  committed  by  Mr.  Nicolson,  and  was  witnessed 
by  Guiness  Grant  and  the  sick-nurse  Princess.  This  coolie  complained  also  that  he  was 
ill  at  the  time  of  the  assault. 

I  have,  &c. 

The  Hon.  H.  E.  F.  Young,  (signed)        John  Scoble. 

Government  Secretary.  /av.,^  ^^«„  \ 

•'  (1  rue  copy.) 

H.  E.  F.  Your^y  Sec. 
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Enclosure  2,  in  No.  2. 

Sir,  Jadicial  District  (D),  8  July  1839. 

I  00  myself  the  honour  to  enclose  the  letter  of  Mr.  John  Scoble^  with  the  depositions 
taken  on  the  information  therein  contained;  With  respect  to  the  complaint  of  Toranto,  a 
coolie  therein  named,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  my  report  thereon,  dated  the  loth  March  last; 
and  with  regard  to  the  information  respecting  Tingar,  he  positively  denies  that  the  mana- 

fer  ever  touched  him  ;  and  there  is  no  other  coolie  on  the  estate  whose  name  resembles 
*anger  or  Tanjore. 

With  reference  to  the  enclosed  depositions  of  Ram  Deen  (not  Ramsing)  and  others,  I  beg 
leave  to  report  that  I  have  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  hold  the  manager,  Mr.  Nicolson, 
to  bail,  as  in  the  course  of  investigation  the  assault  appeared  very  trifling,  and  to  have  been 
committed  more  in  play  than  in  anger ;  and  I  respectfully  submit  to  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  that  the  case  is  not  of  sufficient  importance  to  war^pnt  my  referring  it  to  the 
adjudication  of  either  of  the  criminal  courts,  without  his  Excellency's  special  directions 
thereon,  having  warned  Mr.  Nicolson  of  the  impropriety  of  laying  hands  on  the  coolies, 
nnder  any  pretence. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Hon.  H.  E.  F.  Young,  S.  J.  P.  (signed)        Thos.  Coleman,  S.  J.  P. 


BRITISH 
GUIANA. 

Governor  Light 
to  the  Marquess  of 
Normanby, 
16  July  1839. 

End.  2,  in  No.  i* 
(A.)  annexed. 


.     (A.) 
ExTBACT  Report,  10  March  i839» 

Thb  manager,  Mr.  Nicolson,  having  stated  to  me  that  there  was  a  report  that  he  had 
beaten  one  of  the  coolies,  and  wished  to  clear  his  character  from  such  an  aspersion, 
I  sent  for  the  man,  a  coolie  named  Tooranto,  who  stated  that  about  three  months  ago, 
when  he  was  emploved  as  a  headman  over  the  other  coolies  in  the  field,  the  manager  hit 
him  with  a  piece  of  bamboo ;  that  he  bad  not  made  any  complaint  to  the  magistrate  or 
the  att<miey,  although  he  had  many  opportunities ;  that  be  has  since  been  reduced  from 
his  situation  over  the  coolies.  He  could  produce  no  evidence  in  support  of  his  statement, 
Mcept  as  to  that  he  had  been  so  reduced. 

A  woman,  named  Polly  Pagetj  was  also  called,  who  stated  that  she  had  been  for  several 
months  employed  in  the  same  field  in  superintending  the  coolies' work ;  had  frequently 
seen  the  manager  in  the  field  finding  great  fault  with  the  coolies'  work,  but  he  had  never 
hit  any  one  of  them  ;  that  the  said  Tooranto,  when  headman,  used  to  strike  them,  and,  as 
the  believes,  was  reduced  for  it.  This  woman's  statement  was  corroborated  by  the  over- 
seer and  others,  who  had  every  opportunity  to  observe  the  manager's  conduct  towards 
the  coolies. 

(signed)         Thos.  Coleman,  S.  J.  P. 


Demerara,  to  wit. — Plantation  Vriedestein,  12  June  1839. 

Be  it  remembered,  that  on  this  12th  day  of  June  1839,  d^ness  Grant  cometh  before 
me,  Thomas  Coleman,  stipendiary  magistrate,  and  informeth  me,  upon  his  oath,  that  a  coolie 
once  told  him  that  the  manager  gave  him  a  lick,  but  deponent  did  not  see  it.  I  once  saw 
the  manager  give  Ram  Deen  a  lick  ;  this  was  three  or  four  months  ago  ;  a  long  time  ago; 
he  was  in  the  sick-house  at  the  time,  and  wanted  to  come  out  before  he  was  well ;  the  lick  was 
with  a  little  switch  ;  I  do  not  think  it  hurt  him.  Has  never  seen  any  of  the  others  licked 
at  their  work  by  the  manager,  or  by  any  one  else.  A  long  time  ago  the  manager  offered 
them  rice,  and  they  said  it  was  not  enough,  and  they  would  not  take  it;  this  was  ou  a 
Saturday ;  I  afterwards  saw  them  bring  rice  to  the  estate,  but  I  do  not  know  where  they 
got  it.  One  of  these  coolies  is  named  Majoony ;  there  was  one  more  whose  name  I  do 
not  recollect.  I  know  of  no  coolies  being  beaten  by  the  manager,  who  had  come  to  him 
to  complain  of  being  sick.  The  quantity  of  rice  offered  to  them,  and  which  they  refused 
to  take,  was  as  much  as  I  used  to  receive  as  my  allowance  when  an  apprenticed  labourer; 
the  rice  was  quite  good. 

Cross-examined  : — Cannot  recollect  the  month  when  the  manager  licked  Ramdeen,  the 
sick  nurse;  Princess  was  present;  Platoo,  a  labourer  on  the  estate,  was  also  present;  does 
not  recollect  any  one  else.  Mr.  Scoble,  when  he  was  on  the  estate,  asked  me  if  I  ever 
saw  the  manager  lick  the  coolies ;  and  I  told  him  that  I  once  saw  him  give  a  man  named 
Ramdeen  a  stripe,  as  before  stated ;  this  was  at  Reinenstein,  after  he  went  from  this  estate. 
Has  no  more  information  to  give. 

Mark 
the  X  of 

Sworn  before  me,  this  12th  day  of  June  1839,  Guiness  Grant. 

(signed)        Thos.  Coleman,  S.  J.  P. 


77. 


B 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CORRESPONDENCE  ON  THE  CONDITION  OF 


BRITISH 
GUIANA. 

No.  2. 
Governor  Light, 
to  the  Marquess 
of  Normanby, 
16  July  1839, 

£dc1.  2,  in  No.  3. 


Ramdeettj  a  Coolie  of  PlaDtation  Vriedestein,  sworn : — States  that  when  he  was  sick  he 
left  the  hospital  to  go  to  his  house  for  money ;  the  sick-nurse  asked  him  where  he  had  been ; 
he  told  her ;  the  manager  was  there,  and  gave  him  two  licks  on  his  shoulder  with  a  small 
switch ;  it  did  not  hurt  him ;  it  was  not  a  bad  lick ;  hard  licks  are  bad ;  but  the  manager 
always  treats  him  good ;  no  people  beat  him ;  he  never  would  have  thought  of  making  com- 
plaints about  those  licks. 

Mark 
The     X     of 
Ramdeen. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  12th  day  of  June  1839, 

(signed)        Thomas  Cokman,  S«  J.  P. 

Roop  Chum  (Sirdar),  sworn ; — Never  saw  the  manager  beat  any  coolie ;  never  saw  any 
one  beat  the  coolies  at  their  work ;  I  superintend  them  at  their  work ;  the  manager  is  good 
to  the  coolies ;  they  get  plenty  of  rice ;  I  do  not  know  of  any  coolie  going  to  buy  rice. 

Mark 
The     X     of 
Roop  Churn. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  12th  day  of  June  1839, 

(signed)        Thomas  Coleman,  S.  J.  P. 

Princess  Gladstone,  sworn: — Is  sick-nurse  on  plantation  Vriedestein;  recollects  the 
manager  licking  Ramdeen ;  it  was  with  a  little  switch  ;  he  gave  him  two  licks;  they  could 
not  have  hurt  him  ;  does  not  recollect  the  manager  ever  treating  any  of  the  coolies  ill ;  he 
is  always  kind  to  the  coolies ;  when  he  goes  to  the  sick-house,  orders  deponent  always  to 
get  fowls,  wrine,  and  everything  requisite  for  them.  Ramdeen  was  sick,  and  was  ordered 
to  remain  in  the  hospital,  but  he  went  away  to  the  coolie-house ;  Ramdeen  did  not  cry 
out ;  I  do  not  believe  the  manager  meant  to  hurt  him ;  I  believe  Ramdeen  to  be  a  favourite 
of  the  managers. 

Mark 
The     X     of 


Sworn  before  me,  this  12th  day  of  June  1839, 

(signed)         Thomas  Coleman,  S.  J.  P. 


Princess  Gladstone. 


Majooney,  a  Coolie,  sworn : — Says,  one  Monday  he  went  to  Maria's  Lodge  to  buy  rice ; 
when  he  was  offered  the  rice,  the  bushel  was  not  full,  and  he  would  not  take  it ;  if  the 
bushel  had  been  full  he  would  have  taken  it.  Does  not  know  how  many  months  ago ; 
believes  five  months. 

Mark 
The     X     of 


Sworn  before  me,  this  12th  day  of  June  1839, 

(signed)         Thomas  Coleman^  S.  J.  P. 


Majooney. 


Buch,  a  labourer  on  Plantation  Vriedestein,  sworn : — I  have  been  two  or  three  months 
employed  in  the  buildings;  I  help  to  serve  out  the  rice ;  the  bushel  is  always  full. 

Mark 
The     X     of 

Buck. 
Sworn  before  roe,  this  12th  day  of  June  1839, 

(signed)        Thomas  Coleman,  S.  J.  P. 

Remanded  for  further  inquiry. 

(signed)         Thomas  Coleman,  S.  J.  P. 

Vriedestein,  8  July  1 839. 
Platoo,  sworn : — Is  employed  as  a  labourer  on  plantation  Vriedestein ;  knows  a  coolie 
named  Ramdeen  ;  some  time  ago  I  saw  the  manager  lick  Ramdeen  with  a  little  switch;  he 

gave  him  one  lick,  and  the  coolie  ran  away ;  this  was  in  the  Negro-yard ;  he  did  not  hit 
im  to  huri  him ;  I  do  not  think  he  could  feel  it ;  if  I  had  received  the  lick  I  should  not 
think  of  complaining  about  it;  if  any  one  had  hurt  me  I  should  have  complained. 

Cross-examined : — I  was  a  great  distance  off,  but  I  do  not  believe  the  manager  was  in  a 
passion,  he  only  frightened  him ;  I  cannot  tell  if  he  complained  of  sickness.  The  manager 
always  treats  the  coolies  well,  and  they  get  everything  they  call  for.  Outness  Grant  passed 
me  at  the  time  I  allude  to,  but  I  cannot  tell  how  long  it  is  since;  it  was  since  Christmas. 

Mark 
The     X     of 


Sworn  before  me,  this  8th  day  of  July  1839, 

(signed)         Thomas  Coleman,  S.  J.  P. 


Platoo. 
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Tingar,  a  Coolie,  located  on  the  above  estate,  sworn : — States  that  the  manager  never  BRITISH 
licked  him ;  the  manager  is  very  good  to  him ;  does  not  know  that  the  manager  ever  licked  GUIANA, 
any  of  them ;  he  is  very  good  to  them ;  gives  them  everything ;  is  good  master.  — * 

MarK  Governor  light, 

Ihe     X     of  to  the  MarqSess 

Tingar.  of  Normanby, 

Sworn  before  me,  this  8th  day  of  July  1839,  16  Jaly  1839. 

(signed)         Thomas  Coleman,  S.  J.  P.  ^^^  — ^^  ^ 


—  No.  3.  — 

(No.  9.) 
Copt  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  John  Russell  to  j^^  ^ 

Governor  Light. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  12  Sept.  1839. 

I  HAVE  received  your  despatch,  No.   116,  of  the   16th  July,  transmitting  the  Right  hon.  Lord 
result  of  an  inquiry,  instituted  in  consequence  of  information  received  by  Mr.   ^^^^  Russell  to 
Young  from  Mr.  Scoble,  respecting  the  hill  coolies  on  plantation  Vriedenstein.  la^SepT^iSsl '' 

Some  irregularities  appear  to  have  occurred  in  the  treatment  of  these  people  ;  but  

it  is  satisfactory  to  find  that  they  have  no  reason  to  be  discontented  v^ith  their 
condition,  nor  any  disposition  to  complain  of  it.  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  the 
remarks  respecting  the  hill  coolies  which  were  addressed  to  you  by  the  Marquess 
of  Normanby  on  the  29th  ult. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        /.  Russell. 


—  No.  4.  — 

(No.  123.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  the  Marquess  of  Normanby.  ^ 

Governor's  Residence,  Demerara, 
My  Lord,  30  July  1839. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  copy   of  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners  in  Governor  Light  to 
reference  to  emigrants  located  in  Berbice,  which  is  highly  satisfactory.  the  Marquess  of 

Normanby, 

I  have,  &c.                    30  July  1839- 
(signed)         Henry  Light.  


Enclosure  in  No.  4. 


Continuation  of  Rbpoet  in  reference  to  Indentured  Immigrants.  p.    1  -^  t^ 

To  His  Excellency  iSenry  lights  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief,  Vice-Admiral,  and 
Ordinary  in  and  over  the  Province  of  British  Guiana,  and  the  Honoarable  the  Court  « 
of  Policy.  ■ 

We,  the  undersigned  Commissioners,  appointed  by  your  Excellency,  on  the  resolution 
of  your  Honourable  Courts  under  date  the  15th*  of  May  last,  have  now  the  honour  to 
report  in  continuation : 

That  we  visited  the  estates  in  the  county  of  Berbice  where  immigrants  forming  the  object 
of  our  inquiry  are  located ;  and  it  affords  us  great  satisfaction  to  acquaint  your  Excellency 
and  Honourable  Court,  that  the  result  of  our  investigation  into  the  state,  condition,  and 
treatment  of  these  immigrants  in  this  county  is  most  favourable,  and  highly  satisfactory. 

For  more  detailed  information,  we  respectfully  refer  your  Excellency  and  Honourable 
Court  to  the  annexed  minutes  of  our  proceedings  taken  at  the  time  of  inspection. 

Thus  most  respectfully  submitted  by  your  Excellency's  and  your  Honourable  Court's 
most  obedient  humble  servants, 

Chas.  Rolnmon 
Michael  M'Turk. 

13  July  1839.  Charles  R.  Whinfield,  Sheriff  of  Berbice. 
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CORRESPONDENCE  ON  THE  CONDITION  OF 


BRITISH 
GUIANA. 

No.  4. 
Governor  Light  to 
the  Marquess  of 
Norroanby, 
30  July  1839. 


End.  in  No.  4. 


British  Guiana — County  of  Berbice. 

Minutes  in  continuation  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  His 
Excellency  the  Governor,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  State,  Condition,  and 
General  Treatment  of  the  Maltese,  Coolies,  Germans,  and  Portuguese,  under  Indenture 
or  Contract. 

No.  2.— The  Coolies  continued. 

On  Highbury,  Wednesday,  July  lo* — We  completed  our  inquiries  and  inspection  of 
these  immigrants  on  this  estate,  the  property  of  Messrs.  Davidson  and  Barkly  of  London, 
and  situated  about  12  miles  from  Mew  Amsterdam,  on  the  east  bank  of  the  River  Berbice. 
These  people  were  landed  from  the  bark  Whitby  in  May  1838;  their  number  was  as 
follows,  viz. 


Joined  from  Waterloo 

Decrease  by  death 

Remaining  this  day 
In  hospital     - 


The  deaths  are  thus  accounted  for  by  Dr.  Collymore,  viz. 
Of  dysentery  -..--- 

Diarrhcea       ------- 

General  debility     ------ 

Fever    -------- 

Ulcers   -------- 


Men. 

114 
1 

Women. 
5 

Children. 
10 

115 
16 

5 

1 

10 

99 
8 

4 

10 

Of  those  now  in  hospital,  there  are  cases  of — 
Intermittent  fever  -  -  -  - 
Dysentery  -  -  -  -  - 
Ulcer 


10 

3 

1 
1 
2 


5 
1 

2 


17 


8 


With  the  exceptions  of  the  cases  of  sickness  noted,  the  coolies  on  this  estate  are  in 
fine  health  and  spirits.  Their  indentures  are  dated  the  29th  December  1837,  ^^^  which 
period  their  services  commence.  The  terms  of  contract  are,  in  every  particular,  similar 
to  those  of  the  same  description  of  immigrants  in  Demerary  and  Essequebo,  viz.  for  five 
years^  service,  on  wages  of  five  rupees  monthly,  payable  in  dollars,  at  the  exchange  of  two 
rupees  per  dollar;  and  to  be  siipplied  daily  with  provisions,  and  annually  with  clothing,  as 
also  medical  attendance  and  medicines.  In  the  contract  there  is  a  stipulation  for  a  monthly 
deduction  of  one  rupee,  to  secure  the  proprietors  from  any  responsibility  of  their  becoming 
chargeable  to  the  colony.  This  deduction,  however,  has  been  very  properly  discontinued 
since  the  1st  of  November  last,  and  the  amount  which  had  been  at  that  time  abated  adjusted^ 
Their  cottages  are  very  good,  and  had  been  erected  and  prepared  for  their  reception  prior 
to  their  arrival  in  the  colony.  The  hospital  is  airy,  clean,  and  well  conducted.  We  would, 
however,  here  suggest^  that  bedsteads  and  bedding,  on  the  principle  of  those  in  the 
Colonial  hospital,  be  introduced  in  substitution  of  the  existing  fixed  bedsteads. 

It  is  quite  evident  every  attention  is  paid  to  render  these  coolies  comfortable  and 
happy;  and  from  all  the  information  we  receive,  they  have  considerably  itnproved  since 
their  arrival.  They  execute  their  work  with  a  cheerfulness  not  to  be  exceeded  in  any 
part  of  the  world ;  many  of  them  represent  "  we  feel  so  content  and  comfortable  here,  that 
if  our  families  were  with  us,  we  should  prefer  remaining  in  this  country.  We  get  more 
food  and  better  taken  care  of  than  in  our  own  country.'* 

Anunto  Ram^  the  bead  sirdar,  an  intelligent  man,  and  who  has  recently  married  a  young 
woman  from  a  coolie  family  on  this  estate,  says,  ''  I  have  only  my  father  and  mother  in 
India,  no  family  of  my  own,  and  I  will  go  to  Calcutta  at  any  time  my  master  wishes,  and 
return  with  plenty  of  these  people ;  they  would  be  glad  to  come  here.'' 

On  Waterloo— West  Coast. 

Thursday,  July  11. — We  completed  our  investigation  on  this  estate,  which  is  the  property 
of  the  proprietors  of  Highbury,  and  situated  about  nine  miles  from  the  Berbice  River 
Ferry*house.  These  coolies  were  landed  from  the  same  ship,  and  at  the  same  time  as  those 
on  Highbury ;  their  number  was  as  follows,  viz. 


Decrease  by  deaths 
Transfer  to  Highbury 

Remaining  this  day 
In  hospital    - 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

46 

— 

. 

5 

- 

- 

1 

— 

— 

40 

- 

- 

None, 
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These  people,  like  those  at  Highbury,  have  every  attention  paid  them,  and  they  are 
all  in  excellent  health  and  spirits,  and  in  all  respects  comfortable.  Their  cottages  are  very 
good,  and  kept  in  better  order  even  than  those  at  Highbary.  Tlie  terms  of  contract  are 
the  same  as  already  detailed,  and  generally  oar  observations  respecting  Highbury  apply  to 
this  estate.  There  could  not  have  been  a  person  selected  for  the  superintendence  of  this 
class  of  immigrants  better  qualified  than  Mr.  TurnbuU,  who  is  the  manager  of  Highbury, 
and  co-attorney  of  both  estates. 

No.  4. — ^The  Portuguese  continued. 

Thursday,  July  11. — Completed  our  inspection  of  these  immigrants  who  are  attached  to 
the  saw-mill  establishments  in  Canje.    The  number  located  in  1835  was  as  follows,  viz. 


Died    - 
Deserted 

Remaining 


Men. 

24 

7 

2 


15 


Women.      Children. 


3 

1 


3 

1 


BRITISH 
GUIANA. 

No.  4. 
Governor  Light  to 
the  Marquess  of 
Normanby, 
30  July  1839. 

Eod.  in  No.  4. 


The  terms  of  contract  are  the  same  as  those  for  the  same  description  of  immigrants  in 
the  counties  Deroerary  and  Essequebo.  They  are  now  very  healthy,  and  execute  their 
work  satisfactorily,  and  were  chiefly  employed  as  wood-cutters  and  mechanics.  Not  a 
complaint  of  any  kind. 

Chas.  Robinson. 

Michael  M'Turk. 

Charles  R.  Whinjield,  Sheriff  of  Berbice- 


—  No.  6.— 
(No.  134.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  the  Marquess  of  Normanby. 

Governor's  Residence,  Demerara, 
My  Lord,  1 2  August  1 839. 

It  being  essential  that  your  Lordship  should  be  in  possession  of  every  fact 
relating  to  the  coolies,  I  have  the  honour  to  forward  the  result  of  an  inquiry,  made  by 
my  directions,  into  a  complaint  addressed  to  me,  in  person,  by  a  few  of  those  people 
located  on  Bellevue.  The  complaint  was  investigated  on  the  spot  by  three  stipen- 
diary magistrates,  Messrs.  Wolseley,  Lyons,  and  Ross,  and  proved  to  be  un- 
founded, originating  in  a  mistaken  idea  the  coolies  had  of  their  rights. 

I  am  convinced  the  proprietors  of  estates  where  the  coolies  are  located  would 
find  it  to  their  advantage  were  they  to  place  these  persons  on  the  same  footing  as 
other  labourers,  retaining  only  that  part  of  the  indenture  made  at  Calcutta  which 
secures  the  services  of  the  coolies  to  these  estates.  With  this  view  the  accompany- 
ing note  was  sent  to  the  attorney  of  Bellevue ;  his  answer  is  annexed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  the  copy  of  a  letter  I  received 
from  the  colonial  surgeon,  in  answer  to  my  inquiries  as  to  the  recovery  of  the 
patients  from  Bellevue,  and  to  questions  put  to  him  regarding  the  effects  of  this 
climate  on  the  constitution  of  the  coolies. 

Dr.  Smith's  character  and  principles  place  him  above  all  suspicion  of  express- 
ing an  opinion  Respecting  the  coolies  from  interested  motives.  I  trust  it  will  have 
the  effect  of  removing  the  prejudices  which  exist  against  their  introduction  into 
this  colony,  unfettered  by  indenture,  and  free  to  reap  the  full  fruits  of  their 
industry. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Henry  Light. 


No.  5. 


Governor  Light  to 

the  Marquess  of 

Normanby, 

13  August  1839. 


Enclosure  I,  in  No.  5. 

Sir,  Georgetown,  Demerara,  7  Aagast  1839. 

Ws  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  his  Excellency  the  (Governor  the  minutes  of  our  pro- 
ceedings yesterday  at  plantation  Bellevue,  and  to  report,  for  his  Excellency's  information, 
that  the  complainants  were  unahle  to  substantiate  the  charge  of  any  breach  of  contract  on 
the  part  of  their  employers  towards  them. 

77.  B  3  Am 
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CORRESPONDENCE  ON  THE  CONDITION  OF 


BRITISH 
GUIANA. 

No.  5. 
Governor  Light  to 
llie  Marquess  of 
NormanhjTy 
12  August  1839. 

Encl.  1^  in  No.  5. 


As  the  best  means  of  settling  the  question  as  to  whether  they  had  or  had  not  received 
their  proper  allowances,  according  to  the  terms  of  their  indentures^  we  accompanied  them 
to  the  estate's  store^  and  there  saw  the  stipulated  quantities  of  provisions  weigned  in  their 
presence ;  the  result  was  a  conviction  in  our  minds  that  they  had  been  receiving  the 
allowances  to  which  they  were  entitled,  and  evidently  a  satisfactory  conviction  produced 
among  themselves  that  they  had  been  deceived  by  a  mistaken  notion  of  the  exact  quan- 
tities, which  their  indentures  prescribe* 

It  will  be  seen,  on  reference  to  the  proceedings,  that  the  complainant  Buxoo,  who  is  an 

intelligent  man,  and  spoke  in  behali  of  the  coolies  generally,  attempted  to  establish^ 

1st,  that  their  dlowance  of  food  was  not  issued  according  to  their  indentures ;  2dly,  that 
they  do  not  receive  oil,  tobacco,  plates  or  cups ;  and  sdly,  that  one  bttt  per  diem  is 
stopped  from  their  wages  every  day  they  are  sick. 

Toe  complainant  Good^l  complains  of  having  too  much  work,  and  of  being  made  by 
the  sirdar  to  work  for  him  instead  of  for  his  master. 

The  remaining  complaints  will  be  found  to  be  altogether  frivolous,  or  dependent  upon 
the  industry  of  the  complainants  themselves,  and  distinct  from  any  right  given  to  them  by 
their  indentures. 

By  the  evidence  of  Nathakan,  the  sirdar,  whose  character  has  been  considered  suffi- 
ciently good  by  the  minister  of  the  parish  to  admit  of  his  beins  baptized  into  the  Christian 
faith,  and  whose  testimony,  given  upon  oath,  duly  administered  according  to  the  custom  of 
our  church,  may  consequently  be  received  with  some  degree  of  conndeoce,  it  will  be 
found  that  the  complaints  preferred  by  Buxoo  and  Goodeal  are  distinctly  contradicted, 
and  that  the  evidence  of  the  engineer  and  of  the  field  woman  likewise  disprove  the  truth 
of  the  complainants'  assertions.  It  should  moreover  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  indentures 
do  not  specify  that  the  coolies  are  to  receive  either  plates,  cups,  tobacco,  sugar,  rum,  or 
lamp-oil;  yet  an  allowance  of  tobacco  and  of  lamp-oil  is  issued  to  them  weekly ;  a  dram 
of  rum  (equal  to  two  wine-glasses)  is  given  daily  to  each  when  at  work,  and  a  little  sugar 
to  those  wno  are  employed  in  the  engine-house. 

With  regard  to  tneir  complaint  of  deductions  having  been  made  from  their  wages,  we 
found  by  their  contracts,  of  which  extracts  are  hereunto  annexed,  that  they  relinquish 
all  claim  for  wages  during  the  time  they  are  unable  to  perform  their  duty,  from  sickness  or 
other  inevitable  cause,  and  that  one  rupee  per  month  is  withheld  towards  defraying  the 
expeose  of  their  return  to  Calcutta. 

With  reference  to  the  charge  of  being  made  to  work  for  the  sirdar,  we  trust  that  our 
advice  and  explanations  on  this  and  other  matters  will  prevent  their  being  exposed  to  im- 
positions of  this  or  any  other  kind ;  though  we  must  observe  that  the  sirdar  positively 
denied  the  charge,  and  we  consider  it  highly  improbable  that  the  manager  would  nave  per- 
mitted such  a  perversion  of  labour* 

We  inspected  the  manager's  pay-book,  visited  the  hospital  and  the  building  in  which  the 
coolies  reside,  with  all  of  which  we  were  perfectly  satisfied ;  and  have  the  further  gratifi- 
cation to  report,  that  the  coolies  generally  appeared  to  be  in  good  health,  and  were  cheerful 
in  their  demeanour. 


The  Hon.  H.  E.  F.  Young, 
Gov.  Sec. 


We  have,  &c. 

(signed)        A.  M.  Lyons,  S.  J.  P. 
George  Ross,  S.  J.  P. 
W.  B.  fVokeley,  S.  J.  P. 


P.  £« — Annexed  will  be  fouiid  a  Memorandum  of  the  wages  and  allowances  to  which 
the  coolies  are  entitled  by  their  indentures. 

(True  copy.) 

H.  £.  F.  Young,  Gov.  Sec. 


Extracts  from  the  General  Agreement  entered  into  at  Calcutta,  on  the  agth  December 
1837,  between  the  Agents  of  A.  CohiUe,  Esq.,  of  London,  and  certain  Coolie  Labourers 
employed  upon  his  Plantation,  Bellevue,  in  the  Colony  of  British  Guiana. 

1.  We  engage  to  perform  willingly  and  diligently  our  said  duty  of  labourers,  with  the 
usual  time  allowed  us  for  rest  and  food ;  and  should  we  be  at  any  time  during  the  period 
hereinafter  named  unable  to  perform  our  duty,  from  sickness  or  other  inevitable  cause,  we 
hereby  agree  to  relinquish  all  claim  upon  our  said  master  for  wages  during  the  time  we  are 
absent,  provided  we  are  found  in  foocl  and  clothing  while  so  absent  from  work. 

2.  As  the  said  James  Mathews  must  be  responsible  to  Government  that  the  natives 
shall  not  be  a  burden  to  the  colony  in  the  event  of  their  leaving  their  employment,  one 
rupee  per  month  shall  be  retained  from  thq  pay  of  each  individual  till  there  shall  be  a 
sufficient  sum  to  provide  a  passage  for  each  to  Calcutta;  and  should  no  such  contingency 
take  place,  the  money  shall  be  restored  at  the  end  of  five  years. 

(True  extracts.) 

W.  B.  Woheley, 

Assistant  Goverament  Secretary. 
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Memobanduh  of  Wages  and  Allowances  to  the  Coolies  on  Plantation  Bellevue. 

Coolie  sirdar     -    -    -    6  rupees     -        -        -        -        -"I 

Coolie  mate  -    -    -    -    5  rupees     -----  >per  month* 

Coolie  ordinary  labourer  4  rupees     -        -        -        -        -J 


Rice  -  -  -  -  14  chittacks 
Doll  -  -  -  -  2  chittacks 
Ghee  or  oil  -  -  -J  chittack 
Salt  ....  I  chittack 
Dried  fish  -  -  -*  l  chittack 
Turmeric  and  tamarinds^  1  chittack 
Onions  and  chillis  -    J  chittack 


per  diem. 


BRITISH 
GUIANA. 

No.  5. 
Goyeraor  Light  to 
tlie  Marquftss  of 
Kormanby, 
12  August  1839. 

EncL  1,  in  No.  5, 


Two  blankets  --..--- 

Two  dhooties  ------- 

One  jacket     --------        -[^  per  annum. 

One  cap  .----.- 

One  wooden  bowl  ------- 

And,  between  four  persons,  one  brass  cup  or  bowl 

The  weights  used  on  the  estate  are  East  India  chittacks. 
The  rupee  is  estimated  at  two  to  one  dollar. 


(A.) 

Minutes  of  an  Investigation  held  at  Plantation  Bellevue  on  Tuesday  the  6th  of  August 
1839,  ^y  command  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  before  A.  M.  Lyons,  W.  B.  Wolseley, 
and  George  Ross,  Stipendiary  Magistrates. 

JSuxoo,  coolie  labourer,  examined,  (liaving  been  previously  sworn  according  to  the  Hindoo 
custom.  Nathakhan  sworn  as  interpreter.  Complainant  objected  to  Nathwhan  acting  as 
iBterpreter,  and  prayed  the  court  to  allow  the  boy  Beetland  to  act  in  that  capacity. 
Beetfand  admitted  as  interpreter) : — If  I  get  everything  which  is  on  the  paper  I  make  no 
complaint;  but  I  do  not  get  the  proper  quantity  of  rice,  butter,  tamarinds,  turmeric,  and 
garlic  (complainant  hands  to  the  court  a  copy  of  the  indenture  of  one  of  his  comrades,  his 
own  being  locked  up) ;  I  do  as  much  work  as  I  am  able;  as  soon  as  it  is  four  o'clock  I  leave 
my  work,  whether  I  have  finished  the  task  given  me  or  not;  I  get  no  oil  nor  tobacco ; 
nor  any  plate  or  cup  to  drink  water. 

When  I  am  one  day  sick  one  bitt  is  stopped  ;  when  I  am  two  days  sick  two  bitts  are 
stopped  from  my  wages.    I  have  no  futher  complaint  to  make. 

Bhay  Ressall,  coolie  labourer,  next  examined: — Yesterday  I  went  to  the  ferry  and  paid  a 
guilder ;  fourteen  coolies  went  across  at  the  same  time,  and  paid  a  guilder  each;  we  want 
ue  money  back  again ;  I  went  to  town  to  complain ;  if  I  got  plenty  of  butter  and  rice  I 
would  not  go.     I  have  got  nothing  further  to  say. 

Dabey,  coolie  labourer,  next  examined : — Bhay  Ressall  works  in  the  buildings  and  gets 
more  money  than  I  do. 

I  work  in  the  engine-house,  but  do  not  get  enough  of  money.  I  have  nothing  further  to 
say. 

Soordeen,  coolie  labourer,  next  examined : — I  do  not  want  pease,  I  want  tobacco ;  I  do  not 
wish  to  work  in  the  field,  I  want  to  cook ;  if  I  do  not  get  tobacco  my  belly  hurts  me.  I  have 
nothiug  further  to  complain  of. 

Colly  Ram,  coolie  labourer,  next  examined : — If  I  get  everything  that  is  on  the  paper 
(meaning  the  contract)  I  would  be  too  glad ;  I  do  not  want  tobacco ;  yesterday  I  go  to  town; 
I  get  nothing  to  eat ;  the  sirdar  ^oes  to  town ;  he  gets  money  from  Mr.  Matthews. 

(The  sirdar  produces  two  guilders  presented  to  him  by  Mr.  Matthews,  from  whom,  he 
states  likewise  to  have  received  one  dollar  and  a  half,  to  buy  bread  for  the  other  coolies 
who  went  to  town.) 

Goodeal,  coolie  labourer,  next  examined : — I  go  to  the  field ;  they  give  me  too  much 
work,  then  the  driver  Quarrels  with  me. 

I  do  not  want  the  headman ;  the  sirdar  takes  the  coolies  to  do  his  own  work ;  I  do  not 
object  to  do  buckra  work,  but  I  will  not  work  for  the  sirdar. 

James  Milligan,  manager,  stated  on  his  defence  :•— I  wish  to,  prove  the  time  when  the 
coolies  commenced  workms:  in  the  morning,  and  the  time  that  they  knock  off  in  the  after- 
noon; I  also  wish  the  weights  and  measures  to  be  examined. 
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Nuthakhan,  sirdar,  examined : — I  go  at  the  same  time  to  work  with  the  coolies,  and  am 
always  with  them  ;  they  go  to  work  at  six  o'clock  in  the  mornings  and  sometimes  at  serea 
o'clock  io  the  morning;  they  come  home  sometimes  at  one  o'clock,  sometimes  at  two 
o'clock  ;  they  are  sometimes  in  the  field  till  three  o'clock,  but  never  till  four  o'clock.  (Pro- 
duced his  watch  and  was  found  to  understand  the  time.) 

They  do  48  roods  a  day  in  trashing  canes ;  thejr  do  less  work  now  than  when  they 
first  came  to  the  colony.  Captain  Coleman  has  desired  them  to  do  24  roods  double-rovr 
in  weeding  and  moulding  canes. 

I  serve  the  allowance  myself  to  the  coolies ;  the  quality  of  the  provisions  has  always 
been  good,  and  the  quantity  according  to  their  indenture. 

The  coolies  when  they  are  at  work  receive  one  dram  of  rum  every  day ;  they  also  get 
tobacco,  one  head  for  two  men  every  week,  whether  they  are  sick  or  not.  They  have  got 
a  tin  pan  each,  instead  of  a  wooden  bowl,  to  which  they  are  entitled  by  their  agreement. 
They  get  about  three  pints  of  palm-oil  distributed  among  the  whole  of  them  once  a  week, 
as  well  as  a  saucepan  of  lampnoil  for  lighting  the  coolie-house  during  the  same  period ; 
the  palm-oil  they  use  for  anointing  their  bodies. 

Richard  Ford  Colville  examined  : — I  am  engineer  upon  this  estate,  and  have  charge  of 
the  rum  for  the  cooHes ;  all  the  coolies  who  work  in  the  engine-house  during  the  grinding 
get  about  a  pound  of  sugar  once  a  week  ;  when  they  are  in  the  field  they  get  one  dram 
each  daily  ;  and  when  they  are  employed  in  the  buildings  they  get  two  drams. 

Nebon  Orlando  examined  : — I  am  a  field  foreman  on  this  estate ;  the  coolies  sometimes 
work  under  me;  they  generally  turn  out  to  their  work  before  the  old  negro  labourers; 
I  cannot  say  at  what  hour  exactly  ;  it  is  after  sunrise ;  they  do  a  good  half  of  the  work 
which  the  negroes  perform,  in  relieving  and  supplying,  but  not  so  well,  as  they  do  not 
understand  it.    They  leave  the  field  sometimes  at  one,  but  never  later  than  two- 


The  manager  produced  bis  pay-book,  containing  a  statement  of  the  wages  paid  to  each 
coolie  labourer,  and  the  stoppages. 

The  rice,  butter,  salt-fish,  onions,  and  pease,  were  next  insnected,  and  the  quantity  of 
each  stipulated  in  the  contract  weighed  in  the  presence  of  Uie  coolies.  The  quality  of 
food,  with  the  exception  of  the  rice  (which  appeared  diuty,  having  been  taken  from  the 
bottom  of  a  cask),  appeared  to  be  good  and  wholesome. 

The  house  occupied  by  the  coolies  was  next  inspected,  and  they  were  admonished  not 
to  go  again  to  town  in  a  body  to  make  their  complaints,  but  on  all  occasions  in  future, 
when  they  have  any  grievance,  to  repair  to  the  stipendiary  magistrate  of  the  district. 


The  Finding. 

The  Court  having  taken  into  consideration  the  evidence  on  either  side,  and  seen  the 
difierent  kinds  of  provisions  weighed  in  the  presence  of  the  coolies,  are  of  opinion,  that 
the  charges  preferred  by  the  complainants  have  not  been  proven,  but,  on  the  contrary,  that 
their  allowances  of  food  have  been  issued  agreeably  to  the  quantities  prescribed  in  their 
indentures. 

The  complaints  are  accordingly  dismissed. 

(signed) 


(True  copy.) 


A.  M.  Ij/ons,  S.  J.  P. 
George  Ros$,  S.  J.  P. 
IT.  B.  Wobektf,  S.  J.  P. 


E.  F.  YouTig,  Gov.  Sec. 


Enclosure  2,  in  No.  5. 

British  Guiana,  Government  Secretary's  Office, 
9  August  1839. 

Eacl.  2,  in  No.  5.  Mr.  Young  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Matthews,  and  in  reference  to  the  various 
complaints  preferred  by  the  coolies  of  plantation  Bellevue  in  regard  to  their  pay  and  aliow— 
ances,  and  especially  to  a  comnlaint  preferred  the  day  before  yesterday,  and  reported  upon 
bv  Messrs.  Lyons,  Ross,  and  Wolseley,  of  which  Air.  Matthews  may  obtain  a  perusal, 
Mr.  Young  is  desired  by  the  Governor  to  offer  the  following  suggestion :  That  Mr.  Mat- 
thews should  at  once  apply  to  the  owner  of  plantation  Bellevue  for  authority  to  place  the 
coolie  labourers  on  the  same  footing  jprecisely,  in  respect  to  remuneration  for  their  labour, 
as  the  other  unindented  labourers  of  plantation  Bellevue ;  by  which  is  meant,  that  their  ' 
indenture  should  continue  in  force  as  to  the  duration  of  their  employment  at  Bellevue,  but 
that  their  wages  should  depend  upon  the  quantity  of  work  performed,  and  be  estimated  at 
the  current  rate. 


(True  copy.) 


H.  E.  F.  Youngs  Gov.  Secretary. 
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Enclosure  3,  in  No.  5. 


BRITISH 
GUIANA. 


No.  5. 
Governor  Light  to 
the  Marquess  of 
Normanby, 
12  August  1839. 


Cumingsburgh,  lo  August  1839. 

Mb.  Matthews  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Young,  and  in  reply  to  his  com- 
municalionof  yesteraaj',  begs  to  state,  that  the  suggestion  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor, 
''  that  Mr.  Matthews  should  at  once  apply  to  the  owner  of  plantation  Bellevue  for  autho- 
rity to  place  the  coolie  labourers  on  the  same  footing  precisely,  in  respect  to  remuneration 
for  their  labour,  as  the  other  unindentured  labourers  on  plantation  Bellevue/'  will  be  sub-  End.  3,  in  No.  5 
mitced  by  him  to  the  gentleman  who  assumes  in  the  course  of  this  month  the  attorneyship 
of  that  estate,  and  no  doubt  he  will  communicate  with  the  proprietor,  Mr.  Colville,  as 
early  as  possible  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Matthews  has  to  remark,  in  regard  to  the  various  complaints  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Young 
as  preferred  by  the  coolies  about  their  pay  and  allowances,  and  especially  to  a  complaint 
made  some  days  ago,  that  there  has  been  no  proof  adduced  in  any  case  of  their  oeing 
deprived  of  what  tliey  are  entitled  to  by  their  indentures.  The  report  of  Messrs.  Lyons, 
Ross,  and  Wolseley  on  the  recent  case,  which  Mr.  Matthews  has  perused,  shows  evidently 
that  the  complaint  was  frivolous;  and  the  coolies,  on  their  own  evidence,  admit  having 
received  other  articles  in  addition  to  the  stipulated  allowance. 

The  Honourable  H.  E.  F.  Young, 
Sec.  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  4,  in  No.  5. 

Sir,  Georgetown,  10  August  1839. 

In  compliance  with  his  Excellency's  desire,  1  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  report  of  the 
coolies  of  plantation  Bellevue  treated  in  the  colonial  hospital  since  the  7th  June,  from 
which  it  will  appear  that 

19  have  been  been  cured;  of  whom  17  have  returned  to  the  estate,  and  two  remain 

in  hospital  for  a  few  days, 
2  have  died, 
6  remain  tinder  treatment. 

27 


End.  4,  in  No.  5. 


In  answer  to  that  portion  of  your  communication  requiring  me  to  report  '^  any  observa- 
tions 1  may  have  made  upon  the  general  constitution  of  the  coolies  in  reference  to  the 
effects  upon  it  of  the  climate  of  British  Guiana,  and  to  state  my  opinion  whether  they  are 
more  or  less  subject  to  sores  than  the  African,  the  native,  or  the  immigrant  labourers  of 
the  colony,  and  whether  their  recovery  under  these  or  the  other  ordinary  diseases  to  which 
labourers  are  subject  is  slower  and  more  difficult,"  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  I  entertain  a 
more  favourable  opinion  of  the  constitution  of  the  coolies,  in  reference  to  their  adaptation 
to  this  climate,  than  of  any  other  class  of  immigrants  whom  I  have  met  in  the  colony. 

Of  the  30  coolies  (including  the  interpreter  and  two  cooks)  placed  under  my  charge, 
none  have  been  attacked  since  the  7th  June  with  the  intermittent  fever,  the  endemic  of 
British  Gniana,  nor  do  any  seem  to  have  suffered  prior  to  that  period  from  this  cause. 
This  community,  when  compared  with  the  Maltese  and  Portuguese  immigrants,  is  worthy 
of  note.  I  have  treated  in  the  colonial  hospital,  since  the  16th  ultimo,  76  Maltese,  all  of 
whom  (men,  women,  and  children,  and  even  mfants)  were  labouring  under  severe  attacks  of 
this  disease,  and  in  almost  every  instance  the  constitution  was  already  more  or  less  impaired, 
and  the  spleen  considerably,  and  in  some  cases  enormously,  enlargecl. 

I  have  nad  many  Portuguese,  some  Germans  and  English,  and  several  black  immigrants 
from  the  neighbouring  colonies  placed  under  my  charge  in  private  practice  on  estates,  but 
in  none  have  I  observed  this  immunity  from  intermittent  fever;  the  Portuguese,  indeed, 
seemed  to  be  equally  liable  with  the  Maltese  to  this  disease,  attended  with  equal  injury  to 
the  constitution ;  and  since  I  have  been  in  charge  of  the  institution,  many  of  the  former 
have  presented  themselves  for  admission  while  suffering  from  dropsies  and  visceral  obstruc- 
tioQS,  the  usual  sequel  of  intermittent  fevers,  repeatedly  attacking  the  same  individual. 

I  am  unable  to  arrive  at  any  positive  conclusion  as  to  the  greater  or  less  liability  of  the 
coolies  to  ulcers,  when  compared  with  other  labourers  in  the  colony,  in  consequence  of 
those  only  who  were  affected  with  ulceration  being  placed  under  my  care.  I  am,  never* 
tbeless,  of  opinion  that  those  whom  I  treated  were  not  constitutionally  predisposed  to 
that  affection,  but  that  they  suffered  in  consequence  of  chigoes,  and  of  their  own  igno- 
rance of  the  proper  mode  of  ridding  themselves  of  these  very  troublesome  insects.  This 
opinion  is  strengthened  by  the  fact  that  in  25  of  the  27  cases,  ulceration  was  confined  to  the 
toes  originally,  and  extended  thence  to  the  foot. 

The  uncommon  rapidity  with  which  most  of  those  severe  cases  progressed  to  a  favour- 
able termination  is  a  negative  proof  of  the  non-predisposition  of  the  coolies  to  the  disease 

77*  C  generally 
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generally  termed  in  this  colony  ''  constitutional  ulcer/'  while  it  affords  strong  evidence  of 
the  great  restorative  powers  of  their  constittttion,  surpassing  that  of  every  other  class  of 
labourers  whom  I  have  had  occasion  to  treat  for  the  same  disease  in  this  country. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Hon.  H.  E.  F.  Young,  Gov.  Sec  (signed)        E.  M'L.  Smitk,  m.d. 

8cc.    &c.    Suu  Acting  Colonial  Surgeon. 

(True  copy.) 

H.  E.  F.  Youngj  Gov.  Secretary. 


Report  of  the  Coolies  of  Plantation  Bellevue,  admitted  into  the  Colonial  Hospital 

on  the  7th  June  1839. 

Joy  Sing,  discharged  cured,  30th  J  une. 

Loll,  discharged  cured,  5th  July. 

Matta  Deer,  discharged  cured,  30th  June. 

Tettengin,  ulcer  healthy ;  reduced  to  one-eighth  its  original  size ;  cicatrizing  rapidly,  but 
with  loss  of  tendon  achilles. 

Dogallie,  discharged  cured,  6th  July. 

Duhargbut,  died  i2ih  June. 

.Ram  Jaan,  ulcer  reduced  to  one-sixth  of  its  original  size ;  healthy,  and  cicatrizing  rapidly. 

Catoo  Bongallie,  cured ;  remains  in  hospital  as  cicatrice  is  too  recent  to  admit  of  his 
discharge  for  some  few  days. 

Suloll  Ling,  original  ulcer  cured ;  but  remains  in  hospital  in  consequence  of  abscesses 
forming  in  the  course  of  the  tendon  achilles. 

Jooa,  discharged  12th  July. 

Loordeall,  discharged  cured,  12th  July. 

Lakeea,  discharged  cured,  12th  July. 

Hara  Dhom,  discharged  cured,  5th  July. 

Seeto  Ram,  discharged  cured,  igth  July. 

Khadoo,  discharged  cured,  12th  July. 

Run^eel,  discharged  cured,  30th  June. 

Rassik,  discharged  cured,  30th  June. 

Bongali  Mohama,  cured ;  to  be  discharged  on  Monday  the  12th  instant. 

Gooye,  discharged  cured,  30th  June. 

Mohansing,  discharged  curec),  5ih  July. 

Peertum,  discharged  cured,  12th  July. 

Jeeburn,  ulcer  reduced  to  one-tenth  its  original  size;  healthy,  cicatrizing  rapidly. 

Jheery,  died  14th  July,  having  refused  amputation,  as  recommended  on  his  admission. 

Daboo,  discharged  cured,  igth  July. 

Soulratte,  ulcer  diminished  in  size,  but  still  of  an  indolent  character. 

Mungeel,  discharged  cured,  5th  July. 

Joogal,  ulcer  healthy ;  cicatrization  nearly  completed. 


10  August  1839. 


(signed)        K  M'L.  Smith,  m.d. 

Acting  Colonial  Surgeon^ 
(True  copy.) 

H.  E.  F.  Young,  Gov.  Secretary. 


No.  6. 

Governor  Light  to 

llie  Marquess  of 

Normanby, 

5  September  1839. 


—  No.  6.  — 
(No.  149.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Grovernor  Light  to  the  Marquess  of  Normanby. 

Governor's  Residence,  Demerara, 
My  I/ord,  5  September  1839. 

Having  observed  in  the  papers  brought  out  by  the  last  mail  exaggerated  ac- 
counts of  the  great  mortality  amongst  the  coolies  in  their  passage  to  this  colony, 
I  think  it  my  duty  to  place  your  Lordship  in  possession  of  the  embarkation 
returns,  signed  by  the  proper  authorities  at  Calcutta.  Your  Lordship  will  per- 
ceive, that  out  of  437  persons  embarked,  16  only  died  ;  two  fell  overboard  in  a 
violent  gale. 

I  trust  these  returns,  and  the  accompanying  documents,  will  satisfy  your  Lord- 
ship that  no  excessive  mortality  occurred  during  the  voyage. 

I  have  the  honour  now  to  transmit  copies  of  questions  circulated  by  my  direc- 
tion in  the  early  part  of  the  year  to  the  stipendiary  magistrates,  with  their  answers, 
respecting  the  coolies  in  the  different  districts.  The  subsequent  transactions  rela- 
tive 
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tive  to  these  persons  made  me  withhold  them ;  they  are  transmitted  to  confirm.  ^^  g 

your  Lordship  in  the  opinion  that  I  had  not  been  deficient  in  vigilance  respecting  Governor  Light  to 
these  strangers.  the  Marquess  of 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  the  last  returns,  to  the  1st  August,  of  the  condition  Normanby, 
of  the  cooUes.     One  death  occurred  in  July  at  Anna  Regina,  ♦'  general  decay ;"  5  September  i»3» 
since  which,  on  plantation  Bellevue,  one  of  the  coolies  laid  a  bet  he  would  drink  a 
bottle  of  rum  in  the  field,  and  having  nearly  finished  it,  continued  his  work ;  he  was 
missed  when  his  companions  left  their  work ;  he  had  lain  down,  unshaded  from 
the  sun,  and  was  found  dead  firom  the  effects  of  sun  and  the  rum  he  had  drank. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        Henry  Light. 

1  have  to  observe,  that  whilst  sickness  has  prevailed  in  most  parts  of  the  colony 
during  the  last  three  or  four   months,  there  has  been  little  mortality  amongst  the 

cooUes. 

H.  L. 


'  Enclosure  in  No.  6.  End.  in  No.  6. 

(A.) 

Memorandum. — Hill  Coolies,  per  Hesperus,  from  Cdcutta. 

Number  embarked  at  Calcutta,   as  per  List  herewith,  signed    at  Calcutta   by   the 
Secretary  to  Government    --------      170  Persons. 


Namely,  Names  on  the  List  .        -        -      155 

Wives,  not  named  -        -        -  5 

Children,  ditto       -        -        -        -         10 


1 70,  including  Interpreters. 


Number  arrived  at  Demerara,  as  per  List  herewith,  signed  by  the  sheriff  of  the 
colony       --------.---.     156 

Accidentally  drowned  on  the  voyage,  {vide  the  Doctor^s  letter  annexed)    -        -        2 

158 
Died  on  the  voyage    of  90  days)        -        -        -        -        -      1 2 

170 


To  the  Editor  of  The  Gviana  Chronicle. 


Sir, — ^A  paragraph  appeared  in  the  Gazette  of  Saturday  last,  which  was  so  utterly  false 
in  a  part  of  its  statements,  that  I  shall  feel  greatly  obUged  by  your  allowing  me  to  contra- 
dict It  in  yomr  paper. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Gazette  that  two  of  the  coohes  belonging  to  the  ship  Hesperus,  from 
Calcutta,  perished  during  the  voyage  ;  one  by  cutting  his  throat,  and  the  other  by  throw- 
ing himself  overboard ;  but  from  what  source  the  editor  could  have  obtained  his  information, 
I  am  altogether  at  a  loss  to  imagine,  as  nothing  of  the  kind  ever  occurred.  Both  the  cases, 
to  which  I  take  it  for  granted  he  alludes,  were  not  as  he  describes  tbem,  suicidal,  but  purely 
accidental,  one  of  the  men  falling  overboard,  the  middle  of  the  night,  during  a  very  severe 
gale,  and  the  ether  being  washed  off  the  gangway  by  a  wave  during  a  second  gale,  about 
four  weeks  afterwards.  In  both  cases  every  possible  exertion  was  made  to  save  them,, 
though  ufortunately  without  success. 

I  remain,  8cc. 
Monday,  7  May  1838.  (signed)         J.  P.  Richmond^  m.  d. 
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No. 


1 

2 

3 

4 
5 
6 

7 

8 

9 
10 

11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 

17 

18 
19 

20 

21 

22 

23 
24 
25 
26 

27 
28 

29 
30 
31 

32 

33 
34 

35 

37 

38 
39 

40 
4t 
42 

43 
44 
45 
46 

47 

48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 

54 

55 


REGISTER  of  Indian  Labourers  proceeding  from  the 


NAMES. 


Soonawoollah  - 
Gunnesscfe 

Phacheeraw 
Mooktorum 
Phagoor  - 
Behurree  - 
Bhowhoree 

Arjoori    - 
Munsook 
Sunkur    • 

Bhauffeerat 
Ramdun  - 
Caneallee 
Joydiund 
Rum  Sing 
Kyramt   - 

Bustora  Doss    - 

Bullee  Ranff     • 
Jeewoon  Khaw 

Grooljar    - 

Lobin 

Bhuggor 

Gopaul  - 
Boodoo  - 
Deallee  - 
Bucktowur 
Kistoo  - 
Moorlee  - 

Munbode  Sing  - 
Soobul     - 
Deenonauth 

Tooruntee 
Kyrooah  (boy) 
Shuck  Gopee   - 

Bhowanuy  Sing 
Rarololl   - 
Sookoy    - 

Leetaw  Sing     • 
Mangoo  - 

Petumber 
Boodee  - 
Maturree 

Kisnaw     • 
Govind  (boy)    - 
Sreemunt 
Chedam   - 
Mohuin    • 

Khadoo    • 
Lutchmun 
Hurry  Sing 
Persaud   - 
Chintawmoney 
Muddoii  - 

Nobin 

Mohun    - 


CAST  E. 


Mussulman,  Burdwan 
Kurmee,  Anjoodeaw 

Rajpoot,  Modafapore 
UgnCyPoodnawchuttee 
Sohur,  Mednapore    - 
Kurme,  Guya   - 
Ba]uah,  Anjoodea     - 


Period 
of  Contract. 


Kybut,  Hooghly 
Goval,  Soorangpore 
Kurmee,  Lucknow 


Chutree,  Mynpore     - 
Srie,  Lucknow 
Lohur,  Midnapore 
Chutree,  Bandaw 
Chutree,  Bandaw 
Mussulman,  Allahabad 

Kybut,  Cuttock 

Rajpoot,  Gazeepore  - 
Mussulman,  Mynpore 

Robee  Doss,  Tajighur 
Lobar,  Midnapore  • 
Guylicah,  Anjoodea  - 

Kurmee,  Arra  - 
Bhoodooreah,  Cossie 
I  Grooallah,  Dunnagpore 
Balicah,  Anjoodea    - 
Aubrie,  ElHss  - 
Lobar,  Soonamooye  - 

Hindoo,  Jawnpore  • 
Lobar,  Midnapore  - 
Baugdee,  Burdwan    - 

Baleeauv,  Agoodeeaw 
Bhooyeah,  Shirgottie 
Mussulman,  Arra 


Kbettey,  BuUissore 
Rajpcot,  Gya    - 
Gooalah,  Cossie 

Kurmee,  Tahawraw 
Kyput,  Cuttack 


Gurrmee,   Gnzeepore 
Bouree,  Bancoorah    • 

-  Rogye  Doss,  Mooda- 
fapore. 

Rogye  Doss,  Bhagpore 
Chutree,  Napaul 
Bouree,  Boncoorah   - 
Boaree,  Bancoorah  - 

-  Kersurwaree,  Haza- 
reebagh. 

Bouree,  Banncoorah  - 
Ghutwall,  Tuljarree  - 
Chutree,  Bhagulpore 
Bouree,  Bancoorah    • 
Khandoit,  Cuttack     • 

-  Bouree  i>ohar,  Ban- 
coorah. 

-  Bouree  Sohar,  Ban- 
coorah. 

-  Bouree  Sohar,  Han- 
coorah. 


Natare 
of  Contract. 


Date 

of  CoOtTKt. 


free  labourer 


-  wife  to  ac- 
company, 
free  labourer 

-  wife  to  ac- 
company. 


five  years 


)free  labourer 


sirdar  -  >  20  Jan.  i 


free  labourer 


sirdar 


vfree  labourer 
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Port  of  Calcutta,  under  Provisions  of  Act  No.  12  of  1837. 


DestuM- 
tion. 


^Deme' 
rara. 


/  /• 


Age. 


years. 
37 
28 


31 
30 
28 
27 


35 

29 
34 

29 
37 

35 
30 

39 

37 

27 

29 

26 
27 
34 

26 
18 

24 
27 
28 

23 
30 

^5 

22 
30 

25 

29 

27 

30 

27 
30 

20 
23 
28 

28 
13 
23 
36 

23 

23 
30 
25 
25 
28 
26 

24 
25 


Height. 


Feet,  Inches. 

5      74 
5      3J 


5 
5 
5 
5 
5 

5 
5 
5 

5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 


5 
5 
5 

5 

4 

5 

4 
5 

5 

•4 
5 
5 
5 

5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 


4 
4 
1 

5 

4 

3i 
3J 
3J 

4 
2 
2 

5i 
9h 
4 

2J 

4 
6 


5 
5 

5 
5 
5 

5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 

5 
5 
5 

5      6 

4  lOi 

5  3 


4 
8 

4J 
2 

3 

4J 
4i 
34 

6 
2 
5 


7 
5 

1 

6 
11 

1 
3 

4 

44 

5 

3 

2 

4 

3 
5 
54 

74 

6 

6 

34 
14 


Particular  Mark, 


copper     ... 

-  -  aark  brown,  small- 
pock, 

brown      -        .        • 

dirty  brown 

brown      -        -        . 

blacky  left  arm 

*  -  dark  brown,  small 

pock. 

copper,  small-pock    - 

brown      -         -         - 

-  -  black,  mole  on  the 
nose. 

brown  -  -  • 
brown  -  -  . 
brown  -  -  - 
brown  -  -  - 
brown  -  -  . 
brown,  small-pock     - 

brown      -        .        . 


copper,  small-pock 
brown 


brown 
black       - 
dark  brown 


copper     - 

copper,  sharp  nose 

copper,  on  the  face 

black 

brown 

black 

dark  brown 
dark  brown 
brown 


brown,  small- pock  - 
brown      -        *        ~ 

-  -  copper,  scar  left 
temple. 

brown,  none 

brown,  on  left  arm    - 

-  -  dark  brown,  on  left 
shoulder. 

brown,  small-pock    - 

-  -  brown,  scar  on  the 
back. 

brown  -  -  - 
brown  -  .  . 
copper     -        -        - 


copper, 

brown 

brown 

brown 

brown 


ears  bored 


brown 

dark  brown 

brown 

brown 

brown 

brown 


copper     - 
dark  brown 


On  whnt  Ship. 


>  Hesperus    • 


Contract 
with  whom. 


Be- 

marks* 


BRITISH 
GUIANA. 

No.  6. 

Governor  Light 
to  the  Marquess 
of  Normanby, 
5  Sept.  1839. 

End.  in  No. 6. 


Jas.  Stewart,  Esq.  > 


o 


a 


i 


a 
to 


03 


{continued) 

Digitized  by  VnOOQlC 
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CORRESPONDENCE  ON  THE  CONDITION  OF 


BRITISH 
GUIANA. 


No. 


No.  6. 
Governor  Light 
to  the  Marquess  of    56 
Normanby, 
5  Sept.  1839.  57 

58 

End.  in  No.  6. 

59 
60 
61 
62 

63 
64 

65 
66 

67 
68 

69 
70 

71 

7a 

73 

74 
75 

76 

77 
78 

80 
81 

82 

83 
84 
85 
86 

87 

88 

/ 

89 

90 
91 
92 

93 

94 
95 

96 


97 
98 

99 
100 

101 
102 
103 

104 

105 
106 

107 
108 
109 
110 

111 


NAMES. 


Aukool     - 

HerawloU 
Punahwoollah  - 

Dhurnee  - 
Hogoo 

Dookee  Manjee 
Bhoyrubnouth  - 

Lookeecount     ' 
Dussurut 
Samboo   - 
Mothoor  - 

M othoor  Manjee 
Jummun  - 
Ghonness 
Roopchum 

LonatUQ  - 
Jeebun  - 
Buxsoo   - 

Lolljee  - 
NobiD 

(Cancelled.) 
Manick    - 
Hunnoomaunsin  g 
Shack  Doubut  - 
Kartee  Raw     - 
Annoop    -        - 

Puttee  (boy)  - 
Harry  Manjee  - 
Bowree  Doss  - 
Naufur    - 

Narain  (boy)    - 

Codabuckus^     - 

Ram  Sing 
Sree  Bum 

Muddon  - 
Ramdhoery  Sing 
Chas.  Jas.  Wiltrfiire 
Henry  Jacobs  - 

Bundoo  - 
Dossaw   - 

Bignaw    - 


Jandoo  Roy 
Gereedharry     - 
Dectoo     - 
Ganjoo    - 

Cawnchund  Sing 
Gungow  (boy)  - 
Sookrammaw    - 

Bundoo    - 

Ubdood  - 
Ehadoo   - 

Syboo 

Deeloo  Ram  - 
Sultaw  Khaw  - 
Ke«*eet  - 

Heeraw  Man  - 
Sookram  - 


CASTE. 


-  Bouree  Sohar,  Ban- 
coorah. 

Manjee,  Bistopore 

-  Mussulman,  Rhoo- 
darrow. 

Bouree,  Bancoorah  - 
Bouree,  Bancoorah  - 
Mobolee,  Tulgharree 
Goojee,  Bistopore 

Manjee,  Bistopore  - 

Manjee,  Bistopore  • 

Doom,  Kishnaghur  - 

Bouree,  Bancoorah  - 

Maunjee  Junah,  Baug 
Mussulman,  Gyah  - 
Baugdee,  lUsnaghur  - 
Moochee,  Jona  Baug 

Moochee,  Jana .  Baug 
Kybut,  Midnapore  - 
Mussulman,  Burdman 


Ayhur,  Luree  - 
-  "  Rang  Bings,  Ban- 
coorah. 


Kooree,  Ranghur     - 
Chutree,  Modafiipore 
Mussulman,  Arra 
Bouree,  Bancoorah   - 
Chutree,  Napaul 

Koormee,  Buncoorah 
Manjee,  Jana  Bung  - 
Jooghee,  Bistopore  - 
Manjee,  Bistopore     - 


-  Sooreecottee,   Ban- 
coorah. 
Pataun,  Arra    -        -  )  five  years 


Peiiod 
of  Contract. 


Nature 
of  Contract. 


Date 
of  Contract. 


[20  Jan.  1838 


\  free  labourer 


Rajpoot,  Nagpore 
Bhoohuar,  Gazeepore 


Bouree,  Bancoorah  - 
Rajpoot,  Moonghyr  - 
Christian,  Madras     - 

-  Christian,   Calcutta 
"VWstun's  Lane. 
Dhangar,  Nagpore    - 

-  Dhangar,  Woorman- 
jee,  Nagpore. 
Danghar,  Ramghur  • 


Bhooyeah,  Bancoorah 
Bhooveah,  Bancoorah 
Govall,  Bancoorah  - 
Bhooyeah,  Bancoorah 

Bhooyeah,  Bancoorah 
Khetree,  Mirzapore  - 

-  -  Dhangar,  Hazaree- 
bagh. 

-  -  Dhangar,  Hazaree- 
bagh. 

Dhangar,  Nagpore    - 

-  -  Dhangar,  Hazaree- 
bagh. 

Kurmee,  Shudaid 
Bhooyeah,  Bancoorah 
Mussulman,  Patna     - 

-  -  Kooree,  Hazaree- 
bagh. 

Mus6uIman,Shirgottee 
Bhooyeah,  Bancoorah 


^26  Jan.  1838 


superintend*^ 
superintend' 


-  wife  and  3 
children  to 
accompany. 


27  Jan.  1838 
26  Jan.  1838 


^27  Jan.  1838 


free  labourer 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  HILL  COOLIES  IN  BRITISH  GUIANA. 


19 


DestinA- 


Deme- 
rara. 


77- 


Age. 


Yeart, 
24 

23 
30 

23 
30 
30 
23 

23 

27 
24 
24 

30 

27 
27 
27 

27 
23 

22 
26 


25 
25 
30 

27 
22 

13 
30 
23 

24 

17 

26 

27 
22 

24 
19 
24 
25 

25 
22 

28 


24 
20 
20 
23 

27 
20 
20 

30 

23 
24 

30 
20 
20 
26 

29 
24 


Height. 


Feet.  Indm. 
5       2i 

5  3 

5  5 


5 
5 
5 
5 

S 
5 
5 
5 

5 
5 
5 
5 

5 
5 
5 


5 
$ 

4 
4 
5 

4 
5 
5 
5 


5 

5 

5 
5 

6 

5 

5 
5 


5 
5 
5 
5 

5 
5 
5 


5 
5 

5 
5 
5 
5 

5 
5 


5k 

4 
4 
1 

4 
14 


7 
4 
3 
6 

5 
5 

2i 


5      3 
5      21 


3i 

5 

10  J 
10 

5 

6i 
4 
4 
3 

11 
8 

li 
6 

3J 

4 
1 

9i 
1 

2J 


•2i 
-J 

7i 


4i 
4i 


3 

55 


Particoltr  Mark. 


copper 
brown 


dark  brown 
brown 
brown 
brown 

dark  brown 
black 
brown 
brown 


brown 

brown,  small-pock 

brown,  small-pock 

brown 


brown      -        •        - 

copper     -        .        - 

-  -  black,  scar  on  the 

chest. 

brown      -        -        - 

black       -        .        - 


brown,  smaD-pock  - 
brown  -  -  . 
brown,  small-pock  - 
black  .  -  - 
brown,  mole  left  cheek 


copper     ... 
black       ... 
brown      - 
dark  brown 

-  brown,  mole  on  the 
back. 

-  -  brown,  hair  on  the 
chest. 

brown,  on  the  cheek 

.  copper,  scar  on  the 

belly. 

dark  brown 

copper     -        -        - 

small-pock 


copper,  ears  bored 
brown,  ears  bored 


-  brown,  on  the. fore- 
head. 


brown 

brown 

brown,  ears  bored 

black,  flat  nose 

black  - 
copper  - 
brown 


brown 


brown 

brown,  small-pock 


brown 
brown 
dark  brown 
brown 


brown 

black,  small-pock 

C4 


On  what  Ship. 


>  Hesperus 


Contnot  with  wlioin. 


Jas.  Stewart,  Esq. 


Re- 
marks. 


BRITISH 
GUIANA. 

No.  6. 
Governor  Light 
to  the  Marquess  oi 
Normanby, 
5  Sept.  1839. 

EncL  in  No.  6. 


o 


o 
c 

.0 


e 

o 

£3 

O 


{continmi 
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CORRESPONDENCE  ON  THE  CONDITION  OF 


BRITISH 
GUIANA. 


No. 


No.  6. 

Governor  light        113 
to  theM  arquebs  of   114 
Normanby, 
5  Sept.  1839. 

'  115 

End.  in  No.  6, 

116 

117 
118 
119 

120 
121 

122 
123 
124 

125 


126 
127 

128 
129 
130 

131 
132 
133 

134 
135 
136 

137 
138 
139 

140 
141 
142 

H3 
144 

145 

146 

H7 
148 

149 

151 

152 
153 
156 

^55 
157 


NAMES. 


(Cancelled.) 
Uckloo     - 


Chedam  - 
Chumroo  Sing  - 

Manick  (boy)  - 
Heeraw  Sing  - 
Ghup  Put  Roy 

Bahaudoor  Sing 
SuUoowan 

Buldee     - 
Ramissur 
Bhowannee  Roy 

Grovind    - 


D08S00  - 
Bundoo    - 

Connaw  - 
Selboo  Poodau 
Ram  Doss 

Khatoo  Rouiit  - 
Govind    - 
Sookun    • 

Looknoath  Bye 
DulUb      . 
Bullo  Bhuddur 

Kisnaw    - 
Moolamdee 
Puthau    - 

Phasoo     - 
Kyamdee 
Naraen  (boy)    - 

Lall-shaw 
Keeraw  Mun    - 
Dursun    - 

Munghur  - 
Bregaw  Mohun 
Loljee     - 

Taughur  - 
Woom  Raw 
Jadoo 

Bundoo  - 
Connoyah 
Bhim 

Shaik  Mohobut 
Nutchare 
Nuadee    - 


CASTE. 


Dhanga,  Nagpore     - 

-  -  Sooree  Parraraw, 
Bancoorali. 

-  Dhanga  Tamar,  Ha- 
zareebagh. 

Bhoyeah,    Bancoorah 
Bbooyeahy  Bancoorah 

-  Dhangar  Tamar,  Ha- 
zareebagh. 

ditto     -     ditto 
Rajpoot,  Hurdawar  - 

Rajpoot,  Lucknow     - 
Khuttry,  Cossle 
Bhoyeah,  Bancoorah  - 

Dhangar,  Ramghur  - 


Dhangar,  Hazareebaugh 
Dh^gar,  Hazareebaugh 

Dhangar,  Hazareebaugh 
Chassaw,  Cutta  ck 
Gollaw,  Dacca 


Tassaw,  Cuttack 
Kyest,  Cuttack         -  ) 
Dhanga,  Hazareebagh 

Tantee,  Cuttack 
Chuttree,  Cawnpore  - 
-  -  Kynovit,  Cattuck, 
Goordaw. 


Ghutwas,  Rumghur  - 
Mussulman,  Cusbaw  - 
Hundhye,  Chuprah   - 

Dhangar,  Hazareebagh 
Mussulman,  Ramghur 
Kyest,  Ballisore 

Kyest,  Ballisore 


Dhanga,  Hazareebagh 
Dhanga,  Hazareebagh 

Dhanga,  Hazareebagh 
Motly,  Hazareebagh  - 
Dhanga,  Hazareebagh 

Dhanga,  Hazareebagh 
Dossaud,  Hazareebagh 
Dossaud,  Hazareebagh 

Dhanga,  Hazareebagh 
Talungaw,  Gungaw  Ram 
Bhoorjiat,  An-a 

Mussclman 
Kahar,  Mirzapore 
Dobee,  Anjoodeah 


Period 
of  Contract. 


wife  and  four 
children  to 
accompany. 


^free  labourers\27  Jan.  1838 


Five  Years 


Nature 
of  Contract. 


Date 
of  Contract. 


,\ 


wife  and  three 
children  to 
accompany, 


.  >  26  Jan.  1838 


free  labourers 


Digitized  by 


Google 
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Destina- 
Uon. 


Deme- 
rara. 


V    - 


Age. 


Yean* 
38 


29 


23 
35 

37 

28 

28 
27 
22 

36 
20 

24 


21 
21 
28 

23 
24 
18 

27 
20 

24 

27 
23 
26 

23 
23 
27 
26 
28 
25 

27 
21 

29 


Height. 


FeeU  Inches, 
5        1 


24 

5 

3 

23 

5 

3 

38 

3& 
37 

5 

5 
5 

3 
3 

4 

37 
37 

5 

4 

0 

10  i 

2+ 

23 
38 

5 

5 
5 

9i 

5 

6 

5       1 

4    Hi 


5 
5 
5 

4 
5 
5 

5 
5 
5 

5 
5 

5 

5 
5 

4 

5 
5 
5 

5 
5 
5 

5 
5 
5 

5 

5 

5 
5 
5 


4 

2 

10  i 
5 
1  J 

3i 
4 

3 

4 
4 

1 

li 
8 

o 

ij 
M 

5j 

4 
5 

4i 
3h 
o 

3 
8 

3 

6 

1 
3 


Particolar  Marks. 


dark  brown 


brown 
brown 


On  what  Ship.  I  Contract  with  whom. 


dark  brown 
brown 


-  dark  brown,  scar  right 
cheek. 

dark  brown,  ears  bored 
copper     -        .        - 

copper,  small  pock  - 
copper  -  -  . 
brown      -        .        - 


black,  on  the  chest   - 


brown  ... 
brown,  small  pock    • 

brown  -  -  - 
brown  -  -  » 
dark  brown,  small  pock 

brown      •        .        - 
brown,  small  pock 
brown,  small  pock     - 

dark  brown 

copper     -        -        • 

brown      -        -        * 

dark  brown 

copper     -        -        - 

brown,  scar  left  cheek 

brown      -        -        - 

dark  brown 

brown      -        -        - 


Re- 
marks. 


Hesperus 


brown,  on  the  cheek 
copper,  on  the  belly 
dark  brown 


dark  broirn 

copper 

black 


copper  -        -  - 

copper  -        -  - 

copper  -        -  - 

copper  -        -  - 

brown  .         -  - 

brown  •        "  " 

brown,  scar  left  cheek 

copper,  small  pock  - 

brown  -        -  - 


Jas.  Stewart,  Esq. 


BRITISH 
GUIANA. 

No.  6. 

Governor  Light 
to  the  Marquess  of 
Normanby, 
5  Sept.  1839. 

End.  in  No.  6. 


o 
O 

o 


s 


e 

a 


(signed)        F,  W.  Birch ^ 

Superintendent  Police. 


(True  Copy.) 


H.  Prinsepf 

Secretary  to  Goyernment , 


77- 
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CORRESPONDENCE  ON  THE  CONDITION  OF 


RETURN  of  Emigrants  landed  from  on  board  the  Ship  «  Hesperus/'  R.  E,  Baxter^  Commander,  from  CakuUa^ 

from  the  8th  May  to  the  loth  May  1838. 


Where  from. 

NAME. 

Sex. 

Age. 

Complexion. 

Height. 

Religion. 

Oocupat 

ion. 

rowhoin 
/Articled. 

For  how 
long. 

Wages 
per  Indeotare. 

Calcutta: 
Mun  E 

ode,  sirdar 

rear., 
36 

COI^r 

Feet.  Iftcha, 
5  " 

\ 

^ 

'-  -  7  rupees  per 
month,      food, 
clotbing,    medi- 

Shurgbun, sirdar 

- 

34 

dark  -        - 

5    9 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

cal   attendance^ 
Land  medicine. 

Wooin  Row,  mate 
Cawn  Chund  Sing,  mate 

: 

36 
34 

copper 
ditto' 

5  JO 
5    7 

• 

• 

. 

- 

- 

>6  ditto. 

Sunkur      ... 

- 

36 

ditto 

5    6 

- 

- 

- 

— 

"• 

Jeerbun     -        .        - 
Bustom  Doss     - 

— 

40 
44 

ditto 
ditto 

5    8 

5    7 

• 

• 

• 

■" 

- 

5  ditto. 

Booxsoo    .        .        - 
Manich      -        -        - 

— 

50 

48 

dark  -        . 
copper 

5    5 
5    9 

• 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Hunnoman  Smg 
Narain  (boy) 

- 

4« 
18 

ditto 
ditto 

58 
5    3 

• 

- 

• 

- 

- 

4  ditto. 

Coda  Bux 

Ram  Sing  -        -        • 

- 

37 
30 

ditto 
ditto 

5    5 
5    2 

- 

• 

• 

- 

•- 

Ramdhany  Sing 
Phuckeeram 

- 

47 
35 

dark  ■ 
ditto 

5    6 
5    3 

• 

" 

* 

- 

: 

Heeraw  HaU      - 
Bhoyrub  Nauth  - 

— 

40 
32 

copper 
ditto 

5    9 
5    4 

- 

: 

* 

: 

- 

Lucker  Caunt    - 
Duminut  -        -        - 

. 

63 
68 

ditto 
ditto 

5    7 
5    9 

: 

: 

• 

- 

- 

Jumboo     - 

Jummun    .        .        - 

- 

a6 

dark  . 
ditto 

5    4 
5    7 

- 

• 

• 

■■ 

- 

Gonness    -        -        - 
Henry  Manjee   - 

«. 

33 
40 

ditto 
ditto 

5    9 
5    5 

- 

- 

• 

" 

- 

- 

Bowra  Doss 

Naufur       .        -        - 

Deeallee    -        -        - 
Juwan  Khaw 

male 

32 
52 

60 
38 

copper 
dark  - 

ditto 
copper 

5    9 
5    6 

5    I 
5    6 

Mahometan 

labourers 

-John 
Glad- 
stone. 

5  years 

»5  ditto. 

LollJee     - 
ShaikDowlett    - 

,. 

34 
46 

ditto 
ditto 

5     4 
5    6 

• 

" 

• 

" 

~* 

: 

Deenonauth 

Mangoo     -        -        - 

- 

37 
40 

dark-        - 
ditto 

5    8 
5    5 

• 

" 

- 

- 

~- 

- 

Argoon       -        -        - 
Bhovanny  Sing  - 

» 

46 

copper 
ditto 

5    6 
5    4 

- 

• 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Phajoo      -        -        - 
Lobm        -        -        - 

« 

24 
36 

dark  > 
copper 

5  7 

6  4 

: 

* 

: 

- 

- 

- 

Soobull      - 
Maturree  -        -        - 

- 

29 
37 

dark- 
copper        . 

5    3 
5    4 

• 

• 

" 

" 

^ 

- 

Kisnaw      .         .        - 
Govind  (boy)     - 

- 

36 
17 

dark  - 
copper 

5  " 
4  10 

• 

• 

■ 

- 

: 

- 

4  ditto. 

Chintaw  Money 
Annoop      -         -        - 

Pulti  (boy) 
Bodee 

- 

4» 
3» 

»4 
32 

dark- 
ditto 

copper 
dark  • 

5    9 
5    7 

4  8 

5  7 

- 

- 

- 

•• 

- 

- 

[5  ditto. 
4  ditto. 

Shreemunt 

Muddon     -         -         - 

- 

37 
24 

copper 
dark  - 

5    9 
5  10 

- 

• 

- 

- 

: 

- 

Khadoo     -         -        - 
Peasaud     -        -        - 

- 

38 

37 

ditto 
ditto 

5    9 
5    7 

• 

- 

" 

- 

: 

- 

)S  ditto. 

Nobin 

Mohun      -         .        - 

- 

36 

43 

dark- 
ditto 

5  10 
5     7 

• 

- 

- 

"■ 

^ 

r- 

Aukoo 
Dhurni 

I      -        -        - 

" 

31 
51 

ditto 
copper 

5    7 
5    9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  HILL  COOLIES  IN  BRITISH  GUIANA. 


23 


1 

Where  from,  i           NAME. 

Sex. 

Age. 

CoroplezioD. 

Height. 

Religion. 

OocapatMMU 

To  whom 
Articled. 

for  how 
long. 

V/ttges 
per  iDdenture  • 

Calcutta : 

Years. 

Ftet.  Inchtt. 

Kajoo        -        -        - 
Moothoor  -        -        - 

_ 

48 
38 

copper 
ditto 

5  " 

5    7 

. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

■ 

Kartickam 

!Muddon     -        -        - 

Bhim         -        .         - 
Nuddee     - 

Kisnaw      •        -        - 
Kyam  Dhee 

- 

37 
41 

46 

46 
46 

ditto 
dark  -        . 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
copper 

5    4 

5    2 

5    2 
5     1 

5     1 
5     1 

^ 
- 

V 

- 

*" 

^ 

--5  rupees 
per      month, 
i.food,     clothe 
j^ing,    medical 
1  attendance, 
&  medicine. 
i 

Ubdood     . 
Gun  Gaw  (boy) 

.^ 

50 
18 

ditto 
ditto 

5     1 
5    9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

) 
4  ditto. 

Sook  Ramma 
Chedam     -        -     .    - 

- 

18 
47 

ditto 
ditto 

5    9 
5    9 

. 

- 

. 

- 

Bhowajany 
Deloo  Ram 

,. 

36 
•  36 

ditto 
dark  . 

5    9 
5    9 

. 

, 

^ 

" 

,. 

Geerce  Dhani    - 
Manick  Roy 

~m 

40 
40 

ditto 
ditto 

5  11 
5    9 

• 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Heeraw  Mun      - 
Syboo 

^ 

37 
41 

ditto 
ditto 

5    9 

5    7 

-     ■ 

. 

— 

^ 

Keereet     -        -        - 
Pultun       ... 

. 

41 

ditto 
ditto 

5    7 
5    7 

- 

« 

„ 

•^ 

. 

LoU  Shaw 
Morlan  Dhee 

Govind      -        -        - 
Jeboo  Podan 

- 

39  ^ 
41 

35 
35 

copper 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

5  10 
5  10 

5  10 
5  10 

- 

- 

-, 

>-  John 
Glad- 
stone. 

I 

Ram  Doss 

Bundoo      -        -        - 

^ 

35 
29 

ditto 
ditto 

5  10 

5    7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

iS  ditto. 

Heeraw  Mun      - 
Birjamohun 

- 

29 
29 

ditto 
ditto 

5    5 

5    7 

. 

. 

. 

- 

•" 

- 

LollJee     • 

Tangur      -        .        - 

imale 

48 

ditto 
dark  .        - 

5    6 
5    6 

'MahcHnetan 

labourers 

^ 

5yearB 

Jadoo         ... 
Cannow      ... 

- 

48 
48 

ditto 
ditto 

5    5 
4  11 

- 

- 

. 

• 

"• 

- 

Bundoo      ... 
Dasoo        .        .         - 

— ' 

48 
43 

ditto 
copper 

5    9 
5    9 

- 

- 

• 

. 

- 

^ 

Phajoo 

Sookun      ... 

- 

43 
49 

ditto 
ditto 

5    9 

5     7 

. 

• 

-  ■ 

- 

» 

Bundoo      ... 
Sook  Ramman   • 

.. 

49 
49 

ditto 
ditto 

5  10  . 
5  10 

. 

• 

• 

. 

— 

— 

Butdee      .        .        - 
Khadoo      -        .        - 

. 

36 

42 

ditto 
dark  . 

5  10 
5  11 

• 

- 

• 

" 

— 

- 

'Dursoun     -        .         - 
Henry  Jacobs    - 

- 

29 
25 

ditto 
coloured     - 

5    7 
5  10 

- 

• 

. 

-> 

— 

— 

16  ditto. 

Rambolly  sirdar  - 
Sh&ik  Mohobut,  mate  • 

. 

36 
40 

dark  - 
copper 

6  10 
5     8 

• 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

7  ditto. 
6  ditto. 

JoonanwooUah  - 
Buhanu      .        -        - 

- 

42 
36 

ditto 
dark  .        - 

5  10 
5    8 

• 

• 

. 

"■ 

■• 

Bullee  Rang       - 
Nobin        -         .        - 

- 

39 
40 

ditto 
copper 

5    9 

5    5 

- 

- 

- 

. 

— 

— 

Pelumbeo 

Mohun       ... 

- 

28 
33 

dark  - 
copper 

5  7 

6  9 

• 

• 

• 

• 

— 

-" 

Moothoor  -        -         - 
Roop  Chun 

Sonalun     -         -         - 
Shaik  Gopee 

- 

45 

38 

42 
38 

dark  • 
copper 

dark  - 
ditto 

4  " 

5  10 

5     4 
5    6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-John 
and 
Henry 
Moss. 

- 

,5  ditto. 

Muctor  Ram 
Gunness     ... 

— 

41 
37 

ditto 
copper 

5    9 

5    7 

. 

. 

. 

. 

— 

"" 

Bhowhoree 

MuDSOok  ... 

. 

48 
31 

dark  - 
copper 

5  11 

5    7 

• 

. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Bliangee  Pont    • 

- 

28 

ditto 

5    6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

J 

77.     . 

D  2 
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CORRESPONDENCE  ON  THE  CONDITION  OF 


NAME. 

Where  from. 

Sex. 

Age. 

Complexion. 

Height. 

Religion. 

Occnpation. 

To  whom 
Articled. 

For  how 
long. 

Wages 
per  Indenture. 

Calcutta: 

Years, 

. 

Feet,  Inches. 

Ramdeen  - 

- 

21 

dark  . 

5    7 

- 

1 
-  1 

- 

- 

Joy  Jund   - 

- 

- 

27 

ditto 

5    6 

- 

- 

-. 

- 

Ram  Sing  - 

- 

- 

30 

copper 

5  10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Gool  Jaw  - 

- 

'- 

48 

dark  . 

5  11 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Bhuggun    - 
Bucktowur 

• 

" 

52 
«3 

copper 
ditto 

5     7 
5    4 

• 

. 

- 

"- 

^ 

-  -  5  rupees 
per  month, 

Kistoo 
Moorlee     - 

. 

"• 

25 
47 

ditto 
dark  - 

5     7 
5    9 

• 

: 

.            . 

•- 

"■ 

food,  cloth- 

>  ing,  medical 

attendance, 

Zooruntee 

- 

- 

34 

copper 

5     3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

and  medi- 

Leehaw Sing 

- 

-■ 

22 

dark  . 

5    9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

cine. 

Kyut  AUe 

- 

- 

37 

copper 

5  10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Huny  Sing 

- 

- 

40 

dark  - 

5  li 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Lutchman  - 

- 

- 

31 

ditto 

5    7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cangallee  - 
Kynoah  (boy)     - 

• 

male 

36 
14 

ditto 
copper 

5    9 

5     I 

• 

• 

labourers 

John 

and 

Henry 

>5  years 

4  ditto. 

Ramissur  - 

- 

- 

27 

ditto 

5    7 

- 

- 

- 

Moss 

- 

5  ditto. 

Suttan  Khaw      ^ 

- 

- 

32 

ditto 

5  10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5  ditto. 

Narain  (boy) 

- 

- 

17 

ditto 

4  11 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-. 

4  ditto. 

Sullowar    - 

- 

- 

39 

dark  . 

5    9 

- 

- 

- 

-   ^ 

Khatow  Rowut  - 

- 

- 

43 

ditto 

5    5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Chaw  Moo 

- 

- 

42 

ditto 

5  10 

Mahometan 

- 

- 

- 

ChupPutRoy  - 

-, 

- 

37 

copper 

5     7 

. 

- 

- 

- 

Bhandoor 

- 

- 

29 

ditto 

5    9 

« 

- 

- 

- 

Dossaw 
Uckloo      - 

. 

, 

42 
27 

ditto 
ditto 

5  11 
4  10 

- 

^         . 

"" 

— 

»  5  ditto. 

Bignaw 

- 

- 

39 

dark  . 

5    9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Govind 

- 

- 

43 

ditto 

5  11 

• 

- 

- 

- 

Nutcbare  - 

- 

- 

37 

copper 

5     7 

• 

- 

- 

- 

Connoyah  - 

- 

- 

43 

ditto      .  . 

5    9 

. 

- 

- 

- 

CharlesJosephWiltshire. 

- 

25 

coloured     - 

6    0 

•^ 

•^ 

superintend' 

* 

- 

Peachree  - 

"1    * 

60 

dark  . 

4    8 

• 

"* 

Bharrupp  - 
Luchnee    - 

. 

male 

21 
46 

copper 
dark  . 

4  It 

'4    7 

- 

Calloundtee 
Soom  Rhee 

- 

44 
22 

ditto 
copper 

4    9 
4     8 

-. 

Moonah     « 
Shaum 

Mungurrah 
Soonchee  - 

- 

male 

25 
8 

10 
11 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

4  10 
3  10 

3  11 
3    6 

•• 

►    ■■    ■ 

•  not 
inden- 
tured. 

Sookhur     - 
Belleirum  - 

- 

- 

12 
H 

ditto 
ditto 

3     8 
3  11 

- 

Juggernaut 
Kittoo 

- 

fem. 
male 

4 
3 

ditto 
ditto 

2    0 
1  10      . 

- 

Three  children  in  arms. 

Geo.Bagot,  U.S. 
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BRITISH 
GUIANA. 

No.  (i. 

Governor  Light  to 

the  M  arquess  of 

Kormanby, 

5  September  1839. 

End  in  No.  6. 


(B.) 

'   Hill  Coolies,  per  Whitby  from  Calcutta. 

Number  embarked  at  Calcutta,  as  per  list  herewith  signed  at  Calcutta, 
by  the  Secretary  to  Government  -------    267  persons. 

Namely,  Names  on  the  list    -        -        -        -    2571 

Children  not  named         -        -        -        7  ?•  267  including  interpreters. 
Infants  -  ditto        .        -        -        -        3J  == 

Number  disembarked  at  Berbice,  as  per  list  herewith  signed 
by  the  Sheriff  of  the  County      ------  indented  164 

*  Namber  disembarked  in  Demerara,  as  per  list  herewith  signed 

by  the  High  Sheriff  of  the  colony       -----      idem,      84 

*  In  addition  to  whom  there  were  6  women,  6  girls,  and  4  boys     -        -    15  not  indented. 

263 

Died  on  the  voyage  (of  114  days)  -----      4 

267 


»3 


REGISTER 
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5  September  1839. 
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CORRESPONDENCE  ON  THE  CONDITION  OF 


No. 


10 
11 

12 
10 
14 

15 
16 

17 
18 

19 
20 
21 
22 

23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
«9 
30 

31 

32 

33 
34 
35 

36 
37 

38 

39 
40 

41 
42 
43 
44 
45 

46 

47 
48 

49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 


NAMES. 


Anunt 
Munnee  - 
Hurry  Sing 
Saugur  (Boy)    - 
Modo  Doss 

Bossum    - 
Mandub  Doss  - 
Bucktowur 
Jowhighin  Sing 

Soodeen  - 
Nay  wool 

Jhurreehuck     - 
Roylah     - 
Ramjaun 

Mungul   - 

Biss  Ram  (Boy) 

Mutroo    - 

Bhoyrub 

Rhatoo  - 
Beer  Sing 
Gooye  - 
Loboo 

Woojun  - 
Colly  ^  . 
Man  nick  - 
Khatoo  -  '  - 
Button  - 
Bhaughut 
Dabey  - 
Bhaudur  Sing  - 

Mohun  Sing     - 

Mohun     - 
Santoo  Doss     - 
Beecoo    - 
Hindoo    - 

Ramchunder    - 
Sangur     - 

Besoo 

Govind  - 
Modoosudden  • 

Govind  Doss    - 
Motee 
Sewsawhaw 
Boodoo    - 
Dummtoo  Ram 

Balkissen 
Connoye 
Button  Sing 
Mandewree 
Mohun     - 
Joy  Sing 
Toolsee  Ram    - 
Rungit     - 
Mohun     . 


REGISTER  of  Indian  Labourers  proceeding  from  the 


Caste,  and  from  whence. 


Period 
of  Contract. 


Barree,  Gazeepore     - 
Kurma,  Benares 
Dhanga,  Hazareebagh 
Dhanga,  Bancoorah  - 
Bustom,  Cossee 


Gouroo,  Koorchaw    - 
Rajpoot,  Parangpore 
Koyree,  Benares 
Rajpoot,  Lucknow    - 


Kooree,  Serrang 
Rajpoot,  Gurja 


Hindoo,  Lucknow     - 
Hindoo,  Bancoorah  - 
Mussulman,  Hazaree- 
bagh. 
Rurmee,  Napaul 


Dhanga,  Nagpore  - 
Dhanga,  Hazareebagh 
Fatielwooah,"  Bateeah 


Dhanga,  Midnapore  • 

-  -    ditto 

-  -    ditto 

-  -     ditto 


-  -     ditto 
Bangay,  Bancoorah  • 

-  -     ditto 

-  -    ditto 
Dhangur,  Ramghur  • 
Bangdee,  Bancoorah 
Dhanga,  Ramghur    • 
Dhanga,  Midnapore  • 

Rajpoot,  Cossee 


Nature  * 
of  Contract. 


'  five  years  - 


Iree,  Lucknow  - 
Hindoo,  Cuttack 
Dhanga,  Bancoorah  • 
Corraw,  Midnapore  • 

Chassaw,  Burdwan    • 
Bowree,  Bancoorah   • 

Chassaw,  Bancoorah 


Cussaw,  Cuttack 
Sautgobe,  Bancoorah 


Korjbut,  Battissore 
Bunneeah,  Modalapore 
Gurraree,  Arra 
Dhanga,  Hazareebagh 
Hindoo,  Cuttack 


Agra,  Goullah  - 
Kabar,  Goruckpoor 
Rajpoot,  Muthooraw 
Gungargah,  Moonghur 
Gungootooree,  Cawnpore 
Dhanga,  Midnapore  • 

-  -    ditto 

-  -     ditto 

-  -     ditto 


free  labourers 


Date 
of  Contract. 


29  Dec.  1837 
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Port  of  Calcutta,  under  Provisions  of  Act  No.  12,  of  1837. 


Desti- 
uti 


S 
2 

a 

Q 


77. 


Age. 


Fr*. 
28 

24 
26 

14 

22 

28 

29 
20 
22 

23 
20 

26 

16 

.28 

22 

18 

23 
20 

20 

27 
26 
22 

30 
20 
27 
23 
25 
27 
26 
29 

28 

24 
26 

23 
23 

26 

27 

23 

21 
25 

20 
22 
23 
23 
28 

24 
24 
27 

26 

27 
20 

^9 
22 

25 


Height. 


Ft.  In. 

5    7 
5     li 
5    2 
5    7 
5    3i 


3 
2 

3 

3 

6 
5 


5    6 

4  10 

5  6 

6  4 

4  10 

5  4i 
5    3 

4  n 

5  2 
5  2 
5    5 


4i 
2 

4 
1 
.1 

4 
2 


5     3 

4  11 

5  4 


8 
2 

3J 


5     3 
5     3 

5  e 

4  n 

4  u 
5.35 

5  1 
5    3 


2J 

3 
8 
6 
6 
3 


5    5 

5     IJ 


Particular  Marks, 


brown,  pock-marked 
brown,  small-pock     - 
dark  brown,  flat  nose 
brown      -        -        • 

-  -  dark  brown,  mole 
on  the  forehead, 
dark  brown,  small-pock 
copper,  cut  lefl  cheek 
copper     .        -        - 

-  -  copper,  scar  on  the 
head. 

brown      -        -        . 

-  *  brown,  mole  on  the 
forehead. 

brown,  small-pock     - 

brown      -        -        - 

•  -  brown,  mole  on  the 

ueck. 

.  .  copper,  mole  on  the 

lower  neck. 

-  -  copper,  mole  lefl 
temple. 

-  -  brown,  scar  on  the 
cheek. 

-  -  brown,  right  ears 
bored. 

copper,  sharp  nose    - 
black,  ears  bored 
dark  brown,  flat  nose 

-  -  brown,  scar  on  the 
forehead. 

brown,  on  the  chest  - 
brown  -  -  - 
black  -  -  . 
brown  -  -  - 
dark  brown 
black  -  -  - 
black        .        -        - 

-  -  dark  brown,  mole 
right  cheek. 

-  -  copper,  mole  on  the 
neck. 

brown,  on  the  face  - 
brown,  small-pock  • 
brown,  small-pock     - 

-  -  brown;  mole  on 
the  chin. 


copper     - 

-  -  dark  brown,  scar 
left  cheek. 

-  *  black,  mole  upper 
right  cheek, 
copper,  ears  bored    «• 

-  -  copper,  mole  on 
the  chin. 

brown      -         -        . 


copper     - 

brown,  spots  on  the  face 

brown,  none     - 

-  -  copper,  moles  right 
cheek. 

brown  -  -  - 
brown  -  -  - 
brown,  on  the  belly  -  • 
brown,  right  ears  bored 
brown  -  -  - 
brown  -  -  . 
black,  on  the  back  - 
brown,  on  the  back    • 

-  -  dark  brown,  on  the 
back. 

D  4 


On  what  Ship. 


Whitby 


Contract  with  whom. 


Remarks. 


John  Cameron,  esq,  - 

-  -    ditto 

-  -    ditto 

James  Matthews,  esq. 
J.  Cameron,  esq. 

-  -    ditto 

J.  £.  Matthews,  esq. 

-  -    ditto 

-  .    ditto 


BRITISH 
GUIANA. 

No.  6. 

Governor  Light  to 

the  Marquess  of 

Normanby, 

5  September  1839. 

End.  in  No.  6. 


-  -     ditto 

-  -     ditto 


ditto 
ditto 
ditto 


-  -     ditto 

-  -     ditto 

-  -     ditto 

J.  Cameron,  esq. 

J,  Matthews,  esq. 

-  -    ditto 

-  .    ditto 

-  -     ditto 

-  -    ditto 

J.  Cameron,  esq. 
J.  Matthews,  esq. 

-  -     ditto 

J.  Cameron,  esq. 
J.  Matthews,  esq. 

-  -    ditto 

-  -     ditto 

-  -     ditto 

.     -     ditto 
J.  Cameron,  esq. 
J.  Matthews,  esq. 
J.  Cameron,  esq. 

# 

-  -     ditto. 

-  -     ditto 

-  -     ditto 

-  •     ditto 

-  -    ditto 


-  ditto 

-  ditto 

-  ditto 

-  ditto 

-  ditto 


o 

<^ 

o 


2 

c 


O 


c 
to 


-  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

J.  Matthews,  esq. 

-  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 
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CORRESPONDENCE  ON  THE  CONDITION  OF 


No. 


55 
56 
57 

58 

59 
60 
61 
62 

63 

64, 

65 

66 

67 
68 

69 
70 

71 

72 
73 
74 
75 
76 

77 
78 

79 
80 
81 
83 

83 
84 

35 
86 

87 
88 

89 
90 
91 
92 
93 
94 

95 
96 
97 
98 

99 
100 

101 
103 
103 
104 
105 
106 
107 


10& 
109 
110 
111 
112 

113 
114 

115 
116 
117 
118 
119 


NAMES. 


Comole(boy)  - 
Mudden  - 
Bhucktow 

Joogul     - 
Buddon   - 
Ram  Kisto    •    - 
Beetlain  (boy) 
Pectum    - 
GuDgaw  Deen 
Buxoo     • 
Ally  Buxus 

Kistaw    - 
Bhoolaw 
Chummare 
Nadoo     - 
Rhadoo   - 
Wootim   • 
Boodoo    - 
Peertura 
Boodaw   - 
Augunnooah  (boy) 
Nundooah 

Bookun  - 
Bundoo  - 
Ramdeeall 
Bissonauth 
FatuDgaw 
Gobabhur  Sing 

Doyallee 
Summoodee 

Boobun  Sing    - 
Chuttea  - 
Beer  Saw 
Burgun    • 

Aukul 

Durreeaw  Sing 

Juggoroo 

Bejoo 

Cassinauth 

Loll 

Mooghun 
Soosut  Ram     - 
Kyloo      - 
Bundooah 
Gungawpersaud 
Chumraw 

Juggomohun    - 
Cbowkoree 
Sdnoo 
Bhuttoo  - 
Ram 

Chatoo    - 
Kisnaw    - 


Munghur 
Moghun 
DhurrumDee  • 
Soonawtun 
Soonaw   • 
Dossaw  Ram  (boy) 
Gungaw  Ram  - 
Beesuii    - 
Joynauth 
Beecun    - 
Jetoo 
Cbaund    - 


Caste,  and  from  whence. 


Dhanga,  Midnapore  -~ 
Dhanga,  Hazareebagh 
Dhanga  Midnapore, 


-  -    ditto 
Pode,  Joynagbur 
Pallooah,  Sewree 
Dhangur,  Nagpore    - 
Kburmu,  Lucknow   - 
KburmUy  Mirzapore  - 
Mussulmao»  Shaibgunge 

-  •  Mussalmuni  Cbur* 
raun  Chupraw. 
Bangdee,  Bancoorah 
Saband,  Seekulpore  • 
Dhanga,  Ramghur  - 
Dhanga,  Hazareebagh 
Dhanga,  Ramghur  - 
Dhanga,  Hazareebagh 
Dhanga,  Ramghur  - 
Dhanga,  Hazareebagh 

-  -    ditto 

-  -    /litto 

-  -    ditto 


-  -    ditto 

-  -    ditto 
Dhanga,  Nagpore 
Dhanga,  Ramghur 
Dhanga,  Nagpore 
.     -    ditto 


-    .    ditto 

Dhanga,  Hazareebagh 


Dhanga,  Nagpore 

-  -    ditto 

-  -    ditto 

-  -    ditto 


-  -    ditto 

-  .    ditto 

-  .    ditto 

-  -     ditto 
Baugdee,  Bancuorah 
Dhangur,  Midnapore 

Baugdee,  Bancoorah 
Dhangur,  Hazareebagh 

-  -    ditto 
Dhangur,  Ramghur 
Tamlee,  Cawnpore 
Dhanga,  Ramghur 


.     -    ditto 

-  -     ditto 

-  -     ditto 
Dhanga,  Hazareebagh 

Dhanga,  Rogonautbpore 
Dhanga,  I^azareebagh 

-  -    ditto 


Dhanga,  Nagpore  • 
Dangha,  Ramghur  -* 
Dhanga,  Hazareebagh 
Dhanga,  Ramghur    - 

-  -     ditto 

-  -     ditto 

-  -     ditto 
Dhanga,  Hazareebagh 
Dhanga,  Ramghur    - 
.    -    ditto 

-  -    ditto 

-  -     ditto 


Period 
of  Contract. 


Nature 
of  Contract. 


^free  labourers 


five  yean   - 


sirdar 


Date 
of  Contract. 


29  Dec.  1837 


^  free  labourers 


Digitized  by 


Google 
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Desti- 
natioD. 


s 

s 


Age. 


Yn. 

17 
18 
33 

40 

94 
37 
16 
38 

33 
34 

95 


93 

5 

3 

33 

5 

0 

37 

5 

3i 

36 

6 

1 

«6 

4 

11 

33 

5 

3i 

38 

5 

3i 

23 

5 

6 

97 

5 

5 

»9 

4 

8 

19 

5 

1 

93 
33 

30 

37 

33 
33 

38 
39 

24 
SO 
33 
SO 

SO 
95 

99 

S3 
s6, 
38 

38 

94 
36  • 
37 
37 

97 

36 

93 
38 
38 
36 
37 


93 
38 

94 
34 
36 
16 

»4 
36 

95 

36 

36 
SO 


77. 


Height* 


Ft.   In. 
4  loj 

4  11 

5  2 


4 
5 
5 
4 
5 
5 
5 


5  4i 


4  11 

5  5i 


5 
5 
5 
5 

5 
5 


3 

4 
3 

4 

4 
IJ 

4i 
3 

4 
o 


4  " 

5  4l 

5  di 

5  4i 

5 

5 


5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 

5 
5 
6 
5 
5 
5 
5 


6 

3i 

3 

3 

di 

4 
3f 

4 
6 

4 
3 
6 

3 


4  Hi 

5  3 
5  3 


5 
5 

4 
5 
4 
5 
5 
5 
5 


Particular  Marks. 


blacky  none 

brown      -        -        . 

•  -  browDy  mole  on  the 
neck. 

brown      ... 
copper     -        -        - 
brown      -        -        - 
dark  brown,  none 
dark  brown 
dark  brown,  none 
copper     ... 
brown,  small  pock    - 

brown,  scar  right  cheek 
black,  small  pock 
brown,  scar  right  temple 
dark  brown,  small  pock 
black,  sharp  nose 
black,  one  eye  blind  - 
brown  on  the  face 
black,  mole  left  cheek 
copper,  sharp  nose     - 
copper,  ears  bored    - 

•  -  copper,  right  ears 
bored. 

brown,  cut  on  the  neck 
copper,  ears  bored  - 
brown,  small  pock  • 
brown,  ears  bored  - 
black,  on  the  forehead 

-  "  brown,  ears  bored, 
marks  on  the  back, 
brown,  right  ear  bored 

-  -  brown,  hair  on  the 
chest. 

brown,  small  pock  - 
daik  brown, small  pock 
brown,  on  the  nose    - 

-  -  brown,  left  cheek 
cut-mark. 

brown,  ears  bored     - 
dark  brown 
black,  none 
brown,  rieht  shoulder 
black,  mole  left  temple 

-  -  dark  brown,  scar 
right  cheek. 

black  ... 
brown,  on  the  face  - 
copper,  ears  bored  - 
brown  -  -  . 
brown      ... 

-  -  dark  brown,  mde 
left  cheek. 

brown  .  .  • 
brown,  ears  bored  - 
copper,  sharp  nose  - 
brown,  on  the  chin  - 
black,  ears  bored 
dark  brown 

-  -  dark  brown,  scar 
on  the  right  cheek, 
lost  one  eye,  the  other 
ffood. 

oark  brown,  left  cheek 
brown      ... 
copner,  scar  left  cheek 
dark  brown,  ears  bored 
dark  brown 
black,  ears  bored 
brown,  small  pock    - 
copper,  scar  right  ear 
brown,  ears  bored     - 
dark  brown 
brown      ... 
brown,  ears  bored     « 


On  what  Ship. 


Whitby 


Contract,  with  whom. 


BRITISH 
GUIANA. 


J.  Cameron,  esq. 

-    -    ditto 

J.  Matthews,  esq. 


Remarks,  No.  6. 

Governor  Light  to 
^  the  Marquis  of 
Normanby, 
5  September  1839. 

End.  in  No.  6. 


ditto 
J.  Cameron,  esq. 

-  -    ditto 

J.  Matthews,  esq. 

-  -    ditto 

-  .    ditto 

-  -     ditto 

J.  Cameron,  esq. 

-  -    ditto 

-  ^    ditto 

-  -    ditto 

J.  Matthews,  esq. 
J.  Cameron,  esq. 

-  -    ditto 

-  -    ditto 

-  -    ditto 

-  -     ditto 

-  -    ditto 

-  -    ditto 

-  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

J.  Matthews,  esq. 
J.  Cameron,  esq. 

J.  Matthews,  esq. 
J.  Cameron,  esq! 

-  -    ditto 

-  -    ditto 
•    -    ditto 

{  -    .    ditto 


-  -    ditto 

-  .    ditto 

-  .    ditto 

-  .    ditto 
•    -    ditto 

J,  Matthews,  esq. 

J.  Cameron,  esq. 

-  -    ditto 

-  -    ditto 
.    -    ditto 

-  .    ditto 

-  •    ditto 


-  -  ditto 

-  .  ditto 

-  •  ditto 

-  -  ditto 
•  .  ditto 
«  -  ditto 

-  •  ditto 


-  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 
.  .  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

-  .  ditto 

-  •  ditto 

-  '  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

-  •  ditto 

^  J.  Matthews,  esq. 


o 


-3 


s 


O 


i 
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& 

< 


£ 
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CORRESPONDENCE  ON  THE  CONDITION  OF 


No.  6.  No. 

Governor  Light  to  

the  Marquess  of 

Normanbyi 

5  September  1 839.  1 20 

121 

EdcL  in  No.  6. 

122 
123 


124 

125 
is6 
127 
128 
129 
130 
131 

132 
133 

134 
135 
136 


137 
138 

139 
140 


141 

142 

143 
144 

145 

146 

147 
148 

H9 
150 
151 
152 
153 
154 
155 

156 
157 
158 

159 
160 
161 
i6i? 
163 
164 
165 
166 

167 
168 
169 
170 
171 
173 

173 
174 
175 
176 

177 
178 

179 
180 
181 
182 
183 
184 
185 


NAMES. 


Soomaree 
Soomaree 

Seetaw  Rum 
Bode  Rum 


Doob  Rang 
Byjenauth 
Rampersaud     «- 
Reejooah 
Ram 

Seebun    - 
NundooXboy)  r 
Damnodur 

Khadoo  - 
Jeetun     - 

Rada 

Soohoo  Roy     - 

Hurreeah 

Beccoo  - 
Summode 
Rurmaw  • 
Goorkaw 

Dookee  - 
MuDiiohur 
Bhayloo  - 
Hoodee  - 

Toofannee 

Ramwoogurray 
Rum  Buckus  (boy) 
Keetoo    - 
Jummere 
Hurree    - 
Bustom  Chum  - 
Bhowanucc 
Amrith    - 
MahtawDeen  - 
Munneead    .    - 

Colly  Chum     - 
Seensawhaw  Sing 
Mahur  Siog 
Ihurry     - 
Juddoo  Ram    - 
Toohull    - 
Bhuggowan  Biswas 
Keerah    - 
MahtawDeen  • 
Boodun   • 
Satoo 

Nuzur  Ally 
Dhurmoo 
Gopaul  Sing    • 
Ramnauth 
Bhurruttee 
Chumnun 
Jimlaul    - 
Chataw    - 
Bissoo 
Ram  Doss 
Ham  Joy 
Ramjaun 
Surnaum 
Munghooah 
Bhurrut(boy)  - 
Ram  Chunder  • 
Buckoo    - 
Daboa     - 
Pooroo  Sootum 


Caste,  ttid  from  whence. 


Period 
of  Contract. 


Dhanga,  Ramghur 
Dhanga,  Hazareebagh 


Dhanga,  Ramghur 
•    -    ditto 


-  -    ditto 

-  -    ditto 
Dhanga,  Hazareebagh 

-  -    ditto 
Dhanga,  Ramghur 

-  -    ditto 
Dhangur,  Hazareebaugh 

-    ditto 


-  -    ditto 
Gohallah,  Modafapore 

Dhangur^Hazareebag^ 

-  -    ditto 

-  •    ditto 


•  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 
.  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 


Juswar, .  Azimghur    • 
Booyrah,  Naraingabad 
Bunnea,  Guy  a  - 
Gowallah,  Cossee 


Gowalluhy  Pungray 


Nature 
of  Contract. 


Date 
ofCoirtract. 


^29  Dec.  1837 


Kulwar,  Bateeah 
Koomee»  Bundalcum 
Doosand,  Gazeepore 
Mussulman,  Burdwan 
Booyeahy  Burdwan   - 
Khunda.w,  Wooresaw 
Kcouicc,  Bhandawree 
Kenmee,  Soojgurraw 
Kenmee^  Jowanpore 
Gurrasee,  Cossee 


Bungdee,  Bancoorah 
R^poot,  Goruckpore 
R^jpoot^  Cossee 
Kahur,  Shaubgunge  • 
Khettree,  Neelgluurree 
Doosand,  Moodafapore 
Wooreeah,  Cuttack 
Kurmee>  Parung 

-  -    ditto 
Dhanga^  Ramghur 
Kurmee,  Joanpore 
Mussulman,  M  oda&pore 
Noonesaw,  Mewar     - 
Bliaut,  Patna    -> 
Bunnea,  Arra  - 
Calwar,  Assoodeea   - 
Ryput,  Purneeah 
Rajpoot,  Modafapore 
Mescam,  Choyanpore 
Baugdee,  Bancoorah 
Gohallah,  Nagpore    - 
Tantee,  Bancoorah    - 
Mussulman,  Patnah  - 
GohuUab,  Gundav    - 
Dhanga^  Ramghur    - 
Dhanga,  Midnapore 

-  -     ditto 

-  -     ditto 

-  -     ditto 

-  -     ditto 


five  years  - 


ftee  labourers 


>  a  Jan.  1838 


5  Jan.  1838 


Digitized  by 


Google 
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Desti- 
nuioo. 


« 

a 
« 

Q 


Age. 


Yn. 
«7 

96 

31 
23 


25 

ao 

S9 

34 
36 

'A 


93 
33 

24 
23 

«3 

24 
23 
24 
25 

23 
36 

39 

36 
25 

23 
15 
38 

27 
36 

27 
29 
23 
27 
29 

25 

29 

s8 

27 
25 
26 

25 
38 

27 
29 
38 

25 

38 

36 
36 
29 

s8 
25 
25 
37 
98 

29 
25 
29 
25 
15 
33 

23 
29 

31 


Height 


Ft.  In. 
6  6 
5    o 

5  1 
5  o 


5 

6 
5 
5 
5 
5 
4 
5 

5 
5 


4 

1 

o 

1 

4i 

5 

9 

2J 

3l 
1* 


5  li 

5  4 

5  li 

5  1 

5  5 

5  5 

6  2ji 

5  3 

5  li 

5  9 

5  4i 

4  10 

6  2j 


6J 
o 

3 

8 

7 
1 

7 

4 

8 
6 

3i 
o 

4 
3 
7 
3 

3 
6 

3J 
8 

li 

8 

1* 
7 

4 
4 
4 
3 
oh 

M 

4j 

3 

2 

4  10 

5  4i 
5  2 

5  3 
5  o 


Particolar  Marks. 


brown,  on  the  face  - 

-  -  dark  brown,  ears 
bored. 

brown,  ears  bored  - 
<-  -  dark  brown,  ears 
bored,  one  eye  imper«* 
feet,  the  other  good, 
black,  ears  bored 
brown  ... 
brown,  mole  left  cheek 
copper,  ears  bored  - 
brown  .  a  - 
brown  •  -  - 
copper,  small-pock    - 

-  -  dark  brown  an  the 
chest. 

brown      ... 

-  copper,  mole  eo  the 
chin. 

brown,  small-pock    - 

brown,  ears  bored     - 

«  -  black,  mole  right 

cheek. 

copper,  on  the  back  - 

dark  brown,  sharp  nose 

brown,  left  arm 

-  -  dark  brown,  ears 
bored. 

brown,  on  the  chest  • 
copper  -  -  . 
ci4>per     - 

-  -  black,  cut  CD  the 
forehead. 

-  «  brown,  spots  on  the 
flEice. 

dark  brown 


On  what  Ship. 


copper  -  -  - 
brows,  sm^pock  « 
brown  on  the  diest  • 
black,  scar  left 
brown 
brown,  small-pock  « 
copper,  sharp  nose  • 
brown,  small-pock  • 
-  brown,  moles  cm  the 
neck. 

brown  «  •  • 
brown,  small-peck  • 
brown  .  .  - 
brown,  small-pock  • 
copper,  left  ear  cut  - 
brown,  scar  left  cheek 
black,  scar  left  temple 
brown  ... 
brown,  smaU-pock  - 
brown,  on  the  back  • 
brown,  scar  left  cheek 
brown,  small-pock  - 
brown  ... 
copper,  sharp  nose  - 
dark  brown,  on  left  arm 
brown  -  •  • 
brown  -  .  - 
brown      -        •        - 


Contract,  with  whom. 


77- 


copper     ... 
dark  brown 
brown      ... 
brown      -        -        - 
brown,  on  the  face    - 
black       ... 
black       ... 
black,  ears  bored 
brown      ... 
brown,  ears  bored 
dark  brown,  ears  bored 
copper,  on  the  forehead 

E  2 


Whitby 


.  ( 


J.  Matthews,  esq. 
J.  Canieron,  esq* 

J.  Matthews,  esq. 
J.  Cameron,  esq. 


J.  Matthews,  esq. 

-  -    ditto 

-  -    ditto 

-  -    ditto 

-  -     ditto 

-  -    ditto 

J.  Cameron,  esq. 
J.  Matthews,  esq. 


-  -  ditto 

J.  Cameron,  esq. 

.  .  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

-  '  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 


-  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

James  Matthews,  esq. 

J.  Cameron,  esq. 
J.  Matthews,  esq.     - 

-  -    ditto 

John  Cameron,  esq. 
James  Matthews,  esq. 

-  -    ditto 

-  .  ditto 
.     -    ditto 

J.  Cameron,  esq. 
J.  Matthews,  esq. 

-  -     ditto 

-  -    ditto 

J.  Cameron,  esq. 

-  -  ditto 

-  .  ditto 
«-  -  ditto 
.  -  ditto 
•  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 


Remarks, 


BRITISH 
GUIANA. 

No.  6. 
Governor  Light  to 
the  Marquess  of 
Noniuttiby, 
5  September  1839. 

£ncl.  in  No.  6# 


o 


-3 

9 


(canHnued) 
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CORRESPONDENCE  ON  THE  CONDITION  OF 


BRITISH 
GUIANA. 


No. 


No.  6.         — 

Governor  Light  to 

the  Marquess  of  186 

Normanby,  187 

5  September  1839.  188 

189 

End.  in  No.  6.  190 

193 
193 
194 
195 
196 

197 

198 

199 
300 

201 

302 

203 
304 
305 
306 
307 

208 
309 
310 
311 
313 

313 
314 

215 
316 

317 
316 

319 
320 
331 
323 
333 
224 
225 
226 
227 
228 
229 
230 

231 
232 
233 
234 

235 
236 
337 
338 
339 

340 
241 
242 

243 
244 
245 

246 

247 
248 

249 


NAMES. 


Peertum  -        -        - 
Munick   •        •        . 
Colly  Ram 
Bucktowar,  ist* 
Hurreeah 
Doumun  Sing  - 

Nophur   .        .        - 
Phuckeraw 
Soobrautee 
Bhucktowar,  3d 
Somachum 
Dooleeaw  (boy) 

Harradhone 

Aroendo  -  -  - 

Poosum    -  -  - 

Sooioo     -  -  - 

Balkee     -  .  - 

Lalloo     .  .  . 

Massoo   •  -  . 

Poorun    -  -  - 

Thurry    -  -  . 

Goorsaidhaw  - 

Khuddaroo 
Gyah  Ram 
MunguUav 
Sewlol  Sing 
Ruggoo  -        -        • 

Beharree  -        -        - 
Buckus    -        .        - 

Nuncoo  -        -        - 
Bhoowannee  Deen    - 

Juggun    .        -        - 
Chuckoo  -        •        - 

Becarree  -        -        - 
Bhoyrub  -        -        - 
Chitroo    .        •        . 
Anjoodaw  Sing 
Ram  Sing 
Moonooruddee 
Nuthaw  Khaw  - 
Jeetun     -        -        - 
Shack  Jumer    - 
Moodoo  -        -        • 
Sur  Dhur 
Mookundoo 

Noofhur  -        -        - 
Moodoosudden- 
Goordeeall 
Shack  Deloo    - 
Sookur  Rum     - 
Bussondeeall    - 
Mottee    -        -        - 
Lutchmun  Sing 
Jabob  Tenhurry 

Charles  Geo.  Sharlieb 

Gabriel  Francis 

William  Jas.  Young  • 

Mautaw  Deen  - 
Takoor    -        -        . 
Fuckeram 

Boodew  -        -        - 
I'eemul    -        -        - 
Serodeen 
Bahaudoo 


Caste,  and  from  whence. 


Period 
of  Contract. 


Dhanga,  Hazareebagh^ 
Soonar,  Berrallie 
Koyput,  Gooalparrah 
Bunnea,  Lucknow    - 
Chummar,  Bancoorah 
Rajpoot,  Cuttack 

Dhangar,  Bancoorah 
Mussulman,  Behar  • 
Ditto,  Hazareebagh  • 
Ditto,  Buxar  - 
Koybut,  Midnapore  - 
Dhangur,  Hazareebagh 

-  -    ditto 

-  -    ditto 

-  -     ditto 
Koormee,  Patna 
Dhangur,  Hazareebagh 


Nature 
of  Coutract. 


-  ditto 

-  ditto 
Gungroye,  Hazareebagh 

Boohyea,  Hazareebagh 
Rajpoot,  Cossee 

Mussulman,  Chuprah 
Chandaul,  Burdwan  - 
Sodee,  Burdwan 
Rajpoot,  Cunga 
Dhanga,  Hazareebagh 


-    -    ditto 
Mussulman,  Meerut « 


Bhooyen,  Hazareebagh 
Kowput,  Hazareebagh 


Kurmee,  Cossee 
Kahaur,  Dhungyc 


Date 
of  Contract. 


>  8  Jan.  iC 


» free  labourers 


I  five  years 


Mussulman,Modafapore 
Chassaw,  Bancoorah  - 
Mussulman,  Chuprah 
Molly,  Gazeepore     - 
Chuttree,  Anjoodeah 
Mussulman,  Bancoorah 
Mussulman,  Allahabad 
G  undowree,  Modafapore 
Mussulman,  Modafapore 
Bhangdec,  Bancoorah 
Nooreeab,  Curobhur 
Tantee,  Burdwan     « 

Baugdee,  Burdwan    - 
Cal 00,  Bancoorah 
Kurmee,  Dowghung- 
Mnssulman,  Burdwan 
Hulwhye,  Modafapore 
Rajpoot,  Gazeepore  - 
Dhangur,  Hazareebagh 
Kurmee,  Modafapore 

-  -  Christian,  Madras, 
Marajuungully. 

-  Christian,  Hydrabad 
Greebabooslane. 

•  -  Christian,  Madras 
Mareiaungully. 

-  Christian,  Cawnpore 
Cullinga. 

Rajpoot,  Moonghur  • 
Aynerc,  Lucknow  - 
Musselman,  .Moonghur 

Chutree,  Gurja 
Kahar,  Benares 
Kurmee,  Lucknow 
Mussulman,  Gazeepore! 


superintendent 
of  labourers. 
-    ditto      - 


•     labourers 


10  Jan.  1838 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  HILL  COOLIES  IN  BRITISH  GUIANA. 


Desti- 

DStiOD. 


s 

B 

0) 


Age. 


Yrs. 

38 

29 

36 

39 
so 

38 

35 
37 
38 
34 
24 
H 

36 
37 
36 
36 
33 

37 
33 
30 
29 
29 

37 
33 

25 
38 


24 
31 
37 

15 

38 

25 
38 
36 
32 

19 

39 

31 
38 

«8 
27 

35 
U 
25 
24 


HeighU 


Ft.   In. 
5    4 


5 
5 
5 
5 
5 

5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
4 

5 
5 
5 
5 
5 

5 
5 
5 
5 
5 


oi 

2i 

3 

O 

6 

6 
3 
3 

4 

8 

8 

2J 
2J 
O 

5i 
5 

7 

2 


5  3 
4 " 
5  4 
5  3 
5  3 


30 

5 

oi 

26 

5 

7 

30 

5 

1 

36 

5 

6 

30 

5 

ij 

s6 

5 

3i 

29 

5 

oj 

27 

5 

5J 

14 

4 

9 

30 

5 

2 

27 

5 

3i 

35 

5 

as 

5 

«9 

5 

4i 

28 

5 

38 

5 

34 

5 

26 

5 

Oi 

5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 


5 

1 

4 

04 

8 

3 
5 
3 
3 


5    o 

5    5i 

5    9 

5    4 
5    4 

4  11 

5  6 

4  10 

5  6 
5    4 


Particular  Marks. 


On  Mrhat  Ship. 


Contra  ct,  with  whom. 


brown,  small-pock 
copper     - 
black,  small-pock 
brown,  small-pock 
black 
brown 


black,  none 

brown,  on  the  chest 

brown 

brown 

black       . 

brown,  ears  bored 

dark  brown,  small-pock 
black,  ears  bored 
black,  ears  bored 
copper     - 
brown,  ears  bored 

brown,  ears  bored 

dark  brown 

brown 

brown 

brown 


copper     • 
brown 
dark  brown 
copper     - 
•  -  dark 


scar 


brown, 
right  temple, 
dark  brown,  ears  bored 

-  -  copper  on  the  fore- 
head. 

brown      -        -        - 

-  -  brown,  scar  right 
temple. 

brown      -        .        • 

-  -  copper,  on  the  fore- 
head. 

dark  brown,  small  pock 

dark  brown 

brown     - 

dark  brown 

copper,  small  pock 

copper     - 

brown,  small  pock 

brown 

brown 

dark  brown 

brown 

brown 


black 
brown 

black,  small  pock 
copper  - 
copper  - 
copper  - 
dark  brown 
copper  - 
black,  small  pock 


brown 


dark  brown 
brown,  none 


77. 


brown,  none     - 
brown      -        -        . 
-  -  brown,  scar  right 
shoulder. 

brown  -  -  - 
brown,  small  pock  - 
brown  -  -  - 
brown 


E  3 


Whitby 


Matthews,  esq. 
Cameron,  esq. 

-  ditto 

-  ditto 

-  ditto 

-  ditto 


-  ditto 

-  ditto 
Matthews,  esq. 
Cameron,  esq. 
Matthews,  esq. 
Cameron,  esq. 

Matthews,  esq. 
Cameron,  esq. 
.     ditto 

-  ditto 
.     ditto 

•     ditto 
J.  Matthews,  esq. 
J.  Cameron,  esq. 
J.  Matthews,  esq. 

-  -    ditto 

J.  Cameron,  esq. 

-  -    ditto 

-  -    ditto 

J.  Matthews,  esq. 
J.  Cameron,  esq. 

J.  Matthews,  esq. 
J.  Cameron,  esq. 


ditto 
ditto 


J.  Matthews,  esq. 

-  -    ditto       - 

-  -    ditto 

-  -    ditto 

J.  Cameron,  esq. 

-  -    ditto 

-  -    ditto 

-  -     ditto 

J.  Matthews,  esq. 
J.  Cameron,  esq. 

-  -     ditto 

J.  Matthews,  esq. 

-  -     ditto 

-  -     ditto 


J.  Cameron,  esq. 

-  -     ditto 

J.  Matthews,  esq. 
J.  Cameron,  esq. 
.    -    ditto 

-  -    ditto 

-  -     ditto 

,T.  Matthews,  esq. 
J.  Cameron,  esq. 

J,  Matthews,  esq. 

J.  Cameron,  esq. 

J.  Matthews,  esq. 


-  -    ditto 

J,  Cameron,  esq. 

-  -     ditto 


ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 


Remarks. 


33  BRITISH 

GUIANA. 

No.  6. 

Governor  Light  to 

the  Marquess  of 

Normanby, 

5  September  1839. 

End.  in  No.  6, 


o 
O 


•a 

•s 

< 

2 

I 

3 

i 


a 
to 


(continued) 

Digitized  by 


Google 


BRITISH 
GUIANA. 


34 


CORRESPONDENCE  ON  tHE  CONDITION  OP 


No.  6. 

GoT«rBor  L^bt  to 

the  Marquess  of 

Nonnanby, 

5.  September  1839.  250 

£dc1.  in  No.  6. 


No. 

NAMiiS. 

Caste»  l^Ki  (torn  whence. 

Period, 
of  Contnct. 

Natnre 
of  Contract 

Date 
of  Contract. 

350 

CodaBu(^u8  • 

MussiiknaiH  Chupah  - 

five  years  • 

10  ian,  1838 

^51 

Jeebim    •        -        - 

1                       1                       ' 
-- Dhanga  woman,  accompanies  her  husband,  Boodoo,  Ko.  72,  , 
with  one  infimt  in  arms  and  threa  other  children,  females,  of 
age  m,  10,  and  7  years. 

853 

Sookurah 

Dhanga  woman,  accompanies  her  husband,  Gohabhur,  No.  82     - 

253 

Jeebun    •        •        - 

-    Ditto    -    -    -    ditto    -    -    -    ditto,  DurreairSiqg,No.gp, 
with  an  infant  in  arms  of  the  above. 

354 

Sheebah  ... 

Dhanga  woman,  accompanies  her  husband^  Becjoo,  No.  92 

^55 

Goolpie  .        .        - 

Ditto    ...    -    ditto    -    •    .    ditto,    Munghur,  No.  108  - 

256 

Dusuree  -        .        - 

Ditto    -    •    -    .    ditta    -    -    »    ditto,   Moghun,    No.    109, 
widi  four  children,  two  boys,  aged  10  and  6  years,  and  two  giris,   , 
aged  8  and  3  years. 

357 

Lukeeah  -        -        • 

-  -  Native  woman,  accompanies  her  husband,  Goordeail,  No.  233, 
with  an  infant  son  of  the  above,  aged  4  years. 

RETURN  of  Emo&AKTS  bmded  this  5th  dwj  of  May  in  Btrbke,  from  on  board  the  Barque 

^  Whitby,"  James  Swinton,  Commander. 


Where  from. 

Name. 

Sex. 

Age. 

Occopation. 

To  whom 
ArtidMl. 

For  how  km^ 

WHe.per 

Indenture. 

Calcutta: 
Anunto 
Gungai 
Juggooi 
Bundoo 
Chumm 
Modoo 
Bossum 
Bhoyrul 
Rutt(ni 
Santoo] 
Hindoo 
Balkissi 
Connoy 
Rutton 
Govind 
Mattee 
Cosseen 
Moghui 
Madaw 
Moohui 
Petum 
Ranchu 
Sangur 
Beesoo 
Govind 
Medoof 
Buddon 
Ramkis 
Munnec 
Anunt 
Kistaw 
Bhoolai 
Dookee 
Munhol 
Gungau 
Jeetoo 
Beecair 
GuDgan 

Ram      - 
»ersaud    • 

POO* 

-        •        - 
are 
Doss 

I)     -        I        . 

Doss 

m   - 
e    - 
Sing 
Doss 

lauth 

1     •        -        - 

Ree        .        - 

nder 

luaden     - 
to    - 

5              •                     m                    m 

V       -            - 

-             »             • 

lur  - 

1  Deen     - 

ee  - 

I  Ram      - 

* 
^ale 

- 

labourer     - 

«        «        a 

•        •        • 

•                            M                            • 

John  Cameron 

m                    »                    " 

five  years   - 

•        •        ■ 

MM* 

|/  10.  lo.pcr 
^     mensem 
1     (Sirdars.) 
Vf.  9.  per  men- 
J     sem  (mates.) 

1/.7.  10.  per 
mensem. 
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Betti- 

natioii. 


s 

Q 


Age. 


18 
38 

18 
20 
26 

26 


Height. 


Ft.  In. 

4    9 


5    1 


Particular  Mttks. 


dark  brown 


ears  bored 
black 


clear,  ears  bored 
ears  bored 


clear  brown 


On  wbttt  Ship. 


>  Whitby 


Contract  with  whom. 


R^maiics. 


John  Cameron,  esq. 
•    -    ditto 


o 
O 


o 
a 

•s 


e 

§ 


o 


a 
< 


(True  copy.) 


BRITISH 
GUIANA, 

No.  6. 
Governor  Light  to 
the  Marquess  of 
Norroanby, 
5  September  1839. 

End.  in  No.  6. 


if.  J.  Prinsep,  Secretary  to  Government. 


Where  from. 

Name. 

Sex. 

Age. 

Occupation. 

To  whom 
Articled. 

For  h«w  long.       p,,^^,„„. 

Calcutta: 

Soonan 

Sonata] 

Juggon 

Chumr 

Bode! 

Joynau 

Besum 

Ram- 

Soonoo 

Boodoc 

Moghu 

Jeelun 

Kisnaw 

Chetoo 

Bhutto 

Somarc 

Dhurru 

Aukul 

Beegun 

Beer  Si 

Summo 

Chutta 

Bisonai 

Kamde 

Bookun 

BoobuG 

Gohulh 

Durree 

Beesso 

Mundi 

Peerfui 

Khadoc 

Woolin 

Rada 

Soohoo 

Riuree 

Summo 

GoozE 

Kurma 

Soosuh 

Boodav 

• 

a     -        -        . 
lohun 

ftW   - 

th   .        .       . 

n     -        -  .     - 

0  *.        -        - 
J      -        -        - 
indee 

lu    - 

Dee 

»    - 

ith-        -        - 
all  .        .        . 

1  -        -        - 

1  Sing       - 

uz  - 

an  Sing    - 

ur  - 
n    - 

I      -        -        - 

Roy 
ah   . 

^de  .        -        . 
[aw          .        . 
Pf    -        -        - 

Ram 
ir      . 

• 
male 

• 

«          «         • 

labourer     - 

-        •        • 

•        •        • 

MM* 

John  Cameron 

•        •        - 

•  -                 w 

•  «                 • 

five  years    - 
I        I        I 

/.7.  lo.pcr 
mensem. 

77. 


£   4 
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Where  from. 

Name. 

Sex. 

Age. 

Occapation. 

To  whom 
Articled. 

For  bow  long. 

Wages  \yer 
iDdemure. 

1 
Calcutta: 

Chou  Kooree 

Kvloo        .        .        . 

CheetawMun     -  •      -. 

Doopun      -        •        - 

Hee  Kaw  Mun    - 

Dhurmoo   -        -        - 

Gopul  Sing 

Matan  Deen 

Rammauth 

Toofannee 

Bhayloo     -        -        - 

Koo  Dee    .        •        - 

Hurree       -        -        - 

Jumere       -        •        - 

Bustom  Chum     - 

Volly  Chum 

Ramivooghuarraw 

Beetoo       ... 

Buhrattee  -        .        - 

Mallan  Deen 

Amzit        .        -        - 

Bhowannee 

Jhurry        ... 

Chunnun    -        -       •- 

Ranyay      -        -        - 

Pooroosootaw     - 

Daboo        .        •        - 

Kuskoo      -        .        - 

Ram  Chumder    - 

Simtaul      .        -        . 

Bissoo        -        -        - 

Ramjaun    -        -        - 

Chataw      - 

Surnaum    .        .        - 

Ram  Doss  -        -        - 

Ally  Buckus 

Comole       .        -        - 
Muddaw     .        .        . 
Nundoo      -        .        - 
Dasaw  Ram 

Augunwooah 

Nundooaw 

Ram  Buckus 

Burrut        ... 

Domun  Sing 

Puckee  Ram 

Bhiicktowur 

Soorfoo       ... 

Bucktowur 

Munick      .        -        • 

Anundo      -        •        - 

Hurreeah   -        -        - 

Dooleeaw  -        -        - 

Saloo          .        •        * 
Balkee        - 
Poosum      .        .        - 
Volly  Ram 
Augoo  Daw  Sing 
Jeetun        -        -        - 

Cheetroo    -        -        - 

Coda  Buckus 

Mattee       ... 

Moonoo  Ruddee 

Guyah  Ram 

Shaik  Deeloo      - 

Boodun      ... 

Modoosudden 

Khaddaroo 

Shaik  Jameei 

Ram  Sing  ... 

Gookur  Ram 
Mungullam 

• 
• 

• 

.         •          . 

labourer     - 

... 

.                         M                          . 

... 

•          .          . 

John  Cameron 

-        J-        • 

.        .        • 

five  years   - 

•        .        • 
.        •        . 

^.7.  10.  per 
mensem. 

f/9.permen. 
L  sem  (mate). 

/6.per  men- 
sem (bop). 

/.  7.  10.  per 
mensem. 

f^C.permen- 
t   sem  (boy). 

/?.  10.  per 
^  mensem. 

fyiG.permen- 
[  sem  (boys). 

/.  7.  10,  per 
1     mensem. 

ry: 6. per  men- 

1     sem  (boy). 

1/  7.  10.  per 
I     mensem. 

f^  6.  per  men- 
1^  sem  (boy). 
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Where  from. 

K«me. 

Sex. 
male 

Age. 

Oocnpatioii. 

To  whom 
Articled. 

For  bow  long. 

Wages 
fof  lodenture. 

Calcutta: 
Nofhur 
Buggoi 

Bhowai 
Poorun 

SewDi 
Teemu] 
Bockufl 

Takon 
Bahand 
Tuckee 
Isaac 

Gabriel 

NUDCO 

nnee  Deen 
Jen  - 

loor 
Ram       -        * 

I  Francis  - 

0      -        -        -, 

- 

•  V         - 
labourer     - 

•  •        «» 

•          •          • 
«          •         • 

John  Cameron 

—        •        - 

five  years   - 

-        «        • 

/.  7.  10.  per 
>    mensem. 

•y:6.permen- 
sen  (hoy). 

f.  7.  10.  per 
f  mensem. 

f/    24.   per 
^mensan  <m- 
[terpreters). 
\f.  7. 10.  per 
1^    mensem. 

BRITISH 
GUIANA. 

No.  6. 
Governor  Light  to 
the  Marquess  o^ 
NoFmanbVy 
5  September  1839. 

End.  in  No.  6. 


164. 


CharUs  R.  Whmfidd,  SheriC 


RETURN  of  Emigrants  landed  from  on  board  the  Barque  Wkitbv,  James  Swinton,  Commander,  from  CdaatOj 

from  the  14th  May  to  the  16th  May  1838.  ; 


Where  from. 


NAME. 


Calcutta: 

Nertha  Khan 


Thurry  Huck     - 

Mandub  Doss     - 

Jowhy  bur  Sing  - 

Soodien     -        -        - 

NayWool- 

Ramjaun    -        -        - 

MuDgul     - 

Muthroo    - 

Riskoo  or  Kbattoo     - 

Beer  Sing  - 

Dabey 

Bahandur  Sing  - 

Mohun 

Beecoo 

Gooye 

Loboo 

Wo(«un     - 

Joy  Sing    - 

Mdion  Sing 

Foolaee  Ram      - 

Rungit 

MobuD 

Joogul 

Loll  .        - 

Buzsoo 

Hurry  Siog 

Mamck 

Khatoo      - 

Khadoo     - 

Dammo  Dbur     - 

Jeebi^D 

Colli  Ram  - 

Reegooah  - 

RanSper  Sayd     - 

By  Jenauth 

Bhang  But 

SeetanRam 

Sooaare    -        <« 

Chumraw  or  Cbaund 

Bundoo 

77. 


Sex. 


Age. 


male 


J: 


ComplciioD. 


y«. 
39 

33 

33 
90 
38 
33 
33 
23 
37 
36 

39 
38 

34 
33 
26 
33 
30 
30 

»9 

S3 

35 
40 
38 

34 
37 
37 
SO 

33 

86 

36 
36 

33 
!20 

34 
37 
31 

«7 

27 

36 

36 


Height. 


Ft.  In. 
5    7 


RelSgion. 


Ta 

Oocapation.      whom 
Articled, 


icopper  colour^ 


5 

6 

5 

3 

5 

3 

5 

6 

5 

5 

5 

6 

6 

4 

5 

4i 

5 

3 

5 

3 

5 

4 

5 

2 

5 

3 

4 

11 

6 

8 

5 

3 

5 

5 

5 

4i 

5 

3 

6 

0 

5 

5 

5 

ij 

5 

7 

5 

6 

5 

4 

6 

1 

5 

4 

4 

11 

5 

3i 

sirdar 


mate 


,  Hindoo  • 


5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

6 

5 

5 

5 


3i 
5 

M 
1 

o 
1 

1 
6 

3} 
1 


For  how 
long. 


Wages 
per  Indenture. 

t 


Mahometan 


labourers 


i  Hindoo 


§ 


^ 


o 

I 


.§• 


5Compaa/ira- 
pees  per  nonthy 
food,  clothing 
lodging,  medi- 
cal attendance, 

^  and  tnedidDe. 

6  ditto. 


S 


% 

s 
e 

OS 


r^ 

CO 

00 


S 

u 

a> 

D 

t 

ei 

S 


S 


i5  ditta 
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Where  from. 


Calcutta: 


NAME. 


Sex.      Age. 


84. 


Thurry 
Dojaliee    - 
FatuDgaw  - 
Bhoo  Deen 
Mahaur  Sing 
Bucktower  or  Bhagga- 

wan  Bismaa. 
Juddoo  Ram 
Mumiee  Aud 
Daboo  or  Sew  Saw  Sing 
Heeraw      .        -        - 
Satoo         ... 
Annundo   •        -        - 
Sangur       (a  boy) 
Roylah       -  (do.) 
Bits  Ram  -  (do.) 
Beet  Law  -  (do.) 
Soobarrankee     - 
Hecira  Dhone    - 
Magoo 
Peertum     - 
Sauma  Chum 
Moo  Chundoo    - 
Bhajrroot  « 
Fakoor  or  Becarrie 
Gooroo  Saw  Naw 
JMantair  JJi^n    - 
Modoo 
Sur  Dhur  - 
Goor  Deeall 
Lutcbmun  Sing  - 
Sewball  Sing 
Beecaarree 
Juggon 
Jhurri 

Mattair  Deen     - 
Ram 

William  James  Touag 
C.  G.Sharlieb    - 
Sudney      ... 
Leukeah    •        •        . 
Nunneedy .        -        • 
Fuah  .        ^        . 


^male 


fe- 
male 


Yrs. 

si 

S3 
2; 
2; 
20 

36 
«9 

^§ 
28 

28 

27 

14 
16 
18 
16 
28 
26 
22 
28 

34 
26 
3 
2 

«9 

28 
28 

24 
27 
26 
28 
30 
30 
27 
27 

»4 
21 

19 
30 

22 
8 


Complexion. 


Height. 


^copper  col^ 


Fi.  In. 

6 


5 
5 
6 
5 
5 
5 

5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 


4 

9 

6 

3i 

3 

4 
4 
3 

n 

o 


4  10 
4  10 

4    7 


5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
6 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
4 
5 
3 
s 


3 

1 

4 

9 

6 

5i 

4 

2 

4 
4 
7 
4 
3 
3 
o* 

1 

7 

4i 

9 

o 

6 

o 

o 

o 


Religion. 


\  Hindoo 


Mahometan 


Oocapfttiob. 


Hindoo  • 


lb 

rhoi 
Articled. 


» labourers 


}' 


interpreter 


a 

4 

a 

o 

Cm 

O 


•I 
u 

9 


I 

I 


g: 


For  bow 


8 


CO 
00 


g 

•s 


s 


Wiget 
per  IndcDtore. 


i>CoiiqMnj*irt. 
pees  periHttb^. 
,fbod,  dotbmt, 
lodging,  nefi- 
cal  ttteodaDoe^ 
and  nxdicifle. 


^4  ditte. 


5  ditto.. 


16  ditto. 


Oeo.Bago^,V.S. 


No.  6.  (C.) 

GoTemor  Light 

of  Normanbyr*       ^  RETURN  of  CooLiES  upon  Plantation  Vriedestein,  th6  Property  of  X.  Gladstone,  Esq. 
5  September  '1839.  q<l«  J*  Stnart,  this  30th  day  of  January  1839. 


£ncK  in  No*  6. 


Date  of  arriTal  in  the  colony  ?-^6th  May  1838. 

Name  of  vessel  by  which  they  came  ? — ^Hesperus. 

Number  received  i — ^Thirty-one  males  and  no  females. 

General  state  of  their  health  on  arrival  ? — Pretty  good. 

Date  of  indentures? — ^26th  January  1838. 

Terms  of  indentures,  viz.  period  of  service,  hours  of  labour,  monthly  amount  of  wages  in: 
dollars,  allowances  of  every  description,  &c.  &c.  &c.?— Period  of  service,  five  years  from 
date  of  indentures  ;  hours  of  labour  not  specified  in  indenture,  but  they  are  required  or 
expected  to  perform  two-thirds  of  the  tarifi  of  labour  for  seven  hours  and  a  half. 

Monthly  amount  of  Wages: — Sirdars,  3^  dollars;  mates,  3  dollars;  labourers,  2| 
dollars. 

.Weekly  Allowances: — 13  lbs.  of  rice,  1 J  lb.  of  dried  fish,  |  lb.  of  onions  and  pepper ^ 
butter  or  oil  in  lieu  of  ghee.  •  ... 

Yearly : — 2  blankets,  1  chintz  meyow,  2  dhooties,  1  Lascar's  cap,  1  wooden  bowl,  and  1 
brass  cup  between  four.  ... 

Medical  attendance  and  medicines  when  required;  and  to  be  sent  back  to  Calcutta  on 
expiration  of  indentures,  if  required,  free  of  all  expensesc 

Hare 
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Have  houses  been  erected  for  them,  or  are  they  lodged  in  one  or  more  large  apartments  ? 
— No  houses  have  been  built  purposely  for  them ;  but  they  occupy  houses  built  for  other 
labourers. 

If  houses,  how  many  to  each  house,  and  its  size  ? — Five  or  six  in  each  house,  as  they 
please  themselves  ;  these  houses  each  measure  20  by  15  feet :  they  are  built  in  one  range, 
and  the  partitions  which  separate  them  from  each  other  have  been  pulled  down ;  reported 
to  have  neen  done  by  themselves ;  they  are  five  in  number,  but  not  in  good  repair. 

If  in  apartments,  size  and  condition  of  each,  and  number  accommodated  in  each  7 — No. 
Number  of  deaths  since  their  arrival? — ^Two  males  and  no  females. 

How  many  on  an  average  are  weekly  on  the  doctor's  list  ? — ^Ten  males  on  an  average  every 
day,  and  no  females. 

What  ai-e  the  disorders  to  which  they  appear  most  subject  ? — An  inveterate  iteh. 

Ch^oes,  producing  sores  ? — Bowel  complaints,  reported  to  be  caused  by  their  eating 
muripe  fruit,  and  rheumatism. 

Are  they  much  addicted  to  rum-drinking  ? — A  few  of  them. 

Do  they  associate  freely  with  the  negroes,  and  cohabit  among  them  ? — They  appear  on 
very  good  terms  with  the  negroes ;  but  not  many  cohabit  among  them. 

What  description  of  labour  are  they  required  to  perform? — Principally  in  weeding  and 
moulding  young  canes ;  but  in  times  of  necessity  in  cutting  canes ;  and  always  the  lightest 
work  that  is  going  on. 

Do  they  appear  cheerful  and  contented,  or  sullen  and  morose  ? — Some  appear  cheerful 
and  contented,  others  grave  and  silent ;  none  sullen  or  morose. 

How  many  interpreters  can  you  command  ?  it  might  not  alwavs  be  safe  to  depend  upon 
one? — One  regular  interpreter,  and  several  understand  and  speak  English  well  enough  to 
be  understood. 

Have  you  ever  heard  that  they  express  a  desire  to  return  to  India? — I  have  not,  and  it  is 
reported  to  me  that  they  do  not ;  but  I  suspect  this  does  not  apply  to  them  generally. 

(signed)         Thos.  Coleman. 


BRITISH 
GUIANA* 

No.  6. 
Governor  Light 
to  the  Marquess 
of  Normanby. 
5  September  1839* 

End.  in  No.  6.. 


A  RETUBJf  of  Coolies  upon  Plantation  Freed-en-Hoop,  the  Property  of  John  Gladstone, 

Esq.  this  20th  February,  1839. 

Date  of  arrival  in  the  colony  ? — May  0th,  1838. 

Name  of  vessel  by  which  they  came  ? — Hesperus. 

Number  received  ? — Sixty-four  men,  three  women,  and  three  children. 

General  state  of  the  health  on  arrival  ? — Good,  with  the  exception  of  three  men,  two  of 
whom  have  since  died,  of  liver  and  dysentery  complaints. 

Date  of  indentures? — January  26th,  1838. 

Terms  of  indentures;  viz.  period  of  service,  monthly  amount  of  wages  in  dollars,  allow 
ances  of  every  description,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Period  of  service  five  years  from  the  date  of  agreement;  from  six  te  six,  with  two  hours 
to  rest,  but  they  have  never  been  employed  above  eight  hours  per  day  at  present ;  they  have 
-done  their  tasks  and  are  generally  home  by  one  p.  m. 

The  wages  of  the  ordmary  or  labouring  cooUes  are  two  and  a  half  dollars  per  month, 
but  y.  1  J  is  stopped,  and  will  be  paid  on  their  completing  their  servitude,  as  per 
agreement. 

Allowances  ot}food  per  diem ;  rice,  14  chittacks ;  doll,  2  chittacks ;  ^hee,  one-half  chittack ; 
salt,  one-quarter  chittack ;  fish,  one  chittl^ ;  one  chittack  of  turmeric  or  tamarinds ;  onions 
and  chillies,  one-half  chittack.  Allowances  per  annum  are,  each,  one  blanket ;  two  dhooties 
or  wrappers ;  one  jacket ;  one  cap  ;  one  wooden  bowl,  one  brass  cup  between  four  persons, 
with  medicine  and  medical  attendance.  The  above  are  per  agreement,  but  they  have  occa<- 
sionally  received  higher  wages  and  additional  allowances. 

Have  houses  been  erected  for  them,  or  are  thej;  lodged  in  one  or  more  large  apartments  ? 
— Houses  have  been  prepared  for  them,  and  wh^h  are  floored  above  tod  ^low,  and  their 
sleeping-rooms  are  10  by  15  feet. 

It  houses,  how  many  to  each  house,  and  its  size  ? — ^The  range  is  160  feet  long  and  20  feet 
broad. 

If  in  apartments,  size  and  condition  of  each,  and  number  accommodated  in  each  ? — 
Answered  by  the  above  replies. 

Number  of  deaths  since  their  arrival  ? — Four  men. 

How  manv  on  an  average  are  weekly  on  the  doctor's  list  ? — Four  weekly,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  man  who  has  been  sick  ever  since  his  arrival,  and  has  not  done  any  duty 
whatever. 

What  are  the  disorders  to  which  they  appear  most  subject  ? — Chegoes,  not  knowing  at  first 
-what  was  the  matter  with  them  until  they  turned  to  sores. 

Are  they  much  addicted  to  rum  drinking? — Formerly  they  were,  but  at  present  not. 
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"  Do  they  associate  freely  with  the  negroes^  and  oohaUt  with  them  ?— Yes. 

No.  6.  What  description  of  labour  are  they  required  to  perform  ? — ^The  same  as  the  rest  of  the 

Governor  Light  gang. 

to  die  Marqaess  J)q  they  appear  cheerful  and  contented,  or  sullen  and  morose  ? — Cheerful  and  contented, 

of  Normanby-  jj^^  many  interpreters  can  you  command ;  it  might  not  always  be  safe  to  depend  upon 

5  September  1839.  ^jj^-j — Qjj^  indentured,  and  two  coolies,  who  si>eak  very  good  Endisb. 

-    ,  "T^    ^  Have  you  ever  heard  that  they  express  a  dei»ire  to  return  to  India  i — No. 

(signed)         Thomas  Delqfons, 

S.  J.  P.  District  E. 


A  RETURN  of  Coolies  upon  Plantation  Bellevuef'ihe  Property  of  J.Coivitte,  Esq.  qq. 
J.  MattkewSfihis  31  st  day  of  January  1839,  from  Stipendiary  Juctice  Coleman. 

Date  of  arrival  in  the  colcmy  ? — May  14th,  1838. 

Name  of  vessel  by  which  they  came  ? — ^The  Whitby. 

Number  received? — Seventy-eight  males.  N.B. — Two  females  and  two  children,  not 
indentured. 

General  state  of  their  health  on  arrival? — ^The  majority  in  good  health. 

Date  of  indentures? — December  29th,  1837. 

Terms  of  indentures;  viz.  period  of  service;  hours  of  labour;  monthly  amount  of  wages 
in  dollars;  allowances  of  every  description,  &c.  &c.  &c.  ?— Period  of  service  five  years  from 
date  of  indentures ;  hours  of  labour  not  specified  in  indentures,  but  they  are  required  or 
expected  to  perform  two-thirds  of  the  tariff  of  labour  for  7}  hours. 

Monthly  amount  of  wages  :  Sirdars,  3  i  dollars ;  matet^  3  doilare ;  labourers,  2  }  dollars. 

Weekly  Allowances :  1 J  lb.  of  dried  fish  ;  |  lb.  of  onions  and  pepper,  butter  or  oil  in 
lieu  of  ghee. 

Yearly  :  2  blankets ;  1  chintz  meyow ;  2  dhooties ;  1  Lascar's  cap  and  1  wooden  bowl, 
and  1  brass  cup  between  4. 

Medical  attendance  and  medicine  when  required,  and  to  be  sent  back  to  Calcutta  on 
expiration  of  indentures  (if  reauired)  fi^e  of  all  expenses. 

Have  houses  been  erected  tor  them,  or  are  they  lodged  in  one  or  more  large  apartments? 
— ^No  houses,  but  they  are  lodged  in  a  large  logie,  built  purposely  for  them,  divided  iatg 
one  large  apaiiment,  and  two  small  above  stairs,  and  one  large  on  tne  ground. 

If  bouses,  how  many  to  each  house,  and  its  size? — None. 

If  in  apartments,  size  and  condition  of  each,  and  number  accommodated  in  each  ? — ^The 
logic,  as  stated  above,  measures  100  feet  by  24.  Except  those  who  have  wives,  and  the 
sirdar,  they  all  occupy  the  one  lar^e  apartment  above,  and  cook  in  that  below. 

Number  of  deaths  smce  their  amval  ? — Nine  males  (and  one  female  child  not  ind^itnred.) 

How  many  on  an  average  are  weekly  on  the  doctor's  list  ? — ^Twenty  males  constantly. 

What  are  the  disorders  to  which  they  appear  most  subject  ? — An  inveterate  itch ;  chegoes^ 
producing  sores ;  bowel  complaints ;  old  rneumatic  pains. 

Are  they  much  addicted  to  rum  drinking  ? — It  is  reported  to  me  that  they  are. 

Do  they  associate  freely  with  the  negroes,  and  cohabit  among  them  ?— Very  few. 

What  description  of  labour  are  they  required  to  perform  ? — Weeding  and  moulding  young 
canes,  and  jobbing  about  on  other  light  works. 

Do  they  appear  cheerful  and  contented,  or  sullen  and  morose  ? — Some  of  them  do ;  none 
of  them  sullen  and  morose. 

How  many  interpreters  can  you  command  ?  it  might  not  always  be  safe  to  depend  upon 
one? — One  regular  interpreter,  but  several  others  speak  and  understand  English  pretty 
well. 

Have  you  ever  heard  that  they  express  a  desire  to  return  to  India  ? — Some  of  them  do ; 
they  say  that  this  country  does  not  agree  with  them,  and  that  there  are  no  chegoes  in  their 
country. 

(signed)        Thos.  Coleman^ 


A  RETURN  of  Coolies  upon  Plantation  Anna  Regina,  tlie  Property  of  John  and  Henry 

Moss,  this  21st  day  of  January  1839. 

Date  of  arrival  in  the  colony  ? — 6th  May  1838. 

Name  of  vessel  by  which  they  came  ? — Hesperus. 

Number  received  ? — Forty-six  males,  and  three  females,  and  four  children  not  mdentured. 

General  state  of  their  health  on  arrival  ?— Good,  with  exception  of  one  man,  who  was 

labouring  under  dysentery,  and  died  soon  after  arrival. 

Date  of  indentures  ?— 26th  January  1838. 
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Tenns  of  indentures;  tiz.  period  of  service;  hours  of  labour;  monthly  amount  of  wages       "^     ~    ' 
in  dollars ;  allowances  of  every  description,  &c.  ? — Period  of  service  five  years  from  the  date       '    Nq,  o. 
of  agreement.     No  stipulation  as  to  hours  of  labour;  but  they  engaged  "  to  perform  wil-  Governor  Light 
lingly  and  diligently  their  duty  of  labours,  with  the  usual  time  allowra  for  rest  and  food.''  *?  $^  Marquess 
They  have  been  required  to  do  the  usual  7  J  hours'  task,  the  same  as  the  labowers  on  the      i^i™*i?    o 
estate.    The  wages  of  the  ordinary  or  labouring  coolies  are  2  J  dollars  per  month.    Allow-  ^  ^^""^^  '•  ^^' 
ances  of  food  per  diem  :  rice,  14  chittacks ;  doll  (pease),  2  chittacks ;  ghee  or  oil,  J  chittack ;      EncLT^o  6. 
salt,  4  chittack ;  dried  fish,  1  ditto ;  turmeric  and  tamarinds,  1  ditto ;  onions  and  chillies,        .       " 
i(  chittack.     14  chittacks  are  equal,  I  believe,  to  about  18  oz.     Allowances  per  annum :  each 
2  blankets,  2  dhooties  or  wrappers,  1  jacket,  1  cap,  and  1  wooden  bowl ;  and  1  brass  cup 
between  four  persons,  with  medicine  and  medical  attendance.    The  above  are  per  agreement, 
but  they  have  accasionally  received  higher  wages  and  additional  allowances. 

Have  houses  been  erected  for  them,  or  are  they  lodged  in  one  or  more  lai^e  apartment  ? — 
Houses  were  prepared  for  them,  but  these  houses  are  divided  into  apartmente.  The  biiilding 
in  which  they  are  lodged  is  105  feet  by  20,  and  has  a  ground  and  upper  floor.  The  house 
is  divided  into  many  apartments.    The  division  has  been  made  by  themselves. 

If  houses,  how  many  to  each  house,  and  its  size  ? — Replied  to  m  the  preceding  answer. 

If  in  apartments,  size  and  condition  of  each,  and  number  accommodated  in  each  ? — Replied 
to  in  preceding  answer. 

Number  of  deaths  since  their  arrival  ?*— One  male. 

How  many  on  an  average  are  weekly  on  the  doctor's  list? — Five  to  six  males. 

What  are  the  disordiers  to  which  they  appear  most  subject  ? — Colds  and  slight  fevers. 

Are  they  much  addicted  to  rum  drinking  ? — Six  have  shown  themselves  addicted  to  rum 
drinking,  but  of  late  there  has  been  a  considerable  improvement  on  the  part  of  two  of  these. 

Do  they  associate  fireely  with  the  negroes,  and  cohabit  among  them  ? — ^They  associate 
less  fireely  with  the  negroes  than  at  first ;  they  work  fireely  with  mem.  I  am  not  aware  of 
any  instance  of  cohabitation. 

What  description  of  labour  are  they  required  to  perform  ?— Ordinary  field  labour ;  and 
are  occasionally  employed  in  the  buildings,  when  they  are  paid  higher  wages. 

Do  they  appear  cheerfiil  and  contented,  or  sullen  and  morose  ? — ^They  appear  very  cheerful 
and  contented. 

How  many  interpreters  can  you  command ;  it  might  not  always  be  safe  to  depend  upon 
one  ? — Only  one ;  out  the  coolies  are  beginning  to  understand  English. 

Have  you  ever  heard  that  they  express  a  desire  to  return  to  India? — I  have  not  beard  that 
they  express  a  desire  to  return  to  India.  I  have  spnoken  to  the  interpreter  and  one  of  the 
mates,  who  report  that  some  have  expressed  an  intention  not  to  return ;  and  that  others  say, 
when  their  stipulated  term  of  service  shall  expire  they  will  ask  the  manager  for  vrives. 

(signed)        J.  O.  Lockart  Mure, 

S.  J.  P.  Upper  Sect.  Dist.  H. 


A  RETURN  of  Coolies  upon  Plantation  Waterloo,  the  Property  of  Messrs.  Dofndson, 
Barkley  Is  Co.,  this  12th  day  of  January  1839. 

Date  of  arrival  in  the  colony? — 8th  May  1838. 
Name  of  vessel  by  which  they  came? — Whitby. 
Number  received  ? — Forty-seven  males. 
General  state  of  their  health  on  arrival  ? — ^Excellent. 
Date  of  indentures? — January  1838. 

Terms  of  indentures,  viz.  period  of  service,  hours  of  labour,  monthly  amount  of  waees  in 
dollars,  allowances  of  every  description,  &c.  8cc.  &c.? — Five  years ;  no  hours  specified,  but 
generally  work  from  seven  hours  and  a  half  to  nine ;  two  dolhrs  and  a  half;  daily  14  chit^ 
tacks  rice,  2  do.  doll,  \  do.  ghee,  \  do.  salt,  1  do.  salt  fish,  1  do.  turmeric,  \  do.  chillies, 
tamarinds,  and  onions ;  1  blanket,  2  dhooties,  1  chintz  ,  1  Lascar's  cap,  1  wooden 

bowl,  yearly;  the  foreeoing  given  twice  instead  of  once  in  the  year;  1  brass  cup  between 
four  persons  yearly ;  idso  medicine  and  medical  attendance.  They  get,  in  addition  to  the 
above  allowances,  which  are  not  mentioned  in  their  indentures,  sugar,  tobacco,  and  rum. 

Have  houses  been  erected  for  them,  or  are  they  lodged  in  one  or  more  large  apartments  ? 
— Three  houses  of  36  feet  lon^  each,  and  shingled,  have  been  erected. 
If  houses,  how  many  to  each  house,  and  its  size  ? — Fifteen  to  each  house. 

If  in  apartments,  size  and  condition  of  each,  and  number  accommodated  in  each? — No 
apartments ;  the  houses  are  open,  and  floored  in  top. 
Number  of  deaths  since  their  arrival  ? — Four  males. 
How  many  on  an  average  are  weekly  on  the  doctor's  list  ? — ^Twelve,  to  16  males. 

What  are  the  disorders  to  which  they  appear  most  subject? — Fever  and  itch. 
Are  they  much  addicted  to  rum-drinking  ? — ^They  are. 

Do  they  associate  fireely  vrith  the  negroes,  and  cohabit  amon^  them? — They  do  not. 
What  description  of  labour  are  they  required  to  perform? — Field. 
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•   Do  they  appear  dieerfid  and  contented,  -  or  sullen  and  morose  ? — ^They  are  apparently 
quite  satisfied. 

How  many  interpreters  can  you  command ;  it  might  not  always  be  safe  to  depend  upon 


No.  6. 

Ooveruor  Light  

lo  the  Marquefii       one  ?— Two 

of  Normanby.  Tis,ve  your  ever  heard  that  they  express  a  desire  to  return  to  India  ? — No. 

5  September  1839.  ^  ^      ^ 

(signed)         G.  Hose,  S.  J.  P, 

E&cl.  in  No«  6. 


A  RETURN  of  Coolies  upon  Plantation  Highbufy,  the  Property  of  Messrs.  Davidson^ 
Barkly  ^  Co.  this  31st  day  of  January  1839. 

Date  of  arrival  in  the  colony  ? — May  1838. 

Name  of  vessel  by  which  they  came  1 — Barcjue  Whitby. 

Number  received  ? — 114  males,  indented ;  six  women ;  five  girls ;  four  boys,  not  indented. 

General  state  of  tlieir  health  on  arrival  ? — Good.  Two  men  landed  from  the  vessel 
suffering  under  diarrhoea,  one  of  whom  died  a  few  days  after. 

Date  of  indentures  ? — December  1896  and  January  1837. 

Terms  of  indentures ;  viz.  period  of  service ;  hours  of  labour ;  monthly  amount  of  wages 
in  dollars  ;  allowances  of  every  description,  8cc.  ? — Period  of  service :  five  years,  subject  to 
transfer,  such  transfer  to  be  by  mutual  consent  before  a  magistrate.  Hours  of  labour :  nine 
per  diem.  Sirdars,  3  \  dollars  per  month ;  sirdars  maters,  3  dollars  per  month  ;  labourer,  2  \ 
dollars.  Food :  14chittacks  of  rice,  2  chittacks  of  dhoU,  \  chittack  of  ghee  or  oil,  \  chittack 
of  salt,  1  chittack  of  dried  fish,  1  chittack  of  turmeric  and  tamarinds,  \  chittack  of  onions  and 
chillies  daily.  Two  blankets,  2  dhootee,  1  chintz  mujaa,  1  Lascar's  cap,  1  dolah  or  brasa 
cup  between  four  persons.  Medicine  and  medical  attendance  when  required.  To  be  sent 
back  to  Calcutta  at  the  expiration  of  the  period  of  service  free  of  all  expense,  if  required. 

Have  houses  been  erected  for  them,  or  are  thej^  lodged  in  one  or  more  large  apartments  ? 
— Nine  houses,  each  36  feet  long  and  16  feet  wide,  and  shingled,  were  erected  for  them ; 
it  was  intended  to  divide  each  house  into  three  apartments,  or  'as  they  themselves  might 
wish ;  they  however  prefer  them  without  being  aivided.  At  Plantation  Waterloo,  on  the 
Mist  Coast,  the  houses  were  divided  into  apartments,  they  pulled  down  the  partition. 

If  houses,  bow  many  to  each  house,  and  its  size  ? — Of  tne  nine  houses  erected  for  them 
they  only  occupy  five,  the  other  houses  have  been  occupied  since  their  arrival. 

If  in  apartments,  size  and  condition  of  each,  and  number  accommodated  in  each? — ^The 
preceding  question  applies  to  this  question;  except  that  the  houses  are  framed  and  boarded^ 
floored  at  top,  making  a  second  story,  and,  as  before  stated,  covered  with  shingles. 

Number  of  deaths  since  their  arrival  ? — 15  males  and  2  females. 

How  many  on  an  average  are  weekly  on  the  doctor's  list  ? — ^The  first  four  months  after 
their  arrival  the  average  number  in  hospital  was  5  to  8  daily  during  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember; October  and  November,  16  to  25  ;  since  then,  10  to  15;  principally  with  chegoea 
and  small  ulcers. 

What  are  the  disorders  to  which  they  appear  most  subject? — ^Dysentery  and  diarrhoaa 
are  the  disorders  to  which  the  cooUes  are  most  subject,  and  from  which  they  have  sufiered 
most. 

Fevers  occur  occasionally,  but  seldom  in  a  malignant  form.  Of  the  number  of  deaths. 
12  have  been  from  dysentery  and  diarrhoea;  1  fiY>m  debility,  consequent  on  dysentery;  1 
from  fever;  2  from  gangrenous  ulcers;  one  from  dropsy. 

Are  they  much  addicted  to  rum-drinking? — They  are  not.  Mr.  Tumbull,  the  manager, 
assures  me  that  it  is  a  very  rare  thing  to  see  one  of  them  the  least  intoxicated. 

Do  they  associate  fireely  with  the  negroes,  and  cohabit  among  them  ? — They  associate 
freely  with  the  negroes.    I  am  not  aware  that  they  cohabit  with  them. 

AVhat  description  of  labour  are  they  required  10  perform? — The  general  routine  of  work 
on  a  su^r  estate,  viz.  planting,  weedmg  and  cutting  canes,  transporting  them  from  the 
field  to  the  works,  and  assisting  in  the  manufacture  of  sugar  and  distillation  of  rum. 

Do  they  appear  cheerful  and  contented,  or  sullen  and  morose  ? — ^They  appear  cheerful 
and  contented. 

How  many  interpreters  can  you  command,  it  might  not  always  be  safe  to  depend  upon 
one  ? — ^There  is  only  one  interpreter;  but  Mr.  Tumbull  having  taken  a  boy  into  the  house 
on  their  arrival,  he  is  now  able  to  interpret. 

Have  you  ever  heard  that  they  express  a  desire  to  return  to  India? — They  desire  to  return 
after  the  five  years  have  expired.  Some  of  them  say  they  will  return  with  their  wives  and 
famiUes. 

(signed)  John  MacLeod, 

Stipendiary  Magistrate. 
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(D.) 


MONTHLY  RFfURN  respecting  the  Hill  Cooues,  1  August  18S9. 


Number 

originally  receivecl 

on  the  Estate. 


Number 

who  have  since 

Died. 


Males.    Females.    Males, 


Females. 


Cause  of  Death* 


Names  of  Coolies 

No. 

at  present 

of 

under  Medical 

Days 

Treatment. 

sick. 

Nature  of  Sickness* 


Names  of  Coolies  who  have 
preferred  any  Complaint  since 
last  Return ;  Nature  of  such 
Complainty  and  how  disposed 
of;  Nsunes  of  Absentees  (if any), 
and  Number  of  Days  Absent. 


]    ■ 
Plantation  Belhoue,  under  the  Judicial  Charge  of  Thomas  CoUman,  Stipendiary  Justice  : 


79 
1  not 

indented. 


not 
indented. 


Total  .    * 


2 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. 

- 

- 

- 

1 

19 

1 

"" 

Scurvy. 

Dysentery. 

Disease  of  the  spleen. 

Disease  of  the  liver. 

Rheumatic  pains   and 
general  decay. 

Inflammation. 

Ulceration  of  legs. 

Bursting  blood-vessel. 

Violation  of  person. 


Khatoo  • 
Mohun  Sing 
Seetan     • 


SI 
4 

8 


Sore  leg. 

Cut  on  his  toe. 

Sore  mouth. 


Plantation  Vreed'tn-Hoop  under  tiie  Judicial  Chaige  of  J.  P.  Loekhart  Mvre,  Stipendiary  Magistrate : 


66 

5 

9 

•         • 

In  this 

S  women 

number  2 

and  2 

men  and 

girls 

2  boys 

not 

not  in- 

inden- 

dentured 

tured. 

are 

included. 

4  diseases  of  the  liver. 

1  dysentery. 

1  apoplexy. 

1  ulcer  in  the  leg. 

1  not  under  indenture. 

Went  to  Bellevue, 
where  he  died. 

1  dabeb,  disease  of 
liver  and  spleen ; 
died  on  8th  July. 


BahannySing   - 

31 

Kyamdee  - 

Jeebun     - 

Manick  Roy      - 

Codabux   - 

31 

Sunkur     - 

Karatallee 

Ragoo       - 

Bowreedoss 

Harraman 

Abdood     -        - 

Phagoo     . 

Sore 

Slight  fever. 

Small  sore. 

Looseness. 

Invalid. 

Indigestion. 

Indisposition. 

Cut 

Fever  and  ague. 

Eruption  on  loot. 

Cut. 

Indisposition. 


Plantation  Vriedestien,  under  the  Judicial  Charge  of  Thomat  CoUman,  Stipendiaiy  Justice : 
81 


Totil 


none 

4 

- 

1 

- 

2 

- 

I-    .    - 

7 

- 

Dysentery. 
General  decay. 
Diseased  bowel6» 


Dhuromee 
Deloo 
Dossat      - 
Keeraat     - 
Seebar 


62 
7 

14 
7 

61 


Sore  toe  • 
Cut  on  leg. 
Sore  toe. 

Bowel  complaint. 
Sore  toe. 


Plantation  Anna  Rogina,  under  the  Judicial  Charge  of  Walter  Howard  Wore,  Stipendiary  Magbtrate : 


46 


3       I        2 

not  indented. 


-  -  one  from  dysentery, 
the  other  from  general 
debility. 


Gunnessee 
Bayerut    • 


8 
10 


Debility  and  age 
Bowel  complaint. 


Plantation  Waterloo,  under  the  Judicial  Charge  of  George  Rose,  Stipendiaiy  Magistrate : 


47 


77- 


• '-  1  from  inflamma- 
tion on  the  lungs. 

3  from  fever. 

1  from  apopleiy. 


Muhtan  Dean 
Shaik  Jameer 
Rob  Dee  - 
Munee 

F4 


5 

1 

6 

16 


Fever 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Itch. 


No  complaints  last  month* 
No  absentees. 


No  complaints  have  been 
preferred. 

Jus^mun  and  Pulton  have 
been  "Absent  since  the  11th  of 
October  1838. 


No  complaints  last  month. 
No  absentees. 


No  complaint. 
No  absentees. 

Remark  : — ^There  are  three 
coolie  boys,  not  indented, 
receiving  allowances  and 
wages ;  the  same  are  perform- 
ing labour  upon  Anna  Regioa. 


No  complaint. 

Ally  Buckus  is  still  at  High- 
bury. 
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Number 

originally  received 

on  the  Estate. 

Number 

who  have  since 

Died. 

Cause  of  Death. 

Names  of  Coolies 

at  present 

under  Medical 

Treatment. 

No. 

of 
Days 
Sick. 

Nature  of  Sickness. 

Names  of  Coolies  who  have 

last  Return;  Nature  of  such 
Complaint,  and  how  disposed 
of;  Names  of  Absentees  (if  any) 
and  Number  of  Days  Absent. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

1               1      ) 

PlanUtion  Highbury,  under  the  Judicial  Charge  of  L.  MaeLtod,  Stipendiaiy  Justice  of  the  Peace : 

114 

- 

15 

2 

No  death  since  1st  Julyl 

Geetoo      - 

r 

Fever       ... 

No  compladnt  preferred. 

not  in- 
dented, 
6  women 

Samodee   - 
Sazor 

6 

7 

Fever. 
Fever. 

Ko  absentees. 

6  girls 
4  boys. 

Mineradee 

6 
6 

F6ver. 
Fever. 

Timula     .        . 

all 
month. 

Sores. 

No.  7. 

Right  Hon.  Lord 
John  Russell  to 
Governor  Light 
2  Nov.  1839. 


(No.  24.) 


•No.  7.— 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell 

to  Governor  Light. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  2  November  1839. 

I  HAVE  received  your  despatch,  No.  149,  of  the  5th  of  September,  cucloBing 
various  documents,  in  correction  of  certain  exaggerated  statements  which  had 
been  made  concerning  the  mortality  of  the  Hill  Coolies  during  the  voyage,  and 
in  proof  of  your  own  vigilance  in  watching  over  their  treatment  in  the  colony. 

On  this  subject  I  need  only  refer  you  to  the  despatch  addressed  to  you  by 
mv  predecessor,  in  forwarding  the  volume  of  printed  papers,  from  which  you 
will  have  learned  that  authentic  information  on  these  matters  has  already  been 
laid  before  Parliament  by  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  that  your  own  exer- 
tions for  the  protection  and  relief  of  the  Coolies  have  been  duly  appreciated. 


(signed) 


J.  Russell. 


No.  8. 

Governor  Light 
to  the  iBiarqneafl 
of  Normanby, 
14  October  1839. 


(No.  166.) 


—  No.  8.  — 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  the  Marquess  of  Normanhy. 

My  Lord,  Govemor^s  Residence,  Demerara,  14  Oct  1839. 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your  Lordship's  despatch,  No.  76,  date  29th 
August.  It  is  a  great  satisfaction  to  me  to  receive  your  Lordship's  assurance  that 
my  conduct  in  the  discussion  relating  to  the  Hill  Coolies  and  other  indented  labour- 
ers in  British  Guiana  is  approved  by  your  Lordship.  I  shall  not  feiil  in  my  exer- 
tions to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  similar  abuses,  and  shall  carefully  watch  the 
conduct  of  those  who  have  emigrants  in  their  employ. 

Your  Lordship  will  ere  this  have  read  my  report  of  the  coolies  located  in  Ber- 
bice,  and  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Smith  as  to  the  efiects  of  the  climate  on  the  Coolies. 

The  view  your  Lordship  has  taken  of  the  conduct  of  the  native  superintendents 
justifies  my  remark,  that  they  acted  towards  the  labourers  as  they  were  accus- 
tomed to  do  in  India,  and  I  am  borne  out  in  this  by  Mr.  Whinfield,  who  lefl  that 
country  seven  or  eight  years  ago.  He  affirms  that  in  every  establishment  there 
was  a  head  servant,  whose  office  was  distinguished  by  his  rattan,  with  which  he 
punished  the  inferior  servants  at  the  command  of  the  master ;  to  be  free  from 
such  arbitrary  mode  of  proceeding  would  almost  be  a  sufficient  reason  for  the 
Coolie  to  be  satisfied  witn  emigration  to  this  country. 

I  have  expressed  to  your  Lordship  the  feelings  of  the  Coolies  at  Highbury,  and, 
excepting  at  Bellevue,  there  was  no  positive  neglect  of  the  attorney  and  his  sub- 
ordinates 
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ordinates.    At  Vried-en-Hoop  there  were  chastisements  inflicted  which  can  never        *T!     T 
again  occur.     It  is  not  clearly  proved  that  the  manager  was  a  party  to  them.    It  •'^^"  . 

is  possible  that  he  allowed  the  native  superintendents  too  great  power.  toTlte^Marquess 

The  Coolies  have  not  been  here  18  months.  On  three  estates  they  have  re-  14  o^c™b^^^^ 
quested  to  have  clothing  similar  to  that  worn  by  the  labourers  of  the  colony, 
instead  of  that  fixed  by  the  indentures,  a  plain  proof  they  feel  their  equality. 
This  request  is  willingly  complied  with  as  clothing  becomes  due.  •  Some  of  the 
Coolies  indeed  have  become  impatient  on  this  head ;  two  or  three  having  come 
to  me  a  few  weeks  ago  to  complain  that  they  were  still  obliged  to  appear  in  a 
different  dress  from  the  negroes  on  the  estate.  It  was  with  difficulty  I  could  per- 
suade them,  that  having  been  already  supplied  according  to  indenture  I  could 
not  interfere.  I  desired  Mr.  Whinfield  to  assure  them  that  negro  clothing  would 
be  issued  when  their  own  was  due,  which  the  attorney  of  the  estate  agreed 
to  do. 

Your  Lordship  will  have  observed  how  few  fever  cases  have  been  the  cause  of 
mortality  amongst  the  Coolies.  I  am  borne  out  in  concluding  they  are  infinitely 
below  the  ratio  of  any  other  emigrants. 

It  is  well  known  that  during  slavery,  when  slaves  were  newly  imported  from 
Africa,  they  were  at  first  very  lightly  worked,  and  were  not  considered  fit  to  per- 
form the  usual  estates'  labour  for  some  months  after  their  arrival.  Some  such 
regulation  might  be  enforced  in  any  future  plan  of  immigration  permitted  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government. 

Your  Lordship's  suggestion  of  having  a  superintending  medical  man  will,  I 
trust,  be  adopted  by  the  Court  of  Policy.  The  anxiety  to  meet  t|ie  views  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  expressed  by  the  community  at  large  on  the  subject  of 
immigration,  will  enable  your  Lordship  to  assume  any  position  in  protection  of 
immigrants  you  may  think  necessary.  I  have  already  given  directions  respecting 
the  reception  of  emigrants  introduced  by  private  speculators,  who  have  hitherto 
detained  them  on  board  till  located.  The  harbour-master  is  instructed  to  secure 
immediate  communication  with  the  shore,  and  disembarkation  within  24  hours 
of  arrival  in  the  river. 

So  long  however  as  emigrants  are  introduced  by  individual  enterprize  they 
will  be  subject  to  greater  restrictions  and  disadvantages  than  if  under  a  Govern- 
ment scheme.  It  has  thus  happened  that  the  passage-money  of  emigrants  is 
made  a  debt,  to  be  paid  back  by  instalments  out  of  wages  earned.  This  has  been 
the  case  with  many  emigrants  from  Europe,  who  have  signed  notes-of-hand  at 
the  place  whence  they  came  for  the  passage-money,  which  thus  becomes  recover- 
able in  the  courts  of  law.     I  am  advised  that  1  cannot  interfere. 

Two  vessels  are  hourly  expected,  one  from  Malta,  the  other  from  Germany^ 
with  emigrants ;  the  former  consigned  for  the  estates  under  the  management  of 
Messrs.  Glens,  and  the  other  for  highly  respectable  parties  in  the  colony,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  the  emigrants  will  be  well  located  ;  but  I  shall  not  fail  to  prevent 
indentures  being  signed  till  the  stipendiary  magistrates  are  satisfied  that  the 
recommendations  in  your  Lordship's  despatch,  in  furtherance  of  the  suggestions 
by  the  Commissioners,  be  complied  with.  It  will  be  difficult  to  enforce  those 
recommendations  in  favour  of  emigrants  already  under  indenture. 

In  conclusion  I  have  only  to  repeat  to  your  Lordship,  that  the  experience  of 
the  past,  the  fears  for  the  ftiture,  will  enable  your  Lordship  to  fix  any  condi- 
tions for  the  protection  of  emigrants  in  this  colony.  "  Give  us  the  means  of 
keeping  up  our  present  cultivation,  and  we  will  accede  to  every  wish  of  Hei* 
Majesty's  Government,"  is  the  general  sentiment  of  the  respectable  portion  of 
the  community. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)     Henry  Light. 


J  i\  G 

Digitized  by 


Google 


BRITISH 
GUIANA. 


46 


CORRESPONDENCE  ON  THE  CONDITION  OF 


—  No.  9.  — 


No.  9.  (No.  179.) 

SrRShtHoi*.**  ^^^^  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Zi^Af  to  the  Right  Honourable  Lord 


Lord  John  Russell 
12  Nov.  1839. 

For  September. 


John  Russell. 

Governor's  Residence,  Demerara, 
My  Lord,'  12  Novembw  1839. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  transmitting  the  stipendiary  magistrate's  returns  of 
the  coolies  in  their  respective  districts.  On  Bellevue  and  Highbury  the  sick 
list  is  still  high :  my  note  on  the  return  for  the  former  estate  may  in  scnne 
degree  account  for  this.  That  of  the  stipendiary  magistrate  for  Highbury 
explains  that  the  sickness  has  been  of  a  ^ght  nature.  In  all  other  respects 
the  accounts  are  favourable. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Heniy  lAght. 


Enclosure  in  No  9. 

MONTHLY  BETURX  of  Hill  Coolim,  1  October  1839. 


Number 

originally  received 

on  tbe  Estate. 


Males.     Females. 


Number 

who  have  since 

Died. 


Hales.     Females. 


Cause  of  Death. 


Names  of  Coolies 

at  present 

under  Medical 

Treatment 


I 


No. 

of 
Days 
Sick. 


Nature  of  Sidaiess. 


Plantation  Waterloo,  under  the  Judicial  Charge  of  George  Rose,  Stipendiary  Magistrate : 


47 


1  from  inflammation 

on  tbe  lungs. 
3  from  fever. 
1  from  apoplexy. 


Bhowaonee 
Retoo 
Rob  Dee  - 
Ram  Sing 
Munee 
Kaddarroo 


3D 

Jaundice. 

30 

Fever. 

6 

ditto. 

d 

ditto. 

6 

ditto. 

13 

ditto. 

Plantation  VreedrenrHoop,  under  the  Judicial  Charge  of  J.  O,  Loekhart  Mure,  Stipendiary  Magistrate : 


65 


5  from  diseases  of  the 

liver. 
1  from  apoplexy. 
1  from  ulcer  in  the 

leg. 
1  (not  indented)  left 

the  estate,  and  died 

at  Bellevue. 


BaharmySing  - 

30 

Billycram 

1 

Kratatkaw 

3 

Seemunto- 

12 

Hurree  Mungee 

6 

Humilaw  - 

2 

Muttoo     - 

7 

Mankkroy 

7 

Hunaman 

1 

-  -  Sore  toe,  now  i 

putated. 

Prick  of  naiL 

Cough. 

Cold. 

Cold. 

Cold. 

Cold. 

Cold. 

Pains. 


Plantation  Anna  Regina,  under  the  Judicial  Charge  of  Walter  Howard  Wcare,  Stipendiary  Magistrate : 


46 


I 


3 

not  in- 
dented. 


1  of  dysentery;  the 
other  of  general  de- 
bility. 


Manrook 
Bagerut 


26 
26 


Fever    and    general 
debility. 

-    ditto. 


Plantation  Vriedettien,  under  the  Judicial  Charge  of  Stipendiary  Justice  Thomas  Coleman, 


31 


-none- 

4 

- 

1 

- 

2 

- 

7 

- 

Dysentery. 
General  decay. 
Diseased  bowels. 


Dhuronee  - 
Seebaar    - 


20 
11 


Sore  toe. 
-  ditto. 


Names  of  Coolies  vho  hn 
preferred  any  ComplalBt  since 
last  Return;  Nature  of  ssdi 
Complaint,  and  bov  &pofai 
of;  Namesof  Absentee»(ifaDy\ 
and  Number  of  Days  Absen'. 


No  complamts. 
Ally  Buckus,  still  at  Higb- 
bury. 

Chummum,  10  days  absent. 
Bamwoogurray,  ditta 
Ramjaun,  ditto. 
Canuoye,  ditto. 
Jimlanly  ditto; 
Dhurmoo,  ditto. 


No  complaints  bave  hem 
preferred. 

Jummnnand  Pulton,  ab-^t 
sinee  11th  October  160i$. 


No  complaints  preierrtfl. 
No  absentees. 


No  complaints. 
No  absentees. 
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Number 

originally  received 

on  the  Estate. 


Number 

who  hare  since 

Died. 


Hales. 


Females.    Males.    Females. 


Cause  of  Death. 


Names  of  Coolies 

at  present 

under  Medical 

Tretdbnent. 


No. 

of 

Days 

Sick. 


Nature  of  Sickness. 


Names  of  Coolies  who  have 
preferred  any  Comi^aints  since 
last  Retam;  Nalare  of  such 
ComnlaintSy  and  how  disB  osed 
of;  Names  of  Ab8enteeB(if  any), 
and  Number  of  Days  Abs  ent. 


Plantation  Highbury ^  under  the  Judicial  Charge  of  John  Mo/cLeod^  Stipendiary  Magistrate : 


114 


6 


17 


-  -  Gabriely  one  of  the 
interpreten,  died  on 
Sd  ultimo  of  ddirivm 
tremens. 


Neyerallee 
Balkistm 
Dunndee  - 
Samodee   - 
Getun 
Heeramen 
Harriah    - 
Timola 
Lalloo       . 
Herreaman 
Modndas  - 
Mongoah  - 
Nupnar     - 
Banroot     - 
SituBeesoo 
Moonoradee 
Chandu     - 
Ramhandra 
Cheta 
Beccarree 


Ramshandra 


14 

% 
30 
2 
2 
2 
2 

ao 

2 

80 

30 

7 

90 

1 

7 

1 

1 

30 

15 

5 

5 

6 

8 


Fcrer. 
Slight  ferer. 
Dysentery. 
Slight  fever. 
Cough. 


No  complaint 
No  absentees. 


ditto. 
Ulcers. 
Slight  fever. 
Swelled  leg. 
Sore  loot. 
S%ht  sore  on  foot. 
Pahi  in  neck  with  fever. 


Feverish, 
ditto. 
ITloeri. 

Iitfniy  from  a  fklL 
Fever, 
ditto. 
dHto. 
ditto. 


Mem, — 10  of  tiie  above  would  go  to  work  on  2nd. 


Plantation  BdUvue,  under  the  Judicial  Charge  of  Thomas  Colenutfiy  Stipendiary  Justice : 


79 

3 

2 

« 

Imale 

not  in- 

5 

~. 

ndented. 

dented. 

1 

* 

1 

- 

. 

2 

- 

3 

- 

5 

-. 

1 

. 

1 

. 

- 

1 

21     • 

1 

Scurvy. 
Dysentery. 
Disease  of  spleen. 
Disease  of  liver. 
Rheumatic  pains. 
Inflammation. 
Ulceration  of  leg. 
Bursting  bloodrveesel. 
Intoxication. 
Violation  of  person. 


Munneaced 

• 

33 

Beecar      - 

. 

13 

Mohun  (2d) 

- 

4 

Daboo       - 

• 

18 

Soodeen    - 

. 

6 

Khatoo      - 

• 

96 

Satan  Ram 

m 

23 

Bucktoo    - 

. 

20 

NantaKhan 

. 

6 

Pecitum    - 

• 

6 

MonguU    • 

. 

2 

Rhadoo     - 

. 

7 

Buxoo 

. 

9 

Ramjann  - 

- 

10 

Enlargement  of  spleen 

-  ditto. 

-  ditto. 
Sores, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto. 

Cut  on  the  leg. 

Fever. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

Pain  in  the  neek. 

Chigoes. 

Swelled  foot. 


No  complaints. 
No  absentees. 


Hie  attendant  medical  man  has  complained  of  the  inattention  of  the  Coolies  to  his  directions,  and  was  desirous  of  resignmg  his  place, 
in  consequence  of  the  Coolies  leaving  the  estate's  hospital  when  under  his  treatment.  I  have  given  directions  to  the  Stipendiary  Magis- 
trates to  enforce  their  residence  in  the  hospital,  which  is  now  properly  administered,  with  every  attentkm  to  the  wants  of  the  patients. 

H,  Light. 


—  No.  10.— 


(No.  i8o.) 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Li^ht  to  the  Right  Honourable 

Lord  John  Russell. 

Governor's  Residence,  Demerara^ 
My  Lord,  14  November  1839. 

In  reference  to  that  part  of  despatch,  No.  75,  dated  29th  August,  from  your 
Lordship's  predecessor,  relative  to  the  indentures  of  the  Coolies,  I  have  the 
honour  to  transmit  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor-general,  which 
was  required  on  the  subject  of  the  liability  of  the  importers  of  the  Coolies  to 
find  a  passage  back  to  India,  for  such  of  them  whose  indentures  might  be  can- 
celled by  a  magistrate.  Their  opinion  is  satisfactory,  and  will  not  require 
your  Lordship's  interference. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Henry  Light. 


BRITISH 
GUIANA. 


No.  10. 

Governor  Light 
to  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  John  Ruuell. 
14  Nov.  1839. 
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GUIANA. 

No.  10. 
GoTcrnor  Light 
to  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  John  Russell. 
14  Nov.  1839. 

£ncl.  in  No.  lo. 


48  CORRESPONDENCE  ON  THE  CONDITION  OF 

Enclosure  in  No.  10. 

For  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  Greneral. 

If  the  indentures  of  the  Coolies  are  cancelled  by  the  stipendiary  magistrates  in  cases  of 
illtreatment  by  their  employer,  will  the  importer  be  absolved  from  the  liability  to  pay  the 
expense  of  their  return  to  India  according  to  indenture? 

(signed)         Henry  Light 

27  October  1839. 

Copy  of  Reply. 

"  We  find  on  reference  to  the  indentures  of  the  Coolies,  this  stipulation ;  viz.,  '  On  the 
termination  of  the  period  of  servitude,  should  we  be  desirous  of  returning  to  Bengal,  it  is 
agreed  that  our  said  employer  shall  provide  us  with  a  free  passage.' 

"  This  period  of  service  has  been  determined  by  the  decision  of  the  stipendiary  magistrate; 
and  as  we  are  bound  to  believe  that  this  decision  has  been  in  accordance  with  the  law, 
we  respectfully  submit,  as  our  opinion,  that  the  importer  (i.  e.  the  employer)  is  not  ab- 
solved from  the  liability  to  pay  the  expense  of  the  labourers'  passage  back  to  India. 

(signed)        "  Henry  Gloster,  Attorney-general. 

William  Furlonge,  Solicitor-generaL" 

(A  true  copy.) 

(signed)         W.  B.  Wolseley, 

Assistant  Government  Secretary. 


"  6  November  1839.'' 


No.  1 1 . 


Governor  Light 
to  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  John  Russell. 
14  Nov.  1839. 


No.  11.— 


(No.  182.) 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Li^ht  to  the  Right  Honourable 

Lord  John  Russell. 

Governor's  Residence,  Demerara, 
My  Lord,  14  November  1839. 

In  reference  to  that  recommendation  of  your  Lordship's  predecesscMP,  in 
despatch  No.  75, 29th  August,  respecting  the  suggestions  of  the  Conunissioners' 
Report  on  the  emigrants  in  this  province,  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to 
your  Lordship  a  copy  of  my  circular  to  the  stipendiary  magistrates,  which  will 
be  rigidly  enforced. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)        Henry  Light. 


End.  in  No.  11. 


(Circular.) 


Enclosure  in  No.  11. 


Sir, 


Government  Secretary's  OflGice, 
15  October  1839. 


I  AM  directed  bv  the  Governor  to  forward,  for  your  information  and  future  guidance,  the 
annexed  extracts  from  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners  who  were  appointed  by  his  Excel- 
lency to  enquire  into  the  state,  condition,  and  general  treatment  of  the  immigrant  labourers 
in  this  colony. 

His  Excellency  desires  that  you  will  not  permit  any  indenture,  contract,  or  other  engage- 
ment, hereafter,  to  be  entered  mto  with  immigrants  contrary  to  the  recommendations  and 
suggestions  made  by  the  said  Commissioners. 


To  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates. 


I  have,  &c, 
(signed)         Charles  R.  Whinjield, 


Acting  Government  Secretary. 
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Extracts  from  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  His  Excellency  the 
Governor,  in  the  Resolution  of  the  Court  of  Policy,  dated  the  16th  May  1839;  having 
for  its  object,  an  Enquiry  into  the  State,  Condition,  and  General  Treatment  of  Immigrants. 

*'  From  what  has  come  under  the  observation  of  your  reporters,  they  respectfully  but 
urgently  recommend,  that  all  immigrants  to  arrive  in  tnis  colony  should  not  be  permitted  to 
be  located  on  any  estate,  or  elsewhere,  until  the  agent  for  immigrants,  or  some  other  person 
appointed  for  that  purpose,  fii*st  see  and  ascertain  that  the  dweUings  to  be  appropriated  for 
their  reception  are  in  every  way  suitable  and  comfortable ;  and  that  the  labour  required  of 
them  should  be  apportioned  to  their  several  circumstances,  and  not  to  be  called  upon  to 
perform  a  full  day's  work  for  several  months  after  their  arrival ;  and,  if  practicable,  the 
wages  allowed  to  them  should  not  be  less  in  proportion  to  the  labour  performed,  than  is 
paid  to  the  other  labouring  classes  of  the  community." 

"  We  would  also  suggest,  that  bedsteads  and  bedding,  on  the  principle  of  those  in  the 
Colonial  Hospital,  be  introduced  in  substitution  of  the  present  fixed  bedsteads  in  Estates' 
Hospitals." 

(True  Extracts.) 

(signed)         Charles  R.  Whinfield, 

Acting  Government  Secretary. 


BRITISH 
GUIANA. 

No.  11. 
Governor  Light  to 
the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  John  Russell. 
14  Nov.  1839. 

End.  in  No.  11. 


—  No.  12.— 
(No.  187.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Li^/ht  to  the  Right  Hononrable  Lord 

John  Russell. 

Governor's  Residence,  Demerara, 
My  Lord,  28  November  1839. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  the  stipendiary  magistrates'  returns  of  the 
state  of  the  coolies  in  their  respective  districts  for  the  month  of  October. 
TVo  deaths  took  place  last  month :  one  by  apoplexy,  from  drinking ;  and  one, 
a  patient  in  the  Colonial  Hospital  from  Bellevue. 

My  next  returns  will  be  accompanied  by  a  report  from  Mr.  Wolseley,  con- 
taining answers  to  queries  he  has  been  desired  to  make,  which  will  enable  your 
Lordship  to  judge  most  frilly  of  their  condition  in  this  colony. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Heniy  Light. 


No.  12. 

Governor  Light  to 
the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  John  Russell. 
38  Nov.  1839. 


Enclosure  in  No.  12. 

MONTHLY  BBTURN  respecting  the  Hill  CooLisfl,  1  November  1889. 


Number 

originally  received 

on  the  Estate. 

Nomber 

who  have  since 

Died. 

Cause  of  Death. 

Names  of  Coolies 

at  present 

under  Medical 

Treatment. 

No. 

of 

Days 

Sick. 

Nkture  of  Sickness. 

Names  of  Coolies  who  have 
preferred  any  Complaint  since 
last  Return;  Nature  of  sucli 
Complaint,  and  how  disposcl 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

of;  Names  ofAbsentees(if  any), 
and  Number  of  Days  Absent. 

Plan 

tation  Hi 

ghbury,ja 

ider  the  J 

adlcial  Charge  of  John  1 

MacLeody  Stipendia 

ryMaff 

strate: 

117 

11 

17 

1 

No  death  last  month. 

Nuncio     - 
Sagur       . 
Rnmazah  • 
Ramjoy    - 
Doopun    - 
TaIIoo       - 
Coopensing 
Monoradie 
Sita  Beesoon     - 

all  mo. 

14 

6 

3 

3 

1 
1 
1 
1 

Catarrh. 

.  ditto. 

-ditto.       ' 

Fever. 

Rheumatism. 

Catarrh. 

Fever. 

Head-ache. 

Diarrhoea. 

No  complaint ;  no  absentees. 

i 

Timula      - 

all  mo. 

Sores. 

1 
1 

Mongoah  - 

all  mo. 

Abscess. 

Saudin      - 

6 

Sore. 
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CORRESPONDENCE  ON  THE  CONDITION  OF 


Nuj 

originally 

on  the 

mber 

y  received 
Estate. 

(Females. 

Number 

who  haye  since 

Died. 

Cause  of  Death. 

Names  of  Coolies 

at  present 

under  Medical 

Treatment. 

No. 

of 

Days 

Sick. 

Nature  of  Sickness. 

Names  of  Coolies  who  have 
preferred  any  Complaint  suice 
last  Betum ;   Nature  of  sueh 
C<miplamt,  and  how  disposed 
of;  Namesof  Abseat6es(ifany), 
and  Number  of  Days  Absent. 

Males. 

Males. 

Females. 

Ill                           1                     1 

Plantation  Waterloo,  nnder  the  Jndidal  Charge  of  Cfeorge  Ro$e,  Stipendiary  Magistrate : 

...                                                             a                                                 1                    1 

47 

5 

- 

1  from  apoplexy. 

Bhowaunee 

32 

Ascites    .       -        - 

NoooMplaiats;  aoabseatses. 

1 

3  from  fever. 
1  from  Inflammation 
of  the  lungs. 

Retoo 

Aunnt      •        • 

90 
6 

H^alitis  ehitmica. 
Punetaie. 

1 

No  death  last  month. 

Plantation  Am 

naBi|^tita,uaderth 

■                             1           1 
e  Judicial  Charge  of  Walter  Hmoard  Weart,  Stipeadkry  Mi^istrate : 

46              3 
not  in- 
,  dented. 

2 

none 

-  -  1  from  dysentery, 
and  1   from  general 
debiUty. 

None 

- 

-       -       - 

No  complaints;  no  ahseatMS 

No  death  last  mcmth. 

1 
Plantation  Vn 

\              '                                  1 
ied-en'Hoop,  under  the  Judicial  Charge  of  J 

.O.LoekhartMun 

fyStipei 

idiary  Magistrate: 

65 

5 

9 

none 

5  of  diseases  of  the 
Uver. 

1  dysentery. 

1  apoplexy. 

1  ulcer  in  the  leg. 

1  (not  Indented)  died 
at  PI.  BeUevue. 

No  death  last  month. 

Bowanny  Sing  - 
Kyamdee 
Kyrant  AUee    - 
Shreemunto 
Boodee     -       - 
Bonreedoss 
Bustomdoss 
Bagoo       - 
Manicroy 
Jeebun 

Bhorobnauk      - 
Sumbhoo  - 

22 
31 

11 
3 
3 

1 
I 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

Dys^terey      - 

Ulcer. 

Spongy  gums. 

Inflammation  of  foot. 

Fever. 

Muscular  pain. 

-  ditto. 
Itch. 

Slight  indisposition. 

Gum-boil. 

Slight  indisposition. 

-  ditto. 
Prick  of  naiL 

No  complaints  since  last 
month. 

since  11th  October  1838. 

Plantation  Bel 

levue,vaA 

ler  the  Judicial  Chaige  of  TShomot 

1 
Coleman,  Stipendiary  Jos< 

ioe: 

79 

1  male 
not  in- 
dented. 

3 

not  in- 
dented. 

2 
5 

1 
1 
2 
3 

6 

1 

1 
1 

I 

Scurvy. 
Dysentery. 
Disease  of  spleen. 
Disease  of  liver. 
Bheumatic  pains. 
Inflammation. 
Ulceration  of  leg. 
Bursting  blood-vesseL 
Violation  of  person. 
Intoxication. 
General  decay. 

One  died  in  colony 
hospital  last  month. 

Joogul 
Khadoo    - 
Khatoo  (1) 
Daboo       - 
M<dran     - 
Seetaw  Bam 
Tatnmgaw 
Sobrattee 
Bhoylah    - 
Khatoo  (2) 
Bcecoo     - 
Doyallee  - 
Mungul    - 

31 

31 

31 

31 

31 

4 

4 

31 

8 

2 

31 

2 

2 

Sore  foot 

Fever. 

Sore  toe. 

Slight  sore. 

Sore  legs. 

Chigoes. 

Sore  foot. 

-  ditto. 

Bruise  on  arm. 

Intermittent  fever. 

Enlargement  of  spleen. 

Bnuse. 

Pain  in  bowels. 

CompfadntSy  none. 
Absentees,  none. 

22 

1 

Plant 

tation  Vri 

ede$tien,i 

inder  the  J 

rudicial  Charge  of  Thon 

uu  Coleman,  Stipe 

Fustice : 

31 

none 

4 

1 

2 

•1 

- 

Dysentery. 
General  decay. 
Diseased  bowels. 
Visitation  of  God. 

•One  died  last moath. 

Moolamdee 
Ranyaya  - 
Toorantee 
Dhuroonee 
Parsand    - 

1 

17 
10 
12 

1 

Rheumatism    - 
-    ditto. 
Cough. 
Cut  on  foot. 
Pain  in  knee. 

Complaints,  none. 
AossBtees,  aene. 

1 

8 

- 

! 

BRITISH 
GUIANA. 

No.  13. 

Governor  Light  to 
the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  John  RussclL 
6  Dec.  1839. 


—  No.  13.  — 


(No.  196.) 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Li^ht  to  the  Right  Honourable 

Lord  John  Russell. 


Governor's  Residence,  Demerara, 
My  Lord,  6  Dec.  1839. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  transmitting  a  return  of  the  state  of  the  Coolies 
located  in  Demerara  and  Essequibo,  made  in  conformity  with  my  instructions 
to  Mr.  Wolseley,  in  a  tour  of  inspection  by  that  functionary  during  last 
month. 

Sickness^ 
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Sickness^  during  the  last  days  of  November  and  the  begmning  of  this  months 
has  prevented  his  proceeding  to  Berbiee  on  the  same  duty. 

It  is  certain  that  Christianity  is  banning  to  have  its  effect  on  the  Coolies ; 
those  who  were  in  the  colonial  hospital  at  first  required  their  food  at  the  hands 
of  persons  of  their  own  caste ;  in  a  few  days  they  lost  that  feeling  :  when 
prayers  were  read  in  the  hospital  by  the  attendant  clergyman,  they  were  at- 
tentive and  respectful  hearers.  More  than  one,  on  his  death-bed,  received  the 
consolations  of  the  Christian  minister,  at  their  request ;  and  one  in  particular, 
in  his  dying  moments,  told  the  clerg3anan,  ^^  he  was  happy  and  prepared  to  go 
to  God,"  from  what  he  had  heard  him  say. 

The  secret  of  their  disposition  to  conversion  is,  that  they  lose  caste  by 
leaving  India,  find  themselves  raised  in  their  own  opinion  by  being  an  object 
of  solicitude  to  their  master,  and  observe  that  the  brown  or  black  man  is  here 
a  Christian,  equal  in  rights  to  the  white  man. 

J  have,  &c. 

(signed)        Henry  Light. 

I  have  this  moment  received  a  letter  from  Dr.  Smith,  the  colonial  surgeon, 
in  which  the  statements  I  have  made  are  detailed.  I  have  the  honour  to  trans- 
mit a  copy  of  the  same. 


BRITISH 
GUIANA. 


Grovemor  Light  to 
the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  John  Russell. 
6  Dec.  1839. 


Enclosure  1,  in  No  13. 


A  SPECIAL  REPORT  of  the  Condition  of  the  Hill  Coolies,  in  the  Counties  of  Demerara  and  Essequiboy  inspected  by 
order  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  on  the  4th  and  17th  days  of  November  1839,  ^7  ^*  ^*  WoUeley^  Circuit 
Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


Plantations  Vreed-en-Hoop  and  Vbiedestien. 


SUBJECTS    OF   INQUIRY. 


1.  Particulars  of  any  com- 
plaint preferred  against 
employer  or  others. 

a.  Number  at  work  - 

3.  Absentees;  names  and 
particulars. 


4.  The  sick;  names   and 
particulars. 


5.  Deaths  since  1st  June 

last  ;  Commissioners 
Report  came  down  to 
end  of  May. 

6.  Condition  of  hospital   - 


7.  Quality  of  provisions  in 
store. 


77. 


PLANTATION   VREED-EN-HOOP. 


NU 


43  males^  1  female 


-  -  Jimman  and  Poultan  absconded  iith  Oct. 
1838.  Persons  sent  in  search,  and  reward 
offered  by  public  advertisement,  but  not  since 
heard  of. 

-  -  Monbade,  dysentery;  Bowanny Sing, toe 
amputated;  Kyrantallee,  inflammation  in  foot; 
Kyandee,  sore  gums  ;  Guncss,  intermittent 
fever ;  Boodee  Modun,  and  Ragoo,  rheuma- 
tism (8). 

-  -  Dalib  died  July  8th ;  diseased  liver  and 
enlargement  of  the  spleen. 


-  -  clean,  aiir  and  spacious ;  detached  bed- 
steads, with  plantain-leaf  mattresses. 

Perfectly  sound  and  unobjectionable     <- 


PLANTATION   VRIEDESTIEN. 


Nil. 


G4 


13  males. 

-  -  Three  went  to  spend  Sunday  at  Vreed-en- 
Hoop  not  yet  returned. 


-  -  Uckool,  Dhumee,  Rangaya,  Lalljee,  Par- 
sand,  all  complaining  of  pains  in  back  and 
limbs,  but  this  the  first  day  in  hospital. 


-  -  Keareet,  an  aged  and  infirm  roan  who  had 
scarcely  ever  worked ;  died  16th  October. 


-  -  Good,  but  not  much  firequented,  as  the  law 
does  not  allow  any  coercion. 

-  -  The  same  as  at  Vreed-en-Hoop,  both  estates 
belonging  to  the  same  person,  Mr.  Gladstone. 
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SUBJECTS   OF    INQUIRY. 


8.  Names  of  those  who  have 

accomplished  more 
than  their  allotted 
day's  work,  and  have 
thereby  earned  extra 
wages ;  amount  so 
earned  in  October. 

9.  Wages  and  allowances, 

as  per  Calcutta  inden- 
tures, and  period  of 
service. 


10.  What     substitutes   are 

given;  particulars. 

11.  What    allowances    are 

given  in  addition  to 
those  specified  in  the 
indentures. 

12.  What     deductions    are 

made  from  their  wages. 


13.  Wliat  instruction;  what 
progress,  if  any,  to- 
wards Christianity;  the 
Sabbath,  how  usually 
observed. 


14.  The  amount  of  labour, 
comparatively  with  the 
Creole,  they  usually 
perform. 


Condition 
houses  ; 
bedding. 


of       their 
furniture  ; 


What  instances  of  the 
acquisition  of  property 
from  their  own  in- 
dustry. 

General  remarks  as  to 
the  improvement  or 
otherwise  in  their  ge- 
neral appearance  since 
the  circuit  magistrates' 
last  and  previous  visits, 
^c.  &c.  &c. 


PLANTATION    VREED-EK-HOOP. 


-  -  None,  though  they  generally  accomplish 
their  day's  task  by  one  o'clock. 


•  -  2  J  dollars  per  month ;  per  diem,  14  chit- 
tacks  rice,  2  ditto  dholl,  J  ditto  ghee  or  oil. 
I  ditto  salt,  1  ditto  dried  fish,  1  ditto  turme- 
ric and  tamarind,  i  ditto  onions  and  chilis ; 
per  annum,  2  blankets,  2  dhooties,  i  jacket, 
1  cap,  1  wooden  bowl ;  .period  of  service,  five 
years  from  26th  January  1838.  (16  chittacks 
rather  exceed  2  lbs.) 

-  -  Butler  and  oil  in  lieu  of  ghee,  peas  in 
lieu  of  dholl ;  same  quantities. 

-  -  One  head  of  tobacco  and  1  lb.  of  pork, 
weekly ;  a  dram  of  rum  and  sugar  and  rum 
beverage,  daily ;  2  shirts,  a  blue  jacket,  and 
a  hat,  yearly;  and  1  dhootie  more  than 
stipulated. 

-  -  J  dollar  per  month,  as  per  indenture,  to- 
wards defraying  passage  back  to  Calcutta; 
indenture  also  allows  a  deduction  for  absent 
days  at  the  rate  of  2  J  dollars  per  month. 

-  -  Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  rector  of  the 
parish:  **  There  are  several  coolies  at  Vreed- 
en-Hoop  of  whose  condition,  as  far  as  my 
observation  has  extended,  I  am  happy  to  be 
able  to  speak  favourably ;  many  of  them  are 
in  the  habit  of  attending  Divine  Service  at 
my  church ;  their  deportment  while  there  is 
orderly  and  quiet;  they  are  fast  acquiring  a 
knowledge  of  the  English  language ;  an  even- 
ing adult  school  about  to  be  established  under 
my  immediate  inspection.** 

-  -  Two-thirds  expected,  and  this  they  gene- 
rally perform. 


-  -  Being  gregarious  in  tlieir  habits,  they 
prefer  occupying  one  building  to  being  loca- 
ted in  detached  cottages;  t^eir  present  re- 
sidence was  their  own  selection,  and  they 
find  no  fault  with  it;  they  have  bedding, 
benches,  tables,  culinary  utensils,  &c. 

-  -  Several  of  them  rear  poultry  and  pigs,  but 
scarcely  any  have  shown  the  least  disposition 
to  cultivate  garden  ground,  though  land  con- 
tiguous to  their  dwellings  has  been  offered. 

-  -  These  people  are  progressively  improving ; 
and,  comparatively  with  other  immigrants, 
(judging  from  the  result  of  frequent  periodi- 
cal visits  .to  all  the  emigrants  in  the  colony  in 
the  course  of  the  last  18  months)  there  admits 
not  of  a  doubt  but  that  the  Hill  Coolie  sur- 
passes all  in  point  of  adaptation,  both  to 
climate  and  to  labour,  and  if  embarked  free 
from  any  constitutional  disease,  which  unfor« 
tunately  was  too  much  disregarded  in  the  first 
expeditions,  would  suffer  less  from  the  climate 
of  Guiana,  and  be  better  suited  for  the  work 
of  a  sugar  estate,  than  labourers  from  any 
other  part  of  the  world,  the  African  and  his 
descendants  always,  but  alone,  excepted. 


PLANTATION    VBIEDESTIEN. 


-  -  None,  though  their  day's  task  is  generally 
accomplished  by  one  o'clock. 


Vide  Vreed-en-Hoop. 


-  -  Same  as  Vreed-en-Hoop  ;  a  quantity  of 
dholl  on  the  estate,  but  the  English  peas  are 
preferred. 

-  -    Idem. 


-    Idem. 


-  -  The  minister  of  the  parish  has  been  written 
to  on  these  subjects,  but  his  answer  has  not 
been  received. 


Two-thirds,  which  they  usually  accomplish. 


Vide  Vreeden-Hoop. 


-  -  The  Coolies  here  do  not  rear  either  pigs  or 
poultry ;  one  has  a  large  piece  of  ^ound  in 
plantains,  and  most  of  them,  notwiwstanding 
their  apparent  apathy,  are  Ihrifly  and  saving 
with  their  wages  and  allowances. 

-  -  Tliese  are  a  well-looking  little  crew ;  but 
here,  as  011  the  other  estates,  a  question  natu- 
rally arises.  Where  are  your  wives?  The 
colony  might  supply  them :  but  time  has  shown 
that  there  exists  a  distaste  either  on  the  one 
side  or  on  the  other,  smce  the  coolies,  with 
very  few  exceptions,  are  known  to  be  living  in 
a  state  of  celibacy.  Nothing  could  have  been 
more  injudicious  Uian  the  omission  of  a  certain 
proportion  of  women  with  these  expeditions. 
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Plantations  Bellevus  and  Anna  Regina, 


8VBJSCT8  OF   INQUIRY. 


PLANTATION   BELLEVUE. 


PLANTATION   ANNA   REGINA. 


1  •  Particulars  of  any  com- 
plaint preferred  against 
employer  or  others. 

s.  Number  at  work 

3.  Absentees ;  names  and 
particulars. 


4.  The  sick;  names  and 

particulars. 

5.  Deaths  since  1st  June 

last:  commissioners' 
report  came  down  to 
end  of  May. 

6.  Condition  of  hospital   - 

7.  Quality  of  provisions  in 

store. 

8.  Names  of  those  who  have 

accomplished  more 
than  their  allotted 
day's  work,  and  have 
thereby  earned  extra 
wages ;  amount  so 
earned  in  October. 

9.  W^es  and  allowances, 

as  per  Calcutta  in- 
dentures, and  period 
of  service. 

10.  What    substitutes    are 

given;  particulars. 

11.  What    allowances    are 

given  in  addition  to 
Uiose  specified  in  the 
indentures. 

13.  What  deductions  are 
made  from  the  wages. 

13.  What  instruction ;  what 
progress,  if  any,  to- 
wards Christianity ; 
the  Sabbath,  how 
usually  observed. 


14.  The  amount  of  labour, 

comparatively  with 
the  Creole,  they  usu- 
ally perform. 

15.  Condition      of     their 

houses ;  furniture, 
bedding. 

16.  What  instances  of  the 

acquisition  of  pro- 
perty from  their  own 
industry. 


Nil 


39  males 

-  -  Janhairsing  (from  18  to  20  years)  allowed, 
by  his  own  desire,  to  be  in  town,  to  receive 
instruction;  is  making  great  progress,  and 
will  hereafter  be  of  much  service  to  his 
countrymen. 

-  -  None  sick ;  but  several  who  have  had  bad 
sores  healed  are  not  yet  fit  for  woik. 

-  -  Setolsing  died  in  colonial  hospital,  on 
October;  and  Bisram,  on  estate,  from  intoxi- 
cation, on  30th  August. 


-  -  Clean,  airy,  and  spacious,  with  every 
requisite  convenience,  but  not  frequented. 

Perfectly  good  and  unobjectionable 

-  -  Dabey,  Jhurry,  Mungul,  Boyraphal,  Mu- 
ran  Ram,  and  Toolsee  FUm,  each  earned  by 
extra  labour  in  October,  1  dollar  5  stivers,  in 
addition  to  their  wages. 


Vide  Vreed-en-Hoop  - 


-    Idem 


•  -  One  head  tobacco  weekly ;  1  blue  shirt, 
pair  trowsers,  and  Kilmarnock  cap,  yearly;  a 
dram  of  rum  daily ;  sugar,  equal  to  about 
a  pound,  weekly. 

Vide  Vreed-en-Hoop  -        -        •       -        - 


-  -  One  of  the  coolies,  a  sirdar,  has  been 
admitted  to  the  rite  of  baptism  by  the  Presby- 
terian minister  of  the  parish.  This  estate  is 
in  the  same  parish  as  Vreedestein ;  the  mi- 
nister has  been  written  to  on  these  subjects, 
but  his  answer  has  not  been  received. 


Vide  Vreed-en-Hoop  - 


-  -  The  building  occupied  by  the  coolies  on 
this  estate  is  superior  either  to  that  at  Vreed- 
en-Hoop  or  Vreedestein* 

•  -  Do  not  rear  pigs  or  poultry,  but  cultivate 
vegetables  for  sale,  and  frequently  deposit 
their  savings  with  the  manager ;  the  maximum 
deposited  by  any  one  individual  has  been  10 
or  12  dollars. 


Nil. 


46  malcF,  of  whom  three  not  indented. 
-    -    -    -    None.. 


-  -  None,  nor  have  any  been  sick  for  a  consi- 
derable time. 

-  -  Soonalah,  died  25th  June,   from  general 
debility  and  old  age. 


•  •  A  fine,  airy,  capacious  building,  with  out  a 
•single  patient. 

Perfectly  good  and  unobjectionable. 

-  -  Uckloo,  Gerin,  Ramsing,  Surreedan,  Gunga, 
Hurree  Sing,  Bundoo,  and  Curthoo,  each 
earned  by  extra  labour  in  October,  1 }  dollar, 
in  addition  to  their  wages ;  and  from  10  to  15 
have  been  receiving  extra  wages  for  the  last 
twelvemonth  of  equal  amount. 


Vide  Vreed-en-Hoop. 


Idem. 


-  -  One  head  tobacco,  weekly ;  blue  cloth 
jacket  and  trowsers,  a  hat  and  a  cap,  yearly; 
two  drams  rum,  daily;  and  sugar,  about  baif- 
a-pound,  weekly. 

-  -    Idem. 


-  •  This  estate  has  a  very  respectable  dwelling- 
house  upon  it,  built  by  the  proprietor  ex- 
pressly for  a  Moravian  missionary ;  it  happens 
now  unfortunately  to  be  unoccupied,  and  has 
been  so  for  some  months,  the  late  minister 
having  lefl  the  colony  from  ill  health.  Ilie 
coolies  were  very  fond  of  attending  his  evening 
school,  and  the  absence  of  such  an  instructor 
is  a  great  impediment  to  their  intellectual  and 
moral  advancement. 

--  The  coolies  here  perform  the  same  amount 
of  labour  as  the  negroes,  and  are  never  behind 
them  in  accomplishing  it. 

Well,  and  comfortably  lodged.         * 


-  -  They  rear  a  good  many  feathered  stock, 
goats,  and  pigs,  but  pay  little  attention  to  the 
raising  of  vegetables ;  here,  as  elsewhere,  there 
are  many  who  have  amassed  sums  of  money,* 
varying  from  1  to  at  least  50  dollars. 


77. 
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correspondence:  on  the  condition  of 


' 


SUBJECTS  OF   maUIRT. 


17.  General  remarks  as  to 
the  improvement,  or 
otherwise,  in  their 
general  i^pearance 
since  the  circuit  ma- 
gistrates' last  and 
previous  visits,  &c. 
&c. 


PLANTATIOy   BELLEVTJE. 


-  -  A  decided  and  progressing  improvement 
is  readily  discernible  in  these  people,  from 
the  first  the  less  healthy  in  appearance  of  any 
that  came  to  the  colony.  Extract  from  a 
Report  from  the  physician  of  the  colony 
hospital,  Dr.  Smith,  under  whose  care  27 
coolies  from  this  estate  were  placed  in  June 
last :  *'  I  entertain  a  more  favourable  opinion 
of  the  constitution  of  the  coolies,  in  reference 
to  their  adaptation  to  this  climate,  than  of 
any  other  class  of  immigrants  whom  I  have 

met  in  the  colony The  uncommon 

rapidity  with  which  most  of  these  severe  cases 
progressed  to  a  favourable  termination,  is  a 
negative  proof  of  the  non-predisposition  of 
Uie  coolies  to  the  disease  generally  termed  in 
this  colony,  *  constitutional  ulcer,'  while  it  af- 
fords strone  evidence  of  the  great  restorative 
powers  of  their  constitution/' 


PLANTATION   ANNA    REGINA. 


-  -  So  far  from  having  suffered  at  all  from 
change  of  climate,  these  people  have  been 
peculiarly  fortunate,  and  are  more  robust  and 
healthy  in  appearance  now  than  they  were  on 
their  arrival  m  the  colony ;  they  are  performing 
precisely  the  same  labour  as  the  negroes,  and 
with  no  greater  eicertion,  generally  finishiug 
their  day*s  task  by  one  o'clock  p.  m.  They  are 
cheerful  in  their  deportment,  show  great  confi- 
dence and  ffOod«wm  towards  their  manager, 
who  is  likewise  the  attorney  of  the  estate ;  and 
altogether  present  a  picture  of  contentment 
not  undeserving  the  serious  reflection  of  those 
in  whose  hands  is  vested  the  power  of  placing 
thousands  of  their  comparatively  miserable 
countrymen  in  the  same  happy  circumstances. 


IF.  B.  WoUel^, 

Circuit  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


BRITISH 
GUIANA. 


Enclosure  2,  in  No.  13. 


No.  13. 
Governor  Light  to 
the  Right  Hon. 
I^rd  John  Russelli 
119  Dec.  1839. 


Sir,  George  Town,  4  December  1839. 

In  answer  to  a  communication  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  requiring  me  to  state 
"  the  eflect  the  hospital  had  on  the  prejudices  of  the  ^ellevue  Coolies,  and  their  disposition 
to  communion,''  I  nave  the  honour  to  report  that  I  am  impressed  with  the  idea  that,  in 
either  respect,  very  happy  results  have  arisen  from  the  circumstance  of  these  people  having 
been  treated  in  the  colonial  hospital.  In  expressing  this  opinion  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  state 
such  facts  as  have  come  to  my  Knowledge,  and  which  directly  bear  on  this  subject,  in  order 
End.  2,  in  No.  13.  that  his  Excellency  may  arrive  at  a  just  estimate  of  the  ground  on  which  I  form  my  opinion. 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  their  ignorance  of  the  English  language  has  not  only  prevented  a 
more  free  expression  of  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  Coolies  in  reference  to  these  subjects,  but 
has  proved  a  serious  obstacle  to  imparung,  at  the  most  seasonable  of  all  moments,  instruc- 
tion m  the  doctrines  of  Christianity. 

When  the  Coolies  were  admitted  to  the  hospital  they  not  only  brought  their  cookinr 
vessels,  but  they  were  accompanied  by  three  of  their  own  cooks,  as  they  positively  refri»^ 
to  taste  any  food  not  prepared  in  their  own  vessels  and  by  one  of  their  number.  They 
likewise  rejected  any  but  the  peculiar  food  sanctioned  by  their  religious  tenets.  A  very 
short  time  sufficed  to  remove  this  latter  prejudice,  as  the  happy  circumstance  of  the  speedy 
amendment  of  many  of  those  patients  inspired  the  whole  number  vnth  such  confidence  in 
tiie  medical  prescriptions  that  tney  readily  received  whatever  food  I  judged  best  suited  to 
their  state  of  healtn.  An  incident,  illustrative  of  the  previous  strength  of  their  prejudices, 
occurred  i*v  the  case  of  one  of  their  cooks,  a  young  man,  named  Jan  Hair  Sin^,  who  was 
induced  to  eat  some  havi,  under  the  impression  that  it  was  food  sanctioned  by  ms  religion, 
but  prepared  in  a  peculiar  way.  He  was  delighted  with  it ;  but  on  being  shortly  uler- 
wards  undeceiv^  and  told  that  he  had  eaten  pork,  his  horror  was  so  great  that  his  stomach 
immediately  rejected  its  contents.  This  experiment  and  result  were  observed  on  three 
different  occasions  by  the  resident  surgeon. 

Not  long  after,  the  Coolies  yielded  their  prejudices  with  regard  to  food ;  they  permitted 
me  to  dismiss  their  cooks,  and  they  partook  of  the  usual  food  of  the  hospital  prepared  by 
colonial  cooks.  At  this  time  they  explained  to  me  by  their  interpreter,  tfiat  having  left 
their  own  country  it  was  proper  not  only  to  eat  the  food  of  Christians,  but  to  become 
Christians  themselves. 

One  of  their  number,  a  Brahmin  named  Suttale  Sing,  in  the  anticipation  of  death, 
requested  me  to  have  his  body  thrown  into  the  river.  A  short  time  previous  to  his  death  he 
abandoned  this  idea,  said  he  would  be  buried  in  **  duty"  (earth),  and  requested  me  to  send 
for  a  clergyman  to  pray  with  him.  This  request  being  granted,  he  expressed  his  satisfac- 
tion and  comfort  in  having  enjoyed  the  religious  ministrations  of  a  Christian,  and  he  died 
in  full  belief  of  his  safety. 

The  young  man  who  exhibited  such  horror  at  having  eaten  improper  food  is  now,  by  the 
kind  and  judicious  permission  of  Mr.  Matheson,  the  attorney  of  Bellevue,  placed  under  my 
charge,  that  he  mignt  receive  (at  his  own  earnest  request)  instruction  in  Cnristian  doctrine 
and  such  an  education  as  may  enable  him  to  impart  his  knowledge  of  those  important 
truths  to  his  countrymen.  I  do  not  believe  that  he,  as  yet,  possesses  any  clear  knowledge 
of  the  distinguishing  doctrines  of  Christianity.  His  motive  for  abandoning  his  former 
fiuth,  he  says,  springs  from  a  conviction  that  Jugemhaut,  whom  he  worshipped  as  God, 
cannot  be  God,  as  he  knows  it  to  be  ^^  made  by  man  of  white  slate  (marble)  and  hundred 
other  things;"  and  he  knows  that  man  cannot  make  God. 

^  jThift 
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BRITISH 
GUIANA. 


Lord  John  Rnsselly 
6  Dec.  1839. 

End.  2,  in  No.  13. 


This  young  man  has  already  made  great  progress  in  reading  and  writing,  and  as  he  is 
BOW  placed  under  the  charge  of  the  Kev.  Mr.  Fox,  I  anticipate  much  future  good  from  No.   13. 

this  small  beginning,  which  may  ultimately  prove  of  incalculable  benefit  to  thousands  of  Govenior  Light  to 
his  heathen  brethren,  should  it  seem  good  to  the  British  Government  to  permit  a  further  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^" 
introduction  of  Coolia»  into  this  colony.  '  ^'^  ^"^^  **'" 

While  I  have  been  anxious  to  confine  this  report  strictly  within  the  limits  of  his  Excel* 
lency's  inauiry  as  to  the  effect  of  the  hospital  treatment,  I  feel  I  should  be  wanting  in 
candour  ir  I  omitted  to  say  that  I  have  been  informed  that  the  act  of  leaving  their  native 
country  prepares  the  Coohes  for  conversion ;  or,  it  may  be,  indicates  their  disposition  to 
conversion,  inasmuch  as  they  lose  caste  by  emigrating,  which  is  not  regained  by  a  return 
to  their  country. 

I  would  furthermore  add,  that  Jan  Hair  Sing  told  me  that  he,  with  15  of  his  country- 
men, previous  to  their  admission  to  th^  colonial  hospital,  had  visited  the  minister  of  their 
parish,  who  had  read  something  to  them  out  of  a  '^  Bible  book'*  which  made  "  the  water 
run  out  of  his  eyes."  These  15,  with  four  others,  he  says,  anxiously  await  his  return  to 
profit  by  the  instructions  he  is  now  receiving. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        JE.  M.  L.  Smith,  Colonial  Surgeon. 


The  Hon.  C.  R.  Whmfield, 
Acting  Government  Secretary, 
&c.        &c.        &c. 


(A  true  copy.) 
[   (signed)         Charles  Whirifield, 

Acting  (government  Secretary. 


—  No.  14.— 


No.  14. 


Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Liyht  to  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  ^^T^il^t  ff  ^"^ 
John  Russelly  dated  Demerara,  19  December  1839.  L^rd  j^hn  Riusell, 

19  December  1839. 

"  I  HAVE   the  honour  to  forward  a  general  return,    compiled  from  the       .___ 
Stipendiary  Magistrates',  monthly  reports,  respecting  the  Hill  Coolies,  for  the 
month  of  November  last.'* 


Enclosure  in  No.  14. 


GENERAL  RETURN,  compiled  firom  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates'  Monthly 
Reports,  respecting  the  Hill  Coolies,  this  1st  December  1839. 


PLANTATIONS, 

where 

Located. 

Namber 

of 
Deaths 
since  last 
Monthly 
Report. 

General  State  of  Health. 

Particniars  and  Resalt  of  Complaints 

preferred  against  their 

Employers. 

Vreed-en-Hoop  - 
Vriedestien 
Bellevue     - 
Anna  Regina 
Highbury    - 
Waterloo    - 

- 

-  -  The  Returns  are  highly 
favourable  for  the  past  month, 
not  exhibiting  a  single  case 
of  serious  illness ;  and  among 
those  reported  sick,  but  few 
who  had  been  more  than  one 
day  in  hospital. 

-  -  No  instance  has  occurred 
in  the  past    month  of  any 
CooUe  having  left  his  estate 
to  prefer  a  complaint,   nor 
have  the  district  magistrates, 
on   their    periodical  inspec- 
tions,   had     any    grievance 
brought  to  their  notice. 

Compiled  from  the  Official  Returns,  by 

W.  B.  WoUeley, 
Circuit  Stii>endiary  Magistrate, 
British  Gruiana. 


End.  in  No.  14. 
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COPIES  of  Rbports  froin^  or  Despatchis* 
to,  the  Governor  o(  British  Gtiumay^  respectiog 
the  Hill  Coolies  introdaced  into  that 
Colony  since  the  Date  of  the  Papers  last 
laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House. 


(Mr.  William  Qladstone.)' 


Ordirtdf  hjf  The  House  of  CommoiUy  to  be  PrimMf, 
21  February  1840. 


[Price    7  d.^ 
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BRITISH  GUIANA— CIVIL  LIST. 


RETURN  to  an  Addrsss  of  the  Honourable  The  House  of  Commons, 
dated  17  June  1840  i^for^ 


COPIES  or  Extracts  of  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen^  Despatches  to  the  Governor 
of  British  Gviana^  dated  1st  March  1836,  relative  to  the  Provision  of 
a  Civil  List  for  that  Colony :  Also,  of  any  Despatches  addressed  by  Lord 
John  Russell  to  the  Governor  of  British  Cruiana  relative  to  the  Provision  of 
a  Civil  List;  together  with  any  Corrbspovdence  that  may  have  arisen 
thereon. 


{iMr.  Vernon  Smth.) 


Ordered,  by  The  House  of  Commons,  to  be  Printed, 
23  June  1840. 


IPrice  10  rf] 


404. 

Under  12  oar. 
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SCHEDULE. 


Na. 

1.  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Sir  L.  Smith 

2.  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Sir  L.  Smith 

3.  Sir  L«  Smith  to  Lord  Glenelg     - 

4.  Governor  Light  to  Lord  Glenelg  - 

5.  Governor  Light  to  Lord  Glenelg  - 

6.  Governor  L%ht  to  HarqiKSB  of  Normanby 


DATE. 

1  Mar. 

1835 

1  Mar. 

1835 

7  July 

1835 

30  June 

1838 

16  July 

1838 

13  June 

1*39 

SUBJECT. 


PAGE. 


Instructions  on  bin  proceeding  to  British  Guiana 
on  Service  connected  with  the  Provision  of  a 
Civil  List  - 3 

Instructions  for  maintaining  the  Rights  of  the 
Crown— Constitution  of  the  Civil  Govern- 
ment       -        --        -        -        -        -11 
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COPIES  OR  EXTRACTS  OF  DESPATCHES 

AddresBed  by  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Sir  Lionel  Smithy  the  Governor  of  the 
Windward  Islands  and  of  British  Guiana^  on  the  occasion  of  his  proceeding  to 
the  latter  Colony  (then  first  annexed  to  his  Government)  on  Service  connected 
with  the  Provision  of  a  Civil  List,  &c.  &c. 


—  No.  1.  — 
(No.  28.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Earl  of  Aberdeeti  to    Lieut-general       ^  ,  ??:  ^' 

o.     T*       /o    •-»!.     o     ^  ^  Earl  of  Aberdeen 

Sir  Lionel  Smtth,  Bart,  k.c.b.  toLieut-Gen. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  1  March  1835.       f|i;reh'i8^^^^^ 

Having  in  my  other  despatches  of  this  date  apprised   you  that  the  state  of 

financial  affairs  in  British  Guiana  called  for  your  immediate  services  in  that 
colony,  now  a  dependency  of  your  government,  I  proceed  to  state  to  you  the 
circumstances  which  have  led  to  the  exigency,  and  the  views  which  his  Majesty's 
Government  entertain  of  the  manner  in  which  it  is  to  be  met :  and  as  preparatory 
to  this  exposition  it  is  necessary  that  I  should  shortly  explain  the  original  con- 
stitution of  Demerara  and  Essequibo  as  a  Dutch  colony,  -  tlie  unauthorized  changes 
which  were  made  in  it  whilst  under  the  government  of  Major-general  Carniichael 
in  1S12,  and  the  re-establishment  of  the  legitimate  policy  upon  the  annexation 
to  Demerara  and  Essequibo  of  the  adjacent  colony  of  Berbice  in  1831. 

Under  the  original  constitution  of  Demerara  and  Essequibo  there  existed  in  the 
colony  six  political  bodies  or  authorities,  namely,  1st.  the  Governor;  2d,  the 
Court  of  Policy ;  3d,  the  Council  of  Policy  (being  the  same  body  as  the  court, 
acting  in  a  different  capacity) ;  4th,  the  Court  of  Policy  conjunct  witfa  certain 
financial  representatives  or  the  people;  5th,  the  College  of  Electors;  6th, 
Proprietors  of  25  negroes  or  more.  The  Governor  was  the  sole  executive  authority 
in  the  colony,  and  the  Council  of  Policy  was  only  to  advise  him  when  by  him 
called  upon  to  do  so.  The  Court  of  policy  consisted  of  eight  members,  of  whom 
four  were  officers  of  the  Government,  namely,  the  Governor,  the  commandant  of 
Essequibo,  and  the  two  fiscals;  the  other  four  were  chosen  by  the  following 
process : — The  inhabitants  possessed  of  25  negroes,  or  more,  in  Demerara,  chose 
(voting  equally)  seven  persons,  v^ho  formed  the  College  of  Electors  for  Demerara, 
and  held  their  offices  for  life  ;  the  inhabitants  of  Essequibo  in  like  manner  chose  a 
College  of  Electors  for  that  district.  Each  of  these  colleges  nominated  four  can- 
didates and  from  each  of  these  numbers  of  four  the  Court  of  Policv  chose  two 
to  be  members  of  its  own  body,  who  then  represented  in  that  body  respectively 
the  two  districts  by  whose  respective  colleges  they  were  nominated.  The  Court 
of  Pohcy  having  been  thus  formed,  the  four  ex-officio  members  kept  their  seats 
in  the  court  as  long  as  they  continued  in  office ;  whilst  of  the  other  four,  one 
went  out  annually  in  order  of  seniority,  namely,  the  first  year  the  eldest  member 
for  Essequibo,  the  second  year  the  eldest  for  Demerara,  and  so  in  rotation  in 
succeeding  years. 

The  function  of  the  Court  of  Policy  was  to  dehberate  upon  measures  proposed 
for  their  consideration  by  the  Governor,  and  upon  nothing  more ;  it  could  carry 
theui  into  effect  by  a  majority  of  votes,  and  in  case  of  the  court  dividing  equally 
the  Governor  had  a  casting  vote,  in  addition  to  his  usual  single  vote.  If  the 
proposed  measure  Avas  carried  the  Governor  had  no  veto  ;  but  the  court,  as  well 
as  the  Governor,  ''  had  however  been  always  bound  to  conform  to  the  directions 
and  regulations  issued  and  made  by  authority  in  the  parent  or  governing  state, 
these  being  to  all  intents  and  purposes  supreme.*'  I  quote  upon  this  important 
point  the  words  of  Governor  Beaujon,  who  had  administered  the  affairs  of  the 
colony  under  the  Dutch  regimen  and  communicated  an  account  of  it  to  the  Duke 
of  Portland,  in  a  despatch  dated  the  15th  June  1799. 

Such  being  the  functions  and  obligations  of  the  Court  of  Policy  acting  separately, 
I  have  next  to  consider  them  when  acting  in  conjunction  with  the  body  termed 
financial  representatives.  These  financial  representatives  were  six,  being  three 
for  Demerara  and  three  for  Essequibo;  they  were  chosen  hke  the  College  of 
Electors,  by  the  inhabitants  possessing  25  negroes  or  more,  and  they  were  to 
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No.  1.         vacate  their  seats  biennially.    The  Court  of  Policy  conjunct  with  these  financial 

Earl  of  Aberdeen    representatives,  appointed  the  particular  modes  of  taxation  by  which  the  revenue 

to  Lieut.-Gen.        of  the  colonial  chest  was  to  be  provided,  and  they  were  entitled  to  examine  and 

1  M^rch^iS^'if*^  ^"^*^  ^^^  accounts  of  the  receiver-general ;  but  all  questions  concerning  the  amount 

^  or  appropriation  of  that  revenue  belonged  to  the  Crown  and  the  Court  of  Policyt 

and  not  the  Combined  Court,  which  had  no  other  function  but  that  of  finding  the 

ways  and  means  and  auditing  the  accounts.     Besides  the  revenue  of  the  colonial 

chest  which  was  thus  provided  from  year  to  year,  there  was  a  revenue  called  the 

revenue  of  the  King's  chest,  which  was  derived  from  taxes  of  a  more  permanent 

nature,    fixed   by  the  sole  authority  of  the  Crown,   by  whose  authority  alone 

it  was  appropriated,  or  could  be  augment^  or  diminished. 

Such  being  the  polity  established  by  the  States  General  of  Holland  in  the  colony 
of  Demerara  and  Essequibo,  I  am  next  to  advert  to  a  change  which  was  most 
unadvisedly  made  in  it  by  Major-general  Carmichael,  who  administered  the 
government  in  i8i 2. 

By  a  proclamation  which  that  officer  issued  on  the  7th  of  September  of  that 
year,  the  College  of  Electors  was  dissolved,  the  right  of  suffrage  was  vested,  not 
as  before  in  persons  possessing  25  negroes,  or  more ;  but  in  all  persons  possessed 
of  property  worth  10,000  guilders  or  more,  and  by  their  suffrages  a  new  college 
was  formed,  uniting  in  itself  the  functions  of  financial  representatives  with  those 
of  electors-  The  practical  result  was  to  give  the  financial  representatives  such 
an  influence  over  the  members  of  the  Court  of  Policy,  whom  they  elected,  as 
enabled  them  to  make,  from  time  to  time,  encroachments  upon  the  proper  func^ 
tions  of  that  court,  which  were  sometimes  resisted  by  the  Governor  for  the  time 
being,  and  sometimes,  from  motives  of  temporary  convenience,  overlooked. 

Major-general  Carmichael's  proclamation,  far  from  having  been  authorized  or 
approved  by  the  Crown,  had  not  been  even  transmitted  for  the  information  of 
His  Majesty's  Government ;  and  it  was  not  till  several  years  afterwards  that  the 
provisions  and  efiect  of  it  appear  to  have  been  made  known  to  the  Ministers  of 
the  Crown.  They  did  not  fail,  when  informed  of  it,  to  perceive  the  impropriety 
df  the  changes  made  by  Major-general  Carmichael ;  and  as  soon  as  the  arrange- 
ments could  be  matured,  which  had  been  long  contemplated,  for  the  union  with 
Demerara  and  Essequibo  of  the  adjacent  colony  of  Berbice,  the  ancient  regimen 
was  restored  by  the  formal  disallowance  of  Major-general  CarmichaePs  proclama- 
tion ;  and  the  restored  system  was  at  the  same  time  extended  to  the  district  of 
Berbice,  then  first  incorporated  with  the  colony  of  Demerara  and  Essequibo 
This  took  place  in  the  year  1831.  As  the  colony  of  Berbioe  had  been  theretofore 
governed  by  the  absolute  and  undivided  authority  of  the  Crown's  representative, 
assisted,  1)ut  not  liable  to  be  controlled,  by  a  council  of  his  own  nomination^  the 
admission  of  the  colony  of  Berbice  to  the  same  franchises  as  belonged  to  those  of 
Demerara  and  Essequibo,  was  an  evidence  that  the  Crown  had  no  desire  to  with- 
hold from  any  of  its  subjects  in  British  Guiana  any  privileges  which  could  be 
enjoyed  by  them  with  advantage  to  themselves  and  their  fellow-colonists. 

On  the  occasion  of  the  union  of  Berbice  with  Demerara  and  Essequibo,  and 
the  extension  of  the  right  of  voting  for  electors  and  for  financial  representatives  to 
the  inhabitants  of  that  district  being  the  possessors  of  25  negroes  or  more,  no 
addition  was  made  to  the  number  of  electors  or  the  number  of  nnancial  represen- 
tatives, which  were,  as  before  Major-general  Carmichael's  proclamation,  seven 
and  six  respectively ;  but  one  official  and  one  unofficial  member  was  added  to  the 
Court  of  Policy,  the  number  of  which  body  was  thus  augmented  to  10,  whilst  the 
same  balance  of  popular  and  official  members  was  maintained,  together  with  the 
same  casting  vote  of  the  Governor. 

Having  thus  explained  to  you  the  original  constitution  of  Demerara  and  Esse- 
quibo, and  the  change,  restoration,  and  extension  to  a  new  district,  which  it  has 
undergone  of  late  years,  I  have  next  to  apprise  you  that  the  restoration  of  the 
old  system,  so  far  as  regarded  the  exclusion  of  the  financial  representatives  from 
the  function  of  controlling  the  amount  and  appropriation  of  the  colonial  chest 
revenue,  was  pertinaciously  resisted  both  by  the  financial  representatives  them- 
selves, and  by  the  unofficial  members  of  the  Court  of  Policy ;  and  their  resistance 
was  carried  so  far  as  to  stop  the  levy  of  the  colonial  chest  supplies  for  more  than  a 
year,  the  financial  representatives  refusing  to  join  in  appointing  the  taxes  unless 
they  should  be  admitted  to  vote  with  the  Court  of  Policy  upon  the  estimates. 
The  public  service  having  been  subjected  to  great  inconvenience  by  the  deUy  in 
raising  the  supplies.  Sir  B.  D'Urban,  in  the  absence  of  instructions  from  His 
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MaJQBty^s  Ministers,  obtained  the  sapplies  up  to  the  period  of  his  Quitting  the         j^q,  |^ 
government  in  1 833,  by  allowing  the  nnancial  representative  to  exercise  pro  hdc  Earl  of  Aberdeen 
im:e  the  Auctions  which  they  claimed,  it*  being  distinctly  understood  that  their  to  Lieut-Gen. 
exercise  of  them  was  not  to  be  drawn  into  a  precedent  so  as  to  prejudice  the  f'L^  u"^*?'®*"^* 
decision  of  the  question  of  right     Thus  that  question  was  devolved  upon  Sir  ^   ^  35* 

B.  D'Urban's  successor. 

I  enclose  to  you  herewith  copies  of  all  the  correspondence  upon  this  subject,  which 
has  taken  place  between  this  department  and  Lieutenant-governor  Sir  J.  Carmichael 
Smyth,  whereby  you  will  b^  put  in  possession  of  all  that  has  occurred  upon  it  since 
that  officer's  assumption  of  liis  Lieutenant-government,  and  of  the  views  which 
have  been  entertained  by  ray  predecessor.  Lord  Stanley.  You  will  perceive,  that 
since  the  last  date  of  my  predecessor's  despatches,  a  material  change  has  taken 
place  as  regards  the  prospect  of  coming  to  an  amicable  arrangement  of  the  ques- 
tions pending  between  His  Majesty's  Government  and  the  colonial  authorities.  Cir- 
cumstances over  which  Sir  J.  Carmichael  Smyth  had  no  control,  have  in  part  im- 
paired the  prospect,  and  in  other  respects  it  has  been  injured  by  circumstances 
over  which  it  was  that  officer's  duty  to  exercise  a  control  rather  adverse  than  auspi^ 
cions  to  these  particular  overtures  j  and  without  in  any  degree  attributing  the 
result  to  any  error  or  indiscretion  of  his,  I  cannot  however  entertain  a  doubt 
that  let  the  causes  be  what  they  may,  he  personally  is  placed  in  a  position  relatively 
to  all  the  influential  classes  of  the  colonists,  and  especially  to  the  popular  mem- 
bers of  the  Court  of  Policy,  which  disqualifies  him  for  conducting  any  such  nego- 
tiation with  them,  to  an  amicable  and  favourable  issue.  Under  these  circumstances 
I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  endeavour  to  obviate  the  personal  difficulties  of  the  case, 
by  requesting  you  to  repair  to  British  Guiana  upon  the  special  service  of  settling 
the  financial  questions  at  issue  with  the  Court  of  Policy  and  the  financial  repre- 
sentatives. At  the  same  time,  aa  His  Majesty's  Government  are  most  anxious  to 
disavow  any  distrust  of  the  judgment  of  Sir  J.  Carmichael  Smyth,  or  any  disappro- 
bation of  his  conduct,  which  might  be  inferred  from  your  mission,  they  are  desirous 
that  your  interference  in  the  affairs  of  British  Guiana  should  be  limited  by  the 
necessity  of  the  case,  and  confined  as  much  as  possible  to  the  financial  questions 
at  issue. 

For  the  purpose  of  conveying  to  you  the  requisite  instructions  upon  these  ques* 
tions,  I  have  before  me,  and  I  transmit  to  you  in  copy,  Ueutenant-govemor  Sir 
J.  Carmichael  Smyth's  despatch.  No.  33,  of  the  6th  September  1833 ;  Mr.  Stan- 
ley's despatches,  No.  61  and  67,  of  the  22d  February  and  3i8t  March  1834; 
&r  J.  Carmichael  Smyth's  despatch,  No.  120,  of  the  14th  May  1834,  written 
when  only  the  former  of  Mr.  Stanley's  two  despatches  had  reached  him  and  his 
despatches,  Nos.  131,  137  and  28,  of  the  19th  June,  the  2d  July,  and  the  26th 
September  1 834 ;  to  which  three  last-mentioned  despatches,  as  well  as  to  his  des- 
patch of  the  14th  May,  I  find  that  no  answers  have  been  hitherto  returned. 

In  resuming  the  large  and  important  questions  which  this  correspondence  pre- 
sents, it  will  be  convenient  that  I  advert,  in  the  first  place,  to  the  views  which  are 
expressed  in  Sir  J.  Carmichael  Smyth's  despatch  of  the  6th  September  1 833,  of  the 
subject  as  it  then  stood,  which  views  would  appear  to  have  suggested  the  tenor 
of  the  instructions  conveyed  to  him  by  Mr.  Secretary  Stanley,  in  his  despatches 
of  the  22d  February  and  31st  March  1834. 

in  the  Lieutenant-governor's  apprehension,  the  question  which  had  been  so 
much  agitated  respecting  the  1^1  powers  of  the  Combined  Court,  was  to  be  re- 
garded rather  as  an  abstract  question  of  constitutional  law,  than  as  a  matter  of 
any  practical  importance.  The  scope  of  that  question  was,  however,  nothing  less 
in  effect  than  whether  the  details  of  the  colonial  expenditure  should  be  regulated 
by  the  Court  of  Policy;  a  body  consisting  of  five  official  and  five  popular  members, 
and  in  which  the  Governor  has  a  casting  vote ;  or  by  the  Combined  Court,  con* 
sisting  of  five  official  and  eleven  popular  members.  It  is  obvious  that  if  the  expen* 
diture  had  been  alone  the  point  in  question,  this  would  have  made  the  whole 
difference  between  popular  control  and  control  by  the  Government;  but  as 
only  the  smaller  portion  of  the  revenue  was  derived  from  permanent  sources,  and 
as  regards  the  other  portion,  the  Combined  Court,  though  not  entitled  to  interfere 
in  determining  the  amount  of  it  any  more  than  the  objects  to  which  it  was  to  be 
applied,  had  nevertheless  the  exclusive  and  undisputed  right  of  assigning  the  ways 
and  means  by  which  it  should  be  raised,  it  follows  that  the  Combined  Court,  if  it 
shoold  object  to  the  amount  of  the  sum  called  for,  or  if  it  should  not  be  satisfied 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  money  was  to  be  expended,  or  for  any  other  reason, 
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No.  1.         or  (to  put  au  extreme  case)  without  any  reason  whatever,  could  legally  stop  the 

£arl  of  Aberdeen    larger  portion  of  the  supplies,  by  refusing  to  exercise  its  function  and  leaving  the 

^  ^*^i''9^'        ways  and  means  of  the  year  unassigned.     It  is  doubtless  in  consideration  of  this 

1  Jkto^^s?*'^  ultnuate  power  over  the  sum  total  of  annual  revenue,  that  the  lieutenant-governor 

____       regarded  the  exclusion  of  the  Combined  Court  from  the  deliberation  upon  the 

amount  of  the  estimate  and  the  items  of  appropriation,  as  an  object  of  no  interest 

or  advantage  to  the  Government 

The  course  of  affairs  for  two  years  previously  to  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth's  appointment 
tended  undoubtedly  to  the  support  of  this  view.  The  passing  of  the  estimate  in 
the  Court  of  Policy  had  been  long  delayed  by  the  unanimous  refusal  of  the 
popular  members  of  that  body  to  concur  in  passing  it  otherwise  than  iu  the  Com- 
bined Court,  which  refusal  became  effective  through  the  knowledge  which  the 
Governor  possessed  that,  were  he  to  carry  the  estimates  by  the  assistance  of  the 
official  members  and  bis  own  casting  vote,  the  Combined  Court  would  refuse  to 
exercise  its  functions  of  taxation.  Conscious  that  such  was  the  issue  he  had  to 
expect,  and  aware  also  that  were  he  to  dissolve  the  Court  of  Financial  Represen* 
tatives,  the  same  members  would  be  sent  to  the  Combined  Court  upon  a  re-elec- 
tion, the  Governor  had  been  at  length  induced  to  admit  the  Combined  Court 
to  the  discussion  of  the  estimate,  pro  hdc  vice,  pending  the  decision  of  the  ques- 
tion of  right  and  without  prejudice  to  it :  and  in  this  way  the  estimate  had  been 
passed  when  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth  succeeded  to  the  administradon  of  the  government. 
I  am  not  surprised  that  upon  a  review  of  what  had  thus  taken  place,  he  should 
have  been  led  to  adopt  the  opinions  which  his  despatches  contain,  asi  to  the  prac- 
tical effects  resulting  from  the  theory  of  the  constitution  of  British  Guiana,  and  as 
to  the  question  connected  with  it  which  had  been  in  dispute;  but  I  cannot 
entirely  concur  in  his  views,  and  I  am  disposed  to  think  that  had  he  been  more 
fully  apprised  of  the  motives  by  which  His  Majesty's  Government  had  been 
guided  in  the  course  of  their  controversy  with  the  popular  portion  of  the  local 
^  authorities  in  British  Guiana,  he  would  have  perceived  that  there  were  peculiar 
circumstances  which  rendered  the  practical  result  in  the  case  of  the  estimate  for 
1832  by  no  n>eans  so  conclusive  of  the  general  question  as  it  must  naturally  have 
appeared  to  him  at  first  sight. 

Had  the  entire  and  ultimate  power  in  the  matter  rested  with  the  representative 
and  constituent  bodies  in  the  colony,  the  Court  of  Policy,  the  Court  of  Financial 
Representatives,  the  Combined  Court,  the  College  of  Electors,  and  the  inhabitants 
enjoying  the  franchise,  it  must  have  been  admitted  that  an  appeal  by  the  Govern- 
ment from  one  to  another  of  these  bodies,  would  be  of  no  effect,  and  the  conclu- 
sion which  the  Lieutenant-governor  was  led  to  adopt  would  be  matter  of  almoat 
unavoidable  inference* 

.  But  His  Majesty'9  Government  have  at  all  times  maintained,  and  upon  the 
clearest  proofs,  which  have  only  been  multiplied  to  a  superfluous  extent  as  the 
question  has  been  further  inquired  into,  that  the  ultimate  and  supreme  authority 
of  legislation  for  the  colony  resides  in  the  sovereign  power  of  the  Parent  States.  In 
that  power  it  was  vested  (as  I  have  already  informed  you)  during  the  possession  of 
the  colony  by  Holland }  and  the  articles  of  capitulation,  even  were  they  to  be 
considered  as  in  force  after  the  final  cession  under  treaty,  would  not  give  more 
permanency  to  any  part  of  the  colonial  constitution  than  to  this.  So  long  as  this 
last  resort  is  available,  it  would  be  an  error  to  suppose  that  a  power  over  the  sum 
total  is  equivalent  to  a  power  over  the  items ;  or  that  since  the  Combined  Court 
can  refuse  to  find  ways  and  means  to  meet  any  expenditure  whatever,  it  is  useless 
to  deny  it  the  power  of  regulating  the  expenditure  in  detail.  The  supreme  power 
of  the  Sovereign  is  not  one  which  it  would  be  wise  or  expedient  to  apply  to  the 
adjustment  of  details  or  the  determination  of  items ;  but  it  is  one  which  would  be 
eminently  applicable  in  the  extreme  case  of  one  of  the  constituted  authorities  of 
the  colony  repudiating  its  proper  functions,  in  order  to  force  an  admbsion  to 
functions  not  legitimately  belonging  to  it«  The  interposition  of  the  sovereign 
power  upon  such  occasions  as  these  was  evidently  contemplated  in  the  consti- 
tution of  the  colony  ;  for  without  it  the  scheme  of  that  constitution  could  have  had 
no  coherency,  and  the  distribution  of  functions  between  the  Court  of  Policy  and 
the  Combined  Court  would  have  been  without  the  balance  requbite  to  give  it 
effect. 

This  exercise  of  supreme  power  does  not  appear  to  have  entered. into  the  views 
by  which  the.  Lieutenant-governor  was  guided  when  he  wrote  the  despatches  lo 
which  I  have  referred;  and  I  conceive  that  he  was  deterred  from  taking  it  into 
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account  by  perceiving  that,  tbougb  the  extreme  ctise  had  actually  arisen  in  the         j^^  ^ 
year  1 832,  His  Majesty's  Government  had  not  had  recourse  to  it.     This  absti-  ^^tX  of  Aberdeen 
nence  is  to  be  explained^  however,  upon  grounds  which  belong  merely  to  the  pecu-  to  Lieat.-Geu. 
liar  circumstances  of  that  period.     The  vital  questions  concerning  slavery,  which  Sir  L.  Smith,  Bart, 
were  then  undecided  and  obviously  approaching  to  a  crisis,  rendered  it  the  duty  *  March  1835. 
of  His^  Majesty's  Government  to  exercise  the  utmost  forbearance  upon  all  other      " 
points  in  dispute  with  the  West  Indian  colonies,  and  not  to  embarrass  an  object  of 
such  paramount  importance  by  involving  with  it  any  minor  controversies.     His 
Majesty's  Government  therefore. did  not  express  any  disapproval  of  the  provisional 
admission  of  the  Combined  Court  to  vote  upon  the  estimate  in  1832,  which  Sir 
B.  D'Urban  had  only  conceded  on  the  express  condition  that  it  was  not  to  be  con 
sidered  as  a  precedent,  or  in  any  way  to  affect  the  question  of  right. 

But  when  the  great  question  of  slavery  had  been  brought  to  an  issue,  and  in  a 
manner  which  evinced  much  consideration  for  the  interests  of  the  colonists,  there 
was  no  longer  the  same  motive  for  delaying  the  consideration  of  the  constitutional 
question,  and  His  Majesty's  Governmebt  might  have  felt  themselves  perfectly  at 
liberty  to  deal  with  that  question  at  once  upon  its  own  merits.  In  deference, 
nevertheless,  to  the  opinions  which  were  contained  in  the  Lieutenant-governor's 
despatch  of  the  6th  September,  or,  perhaps,  from  an  anxiety  to  avoid  any  collision 
with  the  colonists  which  there  was  not  an  immediate  and  manifest  necessity  to 
encounter,  Mr.  Secretary  Stanley  expressed  his  willingness  to  waive  the  question 
concerning  the  functions  of  the  Combined  Court,  on  condition  of  a  Civil  List  of 
17,500  /.  being  secured  to  the  Crown,  exclusive  of  the  acre-monies  and  balances  of 
fees,  and  the  proceeds  of  fines,  quit-rents,  and  wood-cutting  licences,  which  already 
belonged  to  the  King's  chest  This  demand  the  Lieutenant-governor  considered  to 
be  more  than  the  colonists  could  be  fairly  expected  to  meet ;  but  the  grounds  upon 
which  be  took  this  view  of  it  are  not,  I  must  confess,  completely  apparent  to  me 
from  the  statements  contained  in  his  despatches  of  the  14th  May  and  19th  June. 
He  therein  represents  the  King's  chest  as  having,  for  the  preceding  10  years, 
"possessed  no  more  than  an  average  income  of 

£.  12,700  from  Tax  on  Slaves. 
200  from  Acre-money. 
452  from  Wood-cutting  licences. 
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and  as  tbe  latter  two  items  are  not  included  in  the  demand  of  1 7,500  2.,  he  repre- 
sents that  sum  as  being  required  as  a  substitute  for  nothing  but  the  12,700/. 
derived  from  the  slave-tax,  which  was  about  to  cease  of  necessity,  owing  to  the 
abolition  c^  slavery.  So  far  I  clearly  understand  his  calculations ;  but  he  has 
omitted  from  them  the  revenue  belonging  to  tbe  King's  chest  of  Berbice,  and  the 
grounds  of  this  omission  are  not  equally  clear  to  me.  Before  the  union,  the  whole 
of  tbe  revenues  of  Berbice  were  raised  and  appropriated  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
Crown.  When  the  union  was  effected,  the  Crown  gave  up  to  be  appropriated  by 
the  Court  of  Policy,  a  part  of  them  bearing  the  same  proportion  to  the  whole  that 
the  colonial  chest  of  Demarara  bore  to  the  whole  revenue  of  that  colony ;  and 
thus  the  Berbice  revenue  was  divided  into  a  King's  chest  and  a  Colonial  chest 
on  the  same  footing  as  the  Demerara  revenue.  The  Lieutenant-governor  says, 
^'  There  has  also  been,  since  the  union  with  Berbice,  a  balance  of  about  5,000  /• 
remitted  from  the  King's  chest  at  Berbice,  in  aid  of  the  King's  chest  at  Demarara ; 
but  as  the  King's  chest  at  Berbice  was  at  the  time  of  the  remittance,  and  still 
continues,  in  debt  more  than  6,000  /.,  it  is  evident  that  no  similar  assistance  was 
in  future  to  be  looked  for."  Now  as  the  King's  chest  proportion  of  Berbice 
revenue  has  amounted,  upon  the  same  average  of  10  years  which  the  Lieutenant- 
governor  assumes  as  the  basis  of  his  calculation,  to  an  annual  sum  of  little  less 
than  4,000  Z.,  (the  total  average  annual  revenue  for  the  same  period  having  been 
16,100/.,)  and  as  this  King's  chest  revenue  has  been  relieved  since  the  union 
from  almost  all  the  charges  upon  it,  I  should  have  conceived  that,  even  if  payment 
of  the  present  del>t  of  Berbice  were  to  be  provided  by  it,  (for  which  payment, 
however,  it  was  understood  at  the  union  that  a  special  extra-revenue  was  to  be 
levied)  the  future  produce  might  be  fairly  taken  into  account  as  an  essential  ele- 
ment in  the  adjustment  of  a  Civil  List.  It  is  true  that  the  revenue  of  Berbice, 
like  that  of  Demerara,  consisted  chiefly  of  the  proceeds  of  a  capitation  tax  on 
404.  B  2  slaves, 
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No.  1.  slaves,  which,  technically  at  least,  would  cease  with  the  abolition  of  slavery ;  but 
Earl  of  Aberdeen  the  same  reasons  which  authorized  the  expectation  of  a  Civil  List  revenue  based 
to  Lietu.-GeiL  upon  the  proceeds  of  the  capitation  slave-tax  in  Demarara,  would  extend  that 
f  MardTi^^^  ^^^^^  *^  ^^^  proceeds  of  the  similar  tax  in  Berbice.  Nor  is  there  wanting  a  still 
stronger  basis  for  such  an  expectation  ;  for  since  the  powers  of  taxation  and  ap- 
propriation were  in  the  Crown  alone  in  the  colony  of  Berbice  before  its  union 
with  Demarara,  the  only  authority  which  His  Majesty's  Government  would  require 
for  the  re-application  of  these  powers  to  the  present  purpose,  would  be  an  ordj^  of 
His  Majesty  in  Council  repealing  so  much  of  the  order  for  uniting  the  colonies  as 
devolved  functions  of  financial  administration  upon  other  functionaries  than  the 
Governor  or  Lieutenant-governor  of  Berbice.  I  apprehend  therefore  that  the  sum 
of  1 7,500  /.,  for  which  Mr.  Secretary  Stanley  directed  the  Lieutenant-governor  to 
stipulate,  was  calculated  as  a  substitute  for  the  united  King's  chests  of  Deme- 
rara  and  Berbice;  and  I  am  the  more  confirmed  in  this  supposition  from 
perceiving  that  the  only  charges  specially  connected  with  Berbice  the  liquidation 
of  which.it  was  desirable  to  secure  upon  the  Civil  List,  namely,  the  charges  on 
account  of  pensions  to  retired  public  officers,  were  included  amongst  those  which 
Mr.  Stanley  specified  in  his  despatch  of  the  31st  of  March,  as  being  to  be  provided 
for  out  of  the  17,500/.  The  charges  of  this  nature  had  been  reduced  by  the 
death  of  Mr.  Beard  and  the  re-employment  of  Mr.  Nixon,  to  the  sums  of  700  /. 
and  680  /.,  on  account  of  the  pensions  of  Mr.  Hallam  and  Mr.  Innes ;  and  thus 
the  sum  assumed  to  remain  disposable  for  the  other  services  borne  on  the  Civil  List, 
.  was  the  more  considerable  in  amount.  Unless,  therefore,  there  are  some  reasons 
not  yet  known  to  me  which  could  place  the  King's  chest  revenue  of  Berbice  upon 
a  different  footing  from  the  King*s  chest  revenue  of  Demerara,  when  viewed  as  a 
consideration  for  the  vote  of  a  Civil  List,  I  shall  not  be  able  to  concur  in  the 
favourable  opinion  which  the  Lieutenant-governor  expressed  in  his  despatch  of  the 
14th  May  1833,  as  to  the  proposal  of  the  Combined  Court  to  adopt  a  Civil  List 
of  14,480  /.  per  annum,  subject  to  certain  contingent  reductions,  and  including  ail 
proceeds  of  fees,  acre-monies,  fines,  and  all  other  independent  sources  of  revenue, 
instead  of  a  sum  of  17,500  /.  |)er  annum,  excluding  all  those  sources  of  revenue. 

Even,  therefore,  were  the  Combioed  Court  to  continue  in  the  disposition  which 
dictated  its  resolution  on  the  28th  of  April  last,  1  could  not,  as  at  present  advised, 
authorize  you  to  accept,  in  return  for  a  surrender  of  all  other  revenue,  a  Civil  List 
of  only  14,480/.  per  annum.  But  it  appears  by  the  Lieutenant-governor's 
despatch.  No.  28,  of  the  26th  September  last,  that  there  is  now  but  little  likeli- 
hood that  the  Combined  Court  will  vote  either  the  civil  list  proposed  by  Mr.  Stan- 
ey,  which  alone  I  could  sanction,  or  that  proposed  by  themselves,  or  indeed  any 
supplies  whatever.  His  anticipation  of  such  a  course  of  conduct  on  the  part  of 
the  Combined  Court,  founded  not  upon  the  merits  of  the  financial  question  at  issue, 
or  of  any  constitutional  question  connected  with  it,  but  upon  the  desire  to  enforce 
the  enactment  of  measures  of  unnecessary  coercion  towards  the  apprentices,  neces- 
sarily re-opens  the  whole  question,  and  imposes  on  His  Majesty's  Government  the 
duty  of  reconsidering  it,  with  a  view  to  the  m^easures  which  may  be  required  of 
them  in  the  event  of  the  Lieutenant-governor's  anticipations  being  fulfilled. 

In  thus  expressing  myself,  I  would  bv  no  means  be  understo^  as  pnejudging 
any  proposal  which  may  be  brought  beiore  the  colonial  authorities  for  enacting 
additional  laws  to  regulate  the  labour  of  the  apprentices,  or  as  declaring  any 
opinion  as  to  whether  an  addition  to  the  laws  upon  this  head  be  or  be  not  requisite. 
All  that  I  would  be  understood  to  affirm  is,  that  these  are  matters  which  have  no 
legitimate  connexion  with  the  question  concerning  the  Civil  List  revenue  ;  and  that 
when  an  endeavour  is  anticipated  to  make  the  latter  the  means  of  influencing  the 
former,  it  becomes  tlie  duty  of .  His  Majesty's  Government  to  reconsider  the.  con- 
stitutional and  financial  questions  at  large,  in  order  that  they  may  be  prepared  to 
meet  such  an  attempt. 

Before  I  proceed  to  explain  my  own  views  upon  this  head,  it  will  be  convenient 
that  I  should  notice  two  suggestions  of  the  Lieutenant-governor's :  the  one  for  pro- 
viding a  civil  list  by  a  tonnage  duty  of  three  shillings  upon  ships  entering  the  colo- 
nial ports ;  the  other  for  effecting  the  like  provision  by  paying  into  the  colopial 
treasury  a  per-centage  upon  the  duties  levied  upon  the  produce  of  the  colony  im- 
ported into  England.  The  objection  to  the  former  of  these  projects  is,  that  it  would 
shift  from  the  planting  to  the  shipping  interest  a  burthen  which  it  properly  belongs 
to  the  former  interest  to  support,  inasmuch  as  the  maintenance  of  the.  colonial  esta- 
blishments is  more  directly  and  indispensably  necessary  to  the  productiveness  of 
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-die  plantations  than  to  the  employment  of  the  ships.  His  Majesty's  Government  No.  1 . 
eooldnot  consent,  on  grounds  of  mere  convenience  to  the  Crown,  (even  if  this  par-  E«^l  of  Aberde^i 
•ticular  convenience  were  more  apparent)  to  make  a  Change  in  the  allocation  of  g^  L^^SmiibTBart. 
the  burthens  borne  by  the  different  classes  of  His  Majesty's  subjects  which  is  not  1  March  1835.^ 
^led  for  by  some  plain  motives  of  justice,  or  some  principle  of  commercial  . 
policy  which  is  ultimately  resolvable  into  considerations  of  the  like  nature.  The 
objection  to  the  latter  of  the  suggestions  is  yet  more  conclusive.  It  is,  in  point  of 
fact,  a  proposal  for  throwing  the  expense  of  the  civil  establishment  of  British 
Ouiana  upon  the  resources  of  the  mother  country,  in  deference  to  an  unreasonable 
refusal  of  supplies  by  the  colonists.  The  argument  which  the  Lieutenant-governor 
urges  in  favour  of  it  in  his  despatch  of  the  19th  June  1834  is,  that  "  the  treasury 
of  the  united  empire  benefited  last  year  by  duties  levied  on  the  produce  of  the 
colony,  to  the  amount  of  2,728,061  /.'*  He  observes  that  one  per  cent,  upon  these 
duties  would  amount  to  27,280  ?.,  a  sum  which  if  granted  and  "  paid  back"  to  the 
colony  would  be  sufiicien^for  a  liberal  Civil  List;  and  that  the  judicious  appropria- 
tion of  this  sum  could  not  fail  to  awaken  a  very  different  feeling  towards  His 
Majesty's  Government  from  that  generated  by  the  frequent  discussion  of  items  of 
expenditure,  ^*  the  total  amount  of  which  is  trifling  and  ridiculous  when  put  into 
the  scale  with  the  magnificent  income  derived  by  the  mother  country  firom  the  pro- 
vince." This  view  of  the  subject  proceeds  upon  an  hypothesis  which  formerly 
was  generally  received,  but  is  contradicted  not  merely  by  modern  theories  con- 
cerning the  principles  of  taxation  which  might  be  deemed  too  abstrusely  scientific 
to  be  n'ee  from  doubt,  but  by  a  doctrine  which  has  been  of  late  years  not  more 
plainly  demonstrated  by  scientific  inquirers  tban  universally  recognized  amongst 
well-informed  mercantile  men.  It  is  perfectly  understood  in  these  classes  that 
import  duties  which  are  not  discriminating,  are  paid  by  the  consuming  country,  and 
not  by  the  exporting  or  producing  country.  So  long  as  the  people  of  Great 
Britain  are  enabled  to  pay  the  price  of  the  sugar  imported  from  British  Guiana, 
together  with  the  duty  charged  upon  it,  the  same  advantage  would  accrue  to  the 
revenue,  whether  the  sugar  were  brought  from  that  colony,  or  from  any  other 
country  which  could  produce  it  at  the  same  cost.  It  would  be  impossible  there* 
fore  to  support  a  proposition  for  paying  the  expenses  of  a  colony  out  of  the 
import  duties  on  its  produce,  unless  it  could  be  shown  that  there  was  a  discrimi- 
nation against  the  produce  of  the  colony  as  compared  with  the  like  produce 
brought  from  other  places ;  and  in  the  case  of  the  West  India  colonies  the  discri- 
mination upon  the  principal  species  of  produce  is  not  against  them,  but  largely  in 
their  favour. 

Passing,  therefore,  from  these  projects,  I  come  to  the  measures  which  His 
Majesty's  Government  would  preferably  take  into  their  consideration,  if  the  Com- 
bined Court  were  to  refuse  to  vote  a  permaneht  Civil  List  of  17,500  /.,  in  commu- 
tation for  the  united  King*s  chest  revenues  of  Demerara  and  Berbice,  exclusive 
of  the  balances  of  fees  and  other  sources  of  revenue  pointed  out  in  Mr.  Secretary 
Stanley's  despatch  of  the  22d  February  1834.  The  general  tenor  of  these  mea» 
sures  would  be  to  ascertain  with  precision  the  amount  of  Demerara  and  Berbice 
revenue  permanently  leviable  and  applicable  at  the  discretion  of  the  King's 
Government,  upon  an  average  of  years  preceding  the  union  of  the  colonies,  and  to 
interpose  the  sovereign  power  of  the  parent  state  to  authorize  the  collection  of  an 
equivalent  revenue ;  the  sufficient  sources  of  such  revenue  to  be  indicated  and 
determined  by  the  Combined  Court,  if  it  should  be  their  pleasure  to  exercise  that 
function,  and  if  not,  by  His  Majesty  in  Council;  the  accounts  of  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  said  revenue  to  be  laid  annually  before  the  Court  of  Policy  and  pub- 
lished in  the  Colonial  Gazette. 

For  measures  of  this  nature,  whether  or  not  it  might  be  fitting  to  apply  for  Parlia- 
mentary sanction  in  the  fii-st  instance.  His  Majesty's  Government  would  of  course 
be  responsible  to  Parliament  in  the  issue.  It  would  be,  therefore,  after  a  careful  and 
deliberate  inquiry  into  the  extent  of  the  royal  authority,  that  they  would  take  their 
decision ;  nor  would  they  fail  to  prepare  themselves  fully  to  meet  every  topic  of 
argument  which  might  be  urged  against  their  course  of  proceeding. 

I  have  already  adverted  to  the  articles  of  capitulation  (so  much  dwelt  upon  by 
the  colonial  delegates  who  visited  this  country),  and  intimated  that  even  were 
they  to  be  considered  binding  down  to  the  present  time,  the  article  which  stipu- 
lates for  the  maintenance  of  the  laws  of  the  country  must  inevitably  be  construed 
to  maintain,  and  not  to  abrogate,  that  most  vital  law  which  recognized  a  supreme 
and  over-ruling  power  of  legislation  as  appertaining  to  the  sovereignty  of  the 
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No.  i.         Parent  State.     If  articles  of  capitulation  purport  to  maintain  inviolate  a  comd^ 

Earl  of  Aberdeen     tution  which,  in  point  of  fact,  has  not  at  the  moment,  nor  ev^r  has  had,  any 

to  Lieut-Gen.^^  existence  in  the  colony,  it  wouW  be  absurd  to  consider  such  articles  as  of  force  to 

f^IajchT^/*  create  that  which  they  thus  fallaciously  pretend  to  continue.     There  is  strong 

^...___^       reason  to  believe,  and  should  it  be  necessary  to  push  the  inquiry  so  far,  it  will  pro* 

bably  be  easy  to  establish,  that  the  Court  of  Policy  was  not  really  a  legidative 

body  in  the  usual  sense  of  the  term,  previously  to  the  capture,  and  that  its  func«- 

tions  were  confined  to  assisting  the  Governor  in  some  matters  of  merely  municipai 

regulation.     But  the  pretension  to  be  a  supreme  and  independent  legislature  was 

not  even  distinctly  advanced,  and  can  certainly  be  most  distinctly  disproved ;  and  if 

the  articles  were  to  be  supposed  to  imply  this  assertion,  the  only  inference  would  be, 

that  they  were  made  thus  contradictory  to  themselves  for  the  purpose  of  deception^ 

There  can  be  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  broad  and  single  purport  which  the 

grantor  of  the  article  understood  and  was  known  to  understand  that  it  conveyed, 

was,  that  the  colony  was  to  be  governed  under  England  as  it  had  been  under  Hd* 

land,  and  that  the  general  structure  of  its  internal  polity  was  to  be  upholden. 

But  in  truth  were  it  even  credible  that  a  popular  constitution  was  to  be  newly 
panted  to  a  colony  at  the  moment  of  its  surrender  to  the  arms  of  a  foreign  power^ 
It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  articles  of  capitulation  intended  to  regulate  a  tenure 
by  a  hostile  power  during  war,  are  of  avail  to  fix  the  laws  of  the  colony  in  per- 
petuity. At  the  termination  of  the  war,  the  very  possession  itself  of  the  colony 
became  a  matter  of  arrangement  between  the  countries  theretofore  belligerent,  and 
when  that  question  was  decided  by  the  treaty  of  peace  in  favour  of  England,  she 
held  the  colony  from  that  time  forth,  not  in  virtue  of  the  conquest  and  capitula- 
tion, but  in  virtue  of  the,  cesi^ion  by  treaty. 

But  although  for  these  reasons  the  terms  of  capitulation  would  not  in  themselves 
oppose  any  formal  obstacle  to  an  assumption  of  power  to  which  no  objections 
otherwise  derived  could  be  urged,  yet  it  would  be  with  reluctance,  and  only  upon 
some  occasion  of  plain  necessity  and  justice,  that  the  Government  would  make 
any  innovation  in  the  constitution  of  the  colony,  as  existing  under  the  Dutch  rule, 
and  continued  during  the  war  in  virtue  of  the  terms  of  surrender.  The  power  of 
the  sovereign  was,  however,  so  absolute  in  the  time  of  the  possession  by  Holland, 
that  there  is  perhaps  scarcely  any  exercise  of  such  power  which  could  be  termed 
an  innovation  upon  the  Dutch  polity.  But  further,  His  Majesty's  Government 
would  not,  without  a  plainly  sufficient  cause»  innovate  even  upon  the  system  of 
internal  government  of  which  the  colonists  have  been  in  the  permitted  exercise 
subsequently  to  the  capture  and  cession,  whether  it  were  or  were  not  conformable 
to  the  previously  established  regimen :  The  Government  would  be  desirous  to  con- 
tinue to  the  colonists  the  same  permission  which  they  have  heretofore  enjoyed,  if 
there  were  not  some  change  of  circumstances  affording  a  substantial  reason  for 
them  to  withdraw  it. 

His  Majesty's  Government  would  be  ready,  if  necessary,  to  represent  to  Par- 
liament that  such  a  reason  was  to  be  found  in  a  refusal  by  the  Combined  Court  to 
provide  an  equivalent  Civil  List  revenue  in  commutation  for  those  revenues  which 
were  disposable  at  the  discretion  of  the  Crown,  and  which  a  change  of  circum- 
stances has  now  rendered  no  longer  available. 

That  such  a  proceeding  would  be  an  encroachment  upon  popular  rights  would 
be  manifestly  the  reverse  of  the  truth.  If  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  British  Guiana 
were  to  abolish  at  the  same  time  the  means  which  the  Government  have  heretofore 
possessed  for  administering  law  and  justice  in  the  colony,  and  leave  the  Govern- 
ment dependent  for  the  restoration  of  those  means  upon  the  proprietary  interest, 
or  in  other  words,  the  masters  of  the  apprentice  population,  it  is  clear  that  a  very 
considerable  counteraction  to  the  measures  and  policy  of  Parliament  would  be 
effected.  His  Majesty's  Government  would  be  ready  to  state  to  Parliament  that 
in  a  colony  where  the  salaries  of  the  governor,  judges,  and  other  principal  func- 
tionaries, as  well  as  all  funds  for  contingent  expenses,  were  liable  to  be  stopped 
from  year  to  year,  they  could  not  be  responsible  for  securing  the  impartial  adminis- 
tration of  justice,  or  for  an  efficient  execution  of  their  duties  by  the  officers  of 
Government,  or  for  the  preservation  of  good  order  and  tranquillity. 

When  Parliament  should  be  apprised  of  these  circumstances,  and  informed  that' 
the  revenue  applied  for  was  not  additional,  but  merely  in  substitution  for  a  revenue 
formerly  accruing,  and  that  the  planters,  though  possessed  for  the  present  of  the 
stipulated  labour  of  the  apprentices  as  well  as  of  the  credit  and  capital  derived 
from  the  vote  of  compensation,  refused  to  pay  that  tax  for  the  apprentices  which 
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they  had  hitherto  paid  for  the  slaves,  His  Majesty's  Government  eannot  doubt 
tfiat  they  should  be  acquitted  of  any  disposition  whatever  to  derogate  from  any 
popular  privileges  of  the  colonists,  however  unfonnded  in  law,  and  that  Parliament 
would  warrant  them  in  the  exercise  of  any  power  which  should  be  measured  by 
the  necessity,  justice,  and  expediency  of  the  case. 

I  have  now  put  you  in  possession  of  the  general  views  which  His  Majesty's 
Government  entertain  as  to  the  course  to  which  they  may  be  compelled  to  resort, 
io  the  event  of  the  necessary  supplies  being  refused  by  the  Combined  Court  of 
Policy  and  Financial  Representatives  of  British  Guiana.  I  have  purposely 
avoided  mixing  up  with  this  que&^on  of  more  immediate  urgency,  that  of  th«i 
measures  which  ought  to  be  taken  for  the  redemption  of  the  Berbice  debt,  the 
collection  of  the  acre-money,  and  contraction  of  the  paper  currency  of  that  district, 
aaad  the  alteration  which  the  Lieutenant-govenior  has  proposed  in  the  rate  at 
which  the  guilder  is  ordered  to  be  received  in  exchange  for  the  pound  sterlings 
Neither  have  I  thought  it  expedient  to  reply  in  this  despatch  to  the  comments 
which  the  Li^itenant-govemor  has  made  upon  the  several  claims  to  pensions  for 
which  provision  has  been  directed  to  be  made  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  colony* 
On  this  latter  subject,  however,  I  shall  address  you  by  the  present  opportunity  in 
a  separate  despatch. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)        Aberdeen. 


No.  1. 
Eftrt  of  Aberdeen 
to  Lieut.-Geii. 
Sir  L.  Smith,  Barl^ 
1  Mardi  1835. 


—  No.  2.  — 

(No.  29.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Earl  o(  Aberdeen  to  Lieutenant-General 
Sir  JJond  Smith,  Bart.,  kx.b. 

Sir»  Downiug-street,  1  March  1835. 

In  ray  despatch  No.  28  of  this  date,  I  have  explained  to  you  the  views  which 
His  Majesty's  Government  entertain  of  the  course  which  it  will  be  expedient  to 
^opt,  in  the  event  of  the  Combuied  Court  of  policy  and  Fioancial  Representatives 
refusing  to  secure  permanently  to  His  Majesty  the  Civil  List  revenue  which  was 
proposal  by  Mr.  Stanley  as  a  commutation  for  the  reveque  of  the  King's  chests  of 
Demerara  and  Berbice.  I  have  included  in  that  despatch  most  of  the  topics  on 
which  it  occurred  to  me  that  it  might,  in  the  first  instance,  become  necessary  for 
you  to  make  a  written  and  formal  communication  to  the  ComUned  Couurt,  of  the 
views  of  His  Majesty's  Government  i  but  in  entering  upon  the  subject  to  this 
extent,  I  have  not  supposed  that  you  would  be  inevitably  compelled  to  communis 
cate  to  that  body  the  whole,  or  even  perhaps  any  portion,  of  my  despatch.  It  wa9 
my  purpose  on  the  contrary  that,  whilst  you  should  have  it  in  your  ppwer  to  cpmn 
inunicate  the  whole  if  necessary  or  advisable^  you  should  exercise  your  own  judgment 
upon  the  matter,  and  withhold  it  altogether,  or  communicate  it  in  extract,  as  you 
might  find  most  expedient.  I  have  now  to  address  to  you  some  remarks  which 
could  not  with  equal  convenience  have  found  a  place  in  a  despatch  designed  for 
your  assirtance  in  the  first  opening  of  the  negotiation  with  which  you  are  charged, 
but  which  will  be  necessary  for  your  guidance  in  the  conduct  of  it.  This  despatcl^ 
you  will  not  find  it  expedient  to  communicate  to  the  Court  of  Policy  otherwise  than 
in  extract. 

In  my  despatch,  No.  28, 1  have  not  proceeded  to  discuss,  thou^  I  did  not  fail 
to  observe  the  limited  duration  of  six  years  which  the  Combined  Court  would  assign 
to  the  reduced  Civil  list  revenue  proposed  by  them,  in  substitution  for  that  which 
was  required  by  Mr.  Stanley  to  be  established  permanently.  It  is  of  course  to  be 
anticipated  that,  even  if  the  Combined  Court  could  now  be  brought  to  ^ant  the 
larger  revenue,  they  would  attempt  to  impose  the  like  limitation  of  time.  I  have 
remarked  that  on  the  other  hand^the  concession  of  privileges  by  which  it  is  proposed 
that  the  Crown  should  efiect  this  compromise,  is  not  expressly  allowed  to  be  in  like 
manner  temporary  and  provisional.  The  position  in  which  the  Crown  might  be 
placed  at  the  end  of  six  years,  is  therefore  a  subject  which  demands  my  attention. 

The  Lieutenant-governor  has  considered  that  the  great  change  which  will 
take  place  in  the  colonial  society  at  the  expiration  of  the  apprenticeship  affords 
plausible  justification  to  the  Combined  Court  for  not  extending  beyond  that  period 
any  fiscal  arrangement  which  may  be  now  adopted.     It  is  indeed  probable  that 
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No.  2. 
Earl  of  Aberdeen 
to  Lieut-Geo. 
Sir  L.  Smith,  Bart. 
1  March  1835. 
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No.  2.  any  such  arrangement  would  have  to  be  re-considered  atthattimei  whether  its 

Earl  of  Aberdeen      continuance  should  be  at  the  will  of  the  Crown  or  at  that  of  the  Combined  Couit; 
to  Lieut..Gen,_       But  in  order  to  determine  to  which  authority  the  reconsideration  of  it  should 
1  i^4°™i83<  ^^  belong,  or  to  what  particulars  the  one  or  the  other  authority  should  be  held  a|;)pU- 
;  '    cable,  it  will  be  necessary  to  look  more  at  large  into  the  question  than  it  was  con- 

venient to  do  in  my  public  deispatch. 

The  preponderating  power  of  the  Crown  in  the  Government  of  British  Guiana 
which  has  hitherto  subsisted,  can  only  be  maintained  by  the  possession  of  an  inde^ 
pendent  revenue  sufficient  to  support  the  esssential  institutions  of  a  civilized 
society  without  appealing  to  any  of  the  popular  and  mixed  bodies  of  the  colony^ 
or  by  the  exclusion  of  me  Combined  Court  from  all  functions,  except  those  of 
appointing  the  ways  and  means  and  auditing  the  public  accounts — an  exclusion 
which  (as  I  have  observed  in  my  other  despatch)  implies  a  supreme  power 
in  the  Crown  to  take  order  for  the  execution  of  those  functions  by  other  nieans 
should  the  Combined  Court  refuse  to  discharge  them. 

The  express  limitation  of  the  Civil  List  revenue  to  six  years,  accompanied  by  the 
admission  of  the  Combined  Court  to  the  larger  financial  functions  which  they  claim, 
even  though  the  admission  should  be  avowedly  provisional,  would  at  the  end  of 
that  term  throw  the  Crown  into  the  same  dilemma  in  which  it  stands  at  present, 
either  of  accepting  any  proposals  which  may  be  made  to  it  by  the  Combined  Court, 
or  of  resorting  to  the  exercise  of  its  own  supreme  power  of  legislation.  And  the 
position  of  the  Crown  would  be  at  that  time  worse  than  it  is  at  present,  inasmuch 
as  six  years  permitted  exercise  of  the  functions  to  which  thfe  Combined  Court  lays 
claim  would  so  far  ripen  the  pretension,  as  to  give  it  in  the  eyes  of  superficial 
inquirers  or  partizans,  and  perhaps  even  in  general  estimation,  no  very  faint  colour 
of  legitimacy.  Assuming  therefore  that  the  Crown  would  have  to  contend  for 
its  supremacy  at  a  greater  disadvantage  in  this  respect  in  the  year  1840  than  at 
present,  it  remains  to  inquire  whether  any  countervailing  advantages  for  the 
contest  would  be  likely  to  accrue  intermediately ;  or  in  another  view  of  the  matter, 
whether  the  change  in  the  colonial  society  then  to  take  place  would  justify  the 
Government  in  declining  the  contest  altogether,  and  yielding  the  supremacy  of  the 
Crown,  as  no  longer  necessary  for  the  public  benefit.  ' 

The  reasons  for  maintaining  at  the  present  time  the  preponderating  influence 
of  the  Crown  in  British  Guiana,  are  to  be  found  in  the  legal  and  moral  condition 
of  the  community.  The  negroes  are  to  remain  during  their  apprenticeship  in  a 
state  which  partakes  but  very  partially  of  the  character  of  personal  freedom,  and 
makes  no  approximation  whatever  to  civil  liberty.  Although  they  are  to  enioy 
some  exemptions  from  the  obligations  of  absolute  slavery,  they  are  not,  during' 
this  transition,  entitled,  under  the  3d  &  4th  Will.  4,  c.  73,  to  any  rights  as 
citizens,  or  to  any  political  franchises.  Parliament  has  required  that  a  people 
who  are  thus  divested  of  any  means  except  their  physical  force  for  protecting 
themselves  from  oppression,  shall  be  maintained  by  His  Majesty's  Government  in 
the  peaceable  enjoyment  of  the  new  exemptions  which  have  been  conferred  upon 
them,  and  which  are  commonly  believed  to  be  at  variance  with  the  interests,  and 
are  certainly  opposed  to  the  rooted  habits  of  the  class  in  the  colony  who  are  pos-' 
sessed  of  property  and  political  power.  A  very  little  consideration  will  suffice 'to 
show  that  Parliament  could  not  have  intended  the  Ministers  of  the  Crown,  in^ 
undertaking  the  task  thus  imposed,  to  be  placed  in  the  situation  in  which  they 
would  find  themselves  if  the  Government  were  to  be  deprived  of  the  prepoii- 
derating  influence  which  it  has  hitherto  exercised  in  the  administration  of  the 
affairs  of  British  Guiana.  To  render  all  the  civil  and  judicial  servants  of  the 
Crown  dependent  on  the  Combined  Court,  either  for  the  present  continuance  of 
their  salaries,  or  for  the  continuance  of  them  after  the  1st  of  August  1840,  would 
be  nothing  less  than  to  impose  upon  the  Crown  the  arduous  *  task  of  limiting 
within  the  definitions  of  the  Abolition  Act  the  power  of  the  planters  over  the 
negroes,  aind,  at'the  same  time,  to  transfer  from  the  Crown  to  the  planters 
the  entire  agency  through  which  any  effect  can  be  given  to  the  will  or  the  mea- 
sures of  a  Government.  To  suppose  that  Pariiament  can  have  contemplated  or 
would  require  such  an  assumption  of  duties  by  the  King's  Ministers,  together  witH 
such  a  reliniquishment  of  the  means  of  performing  them,  is  so  manifeistly  contrary 
to  reason,  that  should  an  appeal  to  Parliament  be  ultimately  resorted  to,  I  can- 
not entertain  a  doubt  of  the  result.  It  is  clear  that  Parliament  woiild  concur 
with  His  Majesty's  Government  in  affirming  the  expediency  o£  retaining  in  the 
Crown  its  undivided  control  over  the  principal  public  functionaries  in  the  colony; 
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U'heiher  that  object  were  to  be  secured  by  a  grant  from  the  Combined  Court  of  a         No.  2. 
permaDent  civil  list  revenue,  or  by  the  assertion  of  the  Crown's  supreme  power  of  Earl  of  Aberdeen 
l^alation.  to  Ueut.-Gen. 

The  present  difficulties  of  the  case,  therefore,  if  fairly  confronted,  would  not  be  f* %iaroir"te5.  ^^ 

found  to  be  of  a  very  formidable  character.     But  if  the  Government  were  to     " 1 

accept,  without  any  understanding  as  to  the  future,  a  civil  list  revenue  for  six  years, 
admitting  the  Combined  Court,  ad  interim^  to  the  power  of  financial  appropriation 
and  control,  the  effects  would  not  be  those  only  to  which  I  have  already 
adverted,  of  inducing,  through  the  prospective  interests,  the  immediate  depen- 
dency of  public  officers  upon  that  popular  body,  and  of  bringing  a  prescription  of 
six  years  in  aid.  of  its  pretensions ;  for,  in  addition  to  those  results,  there  would 
bave  arisen  at  the  end  of  the  six  years  a  new  state  of  circumstances,  affecting^ 
though  not  perhaps  the  intrinsic  merits,  yet  what  is  of  great  importance,  the  sim- 
plicity and  obviousness  of  the  case  to  be  brought  before  Parliament.  His  Majes- 
ty's Government  could  not  then  urge  the  necessity  of  an  independent  revenue  to 
the  support  of  their  position  as  arbitrators  between  the  planters  and  the  negro 
population,  and  administrators  of  the  laws  for  the  protection  on  the  one  band 
and  the  coercion  on  the  other  of  the  apprenticed  labourers. 

Is  it  then  to  be  anticipated  that  the  change  in  society  which  will  set  aside  these 
more  obvious  arguments  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Crown's  supremacy,  will  also 
terminate  its  real  importance  to  the  public  welfare  ?  This  is  a  view  of  the  state 
of  things  to  be  expected  in  the  colony  after  the  year  1 840,  which  appears,  to  aoy 
the  least,  to  be  open  to  the  gravest  doubts;  and  I  should  be  sorry  that  any 
measure  of  mine  tending  to  defeat  prospectively  the  rights  of  the  Crown^  should 
bave  to  seek  its  defence  in  such  a  speculation.  It  can  only  be  after  a  protracted 
series  of  years,  and  through  a  system  of  public  instruction  long  and  sedulously 
administered,  that  the  negro  population  at  large  could  possess  themselves  of  any 
political  control  as  a  constituency,  even  if  an  elective  franchise  were  conferred 
upon  them.  It  is  impossible,  therefore,  that  the  constitution  of  British  Guiana 
can  become,  witlun  any  limits  of  time  to  which  we  are  now  to  look  forward,  in 
any  proper  sense  of  the  word,  popular.  Th^  choice  will  be,  not  between  a 
popular  government  and  one  in  wtiich  the  power  of  the  Crown  shall  pre()oti- 
derate,  but  between  an  independent  irresponsible  oligarchy  on  the  one  band,  and 
on  the  other  an  exercise  of  power  by  the  Crown  under  the  immediate  observation 
of  a  body  of  colonists,  and  subject  to  control  by  Parliament,  where  those  colonists 
-would  be  certain  to  find  a  competent  advocacy  against  abuse.  Of  the  ikirmer 
polity  1  know  no  reason  for  expecting  in  British  Guiana  any  other  results  than 
tliose  which  have  attended  it  in  every  other  instance  in  which  it  is  known  to  have 
existed ;  whilst  the  latter  may,  not  without  reason,  be  regarded  as  the  best  form 
of  government  under  which  an  uninstructed  population  has  ever  been  so  fortunate 
as  to  be  placed. 

.  These  are  considerations^  however,  which,  cogent  as  I  feel  them  to  be  against 
any  present  proceeding  tending  to  the  prospective  relinquislmient  of  the  Crown's 
authority  in  British  Guiana,  are  yet  not  so  plain  and  elementary  as  to  preclude 
controversy,  and  to  be  with  certainly  available  to  the-  resumption  of  such  authority 
after  it  shall  have  been  unguardedly  intermitted  for  a  period  of  six  years.  I  con- 
sider, therefore,  that  whatever  rights  of  the  Crown  it  is  intended  eventually  to 
maintain,  should  be  imtnediately  asserted,  and  that  any  practical  abeyance  into 
which  they  may  be  permitted  to  pass  for  a  time  should  be  guarded  by  a  distinct 
declaration  of  the  temporary  motives  for  the  permission,  and  of  the  intention  to 
resume  the  exercise  of  the  rights  whenever  those  motives  should  cease  to'  be  in 
force. 

The  specific  conclusions  which  I  deduce  from  this  view  of  the  subject  are : 

1.  That  although  Mr.  Stanley's  overture  must  not  be  retracted,  no  abatement 
must  be  made  from  the  substance  of  it.  If  there  should  appear  to  be  any  modi- 
fication of  it  calculated  to  secure  an  equivalent,  revenue  to  the  Crown,  which 
would  be  unobjectionable  in  itself  and  more  acceptable  to  the  Court  of  Policy, 
you  will  not  fail  to  express  your  readiness  to  accept  it  With  regard,  for  instance, 
to  the  acre-monies,  woodcutting  licences^  balances  of  fees,  and  other  sources  of 
revenue  pointed  out  in  Mr.  Stanley's  despatch  of  the  22d  February  1834,  as 
heing  to  be  reserved  to  the  Crown  m  addition  to  the  civil  list  of  17,500/.,  no 
objection  would  be  made  by  His  Majest/s  Government  to  accept,  in  commutation 
lor  these  items  of  revenue,  an  equivalent  addition  to  the  17,500/.,  calculated  on 
a  10  years' average,  and  Uien  to   engage  to  pay  over  to  the.  colonial  chest  the 

4Q4.  c  receipts 
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No.  2.        receipts  from  these  sourdes.     His  Majesty^s  Government  viould,  however^  whilst 

Enrlof  Aberd^D    tmnsferring  to  another  authority  the  appropriation  of  those  proceeds,  retain  in  their 

arL^Sm^Bart.  ^^'°   hands  the  regulation  of  the  sources  from  which   they  accrue.     Thus,  for 

I  March  iS^       example,  whatever  sums  might  be  paid  to  His  Majesty's  Government  for  wood* 

.....^_       cutting  licences,  would  be  paid  into  the  colonial  chest,  for  appropriation  in  tbe 

same  way  as  the  other  revenues  of  that  chest ;  but  His  Majesty's  Government  would 

retain  the  power  of  raising  or  reducing,  as  the  state  of  the  Crown  lands  or  other 

circumstances  should  appear  to  render  expedient,  the  amount  to  be  paid  for  these 

licences.     And  in  like  manner  the  Government  would  retain  whatever  power  it 

now  possesses  for  determining  the  amount  of  the  other  proceeds,  although  the 

appropriation  of  that  amount  would  be  determined  by  another  authority. 

2.  It  must  be,  distinctly  understood  that  the  basis  on  which  the  Crown  founds 

its  proceedings,  is  that  of  its  own  supremacy.     The  amount  of  the  revenue  to  be 

raised  for  the  King  s  chest  was  originally  fixed  by  the  sovereign  authority,  and  by 

the  same  authority  the  imposts  whence  it  was  to  be  derived  were  appointed.     Tbe 

changes  in  the  colonial  society  have  rendered  it  necessary  to  revise  these  imposts 

at  present,  and  will  render  it  necessary  to  revise  them  again  in  the  year  1840. 

His  Majesty's  Government  are  now,  and  will  be  then,  ready  to  accept  the  assist"* 

•ance  of  the  local  authorities  in  determining  the  nature  of  the  changes  in  the  mode 

of  taxation,  whether  nominal  or  substantial,  which  the  changes  of  circumstance 

shall  appear  to  cail  for  ;  but  they  do  not  seek  this  assistance  from  any  defect  in 

the  Crown's  power,  but  merely  from  a  desire  to  avail  themselves  of  competent 

local  advice  on  occasions  on  which  it  is  proper  to  do  so,  both  from  the  advantage 

which  may  be  expected  from  such  advice,  and  from  the  respect  which  is  thereby 

evinced  for  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  colony.     If  this  assistance  be  refused^ 

either  now  or  hereafter,  it  will  remain  for  His  Majesty's  Government  to  exercise 

the  powers  of  the  Crown  to  the  best  of  their  judgment  without  it. 

3.  Although  if  Mr.  Stanley's  overture  be  accepted  by  the  Combined  Court,  that 
body  will  be  admitted  to  the  exercise  of  functions  which  have  not  hitherto  belonged 
to  it  under  the  legitimate  constitution  of  British  Guiana,  yet  nothing  must  be  done 
which  would  compron)ise  the  rights  of  His  Majesty  in  Council  as  the  supreme 
legislator  for  the  colony. 

I  trust  that  I  have  now  put  you  in  full  possession  of  the  views  of  His  Majesty's 
Government  upon  these  questions ;  and  it  only  remains  for  me,  in  commending 
them  to  your  care,  to  request  that  whilst  you  maintain  firmly  and  distinctly  the 
rights  of  the  Crown,  you  will  show  every  disposition  to  conciliate  the  popular 
authorities  of  the  colony,  and  that  you  will  conduct  your  communications  with  the 
Court  of  Policy  and  the  financial  representatives  in  such  a  manner  as  to  impart  to 
them  every  character  of  personal  courtesy  and  good-will,  as  well  as  calm  deliberation 
which  it  is  possible  for  them  to  exhibit.  A  collision  between  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment and  these  bodies,  if  it  should  unfortunately  take  place,  ought  to  be,  and  to  be 
plainly  seen  to  be,  the  result  of  a  dilemma  from  which  the  Government  had  no 
escape^  and  which  no  course  of  conciliation  could  avert 

I  have,  &C. 

(signed)        Aberdeen. 

Twr     ^  — No.  3. — 

No.  3. 

Sir  Uonel  Smith  Copv  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Sir  Lionel  Smith  to  Lord  Gknelg. 

to  Lord  Glenelg, 

7  July  1835.  My  Lord,  Government  House,  Barbadoes,  7  July  1835. 

— I  HAVE  already  had  the  honour  of  generally  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  die 

Earl:  of  Aberdeen's  despatches  on  the  financial  affairs  of  British  Guiana,  being 

Nos.  27,  28,  29,  and  30,  and  I  received,  while  at  Demerara,  No.  39,  and  jour 

Lordship's  despatch,  No.  3. 

Of  these  series  of  instructions,  No.  27  is  declaratory  of  the  nature  and  extent 
of  my  duties,  and  need  not  be  further  noticed. 

No.  28  is  upon  the  Civil  List  and  constitution  of  the  government;  and  declar- 
ing the  principles  and  power  to  which  His  Majesty's  Government  would  resort, 
in  the  event  of  the  colonial  authorities  refusing  the  necessary  supplies  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  civil  government. 

No.  29  is  on  the  same  subject,  and  urging  the  grounds  on  which  I  was.  to 
insist  on  a  permanent  provision  for  those  objects.  No.  30  is  on  tbe  subject  of  pen- 
sions ;.  and  Nos  3  and  39  will  be  separately  replied  to. 

2.  I 
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'     a.  I  am  of  course  under  great  anxiety,  that  my  humble  exertions  on  this  special         No^  3. 

kluty  should  meet  your  approbation.     I  caused  No.  28  to  be  recorded  in  the  Sir  Lionel  Smitk 

minutes  of  the  Court  of  Policy,  as  defining  those  rights  of  the  Crown  which  I  ta  I^  Gleoelg, 

was  charged  to  maintain,  but  expressly  disavowing  their  use  in  the  character  of  '   "  ^  ^  ^^' 

ihreats.     1  stated  that  I  trusted  entirely  to  the  good  sense  of  the  court  to  meet 

the  objects  of  His  Majesty's  Government,  in  the  same  conciliatory  spirit  in  which 

I  proposed  ihem. 

.    I  considered  that  any  couise  which  would  compel  His  Majesty's  Ministers 

to  go  to  Parliament,  would  create  great  embarrassment  at  home,  and  resentment 

in  the  colony ;  and  I  feel  it  a  duty  to  the  Court  of  Policy  to  declare,  that  however 

tenaciously  disposed   I  found  them  on  some  points,  they  met  me  generally  in  a 

spirit  of  goodwill ;  and  I  am  certain  they  never  intended  to  resist  or  retard  a  fair 

provision  for  the  Civil  List,  and  necessary  expenses  of  the  government. 

3.  The  enclosure  No.  1  is  a  copy  of  my  whole  proceedings  with  the  Court  of 
jPoHcy  ;  not  to  swell  the  minutes  of  the  court,  many  of  my  communications  were 
verbal.  I  urged  all  I  could  for  a  permanent  Civil  List,  but  found  it  impossible 
to  get  them  into  any  arrangement,  beyond  the  expiration  of  the  period  of  appren- 
ticeship in  1 840  ;  I  so  far  failed  in  my  instructions.  When  that  time  came,  they 
declared  they  would  be  found  willing  to  act  upon  the  principle  of  voting  a  fair 
provision  for  the  Civil  List,  but  they  either  affected  to  apprehend,  or  really 
believed  a  change  of  condition  in  society,  which  might  render  it  impossible  for 
them  to  fulfil  any  engagement  for  the  future,  calculated  on  present  resources. 

.  4.  Your  Lordship  must  judge  if  it  was  worth  while  my  risking  the  substantial 
success  of  my  mission,  by  resisting  an  objection  which  I  saw  I  could  not  overcome, 
and  apparendy  founded  on  reason  and  forethought. 

5.  After  some  days  of  discussion,  all,  lam  happy  to  say,  in  perfect  good  humour, 
they  at'  last  proposed  to  me  two  Civil  Lists,  one  amounting  to  20,980/.  to  com- 
mence from  the  year  1835,  and  to  end  in  1 840,  they  receiving  over  the  fees  of  the 
public  ofiices  belonging  to  the  King's  chest ;  and  the  other  amounting  to  15,100/. 
for  the  current  year,  the  King's  chest  retaining  those  fees. 

6.  I  considered,  and  still  consider,  the  first  proposition  very  eligible  ;  but  when 
first  offered,  it  contained  two  conditions  I  could  not  admit,  because  they  inter- 

•  fered  with  the  Crown's  prerogative;  one  was,  stipulating  for  the  abolition  of  the 
office  of  the  port  captain,  now  held  by  an  officer  to  remunerate  him  as  the  Lieut.- 
govemor's  private  secretary,  the  other  for  the  reduction  of  the  salary  and  emolu- 
ments of  the  harbour  master,  both  situations  being  gitls  of  the  Crown. 

7.  They  afterwards  had  the  good  sense  to  request  to  withdraw  these  obnoxious 
conditions,  and  thus  removed  my  greatest  objection  to  their  first  proposal,  but  I 
still  object  to  their  subjecting  the  Chief  Justice's  salary  to  a  reduction  of  1,000  /., 
'whenever  that  functionary  shall  have  exceeded  1 2  months'  leave  of  absence,  an 
event  solely  controllable  by  the  King ;  and  there  is  also  an  objection  to  their  allot- 
ting distinct  salaries  to  the  Government  Secretary,  and  the  Secretary  to  the  Court  of 
Policy,  held  by  one  and  the  same  person,  because  he  should  be,  in  both  situations, 
solely  responsible  to  the  Executive. 

.  8.  In  all  other  respects,  I  think  the  proposal  of  a  Civil  List  to  the  end  of  1 840 
very  desirable ;  but  the  objections  were  sufficient  to  determine  me  to  refer  it  rather 
than  accept  it. 

9.  The  next  proposal,  a  Civil  List  for  15,100/.,  was  inadmissible,  because  it 
did  not  amount  to  the  minimum  proposed  by  Lord  Stanley  and  Lord  Aberdeen, 
and  because  it  assumed  a  right  of  their  refusing  certain  pensions  awarded  by  His 
Majesty  to  former  patentees* 

10.  Your  Lordsiiip  will  j)erceive  that  I  ultimately  succeeded  in  getting  them  to 
grants  Civil  List,  lor  the  current  year,  of  17,500/.,  which  will  provide  for  the 
arrears  of  those  pensions. 

11.  I  promised  the  court,  however,  that  I  would  recommend  to  your  Lordship 
the  abolition  of  the  office  of  port  captain;  it  obstructs  the  shipping,  the  whole 
emolument  being  from  fees  exacted  from  them  on  leaving  the  harbour,  and  is 
unjust  and  arbitrary.  Formerly,  at  Berbice,  when  the  same  office  there  existed,  a 
vessel  waa  fired  into,  and  a  man  killed,  merely  in  pursuit  of  these  harassing 
exactions. 

.  12*  Captain  Mortimer,  now  barrack  master,  declares  the  office  was  given  to  him 
by  Sir  Benjamin  D'Urban,  and  confirmed  for  life  by  the  then  Secretary  of  State, 
and  afterwards  ordered   to  be   abolished.     It  is  now  held  by  Sir  Carmichael 
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No.  3.  Smyth's  private  secretary,  Captain  Sidley,  of  the  86th  regiment,  for  whom  some 
Sir  JJonel  Smith  public  salary  should  be  allotted,  and  the  office  abolished,  unless  it  can  be  traced 
to  Lord  Glenelg,  that  Captain  Mortimer  has  a  life  claim  upon  it,  who  might  then  be  provided  for  by 
7  July  1835^  ^  vacancy  among. the  special  magistrates. 

13.  I  would  also  recommend,  prospectively,  the  reduction  of  the  salary  and  fees 
of  the  harbour  master. 

14.  I  consider  it  would  be  a  most  desirable  policy,  that  when  the  colony  has 
made  sufficient  provision  for  the  Civil  List,  the  King's  chest  should  be  abolished. 
There  has  been  little  or  no  control  over  the  Governors,  who  from  time  to  tim^ 
have  had  the  appropriation  of  money  from  that  source ;  and  though  the  present 
Lieutenant-governor  has  been  remarkably  careful  and  economical,  it  was  formerly 
a  subject  of  constant  collision  between  the  Executive  and  the  Court  of  Policy,  the 
one  exercising  the  unlimited  disposal  of  its  resources,  apd  the  oth^  jealous  of  their 
application.  In  1833  Sir  Beniamin  D'Urban  drew  upon  the  Treasury  for  5,048/. 
topay  civil  officers'  salaries  in  liemerara,  and  2,985/.  for  retired  allowances  to  civil 
omcei*s  in  Berbice ;  and  when  I  called  upon  the  Court  of  Policy  to  dischai^  these 
sums  to  the  Home  Treasury,  they  replied  they  had  provided  for  the  Civil  List  for 
that  year,  and  could  not  be  called  upon  to  pay  any  more.  There  was  no  answering 
this  ;  but  when  Sir  Benjamin  D'Urban  resorted  to  the  King's  chesty  by  some  mis- 
management it  was  empty,  and  he  therefore  had  to  draw  on  England.  I  am 
happy  to  say  the  court  agreed  to  admit  these  sums  in  their  proposed  financial 
arrangement  consequent  upon  being  allowed  their  Parliamentary  relief,  so  that 
it  will  ultimately  be  liquidated. 

15.  It  now  only  remains  for  me  to  show  your  Lordship  the  liabilities  of  the  King^s 
chest  to  the  end  of  1835,  and  the  ways  and  means  for  the  same  period,  giving  a 
list  of  the  salaries  (Nos.  2  and  3.) 

16.  Your  Lordship  will  observe,  that  out  of  79924/.  for  pensions  that  will  be 
due  at  the  end  of  this  year,  I  ordered  the  arrears  to  the  end  of  1 834  to  be  remitted 
ipimediately  ;  and  the  Secretary  was  charged  to  buy  bills  for  the  purpose  before  I  left 
the  colony,  and  to  send  them  to  the  colonial  agents,  which  your  Lordship  will  find 
conformable  to  my  instructions.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  whole  pensions  for 
1835  will  be  remitted,  and  thenceforth,  quarterly. 

1 7.  In  regard  to  Mr.  McDonald's  responsibility  to  Mr.  Hallam,  as  his  deputy, 
for  a  pension  of  700/.  a  year,  I  found,  after  a  careful  inspection  of  his  accounts, 
it  would  be  quite  impossible  for  him  to  go  on  paying  it,  in  consequence  of  the 
reduced  value  on  the  sale  of  those  who  were  formerly  slaves.  The  Lieutenant- 
governor  held  the  same  view  of  this  gentleman's  circumstances,  and  I  therefore 
agreed  to  release  him  from  his  engagements  to  Mr.  Hallam,  on  the  payment  of 
500/.,  which  your  Lordship  will  see  credited,  and  I  promised  I  would  recommend 
to  your  Lordship  to  allow  Mr.  McDonald  to  be  appointed  vendue-master  at  Ber- 
bice, instead  of  being  deputy,  Mr.  Hallam 's  pension  becoming  chargeable  on  the 
other  colonial  officers,  or  specially  provided  for,  if  your  Lordship  takes  the  proposed 
Civil  List  to  1840. 

18.  It  may  be  well  to  remark  here,  that  if  your  Lordship  should  accept  that* 
ofler,  it  should  bear  the  condition,  that  the  fees  of  offices  and  the  King's  taxes  in 
lieu  of  the  capitation  tax,  should  revert  to  the  King  in  the  event  of  the  proposed  • 
Civil  List  after  that  period  not  proving  acceptable  to  His  Majesty's  Government. 

19.  It  ought  also  to  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  late  tariff  on  fees  will  very  pro- 
bably reduce  the  aggregate  profits  of  the  former  patent  offices,  which  your  Lord- 
ship will  see  I  have  calculated  at  4,000  2.,  and  this  may  furnish  additional 
argument  for  giving  them  up  when  the  Civil  List  provides  for  the  pensions. 

20.  I  would  recommend  that  the  credit  from  the  Berbice  chest  should  not  be 
touched  until  the  whole  financial  afiairs  of  that  province  are  reported  on  by  the 
Committee,  as  tiiat  chest  owes  an  old  debt  of  90,000  guilders  to  the  colonial 
chest. 

21.  By  some  oversight  the  salary  to  the  Crown  Advocate  or  Attorney-general 
had  been  returned  in  Lord  Stanley's  estimate  at  500  /.  only.  It  is  impossible  he 
can  live  on  it  in  Demerara,  and  I  recommended  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth  to  charge  an 
additional  500/.  upon  the  contingent  account,  to  compensate  the  arduous  duties  of 
that  office,  and  maintain  it  in  that  respectability  without  which  no  efficient 
gentleman  can  be  expected  to  hold  it. 

22.  It  will  give  me  great,  pleasure  to  hear  that  my  anxious  endeavours  to  fulfil 
my  inission  to  Demerara  have  met  with  your  Ix)rdship's  approbation. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Lionel  Smth. 
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Enclosures  in  No.  3.  Sir  L^ei  li^hh 

Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Policy  of  the  Colony  of  to  Lord  Glenel^ 
British  GuianOy  at  an  Extraordinary  Assembly  held  at  the  Court  Hall,  Guiana  Public  7  •''"y  iS35« 
Buildings,  Geoige  Town,  Demeranu 


End.  in  No.  3. 


Wednesday,  27  May  1836. 

(After  Prayers.) 

The  Minutes  of  the  Court'B  proceedings  of  the  21st  instant  was  resumed,  approved,  and 
signed. 

His  Excellency  the  lieutenant-governor  informed  the  Court,  that  Major-general  Sir 
Lionel  Smith  having  arrived  in  the  colony  this  morning,  he  had  taken  the  earliest  opportu- 
nity to  call  the  Court  together  for  the  mauguration  of  Sir  Lionel  Smith  as  Governor  of 
British  Guiana. 

His  Excellency  having  further  stated  that  Sir  Lionel  Smith  was  at  the  colony-house,  the 
Court  resolved  to  send  a  deputation  of  its  members  to  wait  upon  the  new  Governor,  and  to 
conduct  him  to  the  court-hall;  whereupon  his  Honor  the  High  Sheriff,  the  Honourable 
George  Kainy,  and  the  Honourable  Peter  Rose,  proceeded  to  the  colony-house,  and  shortly 
afterwards  retunied  with  Sir  Lionel  Smith  to  the  court-ball.  The  doors  of  the  courtr-haU 
were  thrown  open,  and  the  public  admitted  to  witness  >  the  ceremony  of  his  Excellency's 
bein^  sworn  into  office. 

His  Majesty's  ¥^rrant  and  appointment  of  Major-general  Sir  Lionel  Smith  to  be  Governor 
of  British  Guiana  was  then  reaa  aloud  by  the  Secretar}'. 

The  several  oaths  appointed  to  be  taken  by  Governors  of  His  Majesty's  Colonies  were 
then  administered  to  his  Excellency  by  his  Honor  the  Acting  Chief  Justice.  His  Excel- 
lency thereupon  assumed  the  chair,  and  the  event  was  announced  to  the  public  by  the 
appropriate  salute. 

The  Court  then  resolved  that  public  notice  of  the  inauguration  of  his  Excellency  Sir 
Lionel  Smith  into  the  office  of  Governor  of  British  Guiana  be  announced  through  the 
medium  of  the  Ro^al  Gazette,  in  the  form  usually  observed  upon  similar  occasions. 

Agreed  and  ordered  accordingly.  His  Excellency  then  adjourned  the  Court  until  Friday 
«ext,  at  12  o'clock. 

The  Court  then  broke  up,  and  the  members  separated. 

(signed)        Lionel  Smith.  George  Kainy. 

John  Walpole  WiUis.  John  Croal. 

George  Bagot.  Peter  Rose. 
William  ArrindelL 


(A  true  copy.) 
(signed)        Henry  Gloster,  Government  Secretary. 


Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Policy  of  the  Colony  of 
British  Guiana^  at  its  ^joumed  Assembly  held  at  the  Guiana  Public  Buildings, 
George  Town,  Demerara. 

Friday,  20  May  1835. 
(After  Prayers.) 

The  Minute  of  the  Court's  proceedings  of  the  27th  instant  was  resumed,  approved,  and 
signed. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  stated  that  it  was  not  his  wish  to  detain  the  honourable 
members  by  giving  them  a  lengthened  detail  of  the  instructions  he  had  received  from  His 
Majesty's  Government  upon  the  object  of  the  financial  questions  about  to  be  discussed  in 
this  Court  His  Excellency  would  confine  himself  tp  a  short  outline  of  the  view  His 
Majesty^s  Government  entertained  upon  these  important  subjects.  .  . 

After  his  Excellency  had  made  his  statement,  a  considerable  discussion  took  place  between 
the  honourable  meml>ers« 

With  reference  to  the  above  conversation,  Mr.  Croal  moved,  seconded  by  Mr.  Rainy, 
that  his  Excellency  be  requested  to  call  for  a  specific  return  of  the  revenue  and  expenditure 
of  the,  Registrar's  and  Marshal's  offices  for  tne  last  12  months,  ending  at  this  date ;  the 
returns  to  oe  in  detail^  certified  by  the  Registrar  and  Marshal  respectively;  also,  that  the 
Receiver-General  be  directed  to  furnish  an  account,  of  the  sums  paid  into  the  King's  chest 
daring  said  period  from  the  two  offices. 

Agreed  and  ordered  accordingly.  The  Court  then  adjourned  until  Monday  the  1st  June 
next,  to  meet  at  12  o'clock. 

(signed)         Lionel  Smith.  J.  ^.  Reed. 

John  Walpole  Willis.         Charles  Bean. 
George  Bagot.  John  Croal. 

William  ArrindelL  Peter  Rose. 

(A  true  copy.) 
(signed)         Hettry  Gloster,  Government  Secretary. 
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r8  CORllESPONDENCE  RELATIVE  TO 

o-  w  i^^o  *  1  u  ^  '^  ^"^"^  ^^  ^'^^  PROCEEDINGS  of  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Policy  of  the  Colooy 
Sir  liiond  Sin  th  ^,f  British  Guiana,  at  its  adjouraed  Assembly  held  at  the  Court  Hall,  Guiana  PubUc 
l^'jalTlaJr  *'  Buildings,  George  Town,  Demerara. 

Monday,  1  June.  183^ 

(After  Prayers.) 

The  Minute  of  the  Court's  proceedings  of  the  20th  ultimo  was  resumed,  approved,  and 
signed. 

The  Civil  List  was  again  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Court 

His  Excellency  stated,  that  his  extreme  and  anxious  desire  perfectly  to  understand  and 
appreciate  the  wishes  and  feelings  of  the  honourable  members  upon  this  momentous  ques- 
tion had  induced  him  to  prefer  this  mode  of  communication  with  the  Court,  rather  than  at 
once  to  place  before  it  a  specific  minute  on  the  subject. 

After  a  lengthened  discussion  his  Excellency  stated,  that  at  the  next  sitting  of  the  Court, 
which  he  proposed  should  be  on  Thursday  next,  he  would  submit  to  the  honourable  mem- 
bers a  Civil  List,  framed,  as  far  as  his  instructions  would  permit,  upon  the  votes  of  the 
honourable  the  Combined  Court  of  the  2Bth  April  last  year,  and  of  uie  Court  of  Policy  of 
the  3d  day  of  April  last. 

His  Excellency  then  adjourned  the  Court  to  Thursday  next,  to  meet  at  12  o'clock. 

(signed)         Lionel  Smith,  J.  G.  Reed. 

John  Walpole  Willis.  Charles  Bean. 

George  Bagot.  John  Croat. 

William  ArrindelL  Peter  Rose. 

(A  true  copy.) 
(signed)        H&m/  OlosteTf  Government  Secretary. 


TExTRACT  from  the  MINUTES  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Policy 
of  the  Colony  of  British  Guiana,  at  its  adjourned  Assembly  held  at  the  Court  Hall,  Guiana 
Public  Buildings,  George  Town,  Demerara. 

Thursday,  4  June  1835. 
(After  Prayers.) 

His  Excellency  handed  to  the  Court  a  Minute  and  Estimate,  of  which  the  following  are 
copies : 

Colony  House,  Demerara,  4  June  1836. 

The  Governor-general,  with  reference  to  his  verbal  communication  to  the  honourable  Court 
of  Policy  at  its  last  meeting,  now  begs  to  lay  before  it  an  estimate  for  the  Civil  List  for  the 
current  year,  founded  on  the  instructions  of  Lord  Stanley,  and  since  adopted  by  Lord  Aber- 
deen, the  late  Secretary  of  State. 

The  advanced  period  of  the  year,  and  the  absolute  necessity  of  means  for  paying  the  sala- 
ries of  the  various  public  officers  of  the  Crown,  reudera  it  very  desirable  the  Court  of  Policy 
should  adopt  measures  to  enable  the  Executive  to  discharge  idl  just  claims  fordiwith ;  and 
the  Govemor-seneral  is  desired  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  request  of  the  honourable  Court 
that  they  would  adopt  a  permanent  Civil  List,  to  prevent  in  future  the  inconvenience  of  the 
official  establishments  being  in  arrear. 

(signed)        Lionel  Smiths 
(A  true  copy.) 

(signed)        Henry  Gloster,  Secretary. 
Civil  List. 


Lieutenant-governor        -  -  - 
dhief  Justice           -        - 

Puisne  Judges         -        -  -  - 

Crown  Advocate     -        -  -  - 

First  Fiscal    -        -        -  -  - 

Second  Fiscal         -        -  -  - 

Ecclesiastical  Establishment  - 
Despatch-boat,  and  in  aid  of  Schools 

Contingencies         -  -  - 

Retiring  Allowances        -  -  - 


£. 


£. 

3,600 

3,000 

2,300 

500 

1,260 

1,000 

860 

300 

2,400 

2,400 


17,600 


exclusive  of  all  balances  of  fees  and  acre- money,  wood-cutting  licences,  and  other  sources  of 
revenue  belonging  to  the  King's  chest. 

(signed)        Lionel  Smith. 
(A  true  copy.) 

(signed)        Henry  Gloster,  Secretary. 
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No.  3. 
ExT&ACT  from  the  MINUTES  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Policy  Sir  Lionel  Scmth 
of  the  Colony  of  British  Ghdana,  at  its  adjourned  Assembly     leld  at  the  Court  Hall,  to  Lord  Glenelgy 
Guiana  Public  Buildings,  George  Town,  Demerara.  7  July  1835. 

Saturday,  6th  June  i  335.  — 

(After  Prayers.) 

Thb  Honourable  Mr.  Reed  stated  that  the  colonial  members  had  taken  into  their  serious 
consideration  the  proposition  laid  before  the  Court  by  his  Excellency,  for  t)ie  support  of  the 
Civil  List  establisnment  of  this  Government. 

That  honourable. members  had  also  weighed  and  considered  the  verbal  proposal  subse- 
quently made  by  his  Excellency ;  that  honourable  members  are  desirous  to  arran^  and 
settle  a  liberal  Civil  List  on  a  basis  as  permanent  as  the  present  state  of  colonial  polity  will 
admit  of,  and  therefore  they  have  made  two  proposals,  wnich  they  now  submit. 

The  proposals  in  writing  were  then  handed  to  his  Excellency,  who  requested  that  the 
Court  might  be  adjourned  until  Tuesday  next,  when  he  trusted  that  this  long-pending 
question  would  be  finally  and  satisfactorily  settled. — Agreed. 

(A  true  extract.) 


Extract  from  the  MINUTES  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Policy 
of  the  Colony  of  British  Guiana,  at  its  adjourned  Assembly,  held  at  the  Court  Hall, 
Guiana  Pubhc  Buildings,  George  Town,  Demerara. 

Tuesday,  9th  June  1835. 

(After  Prayers  ) 

His  Excellency  handed  to  the  secretary  the  two  proposals  for  a  Civil  JList  Qstablisbment 
for  this  colony,  submitted  by  the  honourables  the  colonial  members  to  his  lixcellency  at  t^e 
last  sitting  of  the  Court. 

Ordered  that  these  proposals  be  entered  upon  the  mmutes  of  this  day's  proceedings.— 
Ordered  accordingly. 


MINUTE  by  the  Goyemor-geoeial. 


Colony  House,  Demerara,  9  June  1835. 

The  Gk)vemor-general,  in  reference  to  the  personal  deliberations  be  has  had  the  honour 
to  hold  with  the  Court  of  Policy  on  the  subject  of  the  Civil  List,  has  now  the  honour  to  reply 
to  their  written  proposals  received  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Court. 

One  offering  a  Civil  List  of  20,980/.  or  certain  conditions,  and  the  other  a  Civil  List  of 
15,100/. 

The  Governor-general  expresses  his  deep  regret  that  he  cannot  accept  either  of  these  pro- 
posals; though  he  acknowledges  the  first  to  be  liberal  and  satisfactory  in  amount,  yet  it  is 
impracticable  in  its  conditions,  because  his  instructions  peremptorily  insist  that  ^*  nothing 
must  be  done  which  would  compromise  the  right  of  His  Majesty  in  Council,  as  the  supreme 
Legislator  for  the  colony.*' 

In  r^ard  to  the  second  proposal,  that  of  a  Civil  List  to  the  amount  of  15,100/.,  the  Go- 
vernor-general has  already  explained  to  the  Honourable  Court  his  instructions  from  the  Earl 
of  Aberdeen,  that  ^*  Mr.  Stanley's  overture  of  17,500/.  must  not  be  retracted,  or  any  abate- 
ment made  from  the  substance  of  it." 

The  Govemor-ffeneral  entreats  the  Court  of  Policy  to  consider  the  embarrassment  in  which 
•their  present  resolutions  place  him,  and  not  to  refuse  Mr.  Stanley's  propottU  for  the  dif- 
ference of  2,400/.  for  retired  allowances,  subject  to  the  same  references  to  the  Court  as,  the 
contingent  account 

(signed)        Lion^  Smithy 

(A  true  copy.) 

(signed)        Henry  Gloster,  Secretary. 


No.  1.— Propositions  for  a  Civil  List,  including  the  Consideration  of  the  Fees  of  the 

Public  Offices. 

The  undersigned  colonial  members,  with  reference  to  the  Govemor-generars  minute  of  the 
4th  June  instant,  and  to  the  verbal  communications  which  have  been  made  to  the  Court  of 
Policy  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor-general  on  the  subject  of  a  Civil  List  for  the  current 
year,  and  also  expressive  of  the  Governor-general's  desire  that  they  would  adopt  a  perma- 
uent  Civil  List,  keeping  in  view  the  basis  laid  down  in  Mr.  Secretary  Stanley's  despatches 
of  22d  February  and  3l8t  March  1884,  ihat  on  the  establishment  of  a  Civil  List  the 
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No.  3.  resources  of  the  colony  were  to  be  under  the  control  of  the  Combined  Court,  have  now  the 

Sir  Lionel  Smith  honour  to  submit  for  the  consideration  of  his  Excellency,  propositions  for  a  Civil  List  oa 

to  Lord  Glenelg^  a  footing  as  permanent  as  the  present  state  of  colonial  polity  will  admit  of,  namely,  a  Civil 

7  July  1835.  List,  commencing  on  the  1st  January  1835  and   ending  on  the  31st  December  l&40y 

— — ^  amounting  to  the  sum  of  20,98a/.,  and  raised  for  the  followmg  objects  and  purposes : 

Civil  List.  £. 

Lieutenant-governor  ---------- 

Chief  Justice     ----------- 

Puisne  Judges  -        -        ---        -        - 

Secretary  to  Chief  Justice  -------- 

The  High  Sheriff 

High  Sheriff's  clerk 

The  Sheriff  of  Berbice -- 

Ditto  of  Essequibo     ---------- 

Crown  Advocate,  Legal  Adviser,  and  Public  Prosecutor,  by  whatever 

title  he  may  be  called     --------- 

Ecclesiastical  salaries         --------- 

Government  Secretary *8  department,  including  a  provision  for  the  Secretary 

of  the  Court  of  Policy ;  viz. 
Government  Secretary        --------- 

Secretary  to  the  Court  of  Policy  -        -        -        -        -- 

Assistant  Government  Secretaiy  ------- 

Clerks,  stationery  for  tlie  Government  Secretary's  oflSce  and  the  Court  ot 

PoUcy,  and  contingencies  for  the  Government  Secretary's  office  -        -  440 

Grant  to  schools  and  dispatch  boat :  schools,  150 {. ;  dispatch  boat,  150/.  300 

Contingencies  and  retiring  allowances  -        -        -        -        -        -       4,800 


3,5t>0 

8,000 

2,500 

630 

1,250 

300 

800 

500 

500 
850 


600 
500 
500 


20,980 


The  undersigned  most  earnestly  and  respectfully  beg  leave  to  impress  upon  His  Majesty^s 
Government,  that  with  a  view  to  realise  the  obiect  so  strongly  recommended  in  the  despatches 
of  Mr.  Secretary  Stanley,  it  is  essential  to  the  preservation  of  a  good  understanding  and  to 
obviate  all  chance  of  collision  between  the  executive  and  local  authorities  on  matters  of 
finance,  that  the  fees  of  the  following  offices ;  viz.,  Re^strar's  office.  Marshal's  ditto.  Govern- 
ment Secretary's  department,  Chief  Justice's  office.  High  Sheriff's  ditto,  shall  be  under  the 
control  and  regulation  of  the  Court  of  Policy,  and  the  proceeds  accruing  from  them  shall  be 
paid  into  the  colonial  chest;  that  is  to  say,  the  gross  amount  of  the  Registrar's  and  Marshal's 
offices  shall  be  paid  into  the  colonial  chest,  and  the  salaries  accruing  to  the  respective 
officers  now  performing  the  duties  of  those  offices  shall  be  defrayed  in  like  manner  from  the 
colony  chest.  But  with  regard  to  the  fees  of  the  Government  Secretary,  the  Chief  Justice, 
and  the  High  Sheriff,  the  salaries  of  the  persons  discharging  the  duties  of  those  offices  being 
placed  on  the  Civil  List,  the  gross  amount  of  fees  accruing  from  them  are  to  be  paid  into 
the  colony  chest  without  any  deduction. 

That  the  acre  money,  wood  cutting  licences,  and  all  other  sources  of  revenue  formerly 
accruing  to  the  Crown,  and  paid  into  the  King's  chest,  should  be  paid  into  the  colony  chest. 
That  the  deduction  of  J, 000/.  as  contemplated  by  Lord  Stanley^  despatch  of  31st  March 
1834,  shall  take  place  when  Mr.  Chief  Justice  Wray  shall  cease  to  perform  the  functions 
of  that  office,  aud  he  shall  be  considered  to  have  so  ceased  on  his  being  absent  from  the 
colony  for  any  period  exceeding  12  months  at  one  time. 
With  regard  to  the  following  retired  allowances,  namely, 

Mr.  Sullivan £.1,000 

Mr.  Farr      -.--^^-.-.--   i,000 

Mr.  Hallam  .        -        .        • 700 

Mr.  Innes     ------------       680 

Mr.  Nixon   --------..--      650 

that  the  colony  should  benefit  by  the  respective  sums  being  deducted  from  the  amount  of 
the  Civil  List  as  they  may  lapse  or  be  otherwise  provided  for. 

That  an  annual  account  of  the  expenditure  of  the  contingencies  and  retiring  allowances 
on  the  Civil  List,  and  its  application,  shall  be  laid  before  the  Court  of  Policy,  and  so  much 
of  the  funds  as  may  not  be  applied  in  conformity  with  the  preceding  conditions  shall  be  paid 
over  to  the  colonial  chest. 

That  when  a  lapse  takes  place  in  the  office  of  Secretary  to  the  Chief  Justice,  the  salary  of 
that  officer  shall  be  subject  to  abolition  or  regulation  by  the  Court  of  Policy. 

That  the  fees  and  revenues  derivable  from  the  offices  of  registrar,  marshal,  sheriff,  and 
vendue-master  of  the  district  of  Berbice,  shall  be  subject  to  the  regulation  and  control  of  the 
Court  of  Policy,  and  the  surplus  revenue  be  paid  into  the  colonial  chest. 

That  the  Civil  List  shall  be  secured  from  the  first  fruits  of  the  revenues  of  the  colony, 
and  be  payable  quarterly,  by  warrants  issued  by  the  Lieutenant-governor  on  the  Receiver^ 
general  of  the  colonial  revenues ;  and  that  the  king's  chest  shall  cease  and  determine  from 
this  period  ;  and  all  revenues  hereafter  accruing  from  any  source  whatever  shall  be  paid  into 
the  colonial  chest. 

That  no  further  question  shall  be  made,  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty's  Government,  as  to 
^e  exercise,  by  th^  Court  of  PoUcy  and  the  Combined  Court,  of  those  riglits  and  privileges 

.   .  which 
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which  these  bodies  have  claimed  respecting  the  public  expenditure  and  finances  of  the  No.  3. 

colony,  and  which  are  formally  recognized  by  Mr.  Secretary  Stanley  in  his  despatch  of  the  sir  Lionel  Smith 
22d  February  1834,  in  consideration  of  the  grant  of  a  Civil  List  to  the  Crown,  and  by  Lord  to  Lord  Glenelg^ 
Goderich  in  his  despatch  of  the  22d  November  1832  (No,  164.)  7  July  1835. 

(signed)        J.  O,  Reed.  John  CroaL  — — 

Oeorse  Rainy.  Peter  Rose, 

Charles  Bean. 


(A  true  copy.) 

(signed) 


Henry  Gloster^  Secretary. 


No.  2. — Propositions  for  a  Civil  List,  excluding  the  Consideration  of  the  Fees  of  the 

Public  OflSces. 

The  undersigned  colonial  members,  with  reference  to  the  Govemor-generars  Minute  of 
the  4th  June  instant,  and  to  the  Verbal  communications  which  have  been  made  to  the  Court 
of  Policy  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor-general,  on  the  subject  of  a  Civil  List  for  the  cur- 
rent  year ;  and  also  expressive  of  the  Governor-general's  desire  that  they  would  adopt  a  per- 
manent Civil  List,  now  offer,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Governor-general,  a  Civil  List  on 
a  basis  as  permanent  as  the  present  state  of  colonial  polity  will  admit  of;  namely^  a  Civil 
List  commencing  on  the  1st  of  January  1836,  and  ending  on  the  3lBt  December  1840, 
amounting  to  the  sum  of 


I 


Civil  List. 

Lieutenant-governor  ----------- 

Judicial  Department : 

Chief  Justice  (subject  to  a  reduction  of  1,000  /.  when  Mr.  Wray  shall  cease  to 

perform  the  duties)         -        -        -        -        -        -        -'-  £.3,000 

Puisne  Judges  ----------  2,300 

First  Fiscal 1,260 

His  clerk 300 

Second  Fiscal 1,000 

Crown  Advocate,  Legal  Adviser,  and  public  Prosecutor,  by  what- 
ever title  he  may  be  called      -------  600 

Ecclesiastical  salaries  now  on  King's  chest  .----- 

Contingencies  to  be  accounted  for  annually,  and  any  sum  not  expended  to  be 
paid  into  the  colonial  chest     - 

£. 


3,600 


8,360 
860 

9,400 


16,100 


His  Excelleacy  the  Governor-general  will  perceive  that  the  preceding  Civil  List  embraces 
the  whole  of  the  items  on  Lord  Stanley's  (Jivil  List,  with  tne  exception  of  the  item  of 
2,400  /•  for  retiring  allowances,  and  300  /.  for  dispatch  boat  and  schools ;  and  the  under- 
signed colonial  members  conceive  that  this  is  a  charge  which  they  cannot  justly  be  called 
upon  to  provide  for,  inasmuch  as  the  colonists  have  always  made  ample  provision  for  public 
officers  when  performing  the  duties  of  their  office.  It  is,  moreover,  objectionable  in  princi- 
ple, and  hitherto  unknown  in  this  colony,  and,  if  admitted,  might  be  productive  of  the  most 
pernicious  consequences.  The  undersigned  maintain  that  there  exist  at  present  no  retired 
officer  who  has  any  just  claim  on  the  colony  for  a  retiring  allowance.  The  officer  for  whom 
it  is  understood  this  provision  is  intended,  are,  1st,  Mr.  Sullivan.  This  gentleman  has  held 
the  office  of  "  Secretary  for  the  Colony,"  and  "  Receiver  of  the  King's  Taxes,"  for  a  period 
of  nearly  30  years,  without  ever  having  been  in  the  colony.  The  emoluments  he  has 
derived  amount  to  90,378/.  11^.  Bd.,  for  which  he  has  performed  no  service,  the  duties 
having  been  discharged  by  deputies,  who  have  been  amply  remunerated  for  their  services  by 
the  colony;  and  it  follows  that  the  sum  received  by  Mr.  Sullivan  has  been  a  charge  upon 
the  colony  which  it  ought  never  toshave  borne.  There  is  another  feature  in  this  gentleman's 
case  which  may  be  adverted  to. 

Mr.  Sullivan  held  his  office  by  warrant,  under  the  sign  manual  of  His  Most  Gracious 
Majesty  George  the  Third,  countersigned  by  Lord  Hobait.  This  document  (at  least  as  it 
appears  here)  was  in  itself  void,  as  Mr.  Sullivan  never  sued  out  a  patent,  or  procured  his 
grant  of  the  office  to  be  passed  under  the  Great  or  Privy  Seal,  nor  was  it  in  any  manner 
enrolled,  nor  were  the  fees  and  duties  payable  on  such  grant  ever  paid,  as  the  grant  was 
never  completed.  It  appears  therefore  that  Mr.  Sullivan  is  amenable  to  an  action  at  common 
law  to  refund  all  the  money  illegally  received  by  him  under  the  plea  of  a  grant  of  an  office 
in  itself  not  dejure  or  de  facto  in  existence;  but  even  if  he  had  completed  his  title,  his  con- 
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No.  3.  tracts  with  Mr.  Simpson^  and  Messrs.  Wilday  and  Armstrong,  rendered  it  void,  as  he  con- 

Sir  Lionel  Smith      tracted  to  have  a  sum  certain  from  his  deputies  for  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  an 
to  Lord  Oienelg,      oflBcfe  remunerated  by  fees>  in  the  very  teeth  of  the  statute. 

7  July  1835,  2d.  Mr.  Parr  has  held  the  office  of  *'  First  Marshal  of  the  Colony"  for  the  same  period, 

-'  and  in  like  manner  has  performed  no  services,  he  also  never  having  been  in  the  colony ;  the 

sum  of  money  he  has  received  amounts  to  31,600?.  The  duties  of  this  office  have  been  per- 
formed by  deputy ;  and  the  same  objections  to  a  retiring  allowance  as  those  stated  in  the 
preceding  are  applicable. 

3d.  Colonel  Nixon,  the  late  "  Receiver-general  of  Berbice."  This  gentleman  has  been 
appointed  Lieutenant-governor  of  St.  Kitts,  and  consequently  can  have  no  claim  upon 
His  Majesty's  Government  for  a  retiring  allowance. 

4th.  Lieutenant-colonel  Innes,  "  Secretary  to  the  Colony  of  Berbice."  This  Gentleman 
has  no  claim  to  a  retiring  allowance  ;  at  the  time  he  received  his  appointment  it  was  with  a 
full  knowledge  that  he  was  required  to  dischage  the  duties  of  his  office  in  person.  The 
union  of  the  colony  with  Demerara  has  in  no  degree  altered  the  emoluments  of  his  office, 
although  it  has  relieved  him  from  laborious  duties,  viz.  Secretary  to  the  Council  of  Govern- 
ment, for  which  he  derived  no  income.  The  revenue  of  the  office  of  the  Secretary  arose 
entirely  from  fees  accruing  to  the  registrar  and  secretary  of  the  court  of  justice,  which  exist 
now  on  the  same  footing  as  they  did  before  the  union. 

5th.  Mr.  Hallam.  This  gentlemen  has  been  the  Vendue  Master  of  Berbice  for  many 
years,  and  the  duties  of  the  office  have  been  performed  by  deputy ;  the  emoluments  of  thb 
office  have  arisen  in  the  shape  of  commissions  on  the  sales  of  property ;  it  enjoys  the  same 
privileges  now  as  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Hallam's  appointment;  if  sales  to  a  less  amount  are 
effected,  it  follows  as  a  matter  of  course  that  the  commissions  accruing  must  be  equally 
effected.  Should  therefore  the  deputy  not  now  be  enabled  to  pay  his  principal  the  same 
sum  as  formerly,  Mr.  Hallam  must  be  contented  to  take  what  the  deputy  can  afford  to  give; 
this  certainly  is  a  matter  for  arrangement  between  Mr.  Hallam  and  his  deputy ;  it  can  never 
be  admitted  that  because  the  duties  and  emoluments  of  an  office  have  decreased  that  the 
patentee  has  a  claim  on  the  Government  on  that  ground  for  a  retiring  allowance ;  under  no 
circumstance  can  he  have  a  claim  on  the  colony ;  and  in  contradistinction  it  may  be  observed, 
that  Mr.  Sullivan  increased  the  rent  of  his  office  at  successive  periods  from  1,100/.  to 
upwards  of  4,000  /.,  and  it  might  as  well  be  contended  that  he  was  bound  to  account  for  any 
eventual  surplus  of  emoluments  beyond  the  original  value  of  his  office  at  the  time  of  his 
appointment,  as  that  he  was  entitled  to  an  indemnification  for  a  casual  subsequent  decrease 
in  the  value  of  that  office. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  no  further  question  will  be  raised  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty's 
Government  as  to  the  exercise  of  the  Court  of  Policy,  and  the  Combined  Court  of  those 
rights  and  privileges  which  their  bodies  have  claimed  respecting  the  public  expenditure  and 
finances  of  the  colony,  and  which  are  formally  recognized  by  Mr.  Secretary  Stanley,  in  his 
despatch  of  22d  February  1834,  in  consideration  of  the  grant  of  a  Civil  List  to  the  Crown, 
and  by  Lord  Goderich  in  his  despatch  of  22d  November  1832.     No.  154. 

(signed)  J.  G.  Reed. 
Geo.  Rainy. 
Cha.  Bean. 
John  Croal. 
Peter  Rose. 
(A  true  copy.) 

(signed)         Henry  Gloster,  Secretary. 


Extract  from  the  MINUTES  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Policy 
of  the  Colony  of  British  Guiana,  at  its  adjourned  Assembly,  held  at  the  Guiana  Public 
Buildings,  George  Town,  Demarara. 

Tuesday,  9  June  1835. 

(After  Prayers.) 

Mr.  Rainy  moved,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bean,  that  the  Court  do  come  to  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Court  extremely  regret  that  his  Excellency  the  Governor-general 
should  have  considered  himself  precluded  by  his  instructions  from  acceding  to  either  one  or 
other  of  the  very  liberal  schemes  of  a  permanent  Civil  List  for  this  colony,  which  they  had 
submitted  for  his  consideration  and  acceptance. 

The  Court  cannot  but  believe  that  His  Majesty's  Government  would,  on  due  considera- 
tion, be  disposed  finally  to  sanction  either  one  or  other  of  these  arrangements,  and,  with  a 
view  to  aflPord  time  for  communicating  with  the  Government  on  this  subject,  the  Court, 
anxious  in  the  meantime  to  make  ample  provision  for  meeting  the  expenditure  during  the 
current  year,  for  which  a  Civil  List  is  required,  are  willing  to  concur  in  proposing  to  the 
Combined  Court,  to  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  Executive  for  the  present  year  a  sura  of 
17,500/.  to  be  applied  to  the  purposes  for  which  a  Civil  List  is  required,  in  the  confident 
expectation  that  one  or  other  of  the  propositions  which  they  had  submitted  will  be  finally 
sanctioned,  it  being  understood  that  such  part  of  the  sum  of  2,400/.  for  retiring  allowances, 
included  in  the  17,500  /.,  as  shall  not  be  required  during  the  present  year  for  retiring  alJLow- 
ances,  shall  be  repaid  or  accounted  for  to  the  colony. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Rose,  seconded  by  Mr.  Croal,  moved  as  an  amendment,  that  after  the  vrords  '^  present  Jjfo^  3, 

year,  in  the  SOth  line  of  the  proposed  resolution,  the.  remaining  part  be  stmek  out,  and  sir  Lionel  Smith 

that  the  following  words  be  substituted  in  lieu  thereof,  and  do  stand  as  a  part  of  the  said  to  Lord  Glendg, 

resolution,  "  a  sum  of  15,100  /•  to  be  applied  to  the  purposes  for  which,  a  Civil  List  is  7  July  1835. 

required,  agreeably  to  scheme  No.  2,  and  a  further  sum  of  3,400 /.  for  retinng  allowances,        ,, ,  ■     j >« 

subject  to  tne  regulations  contained  in  Mr.  Stanley's  despatch  of  dlst  March  1834." 

The  amendment  was  then  put  by  the  Secretary. 


For  the  amendment. 


Mr.  Rose. 
Mr.  Croal. 


The  amendment  was  lost. 

The  resolution  was  then  put. 

For  the  Resolution. 

Mr.  Bean. 
Mr.  Rainy. 

Sheriff  of  Essequibo. 
High  Sheriff. 

The  original  resolution  was  then  carried. 


Agp.inst. 

Mr.  Bean. 

Mr.  Rainy. 

Sheriff  of  Essequibo. 

Attorney-General. 

High  Sheriff. 


Against. 

Mr.  Rose. 
Mr.  Croal. 
Attorney-General. 


(A  true  extract.) 

Henri/  Glosler,  Secretary. 


Extract  from  the  MINUTES  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Policy 
of  the  Colony  of  British  Guiana,  at  its  adjourned  Assembly,  held  at  the  Guiana  PubUc 
Buildings,  Ueorge  Town,  Demarara. 

Tuesday,  9  June  1835. 

(After  Prayers.) 

The  Court  ordered  that  copies  of  the  two  propositions  for  a  Civil  List  establishment  to  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  made  by  the  colonial  members,  and  contained  in  this  minute, 
his  Excellency's  answer  thereto,  and  the  resolution  tnoved  by  the  Honourable  Mr.  Ramy, 
regarding  the  supplies  for  the  present  year,  should  be  laid  before  the  Combined  Court  at  its 
next  sittmg. 

(A  true  extract.) 

Henry  Gloster,  Secretary. 


Extract  from  the  MINUTES  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Policy 
of  the  Colony  of  British  Guiana,  Combined  with  the  Financial  Representatives  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  said  Colony,  at  its  adjourned  Assembly,  held  at  the  Court  Hall 
Guiana  Public  Buildings,  George  Town,  Demerara. 

Thursday,  11  June  1835. 

The  Minute  of  the  Court's  proceedings  of  yesterday,  the  10th  instant,  was  resumed, 
confirmed,  and  signed. 

Mr.  Rainy  moved,  seconded  by  Mr.  Reed,  that  the  proposals  and  resolution  of  the  Court 
of  Policy  read  at  the  last  meeting  be  now.  brought  up  for  consideration. 

Ordered  accordingly. 

The  proposals  and  resolution  were  then  brought  up  by  the  Secretary  and  laid  upon  he 
table.  ... 

Mr.  Croal  moved,  seconded  by  Mr.  Albouy,  that  the  court  do  come  to  the  following 
resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  this  Court  having  received  an  estimate  for  a  Civil  List  from  his  Excel- 
lency the  Governor-General,  founded  on  the  despatch  of  Mr.  Secretary  Stanley,  amounting 
to  17,500  /.  without  m  any  manner  compromising  iti%  objections  to  tbe  raising  of  taxes  for 
the  avowed  purpose  of  providing  funds  for  retiring  allowances  and  contingencies  occasioned 
by  expenditure  over  which  this  Court  have  no  control,  agrees  to  raise  for  this  present  year, 
in  lieu  of  the  capitation  tax  now  extinct,  a  sum  amounting  to  the  said  17,500  /.  to  be  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Executive,  and  accounted  for  in  the  manner  proposed  by  his  Excel- 
lency the  Governor-general,  or  as  may  hereafter  be  decided  by  his  Majesty's  Government 
when  the  representations  of  this  Court  shall  have  been  taken  into  consideration : 

The  Court  expressly  reserving  its  right  to  state  its  reasons  against  those  items  in  the 
said  Civil  List  which  it  considers  to  be  obiectionable,  and  to  make  definitive  proposals 
through  his  Rxcellency  the  Governor-general  for  the  establishment  of  a  permanent  Civil 
List  ror  a  term  of  years,  with  a  view  to  prevent  any  collision  between  the  Executive  and 
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No.  3- 

Sir  Lionel  Smith 
to  Lord  Glenelg, 
7  July  1835. 


the  local  authorities,  an  object  that  can  only  in  the  opinion  of  this  Court  be  accomplished 
through  the  consoUdation  of  the  two  chests  and  placmg  the  whole  of  the  resources  of  the 
colony  under  the.  control  of  the  Combined  Court. 

This  measure  the  Court  considers  to  be  essential  to  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the 
colony,  and  to  which  it  seems  no  reasonable  ground  of  objection  can  consistently  oe  taken 
after  a  Civil  List  shall  have  been  fixed. — Agreed. 

The  Court  directed  that  the  sum  of  17^500/.  be  placed  upon  the  estimates  of  Demerara 
and  Berbice  for  the  current  year,  to  form  a  Civil  List  establishment  for  this  colony,  upon  the 
understanding  expressed  in  the  resolution  first  passed  by  the  Court ;  the  proportion  for 
Demerara  and  Essequibo  to  be  13,125  /.,  and  that  of  Berbice  4,375  /. 

(A  true  extract) 

(signed)        Henry  Gloster,  Government  Secretary. 


King's  Chest. 
Liabilities  to  end  of  1835. 

Salaries  due,  as  per  list       ------ 

Pensions  to  the  end  of  tlie  year   -        -        -        -        - 

Contingencies    -        -        -,- 

Balance  ------- 


Payment  to  the  end  of  1834,  included  above,  to  be  remitted  immediately. 


£. 

s.    d. 

- 

11,645 

-  - 

- 

7,924 

-  -♦ 

- 

2,400 

-  - 

- 

8,381 

-  - 

£. 

30,350 

-  - 

Ways  and  Means  to  the  end  of  1835. 


Due  to  the  chest        -        .        -        - 
FeesofoflSces,  say      -        -        -        - 
Acre-money  and  licenses     -        -        - 
By  Mr.  McDonald,  vendue-master,  Berbice 
Civil  List  -----. 

Berbice  chest     -        -        -        -        - 


Balance 


£•  5.  a. 

1,250  -  - 

4,000  -  - 

600  -  - 

500  -  - 

17,500  -  - 

6,500  -  - 


30,350     -     - 


£.8,381     -     - 


(A  true  copy.) 


(signed)        Lionel  Smith. 
C.  H.  Darling,  Private  Secretary. 


Salaries  due  to  the  undermentioned  OflScers  <o  the  end  of  1835. 


Governor  -------""- 

Judge        ---------- 

Puisne  Judges  --------- 

Crown  Advocate         -------- 

Ecclesiastics      --------- 

Sheriffs     ---------- 

Clerk .•"■ 

Chief  Justice's  secretary,  dispatch-boat,  and  in  aid  of  schools 
Government  Secretary        ------- 

Assistant  ditto  --------- 

Contingencies    --------- 


£.  s. 

d. 

- 

2,662  - 

" 

- 

2,222  10 

- 

- 

1,875  - 

- 

- 

750  - 

— 

- 

637  10 

— 

- 

2,100  - 

- 

- 

222  10 

•^ 

- 

222  10 

— 

- 

160  10 

— 

- 

97  10 

— 

- 

222  10 

- 

£. 

11,645  - 

- 

(A  true  copy.) 


(signed)        Lionel  Smithy 
C.  H.  Darling,  Private  Secretary. 
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(No.  67.)     British  Giiiana.     1836.  SirL^nelLth 

AN  ORDINANCE  for  settling  upon  His  Majesty  a  certain  competent  Revenue  for  defray-   ^^  ^^^^  Glenelg, 
ing  the  Expenses  of  the  Civil  Government  of  British  Guiana,  until  the  31st  day  of  7  J"*y  1835. 
December  1840,  under  certain  Provisions  and  Qualifications.  ' 

Ordinance  enacted  by  his  Excellency  Major-General  Sir  James  Carmichael  Smyth,  Bart. 
Companion  of  the  Most  Honourable  the  MiUtary  Order  of  the  Bath,  Knight  Com- 
manoer  of  the  Royal  Order  of  Hanover,  Knight  of  the  Austrian  Imperial  Order  of 
Maria  Theresa,  Knight  of  the  Russian  Imperial  Order  of  St.  Wladimir,  Lieutenant- 
Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  in  and  over  the  Colony  of  British  Guiana,  Vice-. 
Admiral  and  Ordinary  of  the  same,  &c.  8cc.  8cc.,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Honourable  Court  of  Policy  of  the  said  Colony, 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  do,  may,  or  shall  come,  greeting ;  be  it  known  : 

Whereas  His  Majesty,  in  his  paternal  solicitude  for  the  welfare  of  British  Guiana,  and  Preamble, 
in  furtherance  of  the  desire  of  the  Colonial  Legislature,  to  make  adequate  provision  for  the 
Civil  List  establishment  of  the  colony,  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  authorize  the  surrender 
(during  the  continuance  of  this  Ordinance,  and  no  longer)  of  all  and  singular  the  proceeds  of 
the  revenues  heretofore  accruing  and  payable  to  the  Iwng's  chests  of  Demerara  and  Berbice, 
and  to  direct  the  same  be  paid  and  payable  in  the  colony  chest,  in  aid  of  the  general  ways 
and  means  of  the  districts  aforesaid  : 

1.  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  that  the  chests  at  Demerara  and  Berbice,  commonly  called  King's  chests  abo- 
the  King's  Chests,  shall  be  considered  to  have  have  abolished  from  the  1st  of  January  lished. 

1836,  and  shall  continue  to  be  so  abolished  until  the  31st  of  December  1840;  and  that  the 
entire  proceeds  of  the  revenues,  of  whatever  nature  or  description  the  same  may  be,  which, 
of  right  or  by  custom,  have  been  hitherto  payable  to  His  Majesty,  and  which  shall  have 
accrued  to  His  Majesty  since  the  1st  day  of  January  1836,  shall  (during  the  continuance  of  Revenues  hitherto 
this  Ordinance,  and  no  longer)  be  paid  and  payable  into  the  respective  colonial  chests  of  the  payable  into  King's 
districts  of  Demerara  and  Berbice,  for  the  public  uses  of  the  colony.     Provided  always,  chests  to  be  paid 
that  all  promissory  notes,  bills,  bonds,  obligations,  or  securities  whatsoever,  which  have  into  Colonial  chests, 
been  made,  taken,  or  received,  previous  to  the  passing  of  this  Ordinance,  or  which  hereafter 
shall  or  may  be  made,  taken,  or  received  for  or  on  account  of  any  acre-money  now  due  and 
x)wing,  and  which  would  of  right  have  become  payable  to  the  said  King's  chest  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Berbice,  if  the  same  had  continued  to  exist,  shall  be  payable  to  the  Assistant  Reservation  of  acre 
Receiver-general  of  Berbice,  and  shall  be  held  at  the  disposal  of  the  Lieutenant-governor  money  for  odiicial 
for  the  time  being,  and  to  be  applied,  as  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be  applicable,  to  purposes, 
the  redemption  and  extinction  of  the  paper  currency  of  the  said  district  of  Berbice. 

2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  in  pursuance  of  resolutions  of  the  11th  of  June  1836,  of  the  Civil  List  of 
Court  of  Policy  and  Financial  Representatives  in  Combined  Court  assembled,  that  for  the  ^0,980/.  sterKng 
support  of  His  Majesty's  civil  government  of  British  Guiana  there  shall  be  granted,  and  granted. 

there  is  hereby  granted  to  His  Majesty,  for  and  during  the  space  of  five  years,  commencing 
on  and  from  the  1st  day  of  January  1836,  and  ending  on  tne  31st  day  of  December  1840, 
an  annual  sum  of  20,980  /.  sterling  equivalent  to/.  293,720,  for  the  following  annual  objects 
and  purposes : — 

To  the  Lieutenant-governor         --------£.  3,500 

To  the  Chief  Justice 3,000 

To  the  Puisne  Judges         ------                 --  2,500 

To  the  Secretary  to  the  Chief  Justice  -------  630 

To  the  High  Sheriff  ---.                 ..-                 .  1,250 

To  the  High  Sheriff's  Clerk 300 

To  the  Sheriff  of  Berbice -        -  800 

To  the  Sheriff  of  Essequibo        --------  500 

To  the  Attorney-general     -        -        -        -        -        --        -        -  500 

Ecclesiastical  salaries,  as  heretofore  payable  out  of  the  King's  chest       -  850 

To  the  Government  Secretary     --------  OOO 

Secretary  of  the  Court  of  Policy         -------  500 

To  the  Assistant  Government  Secretary       ------  500 

To  the  Clerks,  stationery  for  the  Government  Secretary's  OflBce  and  the 
Court  of  Policy,  and  contingencies  for  the  Government  Secretary's 

Office 450 

To  the  grant  to  schools       ---,------  150 

To  the  despatch-boat          -                 -----w-  150 

Contingencies    -----------  2^400 

Retiring  allowances  to  the  undermentioned  persons : 
To  Messrs.  J.  Sullivan,  W.  D.  Farr,  Hallam,  Col.  Innes,  and  Col.  Nixon      2,400 

To  be  apportioned  among  the  said  individuls  in  such  manner  as  to  His  Majesty's  Govern-  Pensions  to  lapst 
ment  shall  seem  iust.     Provided  always,  that  on  the  death  of  any  of  the  said  persons,  or  in  certain  caset. 
the  grant  to  any  of  them  by  His  Majesty  of  any  situation  or  place  of  emolument,  the  portion 
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Civil  List  charged 
upon  Colonial  re- 
venues, payable 
quarterly. 


Refeiver- generals 
to  pay  amount  of 
Civil  List  upon  Go- 
vernor's warrant. 


Chief  Justice's 
salary  reduced  on 
retirement  of  Mr. 
Wray. 

Offices  subject  to 
regulation  of  Court 
of  Policy  by  ordi- 
nance, proviso  that 
•alary  be  paid  out 
of  the  proceeds  of 
the  offices. 


Account  of  contin- 
gencies and  retiring 
allowances  to  be 
laid  before  Court  of 
Policy  in  each  year. 


Balance  in  hand  to 
be  paid  into  Colony 
chests. 

Accounts  not  to  be 
questioned  by  Court 
of  Policy. 


of  such  sum  of  2,400,  as  shall  have  been  appropriated  by  His  Majesty's  Government  to 
such  person,  shall  lapse,  and  the  saving  thereby  accrued  shall  enure  to  the  benefit  of  the 
colony,  in  deduction  of  the  aforesaid  Permanent  Civil  List  Establishment  of  20,980/. 

3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  the  annual  Civil  List  establishment  shall,  and  the  same 
is  hereby  declared  to  be  charged  upon  and  made  payable  upon  and  out  of  the  colonial 
revenues  of  British  Guiana;  and  shall  be  considered  to  have  commenced  from  and  imme- 
diately after  the  Ist  day  of  January  1836,  and  be  paid  annually  to  His  Majesty  up  to  tjie 
31st  day  of  December  1840,  with  preference  to  all  other  payments  which  have  heretofore 
been,  or  which  shall  or  may  hereafter  be  charged  or  chargeable  upon  the  said  colonial 
revenues;  and  that  the  said  annual  revenue  of  20,980/.,  or  293,720j[l  shall  grow  due  and 
payable  to  His  Majesty  quarterly ;  that  is  to  say,  the  1st  day  of  April,  the  1st  day  of  July, 
the  1st  day  of  October,  and  the  1st  day  of  January,  by  even  and  equal  portions.  Out 
of  the  monies  of  the  said  colonial  revenue  of  British  Guiana,  the  first  quarterly  pay- 
ment thereof  to  be  made  upon  the  1st  day  of  April  next  ensuing  the  date  of  this  Ordinance; 
and  the  Receiver-general  of  British  Guiana,  and  the  Assistant  Receiver-general  of  Berbice^ 
for  the  time  being,  is  hereby  authorized  and  required,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the  warrant 
or  order  of  the  Lieutenant-governor,  or  officer  administering  the  government  for  the  time 
being,  to  pay  such  yearly  revenue  out  of  the  monies  arisen  or  to  arise  from  and  out  of  the 
said  colonial  revenues,  without  any  further  order  or  formality.  Provided  always,  that  the 
amount  so  from  time  to  time  to  be  paid  as  aforesaid,  for  or  in  respect  of  each  quarter,  shall 
not  exceed  one  fourth  part  of  such  yearly  Civil  List. 

4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  the  salary  of  the  Chief  Justice  of  British  Guiana,  when 
and  so  soon  as  the  said  office  shall  be  vacated  by  the  present  Chief  Justice,  Charles 
Wray,  esq.,  shall  be  reduced  from  3,000/.  to  2,000 Z.  sterling  per  annum;  and  that  the 
saving  thereby  accruing  upon  such  salary  shall  be  in  diminution  of  the  said  Civil  List,  which 
shall  then  be  reduced  to  the  sum  of  19,980/. 

6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  from  and  after  the  let  day  of  January  1836,  to  the 
31st  day  of  December  1840,  the  Registrar's  Office,  the  Marshal's  Offices,  and  the  Sheriff's 
Offices,  of  British  Guiana,  shall  be  subject  to  the  regulation  and  control,  by  Ordinance,  of 
the  Court  of  Policy,  and  that  the  fees  and  revenues  of  the  said  last-recited  offices,  together 
with  the  fees  and  revenues  of  the  Government  Secretary's  Offices,  and  of  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Chief  Justice,  shall  also  be  subject  to  the  like  regulation  and  control,  by 
Ordinance :  provided  always,  that  the  salaries  of  such  of  the  officers  of  the  respective  dep^« 
ments  as  are  not  by  this  present  Ordinance  placed  on  the  Civil  List,  shall  be  defrayed 
and  paid  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  respective  offices  to  which  the  officers  may  severally 
belong.  Provided  also,  that  any  such  Ordinance  for  the  regulation  of  the  offices,  and  of 
the  fees  thereof  respectively  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  remain  in  force  beyond  two  years. 

6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  an  account  of  the  expenditure  of  the  contingencies,  and 
the  retiring  allowances  of  the  Civil  List  establishment  hereinbefore  provided,  and  of  the 
application  and  disposition  thereof,  should  be  laid  before  the  Court  of  Policy  at  its  first 
session  in  each  year ;  and  that  all  sums  of  money  which  shall,  at  the  end  of  each  year, 
remain  after  payment  of  all  such  contingencies  as  are  now  or  which  hereafter,  during  the 
said  term  of  five  years,  shall  be  charged  upon,  or  granted,  or  payable  therefrom  or  thereout, 
shall  be  paid  into  the  colonial  chest,  and  shall  become  part  and  parcel  of  the  ways  and 
means  of  British  Guiana.  Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  expressly  declared,  that  the 
rendering  of  any  such  account  or  accounts  of  the  contingencies  as  aforesaid  shall  not 
extend  or  be  construed  to  extend  to  authorise  or  permit  the  Court  of  Policy,  or  involve  any 
right  on  the  part  of  the  Court  of  Policy,  to  dispute  or  question  the  propriety  of  any  charge 
or  payment  which  shall  have  been  made  for  any  of  the  purposes  for  which  Uie  Civil  List 
may  have  been  granted ;  and,  moreover,  that  the  warrant  of  the  Lieutenant-governor  or 
officer  administering  the  Government,  with  the  receipt  of  the  individual  to  whom  the  money 
shall  be  issued,  shall  be  conclusive  vouchers  for  any  such  charge  or  payment. 

And  thsat  no  ignorance  may  be  pretended  of  this  our  Ordnance,  these  presents  shall  be 
published  as  customary. 

Thus  done  and  enacted  at  our  ordinary  Assembly,  held  at  the  Guiana  Public  Buildings 
in  George-town,  Demerara,  this  Bth  day  of  February  1836,  and  published  on  the  16th  fol- 
lowing. 

(signed)        J.  Carmichael  Smyth. 


By  command  of  the  Court, 


H.  E,  F.  Young,  Secretary. 


No,  4. 
Governor  Light 
to  Lord  Glenelg, 
30  June  1838. 


—  No.  4.  — 

Copt  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  George  Town,  Demerara,  30  June  1838. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  transmitting  a  memorial,  signed  by  a  numerous  and  highly 
respectable  class  of  inhabitants  of  Berbice,  on  the  subject  of  the  present  constitution  of  the 
Court  of  Policy.  The  memorialists  complain  that  their  interests  are  not  represented,  ovring 
to  the  mode  in  which  the  Electoral  College  is  formed.     I  have  thought  it  right  to  forward 
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the  memorial  without  delay  or  comment;  reserving  the  latter  to  a  future  occasion,  when  JJo.  4. 

I  shall  have  acquired  more  knowledge  of  the  subject,  and  of  the  merits  of  the  case.  G&femoT  Light 

^  ^  »,.         •  to  Lord  Glenelg, 

Ihave,&c.  30  June  1838. 
(signed)        Henry  Light,  ■ 

Gov.  B.  G. 


Enclosure  in  No.  4. 

To  Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty  Victoria,  Queen  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the      End.  in  No.  4. 

British  Colonies,  in  Council. 

The  humble  Petition  of  Your  Majesty's  most  loyal  and  dutiful  Subjects,  of  Berbice, 
in  the  Colony  of  British  Guiana, 

Most  respectfully  showeth, 

That  your  petitioners  have  for  a  long  time  past  been  subjected  to  two  most  important 
evils,  which  they  have  patiently  borne,  in  the  hope  and  expectation  that  the  defects  of  their 
constitution  would  have  been  brought  to  Your  Majesty's  notice  by  their  higher  authorities, 
from  which  redress  to  Your  Majesty's  faithful  subjects  would  inevitably  have  ensued ;  but, 
reasoning  from  the  disappointment  of  that  hope,  that  their  case  has  never  been  laid  before 
Your  Majesty,  they  now  desire  humbly  to  approach,  and  respectfully  to  present  a  true  and 
calm  statement  of  the  disadvantages  under  which  they  are  placed. 

The  colony  of  British  Guiana  is  divided  into  three  counties,  named  Essequibo,  Demerara, 
and  Berbice,  extending  along  a  coast  of  300  miles.  The  number  of  inhabitants  is  about 
110,000;  of  which  Demerara  contains  65,000;  Essequibo,  33,000,  and  Berbice,  22,000. 
The  two  towns,  Geoi^e  Town,  Demerara,  and  New  Amsterdam,  Berbice  (the  latter  being 
about  one-third  the  size  of  the  former),  are  80  miles  apart;  and  from  the  difficulty  of  con- 
veyance in  the  early  settlement  of  a  colony,  there  is  little  communication  between  them ;  so 
that  their  interests  ure  in  most  cases  separate,  and  indeed  in  a  great  measure  unknown  in 
particulars  to  each  other. 

The  mode  of  representation  in  the  Legislative  department  is,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
colony  jointly  return  seven  members  to  an  electoral  college,  who  nominate  the  colonial 
members  for  the  Court  of  Policy. 

Your  petitioners  formerly  enjoyed  their  own  government,  which  is  now  merged  in  that  of 
Demerara,  leaving,  however,  the  expenditure  and  taxation  distinct ;  and  your  petitioners 
have  not  been  granted  the  privilege  of  returning  members  to  the  joint  legislative  court  of 
their  own,  that  is,  resident  m  their  county,  and  therefore  acquainted  vrith  the  wants  and 
wishes  of  the  inhabitants,  and  convenient  for  them  to  apply  to ;  but  are  obliged  to  vote, 
jointly  with  Demerara  and  Essequibo,  for  the  electoral  college ;  the  consequence  of  which 
is,  that  Demerara,  possessing  a  surplus  of  votes,  has  the  power  to  elect  her  own  members 
into  that  college ;  by  them  her  inhabitants  are  preferred  for  the  Court  of  Policy,  and  Berbice 
is  left  unrepresented. 

The  members  of  the  College  of  Electors  are  such  for  life,  during  their  residence  in  the 
colony,  and  in  consequence  nominate  members  for  the  Court  of  Policy,  according  to  their 
pleasure  or  interest.  Your  petitioners,  therefore,  humbly  submit  that  the  colonial  members 
of  the  Court  of  Policy,  as  it  is  at  present  constituted,  are  not  representatives  of  the  people, 
but  representatives  of  the  members  of  the  electoral  college,  who,  when  once  elected,  possess 
an  irresponsible  and  inalienable  exercise  of  their  power. 

Your  petitioners,  therefore,  earnestly  entreat,  as  the  prayer  of  their  petition,  that  the 
representation  may  be  distinct  for  each  county,  and  direct  from  the  inhabitants. 

The  petitioners  of  Your  most  gracious  Majesty  have  stated  the  above  circumstances  singly, 
convinced  that  such  facts  are  in  themselves  their  most  poweiful  advocates;  and  that  a  calm 
and  simple  statement  of  them  will  best  obtain  Your  Majesty's  gracious  consideration,  from 
which  your  petitioners  rest  satisfied  that  full  justice,  on  all  points,  will  inevitably  result. 

Assuring  Yonr  Majesty  of  our  united  and  devoted  loyalty,  and  anticipating  for  Your 
Majesty  a  long,  a  happy,  and  a  glorious  reign  in  the  affection  of  your  subjects,  in  which 
feeling  we  will  give  precedence  to  none. 

We,  Your  Majesty's  humble  petitioners,  will  ever  pray. 
Berbice,  1  June  1838.  (101  Signatures.) 


„  No.  6.  — 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  Glenelg.  ^^^  ^^ 

My  Lord,  George  Town,  Demerara,  16  July  1838.       Governor  Light 

^  ^  ^  '  '  "^  ,  to  Lord  Glenelg, 

I  HAD  the  honour  of  transmitting  with  despatch  No.  3,  a  petition  from  Berbice,  with  most  iG  July  1838. 

respectable  signatures,  on  the  subject  of  the  election  law  for  the  five  colonial  members  of         " 

the  Court  of  Policy.     I  have  now  the  honour  of  forwarding  another  petition  on  the  same 

subject,  from  the  inhabitants  of  British  Guiana  generally ;  a  copy  of  the  newspaper  containing 

an  account  of  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  at  the  Public  Buildings,  and  a  copy  of  the 

resolutions  at  the  meeting  are  added.    The  signatures  are  of  the  highest  respectability. 
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No.  5.  Though  your  Lordship  is  fully  aware  of  the  constitution  of  the  Court  of  PoUcy,  yet  1  shall 

Covernor  Light        proceed  to  give  the  summary  of  the  contents  of  the  petition, 

16  July  1838?^'  ^^  1803,  the  Court  of  Policy  was  conceded,  which  was  to  be  the  Local  Legislature, 

•-,—,.,.„.,__,.        and,  except  for  taxation,  was  to  be  the  source  from  whence  the  laws  were  to  emanate. 

In  1831,  the  thre^"  districts,  Demerara,  Essequibo,  and  Berbice,  were  united  into  one 
province  under  the  denomination  of  British  Guiana,  to  be  represented  by  a  Court  of  Policy 
composed  of  five  official  members  and  five  elected  by  a  College  of  Electors. 

The  petitioners  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  point  out  that  this  sort  of  representation  is  at 
variance  with  general  ideas  of  a  hberal  government,  but  stale  the  radical  defect  in  the 
present  mode  of  electing  their  representatives. 

All  the  colonists  having  an  income  of  2,001  guilders,  or  paying  direct  taxes  of  70  gmlders, 
are  entitled  to  vote  for  members  of  the  College  of  Electors,  formerly  Kiezers,  an  institution 
for  life  of  seven  members,  whose  only  duty  is  to  elect  the  colonial  representatives,  without 
reference  to,  or  necessary  connexion  with,  any  district. 

These  seven  electors  being  for  life  may  retain  opinions  and  ideas  totally  at  variance  with 
the  wants  of  the  colony,  and  may  therefore  be  biased  in  their  choice  of  members  by  feelings 
which  may  be  contrary  to  the  interests  of  the  colony. 

The  petitioners  pray  that  Her  Majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  aboUsh  the  College  of 
Electors,  and  allow  the  elective  franchise  to  be  direct  in  the  selection  of  colonial  members 
for  the  Court  of  Pohcy,  and  that  the  three  counties  of  Demerara,  Essequibo,  and  Berbice, 
should  have  the  right  to  choose  their  own  members,  in  the  proportion  due  to  their  importance. 

The  general  wish  seems  to  be  to  give  two  members  to  Demerara,  65,000  inhabitants ;  two 
to  Berbice,  22,000  inhabitants;  and  one  to  Essequibo,  33,000  inhabitants;  unless  it  may  be 
thought  right  to  add  another  member  for  Essequibo,  and  balance  by  some  other  official 
member. 

A  favourable  reception  of  the  prayers  of  the  petition  will  be  most  gratefully  acknowledged. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Henry  Light. 


End.  in  No.  5.  Enclosure  in  No.  5. 

Unto  The  Queen's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 

The  humble  Memorial  and  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Province  of  British  ChUcma, 
agreed  to  at  a  Pubhc  Meeting,  duly  convened  and  held  in  the  Hall  of  the  Court  of 
Justice,  on  Wednesday  the  23d  May  1838 ;  his  Honor  the  High  Sheriff  being  in  the 
Chair. 

May  it  please  Your  Majesty, 

We,  your  petitioners,  are  humblv  desirous  of  approaching  Your  Majesty's  royal  presence 
with  the  assurance  of  our  loyal  and  dutiful  attachment. 

Deeply  sensible  of  the  anxious  attention  with  which  the  interests  of  the  dependencies  of 
the  Crown  are  regarded  by  Your  Majesty,  we  are  devoutly  grateful  to  Divine  Providence 
for  that  general  prosperity  to  which,  under  Your  Majesty  and  Your  Majesty's  royal  prede- 
cessors, the  provmce  of  British  Guiana  has  already  attained. 

Encouraged  by  the  knowledge  of  the  great  desire  of  Your  Majesty  to  ameUorate  all  laws 
and  institutions  at  variance  with  the  rights  and  interests  of  all  the  subjects  of  the  Crown, 
your  petitioners  have  been  induced  to  lay  at  the  feet  of  Your  Majesty  this  humble  memo- 
rial and  petition,  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  from  Your  Majesty's  royal  wisdom  the  correction 
of  certain  flagrant  defects  m  the  representative  constitution  of  this  province. 

The  settlement  of  British  Guiana,  as  a  colony  acquired  by  conquest,  has  hitherto  been 
subject  to  the  authority  of  Your  Majesty  and  your  royal  predecessors  in  Council,  as  its 
supreme  legislative  power;  but  it  was  conceded  to  the  colonists,  in  the  year  1803,  that  a 
body  denominated  the  "  Court  of  Policjr,"  an  ancient  institution,  should  exercise  the  right 
of  acting,  in  all  respects,  as  the  local  legislature  of  the  colony,  except  in  the  single  instance 
of  levying  taxes  upon  the  inhabitants. 

In  the  year  1831  the  three  districts  of  Demerara,  Essequibo,  and  Berbice,  were  united 
into  one  province,  under  the  denomination  of  "  British  Guiana ;"  which  province  contains  a 
population  of  upwards  of  100,000  inhabitants,  and  is  represented  by  a  Court  of  Policy, 
composed  of  but  ten  members ;  five  of  whom  are  entitled  to  sit  by  virtue  of  their  offices 
under  the  Crown,  and  five  are  elected  by  the  College  of  Electors,  the  Governor  of  the  colony 
being  entitled  to  act  as  the  President  of  the  Court,  and  enjoying,  in  that  capacity,  the 
privilege  of  a  double  vote. 

Your  petitioners  do  not  deem  it  necessary  at  this  time  to  represent,  that  a  constitution 
thus  framed  but  ill  accords  with  those  notions  of  liberal  government  which  tliey  have  been 
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taught  to  entertain,  as  being  conducive  to  the  best  interests  of  the  governed ;  nor  are  they  V^   c 

at  this  moment  prep^u-ed  to  point  out  the  best  remedies  for  the  various  defects  of  the  existing  Governor  Licht 

constitution  of  feritish  Guiana,  which  they  believe  Your  Majesty  in  Council  will  take  into  to  Loid  Glei^ff. 

your  serious  consideration,  and  make  such  amendments  and  alterations  thereon  as  the  idJvAyiS^i^ 
changed  condition  of  the  colonists  will  require  at  the  termination  of  the  apprenticeship,  in       •-■—...dk.. 
the  year  1840. 

One  very  radical  and  obvious  defect,  however,  does  exist  in  the  present  mode  of  electing 
the  elective  members  of  the  Court  of  Pohcy,  which,  in  your  petitioners'  humble  opinion, 
cannot  be  too  early  corrected,  and  which  they  most  respectfully  beg  leave  to  submit  to 
Your  Majesty  in  Council,  with  the  view  of  havmg  it  remedied. 

The  five  elective  members  of  the  present  Colonial  Legislature  of  the  colony  of  British 
Guiana  are  not  elected  directly  by  the  inhabitants,  nor  is  it  obligatory  on  the  college  of 
electors  to  return  members  to  the  Court  of  Policy  for  each  separate  county.  Colonists, 
returning  an  income  of  2,001  guilders,  as  also  those  paying  the  sum  of  70  guilders  of  direct 
colonial  taxes,  are  entitled  to  vote  for  the  members  of  the  CoUeee  of  Electors  (formerly 
*^  Kiezers  "),  an  institution  consisting  of  seven  members,  who  are  chosen  for  Ufe,  and  whose 
only  duty  it  is  to  elect  the  five  colonial  members,  to*  legislate  for  the  community  at  large  in 
the  Court  of  Policy,  without  reference  to,  or  necessary  connexion  with,  any  particular 
portion  or  district  of  the  colony. 

It  is  obvious  that  9.  body  of  electors  bein^  chosen  for  life  and  placed  between  the 
inhabitants  of  the  colony  and  those  who  ought  to  be  their  representatives,  tends,  by  dis- 
connecting the  constituency  fi'om  the  legislature,  to  degrade  the  elective  section  of  the 
Court  of  F olicy  whilst  at  the  same  time  it  places  the  aforesaid  College  of  Electors  beyond 
the  control  of  their  brother  colonists,  to  whom  they  stand  in  the  position  of  an  utterly 
irresponsible  body.  Indeed  it  is  abundantly  apparent  that  it  may  happen  that  this  inter- 
mediate body  may  continue  to  entertain  opinions  which,  after  many  years  fi'om  the  date  of 
their  election,  may  have  ceased  to  be  in  unison  with  those  of  the  greater  proportion  of  their 
constituents. 

Thus  upon  vacancies  occurring  in  the  Court  of  Policy,  it  is  not  too  much  to  suppose  it 
possible  tnat  they  may  be  filled  up  by  men  whose  public  views  are  at  once  antiquated  and 
veiy  materially  different  from,  those  of  the  great  bulk  of  the  colonists  for  whom  they  are 
called  upon  to  legislate,  and  whose  property  and  interest  are  placed  under  their  control. 

Your  petitioners  are  humbly  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  a  great  improvement  upon  the 
present  system  of  representation  were  the  present  colleffe  of  electors  (formerly  "  Kaezers'^) 
entirely  abolished,  and  the  firanchise  placed  directly  in  the  hands  of  the  voters ;  and  further 
that  it  would  be  still  more  just  and  equitable,  were  the  counties  which  now  compose  the 
colony,  each  to  have  the  power  of  returning  its  own  member  or  members  to  represent  the 
opinions  and  interests  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  colonial  legislature. 

Your  petitioners  cannot  hope  for  any  amelioration  or  change  of  the  legislature  of  the 
province  that  will  nrove  either  satisfactory  or  advantageous  to  Your  Majesty's  subjects 
thereof,  unless  the  College  of  Electors  be  at  once  totally  abolished,  as  a  body  completely  at 
variance  with  the  opinions  and  feelings  of  British  subjects. 

May  it  therefore  please  Your  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  Your  most  honorable 
Privy  Council,  graciously  to  take  into  consideration  the  particular  formation  of  the  colonial 
legislature  of  Bntish  Guiana,  and  grant  to  Your  Majesty's  loyal  subjects  in  this  colony 
such  relief  in  the  premises  as  to  Your  Majesty  in  Council  may  seem  just  and  reasonable, 
and  so  far  to  assimilate  the  constitution  of  British  Guiana  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  as 
to  abolish  the  College  of  Electors  (formerly  Kiezers),  and  grant  to  the  voters  the  right  of 
directly  electing  their  representatives  in  the  Court  of  Policy. 

And  Your  Majesty's  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 


Public  Mebting. 
Hall  of  the  Supreme  Courts  of  Justice. 

Guiana  Pubhc  Buildings^  Wednesday,  23  May. 

The  approach  of  two  o'clock  this  afternoon,  the  hour  appointed  for  the  meeting  of  inha- 
bitants of  British  Guiana,  relative  to  the  abolition  of  the  (Jollege  of  Kiezers,  brought  with 
it  a  large  concourse  of  respectable  people,  who  crowded  the  gallery  of  the  Public  Buildings 
with  much  anxiety  and  interest,  ooon  after  two  the  doors  of  the  Hall  of  Supreme  Justice 
were  thrown  open,  and  every  one  instantly  rushed  in,  choosing  for  himself  such  a  seat  or 
station  as  seemed  likely  to  be  advantageous  for  hearing  and  view.  A  few  gentlemen  were 
on  the  platform  set  apart  for  ihe  judicial  bench.     Among  these  was 

Mr.  Colin  Simson,  who  said,  Gentlemen,  I  move  that  his  Honor  the  High  Sheriff  take 
the  chair. 

Mr.  Abraham  Gamett,  who  stood  near  Mr.  Simson,  said,  I  beg  to  second  that  motion. 
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.No.  5.  Hb  Honor  the  High  Sheriff,  amid  the  acclamations  of  the  meeting,  took  the  centre  chair ; 

Governor  Light       whereupon  it  was  proposed  by  the  same  gentleman ,  and  in  like  mtmner  carried,  that 

to  Lord  Gleodg,     Mr.G.F.  Smyth  should  act  as  secretary.     Mr.  Smyth  took  his  seat  accordingly  at  the 

16  JiUjr  183^         r^istrar's  table. 

^  The  Chairman :  The  gentlemen  who  have  any  motions  to  make  had  better  come  up 

*  here. 

A  crowd  of  gentlemen  mounted  the  platform,  in  compliance  with  this  invitation.  Among 
them  were  Messrs.  R.  G.  Butts,  E.  J.  Trou^ton,  John  Beete,  S.  A.  Harvey,  John  Noble 
Barvey,  John  Jackson,  Henry  Montaroux,  b.  D.  Landry,  and  John  Christy,  and  Dr.  Blair. 
His  Honor  the  Chairman  then  rose,  and  spoke  somewhat  to  the  following  effect :  Gentle- 
men, having  done  me  the  honor  to  call  me  to  the  chair  of  this  numerous  and  highly 
respectable  meeting,  you  may  think  it  proper  that  I  should  explain  briefly,  first,  the  object 
for  which  we  are  met ;  and,  secondly,  the  manner  in  which  it  is  proposed  that  our  pro- 
ceedings shall  be  regulated.  The  object  of  the  meeting  is  so  clearly  set  forth  in  the  requi- 
sition convening  it,  uiat  I  think  I  cannot  do  better  than  by  readine  that  document  to  you ; 
and  you  will  please  to  bear  in  mind,  gentlemen,  that  it  is  lor  the  objects  therein  stated,  and 
for  those  objects  alone,  that  we  are  here  assembled  to-day.    The  requisition  says : — 

"  Demarary,  10  May  1838. 

^'  We,  the  undersigned  inhabitants  of  British  Guiana,  request  that  your  honor  will  con- 
vene a  pubhc  meeting,  in  Georgetown,  to  consider  the  propriety  of  petitioning  Her  Majesty 
•in  Council  to  abolish  the  College  of  Electors,  or  Kiezers,  in  this  colony,  and  to  confer  on  the 
voters  the  right  of  directly  electing  the  members  of  the  Court  of  Pohcy. 

"  To  his  Konor  (Jeorge  Bagot, 
High  Sheriff,  &c.  &c." 

The  object  of  the  meeting,  then,  is  to  consider  the  propriety  of  petitioning  Her  Majesty  in 
Council  to  abolish  the  College  of  Electors,  or  Keizers,  in  this  colony,  and  to  confer  on  the 
voter  the  right  of  electing,  directly,  the  members  of  the  Court  of  Policy.    The  manner  in 
which  the  proceedings  will  be  conducted  is,  that  each  gentleman  shall  bring  forward  his 
resolution,  and  propose  it  for  the  approbation  of  the  meeting  at  large.     The  resolutions  vrill 
be  adopted,  modified,  or  rejected  by  the  majority  of  the  votes.     If  they  are  carried,  then 
a  committee  will  be  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  embodying  the  substance  of  them  in  a 
petition  to  Her  Majesty  the  Queen — ^whom  may  God  bless  and  preserve ! — and  copies  of 
the  petition  will  be  left  for  signature  at  such  places  as  may  oe  hereafter  notified  by 
the  committee.     Having  given  this  short  outline,  gentlemen,  it  was  not  my  intention  to 
proceed  farther  with  regard  to  the  subject-matter  of  this  proposed  petition,  or  to  take  any 
part  farther  than  to  endeavour,  as  your  chairman,  and  witn  your  kind  assistance,  to  secure 
to  every  gentlemen  who  may  be  wishfiil  of  addressing  the  meeting,  and  who  does  not 
wander  beyond  the  bounds  of  the  definite  object  which  it  has  in  view,  a  patient  and  impar- 
tial hearing,  and  to  preserve  that  order  wnich  is  essential  to  the  discussion  of  a  great 
question  of  such  difficulty.     I  have  said,  gentlemen,  that  it  was  my  intention  to  confine 
myself  to  this.     I  have,  however,  been  induced  to  depart  from  that,  in  consequence  of  my 
attention  having  been  called  to  the  terms  in  which  the  institution,  about  which  we  are  met 
to  consider,  has  been  spoken  of  in  one  of  the  colonial  journals.   It  should  be  borne  in  mind, 
gentlemen,  that  the  present  mode  of  electing  the  members  of  your  legislative  body,  and 
lormerly  also  some  of  the  members  of  the  judicial  court,  was  instituted  by  that  State  to 
which  this  country  once  owed  its  allegiance  as  a  colony,  a  State  as  highly  instructed,  pos- 
sessing as  much  collective  wisdom,  prudence,  and  forethought,  and  enjoying  as  free  in- 
stitutions as  any  state  in  the  known  world,  and  that  it  was  modelled  after  the  institutions 
of  that  free  country,  and  established  for  the  use  of  the  men  who  emigrated  thence. 
Can  it,  therefore,  gentlemen,  be  justly  denominated  unjust,  oppressive,  or  vexatious?     It  is 
true  the  sovereignty  of  the  colony  has  since  been  changed,  and  I  will  grant  that  the 
mode  of  electing  the  members  of  the  legislature  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  institutions 
of  the  present  parent  state,  of  that  free  and  happy  country,  fi'om  which  most  of  you  have 
come,  and  whicn  most  of  you  have  the  gratification  and  pride  of  calling  their  own  mother 
country.     To  such  it  may  be,  nay  it  is,  an  object  to  make  their  institutions,  as  much  as 
possible,  similar  to  those  under  which  they  were  bom  and  educated.     But,  though  they 
prefer  their  own,  I  am  sure  they  have  too  much  generosity,  too  much  good  sense,  to  stigma- 
tize those  of  another  fi'ee  country.-    Gentlemen,  it  is  also  to  be  remembered  this  institution 
has  been  approved  and  confirmed,  nay,  when  departed  fix)m,  has  been  brought  back  to  its 
original  state  by  the  British  Government,  and  tnat  some  amongst  us  can  recollect  having 
received  no  mean  advantages  from  its  being  so.     Shall  we  then  charge  that  Government 
with  injustice  and  oppression?     I  can  only  say,  in  conclusion,  that  there  maybe  many 
persons  now  living  under  the  sway  of  the  British  Government  who  prefer  institutions  which, 
perhaps,  were  borrowed  from  another  country,  but  under  which  this  colony  has  become 
great,  prosperous,  and  flourishing,  to  a  degree  not  f)aralleled  in  the  Western  Hemisphere. 
These  persons  may  find  the  present  system  better  suited  to  their  tastes  and  feelings.    The 
<]uestion,  however,  for  your  consideration,  and  a  fair  and  legitimate  question  it  is,  is,  whether 
in  accordance  with  the  expressed  views  of  Her  Majesty's  Sovemment,  of  progressively  as- 
similating the  institutions  of  this  fine  colony  to  those  of  the  parent  state,  whether,  as  a  step 
towards  attaining  that  object,  a  petition  should  be  presented  to  Her  Majesty  in  Council, 
praying  her  to  abolish  the  College  of  Kiezers,  and  to  confer  on  the  voters  the  ri^ht  of 

directly 
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directly  electing  the  members  of  the  Court  of  Policy.     I  now  call  upon  the  gentlemen  to  J^q^  r^ 

come  forward  with  their  resolutions.  Governor  Light 

Mr.  Beete  said,  he  begged  to  move,  "That  a  fair,  free,  and  direct  representation  in  the  to  Lord  Glenelg, 

Legislature  is  a  universally  acknowledsjed  privilege  of  every  British  subject,  and  that  it  is  a  ^^  J«ly  1838. 
sacred  duty  each  owes  to  himself,  his  fellow-subjects,  and  posterity,  to  use  every  legal  ■ 

means  to  obtain  such  fair,  free,  and  direct  representation  in  the  legislature  of  the  country 
in  which  he  resides." 

Mr.  Butts.     I  second  that  resolution. 

The  Chairman  having  formally  put  the  resolution,  and  the  meeting  having  declared  in 
&vour  of  it,  by  acclamations,  amiast  which  we  could  not  catch  a  dissentient  voice, 

Mr.  Troughton  rose,  and,  in  an  audible  tone,  and  with  much  coUectedness  of  manner, 
ispoke  something  to  this  effect :  Sir,  the  preceding  resolution,  affirming  a  sound  principle. 
and  depressing  correct  doctrine,  having  passed  without  a  dissenting  voice,  I  am  relievea 
from  a  good  deal  of  anxiety  as  to  the  fate  of  another,  which  is  similar  undoubtedly  in 
meaning,  although  it  goes  more  immediately  to  the  object  for  which  we  are  assembled. 
And,  sir,  let  me  first  of  all  congratulate  this  meeting,  and  indeed  the  colony  at  large,  on 
the   numerous  and   respectable  attendance  which   we   witness   here   this   day,   evincing 
that  a  deep  interest  is  telt  on  the  subject,  and  manifesting  that  one  of  the  most  obvious 
defects  in  our  social  system  is  at  length  fully  perceived,  that  general  notice  is  directed 
to  it,  and  that  the  pubuc  attention,  so  long  dormant,  and  so  difficult  to  arouse,  is  at  last 
awakening  to  the  existence  of  errors,  and  the  necessity  of  correcting  them.     And  here, 
sir,  while  J  would  guard  myself  from  being  considered  too  subservient  to  the  power  of 
public  opinion,  permit  me  to  say  that  if  you  do  not  admit  its  due  influence,  and  its  salutary 
control,  you  cannot  expect  stability  to  characterize  any  of  your  measures  relating  to  public 
institutions.     The  object  for  which  we  are  met  is,  to  eimress  our  sentiments  respecting  a 
glaring  defect  in  our  so-called  representative  system ;  ana  if,  in  directing  any  of  my  remarks 
against  it,  I  may  seem  to  make  them  somewhat  harsh  in  their  application,  1  say  that  I  am 
neither  casting,  nor  intending  to  cast,  upon  any  who  either  do  now,  or  did  at  any  previous 
time,  hold  seats  in  the  College  of  Electors  or  Court  of  Policy  any  reflection  whatever. 
For  many  of  those  gentlemen  I  entertain  a  very  high  respect,  and  on  none  of  them  are 
the   defects  of  the  present  system  chargeable.     Tne  gnevance,  sir,  of  which  we  com^ 
plain,  is,  that  we  are  not  sufficiently  represejited  in  our  local  legislature,  and  the  cause  of 
that  grievance  is  the  method  of  election,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  College  of 
Kiezers.    As  to  the  grievance  itself,  after  the  ready  assent  which  was  given  to  the  first  reso- 
lution, I  shall  not  allude  to  it  any  further  than  to  state,  that  it  must  be  borne  in  recol- 
lection, that  if  ever  could  be  conceded  to  any  tax-paying  commimity,  with  imdoubted 
propriety  and  with  perfect  safety,  the  privilege  of  electing  their  own  representatives,  then  it 
may  be  safely  and  properly  conceded  to  this  colony.     For  when  we  come  to  refer  to  the 
high  rate  of  qualification,  we  find  that  the  meanest  individual  entitled  to  have  a  vote,  must  at 
least  have  an  annual  income  of  1 50  /.,  or  pay  5  Z.  in  direct  taxes.  With  respect  to  the  grievance, 
or  rather  the  cause  of  the  grievance,  which  I  can  call  nothing  else  than  a  burdensome  infringe^ 
ment  on  the  privileges  of  the  colony,  namely,  the  intervention  of  a  supreme  electoral  body,  the 
members  of^  which  hold  office  for  life,  I  have  to  state  that,  objectionable  as  it  is,  in  placing 
that  body  beyond  the  control  of  their  constituents,  and  beyond  the  influence  of  that  respon- 
sibility, which  is  the  essence  of  fair  representation ;  hignly  objectionable  as  it  is  even  in 
our  ancient  constitution,  the  present  is  not  a  practice  hallowed  by  long  usage.  For  I  believe 
that  from  the  year  1812  tol8dl,a  period  comprehending  more  than  half  me  term  during 
which  this  colony  has  been  under  the  British  rule,  although  not  under  the  enjoyments  of  the 
blessings  of  British  freedom,itwas  the  usage  for  the  College  of  Electors  to  return  every  two  years^ 
to  their  constituents,  and  to  be  thus,  to  a  certain  extent,  an  accountable  and  responsible  body. 
I  have  alluded  to  this  circumstance,  sir,  for  the  purpose  of  availing  myself  of  the  opportunity 
of  expressing  my  utter  astonishment  that,  in  the  very  year  when  the  Government  at  home 
were  striving  so  ardently  to  extend  the  elective  franchise,  and  widen  the  portals  of  their 
constitution,  they  should  pursue  towards  this  colony  a  less  liberal  and  conciliatory  policy, 
and  that  even  the  fragment  of  freedom  and  representation  which  we  formerly  enjoyed  should 
be  entirely  demolished.  We  may,  then,  return  this  answer  to  those  who  look  upon  the  college 
as  a  relic  of  the  good  old  times,  and  as  such  fear  to  uplift  their  hands  against  it,  reluctant  to 
disturb  the  time-honoured  institutions  of  other  ages.     I  am  satisfied  that  no  one  will  defend 
it  upon  this  ground.     I  trust  that  we  shall  have  the  votes,  and  carry  away  the  feelings,  of 
every  one  who  may  have  formerly  laboured  under  this  mistake.     As  for  myself,  whatever 
terms  I  may  apply  to  this  tortuous  system,  I  confess  that  it  was  far  less  obnoxious  once. 
It  once  contained  the  germs  of  better  things,  and,  had  the  same  system  been  permitted 
still  to  remain,  I  am  sure,  if  it  found  defenders,  we  should  have  been  better  disposed  to  listen 
to  the  appeal.     But,  sir,  the  present  system  contains  no  flower  of  hope.     It  is,  I  may 
say,  a  weed,  having  neither  bud,  nor  bloom,  nor  blossom  ;  a  withered  and  dried  stem,  this 
system  of  irresponsible  power  and  nominal  representation.     It  is  bad,  inasmuch  as  it  erects 
a  barrier  between  the  representatives  and  the  constituent  body.     It  is  opposed  to  the 
free  institutions  of  our  mother  country,  and,  finally,  it  is  an  involved,  feeble,  and  in- 
tricate method  of  exercising  a  plain,  simple,  and  valuable  privilege.     I  cannot  imagine 
what  can  be  the  arguments  of  any  individual,  who  may  oppose   us  in  our  legitimate 
desire  to  remove  a  felt  and  proved  inconvenience.     But  I  am  aware  that  I  may  be  told  that 
at  this  peculiar  time,  when  a  great  revolution  in  the  foundation  of  our  social  system  is  going 
on,  when  imprudent  men  are  making  grave  experiments  in  matters  intimately  affecting  our 
404.  E  2  internal 
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jJq^  f^^  internal  welfare,  I  may  be  told  that  this  is  not  the  time  to  add  to  social  excitement 

Gktveroor  Light  political  agitation,  and  to  increase  the  troubles  to  which  we  may  be  exposed,  by  partial 
to  Lord  Olenelg,  efforts  at  altering  our  present  constitution.  To  this  I  would  reply,  Sir,  that  the  evils 
16  July  1838.  which  we  seek  to  remove  will,  in  being  redressed,  bring  no  convulsion;   they  are  not 

j^^m,m,^,mm^  rooted  in  old  sympathies,  not  associated  with  ancient  recollections.  They  have  not  the 
haze  of  antiquity  to  shroud  and  at  least  beautify  them;  and,  like  a  decayed  leaf,  they 
will  fall,  unregretted  and  unnoticed,  before  the  breath  of  the  spirit  of  the  times.  If 
we  were  among  those  who  advocated  great,  and  i)erhaps  useful,  out  immature  plans  for 
rendering  our  present  constitution  perfect ;  if  we  joined  with  those  who  say  that  the  reso- 
lutions do  not  go  far  enough,  and  who  refuse  to  take  a  nart  unless  they  can  get  all,  such 
a  reply  might  be  made  to  us,  but  it  cannot  apply  now.  l)n  the  contrary,  we  may  take  up 
the  warning  voice,  we  may  assume  the  attitude  of  admonition,  and  may  remind  you  that 
the  best  preparation  for  possible  abuse  is  the  correction  of  existing  error,  and  the  best  pre- 
paration for  possible  trouble  the  removal  of  acknowledged  and  true  grievances.  By  purging 
your  political  atmosphere  of  whatever  is  noxious  and  may  cause  disaster,  then  you  will  have 
no  cause  to  anticipate  evil  from  the  clouds,  which,  though  now  overshadowing  you  with 
gloom,  may  yet  again — as  they  have  heretofore,  and  that  at  no  very  remote  period — burst  in 
unexpected  blessings  upon  you.  I  move,  "  That  the  College  of  Electors,  or  Kiezers,  em- 
powered by  the  constitution  at  present  existing  in  this  colony  to  nominate  the  elective 
members  of  the  Court  of  Policy,  is  an  institution  totally  inadequate  to  secure  the  free,  tsar, 
and  direct  representation  of  the  inhabitants,  and,  being  elected  for  life,  are  not  accountable 
to  their  constituents ;  and  that  thus  tiie  colonists,  not  directly  delegating  their  power,  are 
not  sufficiently  represented  in  the  local  legislature,  and  that  it  is  therefore  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  use  every  effort  for  its  abolition,  in  order  that  the  members  of  the  Court  of  Policy 
may  be  directly  elected  by  the  constituency." 

Dr.  Blair  seconded  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Troughton. 

The  Chairman  put  the  resolution,  which  was  carried  by  acclamation. 

Mr.  Gamett  came  forward :  I  entirely  concur  in  what  has  been  said  by  Mr.  Troughton. 
I  hold  that  the  mode  of  electing  the  members  of  the  court  through  a  body,  consisting  only 
of  seven  persons,  instead  of  being  a  proper  representation  of  a  thousand  voices,  is  totally 
irregular,  however  much  it  may  be  opposed  to,  or  consonant  to,  the  practice  of  former  days. 
The  present  constitution  of  the  country  (we  fear  that  we  have  missed  one  or  two  words  of 
Mr.  Oramett's  address,  no  part  of  which  was  delivered  in  a  very  audible  voice),  contains  a 
very  material  defect,  even  if  it  be  continued  according  to  the  method  which  once  prevailed, 
and  that  is,  that  district  members  are  not  sent  from  each  county.  The  College  of  Kiezers, 
at  present,  are  empowered  to  elect  members  for  all  the  counties.  I  mean  that  they  can  send 
as  members  for  Essequibo,  Demerara,  and  Berbice,  gentlemen  who  reside  in  Demerara. 
Now  that  is  irregular,  and  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  fair  representation.  Berbice  is  a  very 
important  branch  of  this  province.  The  county  of  Berbice  contains  a  vast  population,  in 
proportion  to  the  whole,  its  elective  franchise  is  the  same  with  that  of  the  other  counties, 
and  its  inhabitants  are  as  well  informed,  and  yet,  at  this  moment,  it  has  no  member  in  the 
Court  of  PoUcy.  I  propose  that  it  shall  be  incumbent  on  each  county,  that  it  is  expedient 
that  each  county  shall  return  its  own  representative  to  the  Court  of  PoUcy,  the  said  repre- 
sentative to  be  voted  for  in  and  by  the  county  which  returns  him.  I  shaU  not  detain  you, 
gentlemen,  any  longer.  The  object  of  the  meeting  is  excellent,  the  abolition  of  the 
tJoUege  of  Kiezers.  Therefore,  to  broach  any  ulterior  point  would  be  inconvenient  and 
improper.  My  motion  is,  "  That  it  would  be  expedient  and  proper  that  the  elective 
members  for  the  respective  counties  of  the  colony,  be  returned  by  the  electors  of  such 
counties." 

Mr.  Simson  :  I  beg  leave  to  second  that  motion. 

The  resolution  was  put  and  carried  like  the  two  preceding. 

Mr.  Jackson  said  he  moved,  "  that  the  substance  of  tne  resolutions  now  carried,  be 
embodied  in  a  memorial  to  the  Queen  in  Council." 

Mr.  Gilgeous  seconded  the  resolution,  which  was  also  carried  without  dissent. 

Mr.  Landry  then  moved,  and  Mr.  S.  A.  Harvey  seconded  the  fifth  resolution,  which  was 
as  follows :  "  That  Messrs.  Gamett,  Butts,  Laing,  Troughton,  and  Blair  be  requested  to  act 
as  a  committee  to  frame  the  petition,  and  to  lay  it  before  this  meeting." 

This  being  also  agreed  to  without  any  opposition, 

The  chairman  said,  that  the  gentlemen  nominated  for  the  Committee,  would,  with  the 
permission.of  the  meeting,  retire  for  a  few  minutes,  in  order  to  get  their  petition  ready. 

The  committee  retired  accordingly,  and  in  a  very  short  time  made  their  re-appearance ; 
whereupon  the  secretary  received  and  read  the  document  in  question,  which  ran  tnus : 

(Vide  Petition  to  The  Queen,  page  28.) 

Mr.  Christy  then  said,  that  after  the  very  unanimous  feeling  with  which  the  resolutions 
had  been  proposed,  received,  and  adopted,  it  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  make  any  further 
remark  than  to  say,  that  the  petition  ought  to  be  adopted  by  the  meeting  ;  that  his  Honor 
the  Chairman  ought  to  be  requested  to  sign  it,  in  order  to  give  it  authenticity,  and  that  it 
ought  to  be  laid  before  the  public  for  signature,  and  then  transmitted,  through  his  Excel- 
lency the  Governor,  to  Her  Majesty  in  Council.  He  begged  to  hand  to  his  Honor  a 
resolution  to  that  effect. 


High 


The  Chairman  took  the  resolution,  and,  after  examining  its  wording,  said, "  That  the 

Hig* 
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High  Sheri£f  be  requested  to  dign  it"    That  is  not  required,  I  should  think.    You  know  I  ff^    ^ 

am  a  public  officer;  it  ought  to  be  signed  by  some  one  unconnected  with  the  government;  Governor  Licbt 
but,  it  it  is  the  general  sense  of  the  meeting — I  would  rather,  however, —  to  Lo^d  Glenelg 

Mr.  Butts  said,  that  the  chairman  of  public  meetings  generally  signed  such  documents,  ^^  Ju^y  ^^3^. 
in  order  to  authenticate  them.  ^-  ^ 

Mr.  Emery,  who  spoke  from  the  floor,  and  during  the  delivery  of  whose  observations  we 
found  it  impossible  to  take  notes,  said,  in  substance,  thus : — If  so  humble  an  individual  as 
himself  might  venture  to  address  the  meeting,,  he  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  relieving 
his  Honor  the  Chairman  from  the  dilemma  in  which  he  seemed  to  oe  placed.  It  was 
necessary  that  his  Honor  should  attest  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  with  his  signature ; 
but  the  meeting  could  not  ask  his  Honor  to  sign  the  petition  itself.  His  approbation  or 
disapprobation  of  that  document  must  be  left  to  his  own  discretion.  Certainly,  as  a  piece 
of  courtesy,  he  ought  to  be  the  first  requested  to  set  down  his  name,  but  if  he  declined  to 
do  so,  the  meeting  could  not  help  it.  He  (Mr.  E.)  would  respectfully  suggest  to  Mr. 
Christy  the  propriety  of  asking  his  Honor  only  to  sign  the  minutes  of  proceedings,  which 
minutes  woiUd  state  that  on  such  and  such  a  day,  and  at  such  and  such  a  meeting,  the 
petition  which  accompanied  them,  whether  signed  by  his  Honor  or  not,  had  been  agreed 
"upon. 

The  Chairman  was  understood  to  express  his  concurrence  in  these  observations,  but  to 
add  that  he  would  be  guided  by  the  general  sense  of  the  meeting. 

Mr.  Emery  said  he  had  spoken  merely  with  the  view  of  extricating  his  Honor  the  Chair- 
man from  the  embarrassment  into  which  he  seemed  to  have  been  thrown. 

Mr.  Christy  said,  he  would,  then,  move  his  resolution  somewhat  altered ;  it  was,  "  that 
the  petition  now  read  be  adopted,  and  that  the  gentlemen  forming  the  committee  be 
requested  to  lay  it  before  the  public  for  signature,  and  to  forward  it,  through  his  Excellency 
the  Governor,  to  Her  Majesty  in  Council. 

Mr.  Montai*oux  seconded  Mr.  Christy's  resolution. 

Dr.  Dodgson,  who  was  also  on  the  floor,  was  understood  to  say,  that  if  he  might  presume 
to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  meeting,  for  from  the  first  he  had  been  one  of  those  who  had 
supported  its  object,  he  would  ofier  an  objection  to  one  part  of  the  document  which  had 
been  just  read. 

A  gentlemen,  probably  the  secretary,  said,  it  is  passed  already. 

Dr.  Dodgson  said,  the  very  question  now  before  the  meeting  was,  whether  the  petition 
should  be  adopted  or  not.  He  had  noticed  a  particular  informcuity  in  the  petition ;  it  was 
not  in  strict  accordance  with  the  avowed  object  for  which  the  meeting  had  assembled. 
There  was  matter  in  the  prayer  of  that  petition  never  contemplated  in  the  requisition  by 
which  the  meeting  had  been  convened. — {Ready  read  !) 

The  secretary :  '^  So  as  to  assimilate  the  constitution  of  British  Guiana  as  much  as  pos- 
sible with  that  of  Great  Britain,  and  in  the  meantime  to  abolish  the  College  of  Electors 
(formerly  Keizers)." 

Dr.  iJodgson :  May  I  ask.  Sir,  are  we  met  to-day  in  order  to  prav  Her  Majesty  to  assi- 
milate the  constitution  of  this  colony  to  the  British  Constitution  r  tVe  are  met  but  for  one 
definite  point,  and  for  one  alone,  and  I  say  that  that  prayer  exceeds  it.  In  the  requisition 
there  was  but  one  distinct  object  proposed.  Will  any  gentleman  tell  me  that  there  is  no 
ulterior  object  there  ?  For  all  we  know,  the  ulterior  object  may  be  the  entire  dissolution  of 
.our  present  social  system.  It  clearly  admits  of  that  construction  if  you  do  not  Umit  it ; 
they  say,  "  so  as  to  assimilate  it  as  much  as  possible  to  that  of  Great  Britain."  Why,  they 
m^y  want  to  introduce  here  our  House  of  Lords  and  our  House  of  Commons.  How  are  we 
to  limit  their  views  ?  Do  they  mean  to  tell  me  that  the  British  Government  will  assimi- 
late their  constitution  to  the  constitution  of  Great  Britain,  simply  by  the  aboUtion  of  the 
College  of  Keizers?  Is  it  generally  understood,  by  the  wording  of  that  petition,  that  nothing 
more  is  asked  ? 

Several  voices :  Nothing  whatever. 

Dr.  Dodgson :  If  so,  I  think  that  one  essential  is  wanting,  and  that  is,  perspicuity  of 
expression. 

The  secretary  rose  and  said,  tliat  the  last  resolution  agreed  to  by  the  meeting  was,  that 
the  substance  of  all  the  resolutions  should  be  embodied  in  a  petition.  Now,  if  his  (the 
secretary's)  memory  did  dot  fail  him,  and  he  hoped  that  it  was  not  so  unfortunate  as  that  of 
his  friend  (Dr.  Dodgson),  one  of  the  resolutions  spoke  of  the  freedom  of  election,  of  a  feir 
j-epresentation  of  the  people.  The  petition  only  stated  at  greater  length,  and  more  expli- 
citly, what  the  resolutions^  already  passed  without  opposition,  had  stated.  He  (the 
secretary)  did  not  think  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  had  a  right  to  be  objected  to.  The 
meeting  stood  there  on  the  principle  set  forth  in  the  first  resolution,  claiming  the  distinct 
privilege  of  having  members  to  represent  them  in  the  legislature,  and  not  members  chosen 
by  the  College  of  Keizers.  The  constitution  of  Great  Britain  was  proposed  as  a  model  in 
so  far  as  regarded  that  particular  alone.     Nothing  like  an  assimilation  to  all  the  substantial 

Earts  of  that  constitution  was  attempted.  "  By  abolishing  the  College  of  Kiezers  ! " 
y  giving  the  voters  the  power  of  sending  in  their  own  representatives,  and  not  the 
j>ower,  merely,  of  sending  m  men  who  may  dwell  here,  or  there,  or  anywhere.  *'  And 
in  the  meantime,"  we  don  t  pray  for  other  changes  now;  we  say  we  know  that  they  must 
come  ;  but,  "  in  the  meantime,"  we  pray  that  the  College  of  Electors,  formerly  Kiezers,  may 
be  abolished,  and  the  voter  receive  the  right  of  directly  electing  the  members  of  the  Court 
of  Policy.  Great  changes,  even  within  my  limited  period  of  residence  here,  have  taken  place 
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No.  5.  within  this  colony.    We  have  seen,  by  a  single  blow,  the  ehain  of  slavery  severed,  and  the 

Go^rnor  Ligbt       fetters  of  the  slave  at  once  falling  to  the  ground,  and  we  shall  have  to  recomfiise,  in  1B40,  the 

to  Lord  Glenelg,      negi'o  as  a  free  man,  standing  upon  certain  ri^ts,  and  entitled  to  vote  on  the  same  principles 

16  Jaly  1838.  as  ourselves,  and  I  think  we  ought  to  make  some  preparation  when  such  a  chanee  as  that  is 

.  coming  upon  us.  We  only  make  a  proper  allusion  here  to  the  changes  which  may  be  expected^ 

and  pray  that  our  constitution  may  he  assimilated,  as  far  as  possible,  to  that  of  the  mother 

country,  but  that,  in  the  meantime,  the  College  of  Kiezers  may  be  abolished.  I  do  not  consider 

that  we  can  expect  this  assimilation  all  at  once ;  perhaps  we  are  not  fit  for  it,  but  we  do 

not  doubt  that,  by  gradual  degrees,  we  shall  get  it.     And,  as  this  is  merely  an  allusion  in 

the  petition,  I  can  see  no  just  objection  which  can  be  set  up  to  it.   The  buraen  of  the  whole 

complaint  is,  that  our  nominal  representatives  are  chosen  by  the  College  of  Kiezers.    After 

the  period  of  the  apprenticeship  shall  have  passed,  we  say,  we  believe  that  other  changes 

will  come,  but,  as  I  oefore  stated,  we  want,  m  the  meantime,  only  the  abolition  of  the  (5)1- 

lege  of  Electors. 

Mr.  Trough  ton :  As  it  is  an  object  that  there  should  be  complete  unanimity  and  concord 
in  this  very  important  proceeding,  I  beeleave  slightly  to  alter  the  words  of  the  prayer,  in 
order  that  this  object  may  be  eflTected.    The  words  will  then  be,— 

"  Such  relief  in  the  premises  as  to  Your  Majesty  in  Council  may  seem  just  and  reasonable, 
so  as  to  assimilate  the  constitution  of  British  GKiiana  as  much  as  possible  to  that  of  Great 
Britain,  by  abolishing  the  College  of  Electors,'*  and  so  on. 

The  Chairman  asked  the  meeting  whether  the  alteration  met  with  their  approval. 

There  was  a  general  acclamation  in  the  affirmative. 

Dr.  Dodgson :  I  cannot  be  sorry,  your  Honor,  that  I  have  spoken,  after  it  has  produced 
so  desirable  a  result. 

The  resolution  upon  which  this  discussion  had  arisen  was  then  passed  unanimously. 

According  to  custom,  the  chairman  quitted  the  chair^  wnich  was  taken  by  Mr. 
Troughton. 

Mr.  J.  N.  Harvey  moved  the  last  resolution,  which  was  carried  at  once,  amid  rapturous 
applause.    It  was, 

"  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to  his  Honor  the  High  Sheriff,  for  his  able, 
impartial,  and  dignified  conduct  in  flie  chair." 

His  Honor  the  High  Sheriff  then  said :  Gentlemen,  I  beg  leave  to  return  you  my  warm 
thanks  for  the  enthusiastic  manner  in  which  you  have  noticed  my  conduct  in  the  chair,  as 
well  as  for  your  orderly  behaviour  at  this  meeting,  and  I  have  the  pleasure  of  wishing  you 
all  a  very  good  evening. 

The  persons  present  then  made  a  motion  towards  the  doof ,  and  the  Hall  was  soon  cleared. 
The  whole  proceedings  had  occupied  exactly  one  hour  and  twenty  minutes. 


Resolutions  passed  at  the  Meeting  convened  in  compliance  with  the  Requisition  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  British  Guiana,  with  permission  of  his  Excellency  the  Acting  Governor,  on 
Wednesday  the  .23d  May  1838,  in  the  Hall  of  the  Court  of  Justice,  Guiana  Public  Buildings, 
Georgetown.     His  Honor  Geo.  Bagot,  High  Sheriff,  fcc,  &c.,  in  the  chair. 

Resolution  1.  Proposed  by  Jno.  Bret,  Esq. ;  seconded  by  R.G.  Butts,  Esq.,  and  unanimously 
carried. 

That  a  fair,  firee,  and  direct  representation  in  the  Legislature,  is  a  universally  acknow- 
ledged privilege  of  every  British  subject,  and  that  it  is  a  sacred  duty  each  owes  to  himself, 
his  fellow-subjects,  and  posterity,  to  use  every  legal  means  to  obtain  such  fair,  fi*ee,  and 
direct  representation  in  the  Legislature  of  the  country,  under  British  dominion,  in  which  he 
resides. 

Resolution  2.  Proposed  by  E.  J.  Troughton,  Esq. ;  seconded  by  Dr.  D.  Blair,  and 
unanimously  carried. 

That  the  college  of  electors,  or  Keizers,  empowered  by  the  constitution  at  present  existing 
in  this  colony  to  nominate  the  elective  members  of  the  Court  of  Policy,  is  an  institution 
totally  inadequate  to  secure  the  free,  fair,  and  direct  representation  of  the  inhabitants ;  and 
being  elected  for  life,  are  not  accountable  to  their  constituents,  and  that  thus  the  colonists 
not  directly  delegating  their  power,  are  not  sufficiently  represented  in  the  local  legislature, 
and  that  it  is  therefore  absolutely  necessary  to  use  every  effort  for  its  abolition,  in  order  that 
Uhe  members  of  the  Court  of  Poucy  may  be  directly  elected  by  the  constituency. 

Resolution  3.  Proposed  by  Abraham  Gamett,  Esq.;  seconded  by  C.  Simson,  Esq., 
and  tuianimously  earned. 

That  it  would  be  expedient  and  proper  that  the  elective  members  for  the  respective  counties 
of  the  colony  be  returned  by  the  electors  of  such  counties. 

Resolution  4.  Proposed  by  Jno.  Jackson,  Esq. ;  seconded  by  J.  J.  GKlgeons,  Esq.,  and 
imanimously  carried. 

That  the  substance  of  the  resolutions  now  carried  be  embodied  in  a  memorial  to  the  Queen 
in  Council. 

Resolution  6.  Proposed  by  S.  Lands,  Esq.;  seconded  by  L.  A.  Harvey,  Esq.  and 
unanimously  earned. 

That 
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That  Messrs*  Gamett,  Butts,  L^Ling,  Trouj^hton  and  Blair,  be  requested  to  act  as  a  com-  Jjfo^  r» 

mittee  to  frame  the  petition,  and  to  lay  it  betore  this  meeting.  Governor  Light 

Resolution  6.  proposed  by  Jno,  Christy,  Esq.;  seconded  by  H.  Montauroux,  Esq.  and   *g^[^  fs^^^* 
nnanimously  carried.  ^      ^  ^ 

That  the  petition  now  read,  be  adopted,  and  that  the  gentlemen  forming  the  committee 
be  requested  to  lay  it  before  the  public  for  signature,  and  to  forward  it  throu^  his  ExceUeacy 
the  Governor  to  Her  Majesty  in  CounciL 

Resolution  7.  Unanimously  carried. 

That  the  thanks'  of  this  meeting  be  gpven  to  his  Honor  the  High  Sheriff  for  his  abl^ 
impartial  and  dignified  conduct  in  the  chair. 

Geo.  BcLgotf  H.  S.  and  Chairman. 

G.  F.  Smyth,  Secretary. 


—  No.  6.  — 
(No.  96.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  the  Marquess  of  Normanby.  j^    ^ 

My  Lord,  Governor's  Residence,  Demerara,  13  June  1889.       Governor  Light 

Wrrn  my  despatch  (No.  3),  date  30th  June  1838, 1  forwarded  a  petition  from  the  inhabi-  Normanby, 
tants  of  Berbice,  praying  that  the  College  of  Kiezers  might  be  abolished ;  a  similar  petition  13  June  1839. 
irom  the  inhabitants  generally  (^British  Ghiiana  was  forwarded  with  my  despatch  (No.  10), 
date  July  16th  of  the  same  year. 

I  was  desired  by  despatch  (No.  45),  September  14th,  from  your  Lordship's  predecessor,  to 
obtain  the  observations  of  the  College  of  Kiezers  and  of  the  Court  of  Policy  on  these 
petitions,  previous  to  any  decision  being  given. 

I  lost  no  time  in  laying  this  despatch  before  the  Court  of  Policy,  the  colonial  section  of 
which  declined  any  reply  till  that  of  the  C<Jlege  of  Kiezers  was  obtained.  Various  excuses 
were  made  by  this  lattar  body,  previous  to  meeting ;  after  some  delay  they  did  meet,  and 
declined  making  any  answer  to  the  petitions,  though  two  of  the  electoral  college  had  signed 
the  last. 

The  vacation  between  the  last  session  of  the  year  and  the  meeting  of  the  Combined  C!ourt 
prevented  me  fi-om  recurring  to  the  subject  again,  till  the  second  session  of  this  year.    I 
found  it  would  be  in  vain  to  expect  any  decision,  and  therefore  arranged  with  the  Govern-  'S^^^^p^  . 
ment  Secretary^  Mr.  Young,  to  give  notice  of  a  motion  for  aboUshing  the  College  of  — S^Sjts;    ^ 


Kiezers.    I  have  the  honour  to  forward  the  substance  of  the  discussion  which  took  place, 
preluded  by  the  observations  of  Mr.  Young  in  bringing  forward  his  motion.    The  colonial 
section  voted  for  the  continuance  of  the  College  of  Kiezers  ;  the  official  section,  against.     I 
did  not  use  my  double  vote,  being  content  to  have  now  the  opportunity  of  addressing  your  ^ 
Lordship  on  the  constitution  of  this  province.  ^be^p^P^r,  ^^ 

Whilst  the  peculation  consisted  of  a  comparatively  small  number  of  free  persons,  the  ^""^-^-22^ 
rest  slaves  or  apprentices,  the  existence  of  the  College  of  Kiezers  could  not  interfere  much  J^^^pof/T^^ 
with  the  privileges  of  the  mass.  "-^S^^eo^^"^ 

The  Court  of  Policy  has  had  little  modification  since  its  first  establishment.  It  was, 
according  to  the  old  Dutch  law,  supreme,  subject  however  to  the  dictation  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  mother  country. 

Financial  representatives  were  not  known  till  in  the  year  1796 ;  on  some  emergency,  the 
Court  of  PoUcy,  wishing  to  raise  eighty  or  ninety  thousand  guilders,  called  in  three  or  four 
of  the  wealthy  inhabitants,  to  devise  the  best  mode  of  raising  that  sum ;  the  supplies  con* 
tinned  to  be  raised  by  such  modes  until  the  administration  of  General  Carmichael. 

During  the  government  of  Sir  Benjamin  D'Urban,  the  financial  representatives  were  con- 
stituted under  their  present  form,  but  it  was  not  till  the  Civil  List  was  fixed  that  any  dis- 
cretionary power  was  given  to  them ;  they  had  to  raise  the  supplies  on  the  estimates  pre- 
sented by  the  Court  of  PoUcy.  On  some  firivolous  pretence,  soon  after  their  reformation, 
they  refused  the  suppUes,  and  subjected  the  colony  to  great  inconvenience* 

Hitherto  the  College  of  Kiezers,  the  financial  representatives,  and  the  colonial  section  of 
the  Court  of  Policy,  have  been  the  mere  nominees  of  a  few  wealthy  merchants,  and  pro- 
prietors or  attorneys  of  estates. 

On  a  vacancy  in  the  Court  of  PoUcy,  the  College  of  Kiezers,  assembled  by  proclamation^ 
take  an  oath^  in  the  presence  of  the  Governor,  to  be  uninfluenced  in  their  selection  of  two 

404.  £  4  persons 
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Governor  Light 
to-  Marquess  of 
Norrnauby, 
13  June  1839. 


*  This  is  the  wrong 
construction  put  on 
their  selection  by 
the  Kiezers;  the 
law  says  *<  good  and 
honest  men/'  or 
words  to  that  effect. 


h^^ 


persons,  to  be  presented  for  election  by  the  Court  of  Policy.  The  oath  does  not  prevent  the 
public  from  being  pretty  well  assured  beforehand  who  will  be  named,  and  of  the  two,  one 
is  generally  so  objectionable  as  to  secure  the  choice  of  the  other. 

The  financial  representatives,  though  assumed  as  elected  by  the  free  votes  of  the  com- 
munity, yet  are  virtually  the  nominees  of  the  same  parties ;  the  form,  "  I  vote  for  — ^— "^ 
is  written  by  two  or  three  clerks,  in  the  ruling  houses,  on  slips  of  paper  equal  to  the  number 
of  voters,  are  sent  off  by  the  town  agents  to  their  dependants  in  the  country  for  signature, 
who  circulate  them  at  the  bidding  of  their  employers ;  they  are  returned  to  the  secretary's 
office,  produced  in  the  Court  of  Policy,  and  counted.  I  have  seen  three  or  four  hundred  in 
the  same  handwriting. 

Laws  are  passed  by  the  Court  of  Policy :  they  are  fi*amed  by  the  attorney-general,  by 
whose  advice  of  their  being  in  accordance  vnth  the  constitution  of  the  mother  country,  and 
not  contrary  to  Acts  of  Parliament  or  orders  in  Council,  the  assent  of  the  Executive  is 
given.  Whenever  these  ordinances  require  money,  the  financial  representatives  must  be 
consulted  ;  such  ordinances  are  thus  delayed. 

My  first  session  in  Combined  Court  has  shown  how  powerless  the  Governor  and  official 
members  are:  they  are  forced  to  sit  spectators,  whilst  the  business  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
colonial  section  and  the  financial  representatives.  In  consequence  of  this  influence,  I  have 
been  more  than  once  threatened  in  the  Court  of  Policy,  on  some  trifling  difference  of 
opinion  vnth  the  colonial  section,  with  refusal  of  the  supplies.  Your  Lordship  has,  ere  this, 
learnt  what  took  place  in  Combined  Court. 

Tiothing  can  be  more  irregular  than  the  mode  in  which  the  estimates  framed  by  the 
Court  of  Policy  are  examined.  The  official  members  are  excluded  from  the  committee, 
composed  of  the  colonial  section  and  financial  representatives ;  the  resolutions  are  secret ; 
the  estimates  are  thus  re-framed  at  the  will  of  this  secret  conclave ;  the  ways  and  means 
devised.  The  mockery  of  discussing  the  estimates  and  voting  the  supplies  in  open  court,- 
is,  after  an  interval  of  three  or  four  weeks,  then  adopted.  As  the  items  are  read  over,  those 
rejected  by  previous  arrangement  are  put  to  the  vote  and  struck  out.  No  argument  can 
prevail  against  the  ruling  party.  The  Governor  has  no  choice  between  acceptance  or 
refusal;  with  him  would  then  rest  the  onus  of  the  stoppage  of  suppUes  for  the  year. 

The  number  of  persons  owning  or  representing  estates  in  Demerara  and  Essequibo^ 
having  votes  for  the  electoral  college  or  financial  representatives,  is    -        -    113 
Not  owning  estates,  but  having  votes  -        .        -        .        .    450 

In  Berbice : 

Owning  estates,  &c.  --.•-----78 
Not  owning,  &c.  but,  &c.  -..--..154 

The  colonial  section  of  the  Court  of  Policy  must  be  possessed  of  landed  property*. 

The  College  of  Kiezers  does  not  require  the  possession  of  any  property ;  the  financial 
representatives  may  be  either  merchants  or  proprietors,  but  the  former  class  have  hitherto, 
had  no  chance  against  the  latter;  they  uniformly  oppose  the  Executive,  and  now  represent 
a  very  small  section  of  the  population;  the  mass  may  be  considered  supported  by  the 
watchfulness  of  the  officials.  Your  Lordship  has  seen,  that  in  the  first  year  of  emanci- 
pation the  colonial  representatives  have  endeavoured  to  lighten  their  own  burthens  at  the. 
expense  of  the  mass. 

Society  is  not  sufficiently  advanced  to  recommend  great  diminution  in  the  elective  firan- 
chise,  which  stands  thus :  The  payment  of  taxes  on  an  income  of  160/.  per  annum,  or 
direct  payment  of  5  Z.  taxes  to  the  receiver-general.  Tliese  qualifications  do  not  include 
more  substantial  ones ;  for  the  possessor  of  a  house  or  land,  which  if  sold  would  produce 
7,000  7.  or  8,000/.  sterling,  has  no  franchise,  unless  he  keeps  some  object  of  luxury,  oit 
which  a  tax  is  imposed  by  ordinance. 

A  considerable  addition  might  be  made  to  the  number  of  electors,  were  the  elective  fran- 
chise extended  to  the  assessors,  established  by  the  Order  in  Council  of  the  15th  August 
1832 ;  the  qualifications  for  whom  being  a  10/.  freehold,  or  20/.  leasehold,  would,  particu- 
larly in  the  towns,  gradually  bring  forward  the  mass  into  strength  and  knowledge  of  their 
rights.  The  list  of  assessors,  taken  in  1636,  gave  705  assessors  for  Demerara  and  Esse- 
quibo ;  240  for  Berbice.  This  list  has  merged  into  that  of  the  electors,  from  whom  the 
assessors  are  chosen. 

The 
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The  petitions  in  question  prayed  for  a  local  representation ;  I  should  respectfully  suggest  j^^^  ^ 

acceding  to  this,  and  thus  conduce  to  a  less  arbitrary  election  of  colonial  members  and  Governor  Light 
financial  representatives,  having  first  abolished  the  College  of  Kiezers.  Nomanb^  ^ 

It  would  be  advantageous  to  increase  the  number  of  the  Court  of  Policy,  adding  two  13  June  1839. 

colonial  members  and  two  officials,  arranging  the  elections  for  colonial  section  in  the  fol-         

lowing  manner: 

GteorgeTown        --*--*--l  member. 

Demerara  County         -.«-----2- 

Essequibo    ---------1- 

New  Amsterdam  --------1        - 

Berbice  County    --------2- 

Total    .    -    -    7 

The  elections  to  be  local,  each  county  and  town  choosing  by  their  respective  electors ;  not 
limiting  their  choice  to  an  inhabitant  of  the  town  or  county. 

By  tiius  giving  an  additional  influence  to  Berbice,  that  of  the  Executive  in  the  Court  of 
PoUcy  would  probably  be  strengthened;  for  the  interests  of  Essequibo  and  Demerara 
having  been  so  long  united,  were  the  former  to  have  an  equal  representation  with  Berbice, 
the  same  party  hitherto  ruhng  the  elections  might  unite  against  Berbice. 

The  addition  of  two  official  members  might  be  made,  in  the  person  of  the  solicitor- 
general,  and  some  other  of  the  civil  servants. 

The  number  of  the  financial  representatives  need  not  be  increased,  but  they  should  be 
chosen  by  the  local  franchise,  two  for  each  county. 

The  present  system  of  examining  the  estimates,  and  fixing  the  supplies  in  secret  committee, 
excluding  the  official  section  of  the  Court  of  Policy,  should  be  changed  into  a  committee  of 
all  excepting  the  Governor,  until  the  arrangements  are  made,  and  public  business  resumed. 
The  present  mode  renders  it  a  useless  prelude  for  the  Court  of  Policy  to  fix  the  estimates ; 
as  the  financial  representatives  strike  out  what  they  please,  fix  what  taxes  they  please,  and 
can  make  public  good  subservient  to  private  interests. 

I  have  ventured  to  give  your  Lordship  my  views  of  the  changes  necessary.  A  domineering 
party  cannot  exist  when  local  interests  are  divided.  The  merchants  vnll  be  represented  in  the 
towns,  the  respectable  part  of  the  coloured  people  will  have  their  just  influence,  and  Her 
Majesty's  Government  will  find  less  difficulty  in  the  future  financial  arrangements  of  the 
province,  for  which  it  will  be  necessary  to  be  prepared ;  the  changes  will  give  the  county  of 
Berbice  its  proper  weight  in  the  province,  will  be  a  boon  to  the  mass,  and  vnll  be  gratefully 
received. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        Henry  Light. 


Enclosnre  in  No.  6. 

Ak  Obdinanob  regulating  the  Qualification  for  the  Exercise  of  the  Elective  Franchise  in  End.  in  K0..6. 

British  Chiiana. 

Obdikancb  enacted  by  his  Excellency  Major-general  Sir  James  Carmichael  Smytfi, 
Baronet,  Companion  of  the  most  honourable  the  Military  Order  of  the  Bath,  Knight 
Commander  of  the  Royal  Order  of  Hanover,  Knight  of  the  Austrian  Imperml  Order 
of  Maria  Theresa,  Knight  of  the  Russian  Imperial  Order  of  St.  Wladimir,  Lieutenant- 
governor  and  Commander-in-chief  in  and  over  the  Colony  of  British  Guiana,  Vice- 
Admiral  and  Ordinary  of  the  same,  &c.  &c.  &c.,  by  and  vrith  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Policy  of  said  Colony. 

To  all  to  whom  these  Presents  do,  may,  or  shall  come,  greeting !  be  it  known : 

Whebbas  upon  the  2d  day  of  May,  1836,  his  Excellency  the  lieut-govemor,  by  and 
with  tJie  advice  and  consent  of  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Policy  of  British  Guiana, 
framed  and  passed  an  Ordinance,  intituled,  "  An  Ordinance  to  establish  a  New  Qualification 
for  the  Exercise  of  the  Elective  Franchise  in  this  Colony  :*'  And  whereas  it  is  expedient 
and  necessary  that  the  same  should  be  repealed. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted,  as  it  is  hereby  enacted,  that  fix)m  and  aflter  the  passing  and 
publication  of  this  Ordinance,  the  said  Ordinance,  intituled,  *^  An  Ordinance  to  establish  a 
new  Qualification  for  the  Exercise  of  the  Elective  Franchise  in  this  Colony,"  shall  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  repealed. 

404.  F  1.  And 
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Every  inhabitant  of  ^*  ^^  ^  ^^  enacted,  that  from  and  after  the  taking  effect  of  this  Ordinance,  every 
full  age  6tc.  paying  "^habitant  of  this  colony,  of  full  age,  and  not  subject  to  any  legal  disability,  who  for  himself, 
taxes  upon  2,001^  ^^  ^  curator,  administrator,  sequestrator,  executor,  guardian,  or  in  any  other  capacity,  shall 
or  in  amount  not '  bave  been  assessed  to  pay  direct  taxes  to  the  colomal  revenue  upon  an  income  of  not  less 
less  than  70^  and  than  2,001  guilders,  or  wno  shall  have  paid  direct  taxes  to  the  amount  of  70  guilders  or 
not  being  in  arrear,  upwards,  in  the  year  of,  or  in  the  year  preceding  any  new  election  of  a  member  of  the  Collie 
entitled  to  vote  for  of  Electors,  or  of  the  College  of  Financial  Representatives  of  this  colony,  or  who  after  the 
the  election  of  a  publication  of  this  Ordinance  shall  be  assessed  upon  an  income  of  the  amount  as  aforesaid. 
Member  of  the  or  who  shall  be  assessed  and  liable  to  pay  to  the  colonial  revenue  of  the  said  colony  direct 
College  of  Electors,  taxgg  ^^  ^jjg  amount  of  70  guilders  or  upwards,  and  not  being  in  arrear  in  the  payment  of 
or  of  Financial  g^^j^  taxes  for  more  than  six  months  from  the  date  of  such  taxes  becoming  payable,  shall 
presen  ves.  ^^  entitled  to  vote  upon  and  for  the  election  of  any  such  member  of  the  respective  colleges 
aforesaid. 
In  cases  of  joint  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  where  two  or  more  persons  shall  possess  jointly,  or  in 

property  or  copart-  common,  any  estate  or  plantation,  or  shall  be  connected  as  partners  in  any  trade,  business, 
nerehip,  each  party  or  profession,  jointly  returning  or  paying  direct  taxes  to  the  colonial  receiver,  each  and 
to  vote,  upon  ^  every  of  such  possessors  or  partners  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  as  aforesaid,  provided  that  the 
making  affidavit  amount  of  direct  taxes  by  them  jointly  paid  or  payable  (when  divided  by  the  number  of 
thathis  proportion  p^i^^ns  paying  the  same),  shall  be  sufficient  to  give  or  leave  to  each  of  such  possessors  or 
o  es  amounto  partners  a  proportion  amounting  to  the  sum  of  70  guilders ;  and  provided  further,  that 
every  such  possessor  or  partner  claiming  a  right  to  vote,  shall  be  bound  to  prove  annually, 
by  the  affidavit  of  himself,  or  of  some  other  credible  person,  before  a  magistrate  or  justice 
of  the  peace,  who  is  hereby  authorised  and  required  to  administer  the  same  without  fee  or 
reward,  that  his  individual  share  of  such  direct  taxes  amounts  to  70  guilders,  which  affi- 
davit, to  be  made  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  lodged  at  the  office  of  the  financial  accountant  in 
Georgetown,  or  at  the  office  of  the  assistant  receiver-general  in  New  Amsterdam. 

3.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  every  person  possessing  a  right  to  vote  as  aforesaid,  and  who 
shall  be  absent  from  the  colony,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  by  his  or  her  agent  or  attorney ; 
provided  always,  that  the  name  or  names  of  the  party  or  parties  absent  from  the  colony,  in 
whose  behalf  any  vote  or  votes  are  given,  shall  be  fully  set  forth  in  such  vote  or  vote» 
And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  in  every  case  in  which  any  property  affording  a  qualification 
or  qualifications  for  voting  as  aforesaid  is  administered  by  sequestrators,  curators,  admini- 
strators, executors,  guardians,  or  trustees,  such  sequestrators  and  others  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  entitled  to  vote  in  respect  of  such  property  on  oehalf  of  the  owner  or  owners  thereof: 
provided  always,  that  the  number  of  votes  received  or  receivable  in  respect  thereof  shall  not 
exceed  the  number  of  votes  which,  under  this  Ordinance,  it  would  be  competent  for  the  owner 
or  owners  thereof,  if  in  the  immediate  administration  thereof,  and  directly  exercising  the  right 
of  voting,  to  give ;  provided  further,  that  in  cases  where  such  property  is  owned  jointly  or  in 
common  by  two  or  more  persons,  the  affidavit  relating  thereto,  as  prescribed  in  the  second 
section  of  this  Ordinance,  shall  be  made  and  given  in. 
^of  ui  p^riBuun  ^'  ^d  ^  i^  further  enacted,  that  in  each  and  every  year,  commencing  with  the  year 

qualified  to  vote  to   1837,  the  financial  accountant  in  Georgetown,  and  the  assistant  receiver-general  in  New 
be  posted  and  pub-  Amsterdam,  shall  be  bound,  and  they  are  each  of  them  hereby  required,  witmn  one  calendar 


Agent  or  attorney 
to  vote  for  absen- 
tees under  certain 
Conditions. 


List  of  persons 


lished  annually. 


Financial  Account- 
ant and  Receiver- 
general  authorised 
to  correct  and 
amend  list  or  re- 
gister of  voters. 


Registry  grounded 
upon  the  Returns 
for  the  year  1836 
to  serve  lor  such 
elections  as  may 
take  place  before 
the  list  for  1837 
shall  be  curopleted, 
to  be  laid  before 
Court  of  Policy. 


month  from  the  last  day  fixed  by  law  for  giving  in  at  the  offices  of  the  said  financial  ac- 
countant and  assistant  receiver-general,  the  annual  returns  for  colonial  taxes,  to  make 
out  from  such  returns,  or  in  cases  of  partnership  or  joint  property,  from  the  ^davits 
thereunto  relating,  as  hereinbefore  required,  a  list  or  registry  of  the  names  of  all  persons 
in  the  respective  districts,  who  shall  appear  by  such  returns  and  affidavits  to  be  prima 
facie  quaUfied  to  vote  as  aforesaid,  and  in  such  hst  or  register  the  said  names  shall  be 
arranged  in  alphabetical  order  of  the  surnames  of  the  parties  so  qualified  as  aforesaid,  and 
upon  the  completion  of  such  lists,  the  same  shall  be  posted  up  during  office  hours  in  some 
conspicuous  place  in  the  offices  of  the  said  financial  accountant  and  assistant  receiver-general, 
and  shall  moreover  be  three  times  published  in  the  Royal  Gazette  of  the  colony. 

5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  financial  ac- 
countant, and  assistant  receiver-general,  and  they  are  hereby  respectively  authorised  and  re- 
quired to  correct  and  amend  such  list  or  register,  if  it  should  at  any  time  be  made  to  appear 
to  them  or  either  of  them  than  any  clerical  or  other  error,  has  by  either  of  them  been  com- 
mitted therein ;  and  it  shall  be  further  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  claiming  a  right  to 
vote  whose  name  shall  not  have  been  inserted  in  any  such  list  or  registry  as  au>resaid,  by 
the  financial  accountant  or  assistant  receiver-general  as  the  case  may  be,  to  prefer  in 
writing  a  representation  of  any  such  non-insertion  to  the  secretary  of  the  Court  of  Pohcy, 
which  shaU,  by  the  said  secretary,  be  as  soon  as  may  be  practicable  thereafter  laid  before  the 
Honourable  the  Court  of  Policy,  when  the  court  will  make  such  decision  on  the  case  and 
such  order  on  the  said  financial  accountant  or  assistant  receiver-general  relative  thereto  as 
it  may  deem  fit  and  proper. 

6.  And  be  it  furtner  enacted,  that  for  the  purposes  of  any  election  now  pending,  or  in 
progress,  or  in  which  the  votes  may  be  returnable  before  the  Ust  or  registry  of  votes  for  the 
year  1837  shall  be  completed,  a  list  or  registry  of  votes  shall  be  framed  by  the  said 
financial  accountant  and  assistant  receiver-general,  from  the  returns  made  for  colonial  taxes 
for  the  year  1 836,  and  such  list  or  registry  shall  be  transmitted  by  the  said  financial  accountant^ 
and  the  said  assistant  receiver  general,  to  the  secretary  of  the  Court  of  Policy  one  week  at 
least  before  the  period  of  voting  at  any  such  election  shall  cease,  to  be  by  the  said  secretary 
laid  before  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Pohcy,  when  the  boxes  containing  the  votes  at  any 
such  election  shall  be  opened. 

7.  And 
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7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  every  vote  to  be  given  at  any  such  election  as  afore-   Forms  of  vote  and 
said,  and  every  affidavit  to  be  made  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance,  shall   affidavit  in  the . 
be  as  near  as  may  be  respectively  accoroin^  to  the  forms  set  forth  in  the  schedules  hereunto  '  Schedule  marked  . 
annexed,  under  the  letters  (A.)  (B.)  and  (C.)  (A.)  (B.)  (C.) 

And  that  no  ignorance  shall  be  pret^^ded  of  this  our  Ordinance,  these  presents  shall  be 

printed  and  pubushed  in  the  customary  manner. 

Thus  done  and  enacted  at  our  Ordinary  Assembly,  held  at  the  Guiana  Pubhc-build-* 
ings,  Greoige  Town,  Demerara  this  2d  day  of  December  1836,  and  published  the  Sd. 
foUowing. 

J.  Camdchael  Smyth. 
By  command  of  the  Court, 

H,  E*  jP*  Yowifff  Secretary* 


(A.) 
I,  A*  JB,  do  swear  that  C  D.  and  E.  J.  are  partners  of  the  firm  of 
or  Joint  common  owners  of  plantation  (jos  the  case  may  be),  and  that  the 

individual  share  of  direct  taxes  assessed  for  the  year  on  the  said  firm  or  plan- 

tation, and  paid  or  payable  by  each  of  said,  amounts  to  70/. 

(signed)  A,  B. 

Partner  in  the  firm  of 
or.  Joint  proprietors  of  plantation 
or.  Agent  of         propnetor  of  plantation 
or.  Partner  in  the  firm  of 


(B.) 
I  vote  for  J..  jB.  to  fill  the  present  vacancy  in  the  College  of  Electors  (or,  College  of 
Financial  Representative,  as  the  case  may  be). 

(signed)        A.  B. 
or,  (signed)        A.  B., 
Attorney,  Agent,  or  Representative  of  C.  D. 
absent  from  the  Colony. 


-   (C.) 
For  a  credible  Witness. 


I,  A.  B.y  do  swear  that  C.  D.  E.  F.  Sec,  {setting  forth   the  names  of  the  parties  to  whom 
the  affidavit  applies)  are  partners  of  the  firm  of  or  joint  owners  of  the 

plantation  (jas  the  case  may  be),  and  that  the  individual  share  of  direct 

taxes  assessed  on  said  firm  or  plantation  {as  the  case  may  be),  for  the  year  paid 

or  payable  by  each  of  said  partners,  or  joint  owners  {as  the  case  may  be),  amounts  to  the 
sum  of  70  gmlders. 


Order  in  Council  for  Assessors. 

Proclamation  by  His  Excellency  Major-general  Sir  Beryamin  .D'Urban, 

T^  •*;  K  P  •  Koiight  Commander  of  the  Most  Honourable  Military  Order  of  the 

cnosn  uuiana.        g^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  Guelphic  Order,  and  of  the  Portuguese  Royal 

"R  D'lT  b  Military  Order  of  the  Tower  and  Sword,  Governor  and  Commander- 

r  an.        hi-Chief  and  Vice-Admiral,  in  and  over  the  Colony  of  British  Guiana, 

&c.  &c.  &c. 

Whereas  I  have  received  from  His  Majesty's  Government  the  following  Order  of  His 
Majesty  in  Council,  the  same  is  hereby  published  for  general  informaticm : 

At  the  Court  at  St.  James's,  the  15th  day  of  August  1832  :  Present,  the  King's  Most 
Excellent  Majesty ;  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  President,  Duke  of  Richmond,  Lord  Chamber- 
lain, Lord  Steward,  Marquis  of  Winchester,  Earl  of  Carlisle,  Earl  of  Albermarle,  Lord  John 
Russell,  Viscount  Palmerston,  Viscount  Melbourne,  Viscount  Goderich,  Viscount  Althorpe, 
Lord  Holland,  Mr.  Grant,  Sir  James  Ghraham,  bart.  Mr.  Stanley. 

Whereas,  on  the  20th  day  of  June  1881,  an  Order  was  made  by  His  Majesty,  with  the 
advice  of  his  Privy  Council,  for  improving  the  administration  of  justice  in  His  Majesty's 
colonies  of  British  Guiana,  Trinidad,  and  St.  Lucia,  whereby  it  was,  amongst  other  thin]^ 
ordered,  that  the  assessors  of  the  comiB  therein  mentioned,  in  Demerary  and  Berbice,  should 
be  chosen  and  appointed  in  such  and  the  same  manner  as  the  members  of  the  Court  of  Civil 
and  Criminal  Justice  of  Demerary  have  heretofore  been  chosen  and  appointed ;  and  that  the 
assessors  of  the  said  court,  for  the  trial  of  criminal  prosecutions  in  Trinidad,  should  be  chosen 
and  appointed  from  and  out  of  the  members  of  the  Cabildo  of  the  town  of  Port  of  Spain  in 
the  said  island ;  and  that  the  assessors  of  the  said  Royal  Court  of  St.  Lucia  should  be  chosen 
and  appointed  in  such  and  the  same  manner  as  the  members  of  that  court,  other  than  the 
First  President,  have  heretofore  been  chosen  and  appointed :  And  whereas  it  is  expedient 
to  admit  to  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  assessors  m  the  said  courts  respectively,  all  the 
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free  adnit  male  inhabitants  of  the  said  colonies,  possessing  sach  qualification  as  hereinafter 
is  mentioned ;  it  is  therefore  hereby  ordered  by  His  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his 
Privy  Council,  that  so  much  of  the  said  Order  as  is  hereinbefore  recited,  shall  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  revoked  and  repealed.  And  it  is  hereby  further  ordered,  that  ever^  free  man, 
(except  as  hereinafter  exemptea,)  between  the  aees  of  21  years  and  60  years,  residing  in  any 
of  the  said  colonies,  who  shall  have,  or  be  beneficially  entitled  to  for  his  own  use  and 
benefit,  either  in  his  own  name  or  in  trust  for  him  within  the  same  colony,  10  /.  by  the  year, 
above  reprizes,  in  any  immoveable  property,  or  in  rents,  or  other  annual  profits  or  proceeds  issu- 
ing out  of  such  immoveable  propert^r^  either  in  perpetuity,  or  for  the  life  of  himself  or  some 
other  person,  or  who  shall  have  within  the  same  colony  for  his  own  use  and  benefit,  either 
in  his  own  name  or  in  trust  for  him  as  aforesaid,  20/.  by  the  year,  above  rq>rizes,  in  iomiove- 
able  property,  held  by  lease  or  leases  for  the  absolute  term  of  21  years  or  some  longer  term, 
or  for  any  term  of  years  determinable  on  any  life  or  lives ;  or  who,  being  a  householder, 
shall  be  rated  or  assessed  to  any  direct  tax  or  impost,  or  to  any  rate  for  the  relief  of  the  poor, 
or  other  local  object,  on  a  value  of  not  less  than  202.  per  annum,  or  who  shall  occupy  a 
house  of  the  annual  value  of  20  /.,  shall  be  qualified,  and  shall  be  liable  to  serve  as  an 
assessor,  within  the  meaning  and  for  the  purposes  of  the  said  recited  Order,  in  the  colony 
in  which  every  man  so  Qualified  respectively  shall  reside ;  and  for  the  purpose,  and  within 
the  meaning  of  this  Order,  all  slaves,  whether  presdial  or  personal,  shall  be  considered  as 
immoveable  property. 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  further  ordered,  that  all  members  of  the  legislative  bodies  of 
the  said  respective  colonies,  all  Judges  of  the  supreme  courts  of  justice  tnerein,  all  clergy- 
men in  Holy  orders  of  the  Established  Church  of  England  and  Ireland,  all  ministers  of  the 
Kirk  of  Scotland,  and  of  the  Lutheran  and  Reformed  churches,  all  priests  of  the  Roman- 
catholic  faith,  all  persons  who  shall  teach  or  preach  in  any  congregation  of  Protestant  dis- 
senters, and  who  shall  follow  no  secular  occupation  except  that  of  schoolmaster ;  all  doctors 
of  law,  advocates,  counsel,  and  barristers  actually  practising;  all  attorneys-at-law,  solicitors, 
aiid  proctors  actually  practising ;  all  officers  of  tne  said  courts  actually  exercising  the  duties 
of  their  respective  offices ;  all  gaolers  and  persons  actually  employed  by  or  under  them  in 
the  custody  of  prisoners ;  all  physicians,  surgeons,  and  apothecaries  actually  practising  by 
virtue  of  any  diploma,  licence,  or  certificate  granted  by  any  competent  authority ;  all  officers 
in  His  Majesty's  navy  or  army  on  full  pay ;  all  pilots  duly  licensed  by  any  competent 
authority ;  all  officers  of  customs,  apd  all  officers  actually  employed  as  deputies  or  assistants 
to  the  marshals,  or  other  executive  officers  of  the  said  couiis,  shall  be  and  are  hereby  abso- 
lutely freed  and  exempted  from  serving  as  such  assessors  as  aforesaid ;  provided  also,  and 
it  is  further  ordered,  tnat  no  man  who  nath  been  or  shall  be  convicted  of^  any  crime  that  is 
infamous,  unless  he  shall  have  obtained  a  free  pardon,  shall  serve  as  such  assessor.  And 
whereas  it  is  necessary  that  provision  should  be  made  for  ascertaining  the  names,  places 
of  abode,  and  descriptions  of  all  persons  within  the  said  respective  colonies  qualified  and 
liable  to  serve  as  sucn  assessors,  and  for  making  and  revising  from  time  to  time  proper  lists 
of  such  persons,  and  for  the  due  summoning  of  them  in  some  settled  rotation  to  serve 
as  such  assessors,  and  for  the  impartial  selection  of  a  sufficient  number  of  persons  from 
those  so  summoned  to  serve  on  every  criminal  prosecution, 

It  is  further  ordered,  that  the  Chief  Justice  and  other  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Courts  of 
the  said  colonies  respectively  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  make,  ordain, 
and  establish  all  necessary  rules,  orders,  and  regulations  respecting  the  manner  in  which 
the  names,  places  of  abode,  and  descriptions  of  all  persons  within  the  said  respective 
colonies  qualified  and  liable  to  serve  as  such  assessors  as  aforesaid  shall  be  ascertained ; 
and  respecting  the  making  and  preserving  in  the  different  districts  and  quarters  of  the  said 
respective  colonies  lists  of  all  such  persons,  and  respecting  the  public  or.  other  notices  to 
be  given  preparatively  to  the  compilmg  of  any  such  lists,  and  the  publication  of  any  such 
lists  when  so  compiled ;  and  respecting  the  manner  in  which  all  persons  whom  it  may 
concern  shall  be  called  upon  or  permitted  to  oppose  or  object  to  the  insertion  or  omission 
of  any  name  in  any  such  list;  and  respecting  the  manner  in  which  every  such  opposition 
or  objection  shall  lie  heard,  tried,  and  deteimined ;  and  respecting  the  manner  of  reforming, 
correcting,  or  allowing  any  such  list ;  and  respecting  the  manner  and  form  in  which  sul 
such  lists,  when  cori'ected  and  reformed,  shall  be  recorded  ;  and  also  respecting  the  manner, 
order,  and  form  in  which  all  persons,  whose  names  shall  be  comprised  m  any  such  record, 
shall  be  summoned  to  attend  at  any  sessions  of  any  such  court,  there  to  serve  as  assessors ; 
and  respecting  the  times  at  which,  and  the  manner  in  which  such  summonses  shall  be 
served ;  and  also  respecting  the  mode  in  which  a  competent  number  of  assessors  shall  be 
chosen,  either  by  ballot  or  otherwise,  from  among  the  number  so  summoned  to  serve  as 
assessors  in  the  said  courts ;  and  also  respecting  the  proper  method  of  proceeding  to  pre- 
serve a  due  rotation  amongst  such  assessors  ;  and  also  respecting  the  several  officers  by 
whom,  and  the  times  and  places  at  which,  the  before-mentioned  duties  respectively  shall  he 
done  and  performed ;  and  all  such  rules,  orders,  and  regulations  from  time  to  time  to  alter, 
revoke,  and  renew,  as  occasion  may  require  :  provided  always,  that  no  such  rules,  orders, 
and  regulations  as  aforesaid  be  repugnant  to  this  present  Order,  and  that  the  same  be 
forthwith  transmitted,  under  the  seals  of  such  respective  coui*ts,  to  the  respective  Governors 
of  the  said  colonies ;  and  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  respective  Governors  to  con- 
firm or  disallow  the  whole  or  any  part  of  such  rules,  orders,  and  regulations  as  to  such 
respective  Governors  may  in  their  discretion  seem  fit ;  and  the  same,  when  so  confirmed 
by  such  respective  Governors,  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  full  force  within  the  said  respec- 
tive colonies  until  His  Majesty's  pleasure  shall  be  known;  and  the  same  shall  be  transmitted 
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to  His  Majesty  for  his  approbation  or  disaUowance  in  the  manner  directed  and  required  in  "jJq^  g^ 

the  said  recited  Order  of  the  20th  day  of  June  1831,  with  respect  to  the  rules,  orders,  and  Governor  Light 
r^ulations  of  the  said  supreme  courts  therein  mentioned.  to  Marquess  of 

And  it  is  further  ordered,  that  if  any  public  officer,  or  other  person  within  the  said  colonies  Normaoby, 
respecthrely,  who,  hy  any  sudi  rules,  orders,  and  re^gulations  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  required  13  June  1839. 
ana  directed  to  perform  any  duty  or  to  do  any  act  in  or  about  or  connected  with  the  several  ■■  1 

matters  aforesaid,  or  any  of  them,  shall  refuse  or  neelect  to  perform  any  such  dutVy  or  to  do 
any  such  act,  every  such  officer  or  other  person  shell,  for  every  such  oflence,  forfeit  such  a 
sum  not  exceeding  10  /.,  nor  less  than  40  «.,  as  to  the  judses  of  the  supreme  court  of  such 
colony  wherein  the  same  shall  occur,  shall  seem  reasonable. 

And  it  is  further  ordered,  that  every  person  who,  under  tiie  provisions  of  this  present 
order,  or  of  any  such  rules,  orders,  or  regulations  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  duly  summoned  to 
serve  as  an  assessor  for  the  trial  of  any  criminal  prosecution  in  any  of  the  said  colonies, 
who  shall  not  appear  and  serve  as  such  assessor  after  being  openly  called  three  times,  and 
on  proof  being  made  on  oath  of  his  having  been  duly  sunmioned,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for 
every  such  his  default  such  fine,  not  exceeding  102.^  nor  less  than  20^.,  as  the  court  shall 
deem  reasonable  to  impose,  unless  some  just,  and  sufficient  cause  for  sudi  defaulter's 
absence  shall  be  made  to  appear  by  oath  or  affidavit  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court.  And 
it  is  fur&er  ordered,  that  every  fine  which  shall  be  imposed  by  virtue  of  this  f>resent  Order 
^8hall  be  imposed  by  a  summary  proceeding  before  the  said  courts  respectively,  on  ilie 
motion  of  the  public  prosecutor  of  and  for  any  such  colony,  and  shall,  when  so  imposed,  be 
levied  and  recovered  in  such  and  the  same  manner,  and  by  all  such  ways  and  means  as  any 
other  fine  or  penalty  imposed  by  a  Judgment  of  any  such  court;  and  shall,  when  so  recovered, 
be  paid  over  to  the  treasurer  or  other  receiver  of  His  Majes^'s  revenue  within  such  colony, 
in  aid  of  the  expenses  of  the  civil  government  thereof,  and  the  administration  of  justice 
therein.  And  it  is  further  ordered,  that  on  all  criminal  prosecutions  bbfore  the  said  courts 
respectively,  it  shall  be  a  good  cause  of  challenge  of  any  person  summoned  to  serve  as  an 
assessor  that  he  is  not  qualified  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  present  Order,  or  that  he 
is  an  illiterate  person,  and  unable  to  read  and  write,  and  that  any  other  cause  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  law  of  England,  would  be  a  good  cause  of  challenge  of  any  man  summoned  and 
returned  to  serve  as  a  common  juror  on  the  trial  of  any  issue  joined  between  the  King  and 
the  prisoner,  on  any  indictment  for  felony  or  misdemeanor,  shall  also  be  good  cause  of  chal- 
lenge to  any  assessor  summoned  to  serve  on  the  trial  of  any  criminal  prosecution  in  any  of 
flie  said  colonies,  in  so  far  as  that  part  of  the  law  of  England  is  capable  of  being  applied  in 
the  said  colonies;  and  if  any  such  cause  of  challenge  shall  be  alleged  either  by  the  public 
prosecutor,  or  by  any  person  or  persons  against  whom  any  such  prosecution  may  be  brought, 
the  judges  of  the  court  shall  forthwith  proceed  to  inquire  of  and  consider  the  grounds  of 
any  sudi  challenge,  and  shall  either  allow  or  overrule  the  same,  as  may  be  just ;  and  upon 
any  such  challenge  being  so  allowed,  another  person  shall  be  chosen  to  serve  as  assessor  in 
the  place  tod  stead  of  the  person  so  challenged,  and  so  on  until  a  sufficient  number  of 
assessors  shall  appear,  against  whom  no  cause,  or  no  just  cause  of  challenge,  shall  be 
^dleged. 

And  it  is  further  ordered,  that  after  dexiucting  six  from  the  whole  number  of  the  persons 
summoned  and  actually  appeanng  to  act  as  assessors  on  any  criminal  prosecution,  the  public 
prosecutor  and  the  person  or  persons  against  whom  the  prosecution  may  be  brought,  shall 
each  have  as  many  peremptory  challenges  as  shall  be  equal  to  one-half  of  the  remaining 
number,  or  should  the  remaining  number  not  be  an  even  number,  then  the  person  or  persons 
against  whom  the  prosecution  may  be  brought  shall  have  one  peremptory  challenge  more 
than  the  public  prosecutor. 

And  it  is  further  ordered,  that  before  proceeding  to  the  trial  of  any  such  criminal  prose- 
•cution,  each  assessor  shall,  in  open  court,  audibly  pronounce  and  take  the  oath  appointed 
by  the  law  of  England  to  be  taken  by  petit  jurors  impanelled  for  the  trial  of  any  issue  joined 
between  the  King  and  any  person  or  persons  arraigned. upon  any  indictment  in  His  Majesty's 
■Court  of  King's  Sench  at  Westminster. 

And  it  is  fiirther  ordered,  that  the  assessors  so  to  be  summoned  and  chosen,  as  aforesaid, 
shall  have,  exercise,  and  enjoy,  all  such  and  the  same  rights,  powers,  and  privileges, 
and  shall  perform  all  such  and  the  same  duties  as  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  said 
recited  Order  in  CJouncil  might  be  exercised,  enjoyed,  or  penormed  by  the  assessors  therein 
mentioned. 

And  it  is  further  ordered,  that  this  present  Order  shall  take  effect  and  come  into  operation 
in  the  said  respective  colonies,  so  soon  as  the  same  shall  have  been  promulgated  within  any 
such  colony  by  the  Governor  thereof,  and  not  before;  and  that  for  the  purposes,  and  within 
the  meaning  of  this  present  Order,  the  officer  administering  the  government  of  any  such 
colony  shall  be  esteemed  and  taken  to  be  the  Governor  thereof. 

And  the  Right  honourable  Viscount  Goderich,  one  of  His  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries 
of  State,  is  to  give  the  necessary  directions  herein  accordingly. 

C  Chreville. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at  the  King's  House  in  Georgetown,  Demerary, 
this  25th  day  of  October  1832,  and  in  the  third  year  of  His  Majesty's  reign. 

God  Save  the  King  ! 

By  his  Excellency's  command, 

W.  J.  D'Urbmy  Gov.  Sec. 
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ExTBACTfi-om  the  MINUTES  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Policf 
of  the  Colony  of  BritUh  Guiana^  at  its  Ordinary  Assembly  held  at  the  Gkuaoa  Public 
Buildings,  Oeoigetown^  Demerary. 

Tuesday,  29  January  1839. 

(After  Prayers.) 

RfiAD  a  letter  from  the  Vice-president  of  the  College  of  Electors,  in  reference  to  the* 
memorial  of  certain  inhabitants^  praying  for  the  abolition  of  the  said  college. 


Apartments  of  the  College  of  Electoi-s  at  the 
Sir,  Public  Buildings,  26  Jan.  1839. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor's  reference  to  the  College  of  Electors  for  a  report  on  the* 
petition  of  certain  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Berbice,  transmitted  in  die  Secretary  of 
State's  despatch.  No.  36,  of  the  22d  August  1838,  having  been  under  the  consideration  of 
the  college  during  its  session,  this  day,  I  am  directed  by  the  college  to  state  to  you,  for 
the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  that  the  college  decUne  making  any  report 
on  the  subject-matter  and  prayer  of  said  petition. 

I  have.  Sec 
The  Honourable  H*  E.  F.  Young,  (signed)        C.  Spencer,  V.  P. 

Government  Secretary. 


Ordered  that  the  said  letter  do  lie  on  the  table. 


(A  true  Extract.) 


(signed)        H.  E.  F.  Yomg. 


Extract  from  the  MINUTES  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Policy 
of  the  Colony  of  British  Guiana,  at  its  Ordinary  Assembly  held  by  adjournment  at  the 
Guiana  Public  Buildings,  George  Town,  Demerara. 

Friday,  7  June  1839. 
(After  Prayers.) 
Mr.  Young,  seconded  by  the  Chief  Justice,  proposed  the  following  resolution  : 

I  move  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  that  this  court  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  expedient  that  the  College  of  Electors 
be  abolished,  and  the  inhabitants  possessed  of  the  elective  franchise  be  allowed  to  vote  for 
the  election  of  the  unofficial  members  of  the  Court  of  Policy,  in  the  same  manner  as  they 
are  now  entitled  to  vote  for  the  election  of  Financial  Representatives. 


For  it. 

Honourables  Young. 

—  Robinson. 

—  Gloster. 

—  Chief  Justice. 

—  Governor. 


The  Court  divided. 


Against  it. 

Honourables  Croal. 

—  Bach. 

—  Cameron. 

—  Rose. 

—  MTurk. 


The  votes  being  equal,  the  motion  was  lost. 

(A  true  extract.) 

(signed) 


H.  jB.  jF.  Young,  Secretary^ 


Friday,  June  7. 

The  Resolution  respecting  the  College  of  Electors  having  come  up  in  its  order. 
The  Grovemment  Secretary  rose  and  spoke  to  this  effect : — In  pursuance  of  the  notice 
which  I  gave  the  day  before  yesterday,  it  is  now  my  intention  to  take  the  sense  of  the 
Court  on  a  resolution  which,  either  carried  or  rejected,  will  serve  as  an  answer  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  with  respect  to  his  reference  of  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  British  Guiana 
for  the  abolition  of  the  Electoral  College.  There  are  several  honourable  members  who,  both 
on  the  preceding  and  on  a  former  occasion,  expressed  an  opinion  that  it  should  continue  to 
be  in  existence  until  it  pleased  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  grant  to  this  colony  a  con- 
stitution similar  to  that,  woiah  prevails  in  other  islands  (colonies?);  namelv^  a  Council  and 
House  of  Assembly;  and  as  the  opinions  of  these  genUemen  are  entitled  to  every  weight 
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and  eonsideratiGn,  from  the  stake  which  they  possess  ia  the  colony,  and  the  consequent  No.  6. 

interest  which  they  must  feel  in  its  prosperity,  and  as,  especially,  my  honourable  friend  on  Cpvernor  Light 
the  left  (Dr.  M'Turk)  is  entitled  to  have  the  greatest  weight  attached  to  what  falls  from  to  Marquess  uf 
him,  because  he  rendered  the  most  in^portant  serrices,  this  time  last  year,  in  laying  the  Normanby, 
rue,  the  only  true  and  solid  foundation  on  which  social  and  legislative  improvement  may  ^3  i^^  f^^^O* 
usefully  be  erected,  when  I  say  that  I  am  diametrically  opposed  to  sentiments  entitled  to  *'  ■ 
so  much  respect,  I  trust  I  shall  be  believed  not  to  be  so  without  having  reflected  maturely 
on  the  subject.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  establishment  of  a  Council  and  Assembly  would 
be  attended  with  very  great  injury  to  the  interests  of  this  colony,  and  would  retard  its 
progress,  and  in  no  way  tend  to  its  advantage.  I  contend  that  a  real  and  useful  repre- 
sentation of  the  interests  of  all  classes  of  society  in  a  West  Indian  community,  never  has 
hiUierto  been  obtained  by  the  establishment  of  a  House  of  Assembly.  On  the  contrary,  so 
far  as  the  interests  of  the  great  mass  are  concerned,  it  is  a  matter  of  common  notorie^  that 
personal  liberty,  the  rights  of  property,  and  many  other  essentials  to  the  well-being  of 
society  and  the  happiness  of  individuals,  have  either  been  indefinitely  postponed  or  imper- 
fectly granted,  or  opposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly;  nor,  for  the  future,  that  is,  for 
several  years  to  come,  do  I  anticipate  that  a  House  of  Assembly  can  answer  the  object  of 
its  institution.  The  decting  and  elected  classes  have  hitherto  formed  a  very  small,  sepsr 
rate,  and  exclusive  portion  of  the  population ;  and  I  apprehend  that,  for  the  future,  unless 
the  Houses  of  Assembly  be  abolished  or  considerably  modified,  the  old  oligarchy — and  I 
use  the  term  without  offence,  as  implying  simply  the  party  of  the  dominant  few,  will  be 
displaced  by  another  or  worse  system,  that  Of  an  uneducated  democracy.  In  illustration  of 
what  may  be  apprehended,  I  would  point  to  Jamaica,  in  which,  but  for  the  BiU  now  befoi^ 
Parliament,  poUtical  power  might  continue  vested  in  an  oligarchy  for  a  short  period,  but 
must,  at  the  expiry  of  that  period,  fall  into  tlie  hands  of  the  great  mass  of  society.  Nor, 
where  the  francnise  is  still  in  the  hands  of  the  old  possessors,  is  it  much  better;  witness 
the  severity  of  the  laws  of  Antigua,  and  the  jealous,  partial,  and  one-sided  legislation  of  the 
other  islands  to  prevent  emigration.  The  recent  discussions  in  Parliament,  in  respect  to 
some  of  our  colonial  settlements,  have  shown  that  celebrated  men,  of  opposite  politics  and 
different  professions,  agree,  that  so  long  as  a  colouy  retains  the  rank  of  a  province,  its 
>dependence  on  the  mother  country  is  impaired,  or  most  inconveniently  maintained,  where 
Houses  of  Assembly  exist.  And  if  this  opinion  be  supported  by  the  mstuii)ed  state  of  the 
Canadas,  and  the  absurd  attempts  of  the  Legislature  of  Newfoundland  to  control  the  judi'- 
•cature,  Uie  inefficiency  of  a  representative  g6vemment  in  small  communities  is  placed 
in  a  view  not  less  striking,  by  the  absurdity  of  some  three  or  four  persons  in  Grenada, 
Dominica,  and  the  smaller  islands,  returning  a  House  of  Assembly,  and  exercising  power, 
privilege,  and  authority  co-equal  to  that  of  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain.  And  it  is 
not  necessary  to  travel  to  otner  colonies  to  show  (it  is  true,  on  a  small  scale,  but  still 
dearly  to  show)  the  utter  failure  of  an  elective  form  of  Government,  for  we  have 
only  to  look  to  one  of  our  municipal  institutions.  (A  laugb.)  The  proportion  of  the 
instructed  to  the  uninstructed,  the  relative  distribution  of  wealth  and  intellect,  is  not,  in 
the  West  Indies  at  present,  such  as  to  permit  the  establishment  of  a  Legislature  on  princi- 
ples identical  to  those  on  which  is  established  the  Le^slature  of  Great  Britain.  It  may  be 
said  that  the  people  of  this  country  are  now  in  possession  of  the  same  rights  as  the  people 
of  Great  Britain,  and  ought,  therefore,  to  have  a  similar  form  of  govemment^  for  what  is 
good  in  one  part  of  the  empire  must  be  equally  good  in  another,  nut  an  Act  of  the  Impe- 
rial Parliament,  or  a  local  Ordinance,  may,  it  is  true,  confer  rights ;  but  it  is  by  the  dinar 
sion  of  knowledge,  the  acquisition  of  property,  and  the  lapse  of  time  alone,  that  any  people 
<^an  acquire  the  power  of  properly  exercising  those  rights.  The  mere  record  on  the  statute 
book,  of  abstract  rights,  is  nugatory,  unless  they  have  acquired  the  faculty  of  exercising 
those  rights  for  themselves.  Our  people  are  at  present  in  a  state  of  tutelage  ;  and,  whilst 
I  am  ready  to  admit  that  property  and  intelligence  are  represented  by  a  portion  of  this 
•court,  yet  the  interests  of  the  mass  are  represented  by  the  responsible  colonial  servants  of 
the  Crown,  and  represented  most  efficiently.  But  it  is  impossible  to  use  stronger  language, 
in  reference  to  Houses  of  Assembly,  than  1  find  used  by  the  inhabitants  of  Newfoundland. 
In  a  recent  petition  to  Her  Majesty  in  Council,  after  setting  forth  the  evils  from  which  they 
were  suffering,  in  consequence  of  the  House  of  Assembly  granted  them  a  few  years  before, 
they  concluded  in  these  words  :  "  Since  the  estabhshment  of  the  Legislature  the  expenses 
of  the  colony  have  increased,  discord  has  spread,  justice  has  been  outraged  in  the  persons 
of  its  administrators ;  and,  ere  the  loyal  inhabitants  sink  under  these  protracted  grievances, 
they  pray  Her  Majesty  to  abolish  that  detected  imposture,  that  proclaimed  curse,  the 
House  of  Assembly  of  Newfoundland.''  If,  therefore,  I  am  against  an  Assembly,  it  is  not 
because  I  am  afraid  that  it  would  confer  too  much  power  on  the  people  of  this  country,  but 
that  it  would  confer  too  little ;  that  it  would  be  a  restriction,  and  not  an  extension,  of  the 
hberty  of  the  people.  The  motion  which  I  have  to  propose  is  confined  to  what  I  conceive 
to  be  the  substanee  of  the  prayer  of  the  inhabitants,  the  abolition  of  the  College  of  Electors; 
but,  as  an  individual  member  of  this  court,  I  should  be  most  happy  to  join  the  rest  of  the 
court  in  going  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  for  such  improvements  in  the  Legislature  as 
would  not  render  necessary  its  entire  overthrow.  The  chief  of  these  is  the  overthrow  of  the 
Collie  of  Electors,  and  permission  to  the  inhabitants  to  vote  for  the  un-official  members  of 
the  Court  of  Policy  in  the  same  manner  as  they  now  return  the  financial  representatives ; 
but  I  think  it  would  also  be  very  conducive  to  the  prosperi^  and  to  the  efficiency  of  the 
constituency^  if  they  had  also  a  local  representation,  that  is,  if  there  were  members  returned 
in  and  for  the  respective  towns  and  counties.  Thus,  provided  the  other  suggestions  were 
404.  F  4  granted. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


44 


CORRESPONDENCE  RELATIVE  TO 


No.  6. 

Governor  Light 
to  Marquess  of 
Norman  by, 
13  June  1839. 


granted,  there  might  be  one  member  for  George-town,  two  for  the  county  Demerara,  one  for 
county  Essequebo,  one  for  New  Amsterdam^  and  two  for  county  Beroice,  with  a  corres- 
ponding addition,  of  course,  to  the  official  section  of  the  court;  and  this,  I  think,  would 
give  a  complete  form  of  government  to  this  country.  But  there  should  be  also  an  extension 
of  the  franchise ;  and  I  propose  that  it  should  be  in  the  very  terms  of  the  qualification  for  asses- 
sors ;  for  it  surely  will  be  admitted,  that  those  who  are  thought  fit  to  be  entrusted  with  the  life 
and  death  of  a  fellow  creature,  and  fit  to  sit  with  the  judges  of  the  land,  and  to  exercise 
co-ordinate  authority  with  them,  are  also  eligible  for  the  exercise  of  the  political  franchise. 
The  immediate  effect  of  the  change  would  be  felt  in  the  town,  where  a  constituency  of  free- 
holders and  tenants  would  be  created.  Then  I  should  propose  that  the  votes  should  be 
receiyed,  not  as  now,  in  the  office  of  the  Government  secretary,  but  in  every  ward  in  each 
town,  and  each  parish  throughout  the  counties,  and  be  returnable  to  (or  by)  the  respective 
sheriffs,  and  be  opened  by  the  Court  of  Policy.  Such  changes  ajs  I  have  pointed  out  will,  I 
am  sure,  give  general  satisfaction,  and  they  are  practicable ;  the  much  greater  change  which, 
some  honourable  gentlemen  desire  is  perfectly  impracticable,  and  never  will  be  conceded. 
However,  it  will  be  for  any  other  member  to  bring  forward  a  distinct  motion  upon  that* 
I  now  beg  leave  to  move,  **  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  court,  that  the  petition  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  British  Guiana  ought  to  be  complied  with,  the  College  of  Electors  abolished,  and 
the  non-official  members  of  the  Court  of  Policy  elected  directly  by  the  constituency,  in  the 
same  way  as  the  financial  representatives." 

The  Chief  Justice :  I  second  the  motion* 

Mr.  Croal :  The  motion  for  the  aboliticMi  of  the  College  of  Electors  having  been  made  and 
seconded,  T  beg  to  make  one  or  two  observations.  I  coincide  in  a  great  deal  of  what  has 
fallen  from  the  honourable  secretary^  but  there  is  only  one  point  at  present  before  us,  and 
that  is,  the  motion  resulting  from  the  petition  which  has  been  read.  Therefore  I  shall 
merely  confine  myself  to  that. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  has  called  upon  this  Court  to  Express  its  opinion  ou  the 
subject  of  a  petition  stated  to  have  emanated  from  **  the  inhabitants  or  the  province  of  British 
Guiana,  at  a  public  meeting  held  on  the  23d  May  1838,''  and  which  petition  is  addressed 
to  Her  Majesty  the  Queen.  An  official  copy  of  the  petition  itself,  but  without  a  cony  of 
the  signatures  of  the  petitioners,  has  been  laid  on  the  table  of  the  Court,  and,  in  this  shape, 
the  Court  is  called  upon  to  express  an  opinion  on  points  affecting  the  entire  constitution  of 
the  colony. 

I  shall  not  enter  upon  the  consideration,  whether  or  not  this  petition  had  appended  to  it  the 
signatures  of  a  sufficient  portion  of  the  colonists  to  justify  any  radical  change  in  the  con- 
stitution of  the  colony  bein^  effected  through  the  proper  course,  but  I  will  at  once  come  to 
the  point,  whether  by  the  abolition  of  the  College  of  Electors,  the  inhabitants  generally 
would  ensure  a  better  representation  of  their  interests  in  the  Court  of  Policy* 

Had  the  petition  prayed  that  the  electors  should  only  hold  office  for  a  term  of  two  years 
instead  of  for  five,  I  should  have  been  most  happy  to  support  such  a  modification. 

It  was  the  case  for  a  period  of  nearly  20  years  (I  believe  from  1812  to  1831)  that  the 
electors  only  held  office  for  two  years;  but  it  appeared  that  this  change  had  been  brought 
about  without  due  authority ;  and  at  the  union  of  Demerara  and  Essequebo  with  Berbice, 
a  new  election  took  place,  and  the  College  of  Electors  was  replaced  upon  the  footing  it 
stood  at  the  time  of  the  capitation  in  1803,  namely,  that  the  members  should  sit  for  life. 

What  the  motives  of  the  advisers  of  the  Sovereign  were  for  reverting  to  the  old  Dutch 
system  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  sa^r,  but  it  certainly  did  not  appear  to  myself  or  to  any 
other  person  that  I  ever  conversed  with  on  the  subject,  that  the  measure  exhibited  a  desire 
to  favour  popular  rights,  for  it  did  not  throw  back  ttie  electors  at  the  expiration  of  two  years 
upon  the  sufimges  of  their  constituents,  but  on  the  contrary,  placed  them  in  office 
for  life. 

Objectionable,  however,  as  this  mode  of  constituting  a  College  or  Board  of  Electors  may 
appear,  still  the  existence  of  such  a  coUeee  has  its  advantages  in  a  country  where  men  in 
office  are  so  often  by  circumstances  obliged  to  vacate  their  places,  and  to  render  new  elec- 
tions necessary. 

To  show  how  freauent  those  changes  take  place  even  in  the  college  itself,  we  find  but  one 
gentleman  out  of  tne  original  number  chosen  at  the  time  of  the  union  in  1831  left  in  the 
present  Board.  Numerous  other  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  College,  and  consequently 
on  every  such  occasion  the  voters  have  been  called  uiK>n  to  return  new  electors* 

The  members  of  the  Electoral  College  are  the  delegates  of  the  holders  of  the  franchise, 
chosen  by  the  non-official  members  of  the  Court  of  Policy ;  and  I  say  that  in  a  country 
where  so  many  casualties  occur  to  render  new  elections  of  members  of  the  Court  of  Policy 
necessary,  it  is  a  great  conyenience  that  such  a  body  as  the  College  of  Electors  exists,  foir 
were  it  otherwise,  it  could  scarcely  be  possible  to  carry  on  the  public  business,  unless  indeed 
the  inhabitants  were  satisfied  (and  which  I  do  not  believe  to  be  their  intention)  to  entrust 
their  interests  to  an  incomplete  court.  The  Electoral  College  may  be  summoned  to  fill  up 
yacancies  in  a  few  days,  and,  in  many  instances,  have  per^rmed  this  duty  at  one  day's 
notice ;  but  this  could  not  be  done  by  resorting  to  the  votes  of  the  inhabitants,  as  such  a 
mode  of  election  would  require,  at  the  very  least,  one  month.  Vacancies  have  occurred, 
and  may  occur,  whilst  the  court  is  in  session,  deliberating  on  matters  deeply  affecting  tha 
colonial  interests ;  is  the  session  to  be  adjourned  then  for  a  month  ?  and  is  the  public 
business  on  every  such  occasion  to  be  impeded  ?  The  College  of  Electors  provides  an 
immediate  remedy  for  such  a  contingency,  independent  of  other  considerations. 

If  the  Court  of  Policy  consisted  entirely  of  the  chosen  representatives  of  the  people,  and 
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each  district  had  its  representatives,  there  would  be  no  necessity  for  a  college  of  electors ;  j^^  ^^ 

hut  whilst  one  half  of  the  court  sit  there  by  office,  it  will,  in  point  fact,  be  an  abridgment  of  Governor  lidit 
the  representation  of  the  inhabitants  to  abolish  the  (College  of  Electors  rather  than  a  near  ^^  Marqaess  of 
sure  calculated  to  procure  a  better  representation.  Nonnanby, 

I  should  be  happy  to  see  the  number  of  representative  members  in  the  Court  of  Pblicy  13  j«De  1839.   ' 
increased ;  but,  until  a  radical  change  takes  place  in  the  constitution  of  tiie  colony,  bj       ^_  1 

extending  the  number  of  perscms  in  that  court  to  represent  the  inhabitants,  dividing  the 
cokmy  into  electoral  districts,  and  giving  members  to  each  respectively.  I  am  opposed  to 
the  wolition  of  the  College  of  Sectors ;  but  I  should  be  ^d  in  the  meantime  to  see 
the  term  of  senrioe  limited  to  two  years,  when  it  can  be  effected  by  the  regular  and  legal 
means ;  this  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  a  salutary  reform  without  abolishing  the  institution 
itself;  for  it  is  not  safe  to  abolish  it  while  the  Court  of  Policy  is  composed  as  it  is  at  pre^ 
sent»  and  1  am  decidedly  opinion  that  it  would  not  be  a  benefit  to  the  colony. 

I  have  thus  given  my  opinion  freely;  there  may  be  individuals  in  the  community,  and 
there  may  be  members  of  this  court  who  think  my  notions  trntiquated,  and  who  do  not 
scruple  to  style  me  a  member  of  the  old  clique ;  for  their  opinions  I  care  but  little,  being 
aware  that  the  many  proofs  I  have  received  of  the  opinion  entertained  of  me  by  the  inhabi'- 
tants  generally,  when  their  direct  sufirages  placed  me  in  office,  will  exeii^  me  from  any 
imputation  of  coveting  office  by  indirect  means,  because  I  now  oppose  the  ttb<Aition  of  a 
college  through  whose  agency  I  have  been  placed  in  this  court 

In  answer  to  the  honourable  Government  Secretary's  question,  why,  if  no  incx>nrvenience 
is  felt  in  filling  up  vacancies  in  the  body  of  financial  representatives  who  are  elected  by  the 
direct  votefe  of  the  inhabitants,  should  any  be  felt  in  fiUine  np  vacancies  in  the  Court  of 
Policy?  I  beg  to  observe  that  the  financial  representatives  only  sit  in  one  session  during  the 
year ;  whilst  the  Court  of  Policy  sits  very  often,  and  at  irregular  periods,  and  the  members 
have  many  duties  to  perform  on  committee,  &c.  and  therefore  tne  waiting  of  a  month  or 
perhaps  more,  to  fill  up  a  vacancy,  would  be  attended  with  detriment  to  the  public  service. 

Mr.  Rose : — ^With  the  latter  part  of  the  speech  of  the  honourable  Secretary  I  in  a  great 
measure  coincide,  but  I  cannot  assent  to  all  .that  he  has  said.  If  his  arguments  are  good 
for  anything  they  must  apply,  surely,  to  the  College  of  Electors.  He  is  averse,  he  says, 
from  a  House  of  Assembly,  and  he  proposes  another  plan.  I  am  not  opposed  to  members 
being  added  and  their  being  returned  du^ctly,  under  certain  provisions.  I  had  the  honour 
of  proposing,  some  years  ago,  that  the  number  of  non-official  members  should  be  increased 
to  ten.  I  would  propose,  if  any  changes  take  place,  that  they  should  take  place  simulta- 
neonsly,  and  that  there  should  be  two  members  for  George-town,  two  for  Essequebo,  two  for 
Demerara,  two  for  Berbice,  and  one  for  New  Amsterdam;  but  1  would  tiven  nave  Oeoi^e- 
town  return  its  own  members,  and  the  counties  their  own.  I  would  not  have  the  election^ 
as  it  is  now,  to  embrace  the  whole  mass  of  the  electors;  and  I  believe  that  it  is  the  view  of 
the  honourable  mover  also  (Mr.  Young  nodded  assent).  To  a  proposal  of  this  kind  I.  will 
readily  give  my  support,  provided  it  be  simultaneous  with  the  abolition ;  but  1  never  can 
consent  to  the  abstract  question  of  abolition,  without  I  see  something  to  be  substituted. 
i  am  not  one  of  those  that  would  seek  to  hold  office  longer  than  my  fellow-colonists  desire. 
I  am  not  afraid  of  standing  a  competition  with  any  of  my  fellow-colonists.  If  I  am  not 
worthy  to  represent  them,  they'll  not  return  me ;  if  they  do  return  me.  Til  serve  them  as 
well  as  1  can.  But  I  say  it  would  be  premature  to  abolish  the  Electoral  College  nntil 
some  substitute  is  provided.  If  it  be  proposed  to  take  the  matter  into  smous  ooosideratien, 
and  propose  such  a  form,  such  an  improvement  in  the  constitution  as  is  fitted  for  this 
country,  I  will  give  my  support  to  the  proposal  and  agree  to  the  abolition,  but  not  until 
then.  These  being  my  sentiments  I  can^;  support  the  motion  in  its  present  shape,  though 
I  am  ready  to  give  every  assistance  in  maturing  a  proper  measure. 

The  Governor :— The  petition  demands,  on  the  abolition  of  the  College,  a  local  repre^ 
sentation. 

Mr,  Kose  did  not  mean  to  go  minutely  into  the  petition.  The  petitioners  asked  for  cer 
tain  things,  but  did  not  specify  clearly  what  they  wished  to  substitute.  If  then*  petition 
alone  were  granted,  what  would  be  the  consequence  ?  Why,  tfailt  as  long  as  the  constitution 
remained,  the  electors  must  send  in  two  candidates,  of  whom  the  Court  would  setect  one. 
Surely  that  was  not  the  intention  of  the  inhabitants,  since  the  candidate  who  had  the  fewest 
votes  among  the  constituency  might  come  to  be  selected  by  the  Court.  That  was  not  the 
way  in  which  to  ask  for  constitutional  rights.  A  plan 'had  not  been  distinctly  and  explicitly 
pointed  out,  and  it  was  on  this  ground  that  the  petition  was  objectionaUe.  He  (Mr.  Rose) 
admitted  that  the  words  were,  •'  to  be  elected  as  the  financial  representatives  now  are." 
But  how  were  the  members  of  that  court  chosen  ?  Two  candidates  were  sent  up,  and  the 
Conrt  selected  one.  The  petition  must  be  taken  in  one  view  as  a  whole.  He  admitted  that 
the  constitution  was  not  such  a  one  as  the  country  ought  to  have.  It  might  have  done  very 
well,  at  the  period  of  its  establi^ment,  but  there  was  a  vast  difierence  now.  Many  interests 
were  to  be  represented,  the  legal,  the  medical,  the  commercial,  and  a  variety  of  other 
interests.  I  am  of  opinion  (concluded  Mr.  Rose)  that,  whatever  form  of  constitution  may 
take  place,  that  interest  which  has  been  held  up  to  odium  by  certain  individuals  in  this 
colony,  will  always  have  a  due  proportion  of  weight  under  any  circumstances,  and  I  ask 
no  more.  1  am  opposed  to  the  resolution  as  it  now  stands,  but,  if  the  lionourable  gentleman 
shape  it  in  a  way  agreeable  to  his  speech,  I  will  give  it  my  support. 

After  a  pause,  dnring  which  no  other  member  evinced  any  desire  to  speak. 

The  €rovernment  Secretary  replied  :  As  his  motion  met  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants,  he 
was  not  inchned  to  change  it.  In  the  case  of  the  financial  representatives,  there  was  na 
double  return ;  how,  then,  could  there  be  a  double  return,  if  the  members  of  the  Court  of 
Policy  were  to  be  elected  "  in  the  same  way"  as  the  financial  representatives?    As  to  a 
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No.  6.  substitnte  for  the  College  of  Electors,  no  other  substitute  was  necessary  than  the  conferring 

Governor  Liffht  ^^  ^^^  ^'S***  of  voting  directly  on  the  constituency.  The  argument  in  reference  to  tlie  utility 
to  Marquess  of  <>f  ^^e  College  of  Electors,  for  choosing  members  of  the  Court  of  Policy,  went  to  show  Uie 
Normanby,  utility  of  such  a  body  for  choosing  financial  representatives. 

13  June  iSa^  Mr.  Croal  said  there  was  a  very  material  difference,  since  the  Court  of  Policy  sat  all  the 

-  year  round,  the  Combined  Court  only  at  certain  seasons.  Members  of  the  Court  of  Policy 
might  retire  during  a  session ;  and  but  for  the  speedy  action  of  such  a  body  as  the  Electoral 
College,  which  comd  meet  and  do  its  business  even  in  a  day,  the  public  business  mi^ht  be 
retarded  for  a  month,  and  the  people  continually  harassed  by  new  elections.  He  (Mr.  Croal) 
was  sitting  in  that  Court  for  tne  fourth  term,  and  he  had  never  remained  in  it  longer  than 
two  years  at  a  time;  thus,  new  elections  might  occur  50  times  in  the  course  of  a  year.  The 
vacancy  of  seats  would  be  a  eood  ground  for  postponing  the  public  business;  unless,  indeed, 
it  were  intended  to  be  said  that  the  colony  would  be  oetter  represented  by  two  members 
instead  of  five. 

The  Government  Secretary  was,  of  course,  opposed  to  the  extension  of  the  functions  of  the 
Electoral  College ;  but,  in  common  consistency,  what  was  applicable  to  one  deseription  of 
representatives  was  applicable  to  the  other,  the  more  especiaity  as  the  financial  representa- 
tives could  be  so  easily  chosen  by  the  college,  in  ''  one  day,''  for  example. 

Mr.  Cameron  said,  that  that  Court  could  not  change  the  constitution  of  the  country. 
The  Governor  said  it  was  only  a  recommendation  that  was  proposed. 
The  votes,  having  been  taken,  were  found  to  be  equal,  the  whole  official  section  voting  in 
favour  of  the  resolution,  the  whole  non-official  against  it. 

The  Governor : — I  don't  exercise  the  double  vote ;  the  recommendation  may  be  made  by 
myself,  from  what  I  have  heard  in  this  Court. 
Thus,  the  resolution  of  the  Government  Secretary  was  not  carried. 


No.  7. 
Marq.ofNormanby 
to  Governor  Light, 
16  August  1839. 


—  No.  7.— 

(No.  72.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Marquess  of  Normanby  to  Governor  Light. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  16  August  1839. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  13th  June,  (No. 
gG,)  containing  the  result  of  the  application  which,  by  my  predecessor's  despatch  of  the 
14th  September  last,  (No.  45,)  you  were  directed  to  make  to  the  College  of  Electors,  and  to 
the  Court  of  Policy,  for  any  observations  they  might  be  desirous  of  offering  on  two  peti^ 
tions  from  the  inhabitants  of  British  Guiana,  praying  that  the  College  of  Electors  might 
be  abolished. 

I  regret  that  1  am  not  to  receive  the  assistance  which  1  had  hoped  to  obtain  from  these 
bodies  in  the  consideration  of  the  subject.  As  at  present  advised,  I  am  of  opinion  that 
some  changes  will  be  required  before  the  termination  of  the  year  1840. 

It  appears  that  the  constitution  of  British  Guiana  has  gradually,  but  widely,  departed  in 
practice  from  the  constitution  of  Demerara  as  it  existed  on  the  cession  of  that  colony  to  the 
Crown.  The  habits  now  introduced  are  open  to  many  well-founded  objections,  which  appear 
to  be  remediable,  either  by  a  return  to  the  original  system,  or  by  an  enlargement  of  some  of 
the  most  popular  franchises  which  that  system  embraced,  and  it  is  necessary  to  the  good 
government  of  the  colony  that  some  modifications  of  this  kind  should  be  made  at  or  before 
the  expiration  of  the  Civil  List. 

The  ill  success  of  the  attempt  made  by  Lord  Glenelg  to  obtain  the  advice  of  the  Court  of 
Policy  and  of  the  College  of  Electors,  for  the  assistance  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  on 
this  subject  renders  it  necessary  to  proceed  without  the  benefit  of  their  previous  opinion; 
the  revision  therefore  of  the  whole  subject  will  be  undertaken  and  proceeded  in  at  an  early 
period. 

Without  expressing  any  opinion  at  present,  as  to  the  course  which  it  may  be  proper  ulti- 
mately to  adopt,  there  can  be  no  doubt  whatever  respecting  the  necessity  of  requiring  ibr 
the  Governor  an  initiative  of  all  money  votes,  nor  for  insisting  that  the  estimates,  when 
proposed  by  the  Governor,  should  be  discussed  and  voted  seriatim  in  the  full  court.  The 
proposed  ordinance  for  abolishing  the  Court  of  Electors  must  not  be  introduced  again, 
because  any  constitutional  changes  which  may  be  necessary  should  originate  with  The 
Sovereign,  and  not  with  the  local  legislature. 

As  however  the  Civil  List  will  not  expire  until  the  31st  December  1840,  Her  Majesty's 
decision  on  the  petitions  which  have  been  presented  will  not  be  announced  until  the  com- 
mencement of  the  ensuing  year,  in  order  that  a  further  opportunity  may  be  afforded  to 
any  persons  or  bodies  in  the  colony  to  address  any  representations  through  you  to  the 
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Crown  which  they  may  think  neoMsary.  for  the  assistance  of  her  Majesty's  Councils  on  |^q,  *j^ 

this  subject*  Marq.ofNornianby 

I  have,  &c.  to  Governor  Light, 

(signed)        Normanby.  16  Auguu  1839. 


—  No,  8.— 
(No.  122.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  the  Marquess  of  Normanby. 

Governor's  Residence,  Demerara, 
My  Lord,  30  July  1839. 

As  the  Civil  List  expires  on  the  31st  December  1840,  I  beg  to  call  your  Lordship's 
attention  to  the  necessity  of  being  prepared  with  proposals  for  a  new  Civil  List  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Combined  Court. 

I  respectfully  submit  the  propriety  of  providing  more  liberally  for  the  public  officers,  and 
placing  odier  functionaries  permanently  on  the  Civil  List. 

This  colony  must  be  for  many  years  the  most  expensive  of  the  British  Empire.  Every 
necessary  of  life^  every  luxury,  every  manufacture,  though  the  latter  is  largely  supplied,  and 
•very  smallest  service  recdved  must  be  paid  for  according  to  the  price  of  labour,  which 
cannot  diminish  here  till  the  demand  is  less  than  the  supply. 

The  community  is  well  disposed  to  admit  that  the  public  officers  are  not  paid  in  propor- 
tion to  the  expenses  of  the  colony,  and  in  the  last  Combined  Court,  when  the  threat  of  stop- 
ping the  supplies  was  current,  the  financial  body  acknowledged  they  should  gain  nothing 
by  refusing  the  Civil  List,  which  was  *'  too  good  a  bargain  to  meddle  with." 

When  the  Civil  List  was  established  in  1836,  there  were  no  surplus  customs  anticipated ; 
the  Crown  gave  up  certain  rights  in  return  for  the  fixed  salaries  of  its  public  officers. 
The  annexed  tabl^  will  show  your  Lordship  what  has  been  received  from  the  Custom- 
house by  the  Receiver-genensl  from  April  1836  to  5th  July  1839;  a  progressive  increase, 
for  Demerara  and  Essequibo  alone,  which  in  this  year  promises  almost  the  quota  of  the 
Civil  List  paid  by  these  two  counties,  being  7,000  /.  sterling  for  six  months.  Such  being 
the  case.  Her  Majesty's  Government  may  fairly  require  an  augmented  Civil  List,  and 
include  in  the  new  one  salaries  for  stipendiary  magistrates  and  other  officers,  who  shall  not 
be  subject  to  the  caprice  of  the  financial  representatives. 

I  shall  have  the  honour  of  annexing  to  this  despatch  a  private  and  separate  despatch^ 
detailing  the  expenses  of  this  colony  in  comparison  with  the  Leeward  Islands,  taking 
Antigua  as  the  criserion  of  all.  My  scale  of  Civil  list,  which  I  now  propose  for  yonr 
Lordship's  approval,  is  based  on  the  relative  prices  to  this  colony.  In  making  a  large 
increase  to  the  salary  of  the  Governor,  I  place  him  on  the  same  footing  with  the  Governor 
of  the  Leeward  Islands.  I  advocate  the  office,  not  my  own  personal  interests  alone ;  its 
tenure  being  dependent  on  life,  health,  and  the  approbation  of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
On  the  same  principle,  I  add  to  the  salaries  of  other  officers  in  the  following  list  :-^ 

The  (jovemor  ----------  per  ann. 

Chief  Justice     ----------  — 

Two  Puisne  Judges,  each  2,000/.        -.--..  — 

Secretary  to  Chief  Justice  -        -        -        -        -        --  — 

High  Sheriff,  as  before       --------  — 

High  Sheriff's  clerk -  — 

Sheriff  of  Berbice      ---------  — 

Sheriff  of  Essequibo  -        -        -        -.-        -        -        -        -  — 

The  Attorney-general         --------  — 

The  Solicitor-general  -        --        -        -.       -.-        -  — 

The  Government  Secretary         -------  — 

Assistant  ditto  ---------  — 

CleriLs,  stationery,  &c.        --------  — 

Contingencies  ----------  — 

3  o  stipendiary  magistrates,  at  800  2.    -        -        -^-        --  — 

Three  superintendents  of  rivers  and  creeks,  600/.  each  -        -  — 


No.  8. 
Governor  Light 
to  Marquess  of 
Nortnanby, 
30  July  1839. 


6,000 
3.000 
4,000 

600 
1,250 

300 
1,200 
1,000 
1,600 

500 
2,000 
1,000 

600 
4,000 
8,000 
1,800 


Civil  List  at  present 


404. 


Increase  and  Difference  proposed 
Q  2 


36,750 
19,980 


16,770 
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No-    8e 

Governor  Light 
to  Marquess  of 
Nomaanbyy 
30  July  1839. 


This  excess  orer  the  present  CitiI  List  is  idmosi  covered  by  the  surplus  customs  not 
anticipated  in  1836;  it  inclades  8,000/.  for  stipendiary  magistrates^  1^800  Z.  for  superinten- 
dents of  rivers  and  creeks^  whose  office,  being  essential  to  the  interests  of  the  colony,  ought 
not  to  be  lefl  to  the  caprice  of  the  Combined  Court,  which  may  be  disposed  to'  think  it 
unnecessary,  and  refuse  hereafter  to  vote  any  salary.  The  excess  to  public  officers  now  on 
the  Civil  List,  and  of  the  contingencies,  is  7,750/. ;  but  deducting  ecclesiastical  salaries, 
grant  to  school,  and  despatch  boat,  1,150/.,  it  is  reduced  to  6,600 /•  The  whole  will  not 
entail  any  additional  taxatioo. 

The  contingencies  do  not  at  present  enable  the  executive  to  compensate  for  extra  service 
performed  by  public  officers.  They  will  be  relieved,  however,  of  the  salary  to  the  Attorney- 
general,  and  of  lOoL  per  aonam  to  the  Govermnent  Secretary.  The  noainal  increase  is 
1,600/. ;  but  in  this  must  be  included  the  grant  to  schools,  despatch-boat,  and  ecclesiastical 
salaries,  to  be  paid  from  the  contingencies,  deducted  from  the  old  Civil  List;  therefore  the 
contingencies  will  haTe  a  real  increase  of  1,050/^  oat  of  which  the  expenses  of  travelling 
and  visiting  different  points  of  the  oolony,  of  all  tba  poblie  officers,  including  the  executive, 
mast  be  paid* 

Hitherto  the  (Government  Secretary  has  held  the  office  of  Secretary  to  the  Court  of 
Policy,  and  receives  salaries  for  each  office.  They  should  be  united.  The  ruling  party  will 
endeavour  to  oppose  this,  and  prevent  the  Government  Secretary  from  preserving  the 
records  of  the  Court  of  Policy,  he  being  one  of  its  members.  This  is  the  plea ;  but  the 
object  is,  that  the  executive  may  have  a  divided  influence  with  the  Court  over  its 
Secretary. 

The  population  of  the  Leeward  Islands  is  inferior  to  that  of  British  Guiana ;  in  every 
island  there  is  a  colonial  secretary,  the  amount  of  whose  salaries  exceeds  that  which  I  pro- 
pose for  the  Government  and  Assistant  Government  Secretary,  whose  duties  are  as  onerous 
as  those  of  all  the  islands  united.  The  colonial  secretary  at  Antigua  received  1,000/.  per 
annum,  which  is  much  more  in  proportion  than  2,000/.  per  annum  in  this  colony;  the 
talent  necessary  for  such  an  office  in  this  colony,  threefold.  It  is  on  this  account  I  advo- 
cate the  increase  of  salary  to  the  Government  Secretary  and  his  assistants. 

Public  feeling  has  already  expressed  itself  with  regard  to  the  salaries  of  the  judges.  At  no 
moment  has  it  been  more  necessary  to  secure  the  services  of  upright  and  talented  judges 
than  at  present. 

The  Attorney-general  at  present  receives  500/.  annum  from  the  Civil  List^  and  500/.  from 
the  contingencies;  he  has  had  500/.  voted  to  him  this  year  as  a  reward  for  services  per- 
formed during  last  year;  it  is  an  irregular  mode  of  increasing  his  salary,  by  the  good  plea- 
sure of  financial  repreaenlativea,  and  may  lead  to  inconvenient  results.  It  is  acknowledged 
he  is  not  sufficiently  paid. 

I  have  in  vain  endeavoured  to  secure  a  salary  for  the  Solicitor-general ;  the  ruling  party 
will  not  acknowledge  such  an  office,  nor  its  utility,  though  daily  experience  proves  that  the 
Attorney-general  requires  aid  in  his  various  duties.  I  have  proposed  500  /.  per  annum  as  a 
sort  of  retaining  fee  for  the  services  of  the  Solicitor-general. 

I  have  more  than  once  drawn  attention  to  the  salaries  of  the  stipendiary  magistrates ; 
what  they  now  receive  is  not  sufficient  remuneration  for  active  and  zealous  services.  I  had 
flattered  myself  some  months  ago,  that  I  should  have  relieved  Her  Majesty's  Government 
of  sucb  an  expense.  Ten  stipendiary  magistrates  in  constant  circuit,  will  be  more  useful 
than  the  present  number  confined  to  one  district;  800/.  per  annum  to*  each  will  place  them 
above  want,  and  relieve  those  who  are  retained  from  many  pecuniary  difficulties.  Could 
any  boon  be  offered  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  the  colonists,  I  do  not  despair  of 
fixing  the  salaries  at  that  rate  on  the  Civil  List. 

Though  the  office  of  superintendent  of  rivers  and  creeks  was  established  by  Ordinance,  yet 
it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Combined  Court  to  refuse  a  salary.  I  wish  to  place  the  office  above 
caprice.  The  last  Combined  Court  increased  the  salary  of  one  of  the  superintendents  to 
600/.  per  annum ;  caprice  refused  the  additional  salary  to  the  two  others,  though  the  expenses 
of  all  are  the  same. 

In  conclusion,  in  submitting  my  view  of  proposals  for  the  new  Civil  List,  I  look  to  the 
future  prospects  of  the  colony  as  well  as  its  present  condition ;  as  its  population  increases  so 
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will  its  resources.    It  now  furnishes  more  sugar  than  all  the  Leeward  Islands  united,  and  -j^     ^ 

in  proportion  to  its  augmented  population,  so  will  the  responsibility  and  labour  of  the  Governor  Light 
public  officers  be  increased^  to  Marquess  of 

I  have,  &C.  Normanby, 

30  July  1839. 
(signed)        Henry  Light.  ._—.-. 

It  win  Hiaterially  strengthen  aoy  position^  if  yoar  Loidship  will  signify  to  me  your 
slpproval  of  the  Civil  list  I  have  proposed,  or  any  other,  previously  to  the  meeting  of  the 
CmibiDed  Court  in  February  next. 

H.L. 


Enclosure  in  No.  8. 
RECEIPTS  FROM  CUSTOM-HOUSE. 


£ncl.  in  No.  8. 


19  April  1836 
3  Oct.     — 

31  Dec     — 
5  Jan.  1837. 

3i740    5 

1,648  12 
2,000    - 
1,000    - 

d. 

1 

£.          8. 

M07    4 
800    - 

d. 

£.      s.    d. 
4,707    4    - 

Florins. 

At4*.4J.toa^     19^84    - 

Ditto  -        -     11,090    - 

Ditto  -        -     34,692    5 

.. 

14/.  to  the  Pound 
Sterling, 

As  brought  in 
the  books. 

£.      s.     d. 
1,391  14    3 

79«    3    a 
2,478    -    - 

1,650     - 
2,110   19 
1,629     5 
2,260   16 

65,266    5 

- 

4,661  17    5 

15  April  1837 

8  Aug.     — 

18  Oct.     — 

31  Dec.     — 

5  Jan.  1898. 

1 
11 

1 

7,651     1     1 

At4f.4(f.toa^    22,846  10 
Ditto  -        .     29,305  16 
Ditto  -        .     22,580    8 
Ditto  -        .     31,302  15 

- 

1,631  17  10 

2,093    5    5 
i,6i2  17    8 

2,235  18    3 

1,500     - 
2^052    19 
1,200     - 

4,648   12 

2,000     - 
2,000     - 
2,000     - 
1,000     - 

106,035    9 

- 

7,573  19    2 

10  April  1838 

13  July     — 

It  Oct.     -^ 

Dec     — 

5  Jan.    1839 

4  Feb.     — 

2 

1 

9.401 11  3 

At4«.4i.toa^    20,769    ~ 
Ditto  -        -     28,426    5 
DitU  -        -     16,615  10 

Ditto  -        -     64,872    - 

- 

1,483  10    - 
2,030    8  11 
1,186  16    4 

4,633  14    4 

130,682  15 

- 

9,334    9    7 

14  March  1839. 

4  April     — 
13  May      — 

6  July       — 

- 

m 

7,000     -     - 

At4«.2d.  toa^    28,800    - 
Ditto  -        -     28,800    - 
Ditto  .        -     28,800    - 
Ditto  -        -     14,400    - 

- 

2,057    2  10 
2,057     2  10 
2,057    2  10 
1,028  11     5 

100,800    * 

- 

7,199    -    - 

RECAPITULATION. 


1836 

1837 

1838    -   .   .   -   . 

1839 

£. 


£.  8.  d. 

4,707  4  - 

7,651  1  1 

9,401  11  3 

7,000  -  - 


28,759  16  4 


£.  8.  d. 

4,661  17  5 

7,573  19  2 

9,334  9  7 

7,199  -  - 


28,769    6    2 


I 
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Receipts  in  1834 

—  1825 

—  1826 


Guilders. 

98,029    -    - 
68,846  13    - 


DoUari. 
5hoH  1 
3«,(>76  1 
22,948    - 


From  1836  to  1838  the  surplus  customs  were  paid  by  the  collector  in  dollars  at  the  rate 
of  4«.  4,d.f  in  1839  at  4^.  ad.  The  table  presents,  in  the  first  column,  the  amount  at 
45.  4£^  in  pounds  sterling  at  that  rate;  the  second  column  the  amount  in  dollars,  which  are 
credited  in  the  third  or  right-hand  column  in  pounds  sterling,  at  the  relative  value  in  gjiilders^ 
14  to  the  pound  sterling. 

The  only  surplus  customs  paid  previously  to  the  Civil  list  of  1836  was  in  the  years  1824^ 
1825, 18264  when  the  source  failed. 


No.  9. 
Governor  Light 
to  Marquess  of 
Normanby, 
31  July  1839. 


—  No.  9.— 
(Separate.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  the  Marquess  of  Normanby. 

My  Lord,  Governor's  Residence,  Demerara,  31  July  1839. 

HuMBLT  presuming  it  could  not  be  the  wish  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  that  the 
public  officers  in  this  cobny  should  be  on  a  worse  footing  than  those  of  other  colonies,  I 
venture  to  lay  before  your  Lordship  a  comparative  scale  of  prices  in  this  colony  and  in  the 
Leeward  Islands,  all  of  which  I  haye  visited,  in  two  of  which  I  have  resided  sufficiently 
long  to  be  a  fair  judge  of  the  disproportionate  expenditure  of  British  Guiana  to  that 
required  in  Antigua  or  Dominica.  In  advocating  the  increase  of  salaries  I  am  bound  to 
show  cause;  I  therefore  respectfully  trust  your  Lordship  will  excuse  my  entering  into 
minutiee  of  expense. 

The  salary  of  governor  of  the  Leeward  Islands  is  3,000  /.  per  annum ;  his  fees,  250  /. 

At  British  Guiana  the  salary  is  3;500  /.,  paid  in  guilders,  at  14  to  the  pound  sterlings 
3,400,  plus  a  fraction. 

Prices. 

Antigua.         British  Guiana. 
Servants. 


per  Annum. 

£. 
30 


per  Annum. 

£. 
100 


Butler^ ^ 

*  (The  same  person  has  lived  vnth  me  from  my  first  arrival  at  Antigua,  and  I  am  fortunate 

in  retaining  his  services  at  the  increased  rate.) 
Coachman         ..------  26  50 

Cook         -        - 26  60 

All  other  servants  in  proportion  double. 

Price  and  Keep  of  Horses. 


Pair  of  carriage  horses 
Riding  horses    -        -        - 
Forage  per  annum,  one  horse 


Protisiom. 


Beef,  per  pound         .-----• 

Mutton  -  ditto  -        -        -        -        -        -     -  - 

Poultry,  per  pair        ------- 

A  turkey  --------- 

Fish  --------  ratio 


jitigaa. 

British  Guiana. 

£. 

£. 

70 

130 

fio 

80/.  to  100/. 

40 

80 

totigua. 

British  Guiana. 

s.     d. 

s.      d. 

-     9 

1       1 

1 

2        2 

4      - 

10 

6      - 

205.  to  30  s. 

a      -J 

29        2 

Tropical 
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Tropical  fruits,  vegetables,  milk,  bread,  much  higher  than  in  the  islands.  ]^^^  q^ 

Manufactured  goods,  imports,  luxuries,  in  the  same  increased  ratio,  merchants  charging  Governor  Light 
,according  to  rate  of  living.  to  Marquess  of 

The  establishment  of  a  second-rate  merchant,  with  two  or  three  clerks,  not  less  than,  per  ^^  j„]y  ,|ng^ 
annum,  2,000  /«  ...—..i^ 

House-rent  double  in  British  Guiana.    I  could  hire  a  more  convenient  furnished  house,  in 
.  an  eligible  part  of  London,  for  the  same  money  I  pay  for  mine  here  unfurnished. 

There  are  certain  positions  in  society  which  involye  expense ;  subscriptions,  charities, 
X  ewards,  entertainments,  are  stamped  by  the  rank  or  office.  There  are  times  when  a  Gover- 
nor, or  other  public  officer  of  rank,  must  entertain,  must  subscribe,  be  charitable,  must 
reward;  and  instead  of  this  being  limited  to  a  confined  society,  its  range  is  that  of  an 
extensive  province.  There  are,  consequently,  infinitely  more  appeals  to  the  purse  here  than 
in  the  islands,  in  every  public  department. 

Carriages  and  horses  are  as  much  a  necessary  of  life  to  a  European,  in  these  dimates,  as 
his  daily  food ;  therefore  they  cannot  be  said  to  be  luxuries  in  any  department. 

I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  place  these  details  before  your  Lordship,  to  account  for  my 
proposed  incltase  of  salaries  to  the  public  officers. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        Henry  light. 


—  No.  10.— 

Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  the  Marquess  of  Nomumbt/  j         No.  10. 

dated  Governor's  Residence,  Demerara,  16  September  1839.  SaT^e^S* 

t*   -i     ^     1  •     3  r^  Normanby, 

At  the  ensuing  session  of  the  Combmed  Court,  several  topics  of  very  great  importance  16  Sept.  1839, 

must  necessarily  come  under  consideration.  — ^_. 

I  allude  particularly  to  the  continuance  of  a  civil  list,  to  the  proposed  loan  to  encourae^e 
emigration,  and  to  other  financial  questions  affecting  the  stability  of  those  institutions,  civil 
and  judicial,  which  appear  to  me  requisite  to  the  development  of  the  immense  capabiUties 
of  this  colony,  and  not  less  necessary  to  preserve  even  the  present  extent  of  prosperity  we 
aijoy. 

It  is  not  from  any  undue  estimate  of  the  magnitude  of  the  points  which  have  soon 
to  be  discussed,  nor  is  it  from  any  exaggerated  mistrust  of  the  temper  in  which  they 
vrin  be  approached,  or  of  the  principles  on  which  they  will  be  decided  by  the  combined 
court,  that  I  have  resolved  upon  confiding  this  despatch  to  the  government  secretary,  for  the 
purpose  of  laying  it  before  your  Lordship,  and  after  such  further  explanation  as  may  seem 
necessary,  receiving  your  Lordship's  instructions. 

At  this  early  period  in  the  great  era  of  freedom,  it  is  most  desirable  that  a  perfect  under- 
standing should  be  had  of  the  views  and  instructions  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  upon  all 
important  subjects  of  unavoidable  debate  between  the  Executive  and  the  Colonial  Legisla- 
ture, especially  in  regard  to  those  financial  questions  which  proved,  when  they  were  formerly 
unsettled,  such  fruitful  sources  of  .protracted  excitement  and  discontent. 

For  these,  and  other  reasons  which  will  be  apparent  in  the  course  of  this  despatch,  I  have 
profited  by  the  alacrity  which  Mr.  Young  has  always  evinced  in  the  public  service,  in  order 
ihat  I  may  furnish  so  full  and  speedy  a  communication  of  my  own  views,  as  to  enable  your 
Lordship's  instructions  to  reach  me  in  time  for  the  next  session  of  the  Combined  Court. 

As  the  general  state  of  the  colony,  and  of  the  public  business  at  this  season  of  the  year, 
does  not  present  any  obstacle  to  Mr.  Young's  brief  absence^  and  that  the  performance  of  his 
duties  will  be  provided  for,  without  rendering  it  necessary  to  apply  to  the  Legislature  to 
remunerate  his  locum  tenensj  I  am  sanguine  that  a  reference  to  him  on  the  spot  will  be  con- 
ducive both  to  your  Lordship's  convenience  and  my  own,  and  prove  a  furtherance  to  the 
pubUc  service. 

I  shall  now  respectfully  invite  your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  subject  of  the  civil  list. 

Reference  to  the  records  of  your  Lordship's  department  will  satisfy  you  that  this  point  proved, 

when  last  under  debate,  one  not  easily  or  speedily  settled ;  and  that  whilst  it  was  pending,  many 
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measures  of  the  utmost  importaAce  to  dielvel&re  off  the  p«o{^  at  lai^  wer^  ekber  ratafded 
or  ioefficiently  executed.  It  appears  to  me,  mordOTer,  that  the  settlement,  when  at  length 
it  was  effected,  was  neither  so  comprehensive  in  its  objects^  nor  so  soffieimt  in  mspect  to 
the  provision  made  (w  those  which  weee  induded  in  it,  as  it  should  ha^e  been,  irtien  due 
regard  is  had  to  the  value  of  the  rights  of  the  Crown,  which  then  fell  into  abeyance.  * 

As>  howetar,  no  present  advantage  can  be  gained  by  referring  to  die  detatb  of  the  civil 
list  about  to  expire,  I  proceed  to  obsarve,  that  the  amount  of  refvenue  wfaidi  would  accrue 
to  the  Crown  from  a  revival  of  the  taxes  formerly  levied  by  the  Governor  and  the  Court  of 
Policy,  (and  which  may  again  be  levied  by  the  same  anthority  on  and  after  the  'Slst  Decern^ 
ber  1840,)  for  the  maintenanee  of  the  civil  govemmemts,  together  with  a  resnmption  of  other 
droits  of  the  Crown,  would  be  very  unduly  estimated,  if  the  amount  of  the  present  civil  list 
was.  continued  to  be  received  as  their  equivalent  consideration. 

I  estimate  the  future  Crown  revenues  of  Demerara  and  Eesequibo  at  not  less  than 
24,900  L  and  as  not  likely  to  exceed  for  many  years  30,0002. 

The  finances  of  the  several  counties  will  be  rery  shortly  included  within  one  estimate 
but  I  confine  my  calculation  at  present  to  the  above  portion  of  the  Province,  because  the 
data  are  at  hand.    I  am  pretty  correct  in  estimating  the  Crown  revenues  at  Berbice  at  one*- 
third  of  the  above  amount. 

Demerara  and  Essequibo  have  hitherto  defrayed  three-fourths  of  the  amount  of  the  civil 
list,  and  Berbice  the  remaining  one-fourth.  The  proportion  borne  by  the  two  former 
amounts  to  14,694/.  IBs.  6d. 

It  is  obvious  then,  that  the  Crown  Revenues  which  may  be  called  into  existence  far  exceed 
the  amount  of  the  present  civil  list,  and  therefore  the  Crown  is  entitled  to  claim  an  increased 
consideration  for  them,  if  the  continued  abeyance  of  some,  and  the  payment  of  others  into 
the  Colonial  Treasury,  are  to  be  conceded  after  1840. 

Independently,  however,  of  the  actual  pecuniary  advantage  which  the  load  legislature 
appears  to  have  gained,  on  a  comparison  of  the  amount  of  the  civil  list  with  the  value  of  the 
revenue  relinquished,  there  hajsbeen  a  lai^e  accession  of  income  to  the  Cok>nial  Treasury 
from  sources  of  Crown  revenue  which  unexpectedly  became  productive  long  subsequently  4o 
the  transmission  to  England  of  the  civil  list,  which  is  now  in  fierce,  and  the  receipt  c^irhich 
revenues  certainly  formed  no  part  of  their  expected  advantages  when  the  negotiation  was  in 
progress.    I  allude  to  the  surplus  customs,  under  the  Act  Geo.  4,  c.  44,  s.  8. 

Having  thus  glanced  at  the  points  which  show  that  the  scheme  for  a  a^v  civil  list,  which 
I  had  the  honour  of  transmitting  in  my  despatch.  No.  121,  date  July  19th,  does  Hot 
exceed  in  amount  the  value  to  be  paid  for  it  by  Ihe  Crown,  I  must  also  remind  your  Lord- 
ship, that  the  ability  of  the  colony  to  defray  an  enlarged  civil  list  may  be  inferred  from  the 
increased  trade,  which  has  supplied  the  surplus  custom  duties  at  the  fiame  time  that  it  has 
rendered  the  import  duties  payable  to  the  colotfial  chest  so  very  productive,  that  they  iMwe 
invariably  exceeded  the  estimate  made  of  them  year  I^  year  since  the  civil  list  was  esta* 
blished. 

I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  it  is  most  advisable  for  the  public  service,  and  moist  in 
accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  inhabitants,  that  the  Grown  revenues  should  continue  to 
be  merged  into  one  common  treasury. 

Should,  however,  the  proposal  for  a  civil  list,  which  I  have  ferwarded  tn  my  before  men* 
tioned  despatch,  not  meet  with  your  Lordship's  approval,  and  that  the  one  which  may  ba 
substituted  by  your  L<»dship  should  in  its  turn  prove  unacceptable  to  the  combined  court, 
and  yet  be  accompanied  with  an  intimation  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  would  reject 
any  less  advantageoas  provision  for  the  maintenance  of  the  local  govemmAut,  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  predicting  that  the  Crown  revenues  coiUd  readily  and  efiectuallybe  ag«n 
called  into  existence  by  the  authority  of  the  Governor  and  Court  of  PoUcy,  as  was  formerly 
the  practice ;  and  that  a  firm  determination  on  the  part  of  the  local  executive  (deriving  the 
great  moral  weight  of  a  previous  sanction  on  the  part  of  your  Lordship)  to  resort  in  case  of 
necessity  to  this  course,  would  either  obviate  or  at  no  remote  period  altogether  remove  the 
intractabihty  of  the  Combined  Court. 

With  respect  to  an  import  duty  on  British  goods,  I  would  submit  for  your  Lordship's 
fitvourable  consideration,  that  on  the  satisfactory  settlement  of  a  new  civil  Ust,  tha  unfonced 
concession  of  such  a  boon  to  the  colony  would  be  gratefully  accepted,  and  .prove,  as  I 
think,  no  check  to  the  importation  of  merehandiie  from  the  mother  <^untry. 

It 
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'   It  is  but  reasonable  that  all  classes  should  contribute  iheir  quota  of  taxation  to  the  Gcivernor  Light 

common  treasury,  from  which,  for  the  benefit  of  all,  the  maintenance  of  the  civil  govern-  ^^  Marquess  of 

ment  is  derived;  and  I  am  strongly  of  opinion,  although  care  should  be  taken  to  keep  an  ig^^p".  J^Sao. 

ii:]tiport  duty  within  such  moderate  bounds  as  to  prevent  any  injurious  effect  on  importation,  ,     ■ 

there  can  be  no  species  of  tax  devised  which  would   be  so  easy  of  collection,  so  little 

vexatious  in  the  exaction,  and  fall  with  so  little   weight  on  the  recently  emancipated 

colonist,  as  die  duty  on  imports. 

The  expediency  as  well  as  the  justice  of  making  the  freed  man  feel  somewhat  more  of  the 
reasonable  burthens,  whilst  he  enjoys  the  advantages  of  his  new  position  in  society,  and 
thus  affording  a  stimulus  to  industry  consistent  with  perfect  liberty,  is  becoming  more  and 
Hiore  the  conviction  of  the  local  l^slature.  Either  such  a  tax  will  eventually  be  extorted 
from  Government,  and  come,  therefore,  with  a  worse  grace  than  if  it  were,  as  I  have  said,  an 
unforced  concession,  or  some  mode  of  raising  taxes  on  the  mass  of  the  population  will  be 
adopted  of  more  olijectionable  and  onerbus  kind. 

An  import  tax  exists  in  other  colonies  without  detriment  to  the  British  manufacturer ; 
ny  own  experience  induces  me  to  be  unapprehensive  of  any  effects  prejudicial  to  his  interests 
from  a  similar  impoit  in  Guiana.  At  Dominica,  British  imports  i^ontinued  to  a  twofold 
extent  during  the  existence  of  the  duty. 

Notwithstanding  a  diminution  of  crops,  there  is  no  symptom  of  diminished  or  diminishmg 
prosperity;  yet  a  feverish  anxiety  pervades  the  conmiunity  respecting  the  future,  and  Ihe 
views  of  Her  JVJajesty's  Government  respecting  emigration. 

In  my  despatch,  No.  46,  date  4th  September,  I  had  the  honour  of  pointing  out  to  your 
Lordship's  predecessor  the  probable  result  of  emancipation,  that  many  hands  would  be 
withdrawn  from  the  cultivation  of  the  staple  commodities ;  that  irregular  labour  would  be 
felt;  that  men  who  had  been  employed  at  the  pleasure  of  their  masters  in  the  field  or  in 
mechanical  labour  would  make  their  election  of  the  latter ;  that  many  of  the  women  would 
withdraw  partially  or  wholly  from  the  field,  and  that  consequently,  unless  emigrants  sup- 
pUed  their  places,  a  certain  portion  of  cultivation  would  cease.  Calculating  10,000  acres 
abandoned  ia  the  course  of  two  or  three  years,  and  that  each  acre  absorbs  capital  to  the 
amount  of  80  /.  sterUng,  the  profits  on  a  capital  of  800,000  /.  would  be  lost,  and  the  papital 
sunk.  I  am  not  at  all  disposed  to  believe  that  the  prosperity  (financial)  of  the  colony  is 
risked  by  such  loss  in  agriculture ;  yet  it  is  my  duty  to  endeavour  to  preserve  that  capital, 
and  by  increasing  the  prosperity  of  the  colony,  procure  for  the  mother  country  the  full 
amount  of  all  the  advantages  to  be  derived  firom  British  Guiana,  while  urging  the  necessity 
of  giving  greater  development  to  its  resources. 

With  an  influx  of  population  sufficient  to  replace  those  who  have  abandoned  the  field, 
60,000  hogsheads  of  sugar  will  annually  be  made ;  without  it,  the  return  will  be  about 
40,000  hogsheads.  With  an  influx  of  population,  which  will  enable  capitalists  to  reclaim 
the. states  abandoned  in  former  days,  British  Guiana  may  si^pply  all  the  wants  of  Grei^t 
Britain,  and  compete  against  the  now  dreaded  introduction  of  foreign  sugars.  With  au 
unlimited  population  it  might  be  an  empire. 

Various  plans  have  been  adopted  by  individuals  to  obtain  additional  labourers ;  the  late 
emigration  ordinance  abolishes  all  indentures,  enables  every  emigrant  to  reap  the  fruits  of 
his  industry  the  moment  he  lands,  and,  if  from  those  climates  assimilating  with  this,  he  has 
little  to  fear  from  sickness. 

So  many  obstacles  have  been  thrown  in  the  way  of  emigration  from  the  islands  since 
the  1st  August  1838,  the  many  exaggerated  reports  of  the  sickness,  inconveniences  expe^ 
nenced,  and  ill  treatment  received  in  this  colony,  have  prevented  any  great  influx  from  the 
islands.  The  colonists  therefore  have  taken  the  alarm,  are  impatient,  and  look  to  the 
executive  as  their  mediator  with  Her  Majesty's  Government.  In  suspense  whether  emi-r 
gration  will  be  countenanced  or  discouraged  at  home,  they  are  disposed  to  accuse  the 
executive  of  indifference  to  their  interests.  Of  this  my  public  despatches  will  acquit  me, 
although  I  have  opposed  burthening  the  colony  with  a  debt,  when  all  the  benefits  of  emi- 
gration may  be  derived  from  an  annual  grant. 

Three  places  are  named  in  the  ordinance  regulating  the  introduction  of  emigrants,  whence 
it  was  proposed  to  procure  labourers. 

As  no  further  progress  could  be  made  till  Her  Majesty's  pleasure  was  known,  the  assump- 
tion, of  points  of  emigration  was-  of  httle  consequence;  1  therefore  allo\\ed  them  to  be 
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introduced  in  the  ordinance.  I  regret  that  the  transactions  at  BeUe  Vue,  and  tke  other 
estate  where  Coolies  were  located^  seem  to  throw  further  obstacles  to  their  introduction. 
They  are  well  calculated  for  this  climate.  I  have  no  doubt  that  my  despatches  to  your 
Lordship  will  relieve  this  colony  from  the  odium  which  its  enemies  have  endeavoured  to 
assume  should  be  attached  to  all  because  individuals  have  erred. 

Yet  there  are  other  modes  of  procuring  labourers.  I  have  pointed  out  the  advantage  of 
transferring  the  cargoes  of  captured  Africans  to  this  colony,  and  respectfully  refer  yo«r 
Lordship  to  my  despatch  on  that  subject. 

There  are  at  this  moment  40,000  liberated  slaves  in  the  United  States ;  the  society  fop 
Wi^rring  them  to  liberia  find  it  difficult  to  induce  these  persons  to  accept  their  offers  * 
this  at  once  presents  a  legitimate  source  whence  labourers  might  be  obtained ;  pei»ons  who^ 
would  refuse  to  return  to  Africa  might  not  object  to  emigrate  to  a  British  colony  where 
there  is  no  distinction  of  colour  or  caste. 

I  ought  not  to  conceal  from  your  Lordship  that  a  proposal  was  made  to  mje  a  few  daya 
ago  by  a  merchant  here,  a  native  of  St.  Thomas,  to  bring  7,000  free  negroes  of  both  sexes 
to  this  colony,  if  I  would  guarantee  the  payment  of  60  dollars  for  aU  above  12  years  old 
and  30  for  those  under  that  age.  He  would  undertake  their  being  provided  with  passports 
from  the  country  whence  they  came ;  that  the  vessels  should  be  chartered  and  proviaiimed 
according  to  Act  of  Parliament,  and  furnished  with  consular  papers.  I  did  not  encourage 
the  proposal,  as  the  place  whence  they  were  to  come  was  withheld  from  me,  and  having 
been  cautioned  by  your  Lordship's  predecessor  against  any  interference  with  the  Liberian 
Society.  I  assumed  the  probability  of  this  offer  being  connected  with  parties  in  the 
United  States. 

Having  thus  nearly  brought  my  despatch  to  a  conclusion,  the  importance  of  the  subjects 
of  which  it  treats  being  my  excuse  for  its  length ;  I  shall  terminate  by  reiterating  the 
necessity  for  preserving  a  well  paid  stipendiary  magistracy,  for  fixing  the  official  salaries  at 
a  higher  rate  than  they  are  at  present,  for  upholding  the  office  of  sheriffs  for  the  counties, 
and  for  retaining  the  services  of  the  superintendents  of  rivers  and  creeks. 

To  these  and  all  other  arrangements  your  Lordship  may  think  advisable,  th^e  will  be 
Uttle  opposition>  if  Her  Majesty's  Government  show  they  are  disposed  to  concede  soma 
reasonable  advantages  to  the  colonists. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        Henry  Light. 


No.  11.— 
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(No.  153-) 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  the  Marquess  o(  Normanby • 

Gbvemor's  Residence,  Demerara, 
My  Lord,  18  S^tember  1839. 

In  reference  to  my  despatch,  No.  96,  date  13th  June,  relative  to  the  petition  of  the 
inhabitants  for  the  abolition  of  the  college  of  electors,  I  venture  to  express  my  earnest  hope 
that  Mr.  Young,  on  his  return,  may  be  the  bearer  of  an  Order  in  Council  fbs^  that  puipose* 

Should  your  Lordship  adopt  this  measure,  which  will  be  a  boon  to  the  inhabitants,  by 
admitting  them  to  elect  their  representatives  in  the  Legislature,  I  hope  at  the  same  tine 
to  receive  your  Lordship's  instructi(ms  to  dissolve  the  present  Court  of  Policy,  and  call  on 
the  constituencies  to  exercise  their  franchise  in  the  election  of  the  unofficial  members  of 
this  court 

This  course  wiU  be  expedient  in  reference  to  the  financial  representatives  also,  should  tiie 
whole  of  the  plan  for  reforming  the  local  legislature  which  I  have  suggested,  be  adopted^ 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)        Henry  Light. 
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—  No.  12.~ 
(No.  159.) 

Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  the  Marquess  of  Nbrmanby.         No.  13. 

Governor  Light 
GovetncMr'B  Residence,  Demerar%      to  Marquesrof 

My  Lord,  8  October  1SB9.  SoTAs^g. 

Ik  dubmitting  to  your  Lordship  my  proposal  of  a  civil  list,  I  omitted  drawing  your  Lord-  ■ 

ship's  attention  to  provision  for  the  archdeacon,  who  now  only  receives  t  small  salaiy  fix>m' 
the  fimds  at  the  disposal  of  the  bishop  of  the  diocese. 

TTie  present  Archdeacon  Austin  has  undertaken  his  office  from  diMnterested  tnotives, 
for  the  advancement  of  the  religious  interests  of  the  Episcopalian  Chni^h  in  this  (Colony, 
which  certainly  has  been  here  as  truly  missionary  as  doctrinal,  spt^eading  Christianity- 
and  instruction  throughout  the  province;  its  numerous  schools,  chapels,  and  disciples 
being  in  far  greater  proportion  than  those  of  any  other  church,  regular  or  sectarian.  Her 
Majesty's  Government  having  approved  of  the  appointment  of  an  archdeacon,  some  nieails 
inust  be  found  for  securing  Mr.  Austin's  successor  a  competent  salary. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Henry  Light. 


—  No.  13.  — 
(No.  170.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  the  Marquess  of  Normanbt/.  No.  13. 

n  >    Ti     -J  TV  Governor  Light 

iiovemor  s  Kesidence,  Demerara,       to  Marquess  of 

My  Lord,  16  October  1889.  Nonnanby, 

I  HAYB  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  despatch.  No.  72,   ^5Gctdberi839. 
date  16th  August,  on  which  I  am  mduced  to  make  some  observations. 

Tour  Lordship-  vrell  observes  that  tiie  constitution  of  British  Guiana  has  gradually  but 
widely  departed,  in  practice,  from  that  exkting  at  the  cesiHon  of  the  colony  to  ih% 
Crown. 

This  departure  may  be  dated  from  the  establishment  of  the  civil  list,  when  the  financial 
representatives  were  allowed  to  discuss  the  items  of  the  estimate,  and  strike  off  at  pleasure, 
which  power  ihey  have  endeavoured  to  increase  yearly ;  and  amongst  other  unjustifiable 
modes  of  showing  their  power,  they  render  tiie  salaries  of  officials,  not  under  the  civil  list, 
uncertain,  by  using  their  discretion  whether  they  shall  remain  as  originally  fixed  by  the 
Court  of  PoUcy,  and  agreed  to  by  a  previous  session  of  the  Combined  Court ;  this  was  par- 
ticiibtrly  marked  in  the  last  Combined  Court,  not  only  wantonly  but  unjustiy.  I  should 
suggest  that  a  salary  once  fixed,  should  not  be  reduced  except  by  tiie  Court  of  PoUcy,  in 
which  the  Governor's  discretion  may  be  paramount. 

Amongst  other  powers  assumed  by  the  Combined  Court,  is  the  selection  of  a  finance 
committee,  in  which  there  is  no  official  member ;  they  meet  at  certain  periods,  or  rather 
uncertain  periods,  to  pass  accounts  and  authorise  warrants  for  the  payment  of  salaries  not 
on  the  civil  list.  I  submit  that  all  such  annual  salaries  should  not  be  subject  to  the  delay 
oecaflioned  by  the  hitherto  necessary  fiat  of  the  finance  committee,  but  be  paid  by  the 
mere  reseipt  of  the  party  entitled  to  salary,  under  the  usual  warrant 

Penons  are  often  kept  out  of  their  due  for  six  weeks  or  two  months  from  the  irregular 
itteetii^  of  the  finance  coimiiittee4  The  salaries  due  to  the  clergy  and  other  public  ser- 
vants of  Berbiee,  on  the  1st  July  last,  were  not  paid  till  the  latter  end  of  last  month. . 

I  have  shown  your  Lordship  the  mockery  of  the  discussion  in  the  Combined  Court,  of 
the  estimates  framed  by  the  Court  of  Policy,  every  item  is  voted  seriatim;  but  the  rejection 
or  approval  is  fixed  by  the  non-officials  and  financial  representatives  out  of  court. 

The  surplus  funds  in  the  treasury  ought  to  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  Governor  and  Court 
of  Policy.  1  have  had  the  honour  of  drawing  your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  case  of 
some  exigency,  requiring  immediate  application  of  funds ;  it  is  rendered  null,  because  the 
combiiied  court  may  not  have  consented,  though  there  may  be,  as  at  present  is  the  case, 
40,0002.  or  50,000/.  at  eonmiand. 

Your  Lordship  seemcF  to  have  understood  an  intenticm  on  my  part  to  bring  in  an  ordi- 
404.  H  2  nance 


Digitized  by 


Google 


56 


CORRESPONDENCE  RELATIVE  TO 


No.  13. 

Governor  Light 
to  Marquees  of 
Normandy, 
15  October  1839. 


nance  respecting  the  College  of  Keizers.  No  ordinance  has  been  introduced,  nor  did  I 
contemplate  it,  knowing  that  any  alteration  in  the  constitution  was  vested  peculiarly  in  the 
Crown.  I  cannot,  however,  urge  too  strongly  the  dissolution  of  that  body  of  electors,  and 
most  stringent  regulations  for  the  financial  representatives. 

Upon  the  dissolution  of  the  college  of  electors,  the  non-official  members  of  the  Court  d 
Policy  should  have  to  submit  to  a  new  election,  particularly  if  my  proposal  of  making  the 
election  local  instead  of  general  be  considered  favourably,  the  financial  representatives  of 
course  sharing  the  same  fate* 

The  aim  of  the  leaders  of  the  party  who  have  opposed  all  governments  and  all  governors, 
is  to  take  everything  out  of  the  hands  of  the  executive ;  they  affect  a  desire  for  popular 
government,  i.  e.  a  Council  and  House  of  Assembly.  This  colony  is  totally  unfit  for  such 
a  constitution.  Georgetown  may  be  supposed  to  contain  the  greatest  portion  of  intelli- 
gence in  the  commumty.  Sir  Carmichael  Smyth  instituted  a  mayor  and  town  council  •  it 
is  a  complete  failure ;  they  requested  to  be  relieved  from  part  of  their  municipal  functions 
or  be  paid  for  them,  which  caused  my  estabUshment  of  a  sitting  pohce  magistrate,  and  are 
now  struggling  to  usurp  powers  which  are  expressly,  by  ordinance,  out  of  their  province. 
Had  I  not  full  conviction  that  the  power  sought  for  by  the  opposing  party  here  would  be 
turned  against  the  mass,  I  am  the  last  man  to  refuse  giving  it  my  cordial  support.  I  con- 
sider the  official  members  alone  the  representatives  of  the  people. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        Henry  lAghu 


(No.  52.) 


—  No.  14. 


No.  14. 
Lord  J.  Russell  to 
Governor  Light, 
10  February  1840, 


Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  John  Russell  to  Goveraor  Light. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  10  February  1840.     . 

I  Have  had  under  my  consideration,  First,  your  despatch,  No.  3,  of  the  30tb 
June  1838,  with  a  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Berbice,  praying  for  the  division, 
of  the  colony  under  your  government  into  electoral  districts  and  for  the  abolition 
of  the  College  of  electors  ;  jour  despatch,  No.  10,  of  the  i6lh  July  1838,  with  a 
memorial  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony  at  large  upon  the  same  subject ;  your 
despatch  of  the  13th  June  1839,  reporting  that  the  Court  of  Policy  and  the 
College  of  electors  declined  the  reference  which  Lord  Glenelg  had  proposed  to 
make  to  them  for  their  opinions  on  these  questions,  and  recommending,  together 
with  the  abolition  of  the  college  of  electors,  the  lowering  of  the  elective  franchise, 
the  adoption  of  certain  electoral  divisions,  and  some  other  changes  in  the  system 
of  government ;  and  your  despatch,  No.  153,  of  the  18th  September  last,  further  on 
some  of  the  same  subjects: — And  Secondly,  your  despatch.  No.  122,  of  the  30th 
July ;  your  despatch,  private  and  separate,  of  the  31st  July ;  your  despatch,  private^ 
of  the  16th  September,  and  your  despatch.  No.  159,  of  the  8th  October,  alt  on  sub- 
jects connected  with  the  expiration  of  the  existing  civil  list  arrangement  on  the 
31st  December  1840,  and  the  measures  necessary  to  be  adopted  in  consequence. 
1  have  also  availed  myself  of  the  explanations  which  have  been  submitted  to  me, 
with  your  sanction,  by  Mr.  Voung,  the  government  secretary,  on  these  subjects. 

In  considering  the  scheme  of  the  civil  list,  which  you  have  brought  before  me  in 
your  despatch  No.  122,  of  the  30th  July  last,  I  have  caused  a  comparison  to  be 
made  between  the  salaries  therein  proposed  and  those  attached  to  the  respective 
offices  or  given  for  like  services,  1st,  at  the  present  time,  and  secondly,  in  the 
year  1831,  before  the  reductions  were  made  in  them  whicli  brought  them  to  their 
existing  scale.  I  enclose  a  tabular  statement  exhibiting  this  comparison,  so  far  as 
the  changes  in  the  functions  of  the  officers  and  the  consolidation  of  provinces 
and  offices  will  admit.  And  I  find  that  although  the  proposed  much  exceed  the 
present  salaries  in  some  instances,  yet  they  hardly  ever  exceed  the  amount  of 
salary  formerly  given.  The  question  for  my  consideration  is,  therefore,  whether 
the  large  and  sudden  reductions  which  were  made  some  years  ago  in  these  salaries 
are  to  be  regarded  as  having  been  forced  upon  the  Government  by  circumstances 
and  by  tiie  want  of  adequate  means  for  continuing  the  old  salaries,  or  whether, 
on  the  other  hand,  they  are  to  be  regarded  as  representing  the  fair  estimate  formed, 
by  the  Government  of  the  amount  of  emolument  which  it  was  expedient  should  be 
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attached  to  the  offices,   as  the  sufficient  remuneration  for  the  duties.     For.  it         JjJo.  14I 
appears  that  owing  to  the  increase  which  has  taken  place  in  the  customs  revenue.  Lord  J.  Russell  to 
and  especially  with  the  aid  of  a  moderate  import  duty  on  British  goods  which  I  Governor  Light, 
have  already  apprised  yon  is  to  be  allowed,  the  means  are  no  longer  wanting  to  *^  February  1840^ 
give  the  same  salaries  as  were  formerly  liiven.  ' 

OA  this  question,  after  giving  it  all  due  attention,  and  adverting  especially  to 
your  separate  despatch  of  the  31st  July,  in  which  you  compare  the  prices  of  the 
necessaries  of  life  and  of  other  articles  in  British  Guiana  with  those  of  the  same^ 
articles  in  other  colonies,  I  see  no  reason  to  dissent  from  the  conclusion  to  ^rhich' 
you  have  come,  that  the  salaries  at  present  attached  to  the  principal  offices  in 
British  Guiana  are  inadequate,  and  that  looking  to  the  extent  and  importance  of 
the  colony,  and  of  the  busfiness  transacted  by  the  public  servants  employed  in  it, 
and  having  regard  also  to  the  dearness  of  living,  and  to  the  extent  of  the  resources 
of  the  colony  tlie  salaries  which  you  have  proposed  are  no  more  than  it  may  be. 
for  the  advantage  of  the  public  service  to  grant. 

With  respect  to  the  item  for  salaries  of  stipendiary  magistrates,  it  is  quite 
necessary  that  it  should  be  placed  on  the  civil  list ;  but  you  will  be  at  liberty  to 
assure  the  Combined  Court  that  the  money  will  not  be  called  for  so  long  as  the 
charge  for  maintaining  the  stipendiary  magistracy  in  the  West  Indies  generally 
shall  continue  to  be  borne  by  this  country.  No  difference  will  be  made  in  this 
respect  between  British  Guiana  and  the  other  colonies. 

You  have  omitted,  in  your  scheme  of  a  civil  list,  to  make  provision  for  the 
payment  of  certain  pensions  which  have  been  guaranteed  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government  to  parties  who  formerly  held  offices  in  the  colony.  The  claims  of 
these  parties  have  been  so  fully  discussed  by  Lords  Ripon  and  Aberdeen,  in  their 
correspondence  with  Sir  Carmichael  Smyth  and  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  that  it  is  unne- 
cessary for  me  to  say  more  than  that  they  ought  not  to  be  overlooked  by  the 
authorities  who  are  to  act  in  the  interest  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  on  this 
occasion.  An  insufficient  sum  was  included  in  the  civil  list  negotiated  by  Sir  L. 
Smith  to  meet  those  claims,  and  the  necessity  of  makino  up  the  deficiency  as  the 
pensions  fell  due,  from,  the  only  monies  disposable  for  the  service  of  the  colony  by 
the  authority  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  during  the  currency  of  the  civil  list,  has 
been  the  cause  why  the  relief  grant  has  been  hitherto  withheld,  except  in  so  far  as 
it  has  been  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  colony,  and  to  these 
charges.  .        ^* 

T^e  pensions  of  Mr.  Sul^van,  Mr.  Farr,  Mr.  Hallam,  and  Mr.  Innes,  amounting  Mr. Sullivan,  1,000 
together  to  3,380  /.,  are  now  all  that  remain  to  be  provided  for,  and  the  requisite  Mr  Hdlam'  ^*?oo 
provision  must  be  included  in  the  new  civil  list.  Mr*  Ioq^  \    53^ 

With  respect  to  superannuation  allowances  for  officers  who  may  be  hereafter 
superannuated  in  the  service  of  the  colony,  it  will  be  highly  desirable  either  that  ^*^ 

adequate  provision  should  be  made  for  the  grant  of  such  allowances  on  the 
scale  and  conditions  prescribed  in  the  British  Superannuation  Act  (of  which 
I  enclose  a  copy),  or  that  the  salaries  should,  be  such  as  to  admit  of  deductions  to 
form  an  adequate  superannuation  fund.  Universal  experience  has  shown  that  the 
public  service  will  not  be  efficiently  conducted  when  the  Government  has  no  means 
of  enforcing  the  retirement  of  infirm  public  servants  without  ruin  to  their  fortunes. 
This  consideration  is  of  such  importance  in  the  case  of  the  judges,  that  the  power 
of  granting  retiring  pensions  to  them,  after  long  service,  must  be  regarded  as  indis- 
pensable. With  this  view  more  especially,  it  must  be  required  that  the  sum  of 
3.380  Z.,  the  amount  of  pensions  now  payable,  shall  be  a  permanent  item,  from 
which,  as  vacancies  might  occur  on  the  pension  list,  the  judges  should  be  entitled, 
antecedently  to  all  other  public  servants,  to  claim  retiring  allowances  under  the 
conditions  of  the  British  Superannuation  Act. 

These  provisions  being  duly  set  forth  in  your  scheme  of  a  civil  list,  I  have  to 
convey  to  you  my  authority  for  submitting  it  to  the  Court  of  Policy,  and  for  stating 
to  that  body  that  should  they  concur  in  the  propriety  of  establishing  for  Her 
Majesty's  life,  or  for  a  term  of  not  less  than  21  years,  such  a  civil  list  as  you 
might  consider  yourself,  under  the  instructions  now  conveyed  to  you,  authorized 
to  accept,  then  Her  Majesty  will  be  prepared  to  issue  an  Order  in  Council  con- 
tinuing to  the  Combined  Court  during  Her  life,  or  for  such  period  as  the  civil 
list  arrangement  shall  continue  in  effective  operation,  the:  function  of  controlling 
subject  to  the  conditions  of  that  arrangement,  the  general  amount  of  the  revenue 
to  be  raised  in  the  colony,  and  the  appropriation  of  it. 

404.  H  3  Should 
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No.  lit.  Should  the  Court  of  Policy  refuse  to  concur  in  the  establishment  of  a  civil  list 

Lnr*  J.  Russell  ta    upon  these  terms,  the  course  which  Her  Majesty's  Government  will  pursue  will  be 

Governor  Ligbt,      that  which  was  contemplated  in  the  despatch,  No.  28,  addressed  by  the  Earl  of 

10  February  1840,  Aberdeen  to  Lieut-general  Sir  Lionel  Smith  on  the   1st  March  1835,  with  the 

addition  (as  I  have  already  intimated)  of  a  measure  for  lowering  the  franchise 

very  considerably. 

With  these  observations,  I  trust  this  important  matter  to  your  skill  and  judg- 
nfnt,  and  am  happy  to  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  so  able  and  experienced  an 

officer. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)        J.  Russell. 


Tabular  Statement  of  Salaries  as  now  existing,  as  proposed,  and  as  they  existed  pre- 
viously to  the  Union  of  Berbice  with  Demerara  and  Essequibo  in  1831. 
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Chief  Justice 
1st  Puisne  Judge 
2d  ditto      - 
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Government    Se* 

eretary. 
Assistant  ditto     - 
Clerks,  stationery, 

&c. 


Attorney-general  - 

Solicitor-general  - 

High  Sheriff 

Clerk 

Sheriff  of  Berbice 

Sheriff   of   Esse- 
quibo. 


Three  Superinten- 
dents of  Rivera 
and  Creeks^ 

Educational  and 
Ecclesiastical. 


AT  PRESENT. 


3,600 


2,000 

1,250 

1,250 

600 


1,200 


FORMERLY. 


£. 
6,000 


3,000 

1,500 

1,000 

600 

1,400 


PROPOSED. 


£. 
6,000 


3,000 

2,000 

2,000 

600 

2,000 


REMARKS. 


-  -  The  Court  of  Pcrficy 
proposed  last  year  to  add 
1,000/.  to  the  salary, 
500  /.  for  table-money, 
and  300  /.  for  a  residence, 
5,300 1 

-  -  Tbeinade<iuacy  oftbe 
judicial  salaries  has  been 
admitted  by  the  Court  of 
Policy. 


-  -  The  present  and  for- 
mer   emoluments     here 
500        I  500  1,000  stated  have  reference  to 

450        I  450  600  Demerara,  exclusively  of 

Berbice.  Previously  to 
the  union  of  Berbice  with  Demerara  the  Assistant  Secretary  of 
Berbice  had  a  salary  or  fees  amounting  to  1,000  /.  per  amium, 
and  his  clerk  had  300  /.  Thus  previously  to  the  union  the  total 
expense  of  the  Government  Secretary's  office  may  be  estimated  at 
3,650  /.  That  now  proposed  is  a  restoration  to  what  it  was  at  a 
time  when  the  duties  were  not  so  laborious  or  important  as  they  are 
at  present. 

1,500 


1,000 
nil 
1,250 


300 


800 


500 


1,800 


1,350 


700 


1,250 


300 


800 


1,034 


non-existent 


500 


1,250 


300 


1,200 
IfiOO 


1,800 


-  -  The  duties  of  these 
officers  include  the  func- 
tions of  the  former  Fiscals, 
and  of  the  Crown  Advo- 
cate. 

The  first  Fiscal     £. 
received    -    -    2,600 

Second  ditto      -    1,250 

Third  ditto    -    -       800 

Crown  Advocate^ 
salary  and  fees       700 

£.5,350 

The  proposed  es- 

tabUsament    -   5,850 

--  These  salaries  are  now 
borne  on  the  annual  esti- 
mates. 


1,150        I       1,150  1,150  -  -  The  expenditure  under 

this  head  was  formerly 
made  from  die  funds  of  the  Sovereign's  chest,  in  aid  of  allow- 
ances for  the  same  purposes  from  the  Colonial  chest.  This 
amount  is  borne  on  the  present  Civil  List. 
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OFFICE. 


Ten     Stipendiary 
Magistrates^ 
80ol.  each. 


PensioiiB 


Contingencies 


AT  PRESENT. 


FORMERLY. 


£. 

nU 


of  the 


nil 


PROPOSED. 


£. 

8^000 


stipendiary  niagistracy 


REMARKS. 


should  cease  to  be  defrayed  from  home  funds. 


-  -  This  vote  would  not 
be  acted  on  by  the  Go-^ 
yemment,  unless  the  cost 
elsewhere  in  the  West  Indies 


2,012  18  -) 


2,400 


3,380  I  -  -  The  balance  of  the 
I  relief  grant  remaining  on 
the  8ist  December  1840  will  be  paia  into  the  Colonial  chest  on 
the  necessary  provision  for  this  item  being  made  in  the  Civil 
list  ordinance. 
The  balance  will  be  £.  12,782.  165.'  6  Jrf. 


Surplus 
of  the  Sove- 
reign's chest 
at  Demerara 
and  Berbice. 


2,850 


No.  14. 

LordJ.  ttossellio* 
Governor  Ligbt 
10  Febmary  1840. 


—  No.  16.  — 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  John  Russell  to  Governor  Light. 

Sir,  Downiiig-street,  10  February  1840. 

In  my  Despatch  (No.  52)  of  this  date,  I  have  authorised  you  to  propose  to  the 
Court  of  Policy  the  scheme  of  a  Civil  List  which  you  have  considered  to  be  adapted 
to  the  circumstances  and  prospects  of  the  colony  and  the  exigencies  of  the  public 
service,  and  I  trust  that  the  court  will  concur  with  me  in  thinking  that  a  tpore 
liberal  remuneration  for  public  services  than  that  now  given  will  be  conducive  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  colony. 

But  as  I  should  be  unwilling  to  insist  upon  any  large  increase  of  salaries  where 
tlie  necessity  for  it  is  not  acknowledged  by  the  Court  of  Policy,  and  the  service 
has  been  conducted  for  some  years  without  it,  I  have  to  instruct  you  (unless  in 
cases  where  you  shall  think  it  highly  inexpedient  to  do  so)  to  admit  some  reduction 
of  salaries  from  the  proposed  amount^  always  provided  that  none  are  reduced 
below  their  existing  rate.  With  respect  to  your  own  salary,  however,  as  it  would 
not  be  proper  that  you  should  negotiate  with  the  Court  of  Policy  respecting  it, 
you  will  consider  the  item  of  6,000  /.  as  6xed,  and  not  open  to  discussion. 

I  have,  &c., 
(signed)        /.  Russell. 


No.  15. 

Lord  J.  Russell  to 
Governor  Ijight, 
10  February  1840 


—  No.  16.— 

(No.  53-) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  John  Russell  to  Governor  Light. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  11  February  1840. 

In  addressing  to  you  my  despatch  (No.  52)  of  yesterday's  date,  on  the  subject 
of  the  Civil  List,  I  reserved  for  another  despatch  divers  topics,  and  especially  those 
connected  with  the  method  of  proceeding  proper  to  be  observed  in  the  Court  of 
Policy  and  Combined  Court,  in  matters  of  financial  legislation,  which  you  had 
brou^t  to  my  notice  in  some  of  the  despatches  to  which  I  was  then  replying.  I 
proceed  now  to  these  topics. 

1.  I  entirely  adopt  the  views  which  dictated  the  Instruction  (No.  72.)  addressed 
to  you  by  Lord  Normanby,  on  the  1 6th  August  last,  to  the  effect  that  all  money 
votes  should  originate  with  the  Governor.  In  this  country  it  is  only  by  those  acting 
on  behalf  of  the  Crown  that  any  such  vote  can  be  proposed  in  the  House  of  Com- 

404.  H  4  mons. 
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Lord  J.  Russell  to 
Governor  Light, 
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No.  16. 

Lotd  J.  Russell  to  " 
Governor  Light> 
11  February  1840. 


mons.  The  estimates  should  be  framed  by  the  Governor,  and  when  introduced 
into  the  Court  of  Policy  or  the  Combined  Court,  it  should  not  be  competent  to 
any  person  except  the  Governor  to  move  that  any  addition  should  be  made  to  the 
estimated  expenditure*  ^ 

2.  With  respect  to  the  suggestion  in  your  despatch  (No.  170)  of  the  15th 
October  last,  that  a  salary  once  fixed,  although  not  under  the  Civil  List,  should  be 
liable  to  reduction  by  the  Court  of  Policy  only,  not  by  the  Combined  Court,  I 
think  it  very  desirable  that  such  a  regulation  should  be*  established,  if  you  can 
procure  the  consent  of  these  bodies  to  it ;  but  otherwise  I  think  it  must  not  be 
insisted  on. 

3.  With  reference  to  the  succeeding  portion  of  the  same  despatch,  it  appears 
to  me  to  be  inconvenient  and  wholly  unnecessary  that  the  sanction  of  a  finance 
committee  of  either  court  should  be  obtained  for  the  payment  of  money  for  which 
the  requisite  votes  have  already  passed.  The  warrant  of  the  Governor,  issued  in 
conformity  with  those  votes,  must  be  considered  as  the  adequate  authority  for  the 
payments. 

4»  I  apprehend  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the  Combined 
Court  to  their  exclusion,  as  proposed  by  you  in  the  same  despatch,  from  a  voice 
in  the  disposal  of  surplus  revenue. 

5.  With  reference  to  the  account  given  in  your  despatch  (No.  96)  of  the  I3tb 
June  last,  of  the  manner  in  which  the  estimates  are  examined  and  discussed,  it  is 
of  course  impossible  to  prevent  any  party  in  the  Combined  Court  from  concerting 
out  of  doors  the  course  which  they  will  take.  But  so  far  as  respects  any  official 
and  recognized  discussion,  it  will  be  proper  to  insist  that  it  should  take  place,  as 
recommended  by  you,  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  court,  excepting  only  the 
Governor. 

6.  It  will  be  proper  to  require  that  the  committee  of  the  Court  of  Policy  which 
is  appointed  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  accounts,  should  consist  indifierentlv 
of  official  as  well  as  of  unofficial  members,  and  that  two  official  members  should 
always  be  upon  it. 

7.  I  concur  in  the  opinion  expressed  in  your  despatch  (No.  122)  of  the  30th 
July  last,  to  the  effect  that  it  is  most  expedient  for  the  public  service  that  tlie 
functions  of  Government  Secretary  and  Secretary  to  the  Court  of  Policy  should  be 
discharged  by  the  same  person  as  at  present,  and  should  therefore  be  united  in 
one  office. 

8.  With  reference  to  your  despatch  (No.  159)  of  the  8th  October  last,  I  trust 
that  the  Bishop  of  Barbadoes  will  be  able  to  provide  at  a  future  time  for  the 
stipend  of  the  archdeacon  of  British  Guiana,  in  the  manner  which  was  contem- 
plated at  the  period  of  his  appointment;  and  Mr.  Archdeacon  Austin  accepted  the 
office  on  the  understanding  that  it  could  not  be  fully  provided  for  until  that 
arrangement  could  be  carried  into  effect.  If  any  salary  for  an  archdeacon  is  pro- 
posed to  the  Court  of  Policy,  it  must  not  be  more  than  500/.  at  the  utmost,  and 
the  item  must  not  be  pressed  if  they  should  be  unwilling  to  vote  it.  You  will  be 
the  best  judge  whether  to  propose  such  a  vote  at  all. 

9.  I  regret  that  I  cannot,  as  proposed  in  your  despatch  (private)  of  the  1 6th 
September,  defray  the  cost  of  building  a  Government-house  out  of  the  relief 
grant.  The  principle  which  Her  Majesty's  Government  has  adopted  in  respect  to 
that  money  is,  to  pay  nothing  out  of  it  but  what  they  regarded  as  debts  of  tiie 
colony,  reserving  the  residue  to  be  appropriated  by  the  local  authorities.  If  those 
authorities  should  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  pensions  due  from  the  colonial 
revenue,  the  relief  grant  will  become,  as  I  have  stated  in  my  other  despatch, 
subject  to  their  appropriation.  If  they  should  see  fit  to  provide  out  of  it  for  the 
erection  of  a  Government-house>  1  shall  be  happy  to  sanction  so  proper  a 
measure. 

I  enclose,  for  your  information,  an  account  of  the  payments  which  the  colonial 
^gent  has  made  out  of  this  fqnd. 

1  have,  &c. 

(signed)        J.  RusseU. 
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—  No.  17.— 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  EusselL 

Government  House,  Demerara, 
My  Lord,  16  April  1840.  I^p.  ly^ 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  delayed  any  correspondence  with  your  Lordship  Governor  Ught  to 
on  the  new  civil  list  which  I  have  been  authorized  to  propose  to  the  Court  of  LoJ^cl  John  RugBell, 
Policy  and  Combined  Court,  till  something  decisive  could  be  related ;  but  find-  *®  ^P"^  **^^* 
ing  a  rumour  abroad  here  that  Lord  Stanley  had  moved  for  the  production  of  "^ 

papers  connected  with  this  proposal  and  a  copy  of  the  emigration  ordinance  to 
be  enacted  here,  I  think  it  right  to  state  to  your  Lordship  what  progress  has 
been  made  in  these  important  affairs. 

In  the  first  place,  there  has  been  very  little  opposition  in  the  Court  of  Policy 
to  the  amount  of  the  civil  list;  the  only  objections  have  been  to  the  duration  to 
the  superannuation  fiind,  and  to  one  or  two  minor  demands,  a  pretence  set  up 
against  security  not  being  given  that  the  import  duty  shall  not  be  disallowed  in 
a  few  years,  and  that  the  emigration  ordinance  is  not  extended  to  India  and  the 
coast  of  Africa.  The  civil  list  ordinance  was,  however,  with  certain  dissents  of 
the  usual  opposition  members,  on  the  points  I  have  mentioned,  carried  suffici- 
ently fer  as  to  be  ready  for  the  Combined  Court,  which  had  its  first  annual 
meeting  yesterday.  My  addresses  and  minutes  to  the  Court  of  Policy  and  Com- 
bined Court  shall  be  forwarded  at  the  earliest  occasion. 

The  Combined  Court  appear  to  make  no  objection  to  the  amount  demanded  ; 
indeed  the  bargain  is  so  much  in  their  favour,  that,  with  every  disposition  to 
cavil,  they  have  not  the  courage  to  face  public  opinion  on  that  point. 

They  will  endeavour  to  rest  their  opposition  on  the  duration  of  the  civil  list, 
and  the  restrictions  placed  on  immigration  from  India  and  the  coast  of  Africa, 
and  in  the  latter  they  will  have  out-door  sympathy.  I  understand  that  now 
the  opposing  members,  who  are  the  majority,  pretend  that  immigration,  except 
on  a  much  larger  scale  than  that  which  can  be  looked  for  under  the  emigration 
ordinance,  is  not  worth  their  acceptance. 

'  I  am  in  great  hopes,  however,  tnat  the  prospect  of  a  large  supply  of  emigrants 
from  the  United  States,  for  whose  passage-money  private  individuals  are  now 
responsible,  and  the  knowledge  that  these  individuals  have  of  the  large  surplus 
in  the  colonial  treasury,  which  could  be  forthcoming  immediately,  if  the  terms 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  are  agreed  to,  will  have  effect  on  the  measures  of 
the  Combinea  Court,  which  has  been  adjourned  for  the  consideration  of  the 
subject  until  Wednesday  the  22d  instant.  The  amount  of  monies  in  the  colonial 
treasury  on  the  1st  April  was  81,305/.  sterling,  of  which  at  least  60,000/.  may 
be  considered  surplus  funds,  the  issue  of  which,  under  your  Lordship's  instruc- 
tions, depending  entirely  on  the  arrangements  of  the  Combined  Court  with  Her 
Majesty's  Government. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)        Henry  Light 

It  is  right  to  add,  that  the  ordinary  taxation  of  the  colony  last  year  pro- 
duced 13,000/.  more  than  the  sums  estimated;  had  my  scheme  of  ways  and 
means  for  1839  been  accepted  by  the  Combined  Court,  the  excess  would  have 
been  much  greater.  The  planter's  taxation  has  not  been  touched  for  the  public 
service,  and  remains  entire  in  the  treasury. 


—  No.  18.— 
(No.  54.) 
Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  i?t«5e//,  dated 

Government  House,  Demerara,  29  April  1840.  jg-     ^g 

The  concluding  passage  of  your  Lordship's  despatch.  No.  52,  dated  Febru-  Governor  Light  to 
ary  10th,  while  gratifying  to  me  as  expressive  of  your  Lordship's  confidence,  JJ 'JSl  isJcT^* 
brings  with  it  unfortunately  a  fear  that  a  failure  of  success  in  a  measure  con^    ^    ^ 
fided  to  my  experience  and  skill  may  be  attributed  to  a  want  of  these  qualifica- 
tions.   That  I  have  failed  in  accomplishing  the  settlement  of  the  new  civil  list 

.404.  I  withou 
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No.  18. 
Governor 
Lord 


rnor  Light  to  without  your  Lordship's  interference  is  not  to  be  denied ;  but  when  your  Lord- 
John  Russell,  gjjip  jg  informed  of  the  grounds  on  which  the  failure  rests,  I  hope  I  shall  stand 
ag  Apni  1840.        acquitted  of  mismanagement. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  me  to  feel  certain  that  the  excess  of  the  new  civil  list 
over  the  old  one  was  not  the  obstacle,  and  I  congratulate  your  Lordship,  and  am 
consoled  myself  by  the  strong  grounds  on  which  any  ultimate  measure  to  be 
adopted  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  will  rest  The  Combined  Court  demand 
impossibilities,  have  (acted  like  children,  and)  placed  their  case  in  the  worst  point, 
of  view  with  the  British  nation. 

I  have  then  the  honour  of  announcing  to  your  Lordship  that  the  Combined 
Court  have  decilined  acquiescing  in  the  civil  list  as  proposed  by  your  Lordship ; 
and  have  agreed  to  another  civil  list,  coupled  with  such  conditions  as  rendered 
my  acceptance  of  it  totally  impossible. 

On  the  27th  March  an  extract  of  so  much  of  your  Lordship's  despatch 
(No.  52),  dated  10th  February,  as  related  to  the  civit  list,  together  with  the 
despatches  on  the  subject  of  immigration  and  the  duty  on  British  imjiorts,  were 
laid  before  the  Court  of  Policy,  together  with  a  minute  from  me,  of  which  I 
annex  a  copy. 

There  was  then  read  the  first  time  a  Civil  List  Bill,  which  I  had  caused  to  be 
prepared  in  conformity  with  your  Lordship's  instructions  by  the  law  officers  of 
the  Crown.  On  the  2d  April  the  Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  was  then  printed^ 
and  the  discussion  of  it,  clause  by  clause,  was  fixed  for  that  day  week. 

On  the  9th  April,  which  was  the  day  fixed  for  the  debate,  i  laid  before  the 

^^  court  the  annexed  minute,  marked  (B.) 

^^-"^  Amendments  were  then  proposed  by  Mr.  Rose,  which  were  not  adopted  by 

the  majority  of  the  Court  of  Policy,  and  which,  had  they  been  carried,  would 

have  left  the  Bill  nearly  in  the  state  to  which  it  was  subsequently  reduced  in  the 

Combined  Court. 

The  civil  list  ordinance  having  then  reached  the  stage  of  an  engrossed  Bill, 
and  being  ready  to  be  brought  up  for  a  third  reading,  a  further  adjournment  took 
place,  in  order  that,  as  I  had  intimated  in  my  first  minute,  the  Combined  Court, 
by  whom  eventually  the  funds  to  defray  the  civil  list  would  have  to  be  raised, 
might  acquiesce  in  the  pecuniary  part  of  those  legislative  proceedings  which  the 
Court  of  rolicy  were  ready  to  enact. 

On  the  16th  April  I  laid  before  the  Combined  Court  the  various  papers  con-.^ 
nected  with  the  civil  list  which  had  previously  been  submitted  to  the  Court  of 
Policy.  I  also  placed  before  them,  on  their  application,  the  public  despatches 
connected  with  the  civil  list,  which  I  had  had  the  honour  of  addressing  to  your 
Lordship,  explaining  to  them  that  this  was  purely  a  concession  to  their  wishes, 
and  not  an  acknowledgment  of  their  right  to  be  furnished  with  this  species  of 
information,  especially  as  the  grounds  for  sanctioning  the  proposed  civil  list 
were  stated  in  your  iJordship's  despatches  in  a  manner  sufficiently  explicit  to 
enable  the  Combined  Court  to  accept  or  reject  or  modify  the  proposition. 

After  receiving  these  documents,  an  adjournment,  which  lasted  for  10  days, 
was  granted  at  their  request. 

When  again  the  court  met,  the  Government  Secretary,  in  pursuance  of  notice 
previously  given,  moved  a  resolution  to  the  effect,  that  the  Combined  Court 
acquiesced  m  the  civil  list  as  proposed  by  your  Lordship. 

This  motion  was  met  by  an  amendment,  proposed  by  Mr.  Arrindell,  one  of 
the  financial  representatives,  of  which  I  annex  a  copy,  with  their  reply  to  my 
address. 

This  amendment  was  carried  by  the  votes  of  all  the  financial  representatives, 

and  all  the  unofficial  members  of  the  Court  of  Policy,  except  one.     The  votes 

"l/l.^^S^-*   were  10  for  the  amendment,  and  five  against  it.     It  was  therefore  unnecessary 

for  me  to  vote,  and  thus  the  original  motion  being  lost,  and  the  amendment 

carried,  I  announced  my  decision  in  the  annexed  minute. 

I  must  now  bring  to  your  Lordship's  notice  the  leading  points  attempted  to 
be  gained  by  the  Combined  Court  in  their  rejection  of  your  Lordship's  civil  list, 
and  the  attempted  substitution  of  another,  coupled  with  antecedent  conditions 
of  a  very  unusual  and  improper  description. 

1.  Emigration  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  without  exception  of  any  country 
or  place»  guaranteed  to  be  free  from  interruption  during  the  continuance  of  the 
civil  list. 

2.  Permission 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CIVIL  UST,  BRITISH  GUIANA.  63 

2.  Permission  to  raise  fiinds  for  this  purpose  by  loan,  and  uncontrolled  taxa-  Govbtbot  light  to 
tion.  Jjord  John  Russell, 

3.  The  import  duly  on  British  goods  not  only  to  be  constantly  levied  during  ^^  ^^^  ^^' 
the  existence  of  the  civil  list,  but  the  rate  or  amount  of  the  duty  to  be  at  once 
permanently  fixed. 

4.  The  present  pensioners  continued  at  a  lower  rate  of  pension  than  that  fixed 
by  Government;  the  l2q)se  of  the  pension  to  the  colonial  chest  on  the  death  of 
the  pensioners,  and  the  total  rejection  of  the  principle  of  future  superannuation 
allowances. 

5.  A  reduction  of  1,000 Z.  from  the  salary  of  the  Governor  ;  250 Z.  from  that 
of  the  Attorney-general ;  a  refusal  to  make  any  provision  at  all  for  a  Solicitor- 
general,  wlio  is  nevertheless  becoming  every  day  more  and  more  necessary  to 
the  public  service ;  a  reduction  of  200  L  from  the  sheriff  of  Berbice,  and  a 
similar  sum  from  the  sheriff  of  Essequibo ;  the  continuance  on  the  annual  esti- 
mates of  the  superintendents  of  rivers  and  creeks,  instead  of  their  being  placed 
on  the  civil  list;  and  a  reduction  of  lOOZ.  per  annum  from  each  of  the  stipen- 
diary magistrates,  four  of  whom  are  required  to  speak  Hindostanee ;  a  reduction  The  sum  of  800/i 
also  of  400/.  from  the  sum  proposed  for  contingencies.  per  imnum  was 

Throughout  the  whole  debate  it  was    constantly  admitted  that  the  mere  ^J^  ^^  ^^ 
amount  of  the  civil  list  was*  a  question  of  minor  importance ;  the  sine  qud  nouj  monthnfter  the 
is  emigration  of  the  description  and  by  the  means  mentioned.  emancipation. 


Enclosures  in  Na  18. 

(A.) 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Proceedmgs  of  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Policy 
of  the  Colony  of  BritisJi  Ghiianaj  at  its  adjourned  Assembly,  held  at  the  Ghiiana  Public 
BuildiDgs,  ueorgetown,  Demerara,  Friday,  27  March  1840. 

(After  Prayers.) 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  made  the  following  communication  to  the  court  on  immi-       £|ic1.  No.  18. 
gration,  the  civil  list,  and  an  import  duty  on  British  ^oods. 

The  Governor  takes  this  first  opportunity,  vrhich,  since  the  arrival  of  the  packet,  has  been 
afforded,  to  commnnicate  to  the  court  the  decision  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  on  several 
important  subjects,  which  have,  almost  without  exception,  recently  and  frequently  occupied 
the  anxious  attention  of  the  court,  and  on  account  of  the  intimate  connexion  vrith  the  general 
welfieure  of  the  colony  at  large,  have  constantly  received  the  Governor's  best  consideraticm. 

The  objections  which  Her  Majesty's  Government  entertained  to  the  appropriation  of  the 
puUic  funds,  to  the  payment  of  the  passage-money  of  emigrants  into  this  colony,  have  be^ 
removed,  and  the  Governor  congratulates  the  court  on  the  conditional  concession  of  a  most 
important  general  principle,  which  it  has  long  been  an  object  of  their  sohcttude  to  attaift. 
The  measures  which  the  Governor  adopted  to  represent  the  public  advantsjge  of  immigra- 
tion had  happily  been  successful,  before  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants,  in  aid  of  the  wishes 
of  the  court  on  the  subject,  had  been  received  by  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State. 

An  Immigration  Bill  will  be  laid  before  the  court,  in  wmch  unrestrained  intercourse,  for 
this  object,  with  all  parts  of  the  world  is  the  rule,  whilst  even  the  exceptions  to  it  are 
removable  at  the  will  of  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State. 

It  is,  however,  necessary  that  the  court  should  distinctly  know  that  the  Secretary  of  State 
forbids  the  expectation  that  he  will  sanction  the  introduction  of  Coolie  labourers  into  British 
Guiana,  or  that  it  will  be  in  his  power  to  meet  the  hopes  of  the  colonists  of  an  influx  ^f 
Africans  to  any  great  extent. 

In  pursuance  of  the  authority  which  the  Governor  has  received,  a  Bill  to  provide  for  the 
expenses  of  the  civil  list  of  the  colony,  from  and  after  the  expiration  of  the  existing  ordinance 
on  the  subject,  will  be  laid  before  the  court. 

The  liquidation  of  the  claims  of  the  colony  to  the  Parliamentary  Belief  Grant,  the  im- 
position of  an  import  duty,  in  compliance  with  the  desire  expressed  at  the  last  session  of 
the  Combined  Court,  will  no  doubt  satisfy  that  court  that  the  financial  resources  of  the 
colony  are  amply  sulBScient  to  defray  the  proposed  new  civil  list.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, the  acquiescence  of  the  Combined  Court  in  the  provision  of  the  civil  list  ordinance 
is  confidently  expected,  and,  therefore,  it  is  not  the  Governor's  intention  that  the  proposi- 
tion which  Her  Miyesty's  Government  has  sanctioned  should  be  passed  into  a  law  until  the 
Combined  Court  shall  have  assembled. 

The  enactment  of  a  suitable  civil  list,  as  sanctioned  by  Her  Majesty's  Government^  is  the 
preliminary  and  indispensable  condition  to  the  concession  of  the  other  points  which  the 
Governor  has  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  court. 

The  Governor  has  directed  that  the  despatches  and  extracts  of  despatches  connected  with 
these  subjects  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the  court. 


404.  .  I  2  The 

Digitized  by 


Google 


64  CORRESPONDENCE  RELATIVE  TO 

Governor  Light  to  The  Governor  deeires  that  the  civil  list  and  immigration  ordinance  be  now  read  a  first 
IfiTd  John  Ruftsell,  time,  be  printed,  and  hereafter  brought  up  for  discussion,  clause  by  clause,  at  the  time 
89  April  1840/        fixed  by  the  rules  of  the  court. 

■  Express  instructions  have  been  communicated  to  the  Executive  to  consider  the  item  for 

Encl.  in  No.  i8.       the  salary  of  a  Governor  as  fixed,  and  not  open  to  discussion. 

(A  true  extract.) 

(signed)        H.  E.  F.  Yaunfff  Secretary. 


(B.) 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Policy 
of  the  Colony  of  British  Gtdana,  at  its  adjourned  Assembly,  held  at  the  Guiana  Public 
Buildings,  Georgetown,  Demerara,  Thursday,  9  April  1840. 

(After  Prayers.) 

The  court  being  about  to  proceed  v^ith  the  new  Civil  List  Bill,  his  Excellency  the  Gover- 
nor recorded  the  following  mmute : — 

The  important  subject,  the  discussion  of  which  has  been  fixed  for  to-day,  is  so  £amuliar  to 
the  mind  of  every  member  of  this  court,  that  the  Governor  feels  it  unnecessary  to  enter  into 
any  minute  detail  respecting  it;  a  brief  recapitulation  of  the  ffeneral  points  embraced  by  the 
measure,  and  of  those  contingent  on  its  enactment,  may  peniaps  be  useftil. 

The  officers  to  be  placed  on  the  civil  list,  and  the  remuneration  to  be  allotted  to  them  in 
return  for  their  efficient  services,  have  been  determined  on  by  the  home  government.  The 
aggregate  amount  of  salary  is  such  as  renders  unnecessary  any  other  taxation  tlian  the 
imposition  of  an  impott  duty,  the  burthen  of  which  neither  the  proprietary  nor  the  mercmi- 
tile  body,  nor  any  other  class,  will  exclusively  sustain,  but  which  will  be  borne  equally  by 
all  in  proportion  to  the  use  made  by  them  of  the  imports  on  which  the  duty  may  be 
levied. 

Thus  should  no  pecuniary  equivalent  for  the  civil  list  accrue  to  the  colony,  the  fact  that 
no  other  taxation  is  required  to  meet  it  than  that  which  has  been  mentioned  would  of  itself 
furnish  a  reasonable  ground  for  passing  the  proposed  civil  list 

The  Crown  revenues  are,  however,  surrendered  to  the  colony,  together  with  the  balance 
of  the  ParUamentary  relief  grant;  and  an  import  duty  on  British  goods  is  conceded  to  the 
veishes  of  the  Combmed  Court. 

Contingent  on  the  passing  of  the  civil  list,  an  appropriation  of  pubHc  funds  for  the  encou- 
ragement of  emigration  is  permitted ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  it  appears  to  the  Governor  that 
contingent  on  the  rejection  of  the  civil  list  is  the  revival  of  the  Crown  revenues,  without  the 
imposicion  of  a  duty  on  British  goods  proposed  to  be  payable  into  the  colonial  chest,  and 
also  without  the  existence  of  any  funds  wnich  could  be  deemed  a  surplus  appliciMe  to  the 
encouragement  of  emigration. 

The  Governor  leaves,  these  considerations  to  the  decision  of  the  court,  with  no  other 
anxiety  than  that  the  present  and  future  welfare  of  the  colony  may  be  secured  and  pro- 
moted by  the  moderation  and  wisdom  of  its  legislature  in  reference  to  the  important  sub- 


ject now  submitted  to  its  deliberation. 


(A  true  extract) 

(signed)  H.  E.  F.  Younff,  Secretary. 


(C.) 

The  Government  Secretary's  Motion. 

That  this  Court  (the  Combined  Court)  acquiesces  in  the  civil  list,  as  proposed  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government. 

Seconded  by  the  chief  justice. 

Mr.  Arrindsll's  Amendment. 

That  whereas  the  annual  decrease  of  the  staple  commodities  of  this  colony  since  the 

irear  1836  affords  just  j?rounds  of  alarm  and  apprehension,  not  only  for  the  prosperity,  but 
or  the  very  existence,  of  the  colony  as  a  producing  and  exporting  colony,  unless  tne  present 
restraints  on  immigration  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  be  removed:  And  whereas  the 
annual  expenditure  of  the  civil  government  of  the  colony,  for  the  above  period  of  time,  has 
progressively  increased,  until  the  demands  now  made  upon  the  colony  for  the  support  of  a 
civil  list  and  other  charges,  to  be  raised  by  taxation  and  otherwise,  amount  to  the  sum  of 
,^799,108,  or  166,480/.  17«.  2jd.,  sterling  money  of  Great  Britain,  the  same  being 
81,156/.  13s.  lOi^f.  sterling  more  than  the  estimate  for  the  year  1839,  and  without  any 
provision  for  the  purposes  of  immigration  : 

And  whereas,  considering  the  foregoing  premises,  this  court  (the  Combined  Court)  cannot 
but  view  the  sum  demanded  from  the  colony  for  a  civil  list,  to  commence  on  the  1st  January 
1840,  as  excessive  and  severely  onerous  : — ^Vet,  nevertheless,  convinced  as  this  court  is,  that 
with  immigration  to  the  extent  required,  the  colony  may  confidently  be  expected  to  support  a 
civil  list  commensurate  with  its  extent  and  importance,  this  court,  anxious  not  only  to  arrest 
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No.  i8. 
the  rapid  annual  decrease  in  the  exportable  productions  of  the  colony,  and  to  afford,  with  Governor  Li^t  U> 
loyal  duty  to  Her  Majesty,  every  reasonable  and  efficient  means  for  the  maintenance  of  Her  Lonl  John  Russell^ 
civil  government  here,  do  now,  not  only  consent  to  grant,  but  do  hereby  humbly  offer  and  sp  April  1840.   ' 

tender  to  Her  Majesty,  for  a  term  of  21  years,  to  commence  from  1st  January  1841,  the        

annual  sum  of  42,893/.  9*,  Ojrf.,  or  ^'206,888.  57  cents.,  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  EncU  in  No.  18.  * 
civil  government  of  British  Ghiiana.    The  said  sum  to  be  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the 
following  salaries,  objects  and  purposes,  viz. : — 

[See  the  Schedule  embodied  in  the  annexed  Bill.'] 

Upon  the  terms  and  conditions  following : —      .  - 

1st. — ^That,  from  and  after  the  1st  January  1841,  and  during  the  existence  of  such  civil 
list,  all  and  singular  the  proceeds  of  all  and  singular  the  revenues,  of  whatever  nature  and 
description  soever,  heretofore  accruing  to  the  Sovereign's  chests  of  British  Guiana,  that  is  to 
say,  the  Sovereign's  chests  of  Demerara  and  Essequibo,  and  of  Berbice,  shall  continue  to 
be  paid  into  the  colonv  chest  of  British  Guiana,  for  the  public  uses  of,  and  in  aid  of  the 
ways  and  means  of,  tne  colony  of  British  Guiana. 

2d. — ^That  during  the  existence  of  such  civil  list,  it  shall  be  competent  and  lawful  for  this 
court  to  levy,  annuaUy,  an  import  duty,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  2}  percent,  odf  valorem,  upon 
all  articles,  the  origin  and  manufecture  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
imported  into  this  colony;  and  also  upon  all  foreign  goods,  wares  and  merchandize,  a  dis- 
criminating duty  to  such  an  extent  as  to  protect  the  ^ods,  wares  and  merchandize  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

dd. — ^That  under  such  rules  and  regulations  for  their  due  care,  protection  and  comfort,  as 
may  be  deemed  reasonable,  all  restraints  upon  immigration  of  fi^  labourers  into  this  colony 
from  all  'P^Tts  of  the  world,  unfettered  by  indentures,  be  removed.  ... 

4th. — ^That,  simultaneously  with  the  allowance  by  Her  Majesty  of  such  civil  list,  an  order 
of  Her  Majesty  in  Council  be  published,  securing  to  this  court  the  free  and  uncontrolled 
power  of  raising  such  sums  as  this  court  may  deem  necessary,  and  of  appropriating  the  same 
to  such  purposes  as  this  court  may  judge  reauisite  for  the  advantage  01  the  colony,  and  dso, 
during  the  continuance  of  the  civu  list,  amd  after  due  provision  knt  the  same,  of  pledging 
the  revenues  of  the  colony  for  the  redemption  of,  and  payment  of  interest  on,  any 
loan  which  this  court  may  deem  it  right  to  contract,  for  the  promotion  of  immigration,:or 
otherwise. 

5th. — ^That,  on  the  death  of  each  of  the  pensioners  provided  for  by  the  civil  list,  or  the 
appointment  of  any  of  them  by  Her  Majesty  toany  place  or  situation  of  emolument,  the 
portion  of  such  pensiiHier  so  dyme,or  obtaining  such  apfitointment,  shall  lapse,  and  the  saving 
thereby  accruing  shall  enure  to  tne  benefit  of  the  colony,  in  diminution  01  the  civil  list. 

And  this  court,  therefore,  reo<Hnmends  to  his  Excellency  and  the  Honourable  the  Court  of 
Policy,  the  adoption  of  the. draft  Bill  for  a  Civil  List  Ordinance,  hereunto  annexed,  in  lieu 
and  stead  of  the  draft  Bill  submitted  to  this  court  by  his  Excellency : — 

A  Bill  for  the  Support  of  thb  Citil  Gqvs^nmekt  of  British  Guiana. 

Whereas  by  an  ordinance  passed  on  the  8th  day  of  February  1836,  by  his  late  Excel- 
lency Sir  James  Carmichael  Smyth,  lieutenant-govembr  of  British  Guiana,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Policy  of  the  said  colony,  his  late 
TWaiesty,  in  frirtherance  of  the  desire  of  the  colonial  legislature  to  make  provision  for  the 
civil  list  establishment  of  the  colony,  and  in  consideration  of  a  civil  list  amounting  to 
20,980/.  sterling,  thereby  granted  in  pursuance  of  resolutions  of  the  Court  of  Policy  and 
Bnancial  representatives  in  Combined  Court  assembled,  was  graciously  pleased  (during  the 
•continuance  of  that  ordinance,  and  no  longer)  to  authorize  the  surrender  of  ail  and  singular 
the  proceeds  of  the  revenues  theretofore  accruing  to  and  payable  into  the  King's  chests  of 
Demerara  and  Berbice,  for  the  public  uses  of  the  colony :  And  vfrhereas  the  said  ordinance, 
and  the  civil  list  thereby  establisned,  will  expire  on  the  31st  day  of  December  1840,  and  it 
is  now  necessary,  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  civil  government  of  British  Guiana,  to 
settle  a  competent  revenue  upon  Her  Majesty,  from  and  after  the  said  dlst  day  of  Decem- 
ber 1840 : 

And  whereas  Her  Majesty  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  authorize  the  surrender,  during 
the  continuance  of  this  ordmance,  and  no  longer,  of  all  and  singular  the  proceeds  of  the 
j^venues  heretofore,  to  wit,  prior  to  the  1st  of  January  1836,  accmin^  to  and  payable  into 
the  chests  commonl]^  called  the  Kind's  chests  of  Demerara  and  Berbice,  and  nas  directed 
the  same  to  be  paid  into  the  colony  chests  in  aid  of  the  general  ways  and  means  of  British 
Guiana: 

And  whereas,  in  order  to  secure  to  the  colonial  chests  of  Demerara  and  Berbice  such  a 
revenue  as  may  be  commensurate  with  the  largely  augmented  civil  list,  it  has  become  neces- 
sary to  levy  an  import  tax  or  duty  upon  all  articles  of  the  growth,  production  and  manufac- 
ture of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  imported  into  this  colony ;  and, 
further,  in  order  to  mamtain  and  uphold  the  revenues  of  the  colony,  to  develope  its  capa- 
bilities, and  to  promote  its  vast  agricultural  and  commercial  resources,  it  has  become 
expedient  to  permit  (under  proper  regulations)  the  immigration  of  free  labourers  into  British 
Guiana  from  all  parts  of  the  world : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted,  that  the  chests  of  Demerara  and  Berbice,  commonly  called  the 
ICin^'s  chests,  shall  be  abolished  from  the  1st  day  of  January  1841,  and  shall  continue  to  be  so 
abolished  until  the  31st  day  of  December  1861 ;  and  that  the  entire  proceeds  of  the  revenues, 
of  whatever  nature  or  description  the  same  may  be,  which  of  right  or  by  custom  have 
•hitherto,  that  is  to  say,  prior  to  the  1st  day  of  January  1836,  been  payable  to  Her  Majesty's 
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No,  i«. 
Governor  Ligbt  to    predecessors,  and  which  shall  have  accrued  and  shall  hereafter  accrue  to  Her  present 
Lord  John  Ru88dl»  Majesty,  Her  heirs  and  successors,  shall,  during  the  continuance  of  this  present  ordinance, 
29  April  1840.        and  no  longer,  be  paid  into  the  respective  colonial  chests  of  Demerara  and  Berfoice,  for  the 

— ; public  uses  of  British  Guiana. 

End.  in  No.  i8*  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  for  and  during  such  period  of  21  years,  to  commence  on 

the  1st  day  of  January  1841,  as  Her  Majesty,  Her  heirs  and  successcnrs,  shall  be  graciously 
pleased  to  continue  this  colony  in  the  use  and  enjoyment  of  the  proceeds  of  the  revenues 
heretofore,  to  wit,  prior  to  the  1st  January  1836,  accruing  to,  and  payable  into,  the  King's 
chests  as  aforesaid,  and  now  granted  and  directed  to  be  paid  into  the  colony  chests ;  and  as 
soon  as  Her  Majesty  shall  ^nt  to  the  Combined  Court  the  requisite  power  fmd  authority,  for 
and  during  the  said  period  of  21  years,  to  levy  a  moderate  tax  or  duty  on  all  goods,  wares 
and  merchandize,  oi  the  growth,  production  and  manu&ctuie  of  the  United  ELingdom  a£ 
Qresit  Britain  and  Ireland,  imported  into  this  colony ;  and  further,  as  soon  as  it  shall  be 
permitted  by  Her  Majesty's  government  to  free  labourers  (under  such  regulations  for  their 
nealth  and  comfort  as  may  be  reasonable)  to  immignite  into  this  colony  from  all  parts  of 
the  world,  and  for  such  length  of  time  as  they,  the  said  free  labourers,  shall  see  fit,  and  so 
long  as  there  shall  not  be  denied  by  her  Majesty's  Government  to  any  of  the  inhabitants  of 
all  and  every  coun^  and  possession  within  Her  Majesty's  dominions,  the  right  to  immiCTate 
and  come  nrto  this  colony,  there  shall  be  granted  by  this  colony  for  the  support  of  and 
maintenance  of  Her  Majesty's  civil  government  in  British  Gfuiana,  the  annual  «um  of 
42,8982.  98.  Old.,  or  1^205,888.  57c.,  and  the  said  annual  sum  of  42,8932.  9s.  O^d. 
or  i5'205,888.  57  c.  is  hereby  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  Her  heirs  and  successors,  fof  and 
during  the  aforesaid  period  of  21  years,  to  commence  on  the  Ist  day  of  January  1841,  on 
the  express  conditions,  nevertheless,  of  this  colony  being  secured,  fcM:  and  during  the  said 
period  of  21  years,  in  the  grant,  use  and  enjoyment  c£  the  revenues  of  the  Sovereign's 
chests  (formerly  called  the  King's  chests)  in  the  right  to  levy  an  import  tax  or  duty  on  all 
goods,  wares  and  merchandize  of  the  growth,  producticm  and  manufacture  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  in  the  exemption,  by  Her  Majesty's  Gkyvern- 
ment,  from  all  prohibitions  and  restraints  on  or  to  the  iminigration  into  this  cokmy  of  aU 
persons  within  Her  Majesty's  dominions,  including  the  dominions  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, the  said  sum  of  42,893/.  9^.  Oicf.,  or  i5'20MB8«  57  c.  to  be  appropriated  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  following  salaries,  objects  and  purposeil : 

Governor,  Colony  finding  a  Government  House 
Chief  Justice 


First  Puisne  Judge  -^------- 

Second  Puisne  Judge       -------- 

Secretary  to  the  Chief  Justice  ------- 

Government  Secretary,  for  combined  duties  of  Goviemment  Secre- 
tary, Secretary  to  the  Court  of  Policy  and  Combined  Court     - 
Assistant  Government  Secretary         ------ 

Clerks,  Stationery,  &c.     -------- 

Attorney-General     -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -x. 

High  Sheriff 

Clerk  to  ditto  ---------- 

Sheriff  of  Berbice    --------- 

Ditto  of  Essequibo  --------- 

Ten  Stipendiary  Magistrates,  four  of  whom  must  speak  Hindo- 
stanee,  at700Z.  each     -        -        -        -        -        -- 

Contingencies  ---------- 


Retiring  Allowances  to  lapse  on  the  Death  of  the  Parties,  viz. : 

J.  Sullivan  --------£.  596  10  8 

W.  D.  Farr         -        -        -        -         -        -        -      695  10  8 

Colonel  Hallam -      416  17  5 

Colonel  Innes     -------       404  19  3 


£. 

Ecclesiastical  Establishment  of  the  Churches  of  EnglasidaMd 
Scotland,  cmd  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  viz. : 

The  Venerable  the  Archdeacon  of  British  Guiana,  on  the  terms 
an'd  conditions  proposed  by  the  Lord  Bishop  of  the  Diocese,  as 
communicated  to  this  Court  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor, 

500/. 

Stipends  of  the  Rectors  and  Ministers  of  the  18  Country  Parishes 
Stipend  of  the  Rector  of  St.  George's        -        -        .        -        - 
Ditto    -    -    Minister  of  St.  Andrew's      -        -        -        -        - 
The  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  Demerara  and  Essequibo 
The  Rector  of  the  Church  of  England,  New  Amsterdam    - 
The  Minister  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  New  Amsterdam  - 


£. 

s. 

$' 

6,000 

- 

24,000 

3,000 

- 

14^400 

2,000 

- 

9,600 

2,000 

— 

9,600 

600 

— 

2,860 

2,000 

9,600 

1,000 

- 

4,800 

000 

— 

2,880 

1,250 

— 

6,000 

1,260 

- 

6,000 

300 

- 

1,440 

1,000 

- 

4,800 

800 

— 

3,840 

7,000 

— 

33,600 

2,400 

- 

11,520 

2,012  18 


32,212  18 


$.  C. 
2,400  - 
36,000  - 
2,733  33 
2,733  33 
2,733  33 
2,333  33 
2,333  33 


9,661   92 


154,621   92 


51,266  65 


$.  205,888  57 
Or,  £.42,893.  9s. -id. 


ProvWed 
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Provided  always^  that  on  tiie  death  of  any  of  the  said  pensioners,  or  the  grant  to  any  of  Governor  Light  tn 
them  by  Her  Majesty  of  any  situation  or  place  of  emolument,  the  portion  of  such  sum  of  i^rd  John  Rusiell 
2fil2  I.  18«.  as  shall  have  l>een  appropriated  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  such  pen-  29  April  1840. 

fdoner  shall  lapse,  and  the  saving  thereby  accrued  shall  enure  to  the  benefit  of  the  colony,       

in  deduction  of  the  aforesaid  civil  list  establishment  of  4^,893  /.  9  «.  0  }  i2.  £^^1^  in  No  .18. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  the  said  annual  civil  list  establishment  shall,  and  the  same 
18  hereby  declared  to  be  charged  upon  and  made  payable  upon  and  out  of  the  colonial 
revenues  of  British  Guiana,  and  shall  commence  upon  the  1st  day  of  January  1841,  and 
shall  be  paid  annually  to  Her  Majesty,  Her  hws  and  successors,  for  and  during  the  exist- 
tence  of  the  aforesaid  rights  and  privileges,  with  preference  to  all  other  payments  which 
have  heretofore  been,  or  which  shall  or  may  hereafter  be  charged  or  chargeable  upon  the 
said  colonial  revenues ;  and  that  die  said  annual  revenue  of  ij*  205,888.  57  c.  shall  grow  due 
and  become  payable  to  Her  Majesty,  Her  heirs  and  successors  quarterly ;  that  is  to  say,  on 
the  1st  day  of  April,  the  1st  day  of  July,  the  1st  day  of  October,  and  the  1st  day  of  Januairy 
in  each  year,  by  even  and  equal  portions^  out  of  the  monies  of  the  said  ccdonial  revenue  of 
British  Guiana ;  the  first  quarterly  payment  thereof  to  begin  and  to  be  made  upon  the  Ist 
day  of  April  1841 ;  and  the  Receiver-general  of  British  Guiana,  and  the  Assistant  Receiver- 
general  for  the  time  being,  aref  hereby  respectively  authorized  and  required  from  time  to 
time,  upon  the  warrant  or  order  of  the  Governor,  or  officer  administering  the  government  for 
the  time  being,  to  pay  such  yearly  revenue  out  of  the  monies  arisen,  or  to  arise  from  and  out 
of  the  said  colonial  revenues,  without  any  further  or  other  order  or  formality :  provided  always, 
Aat  the  amount  so  firom  time  to  time  to  be  paid  as  aforesaid,  for  or  in  respect  of  each  quarter, 
shall  not  exceed  one-fourth  part  of  the  amount  of  such  yearly  civil  list« 

And  be  it  Airther  enacted,  that  during  the  contiauance  of  this  ordinance,  the  registrars' 
offices,  the  marshals'  offices,  and  the  sherifis'  offices^  of  British  Guiana,  shall  be  subject  to 
the  regulation  and  control,  by  ordinance,  of  the  Governor  and  Court  of  Policy ;  and  that  the 
fees  and  revenues  of  the  saia  last-recited' offices,  togedier  with  the  fees  and  revenues  of  the 
government  secretary's  offices,  and  of  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  chief  justice,  shall 
also  be  subject  to  the  like  relation  and  control,  by  ordinance  :  provided  always,  that  the 
salaries' of  such  of  the  officers  of  the  respective  departments  as  are  not  by  this  present  ordi- 
nance placed  on  the  civil  list,  shall  be  defrayed  and  provided  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
respective  offices  to  which  the  officers  may  severally  belong :  provided  also,  that  any  such 
ormnance  for  the  regulation  of  the  officers,  and  of  the  fees  thereof  respectively  as  aforesaid, 
shall  not  remain  in  force  beyond  five  years. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  an  account  of  the  expenditure  of  the  contingencies  and  the 
retiring  allowances  of  the  civil  listestablishment,  hereinbefore  provided,  and  of  the  applica- 
tion and  disposition  thereof,  shall  be  laid  before  the  Court  of  Policy  at  its  first  session  in 
each  year ;  and  that  all  sums  of  money  which  shall,  at  the  end  of  each  year,  remain  after 
payment  of  all  such  contingencies  as  are  now,  or  which  hereafter,  during  the  said  term  of 
five  years,  shall  be  chained  upon,  or  wanted,  or  payable  therefrom  or  thereout,  shall  b» 
paid  mto  the  colonial  chest,  and  ^all  become  part  and  parcel  of  the  ways  and  means  oS 
British  Ghiiana :  provided  dways,  and  it  is  hereby  expressly  declared,  that  the  rendering  of 
any  such  account  or  accounts  of  the  contingencies  as  aforesaid  shall  not  extend,  or  be  con- 
strued to  extend,  to  authorize  or  permit  the  Court  of  Policy,  or  involve  any  right 
on  the  part  of  the  Court  of  Policy,  to  dispute  or  question  the  propriety  of  any  cha^e 
or  payment  which  shall  have  been  made  for  any  of  the  purposes  for  wmch  the  civil  list 
inay  have  been  granted ;  and  moreover,  that  the  warrant  of  tne  Govanor  or  officer  admi- 
nistering the  government,  with  the  receipt  of  the  individual  to  whom  the  money  shall  be 
issued,  shall  be  conclusive  vouchers  for  any  such  charge  or  payment. 


(E.) 
Extract  fix)m  the  Mmutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Policy  of 
the  Colony  of  British  Gniana,  combined  with  the   Financial  Representatives  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  said  Colony,  at  its  ordinary  Assembly,  held  at  the  GKiiana  Public 
Buildings,  Georgetown,  Demerara,  Wednesday  15  April  1840. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  opened  the  session  with  the  following  address : — 

Gentlemen,  Honourable  Members  of  the  Court  of  Policy,  and  Financial  Repre- 
sentatives, in  Combined  Court  assembled, 

I  find  it  necessary  to  explain  to  you,  that  since  my  proclamation  for  your  meeting,  I 
have  received  instructions  to  propose  a  new  civil  list,  to  replace  that  which  vnll  expire  on  the 
31st  December  next;  and  as  the  transactions  of  the  court,  for  the  ordinary  session,  will 
depend  much  on  your  determination  with  regard  to  the  new  civil  list,  it  is  necessary  this 
should  be  first  taken  into  consideration,  after  which,  the  estimates  for  the  year  will  be  placed 
in  your  hands,  and  the  usual  adjournment  will  be  allowed  to  take  place. 

i  have  directed  copies  of  my  communication  to  the  Court  of  Policy  to  be  made  for  your 
perusal,  as  also  copy  of  extract  of  sp  much  of  Lord  John  Russell's  despatch  as  relates  to  the 
civil  list,  with  its  enclosure,  and  the  account  of  the  expenditure  of  the  Parliamentary 
relief  grant. 

In  urging  the  necessity  of  a  settlement  of  the  important  question  first  placed  before  you, 
I  adopt  as  a  principle,  that  if  it  can  be  made  to  appjear  that  tne  interests  of  the  proprietors, 
as  well  as  public  interests,  are  at  stake  by  opposition  to  the  establishment  of  the  new 
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f ,  Qov^rMftlight  ti/  "CI™  Iwt  ft*  thfe  sectuity  of  ffood  goTemment  for  a  series  of  years,  I  rest  satisfied  that  the 
'   JUld  Johb  ^K«jlbe]]»  opposition  will  be  abandoned,  and  tbe  offers  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  accepted. 
29  4|uil  1.34a  It  is  the  immediate  interest  of  society,  that  an  independent  ma^stracy  should  exist. 

—         With  that  magistracy  under  its  responsibility  to  the  executive,  himself  strictly  responsible  to 

EacL  in  No.  iS.  Her  Majesty's  Government,  the  suspicions  which  are  still  entertained  and  encouraged  by  a 
portion  of  ue  mother  country  against  this  colony  will  be  allayed,  and  the  Colonial  Secre- 
try  of  State  will  have  more  power  to  combat  those  suspicions,  by  proving  that  protection  is 
assured  to  the  mass. 

Your  own  acts  have  proclaimed  the  necessity  for  larger  salaries  to  most  of  the  officers 
named  in  the  schedule.  The  voice  of  the  community  has  echoed  your  opinion,  and  the 
representations  of  the  Governor  have  been  confirmed  by  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

When  Berbice  was  a  separate  colony  it  had  a  separate  establishment,  and  the  function- 
aries received  higher  salaries  than  those  hitherto  enjojred  by  the  same  persons  since  the 
union  with  Demerara  and  Esseauibo.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  salaries  of  public  officers 
were  higher  when  Demerara  ana  Essequibo  were  under  a  separate  government  than  since  the 
union  of  the  three  colonies. 

By  the  union  of  Berbice  vrith  the  former,  Berbice  had  its  civil  establishment  diminished, 
though,  its  taxation  continued  unequal.  It  is  now  relieved  from  its  unequal  taxation ;  its 
finances  are  placed  on  a  just  footing ;  it  will  now  fully  participate  the  benefits  of  its  position. 
It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  duties  of  the  general  j^ovemment,  instead  of  being  diminished 
by  the  union,  have  been  largely  increased,  and  contmue  to  increase  yearly.  It  is  on  these 
grounds,  as  well  as  their  inadequacy  to  the  expense  of  living  in  this  colony,  that  additions 
are  demanded  to  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  government. 

Were  the  rights  of  the  Crown  to  be  resumed,  the  measures  for  the  payment  of  the  public 
officers  would  be  sufficient  for  the  civil  list  now  proposed.  This  is  a  feet  which  cannot  be 
concealed  from  the  public.  By  adopting  without  reserve  the  proposals  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  you  obtain  immediate  aavantages,  prospective  gain. 

That  gain  and  those  advantages  are — application  of  lai^e  funds  for  immigration ;  imme- 
diate concession  of  an  import  duty  on  British  manufectures,  the  proceeds  of  which  must 
increase  as  the  country  receives  an  influx  of  population ;  a  continuation  of  the  surplus  funds 
of  the  customs  revenue,  which  last  year  entirely  covered  the  proportion  of  the  existing  civil 
list  paid  by  Demerara  and  Essequibo,  and  nearly  that  paid  by  Berbice, — ^and  all  revenues 
hitherto  the  rights  of  the  Crown.  The  rejection  of  the  civil  hst  vrill  deprive  you  of  these 
advantages  and  gain. 

I  have  directed  copies  of  the  despatch  relative  to  the  import  duty,  and  of  that  relative  to 
immigration,  to  be  given  to  you. 

It  has  been  urged,  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  offere  no  security  with  respect  to  the 
import  duty  on  British  manufactures, — that  it  may  be  conceded  this  year,  and  refused  the 
next.  Let  it  be  understood,  the  import  duty  is  granted  in  return  for  the  civil  list,  but  not 
to  relieve  the  proprietors  of  land  from  all  burthens.  If  the  whole  weight  of  public  expen- 
diture were  thrown  on  an  import  duty,  or  if  that  duty  were  carried  beyond  a  moderate  and 
reasonable  extent,  then,  and  then  only,  could  Her  Majesty's  Government  be  disposed  to 
interfere. 

The  amount  of  imports,  from  produce,  was  taxed  in  1839  on  the  returns  of  1838,  but  not 
one  shilling  of  the  proceeds  has  been  applied  to  the  public  expenditure.  Continue  that 
taxation,  which  is  trifling  in  comparison  to  what  has  been  at  times  paid  in  Demerara  and 
Esseauibo,  and  much  beneath  that  paid  for  many  years  by  Berbice,  the  proceeds  of  which-, 
addea  to  what  vrill  undoubtedly  remain  from  other  sources  of  taxation,  will  leave  complete 
surplus  funds  for  the  purposes  of  immigration. 

The  immigration  ordinance  being  passed  in  the  terms  of  the  draft  sent  out  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  leaves  the  annual  amount  applicable  to  carry  it  into  effect  to  the  discretion  of 
the  Executive ;  were  a  sum  fixed  by  the  ordinance,  more  might  be  annually  appropriated  than 
would  be  required,  and  vice  versa. 

Supposing  the  large  surplus  now  in  the  treasury  to  be  the  standard ;  tiiatby  the  end  of  the 
year  it  has  not  been  expended ;  it  may  be  useful  to  apply  the  surplus  unexpended,  with  any 
surplus  remaining  from  the  taxation  of  the  year,  for  tne  purposes  of  immigration  during 
the  succeeding  year;  yet  if  your  ordinance  fixes  you  to  a  certain  sum,  this  cannot  be 
allowed.  It  is  better,  therefore,  to  leave  the  question  of  amount  of  frinds  to  be  decided  ac- 
cording to  the  supposed  wants  of  the  colony.  In  a  few  years  such  surplus  funds  may  not 
be  required,  or  the  province  may  be  in  such  a  position  that  emigrants  from  other  countries 
will  greedily  flock  here  to  purchase  the  land,  the  proceeds  of  which  may  be  applied  to  inter- 
nal improvement,  and  no  money  required  to  pay  the  passage  of  emigrants.  These  are  the 
only  arguments  necessary  to  be  urged,  in  oixler  to  prove  the  inexpediency  of  an  anticipated 
fixed  annual  amount  for  immigration. 

The  proposal  to  place  the  parochial  clergy  on  the  civil  list  does  honour  to  the  mover;  on 
that  point  I  have  no  instructions ;  but  1  have  no  douht  it  will  be  approved  by  Her  Majesty^s 
Government. 

The  duration  of  the  civil  list  is  made  elective  between  the  life  of  Her  Majesty,  or  for  the 
period  of  21  years.  Your  prospects  are  as  bright  as  those  of  any  other  colony,  if  not  of  a 
orighter  order,  so  long  as  the  mother  country  protects  you.  Under  such  protection  you 
i^annot  retrograde ;  it  is  therefore  idle  to  object  to  terms  which  have  relation  only  to  thajt 
protection. 

I  shall 
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Ho  18 
I  shall  postpone  making  any  obsenrations  on  the  estimates,  until  your  decision  on  the  ciril  OoTernor  L^bt  t» 
list  shall  have  been  given.  Lord  Joliti  RusieU^ 

With  a  view  of  arriving  at  this  decision  in  a  convenient  form,  I  have  directed  the  Govern-  ^ 

ment  secretary  to  propose  certain  resolutions ;  this  mode  will  at  once  shorten  the  discus-  £^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^ 
sion,  and,  I  trust,  satisfactorily  terminate  our  proceedings  on  the  civil  list. 

(A  true  extract.) 

(signed)        H.  JS.  F.  Young,  Secretary. 


(F.) 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Policy  of 
the  Colony  of  British  Guiana,  combined  with  the  Financial  Representatives  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  said  Colony,  at  its  ordinary  Assembly,  held  at  the  Guiana  Public 
Buildings,  Georgetown,  Demerara,  Tuesday,  28  April  1840. 

The  debate  on  the  amendment  to  the  civil  list,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Arrindell,  j*p.,  was 
continued. 

The  court  divided  on  the  amendment. 

For  the  Amendment :  Against  it : 

Messrs.  Downie,  Sir  M.  MTurk, 

„      Troughton,  Honourables,  Young, 

„      Davison,  „  Robmson, 

„      Butts,  „  Gloster, 

„      Bishop.  Chief  Justice. 

Honourables,  mch, 
„  Crone, 

„  Cameron, 

„  Rose. 

The  amendment  was  declared  to  be  carried,  and  the  original  motion  lost. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  made  the  following  statement : 

"  The  court  having  now  agreed  to  the  amendment  nroposed  by  the  honourable  and 
learned  member,  the  question  for  my  consideration  is,  wnetner  the  provision  for  the  civil 
list  therein  offered,  together  with  the  conditions  with  which  its  payment  is  clogged,  is  such 
a  civil  list  as,  under  my  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  I  am  authorized  to 
accept. 

*'  I  have  to  announce  to  you  mjr  total  inability  to  accept  the  civil  list  which  you  have  pro- 
posed, and  my  unqualified  rejection  of  the  unnecessaiy  and  improper  stipulations  vrith 
which  you  have  accompanied  it. 

'''I  have  now  to  desire  th^  secretary  to  proceed  vnth  the  annual  estimates.*' 

(A  true  extract.) 

(signed)  JST. -B. -F.  Tomh^,  Secretary. 


—  No.  19.— 

Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  lAght  to  Lord  John  JRussell. 

Government  House,  Demerara, 

30  April  1840.                        No  10 
I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  printed  copies  of  two  speecfhes  addressed  by  Goveraor  light  to 
Mr.  Young,  the  Government  secretary ;  the  first  of  which  was  to  the  Court  of  Lord  John  Russell, 
Policy,  proving  the  ease  with  which  the  proposed  civil  list  micht  be  conceded ;  3o  AjwrU  1840. 
the  second,  a  speech  in  the  Combined  Court  m  answer  to  Mr.  Arrindell.  


Enclosure  1,  in  No.  19. 
Mb.  Young,  in  Court  op  Policy. 


The  motion  with  which  it  is  my  intention  to  close  the  observations  I  now  propose  to  ofler  End.  1.  in  Ko.  10. 
to  tlie  court  will  be,  that  the  order  of  the  day  for  discussing  the  CivU  List  BUI,  as  fixed 
l^t  Thursday,  be  now  pr6ceeded  with.     I  beg,  however,  that  the  court  will  indulgently 
bear  with  me  whilst  I  make  some  preliminary  observations,  for  I  am  anxiotts,  at  least 
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Govierhor  iJg^t  to  ]l>efore,  iu^b|  if  any,  discusaioii  takes  place  upon  the  separate  clauses  of  the  Bill,  to  entreat 
t^ird  Johii  ^ssell   the  court  to  take  a  general  review  of  the  whole  measure;  and,  whilst  it  will  be  oiy  endea* 
'^o  Apiil  1840.        vour  respectfully  but  earnestly  to  urge  upon  the  court  the  great  advantage  and  credit  which 

— '• —       the  colony  must  derive  from  placing,  as  a  sound  policy  requires  us  to  place,  its  various 

En^L  1^  in  ](fo.  19.  institutions  on  a  permanent  and  liberal  foundation,  at  the  same  time  I  trust  to  be  able  to 
show  to  the  court  the  perfect  ability  of  the  community  to  sustain  the  expense  requisite  for  this 
important  object.  I  ao  assure  the  court,  that  I  approach  the  subject  with  a  full  and  anxious 
sense  of  its  ovm  importance,  and  that  I  am  fully  and  unaifectedly  conscious  of  the  imperfect 
manner  in  which  my  impressions  of  its  magnitude  must  be  conveyed  to  the  court.  But  the 
disabilities  under  which  I  labour  are  not,  as  on  a  superficial,  and,  let  me  say,  a  vulgar  view  of  the 
case,  might  be  supposed  to  be  the  case,  viz.,  from  the  connexion  of  my  personal  interests  with 
the  civil  list,  as  so  submitted,  for  that  connexion  vdll  be,  I  would  fain  hope,  in  all  probability 
temporaiy,  and,  upder  all  possible  circumstances,  having  passed  so  many  years  of  my  life  in 
a  tropical  climate,,  my  desire  elsewhere  to  pass  the  remainder  will  continue  unabated.  But 
my  anxiety  arises,  as,  I  trust,  the  court  will  more  truly  and  generously  interpret  its  origin, 
from  a  conviction  that  great  public  interests  are  at  stake,  while  it  is  but  a  very  feeble  advo- 
cacy which  I  can  bring  to  their  suppoit.  We  are,  in  truth,  called  upon  to  consider,  not  the 
auestion  what  is  beneficial  to  this  and  that  public  officer,  nor  the  escape  fi-om  taxation  of 
lis  or  that  class  in  the  upper  walks  of  life,  but  we  are  called  to  determine  what  provision 
is  necessary  to  place  the  institutions  of  the  country  on  a  footing  beneficial  alike  to  rich  and 
poor,  to  high  and  low;  what  provision  is  necessary,  in  order  mat  justice  may  be  dispensed 
constantly  and  promptly  by  judges,  and  sheriQ^  and  magistrates  of  independence  and 
ability,  and  leisure  for  so  greajb  and  important  a  duty,  so  that  wrong  may  be  redressed  and 
violence  punished,  and  all  men  protected,  and  this  without  engendering  the  animosities  but 
too  apt  to  arise  in  the  cases  in  which  a  neighbour  is  called  to  act  against  a  neighbour;  and^ 
above  all,  that  the  law  may  be  enforced  by  such  persons,  that  there  may  not  even  a 
suspicion  exist  that  bias  of  any  kind  can  have  warped  the  judgment.  Moreover,  we  are 
required  to  provide  for  the  becoming  dignity  and  the  due  maintenance  of  an  active  and 
efficient  Executive,  which  shall  iimise  vigour  into  every  department  of  the  government, 
causing  order  to  be  maintained  every  where,  and  the  public  servants  to  be  vigilant  and 
useful,*  supervising  every  class  of  functionaries,  and  yet,  except  where  the  law  has  other- 
wise decreed,  leaving  to  them  the  firee  exercise  of  their  own  judgment,  so  long  as  they  re- 
strict themselves  wiuiin  the  sphere  of  their  own  duties.  Yet  these  considerations,  importapt 
as  they  are,  and  entertained,  as  I  hope  they  will  be,  by  the  court  vrith  a  deep  sense  of  the 
sacred  duty  which  is  imposed,  on  them  to  legislate  for  the  whole  of  the  community,  and  not 
a  particular  section  of  it,  I  say  these  considerations  of  themselves,  and  apart  firom  others^ 
would  not  enable  us  to  arrive  at  a  sound  conclusion,  especially  as  to  stipendiary  magis-^^ 
trates  unconnected  with  local  interests,  unless  we  extend  the  range  of  our  reflections  to  the 
actual  composition  and  the  future  probable  composition  of  the  great  mass  of  our  population. 
I  need  Qot  remind  the  court  that,  since  the  institutions  of  the  country  were  placed  on  their 
present  footing,  and  since  the  establishment  of  the  present  civil  list,  a  new  order  of  things 
nas  arisen ;  the  change  has  been  of  too  momentous  a  description,  the  era  of  its  occurrence 
is  too  recent,  to  render  it  necessary  for  me  to  enter  into  any  detailed  comparison  of  the 
past*and  the  present  condition  of  the  colony;  one  point,  however,  it  is  impossible  to  avoid 
alluding  to  wnen  discussing  the  expediency  of  retaining  a  paid  magistracy.  In  Lieu  of  the 
subjection  to  individuals,  which  was  the  vicious  characteristic  of  the  days  of  old,  there  has 
been  established  a  subordination  to  the  law  which,  under  the  apprenticeship,  viras  coupled 
with  compulsory  labour  for  a  limited  number  of  hours  a  day;  but  the  coeraon  of  the  older 
system,  and  the  comparatively  moderate  restraints  of  that  more  recently  in  force,  are  now 
happily  at  an  end.  In  the  transition,  and  at  the  present  moment,  tnere  is  a  numerous 
youth  soon  to  be  ranked  among  the  adult  population,  who  have  witnessed  but  have  never 
been  subject  to  the  control  of  either  of  the  systems  to  which  I  refer.  Again,  there  has 
been,  still  is,  and  I  trust  there  vrill  be  to  a  greater  extent  than  ever,  an  influx  of  strangers, 
who,  uninfluenced  by  local  associations  andunafiected  by  those  ties  which  long  intercourse 
between  master  and  servant  usually  produce,  must  be  necessarily  less  inclined  than  our 
native  population  to  recognize  any  control  except  that  which  may  be  exercised  by  the  dis- 
interested ministers  of  the  law.  Under  these  circumstances,  do  you  deem  it  possible  that 
a  population,  naturally  jealous  to  maintain  unimpaired  their  recently-acquired  rights  and 
privileges,  and  who  have,  if  I  may  be  .allowed  the  expression,  not  yet  lost  sight  of  their 
old  fetters,  would  view  with  complacency  magisterial  authority  replaced  exclusively  in  those 
hands  from  whence  domestic  authority  of  commensurate  or  even  greater  extent  has  been 
taken? 

I  submit  that  this  appears  to  me  to  be  a  calculation  most  unreasonably  founded  on  the 
acauiescence  of  the  body  of  the  people  in  an  arrangement  naturally  unsatisfkctory  to  their 
feelings,  destitute  of  any  other  recommendation  than  that  of  a  specious  but  most  unreal  eco- 
nomy, in  practice  inconveniently  interfering  with  the  ordinary  occupations  of  men  in  this 
busy  community,  disturbing  its  harmony  by  unneighbourly  animosities ;  and  which  would  be 
found,  in  m]^  sincere  opinion,  as  repugnant  to  the  interests  of  property,  as  it  would  be  to  the 
peace  of  society  and  to  the  ends  or  justice.  Nor  can  I  refrain  from  pressing  on  the  notice  of 
the  court,  that  a  principle  essential  to  all  legislation  is  closely  akin  to  that  I  am  now  urging  ; 
for  if,  on  the  one  band,  it  is  desirable  that  mere  should  be  a  recognition  by  the  public  gene- 
rally of  the  fairness  of  the  provisions  of  any  given  law,  it  will  not  be  denied  that  it  is,  on  the  ' 
other,  equally  just  and  useful  that  the  instruments  by  which  that  law  is  to  be  practically 
applied  should  be  chosen  with  the  appearance  as  well  as  the  reality  of  impartiality.  In  this 
pomt  of  view  I  would  press  on  the  court  the  expediency  of  using  every  precaution  i^our 
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power  to  conciliate  towards  the  administrators  of  the  law  in  the  rural  districts  the  confidence  Goveriior  Ligbt  to 
and  approval  of  that  class,  whom,  but  a  few  years  ago,  Ae  highest  authority  in  theempire,'  i^rd  John  Russell 
the  Sovereign  himself,  was  announced  not  less  truly  than  graciously  to  style,  "the  most   30  April  1840. 

numerous    and    the   most  important   portion  of  the  community,"   the   labourers  of  the      ^ 

land*  Having  now  placed  before  the  court,  however  imperfectly,  the  great  object  em- 
braced by  the  present  Bill,  and  having  indicated  in  as  general  terms  as  I  could  select, 
my  motives  for  desiring  the  continuance  of  a  stipendiary  magistracy,  as  a  just  and 
politic  concession  for  the  people,  and  at  the  same  time  a  prudent  and  convenient  arranore- 
ment  for  the  proprietary  body,  I  shall  defer  adverting  to  the  other  offices  on  the  civil  fist . 
until  I  shall  nave  entered  into  the  question  of  the  ability  of  the  colony  to  sustain  the  civil 
list.  On  this  part  of  the  subject.it  is  only  necessary  to  premise,  that  the  question  must 
either  refer  to  the  extent  to  which,  taxation  may  be  renewed  without  being  unprecedented  in 
its  nature  or  oppressive  in  its  amount,  or  to  inquire  whether  the  present  taxation  be  not  evi- 
dently sufficient  to  supply  a  revenue  adequate  to  defray  the  civil  list  as  proposed.  The  civil 
list,  as  proposed  by  Government,  amounts  to  40,080  /.  I  must  take  the  amount  as  guaranteed 
by  the  ordinance ;  the  apparent  excess,  therefore,  of  the  one  over  the  other  is  19,100  Z.  From 
this  amount  there  has  to  be  deducted  1,800/.,  which  are  the  salaries  of  the  superintendents  of 
rivers  and  creeks,  arid  which  being  transferred  from  the  annual  estimate  do  not  occasion  any 
real  increase  of  expenditure.  Under  this  deduction  the  real  excess  of  the  one  civil  list  over  the 
other  is  17,300/.  Now  if  the  whole  of  this  amount  had  to  be  raised  by  additional  taxation,  I 
would  ask  what  probability,  nay,  what  possibility  is  there,  that  there  would  be  imposed  on  the 
great  body  of  the  population  any  burden,  either  unprecedented  in  its  nature  or  oppressive  in 
its  amount?  It  could  not  be  said  to  be  unprecedented  if  it  were  imposed  on  the  planter,  and 
the  product  were  raised  to  the  amount  at  which  it  was  levied  before  the  productiveness  of  the 
import  duties  reduced  it  to  its  present  amount.  It  cannot  be  contended  that  a  sum  of 
17,300/.  distributed  over  the  tax-payers  from  Pomeroon  to  the  Corentjme,  would  occasion' 
any  oppressive  burden  to  the  people,  who,  but  a  few  years  ago  sustained  the  capitation  and 
other  taxes  of  two  royal  chests,  paid  the  enormous  fees  of  the  marshals,  registrars,  and  other 
public  offices  of  two  counties,  and  maintained  separate  and  extensive  governments  in  the 
provinces,  which  are  now  incorporated  into  one  colony.  Nor,  indeed,  if  the  tax  on  produce 
were  raised  to  what  it  was  in  Berbice,  do  I  suppose  that  this  court,  constituted  as  it  is  of  a 
majority  of  those  who  imposed  it  on  that  county,  would  contend  that  that  would  be  an  oppres- 
sive burden, inasmuch  as  tney  have  sanctioned  already  a  similar  rate.  Moreover  by  the  calcula- 
tions of  the  financial  representatives  themselves,  at  the  last  session  of  the  Combined  Court, 
calculations  which  have  invariably  realized  more  than  the  amount  which  they  were  estimated 
to  realize,  the  re-enactment  of  a  diity  on  British  imports,  to  which  Government,  on  the 
application  of  the  Combined  Court,  have  conditionally  assented,  would  yield,  on  their  own 
snowing,  a  revenue  of  12,944/.  Thus,  then,  the  difference  between  the  civil  list  now  existing 
and  that  proposed  by  Government  will  be  covered,  all  but  the  sum  of  4,356/.,  by  the  imposi- 
tion of  a  tax,  to  levy  which  the  Combined  Court  were  not  only  unanimously  inclined,  but 
which  they  actually  remonstrated  last  year,  on  not  being  permitted  to  levy,  'thus,  then,  the 
difierence  between  one  civil  list  and  the  other,  and  the  excess,  as  estimated,  not  by  any  cal- 
culation of  my  own,  but  by  data  collected  by  the  financial  representatives  themselves — data, 
which  so  far  from  being  overstrained,  I  would,  were  it  necessary  for  my  argument,  prove 
to  be  a  moiety,  nay,  two-thirds  less  than  will  be  realized — I  say,  having  shown  by  those 
data,  that  4,356/.  IS  the  only  difference  between  the  two,  not  covered  by  the  additional 
revenue,  I  think  that  the  court  may  safely  conclude,  and  that  the  most  timid  financier  need 
be  under  no  apprehension  that  the  burden  can  be  met,  amply  met,  without  the  imposition 
of  any  tax,  save  that  which  the  court  may  impose-^a  tax  on  imported  goods. 

But,  in  order  to  make  this  court  still  more  fully  understand  my  argument,  I  will  advert  to 
the  state  of  the  colonial  chest,  as  exhibited  by  the  quarterly  returns  for  some  years  back. 
Those  returns  are  as  follow : 


First  Quarter. 


Seccmd  Quarter. 


Third  Quarter. 


Fourth  Quarter. 


1836  -  - 

1837  -  - 

1838  -  - 

1839  -  - 

1840  -  - 


s.    d. 


43,435  1  2 


£.   5.  d. 
45,450  15  10 


69,890  15  - 
77,252  -  - 


£. 

33,281 
45,145 
48,941 
50,729 


d. 
10 

7 

Hi 


£. 

44,879 
51,564 
58,778 
57,305 


d. 

H 


17     7 


Now,  I  am  aware  that  the  argument  has  usually  been  met  in  this  way,  that  the  balance  is 
not  applicable,  that  in  fact  there  is  not  a  real  balance,  for  there  are  outstanding  claims  to 
be  liquidated.  Now,  I  would  admit  that  to  be  good  in  respect  to  any  given  quarter,  but  I 
do  think  it  utterly  impossible  for  any  member  of  the  court  to  contend  that  a  revenue,  which 
is  unabsorbed  by  the  preceding  claims,  and  that  to  in  each  quarter  of  the  year,  for  a  series 
of  years,  is  insufficient  to  cover  a  sum  of  4,356/.  Nor  for  the  future  need  the  court  be 
under  any  apprehension,  that  the  state  of  the  revenue  will  be  less  favourable  than  at  present; 
on  the  contrary,  if  we  are  to  judge  fi*om  the  past,  the  very  reverse  will  be  the  case.    The 
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Govenior  I^ght  to    reyenues  derived  from  the  custom-house,  which  were  not  a  source  of  revenue  at  the  date  of 
Lord  John  Rustell,  the  passing  of  the  civil  list,  exhibit  a  steady  increase,  year  by  year.    They  amounted — 
30  April  1840.  f  •       *•     «• 
In  1336 to       4,001  17     6 

End.  1,  in  No.  19.  ]lll ^       HH    "    ' 

^  1838     -         -         -         -         -  to       9,286     -     - 

1839     -         -        -        .         nearly  to     18,000    -    - 
With  respect  to  the  colonial  duties,  they  also,  year  by  year,  show  a  great  increase.    Their 
amount  was, 

£. 
In  1836    .-....-   9,135 

1836  .-...-.  23,846 

1837  -    - 24,311 

1838  .-.-.-.  23,786 

1839  -----    nearly  23,000 

And,  in  1840,  there  will  be  added,  if  you  please,  the  proceeds  of  the  duty  on  British  goods. 
But,  I  think,  the  strongest  indication  of  the  flourishing  condition  of  our  revenue  is  shown 
by  the  financial  results  of  the  year  which  has  iust  expired,  1839,  although  the  amount  of 
colonial  produce  subject  to  taxation  was  less  than  in  1838  ;  although  there  were  no  import 
duties  then,  which  there  may  be  if  this  Court  and  the  Combined  Court  so  please  ;  although 
the  expenditure  was  increased  by  the  sum  of  30,000/.  sterling  for  immigration,  yet  the  rate 
of  taxation  on  the  planter  was  less  than  it  had  been  in  the  years  1833,  1834, 1835  and  1836. 
In  the  first  of  those  years  it  was  2|  per  cent,  then  Ig  ;  whilst  in  the  year  1839,  Ij  per  cent, 
vyas  found  sufficient.  I  am  now  speaking  of  Demerara  and  Essequibo,  for  I  am  aware  that 
the  tax-payers  of  Berbice  have  long  sustained  more  without  murmur  or  complaint.  I  say, 
then,  in  those  two  counties  m  1839  it  was  Ij  per  cent.;  and  yet,  reserving  the  30,000 Z.  for 
the  purpose  of  immigration,  holding  it  in  hand,  applicable  to  that  purpose  at  the  present 
moment,  there  still  remained  in  your  chest  on  the  31st  of  December  last,  an  unappropriated 
balance  of  27,000  Z.,  very  nearly  30,000  Z.  I  shall  now  only  say  a  few  words  in  respect  to 
the  other  officers  on  the  civil  list,  to  which  I  have  not  before  adverted.  I  am  happy  that, 
in  respect  to  that  distinguished  office,  which  is  highest  in  rank,  in  power  and  in  utility,  and 
vdth  respect  also  to  the  supreme  judicial  authorities,  the  inadequacy  of  the  existing  emolu- 
ments is  already  recognized.  With  respect  to  the  other  offices  I  shall  only  say  this,  that 
when  the  court  reflects  on  the  importance  of  the  duties  attached  to  them,  and  on  the  perfect 
ability  of  the  colony  to  sustain,  not  to  use  any  more  confident  expression,  the  provision 
which  Her  Majesty's  Government  think  reasonable,  and,  knowing  as  the  court  does,  that 
they  do  not  exceed  the  emoluments  which  similar  functionaries  some  years  ago  enjoyed, 
although  the  altered  state  of  society  has  very  considerably  increased  their  duties,  I  do  hold 
it  to  be  very  improbable  that  this  court  will  decline  to  accede  to  the  very  reasonable  pro- 
posal now  submitted  to  them ;  on  the  contrary,  I  venture  to  predict,  that  the  final  decision 
of  the  court  will  be  more  consonant  with  the  enlightened  feeling  that  befits  a  legislature, 
than  would  be  implied  by  the  rejection  of  the  proposal  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  on 
the  terms  ofiered,  in  the  permanency  of  the  provision  for  our  institutions,  in  the  sacrifices  we 
make,  in  order  to  maintain  the  judges  as  independent  and  disinterested  persons,  in  the  care 
which  is  taken  that  other  pubUc  functionaries  are  remunerated  in  proportion  to  the  respect- 
sbility  and  influence  of  their  station,  in  effectually  providing  the  means  of  dignified  usefulness 
to  the  high  and  distinguished  office  which  is  to  preside  over  and  reflate  every  public 
department,  in  fact,  by  the  wise  and  liberal  means  which  you  take  to  insure  good  govern- 
ment, "  you  will  hold  out  the  most  substantial  motives  for  an* influx  of  population  into  this 
country,  and  thereby  conduce  to  the  future  advantage  as  well  as  the  present  prosperity  of 
the  country."  With  these  observations,  and  thanking  the  court  for  the  patience  with  which 
they  have  neard  me,  I  conclude  with  moving  the  order  of  the  day  for  proceeding  to  discuss 
the  Bill  clause  by  clause. 


Enclosure  2,  in  No.  19. 
In  Combined  Court. — Mr.  Young's  Speech. 


End.  a,  in  No.  19.  \^  the  first  place,  sir,  I  deny  the  accuracy  of  the  insinuations  which  the  learned  member 
has  thrown  out  against  the  Executive  Government,  that  the  wants  of  the  colony  were 
made  subsidiary  to  the  attainment  of  increased  salaries  to  the  public  officers ;  or  at 
least  that  those  wants,  viz.  the  liquidation  of  the  Parliamentary  grant,  the  import  duty, 
and  immigration  were  brought  forward  prominently  only  when  they  could  seiTC,  as  induce- 
ments, to  procure  an  enlarged  civil  list.  With  respect  to  the  question  of  immigration, 
in  more  than  14  or  15  despatches  anterior  to  the  date  of  the  civil  list,  it  had  been 
urged  on  the  attention  of  the  Government,  and  its  mention  in  the  civil  list  despatch, 
of  which  I  was  the  bearer  to  England,  was  but  the  reiteration  of  a  subject  frequently 
brought  to  their  notice;  1  am  debarred  from  referring  to  the  despatches  themselves 
in  order  to  dispose  the  inferences  which  the  learned  member  has  drawn  from  them. 
When*  however,  those  despatches  see  the  light,  as  probably  they  will  here  or  elsewhere 
at  no  distant  period,  it  will  then  be  proved  beyona  a  doubt  that  every  measure,  calcu- 
lated to  develope  the  resources  of  the  colony,  has  ever  been  anxiously  advocated  by  the 
present   Governor.     The  next  insinuation  to  which  I   must   advert,  is   that  although 
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No.  19, 
tiie   Executive  were  but  lately  opposed  to  the  imposition  of  a  debt  on  the  colony  for  Governor  Light  to 
a  series  of  years^  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  immigration,  yet  that  in  the  case  of  an  Lord  John  Russel], 
import  duty  for  the  support  of  a  civil  list  there  was  no  such  squeamishness  felt.     Now,  sir,  30  April  1840. 

one  or  two  moments  of  reflection  might  have  served  to  show  how  little  analogy  there  is  

between  the  two  cases,  and  how  wholly  unfounded  is  the  insinuation  which  has  been  End.  2,  in  No.  ig. 
uttered ;  in  the  case  of  immigration  we  were  asked  to  saddle  the  colony  with  an  immense 
debt  for  40  years,  the  amount  of  which  was  to  be  expended  for  the  benefit  of  but  one  class 
of  the  community,  whilst  there  was  no  guarantee  that  the  tax  levied  for  the  interest  and 
redemption  of  the  loan  would  for  more  than  one  year  be  made,  even  in  part,  to  fall  on  the 
class  benefited,  but  might  be  shifted  fi-om  their  shoulders  and  imposed  on  the  people  at 
large;  whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  in  the  case  of  the  civil  list,  that  is,  the  case  the  main- 
tenance of  a  civil  government  for  the  benefit  and  protection  of  the  whole  community,  the 
tax  to  be  levied  in  aid  of  defraying  its  expense,  viz.  an  import  duty,  would  fall  on  all  and  be 
paid  by  all.  The  tax  itself  would  be  permanent  during  the  continuance  of  the  civil  list,  the 
rate  at  which  it  should  be  levied  would  be  annually  fixed,  after  ascertaining  how  more  or 
less  productive  it  had  proved.  The  next  insinuation  thrown  out  by  the  honourable  member 
was,  that  the  civil  list  had  been  sanctioned  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  on  an  ex  parte  state- 
ment, and  that  he,  too, in  his  turn  desired  to  be  heard  at  the  colonial  office.  As  illustrative, 
then,  of  the  brink  of  the  precipice  oik  which  the  honourable  and  learned  member  stated 
the  colony  to  be  placed,  1  will  read  the  following  return  of  the  produce  of  an  estate, 
which,  if  it  be  irregular  to  name,  I  will  designate  as  a  certain  estate  in  Essequibo.  During 
the  years  1831  to  1834  inclusive,  which  were  years  of  slavery,  the  average  produce  amounted 
to  488,234.  During  the  years  1835  to  1839  inclusive,  which  were  years  of  fireedom,  the 
average  produce  was  629,555,  and  in  the  year  1839  it  amounted  to  500,761.  So  much 
for  the  personal  experience  of  the  honourable  member.  Again,  sir,  supposing  that  the 
learned  member  should  present  himself  at  the  Colonial  Office  for  liie  purpose  of  being 
heard  on  the  civil  list,  he  must  take  with  him  his  own  amendment,  which  shows,  after  all, 
that  so  far  from  having  any  reason  to  reject  the  Secretary  of  State's  civil  list,  it  does 
not  difier  very  materially  from  it,  and  this  will  no  doubt  be  an  additional  reason  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  abide  by  the  civil  list,  which  on  the  duly  considered  representa- 
tions of  his  responsible  officers,  he  at  first  sanctioned.  So  much  then  for  the  plea  of 
an  ex  parte  civil  list. 

The  learned  member  upbraids  the  Government  for  placing  themselves  in  the  condi- 
tion of  deriving  a  bargain  with  the  colony ;  I  will  show  presently  what  kind  of  bargain 
it  is  which  he  desires  to  make  with  the  Home  Government ;  but  in  the  meanwhile  let 
me  observe  that  he  appears  to  be  well  aware  that  the  Government  are  independent  and 
need  not  drive  a  pecuniary  bargain,  for  he  desires  to  deprive  us  of  one  of  the  important 
sources  of  Crown  revenue.  I  allude,  sir,  to  the  surplus  .custom  duties.  I  have  no  diffi- 
dence, sir,  nor  will  I  be  guilty  of  the  affectation  of  diffidence,  in  joining  issue  with  the 
learned  member  upon  this  point.  Sir,  the  surplus  custom  duties  are  payable  imder  Acts 
of  Parliament  passed  subsequently  to  the  18  Geo.  3,  which  enacted  that  thereafter  no 
duties  should  be  levied  in  the  then  colonies,  except  for  the  regulation  of  trade,  and  that 
the  surplus  should  be  paid  to,  and  for  the  uses  of,  the  colony ;  uiat  they  should  be  so  ap- 
propriated by  the  general  assemblies  of  those  colonies,  and  that  were  no  general  assemblies 
excited,  then  the  appropriation  should  be  made  by  Her  Majesty  in  Council.  The  first  of 
these  Acts  passed  m  1822,  and  the  words  relative  to  the  appropriation  of  tiie  duties  are 
such  as  1  have  already  stated.  In  1825  another  Act  was  passea,  which  slightly  changed 
the  designation  of  the  parties  by  whom  the  appropriation  was  to  be  made ;  in  lieu  of  the 
words  "  general  assemblies,"  the  words  "  local  legislature"  were  substituted ;  and  for  the 
words  "Her  Majesty  in  Council"  were  substituted  the  words  "Commissioners  of  the 
Treasury."  Now,  sir,  with  respect  to  our  local  legislature,  whatever  honourable  members 
may  think  of  our  ancient  constitution,  I  assert  that  that  constitution  dates  not  from  the 
era  of  Runnymede,  but  from  the  year  of  Peiace  1831 ;  in  that  year  it  was  that,  under  letters 
patent,  vitality  and  permanency  was  given  to  our  local  le^slature.  Upon  this  point,  sir,  I 
may  say  that  when  in  1825  a  pretension  was  put  forth  by  this  court  to  claun  the  surplus  custom 
duties  as  due  to  the  colonial  chest,  the  council  of  the  board  of  trade  gave  it  as  his  opinion 
that  this  colony  did  not  possess  a  local  legislature  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act.  This 
opinion,  sir,  1  am  content  to  take  as  a  set-off  to  the  opinion  of  the  learned  member,  what- 
ever may  be  the  degree  of  estimation  in  which  he  holds  himself  as  a  legal  authority ;  and 
1  am  the  more  content  so  to  take  it,  for  I  find  it  to  coincide  best  with  the  common  sense 
construction  of  the  Act  of  Parliament.  Whether  the  appropriation  of  the  surplus  custom 
duties  be  vested  in  general  assemblies,  Her  Majesty  in  CJouncil,  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Treasury  or  the  locS  legislature,  I  contend  that  by  no  possible  interpretation  of  the  Act 
can  the  appropriation  be  in  the  Combined  Court,  for  it  is  not  our  local  legislature.  The 
local  legislature  consists  of  the  Governor  and  Court  of  Policy. 

And  now,  sir,  in  respect  to  the  practice  which  has  been  pursued  in  the  payment  of  these 
duties  :  the  first  payment  was  into  the  King's  chest  in  1823;  from  1824  to  1826  inclusive, 
they  were  paid  into  the  colonial  chest ;  for  with  the  generosity  which  has  ever  characterised 
the  conduct  of  the  mother  country  tovirards  the  colonies,  the  civil  government  being  suffi- 
ciently provided  for  up  to  that  time  by  the  Crown  revenues,  it  permitted  the  payment  to  the 
colonial  chest.  During  some  part  of  the  subsequent  period  which  elapsed  tietween  1827 
and  1834,  the  King's  chest  did  stand  in  need  of  funds  for  the  maintenance  of  the  civil 
government,  but  unluckily  the  interruption  of  the  trade  with  the  United  States  occasioned  a 
cessation  in  the  collection  of  these  duties,  and  hence  there  was  no  appropriation  of  them  to 
the  purposes  of  the  civil  government,  which  otherwise  necessity  would  tnen  have  required. 

404.  L  2  Again 
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No.  19. 
Governor  Light  to    Again^  sir,  when  that  commercial  intercourse  was  renewed,  viz.  1885,  the  maintenance  of  tbe 
Lord  John  Russell,  civil  government  was  provided  for  by  the  existing  civil  list,  and  that  which  teniporarily  pre- 
30  April  1840.         ceded  it.     Let,  however,  that  civil  list  expire,  and  refuse  to  make  provision  for  the  main- 

tenance  of  Government,  and  be  assured  that  not  even  48  hours  will  pass  over  your  heads  ere, 

End.  a,  in  No.  19.  if  necessary,  an  appropriation  of  these  surplus  custom  duties  to  the  support  of  Goveinment 
will  take  place.  j3e  assured  that  the  supreme  legislative  authority^  of  Her  Majes^  in 
Council  will  be  amply  sufficient  to  make  adequate  provision  for  the  civil  list  sanctionea  by 
die  Secretary  of  State ;  your  refusal  to  pass  that  civil  list  will  not  leave  the  Government 
without  provision,  although  it  will  deprive  you  of  concessions  to  your  wishes  which  would 
otherwise  have  been  made,  and  will  strip  you  of  your  privileges.  But,  sir,  I  pass  from 
these  points,  and  approach  that  which  is  the  real  obstacle  to  the  passing  of  the  civil  list 

Sir,  it  is  evident,  as  well  from  the  discussion  in  this  court,  as  from  that  which  has  occarred 
in  the  Court  of  Policy,  that  the  hesitation  to  accept  the  proposed  civil  list  is  not  attri- 
butable in  any  material  degree  to  an  improper  distribution  of  the  aggregate  amount 
amongst  the  public  officers ;  nor  is  it  owin^  to  the  largeness  of  the  total  sum  required  by  Her 
Majesty*s  Government ;  nor  to  the  inability  of  the  colonial  revenue  to  sustain  the  requisite 
expense.  The  opposition  to  the  civil  list  originates  from  the  expectations  of  several  mem- 
bers of  this  court  on  the  subject  of  immigration  not  having  been  realized  in  the  draft  immi- 
gration ordinance,  regulating  the  introduction  of  labourers  into  this  colony. 

It  appears  that  several  members  of  this  court  entertain  the  desire  which  veas  expressed  in 
an  amendment  proposed  by  an  honourable  member  in  his  place  in  the  Court  of  Policy,  that 
the  immigration  ordinance  and  the  civil  list  be  co-existent ;  that  the  two  measures  be  of 
equal  duration  ;  that  they  cease  and  determine  simultaneously.  Moreover,  the  honourable 
member  to  whom  I  allude  requires  as  a  preliminary  condition  to  the  acceptance  of  the  civil 
list,  that  the  prohibition  against  the  introduction  of  Africans  and  East  Inciians  be  expunged 
from  the  draft  immigration  ordinance. 

If,  however,  the  court  will  permit  me  to  recal  to  its  memory  the  only  principles  upon 
which,  as  it  seems  to  me,  any  government  can  lend  its  sanction  to  immigration,  it  will, 
I  think,  be  evident  that  this  question  is  altogether  insusceptible  of  the  nature  and  coudi- 
tions  and  character  of  a  bargain  ;  and  consequently  to  insist  upon  it  as  such,  or  at  present 
in  any  other  form  than  that  contained  in  the  ordinance,  is  tantamount  to  a  rejection  of 
the  civil  list,  because  of  a  refusal  to  comply  with  an  immoral,  and,  therefore,  impossible 
condition. 

The  first  principle  is,  that  the  expatiiation  of  the  immigrants  be  attended  with  unques- 
tionable advantages  to  themselves.  No  consideration  of  gain  to  their  future  employers,  nor 
of  benefit  to  the  colony  at  large,  nor  of  increased  revenue  and  commerce  to  the  mother  coun- 
try, can  be  permitted  to  prevail  against  the  plea  of  injury  to  the  emigrants.  Now,  I  trust 
the  court  will  interpret  my  position  with  candour.  I  do  not  presume  to  impute  to  them  any 
intention  of  disregarding  tnese  obvious  principles  of  justice ;  nor  am  I  asserting  that  tbie 
observance  of  them  is  incompatible  with  the  voluntary  immigration  of  Africans  and  East 
Indians  into  this  colony.  1  contend  merely  that,  admitting  these  principles  to  be  just,  it 
follows  that  neither  the  Queen  in  Council  nor  the  local  legislature  snould  divest  themselves 
of  the  power  to  arrest  tbe  tide  of  emigration,  if  those  principles  be  violated  in  this  country 
or  in  that  from  whence  the  emigrants  nave  embarked.  Yet^  should  the  immigratiou  ordir 
nance  be  irrevocable  during  the  continuance  of  the  civil  list,  the  violation  of  these  principles 
of  justice  would  remain  unchecked  during  the  life  of  Her  Majesty,  or  at  least  for  a  perioa  of 
21  years. 

In  requiring  an  express  enactment  to  secure  immigration  during  the  period  of  tbe  civO 
list,  you  are  seeking  what  no  British  minister  could  ^ant,  and  whicn,  as  be  valued  his  own 
character  and  reputation,  or  the  dearer  honour  of  his  country,  he  would  not  dare  to  grant 
Such  a  proposition  might  indeed  be  made  to  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  or  to  any  other  trafficker  in 
human  flesn,  but  not  to  a  British  minister.  Expeneiice  of  the  effects  of  immigration  upon 
the  people  introduced  into  the  colony  is  necessary,  in  order  to  justify  the  continued  pennis- 
sion  to  recruit  our  population  by  means  of  an  influx  of  strangers. 

Let  me  put  an  extreme  case,  and  when  discussing  such  a  subject  as  this,  relating  as  it 
does  to  the  weal  or  woe  of  our  fellow  creatures,  an  extreme  case  should  be  permitted  to 
enter  into  our  consideration.  If  during  any  given  12  months  the  thousands  who  may  have 
flocked  to  our  shores  should  find  the  cost  of  lodging  and  clothing  exorbitant,  food  scarce, 
wages  low,  and  disease  rampant  through  the  land,  and  medical  aid  inaccessible  or  contrary 
to  all  probability ;  should  they  find  the  stipendiary  magisti-ates  inefiectual  for  their  protec- 
tion ;  their  hard-earned  property  insecure,  or  frittered  away  by  unequal  and  oppressive  taxa- 
tion ;  and  even  the  wants  of  their  moral  nature  unsupplied,  destitute  of  instruction  for  the 
mind,  and  of  access  to  the  ordinances  of  that  religion  which  is  at  once  consolation  and  hope 
to  the  soul ;  think  you,  that  when  in  a  British  Parliament  their  wrongs  should  be  recounted 
and  their  sufferings  portrayed — think  you  that  the  minister  would  be  able  to  mitigate  the 
horror  excited  by  such  a  description,  by  pleading  that  he  had  received  a  pecuniary  consi- 
deration— a  civil  list,  and  that  so  long  as  it  continued  to  be  punctually  paid,  so  far  from 
being  empowered  to  diminish  the  misery  or  prevent  its  recuiTence,  the  conditions  of  his 
bargain  compelled  him  to  permit  new  victims  to  be  annually  procured.  To  imagine  that 
a  British  minister,  in  exchange  for  a  pecuniary  consideration,  would  divest  himself  for  a 
stated  number  of  years  of  the  power  to  interpose  for  the  relief  of  suffering  humanity;  that 
he  would  covenant  not  only  to  be  an  unmoved  spectator  of  multitudes  of  strangers,  of  fellow 
mortals,  pining  away  in  a  British  colony  in  wretched  disappointment ;  but  that  he  would 
also,  under  the  same  pecuniary  congi deration,  permit  a  further  accumulation   of  misery 
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during  a  series  of  years,  is  an  idea  so  monstrous,  that  no  sooner  is  it  presented  to  he  mind  Governor' Light  to 
than  it  is  cast  from  it  with  indignation  and  horror.  Lord  John  Russell^ 

Power  to  remedy  and  prevent  injurious  consequences  to  the  emigrants,  however  unlikely  30  April  1840. 

such  evils  are  to  ensue,  cannot  be  bartered  away ;  this  it  is  which  precludes  immigration 

from  entering  as  one  of  the  conditions  into  an  irrevocable  bargain,  and,  in  this  view  of  the  £|icl.  3,  in  No.  ig» 
case,  the  co-existence  of  the  immigration  ordinance,  with  the  civil  listordinance,  cannot  be  made 
a  matter  of  express  legislative  stipulation.  The  perpetuity  of  the  immigration  we  desire,  and 
I  trust  and  hope  that  I  now  utter  the  unanimous  sentiments  of  this  court,  can  only  be  gua- 
ranteed, not  by  the  letters  of  the  law,  but  by  its  beneficial,  operation  in  reference  first  and 
principally  to  the  persons  to  whom  we  hold  forth  temptations  to  repair  to  this  country. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  no  just  ground  for  fearing  that  immigration  on  an  exten- 
sive scale  will  not  take  place  to  this  colony.  It  is  true  that  we  are  not  permitted,  at  the 
present  moment,  to  introduce  labourers  from  the  two  countries  from  whence  they  are  to  be 
procured  in  the  greatest  numbers,  and  where  from  similarity  of  climate  they  are  to  be  found 
of  the  most  suitable  description.  Yet,  in  the  case  of  India,  it  is  not  to  be  denied  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  has  had  more  than  suflEicient  apparent  cause  to  deem  the  immigration  of 
the  labourers  has  been  disastrous  to  themselves,  and  hence  the  .principles  to  which  I  have 
before  adverted  compelled  him  to  interpose. 

But  can  any  member  of  this  court,  or  any  rational  man  in  any  part  of  the  world,  soberly 
and  calmly  entertain  an  idea  that  a  British  minister  would  permit,  because  of  a  pecuniary 
consideration,  an  intercourse  to  be  renewed  which  he  believes  to  have  produced  cruel  effects  ? 
or  think  you  that  the  refusal  of  a  civil  list  for  the  maintenance  of  an  efficient  government,  for 
the  support  of  an  independentmagistracy,  for  the  protection  of  labour,  will  eiuiibit  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  ruling  powers  in  this  community  in  such  a  light  as  will  convince  the  minister 
that  ignorant  foreigners  may  safely  trust  themselves  in  a  society  in  which  the  educated  and 
influential  classes  thus  unreasonably  act  ? 

Be  assured  that  it  is  fruitless  to  attempt  to  extort  by  threats  of  a  refusal  to  pass  the  civil 
list,  or  by  the  bribery  of  a  large  civil  list,  the  advantage  which  you  seek.  The  attempt  will 
fail;  the  consec^uences  of  malung  such  an  attempt  would  cover  you  with  utter  confusion. 
Accept  an  immigration  ordinance  which  sanctions  an  annual  appropriation  of  the  public 
funds  to  the  introduction  of  labourers,  whose  principles,  based  on  justice,  are  immutable ; 
tmd  in  order  to  obtain  the  removal  of  those  restrictions  which  form  not  the  rule  but  the 
temporary  exceptions  of  the  ordinance,  point  to  your  code  of  laws,  to  your  orders  in  council, 
to  your  stipendiary  magistrates,  to  the  power  and  authority  of  your  civil  government,  to  the 
altered  and  improved  system  imder  which  the  labourers  are  to  be  introduced ;  point  to  these 
irrefragable  proofs  that  protection  for  person  and  property,  the  poor  man's  person  and  the 
poor  man's  property,  the  wants  of  men  as  respects  this  world,  and  the  cravings  of  their 
moral  nature  after  a  higher  destiny,  are  amply  provided  for  in  the  civil  and  reUpous  esta- 
blishments which  you  are  now  called  upon  to  place  on  a  permanent  footing.  Kespond  to 
this  call  cheerfully  and  liberally ;  let  it  not  be  wrung  from  you  reluctantly,  and  fear  not  the 
result  of  the  appeal  in  your  turn.  Labourers  will  resort,  and  Government  must  permit  their 
resort  where  such  advantages^  are  to  be  found,  especially  when  conjoined  with  an  inexhaus- 
tibly fertile  and  almost  boundless  extent  of  soil.  Let  neighbouring  colonies  justly  fear  a 
want  of  population ;  their  prosperity  as  an  exporting  country  ever  was  fieictious,  mamtained 
by  human  devices ;  an  impoverished  soil  and  scanty  territory  required  the  aopllances  of 
-slavery  to  force  from  it  a  reluctant  return.  In  these  days  of  freedom,  in  vain  will  the  endea- 
vour to  fetter  vrith  cobweb  laws  the  people  who  desire  to  repair  to  a  country  where  their  in- 
dustry will  meet  with  a  better,  reward.  Upon  this  point  I  entertain  not  the  feeUngs  of  a  native 
of  Tortola;  I  am  for  the  benefit  of  my  fellow-creatures  wherever  they  are  to  be  found,  and  I 
ivill  not  confine  them  to  one  spot  if  they  can  better  themselves  in  another.  This  country  is 
blessed  by  Providence  with  great  natural  advantages.  I  hope  the  impolicy  of  its  legislature 
will  not  frustrate  these  advantages,  I  sincerely  desire  its  prosperity.  I  have  lived  long 
enough  in  it  to  desire,  not  only  the  maintenance  of  its  present  prosperity,  but  its  vast  ex- 
tension. The  difierence  of  opinion  which  I  have  the  misfortune  to  think  exists  between 
honorable  members  and  myself,  is  not  as  relates  to  the  necessity  or  advantage  of  immigra- 
tion,— ^we  differ  merely  as  to  the  best  mode  of  attaining  this  desideratum.  You  think  the 
refusal  of  a  civil  list  will  force  from  Government  a  compliance  with  your  demands ;  I  am 
persuaded  that  this  result  cannot  by  any  possibility  be  effected  by  such  means. 


—  N0.2O.— 

(No.  55.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell 

Government  House,  Demerara,  - 
My  Lord,  30  April  1840.  No.  20. 

I  WAS  unwilling  to  take  notice  in  my  preceding  despatch  of  any  matter  not  Governor  Light  to 
tearing  directly  on  the  details  of  my  proceedings  with  resfard  to  the  civil  list.   Loru  John  Russell, 
Your  Lordship  will  find  in  the  amendment  introduced  by  IVlr.  Arrindell  a  pro-  3oApnii84o. 
posal  to  place  the  parochial  clergy  on  the  civil  list ;  this  was  originally  proposed 
by  Mr.  Rose  in  the  Court  of  Policy,  and  although  it  was  an  unusual  proposi- 
tion, yet  I  did  not  feel  disposed  to  combat  an  offer  which  gave  stability  to  the 
provisions  for  the  clergy,  and  withdrew  them  from  the  caprice  of  the  Combined 
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Court, — a  caprice  which  at  a  previous  session  had  menaced  a  reduction  of  the 

^ salaries  to  future  ministers  of  religion. 

^^  The  civil  list  thus  proposed  by  the  Combined  Court,  notwithstanding  the 

reductions  of  the  salaries  of  the  public  officers,  is  by  the  addition  of  the  clergy 
made  to  exceed  the  civil  list  proposed  to  them.  I  give  all  due  credit  to  the  pro- 
posal, and  would  not  have  rejected  it,  though  I  am  not  quite  convinced  of  the 
necessity  of  the  clergy  being  introduced  into  the  civil  list ;  such  great  ameliora- 
tions  may  be  made  in  the  condition  of  society  in  the  next  21  years,  that  it 
may  hereafter  be  found  more  convenient  for  the  parishes  themselves  to  provide 
for  their  clergy. 

I  made  a  short  minute,  which  I  have  the  honour  to  annex,  respecting  the 
archdeacon,  and  6002.  per  annum  were  agreed  to  on  the  conditions  of  my 
minute.  I  shall  not,  however,  introduce  the  clergy  on  the  civil  list  I  am  about 
to  terminate  in  the  Court  of  Policy,  confining  myself  entirely  to  my  original 
proposal. 

I  have,  fcc. 
(signed)  Henry  Light. 


Enclosure  in  No.  20. 


Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  ProceediDgs  of  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  P<^icy  of 
the  Colony  of  British  Guiana,  at  its  adjourned  Assembly,  held  at  the  Guiana  PuWic 
Buildings,  Geoigetown,  Demerara^  Wednesday,  15  April  1840. 

(After  PrayeiB.) 
Eucl.  in  No.  3o.  Xjje  Governor  directed  the  Cc^lowmg  minute  respecting  the  salary  of  the  archdeacon  to 

be  recorded. 

The  Governor  is  desirous  of  drawing  the  attention  of  the  court  to  a  subject  connected 
with  the  new  civil  list,  which  would  have  been  withheld  had  not  an  honourable  member  in- 
cluded the  parochial  cleigy  on  the  new  civil  list  imder  discussion. 

This  province  was  fora^d  into  an  ardideaconry  of  the  Church  of  England,  by  consent  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  on  an  nn<ferstanding  that  certain  reductions  to  the  amoimt  of 
1,000  Z.  should  be  made  in  the  salaries  of  the  existing  archdeaconries  of  the  Leeward  and 
Windward  Islands  as  vacancies  occurred,  to  be  appropriated  (or  the  archdeacon  of  British 
GKiiana.  One  vacancy  did  occur,  and  500  /.  was  given  to  the  present  archdeacon  of  the  jho- 
vince.  It  cannot  be  believed  that  this  appointment  is  any  thmg  but  honorary  to  him ;  nor 
would  the  additional  500/.,  when  the  vacancy  of  the  Windward  Islands  places  another 
500/.  at  the  disposal  of  the  bishop,  suffice  to  cover  the  various  expenses  to  wnidi  an  arch- 
deacon must  be  subject.  The  Governor  has  the  consent  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  jm>pose 
that  the  sum  of  500 1.  be  placed  on  the  new  civil  Ust  in  favour  of  the  archdeaconry,  which,  with 
the  1,000/.  ultimately  to  be  granted  by  the  bishop,  will  raise  the  salary  of  the  archdeacon 
of  this  province  to  that  of  the  other  two  archdeacons ;  it  cannot  be  said  tnat  such  an  increase 
is  excessive ;  it  is  left  to  your  deUberation. 

(A  true  extract) 

(signed)        H.  E.  F.  Young,  Secretary. 
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COPIES  or  Extracts  of  the  Earl  o£Aberdetus 
Despatches  to  tlie  Governor  ol British  Gaunta^ 
dated  Ist  March  1835,  relative  to  the  ProvuioD 
of  a  Civil  List  for  that  Colony:  Also,  of  iny 
Despatches  addressed  by  Lord  JokH  Rvstdi  tn 
the  Governor  of  Btitish  Guiana  relative  to  the 
J  Provision  of  a  Civil  List;  together  with  any 

Correspondence  that  may  have  ariseo  UMceoiu 


{Mr.  Vernon  Smith.) 


Ordered,  by  The  Home  of  Commoos,  to  he  Prim§ed, 

as  June  1840. 


[Pnce  10  rf.] 


404. 


Under  l^pz^ 
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RETURN  to  an  Addrsss  of  the  Honourable  The  House  of  Commons, 
dated  6  March  1840;— ^r, 

COPY  of,  or  ExtRACTs  from,  the  Memorial  of  Mr.  Schomburgk,  who  lately  explored  the 

Interior  o(  British  Guiana,  under  the  directions  of  the  Geographical  Society  of  London, 

addressed  to  the  Governor  of  that  Colony,,  and  laid  before  the  Court  of  Policy  at  Dane- 

rara  on  the  Ist  day  of  July  1839,  relative  to  the  grounds  of  the  Claim  advanced  by  the 

State  of  Venezuela  to  that  Portion  of  British  Guiana  situated  between  the  Rivers  Orinoco 

and  Morocco  on  tfie  West,  and  to  the  Claimof  the  Brazilian  Government  to  that  Portion 

lying  between  the  .EwegrttiJo-arid  the  Rio  Bronco  <m  the  South  and  West:— Also,  a  Copy  of, 

or  Extracts  from^  any  Despatches  received  by  Her  Majesty's  Government,  relative  to  the 

^  luYasiwi,  in -1838;  of  that  Portion  of  British  Gidan^  lying  on  the  Eastern  Side  of  the  River 

Tacutu,  by  a  Detadunent  of  Brazilian  Militifi^under  the  Command  of  Senhor  Duarte,  and 

I  tlm  forcible  Deportation  into  Slavery  ef  a  Body  of  Indians  residing  under  the  Protection  of 

^  Great  Britain,  on  the  Pretext  of  Impressment  for  the  Brazilian  Navy ;  and  the  Dispersion 

i  in  lS39^hy  SL  Brazilian  Force  under  Senhor  Padro  Ayres,  of  the  Protestant  Mission  under 

the  Auspices  of  the  Church  Missionary  Society  o{  En^fland,  established  at  Pirara^K 

J  ViBag^  of  the  Mqeusilnddsws,  within  the  X^mitory  of  British  Guiana. 

'  ^  *  '  -  *  ^  •  % ^ it fc      ,. ,   h  ■     ,    ^ 

^^"^"^^fM'aJ^^r®"**^}  -  R.V5BN0N  SMITH. 


(Mr.  Emerson  Tennent.) 


Ordered,  by  The  House  of  Commons,  to  be  PruUed^ 
11  J/dEy  1840. 
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No.  1. — Extract  of  a  Deqpatch  from  GoveriKV  light  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated  Cleorge  Town, 
DemeRura,  17. December  i838«    (Tbrieie  Eudoiuret)    •        •        *        •        -      Pk  .  3 

No*  2«-»Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Grovemor  Light  to  Lord  Glendgy  dated  Governor's  Residence^ 

Dctmerar^i  9  January  1839.    (One  Enclosure)      -       -        -       -       -       -p.10 

*^ 
No.  3h— Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  the  Marquess  of  Normanbj  to  Governor  Light,  dated  Doiming- 

streety  la  March  1839        -       -        -       -        .       •        .        .        -        •      p^  12 

No.  4.— Extract  oi  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Light  to  the  Marquess  of  Normanby,  dated 
Govemor^s  Residence^  Demerara^  15  July  1839*    (Obe  Enclosure)         -  .     -      p.  12 

No.  6. — Extract  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  John  Russell  to  Governor  Light,  dated  Downing-street, 
33  April  1840.  (Two  Enclosures)      -       - •p.'in 

Map       -*.--•...• at  the  end. 
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(No.  105.)  _No.  1.— 

EicTRAOT  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Zighi  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated  George  BitmsH  guuna. 
Town,  Demerara,  17  December  1838.  _— 

I  TOOK  the  earliest  opportunity  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Court  of  Policy'  j^^^  j 
to  the  aborigines  of  these  regions.  I  readme  accompanying  printed  minute  at 
the  sitting  of  Thursday  last,  preluding  my1%)plication  in  favour  of  the  Indians 
with  obserrations  and  opinions  on  the  altered  condition  of  society  here,  which, 
though  expressed  freely,  will,  I  trust,  not  be  considered  by  your  Lordship  incon- 
siderate :  the  minute  is  to  be  taken  into  consideration  to-day.  I  should  have 
waited  the  result  but  for  the  departure  of  a  vessel  for  London  early  this  after- 
tioon,  and  for  the  receipt  of  despatches  from  Mr.  Schomburgk,  employed  by  the 
Geographical  Society  in  the  inteiior  of  this  and  other  provinces  of  South 
America.  I  have  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  his 
letter  to  mjrself,  as  also  a  copy  of  a  letter  he  has  written  to  Mr.  F.  Buxton, 
applying  to  him  to  exert  himself  in  favour  of  the  aborigines.  I  consider  it  my 
duty  to  put  your  Lordship  in  immediate  possession  of  the  information  conveyed 
to  Mr.  Buxton,  it  being  sent  to  me  as  an  official  docuiinent.  I  wai^  glad  to  re- 
ceive it,  as  it  tallied  with  my  own  opinion  as  to  the  possibility  of  redaiming 
these  unfortunate  wanderers,  and  not  the  less  pleased  that  Mr.  Schomburgk's 
despatches  arrived  yesterday,  three  days  after  my  minute  to  the  Court  of  Policy, 
which  was  the  residt  of  your  Lordship's  private  communication  to  me  on  the 
same  subject. 

Your  Lordship  is  aware  that  at  Pirara,  on  the  river  of  that  name,  on  the  con- 
fines of  Brazil  (Lat  3*  38),  there  is  a  missionary  named  Youd,  sent  by  the 
Church  Missionary  Society,  who  it  appears  has  collected*  about  200  Indians 
about  him  ;  those  were  already  beginning  to  assume  some  appearance  of  civili- 
zation ;  the  establishment  was  menaced  by  armed  bodies  of  Brazilians,  under  the 
pretence  of  pressing  for  the  Brazilian  navy,  but  in  reality  to  make  them  slaves ; 
the  British  flag  and  the  interference  of  Mr.  Schomburgk  saved  them;  but 
he  details  other  depredations,  which  evidently  prove  the  lawless  character  of  the 
oppressors  and  the  unprotected  state  of  our  mission.  I  shall  take  on  myself  to 
write  to  the  British  resident  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  to  exert  his  influence  in 
it»  favour.  Our  right  to  the  spot  being  disputed,  as  our  limits  do  not  seem  to 
be  well  deflned,  the  suggestion  to  define  those  limits  ought  not  to  be  left  to 
a  private  individual,  but  emanate  from  the  proper  quarter. 


Enclosure  1,  in  No.  1. 

Thb  Governor,  rising,  said, — Gentlemen,  having  disposed  of  samaiiy  petitions,  I  wiH  now  gn^^  ^  j,  ^^^  ,^ 
trouble  you  with  one  of  my  own,  and  I  particularly  request  your  attention  to  die  latter  part         *   ' 
ofit:— 

'^  Whilst  the  social  system  remained  unsettled,  little  ^j^ntion  could  be  afibrded,  or 
perhaps  could  be  expected  to  be  given,  to  those  districts  not  immediately  in  cultivation  of  tbe 
staple  produce.  We  have  passed  now  from  coerced  labour  to  a^state  of  freedom;  and  we 
know  that  our  population  is  infinitely  below  the  wants  of  the  colony,  whose  immense 

288^  A  2  resources 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 

BEinsH  GUIANA,  resources  can  only  be  developed  by  labour;  we  must  therefore  neglect  nothing  which  e^en 
.       at  a  remote  period  may  tend  to  that  deyelopment. 

*'  We  find  by  the  reports  of  the  superintendents  of  rivers  and  creeks,  there  is  a  thinly- 
scattered  population  on  the  banks  of  the  rivers  and  creeks,  who  are  gathering  a  bare  sub« 
sistence  from  irregular  labour — settled,  it  is  true,  but  of  whom  some  are  living  as  it  were  on 
the  verge  of  barbarism,  without  schools,  chapels,  or  any  of  the  advantages  of  civilized  life^ 
contributing  little  or  nothing  to  the  advancement  of  the  colony,  with  neither  energy  nor 
character  displayed  in  the  parents,  and  it  follows,  of  course,  that  little  can  be  ^pected  firom 
the  children* 

^*  If  freedom  is  to  be  accompanied  with  the  power  of  returning  at  pleasure  to  the  habits  of 
uncivilized  life,  the  boon  you  have  lately  granted  is  useless ;  I  will  go  even  further,  1  say  it 
is  a  curse ;  man  must  be  subject  to  discipline  of  body  and  soul ;  he  must  be  restrained  by 
religious  as  well  as  moral  ties ;  he  must  feel  that  he  is  part  of  a  great  community,  and  that 
the  combined  efforts  of  all  are  required  to  entitle  all  to  the  protection  of  the  laws,  and  to  the 
advantages  which  freedom,  rightly  enjoyed,  affords. 

"  In  days  of  coercion,  the  labourer's  utmost  hope  was  to  procure  his  manumission — it 
was  after  years  of  toil,  when  youth  perhaps  wiA  gone;  the  slave  had  become  free,  but 
the  energy  of  life  had  passed  away.  There  are  few  instances  of  such  manumissions  proving 
beneficial  to  the  parties  concerned;  they  had  still  to  labour  in  their  various  callings,  and 
were  fortunate  if,  in  old  age,  they  had  not  to  regret  the  protection  of  the  masters  to  whom 
they  were  originally  slaves. 

''  We  have  only  to  look  back  a  few  years  to  ascertain  the  progress  that  has  been  made  in 
this  colony  towards  civilization.  Instruction  is  now  sought;  we  see  respect  to  all  the 
outward  forms  of  religion  in  all — in  many  a  desire  to  be  guided  by  its  influence — in  some  a 
deep  sense  of  its  necessity ;  new  wants  have  arisen,  self-respect  has  developed  itself,  the 
luxuries  of  life  have  found  their  way  to  the  meanest  hut;  but,  from  the  facilities  of  production 
in  the  soil,  the  very  nature  of  man  m  this  cUmate  will,  if  care  be  not  taken,  lead  him  to  sloth, 
or  to  be  contented  with  that  labour  whicbiSuffices  for  mere  subsistence. 

*^  To  encourage  the  idea  that  all  can  attain  wealth,  or  that  all  should  be  possessed  of  land» 
without  the  means  of  bringing  it  into  cultivation,  would  be  to  raise  fietlse  notions  of  the  attri* 
butes  of  freedom. 

"  The  young  of  the  present  day  are  beginning  their  career  where  their  fathers  have  nearly, 
terminated  theu*  own;  bom  free,  or  educated  under  the  impression  they  would  be  free;  taught 
that  their  rights  are  respected ;  and  that  by  industry,  if  wealth  be  not  their  portion,  yet  they 
may  secure'  themselves  from  want  in  youth  and  old  age,  and  even  have  enjoyments  to  which 
the  poor  labourer  of  the  mother  country  cannot  aspire.  The  rising  generation  here  have  the 
same  chances  of  advancement  as  their  white  brethren  in  Europe ;  the  labourer  may  become 
bailiff  of  overseer;  his  son,  from  the  savings  of  the  father,  miay  be  enabled  to  acquire  land  ;. 
success  following  his  industrjr,  he  brings  more  land  into  profitable  cultivation  ;  his  descend* 
ants  9iay  assume  a  new  position  in  society. 

*^  Trade  or  mechanical  professions  present  more  flattering  chances ;  the  latter  more  eagerly, 
sought  perhaps  than  the  cultivation  of  the  soil.  Here,  indeed,  success  may  result  in  the  first 
generation,  but  it  presumes  that  a  tradesman  begins  hfe  with  some  capital  to  defray  the 
expense  of  the  first  stock  in  trade ;  or  if  a  mechanic  or  artisan,  he  has  some  peculiar  excel- 
lence or  good  foitune  in  his  calling  that  raise  him  from  the  journeyman  to  the  master  work- 
man, directing  and  paying  those  out  of  whose  ranks  he  has  emerged ;  yet  how  few  may  be 
said  to  have  obtained  wealth ! 

^^  In  the  meantime,  the  earth  must  be  cultivated,  without  which  neither  trade  nor  calling 
are  of  any  value.  Here,  the  nature  of  the  colony  requires  combined  labour,  and  without 
whicli  it  would  be  an  unproductive  marsh ;  for,  granting  that  the  scattered  population  of  the 
interior  were  to  descend,  and  be  located  on  the  cultivated  estates,  and  that  these  were 
divided  amongst  the  new  comers  and  the  resident  labourers,  each  having  his  portion  to 
cultivate  at  his  own  pleasure,  we  know  what  the  condition  of  the  labourers  would  be  at  the 
end  of  two  or  three  years ;  we  should  have  a  wretched,  squalid,  half  barbarous  race,  useless 
to  society,  unable  to  command,  unfit  to  obey;  they  would  be  surrounded  with  swamps,  their 
« condition  daily  deteriorating,  till  at  last  they  would  have  to  return  to  savage  life. 

^^  T  make  these  remarks,  because  there  have  been  some  visionary  schemes  afloat,  and 
others  doubtless  will  follow,  for  raising  the  condition  of  the  labourer,  by  a  sort  of  raiL-road 
velocity,  before  he  is  prepared  for  it.  We  are  called  on  not  only  to  consider  the  present,  but 
the  future ;  not  only  the  present  happiness  of  the  new  freeman,  but  the  future  welfare  of  his 
descendants. 

"  We  have  a  trust  in  our  hands  with  which  we  must  not  trifle ;  we  must  endeavour  to  con- 
centrate population,  which  should  only  expand  in  regular  circle  or  progression ;  it  is  the 
prelude  to  the  stability  of  the  prosperity  of  this  colony,  to  whose  prospective  advancement 
we  must  turn  our  attention. 

''  The  facilities  afforded  to  applicants  for  land  brought  little  or  no  evil  result  so  long  as 
labour  was  coerced ;  the  future  was  not  considered;  but  it  would  be  absurd  to  be  conveying 
thousands  of  acres  into  the  tends  of  persons  who,  earning  a  precarious  livelihood,  will 
contribute  nothing  to  the.statei.\vho,  out  of  the  pale  of  society,  and  from  the  very  quality 
of  their  possessions,  were  led  to  incline  more  to  the  habits  of  the  Indians  than  to  civilized 
life. 

"This' 
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^^  This  must  be  checked :  if  persons  without  capital  will  consider  themselves'  entitled  to  BRITISH  GUIANA^ 

demand  land^  let  them  not  possess  it  without  such  restrictions  as  shall  induce  them  to  pause        ■> 

before  they  quit  the  more  densely-peopled  regions  for  the  interior.    The  rich,  the  poor,  the 
mechanic,  tradesman,  labourer,  are  all  interested  in  their  generations  that  this  colony  should 
flourish,  should  be  redeemed  from  nature  as  its  wants  req^uire;  for  God  has  placed  us  here,        » 
that  the  earth  should  now  and  hereafter  bring  forth  her  fruits,  *  good  for  the  service  of  man,' 
and  not  to  be  subjected  to  waste  under  the  hands  of  its  possessors. 

"  The  man  who  chooses  to  live  the  life  of  a  savage,  and  yet  expects  to  have  the  protection 
afforded  through  the  industry  of  others,  should  be  made  in  some  way  or  other  to  contribute  his 
full  portion  to  entitle  him  to  that  protection.  The  squatter  should  be  forced  to  keep  up 
roads  in  proportion  to  his  acres — should  be  taxed  according  to  his  acres ;  he  will  then  find 
his  possessions  not  so  desirable  ;  he  will  be  disposed  to  return  to  society ;  the  circle  will  be 
restrained,  and  our  population  be  less  scattered. 

"  I  now  come  to  the  main  purport  of  my  address.  We  are  possessors,  de  facto j  of  the  soil : 
what  are  we  doing  for  the  poor  remnants  of  those  who  once  ranged  over  it  in  full  supremacy  ? 
By  the  reports  of  Mr.  Crighton,  drawn  up  witjj^  an  accuracy  and  method  that  cannot  be  too 
highly  praised,  it  appears  the  number  of  Indians  below  the  Falls  of  Essequibo,  on  the 
rivers  and  creeks,  not  including  those  of  the  Morocco  and  Pomeroon,  amounts  to  680.  On 
those  of  the  two  last,  with  their  tributaries,  the  number  is  supposed  to  amount  to  1,700«  « 
Let  un  take  this  amount  as  that  of  the  Indians  who  from  time  to  time  approach  our  culti- 
vated regions,  on  the  other  rivers  and  creeks  of  British  Guiana.  Many  of  the  Pomeroon^ 
Morocco  and  Essequibo  Indians  are  contributing  by  labour  on  wood-cutting  and  other 
establishments  to  administer  to  the  wants  of  the  colony ;  they  are  acquiring,  slowly  indeed, 
habits  of  civilized  life,  and  were  greater  efforts  made  in  their  behalf,  we  might  hereafter  find 
them,  or  their  descendants,  a  valuable  addition  to  our  population. 

"  We  used  these  people  as  auxiliaries — they  were  i^seful  and  faithful ;  we  made  them 
presents,  often  misapplied,  too  often  baneful ;  their  iii|2uence  brought  much  larger  numbers 
of  Indians  than  at  present  are  within  our  borders — it  is  evident,  if  some  equally  powerful 
motive  were  presented,  they  would  again  appear.  We  owe  them  a  debt ;  let  us  endeavour 
to  repay  it  in  a  useful  way  to  ourselves,  but  let  it  be  beneficial  to  a  fallen  race. 

"  We  find  that  many  of  the  Indians  do  attend  places  of  worship  within  their  reach ;  that 
but  for  want  of  the  means  of  subsistence  for  their  families,  many  children  would  be  sent 
r^ularly  to  the  schools  in  connexion  with  those  places  of  worship ;  that  a  desire  for  clothing 
evinces  itself;  that  instruction  is  sought, even  by  adults;  and  the  best  omen  in  favour  of 
their  being  susceptible  of  civilization  is,  that  some  families  are  desirous  of  obtaining  grants 
of  land  for  cultivation;  I  shall  consider  the  best  means  of  repelling  abuse  of  such  grants^ 
hut  at  the  same  time  I  feel  confident  that  others  will  follow  the  example,  and  we  may  hope 
that  the  wanderer  may  be  at  last  reclaimed ;  the  race  will  then  increase,  rather  than 
diminish;  instead  of  precarious  livelihood,  obtained  by  hunting  and  fishing,  habits  of 
industry  will  be  strengthened,  which  will  induce  new  wants ;  these  once  raised,  die  progres- 
sive advancement  in  society  is  secured. 

*'  On  the  Corantyne  river  there  was  formerly  a  Moravian  missionary,  and  his  memory  id 
still  revered  by  the  Indians,  400  of  whom  may  still  be  numbered  between  the  extreme  parts 
of  the  Corentyn  and  Canje  rivers ;  were  there  a  missionary  at  either  of  these  points,  one 
also  on  the  Berbice  river,  and  another  in  addition  to  those  already  in  Essequibo,  with  resi- 
dence for  the  missionary,  with  chapel,  school  and  a  buck  logic  for  the  first  comers,  there 
would  probably  be  an  immediate  change  in  the  condition  of  tbese  people.  I  again  repeat, 
we  owe  them  a  debt,  and  we  must  not  be  niggardly  for  the  prospective  good;  these  expenses  ' 
must  be  paid  by  the  colony ;  the  subject  has,  1  trust,  been  already  laid  before  the  Church 
Missionary  Society,  at  my  request ;  and  I  have  no  doubt,  if  I  can  promise  aid  from*  the 
colony,  proper  persons  will  be  sent  out,  fitted  by  education  and  strengthened  by  zeal,  to 
underUuie  the  task  required. 

^*  So  long  as  the  idle  and  dissolute  know  there  is  a  race  of  beings  near  them  subsisting 
without  regular  labour,  so  long  will  there  be  an  inducement  to  such  a  life.  The  settlement 
of  one  Indian  tribe  will  invite  that  of  others,  may  even  bring  down  the  tribes  from  above 
the  Falls,  and  we  shall  hereafter  be  without  the  example  of  the  wild  Indian,  presenting  the 
charm  to  the  idle  negro  of  a  wandering  life  in  the  woods. 

"  We  have  till  lately  legislated  for  the  benefit  of  a  small  portion  of  the  community ;  we 
have  a  more  enlarged  duty  to  perform — we  must  think  of  the  future,  adding  strength  to  the 
colony  by  such  measures  as  may  improve  its  resources,  increase  its  population,  and  prove     • 
that  we  think  the  wealth  of  the  individual  best  secured  by  the  general  prosperity  of  the 
whole. 

'*  I  have  trespassed  long  on  your  attention ;  the  subject  appears  to  be  important.  I  trust 
I  shall  be  excused  in  having  thus  brought  it  before  you." 

This  being  now  before  you,  it  may  be  taken  into  consideration  either  now  or  at  another 
time,  and  the  best  be  done  with  it  that  you  can  think  of. 

-  ^ 
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Enclosure  2,  in  No.  1. 


Sir,  Fort  San  Joaauim  do  Rio  Branco,  18  September  1838. 

End.  3,  in  No.  i.  .  Conformable  to  the  instractions  received  from  the  Royal  Geographical  Society,  when 
intrusted  with  the  command  of  an  expedition  in  the  interior  of  Guiana,  to  ''keep  his  Excel- 
lency the  Governor  of  British  Guiana,  for  the  time  being,  properly  informed  of  the  advance 
and  proceedings  of  the  expedition ;''  and  as  the  melancholy  news  of  the  sudden  death  of  the 
late  and  much  lamented  Sir  James  Carmichael  Smyth  has  reached  me,  I  have  now  the 
honour  to  address  the  exalted  person  who  represents  Her  Majesty  in  British  Guiana,  luid  to 
inform  your  Excellency  of  my  proceedings  in  general,  since  1  reported  my  success,  of  having 
discovered  the  sources  of  the  Essequibo,  and  nailed  the  British  union  to  one  of  the  trees 
which  surrounded  it. 

At  the  approach  of  the  rainy  season,  at  the  commencement  of  this  year,  I  selected  tl^- 
Brazilian  fortress  San  Joaquun,  on  the  river  Branco  (Lat.  8'  1'  46"  N.,  Lone.  60*  8'  W.), 
for  our  winter  <}uarters,  and  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  civilities  whicn  we  received 
from  the  Brazilian  authorities.  The  comman4er  of  civil  and  military  affairs  of  the  Upper 
Amazon,  at  Manoas,  had  deputed  Senhor  Pedro  Ay  res  to  welcome  the  expedition  on  their 
arrival  at  the  Brazilian  boundary,  and  to  afford  such  aid  and  assistance  as  we  might  staftd  in 
need  of,  and  circumstances  and  the  remote  situation  of  the  fort  permitled . 

After  a  long  and  protracted  season,  it  appears  the  tropical  summer  has  set  in  at  last,  and 
in3r  arranganents  are  completed  to  leave  Fort  San  Joacjuim  on  the  20th  instant ;  and  the 
object  of  the  pending  expedition,  is,  according  to  the  direction  of  the  Royal  Geo^phioal 
Society,  the  attempt  of  discovering  the  sources  of  the  river  Orinoco,  which  are  still  a  geo- 
graphical problem.  I  have  planned,  on  the  strength  of  the  information  which  I  have  been 
able  to  procure,  to  follow  the  Serra  Pacaraima,  from  the  Macusi  village  Piiura,  in  a  N.  W. 
by  W.  direction,  until  I  reach  the  hydrographic  system  of  the  rivers  Carony  and  Paragua, 
from  whence  I  propose  to  proceed  ^^tn-westward  towards  the  supposed  sources  of  the 
Orinoco.  Should  I  be  fortunate  enough  to  succeed  in  my  designs,  I  propose  to  follow  the 
Orinoco  to  Esmiralda,a  Colombian  post,  in  Lat.  3*  ll'N.  and  Long.  60*  3' W.,  from  whence^ 
by  means  of  a  portage,  it  is  my  intention  to  pass  from  the  river  Ormoco  to  the  river  Paduiry, 
and  to  follow  the  latter  to  the  Rio  Negro,  and  to  return  by  the  Rio  Branco  to  Fort  San 
Joaquim.  On  my  application  to  Senhor  Ayres,  I  have  been  provided  with  six  Indians,  and 
a  soldier  from  the  garrison ;  and,  with  this  reinforcement  aaded  to  my  own  party,  I  con- 
sider myself  strong  enough  to  commence  our  journey. 

According  to  a  rough  calculation  of  the  distances,  I  think  that  the  execution  of  the  journey^ 
as  contemplated,  will  occupy  me  to  the  commencement  of  next  year ;  and,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  a  Kind  Providence,  I  hope  to  return  in  March  1839,  after  an  absence  of  19  months, 
and  a  period  full  of  dangers  and  deprivations,  to  Georgetown. 

I  beg  leave  to  add  herevrith  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Buxton,  as  President  of 
the  Aborigines  Society,  and^humbly  solicit  your  Excellency's  kind  attention  to  a  subject  so 
distressing  in  its  practice,  and  so  detrimental  to  the  purposes  of  civilization.  1  shall  be 
happy  to  communicate  to  your  Excellency  any  particulars  which  have  reference  to  this 
descent;  and,  as  earlier  or  later  circumstances  may  require  that  the  limits  of  British  Ghiiana 
be  settled  and  determined,  every  information  whicn  I  have  gained  during  the  last  three  yeara 
that  I  have  been  employed  in  exploring  Guiana  is  much  at  your  Excellency's  command,  if 
considered  desirable. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)  Robert  H.  Schambwrgk. 

To  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  British  Guiana, 
&c.  ace.  &c.,  Demerara. 


Enclosure  3,  in  No.  1. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Schomburgk  to  T.  F.  Buxton,  Esq.,  dated 
Fort  San  Joaquim,  Rio  Branco,  26  August  1838. 

-    .       .    ^  What  more  assurance  does  it  need  for  the  friend  of  the  Indian,  that  yet  a  day  at  r^e- 

lincl.  3,  in  No.  1.  j^^^^^qj^  ^|,^  barbarism  to  civilization  may  dawn  to  the  neglected  tribes  of  aboridnes  vvbo 
inhabit  one  of  Britain's  most  important  colonies,  than  to  see  a  man  on  the  head  of  an  asso- 
ciation which  professes  to  devise  means  for  their  amelioration — a  man  to  whom  liberty  owes 
already  one  of  her  best  crowns  for  his  exertions  to  free  hundreds  and  thousands  of  his 
ffellow-creatures  from  the  chains  of  bondage. 

On  that  day  when  the  first  fruits  were  to  ripen,  and  thousands  raised  their  ^teful  voices 
to  our  Almighty  Father,  and  blessed  those  wno  had  lent  their  powerful  assistance  in  the 
great  cause,  that  they  rqpe  as  free  men  from  their  couches, — on  that  day  arrived  an  expedi- 
tion at  this  fort,  the  aim  V  which  was  to  prepare  the  fetters  of  slavery  for  numerous  of  their 
fellow-beings. 
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But  before  I  enter  into  further  details  so  distressing  to  every  philanthropist,  I  take  BRITISH  OUIAKA, 
the  liberty  to  state  in  a  few  words  the  object  which  led  me  to  one  of  the  boundary  ■  , 
fortresses  of  Brazil.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1834,  an  expedition  to  explore  the 
interior  of  British  Guiana  was  decided  upon  by  the  Council  of  tne  Royal  Geographical 
Society,  which,  being  communicated  to  Government,  received  the  fullest  sanction  and 
patronage  of  his  late  Majesty's  Ministers,  and  the  Royal  Geographical  Society  honoured 
me  with  the  command  of  the  exploring  party ;  it  was  in  pursuance  of  the  objects  connected 
with  the  expedition  that  I  selected  the  Brazilian  fort,  oan  Joaquim,  on  the  Rio  Branco, 
(LaL  3"  2'.N\  and  Long.  60**  3'  W.)  for  my  winter  quarters  during  the  tropical  season. 

On  the  Ist  of  August  arrived  an  expedition  from  the  Rio  Negro,  who  professed  to  be 
commanded  by  the  authorities  to  press  Indians  for  the  Brazilian  navy ;  on  its  head  stood  a 
man  who  is  already  famed  for  the  successfiil  descent  upon  the  unsuspecting  Indians,  ^'  not 
fibr  the  conquest  of  souls/'  but  for  selling  them  as  slaves  to  his  allies.  I  had  full  reason  to 
suspect  that  they  intended  to  invade  the  Macusi  village  of  Pirarara,  or  Pirara,  where  since 
May  last  a  missionary  of  the  Church  Society  of  London  has  settled,  and  where  the  fruits 
of  his  exertions  are  just,  commencing  to  become  visible.  Pirara  is  situated  on  the  lake 
Amucu,  once  so  famed  in  the  mythology  of  the  White  Sea  or  Parime  of  Raleigh,  Keymis 
and  Mashan. 

This  village  consisted  in  June  of  31  Indian  huts,  a  building  intended  for  a  chapel,  and  a 
house  for  the  missionary,  containing  a  population  of  about  200  souls.  Actuated  by  the 
zeal  of  being  informed  in  the  Christian  religion,  and  directed  by  a  higher  power,  these  px»r 
benighted  beings  erected  a  chapel  and  a  dwelling-house  to  the  best  of  their  abilities,  long 
before  it  was  decided  whether  tne  Church  Missionary  Society  intended  to  maintain  a  mis- 
sionary to  the  Macusi  Indians. 

In  a  conversation  with  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Barbados,  after  the  return  from  my  first  expe- 
dition, I  took  the  liWty  to  recommend  Pirara  in  particular,  as  the  site  of  a  mission,  not  only 
in  consequence  of  its  selubrity,  but  as  being  likewisoi^  central  place  between  the  Canuku 
and  Pacaraima  mountains,  both  inhabited  by  the  Macusi  and  Wapishana  Indians. 

In  the  Rev.  Mr.  Youd  the  society  have  found  an  arduous  labourer  for  the  conversion  of 
the  Indian,  and  a  real  friend  of  the  aborigines,  and  he  received  his  appointment  in  the  early 
part  of  this  y«ar.  Scarcely  was  it  made  known  to  the  Macusis  in  Pirara  and  its  vicinity,  when 
30  able  men  undertook  a  journey  of  three  months'  duration  to  escort  him  fi-om  the  mission  at 
Bartika  Point,  at  the  confluence  of  the  rivers  Mazaruni  with  the  Esseauibo,  to  Piranu 
I  was  present  at  his  arrival,  and  witnessed  the  joy  when  the  chapel  built  by  heathens  was 
consecrated  to  the  worship  of  the  only  true  Bsxd  living  God.  I  have  witnessed  the  founda-^ 
tion  of  schools,  and  have  seen  infants  and  adults,  who  a  month  previous  to  his  arrival 
were  not  able  to  articulate  the  first  letter  of  the  alphabet,  reading,  without  fault,  whde 
sentences. 

But  it  is  not  only  the  object  of  the  zealous  missionary  to  make  them  acquainted  with  the 
rudiments  of  civilization :  by  example  and  words  he  shows  thfip  the  necessity  of  labouriug, 
and  thus  he  tries  to  awaken  them  from  their  habitual  indolence  and  lethargy.  Like  all  the 
salvage  tribes  of  Guiana,  the  Macusis  go  almost  entirely  naked;  it  has  been  his  endeavours 
to  implant  modesty  in  their  breasts ;  and  on  a  Sunday  many  are  seen  in  simple  gowns,  their 
hair  arranged,  and  the  men  in  trowsers  and  shirts.  These  were  the  fruits  of  two  months* 
exertion,  when  myself  and  party  left  Pirara  at  the  end  of  June;  how  distressing  was  it, 
therefore,  to  conclude  from  certain  words,  that  the  press^n^  contemplated  a  descent  on 
Pirara !  At  the  present  uncertain  state,  how  far  the  Doundanes  of  the  Brazil  extend,  only 
those  parts  can  be  called  truly  Brazilian  where  the  Portuguese,  or  later,  the  Brazilians,  have 
taken  actual  possession  of.  Nothing  is  known  that  their  possessions  extended  east  of  Fort 
San  Joaquim,  and  in  that  case  the  meteor  flag  of  Great  Britain  waved  previously  to  the 
Brazilian  banner  at  Pirara;  we  hoisted  it  with  all  the  honours  at  our  command  on  Her 
Majesty's  last  birthday,  at  the  square  which  the  village  forms.  In  this  uncertainty  I 
remonstrated  with  Senhor  Pedro  Ayres,  whom  the  commander  of  the  district  of  the  Upper 
Amazon,  Ambrosio  P.  Ayres,  at  Manoas,  had  despatched  to  welcome  me  at  the  Brazihan 
boundary,  and  I  observed  to  him,  that  if  Indians  were  pressed  at  Pirara,  I  should  be  under 
the  necessity  to  report  the  matter  to  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs ;  and  I  am  happy  to  say 
that  I  received  his  promise  to  use  his  undoubted  influence  to  turn  the  desolating  effect  ol 
pressing  Indians  from  Pirara  for  the  present ;  and  as  already  the  greatest  commotion  was 
wevailmg  in  that  village,  I  lost  no  time  to  communicate  Senhor  Ayres'  promise  to  the 
nmr.  Mr.  Youd.  The  pressgang  had  meanwhile  increased  their  force  by  engaging  a  Macusi 
captain,  with  a  number  of  his  people,  who  are  settled  on  the  Brazilian  territory,  and  they 
ctocended  the  Rio  Branco,  landed  at  a  day's  journey  from  the  fort,  and  commenced  their 
march  overland  towards  the  Ursato  Mountains,  which  are  situated  on  the  eastern  bank  of 
the  Tacutu,  an  affluent  of  the  Rio  Branco.  Here  arrived  near  a  populous  settlement  of 
Wapishana  and  Atorayis,  they  awaited  the  mantle  of  the  night  in  ambush,  and  fell  over 
ib^  unsuspecting  victims  when  enjoying  their  first  sleep ;  nevertheless  many  escaped,  and 
it  was  (only  with  a  few  exceptions)  old  men,  sucking  babies,  children  and  women,  whom 
they  secured.  Aftet  having  sacked  the  village  of  every  thing  that  could  be  carried  away, 
and  even  secured  the  huntmg-dogs,  parrots,  blills  of  cotton,  &c.  of  the  poor  Indians,  they 
commenced  their  return,  havmg  first  tied  those  from  whom  theySxpected  resistance.  Even 
tJ^e  hands  of  children  not  more  than  five  or  six  years  of  age  were  tied  on  their  backs,  and 
'H^venl  of  the  females  were  treated  in  the  same  manner. 
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BttfriS|l;GUi/\NA«        While  on  the  jouraey  their  provisions  gave  out,  and,  driven  like  cattle  over  the  savannahs, 

— r-r-— .  flunked  by  heartless  villetins,  with  loaded  muskets  on  their  shoulders,  they  arrived  famished 

■  at  the  landing-place,  and  were  conveyed  to  Fort  San  Joaquim;  their  number  consisted  of 
40  individuals,  namely,  18  children  under  12  years  of  €ige,  13  women  and  nine  men,  of  which 
only  four  were  under  30  years  of  age,  and  two  above  50.  Now,  is  it  possible  to  believe 
that  this  expedition  could  have  been  solely  intended  for  the  pressing  of  Indians  for  the 
navy?  Are  sucking  babies,  women,  boys  of  tender  age,  and  men  near  the  climacteric,  fit 
.  subjects  for  serving  in  the  Brazilian  navy?  Nay,  the  whole  expedition  bears  the  stamp  of 
the  most  barbarous  kidnapping,  only  worthy  of  a  government  of  the  darker  ages. 

I  will  not  say  that  the  higher  authorities  are  aware  of  these  proceedings,  so  disgraceful  and 
so  inhuman ;  nevertheless,  the  man  who  was  in  command  of  it  says  that  the  orders  of  the 
\  captain  of  the  district  were,  to  seize  every  soul  they  could  lay  hold  of.     Who  can  think 
,  without  commiseration  that  the  poor  Indians,  who  a  few  weeks  ago,  before  they  were  sub- 
jected to  the  blasting  effect  of  a  lawless  band,  inhabited  peaceably  their  huts,  contented 
with  what  bountiful  nature  afforded  them — at  present  the  husband  is  torn  from  his  wife, 
.  the  son  from  the  father,  and  the  child  from  his  parents;  and  their  huts  are  a  heap  of 
Bmoking  ashes! 

A»  already  stated,  several  fotind  time  and  opportunity  to  escape,  and  the  unproportionate 
number  of  women  is  a  proof  that  ties  of  natare  have  been  torn  asunder.    Methmks  I  see  the 

.  poor  husband  wanderiK^  round  his  desolated  cottage^  calling  in  vain  for  those  who  were  wont 
to  welcome  him,  when  returning  from  his  hut  or  his  provision  grounds ;  methinks  I  hear  the 

,  wailing  of  tlie  mother,  or  of  the  wife,  who,  alarmed  at  the  noise  of  that  night's  attack,  was 
hurried  by  instinct  to  seek  her  safety  in  flight,  and  leaving  those  who  were  dearest  to  her  in 
this  world  in  the  hands  of  the  destroyers  of  her  earthly  weal :  she  returns  to  her  hut ;  loud 
are  her  cries  for  her  darlings,  for  their  ^ther,  for  her  relations  and  neighbours;  they  hear 
her  not,  for  they  have  been  carried  away,  to  perish  in  a  strange  land,  where  their  tongue  and 
manners  are  not  known ;  and  she  cur^  the  moment  when  selnpreservation  overpowered  the 
feelings  of  the  mother  and  the  wiie.  These  are  the  blasting  effects  of  a  descent — a 
'  practice  which  we  were  told  had  ceased,  since  the  Indian  enjoyed  by  the  constitution  the 

'  •    same  right  as  every  other  subject  of  his  Imperial  Majesty  of  the  Brazils. 

The  poor  prisoners  were  soon  aware  that  we  did  not  belong  to  the  nation  who  had  so  griev- 
ously wronged  them ;  and  as  some  of  them  were  permitted  to  walk  about,  we  had  their  visits 
frequently. 

They  had  heard  of  me  by  report,  and  that  I  had  wandered  near  and  fSeu:  through  their 
country,  and  they  had  long  conversations  with  my  interpreter. 

uUow  distressing  it  was  to  me  when,  at  the  day  of  their  departure,  they  begged  me  to  save 
them  from  being  carried  away,  poor  beings !     How  willingly  would  I  have  assisted  them  if  it 
,  had  been  in  my  power !    But  having  ascertained  that  the  Brazilian  boundaries  had'  not  been 
overstepped,  I  could  only  regret  them. 

The  lesson  is  a  severe  oni^o  the  poor  Indian,  but  common  sense  vrill  teach  him  that  he 
must  not  seek  protection  where  humanity  is  trampled  under  the  feet,  and,  grasping  his  bow 
.    and  arrows,  he  will  wander  where  milder  laws  are  in  existence,  or  escape  in  the  deepest 
recesses  of  the  forest,  and  share  the  abode  of  the  wild  beasts. 

The  circumstance  vnll  no  doubt  be  of  service  to  the  mission  at  Pirara,  and  if  emissaries 
were  sent  among  the  scattered  tribes,  they  would  follow  the  invitation  to  settle  around  the 

*  missionary.  But  is  the  mission  sure  of  being  always  protected  against  a  descent  ?  I  hesitate 
not  to  say  that  my  presence  at  Fort  San  Joaquim,  coupled  with  the  co-operation  of  Senhor 
Pedro  Ayres,  has  for  the  present  turned  the  blighting  effects  of  a  descent  from  Pirara. 

But  may  not  an  attempt  be  repeated  hereafter  ?  and  the  lure  to  surprise  a  numerous  body 
of  strong  Macusis  assembled  around  the  missionary  is  too  tempting  to  these  kidnappers  as 
to  believe  that  they  should  not  avail  themselves  of  it  at  the  first  opportunity.  The  Brazilian 
government  never  could  venture  such  a  step,  directly  or  indirectly,  if  the  limits  were  properly 
determined  and  stipulated  between  the  two  governments ;  and  for  this  purpose  I  have  written 
to  the  Geographical  Society,  and  to  you,  sir,  as  president  of  an  association  which  has  beea 
founded  for  promoting  the  amelioration  of  the  aboriginal  races ;  I  need  not  commend  the 
cause. 

*  I  have  now  travelled  for  the  last  three  years  among  the  various  tribes  of  Indians  who 
inhabit  the  interior  of  Guiana,  and  the  idea  that  those  who  have  not  been  converted  to 
Christianity  are  a  barbarous  race  is  entirely  erroneous ;  they  are  possessed  of  strong  moral 
virtues;  and  the  stranger  who  does  not  interfere  with  their  customs,. and  who  does  not  wil- 
lingly give  offence,  is  sacred ;  and  in  no  instance  have  I,  or  any  of  those  who  have  accompanied 
me,  been  robbed  or  deprived  of  the  value  of  a  pin,  although  our  small  party  were  entirely  at 
their  mercy  ;  in  every  instance  we  were  the  objects  of  their  hospitality. 

It  would  be  an  easy  task  to  convert  the  numerous  nations  of  Macusis,  Wapishanas  and 
Atorais,  who  inhabit  these  regions,  to  the  Christian  religion,  and  to  form  them  into  a  use- 
ful community ;  but  some  exertions  ought  to  be  made  at  home  to  procure  to  the  Indians 
of  British  Guiana  security, against  Brazilian^ kidnappers,  which  only  could  be  effectually 
done  by  having  the  limits  jpoperly  determined.  The  rapid  progress  which  the  interesting 
colony  of  British  Guiana  is  making  will  soon  place  it  among  one  of  the  most  important 
possessions  over  which  Great  Britain  extends  her  sway.     It  is  out  of  place  here  to  allude 
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to  its  fertility,  and  the  rich  treasures  which  its  natural  productions  afford ;  in  itB  present  BRITISH  G  UXAKA. 

state  it  may  be  divided  into  three  distinct  zones ;  along  the  coast  reign  the  merchant  and       ^ 

the  agriculturist,  and  thousands  of  acres  of  cultivated  land  produce  the  staple  articles  of 
sugar,  coffee  and  cotton;  behind  the  plantations  extends  a  mass  of  forest,  the  emporium  of 
the  wood-cutter,  who,  with  the  assistance  of  the  native  Indians,  avails  himself  of  the  trea* 
sures  which  these  immense  forests  offer  to  his  industry.  In  this  division  civilization  is  in 
its  infancy.  The  Indian,  by  his  intercourse  with  his  employer,  becomes  acquainted  with  the 
customs  of  Europeans  ;  he  observes  their  dress,  and  wishes  to  imitate  them  ;  the  means  to 
procure  these  luxuries  are  offered  to  him,  and  we  soon  see  him  expert  in  felling  and  squarinff 
timber,  and  in  making  shingles,  which  surpass  in  durability  the  best  cedar  shingles  of  Nor£ 
America.  As  a  testimony  how  valuable  the  Indian's  labour  proves  to  the  wood-cutter,  I 
state  here  the  opinion  of  Mr.  M'Callum,  a  respectable  wood-cutter,  and  one  of  great  ex- 
perience :  **  I  have  invariably  found,"  he  says,  ^*  that  the  Indian  sets  to  work  at  once  vrith 
good  heart,  and  remains  at  it  until  it  is  finished,  which  is  generally  two  or  three  hours 
eariier  than  the  negroes;  but  not  satisfied  with  this,  he  continues  to  work  in  his  own  hours  ; 
and  I  know  many  an  Indian  who,  besides  his  regular  virages,  earns  from  two  to  three  dollars 
a  week ;  they  are  also,  in  my  opinion,  more  honest :  were  the  Indian  well  treated,  he  would 

Kx>ve  an  invaluable  labourer."    (See  my  ''  Ascent  of  the  River  Berbice,"  Journal  of  the 
oyal  Geographical  Society,  Vol.  VII.  Part  II.  p.  305.) 

The  next  and  last  division  forms  the  deep  forest,  only  penetrable  by  rivers  which  traverse 
it,  and  the  vast  savannahs  between  the  nvers  Essequibo,  Rupununi  and  Branco.  This 
section  is  inhabited  by  Indians  of  different  tribes,  who,  as  already  stated,  possess  every 
moral  virtue;  but,  alas!  their  knowledge  of  Christian  virtues,  and  the  principles  of  the 
Christian  religion,  have  hitherto  been  wilnheld  from  them. 

It  is  only  lately  that  the  infantine  mission  of  Pirara  has  been  founded,  and  at  the  period 
of  its  foundation  it  is  already  threatened  with  destriiction  by  the  invasion  of  unprincipled 
men.  ^ 

In  order  to  arrest  such  proceedings,  and  to  forward  the  cause  of  civilization,  I  have 
addressed  myself  to  you,  the  friend  of  oppressed  mankind.  Mr.  de  Humboldt  observes, 
that  the  Brazilians,  out  of  political  grounds,  have  already  marked,  since  the  19th  century, 
the  liveliest  interest  for  the  plains  which  extend  to  the  east  of  the  Rio  Branco ;  and  be 
refers  to  a  memorial ''  on  the  Doundaries  of  French  Guiana,"  which,  at  the  command  of  the 
Portuguese  court,  he  had  prepared  in  1817. 

These  savannahs,  however,  have  nevbr  been  in  actual  possession  either  of  the  former 
Portuguese  or  the  present  Brazilians.  In  all  cases  the  division  of  waters  between  those 
rivers  which  are  trioutaries  to  the  Essequibo  on  one  side,  and  the  Amazon  on  the  other, 
would  form  the  most  natural  boundary.  This  division  would  separate  the  savannahs  in 
two  portions,  and  insure  to  the  colony  of  Guiana  a  firm  footing  on  these  vast  plains, 
and  protection  to  those  Indians  who  settle  on  its  territory.  If  that  boundary  line  be  con- 
tinued, it  strikes  the  Rupununi  in  the  third  parallel  of  lati^ide,  and  follows  the  river  to  its 
sources. 

The  most  natural  division  would  be  from  thence,  along  the  Serra  Acarai,  to  the  sources 
of  the  Essequibo,  which  I  discovered  on  the  2^th  December  1837,  in  Lat.  0*"  41 'N.  The 
territory  east  of  the  Corentyn  is  claimed  by  the  Dutch ;  and  as  the  sources  of  that  river  are 
in  the  same  chain  of  mountains  as  those  of  the  Essequibo,  nature  points  out  the  southern 
boundary  of  British  Guiana.  These  are  the  chief  points  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  draw 
attention. 

The  establishment  of  missions  to  the  Indians  of  British  Guiana  is  of  the  greatest  import- 
ance. If  we  consider  the  advances  of  civilization,  which  are  due  to  the  exertions  of  Catnolic 
missionaries  in  Columbia,  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  so  little  has  hitherto  been  done  for  the 
Indians  who  inhabit  this  colony,  and  are  su^ects  to  Her  Majesty,  our  most  gracious  Sove- 
reign. Until  latelv,  the  mission  at  Bartika  Point,  on  the  Essequibo,  was  the  only  religious 
institution  which  had  the  conversion  of  Indians  for  its  object  The  missions  nave  oeen 
generally  the  forerunners  of  civilization :  families  of  colour  settle  amongst  the  Indians,  and 
^here  the  young  settlement  has  been  properly  conducted,  a  village  has  arisen  where  formerly 
^Idemess  reigned  paramount.  The  example  of  the  new  settlers  exerts  the  greatest  influence 
over  the  Indian ;  he  loses  his  original  manners  and  language,  and  this  step  gained  towards 
civilization,  agricultural  pursuits  follow  soon  after,  and  thus  civilization  advances  from  the 
coast  towards  the  limits  of  the  colony. 


To  T.  Powell  Buxton,  Esq.  m.p. 
President  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Aborigines 
Protection  Society. 


I  am,  Sec. 
(signed)        Robt.  H.  Schomburgft, 
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10  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ' 

—  No.  2.~ 
(Ne.  3-) 

Copt  of  a  DESPATCH  finom  Governor  Light  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord»  Governor's  Residence,  Bemerara,  9  January  1839. 

No.  2.  I  HAVE  the  honour  of  transmitting  to  your  Lordship  cqpy  of  a  letter  dated 

November  3d,  from  the  Church  missionary,  Mr.  Youd,  stating  certain  particulars 
rds^g  to  his  mission,  its  danger  from  the  Brazilian  adventurers,  and  the  probable 
effects  to  the  unprotected  tribes  of  the  aborigines,  if  some  ddfinite  line  be  not 
isettled  between  the  Brazils  and  the  province  of  British  Guiana. 

Mr.  Youd  seems  to  have  be^i  successful  in  convincing  the  tribes  he  has 
visited  that  the  British  Government  is  disposed  to  protect  t&m ;  they  are  aware 
that  slavery  no  longer  exists  in  this  province ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that,  in  a 
shwt  time,  this  will  lead  to  their  flocking  within  its  assumed  limits.  I  have 
desired  a  letter  to  be  written  to  Mr.  Youd  to  encourage  their  copfidence  in  the 
British  protection,  and  to  assure  them  of  my  disposition  to  favour  their  8ettle>^ 
mient  in  British  Guiana. 

I  had  the  honour  of  mentioning  to  your  Lordship,  that  my  proposal  in  their 
favoiu*  was  to  be  discussed  in  th6  Court  of  Policy ;  the  sum  of  six  thousand 
guilders  was  placed  on  the  estimate  by  a  majority  only  of  the  non-pfficial 
members ;  lA  may  therefore  be  struck  off  at  the  meeting  ai  the  Combine^,  Court. 
I  shall,  however,  lose  no  q[>portunity  of  r^oewing  the  subject,  trusting  it  wMl 
finally  tend  to  the  result  whidi  I  aift  desirous  to  obtain. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Henry,  Light. 


£nclosuro  in  No.  2. 

.(Extract)  Pirara^  8  October  1838. 

To  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Brituh  ChUana,  &c.  kc. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 
End.  in  No.  i.  Your  humble  pietitioner,  Thomas  Youd,  clerk,  desires  to  call  the  attention  of  your  Excel- 
lency and  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  the  following  statement,  humbly  praying  that  you 
-will  speedily  enter  upon  those  measures  which  will  bnng  the  point  at  issue  to  a  close,  and 
•illias  sat  the  Bunds  of  hundreds  of  Indians  at  rest,  who  now  look  to  Her  Majesty's  Giovera- 
fjnent  <or9  as  they  say,  to  the  English)  for  protection. 

Your  Excelleney  is  no  doubt  aware  of  your  humble  servant's  appointment  as  missipiMu^ 
\to  the  Indians,  under  the  divection  of  the  Church  Missionary  Society ;  and  of  my  baying  come 
to  this  place  in  search  of  the  different  tribes  of  Indians  that  inhabit  the  interior  of  British 
Guiana^,  more  especially  following  the  course  of  the  rivers  Esseqwbo  and  Rupununi. 
From  repeated  and  anxious  requests  of  the  Indians  dwelling  at  Pirara^  and  in  the  Ca^Auk,« 
and  Pacaraima  chains  of  mountains,  as  well  as  those  dwei^og  onthe  eastern  ai4e'0f  the 
river  Rupununi,  to  come  and  reside  amongst  them,  it  is  that  I  have  .taken  upon  m^  to  visit 
.them  for  that  purpose  (if  all  turns  out  well),  seeing  their  number  is  such  as  calls  aloud  for 
.missionary  exertion,  and  well  deserves  the  attention  of  Govemmeijit,  as  inl|^<jL.su^ect#y 
being  not  less  than  2,000. 

Of.  1,000  Macusis  I  speak  from  conviction,  having,  during  my  stay  of  near  fivefnonths 
amongst  then),  seen  near  that  number;  and  of  the  rest,  from  authentic  information^  whi(W 
.1  am  now  preparing  to  visit  during  this  dry  season,  of  whom  I  hope  to  report  mor^  6iUy 
when  I  come  down,  about  the  beginning  of  the  coming  year. 

That  to  which  I  most  anxiously  call  your  Excellency  s  aUention,  and  that  of  ^^  Govern- 
ment, is,  the  determining  and  fixing  the  south-western  boundary  of  British  Guiana  (which 
as  yet  I  believe  has  never  been  done  since  the  English  took  possession  of  it),  leeing  that 
upon  it  the  happiness  or  misery  of  so  many  Indians  at  this  moment  depends. 

The  Portuguese  or  Brazikws,.  I  should  say,  still  continue  to  harass  the  mipds  of  the 
Indians^  and  to  seize  them  as  captives,  as  on  former  occasions,  the  which  practice. I  lately 
thought  had  completely  ceased ;  but,  alas!  it  is  not  so. 

On  the  1st  of  August  last,  when  the  northern  parts  of  British  Guiana  rang,  as  I  can  con- 
ceive,, with  the  joyful  shouts  of  "  Freedom !  freedom !"  the  southern  parts  could  join  in  no 
stLth  strain;  for  it  was  on  that  day-^yes,  that  glorious  day  to  many — that  a  capturing  expe- 
dition against  the  Indians  ^rrived  at  Fort  St  Joaquim,  authorized,  as  they  said,  by  the 
government  of  Brazil  to  seiz^  and- carry  away  as  many  as  they  could  lay  hold  of. 

Their  intention  was  to  come  to  Pirara,  and  make  their  grand  attack  on  it  or  its  neigh- 
bourhood; but  as  Providence  would  have  it,  Robert  H.  Schomburgk,  Esq.,  was  staying 
there  at  the  fort,  and  boldly  declared  that  if  they  did  visit  Pirara^  or  the  mountains  near, 

respecting 
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re8i>ecting  which  there  was  so  much  doubt  whether  they  belonged  to  the  English  or  Brazilian  BRITISH  oyiANA* . 
territory,  he  would  report  to  the  English  Government,  whicn  perhaps  put  a  check  upon       '  ■  ■   -  '^■■. —  ^ 
their  design.    Their  aim  then  was,  as  Senhor  ^edro  Ayres  writes  to  me  (the  original  and 
answer  to  which  I  have  directed  to  be  shown  to  your  Excellency),  to  go  and  capture  these 
of  the  Tanuna  nation,  who  lie  on  the  eastern  side  of  Rupununi  and  borders  oi  the  Esse- 

auibo,  against  which  my  answer  to  the  said  letter  was  directed,  which  perhaps  aided  in 
liielding  them  also. 

No  sooner  had  the  expedition  arrived  at  the  fort,  than  a  Wapishana  Indian  set  off  to  .  ^ 

mform  his  brethren  of  the  approaching  dangers,  and  a  pretty  general  retreat  to  the  moun- 
tains ensued. 

It  was  not  lintil  the  Sih  that  I  received  the  intelligence  from  the  Indians,  and  on  die  9th 
firmn  letters  received  from  the  fort.  Private  intelligence  and  Idng-grafied  suspicions  led  mm 
to  put  no  trust  to  the  given  assurance  of  safety;  and  subsequent  knowledge  has  but  too 
plainly  shown  what  is  meant  by  ^*  pressing  for  the  navy,"  and  ''  no  establish^  tribe  is  to  be 
meddled  veith."  As  soon  as  the  Macusi  Indians  got  the  intelligence,  messengers  crossed 
the  savannahs  by  ni^ht,  and  gave  general  intelligence  in  different  villages  before  break  of  day« 
Being  myself  at  this  time  amongst  the  Indians  in  the  Canuku  Mountains,  I  was  almost 
the  last  who  heard  of  the  circumstance.  As  soon  as  the  news  was  told  to  me,  I  lost  no  time 
in  hasting  to  Pirara,  and  walked  in  one  day  upvtrards  of  20  miles,  through  various  swamps  and 
lakes,  as  also  across  the  burning  savannah.  While  on  our  way  to  Pirara  we  passed  tmrough 
a  small  village  called  Awarra,  where  we  should  have  been  glad  to  have  met  with  a  litUe 
hospitality,  and  to  have  partaken  of  some  refreshment;  but  no,  the  inhabitants  .we  left 
there  nine  days  ago  (and  one  of  them  totally  blind)  had  all  fled — there  was  not  a  soul  "  -..  ,^ 
left.  On  coming  to  Pirara,  I  found  the  people  much  agitated  in  mind,  and  the  first  thing 
they  asked  was,  what  they  should  do ;  whether  they  should  betake  themselves  to  the 
fountains,  or  stand  by  eacii  other  ?  I  advised  them  by  all  means  to  remiain  together,  afid 
pmraised  them,  that  in  case  the  expedition  did  come  agamst  them,  I  would  endeavour  to 
prevent  their  being  taken,  and  as  it  was  woul^ysurely  i^resent  their  case  to  the  Go- 
vernor, thai  they  might  notf  much  longer,  be  unoer  the  apprehension  of  being  taken  and 
enslaved. 

Some-  of  the  elderly  people  said,  "The  land  did  not  belong  to  the  Portuguese  (or 
Brazilians),  and  therefore  they  had  no  right  to  trouble  them ;"  thus  considering  themselves 
as  British  subjects.  From  this  time  the  Indians  began  to  flock  to  Pirara  from  all  quarters, 
every  one  loaden  with  provision,  bringing  with  them  every  little  article  or  creature  they  pos- 
sessed— looking  up  to  me,  as  they  certainly  do,  as  their  protector.  It  was  a  strange  sight, 
even  to  me,  to  see  10,  20  or  30  Indians  y^ommg  one  after  the  other,  in  a  perfect  line,  or 
serpentine,  as  the  path  mi^ht  be  (the  Indian  paths  generally  being  not  more  than  a  foot 
virjde),  haWng  6a  their  backs  catowry's,  or  baskets  filled  with  oasava  bread  or  com,  widi 
their  hammc^s>  balls  of  cotton,  parfots,  ma^ws,  calabash^Sj  and  ptib^  little  aiiicles  placed 
or  bound  on  the  top ;  and  the  men,  in  addition,  having  guns,  bows  and  arrows,  blow-pipes, 
(cc.f  in  their  hands,  with  dogs  almost  innumerable  befor^  or  in  the  rear;  some  having  come 
20  and  SO  miles,  and  all  to  escape  being  taken  captives.    "^^  .  . 

Upwards  of  900  have  been  ^th  meat  Pirara,  off  and  on,  simply  being  away  for  a  few  days 
now  and  t!hen,  to  fetdi  more  provision  when  their  stock  gave  out.  —  , 

Wc  need  not  bonder  at  the  natural  dread  that  these  wary  Indians  have  of  the  Brarilfon  .'•-.. 

capturers :  too  many  desolated  spots  are  now  to  be  seen  in  the  savannahs  which  moinirfuRy 
feu  the  t^le  of  being  visited  ih  time  past  by  steel-hearted  kidnappers,  who  m  one  dbeieirlesa 
ni^ht  laid  diese  small  but  flourishing  villages  waste.  My  heart  has  more  than  oae&  sunk  kt 
beholding  them,  and  not  less  those  of  the  Indians  who  have  passed  by  with  me,  ever  feeling 
themselves  and  theirs,  as  they  xlo,  liable  to  share  ere  long  the  same  fete,  unless  something  Be 
done  by  Her  Majes^s  Government. 

*  A  fortntght-i^,  1  v«ras  informed  by  Robert  Schomburgk,  Esq.,  and  others,  that  the  said 
horrid  exp^Ntion  departed  from  Fort  St.  Joaquim  on*  the  25th  of  A'ugust,  having  made  but 
too  successful  a  descent  upon  three  settlements  of  Wapishana  Indians  during  the  night,  having 
set  fire  to  their  houses^  and  ransacked  them  of  every  valuable  article  they  contained,  and 
seized  them  as  their  own,  such  as  cotton,  dogs,  fowls,  parrots,  &c.  The  captured  Indians 
consisted  of  nine  men,  13  women,  and  the  rest  children  and  sucking  babes.  All  that 
^ere  of  age,  and  ev^n  young  children,  had  their  hands  tied  behbd  them,  and  fordiis  purpose, 
when  ropes  were  wanting,  their  laps,  v^oh  covered  their  nakedness,  were  not  spared,  but 
used  to  nittd  their  owners  with. 

A  body  of  Wapishana  Indians  visited  me  last  week,  who  reside  between  the  river^ 
Rupununi  and  Essequibo,  one  of  whose  sisters  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  amongst  the 
40  that  have  been  carried,  not  to  serve  in  the  navy,  but  to  wither  and  die  under  the  miserable 
bonds  of  slaverjr. 

^ieed  I  acquaint  your  Excellency  of  what  has  been  the  state  of  my  wrought-up  fiselings 
for  this  last  month  f  Nay,  I  need  not,  I  know  that  your  Excellency's  sympathy  for  the  poor 
Captives  will  better  describe  them  than  what  my  feeble  pen  can. 

I  remain,  &c. 

(signed)  T.  Ytmd. 
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(No.  n.)  —No.  3.~ 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Marquess  of  Normanh/  to  Gov«mor  Light. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  12  March  1839- 

|«Io.  3*  I  HAVE  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatches,  No.  105,  of  the  17th 

of  Decemher,  and  No.  3,  of  the  9th  of  January,  on  the  suhject  of  the  ahorigines 
of  British  Guiana, 

I  fully  participate  in  the  anxiety  you  feel  to  improve  the  condition  of  these 
unprotected  people,  and  I  shall  he  happy  to  receive  from  you  any  suggestions 
which  you  may  from  time  to  time  be  prepared  to  make  for  this  purpose. 

At  present  it  is  only  necessary  that  I  should  convey  to  you  my  approval  of 
your  intention  of  communicating  directly  with  the  British  resident  at  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  with  a  view  to  his  influence  being  exerted  for  the  protection  of  the  set- 
tlement of  Pirara  against  the  interference  and  mcursions  of  the  subjects  of 
Brazil. 

As  regards  the  question  of  boundary,  which  you  state  to  be  undefined,  I  da 
not  think  that  it  would  be  possible  to  open  any  negotiation  with  the  Brazilian 
government  on  that  subject,  without  a  full  report  from  you  relative  to  the 
southern  limits  of  the  colony,  supported  by  the  proofs  and  illustrations  which 
may  be  drawn  from  the  archives  of  the  colony,  or  which  persons  resident  there 
may  be  able  to  supply.  Such  a  report  it  will  be  desirable  that  you  should  pre- 
pare and  transmit  to  this  country.  ^ 

I  have,  &c, 

(signed)        Normanby. 


(No.  111.)  _No.4.— 

Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  the  Marquess  of  Normanby^ 
dated  Governor's  Residence,  Demerara,  15  July  1839. 

No.  4*  ^A*  ScHOMBURGK,  employed  by  the  Geographical  Society  to  obtain  informa- 

tion in  the  interior  of  British  Guiana  and  adjoining  countries,  who  has  lately 
arrived  at  Georgetown,  having  furnished  me  with  the  annexed  memoir  and  map, 
I  am  enabled  to  reply  to  your  Lordship's  despatch,  No.  11,  dated  12  March,  and 
to  that  of  your  Lordship's  predecessor,  No.  74,  dated  1  December  1838.  I  shall 
observe,  there  are  no  documents  in  the  archives  of  the  colony  respecting  the 
western  or  southern  limits  of  British  Guiana;  the  memoir  of  Mr.  Schomburgk  is 
therefore  valuable :  it  confirms  the  opinions  of  the  superintendent  of  Essequibo, 
as  to  the  western  limits,  and  points  out  what  may  be  fit  subjects  for  discussion 
with  the  different  governments  whose  territories  border  on  British  Guiana.  The 
Brazilian  government  is  on  the  alert  to  extend  the  limits  of  the  empire;  the 
Columbian  government  is  desirous  of  ascertaining  theirs. 

I  have  had  the  honour  of  mentioning,  in  my  despatch,  No.  105,  dated  December 
17,  the  predatory  excursions  of  the  Brazilians  near  Fort  St.  Joachim.  Mr.  Youd, 
the  missionary,  has  been  warned  to  leave  Pirara, — the  Brazilian  authorities  have 
claimed  it ;  and,  having  sent  an  officer  to  discover  an  ancient  boimdary  mark 
within  that  limit,  it  appears  he  assumed  the  identity  of  an  isolated  stump  of  a 
tree  with  the  land-mark  sought. 

The  limits  of  this  province  may  be  ever}'  where  defined  by  rivers  and  chains 
of  mountains  more  conveniently  than  by  parallels,  which  may  be  proved  by 
Mr.  Schomburgk's  memoir. 

Under  the  impression  that,  as  civilization  has  begun  amongst  the  aborigines, 
that  the  British  nation  alone  can  protect  them,  I  cannot  too  strongly  urge  the 
immediate  decision  of  the  limits  of  British  Guiana. 

Mr.  Schomburgk's  merits  as  a  geographer  will  naturally  point  him  out  as  a 
fit  person  to  be  employed  ift  any  commission  for  the  question  of  boundary. 
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Enclosure  in  No.  4. 

,    Extract  of  a  Report  from  Mr.  Schamburgk  to  Governor  Lighi. 

To  his  Excellency  Henry  Lights  Esq.,  Governor  and  Commander-in-chief  in  and  over      End  in.  No.  4. 
the  Colony  of  ^British  Guiana,  Vice-admiral  and  Ordinary  of  the  same,  &c.  &c.  &c.  -   . . ; 

Sir,  George  Town,  1  Jnly  1889. 

Ha  VINO  returned  to  the  capital  from  the  interior  of  the  colony,  I  consider  it  to  be  my  duty 
to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  the  Brazilian  government  maintain  an  outpost  at  the  Macusi 
Tillage  Pirara,  which  that  government  claims  as  belonging  to  its  territory,  and  in  con- 
sequence of  which,  the  commander  of  the  Upper  and  Lower  Amazon,  Lieutenant-colonel 
Joaquim  Joze  Luiz  de  Souza,  has  ordered  the  Reverend  Mr.  Youd,  missionary  in  connexion 
with  the  Church  Missionary  Society  of  London,  to  withdraw  from  Pirara,  and  to  discontinue 
his  instructions  in  our  religion  and  language  to  the  Indians  in  its  vicinity. 

Pirara,  the  largest  Indian  village  which  I  have  met  with  during  my  travels  in  the  interior 
of  Guiana,  is  situated  on  the  lake  Amucu,  in  lat.  3**  38}' N.  and  is  inhabited  by  Macusi 
Indians,  one  of  the  tribes  the  most  docile  and  industrious  in  British  Guiana.  Many  of  these 
Indians  have,  through  their  visits  to  the  colony,  and  the  endeavours  of  the  missionaries  at  \ 
Bartika  Point,  become  acquainted  with  the  rudiments  of  our  religion,  which  superficial 
knowledge  has  awakened  in  them  a  desire  to  become  Christians ;  a  proof  of  which  is,  that 
they  invited  the  Reverend  Mr.  Youd  to  settle  amongst  them,  and  promised  to  build  for  him 
a  cbanel  and  a  dwelling-house.  On  my  arrival  in  Pirara  in  March  1838,  I  found  the  build- 
ings finished,  and  shortly  after  the  Reverend  Mr.  Youd  commenced  bis  saered  calling,  with 
every  appearance  of  success. 

It  was  to  be  expected  that  the  Brazilian  government  would  receive  information  of  thia.    , 
mission ;  and  towards  the  latter  end  of  tbe  last  year,  a  Captain  Leal,  of  the  Policiaes,  or 
national  guards,  was  commissioned  by  the  district  ^vemment  at  Manaos,  to  proceed  to 
Pirara,  and  to  report  oh  the  nature  of  this  mission ;  and  also  to  lay  down  the  probable 
boundary  between  British  and  Brazilian  Guiana. 

At  a  later  period,  and  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  year.  Lieutenant-colonel  Joaquim 
Joze  Luiz  de  Souza,  commander  of  the  Upper  and  Lower  Amazon,  commissioned  Senhor 
Pedro  Ayres  to  proceed  with  a  detachment  of  the  1st  battalion  of  the  national  guards,  con- 
sisting of  a  Serjeant,  a  cadet,  and  six  privates,  to  Pirara,  and  to  keep  it  in  possession.  I  there 
found  them  on  my  return  to  Pirara,  in  the  month  of  May  last.  Senhor  Pedro  Ayres  was  . 
empowered  to  deliver  an  official  despatch  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Youd,  commanding  him  to  with- 
draw from  Pirara,  and  accusing  him  of  having  alienated  500  Macusis  from  the  Imperial  Bra-  ; 
zilian  Government,  and  instructed  them  in  the  English  language  and  religion  \  in  consequence 
of  which  order,  Mr.  Youd  proceeded  to  the  ri^htbank  of  the  river  Rupununi,  where,  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  cataract  Curuwatoka,  he  founded  a  new  mission;  and  when  I  lefl  Pirara,  ja 
June  last,  the  detachment  under  Senhor  Ayres  still  rem.ained^-in  possession  of  that  village-,  t    itV"! 

awaiting  further  orders  from  his  government.    These  facts  havi^'come  to  my  personal  khow^    ' 
ledge,  and  it  remains  now  forme  to  point  out  the  encroachments  which  the  Brazilian  govenv-    -  ...,  ^ 

ment  have  made  upon  the  territory  of  Her  British  Majesty.  "^^r>^^ 

On  the  breaking  out  of  tbe  war  in  1803,  after  the  restoration  of  the  colony  of  Dutch 
Guiana  to  the  Dutch  by  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  it  was  again  taken  possession  of  by  England, 
and  by  an  additional  article  to  a  convention,  signed  at  London,  13  August  1814,  Demerara, 
Essequibo  and  Berbice  were  finally  ceded  to  Great  Britain.  The  Bntish  Empire  acquired, 
dieret'ore,  Guiana,  with  the  same  claims  to  tbe  termini  of  its  boundaries  as  held  by  Ithe 
Dutch  before  it  was  ceded  by  treaty  to  Great  Britain ;  and  althoogh  a  ccaivention.  was 
agreed  upon  between  France  and  Holland  on  the  one  side,  aqd  France  aod  PprjLugal  oA: 
the  other,  with  regard  to  their  boundaries,  I  am  not  aware  that  any  such  convention  has 
been  entered  into  oetween  the  Dutch  and  Portuguese  governments  anterior  to  the  cession 
of  the  colonies  of  Demerara,  Essequibo  and  Berbice  to  Great  Britain.  Towards  the  middle 
of  the  Idtfa  century  the  Dutch  bad  advanced  their  outposts  south  43S  the  junction  of/ th^ 
Rupununi  to  lat.  S""  50'  N. ;  the  site  of  that  post  wa«  poittled  out  to  me  when  toayelltii^  with, 
the  Caribes  in  1836  (Journal  of  the  Boyal  Geographical  Society,  voK  vi.,  p.  20^)  It  ^as 
fortified  gainst  the  incursions  of  the  Caribes  in  1775,  as  is  mentioned  oy  Don  Antonio 
Santos,  who  passed  it  at  that  time,  with  his  friend  Nicolas  Rodriguez,  00  his  jourtiey  from 
Augustura  to  Gran  Para(mrfe  A.  de  Humboldt,  sur  quelques  points  importans  de  la  Geographie 
de  la  Guiana,  p.  23  and  38).  At  a  later  period  there  existed  a  similar  post  called  Arinda^  a 
few  miles  ^utn  of  the  confluence  of  the  river  Siparuni  with  the  Essequibo,  *of  which  the  sit(^ 
is  still  known  to  the  old  inhabitants  of  the  lower  Essequibo.  Tliese  two  insta^ces,  therefore, 
clearly  prove  the  existence  of  Dutch  posts  beyond  the  nver  Siparuni  (at  the  mouth  of 
which  river  Captain  Leal  fancied  he  discovered  the  remains  of  a  former  Brazilian  boundary 
markX  and  attest  the  claim  of  H^  British  Majesty  to  that  teiritory.  Furthemtdre^  I* 
planted  the  union  fla^  of  Great  Britain  at  the  sources  of  the  Essequibo,  in  lat.  0^  41'  N., 
and  did  take  possession  of  those  regicms  in  the  name  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty. 

Tlie  8th  article  of  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  and  the  107th  aiticle  of  the  Congress  of  Viena^^ 
allude  to  the  boundaries  between  the  Brazils  and  French  Guiana;  but  I  am  not  acquainted 
that  there  ever  existed  a  convention  between  the  Brazils  4fd  Dutch  Guiana*  Thet^ 
boundaries  are  decidedly  undetermined ;  and  the  pretensions  of  the  Brazilian  government  to 
advance  them  to  the  confluence  of  the  river  Siparuni  with  the  Essequibo  appears  to  rest 
alone  upon  the  supposition  that  between  the  years  1780  to  1783,  Joze  Joaquim  Victoria  da 
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]ME(fYrBfr  OVIANAi'  Gof^and  Joze  Simoens  de  Carvalho,  then  on  an  astronconical  survey  of  the  boundarioBy 

^1   ■■■  ■■■■ might  have  planted  a  boundary  mark.    This  survey  was  continued  from  1787  to  1804,  by 

Antonio  Pores  de  Sylva  Pontes  Leme*  a  captain  in  the  Portuguese  navy^  and  Riccardo 
Franco  d  Almeida  de  Serra,  a  captain  of  engineers^  During  the  latter  petiod  they  occupied 
themselves  with  the  examination  of  the  river  Branco,  and  t£e  territory  north  and  east  of  it, 
and  reached  lake  Amucu,  at  the  banks  of  which  the  Macusi  village  Pirarais  situated. 

The  BrazilianSi  from  political  motives,  have  since  the  commencement  of  the  nineteenth 
ceotory  ej^ressed  the  liveli^  interest  in  the  possession  of  the  savannahs  east  of  the  river 
9fmeo.,{mde  Humboldt,  sur  quelqueis  points,  &c.  p»  23);  and  that  they  wish  no^  to  extend 
their  doininionft  farther  north  and  east  of  lake  Amucu  is  quite  apparent.  Their  desire  to 
aasi^n  .British  Guiana  a  boundary,  by  encroaching  actually  on  the  territory  of  that  colony. 
Stands  in  evident  connexion  with  the  fear  of  losing  those  plains,  to  the  possession  of  which, 
thay  have,  no  more  right  than  any  other  nation. 

AUhough  the  boundary  commission,  under  Pontes  licme  and  DAImeida  de  Serra,  may 
have  visited  lake  Amucu,  and  pronounced  the  Rupununi,  and  the  mountain  chain  which  to 
pK>gtapber8  is  known  under  the  name  of  Sierra  Pacaraima,  to  be  their  boundary^  they 
had  Jieitber  the  consent  of  the  British  Cabinet  nor  that  of  the  French* 

in  1781  the  cokmies  of  Essequibo  and  Uemerara  were  placed  und^r  the  protection  of 
GhrcAt  Britain;  in  1783  the  French  took  temporary  possession  of  tUe  whole  I>utch  settle- 
ments, which  in  179G  surrendered  to  the  British  forces  under  Sir  Rajph  Abercrombie;  and 
aAer  having  been  restored  to  the.  Dutch  by  the  treaty  of  Amiens  in  1802,  they  were  agaia 
taken  posaession  of  by  England  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  w&r  in  1803,  and  finallv  ceded 
toiIiatetnpire,by  an  additional  article  to  a  convention  signed  at  London,  August  13th,  1814. 
This  retrospect  f»*oveB,.tbat  dmrin^  the  period  the  demarcation  of  the  Brazilians  took  place, 
the  colony  was  held  by  Great  Bntain,  France  and  Holland,  and  no  commissioners  of  these, 
great  powers  were  present,  in  order  to  give  consent  to  the  extraordiniuy  pretensbns  of  the 
onersided  and  aeiffelected  Brazilians  boundary  commission* 

Moreonrer,  I  have  been  informed  thsfitbe  commander  of  theexpeditipn,  which,  by  appoint-* 
ment  of  the  colonial  government  of  British  Guiana,  proceeded  in  1810  into  the  interior,  in 
order  to  inquire  into  Uie  disputes  among  the  native  tiibes,  ordered  a  boundary  pale  to  be 
planted  at  Firara. 

Of  equal  importance  is  the  determination  of  the  western  boundary,  the  limits  of  which 
hare  never  been  completely  settled,  and  it  merits  the  greatest  attention  on  jaccount  of  the 
political  importance  of  the  month  of  the  Orinoco.  The  Dutch,  when  in  possession  of  the 
colony,  extended  their  sugar  and  cotton  plantations  beyond  the  river  Ppmeroon.  They 
reco&rnized  neither  the  mcnith  of. the. river  Pomeroon  nor  that  of  the  Morocco,  where 
a  imlitarT  fort  was  established  aa  the  limits  of  their  territory;  they  had  even  occupa-. 
tion  of  the  eastern  banks  jof  the  small  river  Barima  (before  the  English  in  1666  had 
destroyed  the  fort  of  Mew  Zealand,  or  New  Middleburgh),  which  military  outpost  they, 
considered  to  be  their  western  boundary.  When  the  settlements  were  in  the  pos-^ 
session  of  the  Netheiianda^  the  present  counties  of  Semerara  and  Essequibo  were 
divided  into  the  colonies  -  of  Pomeroon,  Esseijuibo  and  Demerara  (vide  Hartsinck. 
BeScfaryving  Van  Guiana,  Amsterdam,  1770,  voL  i.,  p.  257).  ,  As  the  first  was  the  most 
western  possession,  and  formed,  the  boundary  between  Spanish  GKiiana,  its  limits  were 
oonsiderBcl  to  extend  from  Punta  Barima,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Orinoco  (in  lat  8^40'  N. 
long.  60*  6' W,)  S.W.  byW.  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  Amacuro,  following  the  Cano 
Coyuni  from  its  confluetlce  with  the  AmacuVu  to  its  source ;  froai  whence  it  was  supposed  to 
atottihin  a  S.S.E^  line  towards  the  river  Cuyuni  (a  tributary  of  the  Essequibo),  and  from 
Ihbnce  sopdiwards  towards  the  Mazaruni.  These  limits  of  our  territory  were  contested  by 
tte  ^Mmiaitik;  when  in  possession  of  the  South  American  colonies  th^  claimed  the  banks 
(tf  tlMe  riteia  Morocco  and  Pomeroon  ;  they  pretended  tliat  their  limits  stretched  from  this 

r'tnt  and  across  the  savannahs,  in  which  some  little  granitic  rocks  stand  prominent,  first 
W.,  and  then  S.  £.,  towards  the  confluence  of  the  Hio  Cuyupi  with  the.  Ma^aruni,  which 
lEiver  they  crossed,  and. extended  alon^  the  western  bank  of  the.  Bssequibo,  as  far  as  the 
fon^i  wliere  the  mountains  of  Pacaraima  give  a  passage  to  the  Rupununi  (vide  A.  de  Hun^- 
t)oUt's  personal  narrative,  English  tmnslation,  vol.  v.  p.  156).  .If  Great  Britain  were  to 
lUmede  ta  the  limits  of  her  territoiy  as  laid  down  by  the  Brasulian  boundary  commission^ 
and  claimed  by  the  former  Spanish  government  of  Venezuela,  she  not  only  loses  the  Ma%a- 
puni^  and  the  regions  wast  of^  tha  Essequibo,  where  I  have  proved  already  the  Dutch  to  have 
possessed  military  posts,  but  also  all  claims  to  the  mountain  chain  known  on  maps  under  the 
paiaepf  tbe#ieKraPacaraima«  It  is  no  doubt  in  consequence  of  the  undetemuned  state  of 
)Mr  asstd^  boundary  thi^t  the  republic  of  Venezuela  lately  expressed  the  desire,  through  the 
jdrgan  of  ktr  j^oremmokt,  the  official  Gajcette,  which  is  published  at  Carfu^cas,  that  this 
l^uestiofi  might  h^  amicably  settled. 

Apijd  whan  at  San  Carlos,  1  was  assured  that  the  Venezuelian  govemmept,  being  ii^formed 
fhat  an  expedition  of  discoveiy,  under  the  direction  of  the  Royal  Geographical  Society  of 
London,  was  then  exploripg  Guiana,  was  desirous  of  taking  advantage  pf  so  favourable  a 
monijent.  Our  easterp  boundary  has  been  more  clearly  defined,  the  riv^r  Corentyn  having 
be^  consideiied  to  be  the>  limit ;  imd  although  the  Dutch  are  said  to  lay  claim  to  the  Devil's 
Creek,  ^ffe^t^f  the  rivar  Corsntyn,  the  very  aircumstance,  that  the  sugar  plantations  of  the 
settlement  of  Berbice  exteflded  during  the  last  century  to  the  western  £ore  of  the  Corentyn, 
is  decisive.  Nevertheless,  there  is  no  convention  in  existence  to  give  strength  to  this  tacitlj 
acknowledgj^  limit,  nor  is  it  decided  whether  the  islands  in  the  river  Corentyn  belong 
to  British  Gui^a  or  to  j^uriuam.     JPpr  the  presei^t  |^ey  are  claimed  by  Uie  latter  colony. 
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In  the  existing  state  of  things,  our  southern  and  sduth-westem  boundary  is  of  the  greatest  BBiTJra  OIV^NI^ 
importance^  and  the  interference  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government  to  prevent  the       -n  1     nma»m  ^ 
Brazilians  encroaching  upon  a  territory  which  has  been  in  the  possession  of  this  colony  8in<^ 
the  first  settlements  were  founded^  is  peremptorily  requisite.    This  ^croachment  of  die 
Brazilians  is  analogous  to  imposing  on  a  conquered  power  an  appropriate 'boundary,  and  is 
no  doubt  a  most  extraordinary  pretension. 

The  steps  which  the  Brazilian  government  haVe  lately  taken,  apd  their  occupation  of 
Pirara,  prove  that  they  purpose  contesting  our  claim  to  the  western  bade  of  the  Rupunimi. 
Your  Excellency  is  acquainted  with  the  circumstance,  that  a  missionary  of  the  Established 
Church  Missionary  Society,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Youd,  had  here  commenced  his  labours,  and 
with  every  appearance  of  the  best  resuHs,  to  which  I  can  bear  witness,  as  I  was  in  Pirara 
when  he  arrived  :  from  three  to  four  hundred  Indians,  hitherto  walking  in  th^  darkness  of 
paganism  and  savage  life,  were  instructed  in  the  first  rudiments  of  our  l^ndgn  lieligion ;  I  saw 
the  first  fi*uits  of  his  labours,  and  watched  the  process  which  the  yoiHig  and  the  aduU  wete 
making,  before  the  Brazilian  government  ordered  him  to  withdraw,  and  forbade  him  to  con^ 
tinue  his  instructions  to  Indians,  whom  they  claimed  as  subjects^  The  first  information^  of 
this  step  of  the  Brazilian  government  spread  consternation  among  these  poor  Indians; 
deprived  of  their  missionary,  whom  they  had  learned  to  honour  and  to  respect,  and  being 
acquainted  with  the  custom  of  the  Brazilian  government,  of  sending  descimentos,  or  slavii^ 
expeditions,  against  them,  and  of  which  horrible  and  barbarous  practice  they  had  lataiy 
had  an  example,  they  fled  to  the  mountains.  r      -■* .    - 

If  the  Indians  who  inhabit  these  re^ns  are  to  be  rendered  useful  subjects,  the  Qllcca*«^ 
tainty  of  our  boundary  claims  the  particular  attention  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Govern^ 
ment ;  they  have  frequently  inquired  from  me  where  they  might  settle,  in  order  to  come 
under  British  protection,  but  from  the  existing  uncertainty,  I  have  not  been  able  to  retunt 
them  a  decisive  answer.  Terrified  by  the  threats  of  the  Brazilians,  and  their  connnands  not 
to  attend  to  tlie  instructions  of  the  missionary,  they  wander  among  such  haunts  >a9  are  onlf:^ 
known  to  themselves  and  the  wild  beasts  of  the  /ore£&;  and  the  woi^  ^of  civilization^  which 
began  with  such  fine  prospects,  has  been  unfortunately  cheqked.  It  is  to.be  hoped  thttt  a: 
better  day  may  yet  dawn  to  the  miserable  and  much*neglected  Indians,  who  once  were  the 
sole  possessors  of  the  soil  which  civilized  nations  now  occupy,  and  we  must  not  despair  but 
that  they  be  brought  within  the  pale  of  civilization,  if  it  please  the  wisdom  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  to  secure,  and  firmly  to  fix,  the  boundaries  of  British -Guiana;  and  when  tkw 
desirable  object  is  efiected,  to  send  proper  ministers  of  religion  to  instruct  and  prepare  those 
located  within  our  territory  for  civilised  life. 

Although  the  Indians'  dread  of  the  Brazilians  knows  no  bound,  they  are  still  so  attached 
to  the  regions  of  their  birth,  and  to  those  tenitories  which  they  know  from  tradition  to  Iwve 
been  held  in  possession  by  their  ancestors  for  ages,  that  every  attempt  to  induce  them' 
to  settle  on  our  coast  regions  would,  for  the  present,  prove  abortive.  From  the  know* 
ledge  that  I  have  acquired  of  the  Indians,  I  am  firmly  persuaded  that,  by  sending  mission- 
aries among  them,  who  will  study  their  character  and  the^c.ways  of  living,  they  may 
ultimately  be  so  far  civilised  as  to  become  good  labourers  and  useful  subjects. 

My  deductions  fix)m  the  difierent  circumstances  to  which  I  have  attempted  to  dravr  the 
attention  of  your  Excellency  are :  That  it  is  practicable  to  run  andr  mark  the  limitsof  Brilisli 
Guiana  on  tne  system  of  natural  divisions ;  and  that  the  limits  thus  defined  are  in  perfect 
unison  with  the  title  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  to  the  full  extent  of  that  territory. 

That,  considering  the  danger  of  mutual  irritation  and  cpUinons  which  the  occupatiour  of 
Piraia  by  the  Brazmans  must  cause  among  the  Indians*  who  inhabit  these  r^ion%  and  tfan 
injury  which  is  done  to  the  cause  of  civilization  commenced  under  suck  anfl^iow  pioapectB^ 
the  detachment  of  Brazilian  troops  who  occupy  Pirara  be  desired. to  withdvaw^ . and  the 
place  declared  neutral  ground  untd  the  direction  of  the  line  of  demarcation  be  •determined 
upon. 

That  a  strong  recommendfttion  be  forwarded  to  the  Home  Government,  urging  the  para« 
|Bount  necessity  of  determining  the  limits  of  British  Guiana  by  actual  survey^  uinier  a^contT 
mission  appointed  for  that  object,  and  empowered  to  plant  alone  the  extent  q£  that  line,  fit 
the  most  ^remarkable  points,  such  monuments  as  are  not  likely  to  be  quickly  destaroy^d^ 
either  by  tiie  influaice  of  weather  or  violence;  such  points,  fi>r  better  security  sake, /being 
fixed  with  astrotiomical  precision.  .         ;    i 

That,  as  it  would  be  insufficient  to  the  future  security  of  the  boundary  to  run  theiimita 
of  the  colony  of  British  Guiana,  upon  ex  parte  authority,  necessary  steps,  mi^.be  tokea  ta 
obtain  the  consent  and  concurrence  of  Holland,  the  Brazils,  and.  the  republic  of  .Vieneutk^ 
to  institute  a  bocmdairy  commtssion;  and  to  prevent  delay,  arising.  fnomiie^tiiHtoaa^  ^ 
propose  the  termini  ot  our  boundary,  as  mentioned brfois^ in  thi9:Beport»  .  If  tipsifae  aoce^ni* 
to,  the  actual  ^rvey  may  be  commenced  immediately.      -      '  .    ;       •>  ,."1  j^l  v 

---"..     .  .Ihave,  &G.'    .-/..'.  '.:*,   .  ';..■;. 

(signed)        JRoleri  H.  Scliomlurjiki 


'      '  ^  :  ....       :       '... 
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16  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 

—No.  5.— 


(No.  71.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  John  Russell  to  Governor  Light 

Sir,  Downing-street,  23  April  1840. 

No.  5.  With  reference  to  your  despatches  of  the  9th  January,  20th  February  and 

15th  July  1839,  Nos.  3,  26  and  111,1  have  the  honour  to  enclose  herewith  the 
copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  my  direction  to  the  Foreign  Office  on  the  6th 
ultimo,  and  a  copy  of  the  answer  returned  by  direction  of  Viscount  Palmerstoo 
on  the  18th  ultimo,  on  the  subject  of  the  proceedings  which  you  have  reconi' 
mended  to  be  taken  for  the  purpose  of  defining  the  boundaries  between  British 
Guiana  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Brazilian,  Venezuelan  and  Netherlaod  ter- 
ritories on  the  other. 

I  learn  from  Mr,  Schomburgk  that  he  is  about  to  proceed  to  British  Guiana 
in  the  ensuing  autumn ;  and  that  the  state  of  the  rivers  will  enable  him  to  pass 
into  the  interior  of  the  country  early  in  the  month  of  December.  I  have  re- 
quested him  to  wait  upon  you  on  lus  arrival  in  the  colony ;  and  it  is  my  wish 
that  you  should  make  such  arrangements  with  him  as  may  appear  to  be  expe- 
dient to  carry  Lord  Palmerston's  views  into  effect.  It  will  be  necessary  that  pro- 
vision should  be  made  to  defray  the  expense  of  any  such  arrangements  out  of 
the  funds  of  the  colony. 

I  understand  from  Mr,  Schomburgk,  that  he  has  received  accounts  of  the 
BraziUan  detachment  having  withdrawn  from  Pirara  for  the  present  If  it 
should  not  return,  you  will  hs^  no  occasion  to  act  upon  Lord  Palmerston's 
views  in  respect  to  it.  But  you  will  be  pleased  to  adopt  the  spirit  of  these  views 
in  respect  to  any  military  occupation  or  any  aggression  upon  the  Indians,  within 
the  line  which  is  assumed  in  M.  Schomburgk's  map  as  bounding  the  c(dony 
under  yom*  government. 

I  have,  &c, 

(sigpied)  J.  RusstlL 


Enclosure  1,  in  No.  5. 


Sir,  Downing-street,  6  March  1840. 

Eocl.  1,  in  No.  5.        1  am  directed  by  Lord  John  Russell  to  request  that  you  will  submit  for  the  consideratioQ 

of  Viscount  Palmerston  the  accompanying  copies  and  extracts  of  despatches  which  have 

been  received  from  Mr.  Light,  the  Governor  of  British  Guiana,  viz. — 

"t^o.^^-^        Ist.  Extract  of  No.  Ill,  dated  18th  July  1839,  enclosing  a  communication  addressed 

Q  3*^v^ftCh  ^2!-^^  ^  ^*°^  ^"  ^^^  y®*^  "^y  ^^'  Robert  H.  Schomburgk,  urging  the  expediency  of  an  arrange- 

-^  f'^b;^^E5>'^Jur^^  ment  with  the  Brazilian,  Columbian  and  Dutch  governments,  for  defining  the  boundaries  of 

^-^"^^(f^^^ British  Guiana  with  the  territories  ol  those  countries  respectively. 

i^-^^^"'^^  2d.  Copy  of  No.  3,  of  the  9th  January  1839,  transmittmga  communication  firom  the 

Rev.  Mr.  lOud,  a  church  missionary  to  the  Indian  tribes  in  British  Guiana,  by  which  it 
appears  that  an  expedition  had  been  sent  by  the  Brazilians,  with  the  view  of  kidnappinj^  and 
enslaving  the  inhabitants  of  an  Indian  village  called  Pirara,  where  Mr.  Youd  was  stationed^ 
and  which  he  considers  to  be  within  the  British  territory. 

*  3d.  Copy  of  No.  26,  of  the  20th  of  February,  transmitting  a  letter  from  Mr.  Schomburgk 
to  Mr.  Young,  the  Government  Secretary  of  British  Ghiiana,  dated  19th  November  1838,  and 
submitting  further  suggestions  as  to  the  proper  definition  of  the  boundaries  of  British 
Guiana  with  the  Brazils  and  Columbia. 

I  am  to  request  you  will  observe  to  Viscount  Palmerston,  that  Lord  John  Russell  considers 
it  to  be  important,  that  the  boundaries  between  British  Guiana  and  the  conterminous  terri- 
tories should  be  ascertained  and  agreed  upon,  if  possible;  and  tiiat  Mr.  Schomburgk's 
researches  in  those  parts,  which  were  conducted  under  the  direction  of  the  Royal  Greographical 
Society,  with  the  aid  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  have  qualified  him  in  a  peculiar  manaer 
to  be  of  use,  should  the  services  of  any  person  acquainted  with  the  geography  of  British 
Guiana  be  required  for  the  delimitatiou  of  the  British  territory. 

I  am  to  add,  that  copies  of  the  several  reports  of  his  expeditions,  made  by  Mr.  Schom- 
burgk from  time  to  time  to  the  Royal  Geographical  Society,  are  deposited  in  the  records 
of  this  office,  and  can  be  furnished  or  referred  to  when  required, 

<  I  have,  &c. 

J.  Backhouse,  Esq.,  &c.  &c.  &c.  (signed)  James  Stephen. 
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Enclosure  2,  in  No.  5. 


niUTLSH  GUIANA. 


Sir,  Foreign  Office,  18  March  1840, 

I  AM  directed  by  Viscount  Palmerston  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the    End.  2,  in  No.  5. 
6th  instant,  enclosing  copies  and  extracts  of  despatches  and  their  enclosures  from  Mr.  Light, 
G^ovemor  of  British  Guiana,  relative  to  the  expediency  of  an  arrangement  being  made  with 
the  Brazilian,  Venezuelan  and  Netherland  governments,  by  which  the  boundaries  of  British 
Guiana  may  be  accurately  defined. 

With  reference  to  that  part  of  your  letter  in  which  you  state  that  Lord  John  Russell  con- 
siders it  to  be  important  that  the  boundaries  of  British  Guiana  should  be  ascertained  and 
agreed  upon,  if  possible,  and  that  Mr.  Schomburgk's  researches  in  those  parts  have  qualified 
him  in  a  peculiar  manner  to  be  of  use,  should  the  services  of  any  person  acouainted  with  the 
geography  of  British  Guiana  be  required  for  fixing  the  boundaries  of  the  British  territory, 
I  am  to  state  to  you,  that  the  course  of  proceeding  which  Lord  Palmerston  would  suggest 
for  the  consideration  of  Lord  John  Russell  is,  that  a  map  of  British  Guiana  should  be  made 
out  according  to  the  boundaries  described  by  Mr.  Schombuigk;  that  the  said  map  should 
be  accompanied  by  a  memoir,  describing  in  detail  the  natural  features  which  define  and 
constitute  the  boundaries  in  question ;  and  that  copies  of  that  map  and  memoir  should  be 
delivered  to  the  governments  of  Venezuela,  of  Brazil,  and  of  the  Netherlands,  as  a  state- 
ment of  the  British  claim.  That  in  the  meanwhile  British  commissioners  should  be  sent 
to  erect  landmarks  on  the  ground,  in  order  to  mark  out  by  permanent  erections  the  line  of 
boundary  so  claimed  by  Great  Britain.  It  would  then  rest  with  each  of  the  three  govern- 
ments above  mentioned  to  make  any  objection  which  they  might  have  to  bring  K>rward 
against  these  boundaries,  and  to  state  the  reasons  upon  which  such  objections  might  be 
founded,  and  Her  Majesty's  Government  would  then  give  such  answers  thereto  as  might 
appear  proper  and  just. 

Lord  Paimerston  further  considers,  that  it  would4)»  expedient  that  the  Brazilian  detach- 
ment should  be  required  to  withdraw  from  Pirara,and  that  the  officer  in  command  should  be 
informed,  that  any  claim  which  Brazil  may  imi^ine  itself  to  have  to  that  village  should  be 
stated  by  the  Brazilian  government  to  that  of  Ghreat  Britain,  in  order  that  it  may  be  dis- 
cussed and  settled  between  the  two  governments. 

I  have,  &c. 

James  Stephen,  Esq.  (signed)  Leveson. 


^88.  c  Map. 
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BRITISH   GUIAN4. 


RBTUIIN  to  an  Order  of  the  Honoorable  The  House  of  Coum^t^ 
dated  7  August  iS^i-^Jbr, 

COPIES  of  TREASURY  MINUTES,  dated  the  4th  day  of  August  1840,  and  the  11th 
day  of  March  1836,  on  the  Bubject  of  an  Advance  of  £.32,000  in  1836  for  the  ReUef  of 
the  Colony  of  BritUh  Ouiana,  in  pursuance  of  the  Aet  3  &  3  Will.  IV.,  c.  125,  s.  62 ; 
and,  An  Account  of  the  Amount  issued  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  pursuant  to  the 
Orders  of  the  Treasury. 

Whitehall,  Treasury  Ghambers,1  .,    o  /m>  n  n  w 

7Aagusti840.  /  R.  GORDON. 


Copy  of  TREASURY  MINUTE  of  4  August  1840. 

Mr.  Gordou  calls  the  attention  of  My  Lords  to  the  directions  given  by  the  Board's 
Minutes  of  14  February  1834  and  11  March  1836,  respecting  the  issue  out  of  the  growing 
produce  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  the  several  sums  ot  15,500/.  for  the  relief  of  the  colony 
of  Trinidad,  of  5,500  Z.  for  the  relief  of  the  island  of  St  Lucia,  and  of  32,0001.  for  the  relief 
of  the  colony  of  British  Guiana,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  62d  Clause  of  the  Act 
of  2  &  3  Will.  4,  c.  125,  and  for  laying  before  Parliament  copies  of  the  requisitions  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  said  issues,  of  the  Orders  made  by  the  Board  thereupon,  and 
Accounts  of  the  sums  issued  as  required  by  the  Act ;  and  Mr.  Gordon  states,  that  in 
consequence  of  some  oversight  in  carrying  mto  effect  the  Minute  of  11th  March  1836, 
it  has  appeared,  that  the  Accounts  and  other  documents  relating  to  the  issue  for  the  relief 
of  Britisn  Guiana  were  not  laid  before  Parliament  as  required  by  the  Act,  and  directed  by 
the  Minute. 

My  Ix)rds,  having  read  the  said  Minute,  are  pleased  to  direct,  that  copies  of  Lord 
Glenelg's  requisition,  to  which  it  had  reference,  and  of  the  Minute,  togetner  with  the 
Account  of  the  sum  issued  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  in  pursuance  thereof,  be  forth- 
with prepared,  as  thereby  ordered,  and  that  they  be  now  laici  before  the  House  of  Com- 
mons without  delay,  togeuier  with  a  copy  of  this  further  Minute  relating  thereto. 


My  Lords,  Downing-street,  29  February  1836. 

In  pursuance  of  the  Aet  2  &  3  Will.  4,  c.  125,  s.  62, 1  have  to  request  that  your  Lordships 
will  direct  the  payment  to  Mr.  Baillie,  the  Colonial  A^ent  General,  out  of  the  erowing 
produce  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  of  the  sum  of  d2,OOol.,  in  aid  of  the  revenues  of  British 
Guiana,  being  less  than  one-half  the  annual  revenue  of  that  colony. 

I  have,  &c. 

The  Lords  Commissioners  of  (signed)  Glenelg. 

His  Majesty's  Treasury. 


Copy  of  TREASURY  MINUTE  of  11  March  1836. 

Rbad  a  requisition  from  Lord  Glenelg,  dated  29  ult,  for  the  issue,  in  pursuance  of  the 
provisions  of  the  62d  Clause  of  the  Act  2  &  3  WUl.  4.  c.  125,  of  the  sum  of  32,000/.  to  Mr. 
George  Baillie,  Agent  General  for  Crown  Colonies,  in  aid  of  the  revenues  of  the  colony 
of  Bntish  Gruiana,  being  less  than  one-half  of  the  annual  revenue  of  that  colony. 

My  Lords  have  before  them  the  statement  of  the  annual  amount  of  revenue  of  British 
Guiana,  with  reference  to  which  the  grant  provided  for  by  the  said  Act  was  apportioned, 
and  read  that  part  of  the  Clause  before  mentioned  which  empowers  them,  "  upon  the 
requisition  in  wnting  of  His  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State,  having  charge  for  the  time  being 
of  the  affairs  of  the  Colonies,  to  authorize  and  order  and  direct  the  payment  out  of  the  growing 
produce  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
of  any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  to  any  person  or  persons  who  may  be  authorized  by  such 
Secretary  of  State  to  receive  Uie  same,  for  the  relief  of  all  or  any  or  either  of  the  colonies 
of  Trinidad,  British  Guiana  and  St.  Lucia,  so  that  Ihe  whole  sum  so  issued  shall  not 
exceed  the  sum  of  58,000/.;  and  so  that  the  sum  issued  for  the  relief  of  any  one  of  such 
colonies  shall  not  exceed  one-half  of  the  amount  of  the  annual  revenue  of  the  colony  for 
which  such  relief  is  required." 

My  Lords  read  the  Minute  of  their  Board  of  14  February  1834,  directinsr  the  issue,  under 
the  authority  of  the  above-mentioned  Act,  of  the  several  sums  of  15,500/.  and  5,500/.,  in 
aid  of  the  revenues  of  the  islands  of  Trinidad  and  St.  Lucia. 

6 1 6.  Prepare 
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2  RETURN  RELATIVE  TO  BRITISH  GUIANA. 

Prepare  warrant,  authorizing  the  issue  to  George  Baillie,  Esq.,  Agent  General  for  Crown 
Colonies,  of  the  sum  of  32,000/.,  out  of  the  growing  produce  of  the  Consolidated  Fund, 
for  the  relief  and  in  aid  of  the  revenues  of  the  colony  of  British  Guiana,  in  conformity 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Act  2  &  3  Will.  4,  c.  125;  and  let  the  requisite  directions  be 
given  for  charging  such  issue  upon  the  Revenue  constituting  the  income  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund  for  the  quarter  ending  5  April  next ;  Ukewise,  let  the  necessaiy  steps  be  taken  for 
granting  to  Mr.  Baillie  an  Exchequer  credit  at  the  Bank  of  England  tor  that  amount. 

Let  copy  of  Lord  Glenelg's  requisition  for  this  issue,  and  copy  of  this  Minute,  be  handed 
to  Mr.  Cnarles  Crafer,  in  order  that  they  may  be  laid  before  Parliament,  together  with  an 
account  of  the  sum  issued  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  in  pursuance  thereof,  as  provided 
for  by  the  said  Act  of  2  &  3  Will.  4,  c.  125. 

Transmit  copy  of  this  Minute  to  Mr.  Stephen,  for  the  information  of  Lord  Glenelg. 


To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  Commisstoners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury. 

AN  ACCOUNT  of  the  Payments  made  at  the  Exchequer,  out  of  the  Consolidatbd 
Fund,  to  the  Colonial  Agents,  under  the  Act  2  &  3  Will.  IV.,  c  125. 

17  March  1836.    To  Greorge  Baillie,  Esq.,  Agent  for  Crown  Colonies, 

for  the  Relief  of  British  Guiana       ..-•..    £.32,000 


Exchequer,  (5  August  1840^ 


Arthur  Eden, 

Assistant  Controller. 
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JAMAICA. 


RETURN  to  to  Ordbr  of  the  Honourable  Tbe  House  of  Comiuoiiy, 
dated  a6  February  1840;— ^r> 

C0PIE8  of  any  Corrmpondekcb,  Rvpokto,  a&d  Ebtihates  that  may  hav« 
taken  place  between  the  Secretary  at  War,  the  Board  of  Treasury,  the  Master- 
General  of  the  Ordnance,  the  Governor  of  Jamaica,  or  any  other  Departments, 
on  the  subject  of  Temporary  Barracks  at  Maroon  Town^  Jamaica,  from  the 
1st  day  of  January  1838  up  to  the  1st  day  of  January  1840. 


Ordered f  by  Tbe  House  of  Conmioiift,  to  be  Printed^  19  March  1840. 


(Private.) 

Head  Quarters,  Spanish  Town,  Jamaica, 
My  Lord,  21  February  1839. 

IN  reference  to  your  Lordship's  private  letter  to  my  address  of  the  27th  June 
1838,  I  have  had  the  honour  to  represent  to  your  Lordship  that  I  could 
not  so  AiUy  adopt  your  Lordship's  suggestions  in  regard  to  the  new  locations 
for  the  European  troops  as  I  could  wish,  on  account  of  all  the  <^d  positions 
belonging  to  the  island,  and  the  necessity  which  existed  for  a  formal  grant  of 
all  quarters,  works,  and  military  limits,  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the 
Crown. 

2.  That  body  assembled  in  October,  and  after  a  good  deal  of  senseless  vio- 
lence, in  which  they  refused  all  business  with  the  Executive,  the  House  was 
dissolved ;  and  the  new  House,  worse  than  the  old,  having  adopted  the  same 
contumacious  conduct,  they  will  continue  in  prorogation  till  Her  Majesty's 
pleasure  is  known. 

3.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  conjecture  what  may  be  the  extent  of  change  in 
the  present  constitution  of  this  colony ;  but  a  change  there  must  be,  because  we 
can  neither  change  the  present  representatives  or  constituency;  and  their  policy 
has  been,  and  is,  to  deny  the  authority  of  the  mother  country  to  legislate  in  any 
emergency  for  the  colony. 

4.  Although  we  cannot,  therefore,  get  all  the  quarters  and  defences  into  The 
Queen's  possession  immediately,  we  are  freed  of  the  objections  which  the  House 
of  Assembly  constantly  maintained  to  the  employment  of  black  troops. 

6.  Except  four,  if  not  five,  companies  of  the  2d  West  India  regiment,  in  the 
course  of  a  few  months,  or  when  the  fleet  returns  from  Vera  Cruz,  and  in  order 
to  coBDtmence  the  experiment  of  hutting,  Her  Majesty's  8th  regiment  having  of 
late  suffered  severely  at  Falmouth,  I  have  taken  upon  me  to  order  as  many 
huts  to  be  immediately  prepared  at  Maroon  Town  as  will  nearly  provide  for  aU 
that  reeiment  at  that  healthy  station. 

6.  The  expense  will  be  but  trifling,  and  I  will  lose  no  time  in  having  tibe 
estimates  sent  to  the  proper  authorities. 

7.  As  the  black  troops  arrive,  I  shall  be  able  to  relieve  Europeans  in  other 
unhealthy  situations ;  but,  to  do  it  completely,  I  shall  require  700  rank  and  fijie, 
and  I  am,  therefore,  of  opinion  a  battalion  of  1,000  Africans  will  be  uitimaitaly 
found  necessary  for  Jamaica. 

I  have,  fcc. 
Tbe  Viscount  Howick,  (signed)         Lionet  Smith,  l.  g. 

&c.  Sec.  &c. 
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TEMPORARV  BARRACKS  AT 


M  J  Lord^ 


Head  Qoaiters, 
25  ¥i 


Town,  Jamaica, 
1839. 


With  reference  to  mj  letter  to  your  Lordship's  address  of  the  21st  instant, 
marked  prirate,  I  hare  now  the  honour  to  enclose  herewith  a  plan  of  the  ground 
at  3faroon  Town,  together  with  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  constracting  foar 
fants,  each  to  accommodate  26  men,  amoimting  to  138/.  7s.  Id.  sterlii^,  add 
to  which  an  expense  ofViL  already  incurred  for  the  porchase  of  tools. 

I  have  directed  the  deputy  commissary-general  to  hold  the  above  sums  at  the 
disposal  of  the  officers  of  the  engineer  department,  and  I  have  to  request  that 
your  Lordship  will  have  the  goodness  to  move  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her 
Majesty's  Treasury  to  allow  the  amount  to  be  charged  on  the  Army  Extra- 


ormnarifs. 


The  Viscount  Howick, 
fee.  kc.  &c. 


I  have,  &c 
(signed)        LUmel  Sfmih,  l.  o. 


ESTIMATE  for  constroctii^  Four  Huts  at  Maroom  Tawm,  (oir  the  Accommodation  of 
Eight  Officers,  each  Hat  accommodatiiig  Two  Officers.  Per  Order  of  his  Excellency 
Iieiit.*Geiieral  Sir  Lkmd  Smith;  dated  25th  March  1839. 

REPORT. 

Mu  Phub  This  estimate  provides  for  constnictiiig  four  hats  agreeable  to  the  plan  annexed. 

It  is  proposed  to  perform  the  whole  of  the  work  by  military  working  parties  (paid  as  per 
regnlation  for  King's  works) ;  the  constmction  being  extremely  simple,  excepting  the  doors 
and  fashes,  and  these,  being  qnite  plain,  can  be  made  by  military  artificers. 

Nearly  the  whole  of  the  materials  can  be  procured  on  the  spot,  on  goyemment  land,  excepting 
the  sawn  boards  for  flooring,  doors,  and  sashes,  glass,  and  the  iron  fastenings  and  nails, 
which  it  is  proposed  to  porchase  on  the  spot. 

Pboposbd  Construction  ;  viz. 

Walls  formed  by  rough  posts,  6  inches  diameter,  and  the  intermediate  spaces  wattled  and 
plastered. 

Roof  of  small  round  timbers,  halved,  together,  ti^  and  nailed  to  rough  plate,  notched, 
and  fixed  on  posts,  and  the  roof  thatched  as  soldiers'  huts. 

Floor  joisted  with  round  timbers,  listed,  and  laid  on  sleepers,  and  floored  with  1  inch  pitch 
pine  boards. 

Doors  wrought,  rabbeted,  and  ledged,  pitch  pine,  1  inch  thick. 

Sashes,  2  inches  thick,  9  souares  each,  12x9  inches,  hung  by  butt  hinges,  and  secured  by 
iron  hooks,  and  the  doors  ana  sashes  painted  three  coats  with  oil  paint,  conmion  colour. 


ESTIMATE. 


8  i  hundred  ft.  sup.  of  pitch  pine,  in  boanis,  fori  p^^  ^  a 
flooring,  doors,  sashes,  &c.  -        -        -        -        -/  ™       '    * 

46  squares  of  glass,  12x9  inches,  for  five  sashes         -        -        - 
lOlbs.  of  oil  putty  ------    ditto        -        .        -        - 

12  lbs.  prepared  white  paint      ------- 

1  j  lb.  pamt  brush  --.--.-- 
14,  lOlbs.perM.I  r 
16,  16      —         I  for  fitime-work,    roof,   I 
16,  20       —         I       doors,  wattling,  8tc.    ij 
18,  36       —         J                                             I 

80  lbs.  wrought-iron  flooring  brads.  No.  99,  20  lbs.  per  M.  - 
8  pair  18-inch  weighty  iron  hook  and  eye  hinges      -        -        - 
6  pair  4-inch  cast-iron  butt  hinges  -        -        -        -        - 

8  7-inch  iron  rim  locks,  complete    ------ 

8  lO-inch  Norfolk  thumb  latches     ------ 

6  8-inch  iron  hooks  and  staples'! 
6  4-inch    -    -    ditto      -        -J 

2  4-inch  iron  pins  for  jalousies 


82  lbs.  rose  nails,  No. 
6    -    ditto    -    - 
9    -    ditto    -    - 

22    -    ditto    -    - 


for  sashes 


RATE. 


2/6 

1/ 


6/6 

1/ 

8/8 

3/3 

1/ 

/9 

/lO 


AMOUNT. 


£.    S.  d. 

26  10  - 

6  12  6 

-  7  6 

-  9  - 


-  2  6 
1   12     - 

-  6    - 

-  9  - 
12- 
1   10    - 

-  16    6 

-  6  - 
1  6  - 
-99 

-  6  - 
-39 
-18 
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Ls: 
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^:^-^-,./'^ 


BarrcLCkM 


^^    f    1L 


SCALE. 


\Soo7tel 


HI. 


Ordered  by  ihe  Rovuse  of  Commona  lo  beprinU^d,!^  March,  1840  ^  j 
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vMAROON  TOWN,  JAMAICA. 

3 

EsTiM  ATE — continued. 

RATB. 

AMOUWT. 

95  days  of  artificer,  framing  roof  and  openings,  preparing  and 
laying  floor,  doors,  sashes,  &c.  &c.          -        -        -        -        - 

580  days  of  labourer,  cutting  small  timbers  for  posts,  roof,  joist,  &c. 
cutting  and  fixing  wattles  and  thatch,  bummg  lime  and  earth, 
and  plastering  walls,  &c.  &c.          -•.--. 

70  days  of  non-conuuissioned  officer  superintending  military  parties 

1/4 

/B 
1/ 

£.      $.     d. 

6     6     8 

19     6     8 
3  10     - 

Add,  1-1 0th  Contingencies 

£. 

69  11     6 

6  18     7| 

£. 

76  10     1| 

For  four  Huts 
13  April  1839. 


£.306.     0.     7. 


William  Gosset, 
B.  Major  Commanding  R.  Engineers. 


Head  Quarters,  Spanish  Town,  Jamaica, 
Sir,  26  Februanr  1839. 

I  HAVB  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury,  that  in  compliance  with  a  suggestion  of  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Secretary  at  War,  I  have  authorized  the  construction  of  four  huts  at 
Maroon  Town,  as  an  experiment  for  the  benefit  of  the  European  soldiers ;  they 
are  to  be  raised  by  working  parties  from  the  troops,  and  the  expense,  including 
12  L  for  the  purchase  of  tools,  amounts  to  160/.  7s.  id. 

2.  I  have  forwarded  a  Plan  and  Estimate  to  the  War-office,  and  I  have  to 
request  you  to  move  their  Lordships  to  sanction  the  amounts  being  charged  to 
the  Extraordinaries  of  the  Army. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  (signed)         Lionel  Smithy  h.  o. 

Treasury  Chambers,  London. 


Sir,  War-office,  10  April  1839. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Lionel 
Smith,  with  the  original  Plans  and  Estimate  of  the  expense  of  erecting  huts  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  troops  to  be  stationed  at  Maroon  Town,  in  Jamaica, 
and  to  request  that  you  will  submit  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's 
Treasury  that  the  expense  which  has  been  or  which  may  be  incurred  for  the 
very  desirable  object  of  affi)rding  accommodation  to  the  troops  at  the  most 
healthy  position  in  the  island,  may  be  admitted  as  a  charge  upon  the  Extraor* 
dinaries  of  the  Army. 

I  have,  &c. 
F.  T.  Baring,  Esq.  (signed)        Haunch. 

•  &c.  &c.  &c. 


My  Lord,  Treasury  Chambers,  22  April  1839. 

The  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  having  had  under  their 
consideration  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  relative  to  the  erection  of  huts  for 
the  troops  at  Maroon  Town,  Jamaica,  and  their  Lordships  having  also  had  before 
them  a  communication  from  Sir  Lionel  Smith  on  the  same  subject,  I  am  com- 
manded to  acquaint  you  that  their  Lordships  have  authorized  the  admission  of 
the  expenses  of  building  the  huts  in  question,  as  a  charge  against  the  Extraordi- 
naries of  the  Army. 

I  am,  &c. 
The  Secretary  at  War,  (signed)        F.  T.  Baring. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 
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4  TEMPORARY  BARRACKS  AT 

Sin  Treasury  Chambers,  22  April  1839. 

Tfifi  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  having  had  before  them 

Xour  letter  of  28  February  last,  relative  to  the  erection  of  huts  for  the  troops  at 
f aroon  Town,  Jamaica,  and  also  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  at  War 
on  the  same  subject,  I  am  commanded  to  acquaint  you  that  my  Lords  are  pleased 
to  authorize  the  admission  of  the  expense  of  building  the  huts  in  question,  as  a 
charge  against  the  Extraordinaries  of  the  Army. 

I  am,  &c 
lieutenant-General  Sir  L.  Smi^,  (signed)        F.  Baring. 

Jamaica. 


(No.  319.) 

Sir,  Treasury  Chambers,  22  April  1839. 

The  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  having  had  imder  their 
consideration  a  letter  from  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  dated  the  25th  February  last,  re- 
lative to  the  erection  of  huts  for  the  troops  at  Maroon  Town,  Jamaica,  I  lun 
commanded  to  acquaint  you  that  my  Lords  have  been  pleased  to  convey  their 
authority  to  Sit  L.  Smith  for  the  admission  of  the  expense  of  boilding  the  huts 
in  question  as  a  charge  against  the  Extraordinaries  of  the  Army. 

I  am,  &c. 
Deputy  Commissary-General  Kearney,  (signed)        F.  T.  Baring. 

Jamaica. 


(No.  1,083.) 
Sir,  Commissariat,  Jamaica,  24  April  1839. 

1  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  16th  February,  ad- 
dressed to  me  by  the  assistant  military  secretary,  transmitting  a  List  of  Took  re- 
quired for  the  eugineer  department,  to  be  used  by  the  troops  m  the  construction 
of  huts  at  Maroon  Town,  and  conveying  to  me  the  directions  of  his  Excellency 
the  Commander  of  the  Forces  to  purchase  them.  A  copy  of  the  list  and  a  copy 
of  the  accounts,  amounting  to  121.  9  s.  9  d.  sterling,  accompany  the  enclosure. 

Connected  with  this  sulyect,  I  also  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  27th  Fe- 
bruary from  the  assistant  military  secretary,  conveying  the  commands  of  his 
Excellency  for  me  to  hold  138Z.  Is.  id.  sterling,  at  the  disposal  of  the  officer 
commanding  Royal  Engineers,  to  defray  the  expense  of  constructing  four  huts 
at  Maroon  Town,  and  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  respective  officers, 
stating  that  h  would  be  desirable  that  this  payment  should  be  made  by  tiiecom- 
ttmsariaiiy.withoKit  rdTercnce  to  the  deputy  storekeeper. 

I  4l1m  tmdote  a  copy  of  a  &rther  letter,  of  the  20th  April,  from  the  assistant 
military  secretary,  Erecting  an  additional  sum  of  8062.  Os.  Id.  sterling,  to  he 
^iM  aA  the  disposal  of  the  dioer  <^ommanding  lU^al  Engineers  to  <de&y  the 
expense  of  erecting  four  huts  for  officers  at  Maroon  Town. 

As  I  conceive  4)hat  4be  oost  of  constructing  these  huts,  as  additionii  bamck 
aceommodatiM^  will  eventually  cotne  into  uie  Ordnance  Accounts,  and  not  be 
charged  to  the  Extraordinaries  of  the  Army,  I  have  classed  the  paymeailA  for 
the  tools  Skid  for  the  building  the  huts  under  letter  (I)  in  my  accounts. 

I  have,  &c. 

A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.  (signed)        R.  Kearney^  n.  c. «. 

&c.     &c.     &c. 


Sir,  Military  Secretary's  Office,  Kingston,  16  Feb.  1839, 

Dst  of  Toolii.  1  HAVE  the  hotfour  to  transmit  herewith  a  List  of  Tools  required  to  be  purchased 

for  the  ei]^neer  department,  to  be  used  by  the  troops  in  the  construction  of  huts 
at  Maroon  Town,  and  to  convey  to  you  the  commands  of  the  Lieutenant-general 
that  they  may  be  procured  as  soon  as  possible,  and  handed  over  to  the  Ordnance 
storekeeper  for  issue. 

1  have,  fee. 
D.  Kearney,  Esq.  n.  c.  g.  (signed)         S.  R.  tVarren, 

Kingston.  Assistant  Military  Secretary. 

(A  true  copy,) 

(signed)         John  Jummer^  d.  a.  c.  g. 
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MAROON  TOWN,  JAMAICA. 

Royal  Engineer  Office^  Jamaica,  16  February  1839. 

List  of  Tools  required  to  be  jmrchased  for  constructing  the  Huts  at  Maroon  Town, 
i^eeably  to  the  accompanying  letter ;  viz. 

Axes,  felling     --------  B 

Kll-Jiooks         - 10 

Gimlets,  middling  size        -        -        -        -        -        -  12 

Hammers,  hand         -------  4 

Ditto     -    sledge       -        ----        --        -  3 

Hand-^ws        --------  4 

ShoTek     - 6 

Reap-]K>okB      --.-.-..M 

Jack-fdane        --------  1 

Adze 1 

(signed)        W.  M.  Gosset^  B.  Major, 

Comms  Royal  Engineers. 


D.^Keamey,  Esq.  Deputy  Commissary^General,  on  account  of  Government. 

To  E.  C.  Lewis  &  Co,        Dr. 
Jamaica,  20  February  1839. 


TO  8  steel  falling  axes,  40  lbs,  at  1/8  - 

10  large  bright  bills,  at  6/        -        -        -        -        - 
n  patent  gimlets  -        ------ 

4  large  mmmers,  at  8/4 

8  sledee  -  d*  -  86  lbs.  at  1/3       - 

8  band-saws,  at  16/10   ------ 

1  large  ditto         ..•---- 

6  shovels,  at  8/4  - 
20  reaping-hooks,  at  4/2  -        -        -        -        - 

1  double  iron  jack-pkoie       -        -        -        -        - 

1  adze  .-.----- 

12  staves  for  handles  for  adze  and  falling  axes,  at  1/3 


Sterhng,  at  4/2 


£•   $»  a. 

3  6  8 
2  10  - 
-84 
^  13  4 
2  3  9 
278 

-  17  6 
2  10  - 

4  3  4 

-  13  4 

-  7  <5 

-  15  - 


20  16     3 


12     9     9 


We  do  hereby  certify  that  the  Above  charges  are  fair  and  reasonable,  and  According  to  the 
vftoal  market  rates. 

(signed)        llamas  Lumdie  4r  Co. 
W.  Nethersok. 

Jamaica,  21  Ff^bruary  1489. 
Received  from  D.  Kearney,  esq.  deputy  commissary-general,  the  sum  of  12/.  9$.  94* 
army  sterling,  being  the  amount  of  the  above  Account;  for  which  we  bajire  ai^ed  duplicate 
receipts. 

(3igned)       %C.  Lewis  tf  Co. 
£.  12.  9.  9.  army  sterling. 

^  Witness  the  pigment, 

(si^ed)        P.  G.  J5.  Vawsan. 

(True  copy,) 

(s^ed)        Thofnas  MfCann. 


Sir,  Militaiy  Secretary'^  OflBLce,  Kingatojj^  57  F^b.  1839. 

I JBAYE  the  conunands  of  the  Lieutenant-general  to  request  you  to  be^o  ,g€!Gt4 
as  to  iold  the  sum  of  IsaZ.  Is.  Id.  sterlings  at  the  disposal  of  the  officer  f^om^ 
mauding  Koyal  Engineers,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
construction  of  four  huts,  ordered  at  Maroon  Town.    You  will  perceive  by  ,thie  Ordnanct,  Ja- 
conduding  paragraph  of  .the  enclosed  letter  from  the  respective  officex^,  that  "^^  •*  Tehvi^ 
these  payments  are  to  be  made  by  the  Commisaaciat,  and  joiot  by  the  Qjo^nmcKS  ^  *  ^^* 
storekeeper,  as  I  had  supposed. 

I  have,  &c. 
D.  Kearney,  Esq.  (signed)        /.  i?.  Warren. 

Deputy  Commissary-ueneral. 

(A  true  copy.) 

(signed)        John  Jvmmer^  p.  a.  c.  g. 
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,  Sir,  OflSlce  of  Ordnance,  Jamaica,  22  Feb.  1839. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  21st  instant,  requesting  to  be  furnished  with  an 
estimate  of  the  probable  sum  that  will  be  required  Ifor  the  proposed  huts  at 
Maroon  Town,  we  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the  estimate  for  constructing 
the  same  which  was  submitted  to  and  approved  by  Lieutenant-general  Sir  Lionel 
Smith,  amounted  to  ISSl.  7s.  7d.;  also,  that  the  charge  for  the  tools,  according 
to  requisition  which  accompanied  our  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  is  12Z. 

Referring  to  the  latter  part  of  your  letter,  as  the  accounts  for  Ordnance  Barrack 
Department  are  totally  distinct  from  those  for  the  Army  Extraordinaries,  it  will  be 
desirable  that  the  deputy  commissary-general  shall  be  instructed  to  make  the 
necessary  disbursements,  without  reference  to  the  Ordnance  storekeeper. 

We  are,  &c. 

(signed)         W.  D.  Nicolls^  Lt,  Col.  Comm^  R.  Artillery. 
W.  M.  Gossetj  B.  Maj.  Comm«  R.  Engineers. 
Charles  Middletouy  Acting  Ord*^®  Storekeeper. 
John  J.  LeweVy  Acting  Deputy  Storekeeper. 

Major  Warren,  Assistant  Military  Secretary. 


Sir,  Military  Secretary's  Office,  Kingston,  20  April  1839. 

I  AM  to  convey  to  you  the  commands  of  Lieutenant-general  Sir  Lionel  Smith, 
that  you  will  be  pleased  to  hold  the  further  sum  of  306 Z.  Os.  id.  sterling  at  the 
disposal  of  the  officer  commanding  Royal  Engineers,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying 
the  expense  of  erecting  four  huts  for  officers  at  Maroon  Town. 

I  have,  &c. 


D.  Kearney,  Esq.  Deputy  Commissary-General. 


(signed)         S.  R.  Warren. 


(A  true  copy.) 

(signed)         G.  E.  Dawson. 


Head  Quarters,  Spanish  Town,  Jamaica, 
My  Lord,  30  April  1839. 

Copy,  from  Major        In  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  26th  February  last,  relative  to  the  erection  of 
Gosset,  huts  for  the  troops  at  Maroon  Town,  I  have  now  the  honour  to  transmit  here- 

»3  Apnl  i839>     ^j^j^  ^  VhiXL  and  Estimate  for  four  huts  for  officers  at  the  same  station,  and  to 

Plan,  &c.  Estimate,  acquaint  your  Lordship  that  I  have  approved  thereof,  and  have  given  instruc- 
tions that  the  work  may  be  proceeded  on  without  delay. 

2.  I  request  that  your  Lordship  will  do  me  the  favour  to  move  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  to  sanction  the  charge  stated  in  the 
estimate,  amounting  to  306/.  Os.  Id. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Viscount  Howick,  (signed)         Lionel  Smithy  l.  g. 

&c.   &c.   &c. 


Sir,  Royal  Engineers  Office,  Jamaica,  13  April  1839. 

In  obedience  to  the  communication  of  the  26th  ultimo  from  Lieutenant-colonel 
Elliot,  Deputy  Quartermaster-general,  conveying  the  directions  of  his  Excellency 
the  Lieutenant-general  commanding,  for  me  to  prepare  plans  and  estimates 
for  the  construction  of  four  huts,  for  the  accommodation  of  officers  at  Maroon 
Town,  I  have  now  the  honour  to  forward  the  same  to  you  for  his  Excel- 
lency's consideration  and  further  orders.  The  amount  of  the  estimate  is 
806/.  Qs.  Id.  You  will  observe  that  it  is  proposed  to  build  four  huts,  each  hut 
to  be  available  for  the  accommodation  of  two  officers. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         W.  M.  Gossetj 
Major  Warren,  B.  M.  Commanding  R.  Engineers. 

Acting  Deputy  Quartermaster-General, 
Jamaica. 
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Sir,  War-Office,  29  June  1839. 

With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  10th  April  last,  and  to  the  sanction  given 
by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury,  by  your  letter  of  the 
22d  April,  to  the  erection  of  huts  for  the  troops  at  Maroon  Town,  Jamaica,  I 
transmit  herewith  the  copy  of  a  ftirther  letter  from  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  with  its 
enclosures  in  original,  reporting  that  he  has  approved  the  erection  of  four  huts 
for  officers  at  the  same  station,  and  requesting  the  sanction  of  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  to  the  charge  of  306/.  Os.  id.  incurred  for 
this  purpose,  and  have  the  honour  to  request  that  you  will  submit  to  their  Lord- 
ships my  strong  recommendation  that  the  expense  may  be  admitted  as  a  charge 
upon  the  Extraordinaries  of  the  Army. 

I  have,  &c. 
F.  T.  Baring,  Esq.  (signed)        Hawick. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Sir,  War-Office,  29  June  1839. 

I  AM  directed  to  transmit  herewith  copies  of  a  correspondence  which  has  taken 
place  regarding  the  erection  of  huts  for  the  accommodation  of  the  troops  sta- 
tioned at  Maroon  Town,  Jamaica,  and  to  request  that  you  will  strongly  recom- 
mend to  the  attention  of  the  Master-General  and  Board  of  Ordnance  the  advan- 
tage of  the  mode  which  has  been  adopted  of  supplying  the  troops  with  the 
accommodation  they  required,  and  the  propriety  of  a  similar  course  being  adopted 
in  other  colonies  wherever  it  may  be  practicable  to  do  so. 

I  have,  &c. 
Richard  Byham,  Esq.  (signed)        i.  Svlivan. 

kc.  &;c.  &;c. 


Sir,  Office  of  Ordnance,  16  July  1839. 

I  HAVE  the  honour,  by  command  of  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo,  with  enclosures  regarding  the 
erection  of  huts  for  the  accommodation  of  the  troops  stationed  at  Maroon  Town, 
Jamaica,  and  suggesting  the  propriety  of  a  similar  course  being  adopted  in  other 
colonies  wherein  it  may  be  practicable  to  do  so. 

I  have,  &c. 
L.  Sulivan,  Esq.  (signed)        R.  Byham. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


(No.  340.) 
Sir,  Treasury  Chambers,  15  July  1889. 

I  AM  commanded  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasuiy  to 
acquaint  you,  with  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  24  th  April  last,  that  they  nave 
approved  of  the  further  sum  of  306/.  0^.  id.  being  applied  to  the  erection  of 
four  huts  for  the  accommodation  of  officers  at  Maroon  Town ;  and  I  am  to 
desire  that  when  you  shall  have  issued  the  said  sum  to  the  order  of  the  officer 
commanding  the  Royal  Engineers,  as  directed  by  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  you  will 
charge  the  amount  in  your  accounts  against  the  Extraordinaries  of  the  Army. 

I  am,  &c« 
(signed)         F.  T.  Baring. 
Deputy  Commissary-General  Kearney, 
Jamaica. 


My  Lord,  Treasury  Chambers,  18  July  1839. 

I  AK  commanded  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasuiy  to 
acquaint  you  that  they  have  been  pleased,  upon  the  recommendation  contamed 
in  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo,  to  approve  of  the  further  sum  of 
306/.  0^.  Id.  being  applied  to  the  erection  of  four  huts  for  the  accommodation 
of  officers  at  Maroon  Town,  Jamaica ;  and  my  Lords  have  instructed  the  com- 
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missariat  officer  in  charge  to  hold  the  said  sum  at  the  disposal  of  the  command- 
ing royal  engineer,  and  when  he  shall  have  made  the  payment,  to  charge  the 
sum  to  the  account  of  Army  Extraordinaries. 

I  am,  &e. 

The  Secretary  at  War,  (signed)        F.  T.  Baring. 

Itc.  &c.  &c. 


Sir,  War-Office,  30  August  1839* 

I  HAV£  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  that  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her 
Majesty's  Treasuiy  have  authorized  the  expenditure  of  306/.  Os.  7d.  for  four 
officers'  huts  at  Maroon  Town,  as  a  charge  against  the  Extraordinaries  of  the 
Army ;  and  that  I  am  at  present  in  correspondence  with  the  Master-general  and 
Board  of  Ordnance  relative  to  accommodation  of  a  similar  description  being 
provided  in  the  same  way  for  an  entire  corps  at  that  station. 

I  have,  &c. 
Lieut.-gener^  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.c.b.  (signed)        Hawick. 

&c.     &c.    &c. 


Copy,  Maroon 
Town,  14  May 

1839- 

fioyal  Engineers 

Office,  Up-Park 

Camp,  24  May 

1839- 


Head  Quarters,  Spanish  Town,  Jamaica, 
My  Lord,  9  June  1839. 

HEREwrrH  I  do  myself  the  honour  to  transmit  the  latest  report  I  have  received 
from  Lieut.-oolonel  Cross,  respecting  the  progress  made  in  the  hutting  of  a  regi- 
ment at  Maroon  Town,  fend  also  a  letter  from  Major  Gosset,  chief  officer  of 
engineers,  on  the  same  subject. 

2.  I  have  now  to  beg  your  Lordship's  earliest  instructions  and  commands  as 
to  whether  these  erections  are  intended  to  be  of  a  permanent  or  temporary 
descripticm;  and  if  of  the  former,  that  authority  may  be  granted  for  the 
necessary  disbursements. 

3.  The  Quartermaster-generars  department  in  this  command  is  on  so  limited 
a  scale,  and  there  would  be  such  a  difficulty  and  expense  in  establishing  clerks 
of  works^  artificers,  and  superintendents,  all  of  whom  are  already  organized  and 
in  constant  pay  in  the  Engineer  department,  that,  on  the  score  of  economy  as 
well  as  expediency,  I  would  strongly  recommend  that  the  Master-general  of  the 
Ordnance  should  be  applied  to,  to  permit  the  service  being  completed,  as  it 
has  been  begun,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  department  of  the  Royal 
Engineers. 

I  have,  &c. 


The  Viscount  Howick, 
fee.  Ice.  &c. 


(signed)         Lionel  Smithy 


Lieut.-general. 


Sir,  Royal  Engineers  Office,  Up-Park  Camp,  24  May  1839. 

I  BEG  leave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  18th  instaat, 
enclosing  Lieut^iant^olonel  Cross's  report  of  the  progress  of  the  hutting  at 
Maroon  Town,  with  suggestions  as  to  the  building  likely  to  be  required  to 
complete  the  establishment  for  one  regiment,  together  with  the  directions  of  the 
lieutenant-general  commanding,  that  I  should  supply  any  information  I  possess 
on  the  subject ;  as  also  any  observation  I  may  have  to  oflfer  on  the  completion  of 
the  plan,  in  reference  to  the  lieutenant-colonel's  letter. 

In  reply  I  have  the  honour  to  observe,  that  the  requisition  made  by  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Cross,  in  reference  to  the  number  of  huts  or  out-buildings,  appears  to  be 
suitable  to  the  accommodation  of  a  regiment ;  it  is  not,  however,  explained  if 
the  Serjeants'  mess,  school,  quartermaster's  store,  and  armourer'^  dH>p  are 
reeommended  as  parmanent  buildings,  or  after  the  more  temporary  system  of 
butting. 

In  reference  to  this  subject,  I  take  leave  to  submit,  that  in  the  event  of  iiis 
Excellency  being  pleased  to  carry  on  the  system  of  huts  beyond  those  (fo«r 
officeiB'  and  fimr  soldiers'),  already  in  progress,  whether  it  nright  not  be  m«re 
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advantageous,  in  various  respects,  to  the  public  service  generally,  to  place  their 
construction  in  the  charge  of  an  officer  to  be  attached  to  the  deputy  quarter- 
master-generars  department. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)        fV.  M  Gossetj 
B.  Major,  Comm.  Royal  Engineers. 

Major  Warren, 
Acting  Deputy  Quartermaster-general,  Jamaica. 


Sir,  Maroon  Town  Barracks,  14  May  1839. 

I  CONCEIVE  it  will  be  satisfactory  to  his  Excellency  the  Commander  of  the 
Forces  to  have  a  general  report  of  the  actual  progress  that  has  been  made  in  the 
erecting  of  the  military  huts  at  this  station,  since  the  arrival  of  the  regiment 
under  my  command ;  and  at  the  same  time  I  propose  to  myself  that  this  report 
shall  embrace  an  outline  of  what  I  conceive  necessary  to  be  completed  previously 
to  the  Lieutenant-generaFs  views  of  bringing  the  whole  regiment  together  at 
Maroon  Town  can  be  accomplished. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  regiment,  on  the  13th  of  April,  I  found  four  soldiers* 
huts  in  the  following  state  of  progress :  Two  out  of  the  four  were  thatched ;  the 
third  was  wattled,  and  ready  for  thatch ;  the  fourth  had  the  posts  for  the  walls 
set  up,  and  ready  to  be  wattled ;  but  only  in  one  hut  had  the  clay  floor  been 
rammed  down  and  hardened. 

The  work  upon  the  huts,  as  I  am  informed,  ceased,  either  totally  or  partially, 
as  soon  as  the  8th  regiment  received  orders  of  readiness  for  embarkation,  and 
was  again  resumed  by  the  68th  regiment  on  the  17th  April ;  and  in  order  to 
carry  out  the  General's  views  of  bringing  the  regiment  together  with  the  least 
possible  delay,  I  placed  no  limit  whatever  to  the  number  of  men  required  by  the 
officer  entrusted  with  the  erection  of  the  huts ;  and  I  feel  satisfied  that  he  em- 
ployed them  in  the  most  advantageous  manner ;  and  I  must  add,  that  I  never 
saw  men  work  more  cheerfully  and  laboriously,  so  much  so,  that  a  question 
arises  in  my  mind  how  far  I  would  be  justified  if  I  were  not  to  place  a  limit  to 
their  exertions,  which  I  shall  speak  of  hereafter. 

I  found  the  communications  between  the  barracks  in  a  most  dreadful  state. 
The  torrents  of  water  had  been  sufiered  to  run  down  the  middle  of  the  roads, 
tearing  up  all  the  materials  that  had  been  laid  down  by  former  regiments,  and 
consequently,  no  permanent  improvement  was  here  made ;  and  my  first  atten- 
tion was  directed  to  this  point.  I  have  now  to  speak  of  the  result  of  the  month's 
labour,  which  is  as  follows  :  One  hut  roofed  and  wattled ;  two  huts  thatched,  and 
the  clay  flooring. of  them  rammed  down  and  hardened;  the  ground  for  one 
officer's  hut  cleared,  and  the  posts  for  the  walls  set  up ;  besides  which,  60  feet  of 
masonry  of  the  rebuilding  of  the  side  wall  of  the  soldiers'  barrack  has  been 
completed. 

I  nave  also  to  add,  that  the  quartermaster's  unpaid  fatigue  party  has  drained 
and  new  made  about  300  yards  of  a  good  permanent  road. 

I  shall  now  advert  to  the  number  of  soldiers  employed  in  the  performance  of 
the  above  work. 

The  officer  of  engineers  has  had  tradesmen  and  labourers  from  the  regiment, 
varying  in  number  from  12  to  60  daily,  according  as  he  could  procure  tools 
and  implements  for  their  employment.  The  quartermaster's  fatigue  party 
employed  on  the  road  consisted  generally  of  14  men,  relieved  every  two  hours, 
by  which  more  than  double  the  work  was  performed  than  would  have  been  done 
by  the  common  mode  of  whole  day  fatigue  parties. 

I  have  spoken  above  of  the  question  of  diminishing  the  fatigue  parties,  which 
originated  in  my  observing  the  extraordinary  wear  and  tear  of  the  soldiers' 
shirts,  trowsers,  and  shoes,  in  consequence  of  going  a  long  way  into  the  bush  to 
cut  poles  and  thatch  for  the  construction  of  the  huts  at  this  season  of  the  year, 
when  scarcely  any  foresight  can  guard  against  the  men  getting  drenched  with 
rain  before  they  can  return  to  their  barracks ;  but  I  have  consulted  the  medical 
officer  in  charge  upon  this  point,  and  he  feels  no  apprehension  as  regards  the 
men's  health. 
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Having  already  given  a  detail  of  what  has  been  accomplished  in  this  four 
weeks'  labour,  I  come  next  to  the  detail  of  accommodation  that  this  place  will 
aflford  when  the  four  soldiers*  huts  (which  are  now  ready  for  plastering)  shall 
be  dry  and  ready  for  the  men's  reception ;  and  also  a  detail  of  the  accommoda- 
tion requisite  for  a  whole  regiment,  so  that  the  General  will  be  enabled  to  calcu- 
late the  period  when  he  can  draw  together  the  entire  regiment  at  Maroon  Town, 
and  also  with  a  view  that  he  may  direct  what  objects  are  to  be  first  attended  to ; 
and  I  have  now  only  to  add,  that  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  my  part  to  carry  his 
wishes  into  effect  with  the  greatest  zeal  and  alacrity.  These  two  details  are 
annexed. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)        John  Crossy 
Lieut-colonel  commanding  68th  Regt. 

The  Deputy  Quartermaster-general, 
&c.  &c.  &c.  Kingston. 


Present  Capacity  of  Maroon  Town  Barracks. 


Officers. 

Men. 

- 

13 

270 

- 

2 

100 

- 

10 

231 

25 

601 

Accommodation  iu  barracks  for 
Huts  nearly  finished  for 
To  bo  provided  for 


Required  to  be  Built. 

Five  officers'  huts,  containing  two  each ;  agfat  soldiers'  huts,  containing  25  each ;  cooking- 
place  for  huts ;  Serjeants'  mess;  school;  quartermaster's  store;  armourer's  dbop;  officers' 
privy;  a  hut  for  the  serjeant-major  and  quartermaster-serjeant. 

The  present  hired  hospital  is  a  mile  distant,  and  ill  calculated  for  the  purpose ;  it  can  only 
contain  12  patients. 


Sir,  War-Office,  25  August  1839. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  copies  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  and 
its  enclosures,  relative  to  providing  accommodation  for  a  large  force  at  Maroon 
Tovm,  and  to  inform  you  that  I  propose  calling  on  that  officer  for  an  estimate 
of  the  probable  cost  of  erecting  the  buildings  stated  to  be  necessary  for  an 
entire  corps  at  that  station,  following  the  same  mode  lately  adopted  there,  of 
applying  the  labour  of  the  troops,  and  such  materials  as  can  readily  be  procured 
on  the  spot,  in  their  construction. 

I  trust,  that  to  aid  the  object  I  have  in  view,  of  concentrating  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  force  in  Jamaica  at  this  healthy  station,  the  Master-general  and  Board 
of  Ordnance  will  give  such  orders  to  the  engineer  officer  in  that  island,  as  will 
prevent  any  diflBlculty  in  the  preparation  of  this  estimate,  or  in  the  construction  of 
the  buildings,  on  the  estimate  being  sanctioned  as  formerly  by  the  Treasury. 

I  have,  &c. 

Lieut.-General  Sir  Hussey  Vivian,  Bart.  (signed)        HomcL 

Master-General  of  Ordnance. 


(M.G.436.) 
Sir,  Office  of  Ordnance,  27  September  1839. 

1  HAVE  the  honour,  by  command  of  the  Master-general  and  Board  of  Ord- 
nance, to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Lord  Howick's  letter,  dated  26th  ultimo, 
enclosing  copy  of  one,  and  enclosures,  from  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  relative  to  provid- 
ing accommodation  for  a  larger  force  at  Maroon  Town,  Jamaica,  and  suggesting 
that  orders  be  given  to  the  engineer  officer  in  that  island,  so  as  to  prevent  any 
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difficulty  in  the  preparation  of  the  estimate,  &c.  and  to  state,  for  the  infonnation 
of  the  Secretary  at  War,  that  no  orders  are  requisite  upon  the  subject  to  the 
commanding  engineer,  because  it  will  be  his  duty  to  prepare  such  estimates  as 
the  Commander  of  the  Forces  may  call  on  him  to  make,  in  consequence  of  any 
instructions  received  from  the  War-Office,  and  also  to  give  the  aid  and  assistance 
of  the  whole  of  the  Engineer  department,  provided  no  expense  is  brought  upon 
the  Ordnance. 

•  I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         G.  Butler^ 
h.  Sulivan,  Esq.  for  the  Secretary. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Sir,  War-Office,  12  October  1839. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  9th  June  last,  I  am  directed  to  express  the  Secre- 
tary at  War's  satisfaction  at  the  progress  which  has  been  made  in  hutting  the 
troops  at  Maroon  Town,  and  to  request  that,  with  the  view  of  providing  accom- 
modation for  a  complete  corps  at  that  healthy  station,  the  necessary  estimates 
may  forthwith  be  prepared  for  the  other  buildings  referred  to  in  Lieut.-Colonel 
Cross's  Report ;  viz. 

Five  oflScers'  huts,  to  contain  two  each ;  eight  soldiers'  huts,  to  contain  26 
each ;  cooking-place  for  huts ;  Serjeants'  mess-room ;  school-room ;  quarter-mas- 
ter's store  ;  armourer's  shop ;  officers'  privy ;  a  hut  for  a  serjeant  and  two  quarter- 
master-serjeants. 

To  be  constructed  in  the  same  way,  of  similar  materials,  and  under  the  same 
superintendence  as  those  lately  erected,  care  being  taken  that  the  cooking-places 
and  forge  are  so  constructed  as  to  obviate  the  probability  of  their  being  injured  by 
fire. 

You  will  likewise  cause  an  estimate  to  be  prepared  and  transmitted  for  the 
erection  of  an  hospital,  instead  of  the  house  at  present  hired  for  that  purpose ; 
in  the  preparation  of  which  estimate  the  medicsd  officer  will  be  consulted  as  to 
whether  any  difference  will  be  required  in  the  construction  from  that  of  the 
other  buildings,  in  order  to  secure  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  patients  ;  and 
in  transmitting  this  estimate,  it  will  be  stated  whether  the  present  hospital  is 
held  on  lease  ror  any  term  of  years  yet  unexpired,  in  which  case  it  would  only 
be  necessary  at  present  to  providfe  accommodation  for  such  patients  as  cannot 
conveniently  be  treated  therein. 

On  receipt  of  these  estimates  the  Secretary  at  War  will  apply  to  the  Treasury 
to  authorize  the  necessary  expenditure ;  and  you,  therefore,  will  be  pleased  to 
issue  the  requisite  orders  to  the  officer  commanding  the  engineers  for  their  being 
prepared,  and  the  construction  of  the  buildings  superintended  by  that  depart- 
ment, as  was  the  case  with  the  huts  already  erected. 

To  obviate  any  difficulties  which  might  arise  on  this  head,  an  application  has 
been  made  to  the  Master-general  and  Board  of  Ordnance ;  and  I  annex  a  copy 
of  their  answer,  to  which  you  will  call  the  attention  of  the  officer  in  charge  of 
the  Engineer  department  if  necessary. 

The  General  Officer  I  have,  &c. 

Commanding  the  Troops,  (signed)         L.  Sulivan. 

Jamaica. 


Extract  of  a  LETTER  from  the  Board  of  Ordnance  to  the  Quartermaster- 
Greneral,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  Construction  of  Huts  at  Maroon  Tovony 
Jamaica;  dated  2d  October  1839.— (M.  G.  436.) 

In  respect  to  the  huts  at  Maroon  Town,  the  Master-general  and  Board  do  not 
yet  understand  on  what  principle  they  were  erected,  Sir  Lionel  Smith  having, 
m  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  stated  that  he  was  not  certain  whether  they 
would  be  temporary  or  permanent,  nor  are  they  aware  what  has  been  the  expense, 
and  what  the  effect  on  the  health  of  the  troops ;  when  all  this  information  is 
before  the  Master-general  and  Board,  they  will  then  be  able  to  judge  how  far  it 
is  a  principle  that  it  willbe  desirable  to  carry  out ;  at  present  it  is  an  experiment 
unknown  to  and  unauthorized  by  the  Ordnance  department,  and  they  apprehend 
equally  unknown  to  and  unauthorized  by  the  General  Commanding-in-chief. 
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Extract  of  a  LETTER  from  the  Quartermaster-General  to  the  Board  of 
Ordnance,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  Construction  of  Huts  at  Maroon  Town, 
Jamaica;  dated  18th  October  1839. 

In  respect  to  the  huts  at  Maroon  Town,  as  alluded  to  in  your  letter,  it  is  not 
in  the  power  of  the  General  Commanding-in-chief  to  afford  any  information  upon 
the  subject. 


(M.  G.  522.) 

My  Lord,  Office  of  Ordnance,  6  Dec.  1839. 

The  Master-general  having  forwarded  a  communication  to  Ihe  Board,  signify- 
ing his  request  to  be  furnished  with  certain  information  respecting  the  barracks 
at  Maroon  1  own,  Jamaica,  I  have  the  honour  to  forward  the  enclosed  extract 
from  the  same,  with  the  Board's  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  move  the 
General  Commanding-in-chief  to  favour  them  with  any  information  his  Lord- 
ship may  possess  on  the  several  points  there  specified. 

I  have,  &c. 


Lieut.-Gen.  Lord  Fitzroy  Somerset,  k.  c.  b. 
&c.  &c.  &c.  Horse  Guards. 


(signed)        E.  Byham. 


Copy  of  a  Document  sent  to  Lord  F.  Somerset  with  M.G.  622. 

23  November  1050. 
Extract  of  a  Minute  from  the  Master-General. 

Hut  Barracks  erecting  by  the  68th  Regiment  at  Maroon  Town,  Jamaica. 

What  has  been  the  proportion  of  deaths  per  hundred  among  the  men  employed  in  erecting 
these  barracks,  when  compared  with  the  men  stationed  at  Up  Park  barracks? 

In  regard  to  the  other  barracks  at  Maroon  Town,  has  any  manifest  and  very  decided 
difference  been  visible  in  the  state  of  the  health  of  the  troops  stationed  at  Maroon  Town, 
when  compared  with  that  of  those  at  Up  Park  barracks  ? 

Have  the  soldiers  the  means  of  attending  Divine  Service  at  Maroon  Town  ? 

Are  provisions  dearer  or  cheaper  than  those  at  Up  Park  ? 

The  Master-general  will  be  very  glad  to  be  furnished  with  any  farther  information,  show 
ing  the  comparative  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  the  two  stations  of  Maroon  Town  and 
Up  Park. 


Sir,  Horse  Guards,  16  December  1839. 

The  Board  of  Ordnance  having  applied  to  the  General  Commanding-in-chief 
for  information  upon  the  subject  of  barracks  erected  at  Maroon  Town,  Jamaica, 
and  his  Lordship  not  being  in  possession  of  any,  I  have  to  request  to  be  furnished 
with  any  explanation  that  the  records  of  the  War-Office  may  possess  upon  iJiis 
matter. 

I  have,  &c. 
L.  Sulivan,  Esq.  &c.  &c.  &c.  (signed)        Fitzroy  Somerset 
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My  Lord,  War-Office,  13  January  1840. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  16th  ultimo,  1  am  directed  to  transmit  copies  of 
the  correspondence  relative  to  the  barracks  at  Maroon  Town,  and  to  state  that 
the  plans  and  estimates  for  these  buildings  were  forwarded  to  the  Treasury  on 
10th  April  and  29th  June  last,  where  reference  can  be  made  to  them,  if  re^ 
quired. 

Sir  Lionel  Smith's  first  letter  on  this  subject  originated  in  a  private  commu- 
nication from  Lord  Howick,  of  which  there  is  no  copy  in  this  office. 

I  have,  &c. 

Lieut-General  Lord  Fitzroy  Somerset,  (signed)  L.  SuUvan. 

&c.    &c.    &c. 


Whitehall,  Treasury  Chambers,! 

W  March  {840.  }  «'  QOKDOV. 
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RETURN  to  an  Address  of  the  Honourable  The  House  of  Commons, 
dated  25  February  1840;— ^r, 


Copy  of  a  CIRCULAR  DESPATCH  addressed  by  Lord  John  Russell  to  the 
Grovemors  of  the  West  India  Colonies,  transmitting  an  Order  of  Her  Majesty 
in  Council  relative  to  Immigration  into  Trinidad. 


Ordered^  ^y  The  House  of  Commons,  to  he  Priniedy  26  February  1840. 


Copy  of  a  CIRCULAR  DESPATCH  addressed  by  Lord  John  Russell  to  the 
Governors  of  the  West  India  Colonies. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  5  November  1839. 

I  TRANSMIT  for  your  information  the  copy  of  an  Order  in  Council  allow-   ^ 
ing,  with  certain  modifications  and  exceptions,  an  Ordinance  passed  by  "^"^^i^ 
the  Legislature  of  Trinidad  on  the  subject  of  Immigration  into  that  Colony. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)  J.  Russell. 


At  the  Court  at  Windsor,  30th  September  1839. 
Present:— The  Queen's  Most  Excellent  Majesty  in  Council. 


Whereas  an  Ordinance  was  enacted  on  the  19th  day  of  April  last,  by  the  Acting 
lieutenant-governor  of  Trinidad,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  tpe  Council  of 
Government  thereof,  for  the  Encouragement  of  Immigration,  and  for  the  Protection  of 
Persons  Immigrating  into  that  Colony ;  which  Ordinance  is  in  the  following  terms : — 

**  An  Ordinance  enacted  by  his  Excellency  the   Acting  Lieutenant-governor  of  the 
Island  of  Trinidad,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Council  of  Government 
thereof,  for  the  Encouragement  of  Immigration,  and  for  the  Protection  of  Persons  Immi- ' 
grating  to  this  Colony." 

Whereas  an  Ordinance  was  passed  on  the  24th  day  of  November  1838,  entitled,  "  An 
Ordinance  for  &cilitating  the  Immigration  into  this  Colony  of  Labourers  accustomed  to 
Agriculture,  and  inured  to  Labour  in  a  Tropical  CHmate."  And  whereas,  it  is  expedient  to 
rqpeal  the  said  Ordinance,  and  to  make  better  provision  for  the  encouragement  of  immigra- 
tion, and  for  tHe  protection  of  persons  immigrating  to  this  colony ;  be  it  therefore  enacted, 
by  his  Excellency  John  Alexander  Mein,  esquire,  colonel  in  Her  Majesty's  forces,  acting 
Lieutenant-governor  and  Commander-in-chief  in  and  over  the  said  island  and  its  depend- 
encies, by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Council  of  Government  thereof,  that  the 
said  recited  Ordinance  of  the  24th  day  of  November  1838,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
repealed ;  provided  nevertheless,  that  the  several  rates  or  sums  of  money  which  may  have 
been  fixed,  under  the  said  Ordinance,  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  passage,  and  the 
maintenance  during  the  passage,  of  immigrants,  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  to  all  immigrants 
who  shall  come  into  this  colony  within  three  months  next  after  the  passing  of  this  Ordi- 
nance, and  who  would  have  been  entitled  to  such  rates  or  sums  of  mcmey  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  if  this  Ordinance  had  not  been  passed. 

11.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  Ordinance,  it  shall  be  law- 
fid  for  the  Governor  for  the  time  being  to  issue  and  pay  from  the  Colonial  Treasury,  for  or 
in  respect  of  every  labourer  of  African  race  or  descent  who  shall  come  into  this  colony  for  the 
purpose  of  settling  therein,  and  also  for  or  in  respect  of  any  agricultural  labourer,  althoi^h 
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not  of  Afiican  race  or  descent,  who  shall  come  into  this  colony  for  the  purpose  of  settKii^ 
therein,  from  any  port  or  place  which  sh^l  have  been  named  by  the  Governor  and  Councily 
as  hereinafter  dn-ected,  such  suind  of  money  for  defraying  the  expense  of  the  passage  and 
maintenance  during  the  passage  of  such  labourer,  and  the  wife  and  child  or  children  of  such 
labourer,  as  shall  ftom  time  to  time  be  fixed  and  allowed  by  order  of  the  Gtovemor,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Council  of  Government. 

III.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  that  the  expenses  of  the  passage  and  mainte- 
nance during  the  passage  of  all  labourers  oJF  African  race  or  descent  who  shall  come  into  this 
colony  for  such  purpose  as  aforesaid,  shall  in  all  cases  be  paid  f5rom  and  out  of  the  Colonial 
Treasury,  notwitnstanding  that  the  sums  to  be  allowed  for  the  same  shall  not  have  previ- 
ously been  fixed  as  hereinbefore  directed ;  and  that  where  no  order  shall  have  been  made  for 
fixing  the  same,  Ihe  Agent^general  of  Immigrants  hereinafter  mentioned  shall  certify  under 
his  hand  to  the  Governor  what  reasonable  sums  should  be  allowed  in  respect  of  such  labour- 
ers, their  wives  and  children,  with  reference  to  the  distance  of  the  place  from  which  they  shall 
have  come,  and  the  nature  of  the  voyage,  and  as  nearly  as  may  be  in  proportion  to  the  sums 
already  fixed  by  the  Governor  and  Council  in  respect  of  other  places ;  and  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  Governor  to  direct  that  the  sums  so  certified  in  respect  of  every  such  emigrant,  his 
wife  and  children,  shall  be  paid  firom  the  Colonial  Treasury. 

IV.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  lawfiil  for  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Council  of  Government,  to  name  the  several  ports  and  places  from  which  llibour- 
ers  coming  into  this  colony,  although  not  of  African  race  or  descent,  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
benefits  of  this  Ordinance,  and  notice  thereof  shall  be  given  in  the  Royal  Gazette. 

Y.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Council  of  Government^  from  time  to  time  to  make  order  for  the  altering  the 
amount  of  any  sum  or  sums  which  may  have  been  so  fixed  and  allowed  as  aforesaid,  or  for 
the  totally  disallowing  the  same :  provided  always,  that  no  such  Order,  altering  or  disallowing 
the  amount  of  any  sum  or  sums  which  may  have  been  so  fixed  as  aforesaid,  shall  come  into 
c^ration  until  six  months  after  such  Order  shall  have  been  published  in  the  Royal  Grazette. 

y  I.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Governor  from  time  to  time  to  nomi- 
nate and  appoint  such  person  as  he  shall  see  fit  as  Agent-general  of  Immigrants,  and  such 
Agent-general  of  Immigrants  shall  reside  in  the  town  of  Port  of  Spain,  and  there  shall  be 
paid  to  such  Agent-generalfirom  the  Colonial  Treasury  an  annual  salary  of  1002.  steding. 

VIL  And  be  it  enacted,  that  in  every  such  port  or  place  as  shall  worn  time  to  time  be 
selected  by  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  and  consent  or  the  Council  of  Government,  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Governor,  with  such  advice  and  consent,  to  appoint  some  fit  and  proper 
person  as  an  Agent  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  emigration  of  labourers  into  this  colony, 
and  to  allow  to  such  Agent  such  remuneration,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Colonial  Treasury,  as 
may  seem  reasonable :  provided  always,  that  such  remuneration  shall  not  in  any  case  be 
given  merely  in  proportion  to  the  numoer  of  emigrants  sent  to  this  colony  by  any  such  agent. 

VIII.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  such  agent  shall  ascertain,  by  personal  communicaticm 
vnth  every  emigrant,  previous  to  his  or  her  embarkation  from  the  port  or  place  for  which 
such  agent  shall  be  appointed,  that  such  emigrant  has  not  been  induced  to  emij?rate  by  any 
fraud,  or  false  or  unreasonable  representation,  and  is  aware  of  the  distance  of  the  Colony 
from  the  place  from  which  he  or  sne  is  about  to  emigrate,  and  the  difficulty  of  return ;  and 
such  Agent  shall  explain  the  real  advantages  likely  to  be  derived  by  such  emigrant  fiom  a 
removal  to  .this  Colony,  at  the  same  time  cautioning  such  emigrant  against  unreasonable 
and  unwarranted  expectations ;  and  such  Agent  shall  also  ascertain  that  every  such  emi- 

Srant  is  in  good  health,  and  not  incapacitated  for  labour  by  old  age^  bodily  infirmity,  or 
sease. 

IX.  And  be  it  epacted,  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  ship  on  board  of  any  ship  or  vessel 
carrying  emigrants  to  this  Colony,  any  number  of  passengers  exceeding  the  proportion  of 
three  persons  for  every  five  tons,  old  measurement,  ot  the  registered  burden  of  such  ship  or 
vessel,  the  master  and  crew  being  included  in  and  forming  a  part  of  such  prescribed  numoer; 
and  that  no  such  ship  or  vessel  carrying  emigrants,  and  having  more  than  one  deck,  shall 
have  less  than  the  height  of  five  feet  and  a  half,  at  the  least,  between  decks ;  and  in  case 
such  ship  or  vessel  shall  have  only  one  deck,  a  platform  shall  be  laid  beneath  such  deck,  in 
such  manner  as  to  afibrd  a  space  of  the  height  of  five  feet  and  a  half  at  the  least ;  and  that 
no  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  have  more  than  two  tiers  of  berths ;  and  that  no  such  ship  or 
vessel  having  two  tiers  of  berths  shall  carry  passengers  on  any  such  voyage  to  this  Colony, 
unless  there  shall  be  an  interval  of  six  inches  at  the  least  between  the  deck  or  platform  and 
the  floor  of  the  lower  tier,  throughout  the  whole  extent  thereof;  and  whatever  may  be  the 
tonnage  of  the  ship  or  vessel,  no  greater  number  of  passengers  shall  be  taken  on  boaid  of 
such  ship  or  vessel  than  shall  be  after  the  rate  of  one  such  person  for  every  ten  si;^rficial 
Heel  of  the  lower  deck  or  platform  unoccupied  by  goods  or  stores  not  being  the  personal 
ba^age  of  such  persons. 

A.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  in  the  computation  of  the  number  of  passengers  withtn  the 
meaning  of  this  Ordinance,  two  children,  each  being  under  the  age  ot  foorteea  years,  but 
above  the  age  of  seven  years,  or  three  children,  each  being  under  the  age  of  seven  years, 
•shall  in  all  cases  be  comouted  as  one  person  only ;  and  that  children  under  the  age  of  IS 
months  shall  not  be  incluaed  in  such  computation. 

XL  And  be  it  enacted,  tbat  there  shall  be  actually  laden  and  on  board  of  every  sbi^  or 
vessel  bringing  emigrants  ipto  this  Colony,  at  the  time  of  the  departure  of  such  ship  or 
vessel  from  the  port  or  place  at  which  such  labourers  shall  be  embarked,  good  and  whole- 
some provisions,  for  the  use  and  consumption  of  the  said  passengers,  over  and  above  the 

victuiUing 
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▼ictualling  of  the  crew,  to  the  amount  or  in  the  proportion  following;  that  is  to  say, 
a  supply  of  pure  water  to  the  amount  of  five  gallons  to  every  week  of  the  computed  voyage 
for  every  passenger  on  board  such  ship  or  vessel,  such  water  being  carried  in  tanks  or  sweet 
casks,  ana  a  supply  of  bread,  biscuit,  oatmeal,  or  bread  stufis,  to  the  amount  of  seven 
pounds'  weight  to  every  week  of  the  computed  voyage  for  every  such  passenger :  provided 
always,  that  when  any  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  destined  to  call  at  a  port  or  place  in  the 
course  of  her  voyage,  for  the  purpose  of  filling  up  her  water-casks,  a  supply  of  water,  at  the 
rate  before  mentioned,  for  every  week  of  an  average  voyage  to  such  port  or  place  of  calling, 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  comphance  with  this  Ordmance. 

XII.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  number  of  weeks  deemed  to  be  necessary  for  the  voyage 
of  any  such  ship  or  vessel  to  the  colony  of  Trinidad,  fi-om  the  places  hereinafter  named, 
shall  be  determmed  by  the  following  rate  of  computation ;  that  is  to  say,  for  a  voyage  fi"om 
the  United  States  of  North  America  five'  weeks ;  for  a  voyage  from  the  British  Possessions 
in  North  America  six  weeks  ;  for  a  voyage  from  the  coast  of  Africa,  north  of  Cape  Palmas, 
six  weeks,  and  south  of  Cape  Palmas  10  weeks ;  for  a  voyage  from  Malta,  or  other  port  or 
place  in  the  Mediterranean,  eight  weeks ;  and  from  any  place  to  the  eastward  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  20  weeks. 

XIIL  And  be  it  enacted,  that  before  any  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  cleared  out  on  any 
such  voyage,  the  a^eht  appointed  under  this  Ordinance,  for  the  port  or  place  firom  whico 
such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  cleared  out,  shall  survey,  or  cause  to  be  surveyed  by  some  com- 
petent person,  the  provisions  and  water  hereinbefore  required  to  be  on  board  for  the  con- 
sumption of  the  passengers,  and  shall  ascertain  that  the  same  are  in  good  and  sweet  condi- 
tion ;  and  also  that  over  and  above  the  same  there  is  on  board  an  ample  supply  of  water  and 
8tx)res  for  the  victualling  of  the  crew  of  the  ship  or  vessel ;  and  shall  also  ascertain  that  such 
ship  or  vessel  is  generally  reputed  seaworthy,  and  that. the  directions  hereinbefore  contained 
for  ensuring  the  health  and  safety  of  the  passengers  have  been  complied  with,  and  shall 
grant  a  certificate  thereof  under  his  hand  to  the  master  of  such  ship  or  vessel. 

XIV.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  master  of  every  ship  or  vessel  bringing  emigrants  to 
this  colony,  shall  be  bound  to  provide  for  and  furnish  to  every  such  emigrant  and  his  wife 
and  children,  a  suflBcient  quantity  of  good  and  wholesome  provisions  for  his,  her,  and  their  daily 
maintenance  during  such  voyage,  and  during  the  space  of  48  hours  next  after  the  arrival  of 
such  ship  or  vessel  in  this  colony,  unless  in  any  case  it  shall  have  been  expressly  stipulated 
and  agreed  between  any  such  emigrant  and  the  master  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  that  such  emi- 
grant, his  wife  and  children,  shall  not  be  entitled  to  such  maintenance. 

XV.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  two  copies  of  this  Ordinance,  authenticated  by  the  signature 
of  the  agent  at  the  port  or  place  from  which  such  emigrants  shall  come,  shall  be  delivered 
to  the  master  on  demand  by  such  agent  at  the  time  or  clearance,  and  shall  be  kept  on  board 
of  every  ship  or  vessel  carrying  such  emigrants  as  aforesaid,  and  that  one  of  such  copies  shall, 
upon  request  made  at  seasonable  times  to  the  master  of  the  ship  or  vessel,  be  produced  to 
any  passenger  for  his  perusal. 

XVI.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  master  of  every  ship  or  vessel  carrying  emigrants,  to 
this  colony  shall,  before  clearing  out  such  ship  or  vessel,  deliver  to  such  agent  at  the  port 
or  place  from  whicK  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  cleared  out  a  hst  in  writing,  t<^ether  with 
a  ouplicate  of  the  same,  specifying,  as  accurately  as  may  be,  the  names,  ages,  and  occupa- 
tions of  all  and  every  the  emigrants  on  board  such  ship  or  vessel ;  and  such  agent  shall 
thereupon  deliver  to  the  said  master  a  counterpart  of  such  list,  signed  by  such  agent,  and  the 
said  master  shall,  on  the  arrival  of  such  ship  or  vessel  in  this  colony,  and  previous  to  the  dis- 
embarkation  of  any  such  emigrants,  eive  notice  of  the  arrival  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  and 
deliver  the  said  counterpart  of  such  list  to  such  Agent-general  of  Immigrants ;  and  such 
Agent-general  shall  forthwith  proceed  on  board  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  and  snail  ascertain,  as 
far  as  possible,  by  personal  inspection  of  the  ship  or  vessel  and  passengers,  whether  the  di- 
rections hereinbefore  contained,  with  regard  to  the  situation  of  the  berth  of  such  ship  or 
vessel,  the  proportion  of  the  passengers  to  the  burthens  and  measurement  of  such  ship  or 
vessel,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  emigrants  during  such  passage,  have  been  complied 
with  ;  and  such  Agent-general  shall  personally  muster  such  emigrants,  and  compare  the 
numbers  and  names  of  such  emigrants  with  the  said  counterpart  of  such  lists,  and  shall  cer- 
tify in  writing  under  his  hand  upon  such  counterpart  the  total  number  of  emi^ants  then 
living  and  being  on  board  of  such  vessel ;  and  m  case  any  such  emigrant  shall  have  died 
during  the  passage,  or  the  number  of  names  of  the  emigrants  shall  differ  from  the  number  or 
names  stated  in  such  counterpart,  the  Agent-general  shall  note  such  death  or  difference  upon 
such  counterpart,  and  thereupon  shall  grant  a  hcence  under  his  hand  for  the  disembarkation 
and  landing  of  such  emigrants. 

XVII.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  if  the  agent-general  on  such  personal  inspection  of  the 
ship  or  vessel  and  emigrants,  shall  be  satisfied  that  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance  have 
been  complied  with,  he  shall  grant  a  certificate  under  his  hand  of  the  arrival  in  such  colony 
of  such  emigrants  respectively,  and  the  place  from  which,  and  the  ship  or  vessel  in  which 
such  emigrants  shall  have  amved,  and  tne  sums  of  money  payable  in  respect  of  such  emi- 
grants ;  and  such  sums  shall  be  paid  by  the  Colonial  1  reasurer,  on  the  warrant  of  the 
Governor,  to  be  granted  on  such  certificate  of  the  Agent-general. 

82.  A  2  XVIII.  And 
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XVIIL  And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  Agent-General  shall  keep  a  renter  of  all  persons  in 
respect  of  whom  any  snch  certificate  as  aforesaid  shall  be  granted,  and  of  the  ship  or  vessel 
in  which,  the  port  from  which,  and  the  time  at  which,  such  person  shall  have  arrived  in  this 
colony;  a  copy  of  which  registry  shall  be  laid  before  the  Council  of  Government  on  the 
31st  day  of  March,  the  30th  day  of  June,  the  30th  day  of  September,  and  the  31st  day  of 
December  in  each  year. 

XIX.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  if  any  such  ship  or  vessel  bringing  emigrants  to  this  colony 
shall  carry  any  number  of  passengers  exceeding  by  more  than  one  person  in  50,  the  propor- 
tion authorized  and  allowed  by  this  present  Ordinance ;  or,  if  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  not 
be  of  the  height  between  decks  hereinbefore  required  ;  or,  if  such  a  platform,  as  hereinbefore 
directed,  shall  not  be  laid  and  continued  throughout  the  whole  duration  of  any  such  voyage 
in  such  manner  as  is  hereinbefore  required ;  or,  if  there  shall  be  more  than  two  tiers  of 
berths ;  or,  if  there  shall  not  be  throughout  the  whole  duration  of  any  such  voyage  such 
an  interval  as  is  hereinbefore  prescribed  between  the  deck  and  the  floor  of  the  lower  tier 
of  berths ;  or,  if  any  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  clear  out  and  put  to  sea,  not  having  on  board 
such  water  and  provisions  as  aforesaid,  for  the  use  and  consumption  of  the  passengers,  of  the 
kind,  and  to  the  amount  and  in  the  proportion  hereinbefore  directed ;  or,  it  any  such  ship  or 
vessel  shall  be  cleared  out  before  such  lists  of  emigrants  shall  have  been  delivered  in  manner 
and  form  aforesaid ;  or,  if  any  such  list  shall  be  wilfully  false ;  or,  if  the  copy  of  this  Ordinance 
be  not  produced  as  hereinbefore  required ;  or,  if  any  emigrant  shall  not  be  maintained 
during  such  voyage,  and  for  48  hours  after  his  arrival,  except  in  the  case  of  a  special  agree- 
ment to  the  contrary :  the  master  of  any  such  ship  or  vessel  shall,  for  and  in  respect  of 
each  and  every  such  offence,  be  liable  on  summary  conviction  before  any  two  justices  of  the 
peace  in  this  colony,  at  any  time  within  the  space  of  12  calendar  months  next  after  the 
arrival  of  such  master  within  this  colony,  to  the  payment  of  a  fine  not  less  than  6/.  nor  more 
than  20/.  British  sterling ;  and  in  default  of  payment  of  such  fine,  either  immediately  or  at 
the  time  fixed  by  such  justices  at  the  time  of  making  such  conviction,  to  imprisonment  in  the 
Royal  Gaol  for  any  time  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  three  calendar  months. 

XX.  Provided  nevertheless,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  that  nothing  herein  contamed  shall 
take  away  or  abridge  any  right  of  suit  or  action  which  may  accrue  to  any  emigi^mt  in  any 
such  ship  or  vessel,  or  to  any  other  person,  in  respect  of  the  breach  or  non-performance  of 
any  contract  ma!de  or  entered  into  between  or  on  the  behalf  of  any  such  emigrant  or  other 
person  and  the  master,  owner,  or  owners  of  any  such  ship  or  vessel. 

XXI.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  where  any  act,  matter,  or  thing,  is  by  this  Ordinance 
directed  to  be  done  or  performed  by,  to,  or  with  the  agent  at  any  port  or  place,  the  same, 
in  case  there  shall  be  no  such  agent,  or  such  agent  shall  be  absent  or  incapable  to  act,  shall 
and  may  be  done  t>r  performed  by  the  Governor  or  Lieutenant-Governor  or  any  person 
appointed  for  the  purpose  by  the  Governor  or  Lieutenant-governor  of  the  port  or  place,  if  the 
same  shall  be  a  British  possession,  or  by  the  British  Consul  or  Vice-consul  oi  the  port  or 
place,  if  the  same  shall  not  be  a  British  possession  from  which  such  ship  or  vessel  snail  be 
cleared  out. 

XXIL  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  that  nothing  in  this  Ordinance  contained  in 
respect  to  the  proportion  to  be  observed  between  the  number  of  passengers  and  the  regis- 
tered burthen  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  or  in  respect  to  the  situation  of  me  berth  of  such 
ship  or  vessel,  or  to  the  superficial  measurement  of  the  deck  or  platform  of  such  ship  or 
vessel,  or  to  the  provision  to  oe  laden  on  board  such  ship  or  vessel,  or  with  respect  to  the 
counterpart  of  the  list  to  be  certified,  or  the  certificates  to  be  granted  at  the  port  or  place  of 
embarkation,  shall  extend  to  any  ship  or  vessel  carrying  emigrants  to  this  colony,  in  case 
where  the  number  of  persons  shall  not  exceed  one  person  for  every  five  tons,  old  measurement, 
of  the  re^tered  burthen  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  or  to  any  case  where  the  number  of  emigrants 
arriving  m  any  ship  or  vessel  at  one  and  the  same  time  shall  not  exceed  the  number  of  12,  or 
to  any  ship  or  vessel  in  the  service  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesb^'s  Admiralty,  or 
in  the  service  of  Her  Majesty's  Postmaster-general,  or  of  the  East  India  (Jompany  ;  but  in 
all  such  cases  no  passage  or  maintenance  money  shall  be  allowed  or  paid  in  respect  of  any 
such  emigrants,  unless  me  Agent-general  of  Immigrants  shall  have  first  ascertained  by  per- 
sonal inspection  of  the  ship  or  vessel  and  passeagers,  that  such  emi^ants  have  not  been 
induced  to  emigrate  by  any  fraud,  or  false  or  unreasonable  representations,  and  that  every 
proper  care  and  attention  has  been  paid  by  the  master  of  such  ship  or  vessel  to  the  health, 
comfort,  and  safety  of  such  emigrants  dunn^  the  passage,  and  shall  have  certified  the  same 
to  the  Governor  by  certificate  under  his  hand. 

XXIII.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  enacted,  that  nothing  in  this  Ordinance  contained  with 
respect  to  the  counteroart  of  the  Ust  to  be  certified,  or  the  certificates  to  be  granted  at  the 
port  or  place  of  embarKation,  shall  extend  to  any  case  where  any  labourer  of  African  race  or 
descent  shall  come  into  the  colony  for  the  purpose  of  settling  therein  from  any  port  or  place 
not  being  a  British  possession,  and  for  which  an  agent  shall  have  been  appomted,  and  at 
which  there  shall  not  be  any  resident  British  Consul  or  Vice-consul. 

XXIV.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  this  Ordinance  shall  take  efiect  from  and  immediately  after 
the  passing  of  the  same. 

Passed  in  Council  this  19th  day  of  April  1839. 

Resolved 
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Dollars. 

From  Grenada      -        -        - 

-       6 

-    Tobago        ... 

-       6 

Carriacou  and  the  Grenadines      6 

-     St.  Vincent  -        -        - 

-       8 

-    Barbadoes   -        - 

-     10 

-    St.  Lucia     .        -        - 

-     10 

-    Dominica     -        .        - 

-     12 

-    St  Kittys  and  Nevis      - 

-     14 

IMMIGRATION  INTO  TRINIDAD.  6 

Resolved  by  the  Council  of  Government,  that  the  following  places  be  appointed,  and  that 
the  several  sums  of  money  set  opposite  such  places  respectively  be  the  rates  of  passage  and 
maintenance  on  board  to  be  allowed  in  respect  of  immigrants  of  African  race  or  descent 
arriving  from  such  places  respectively. 

Dollars. 
From  Montserrat    -        -        -        -    14 

-  Antigua         -        -        -        -    14 

-  Tortola  .        -        .        .    i6 

-  Bahamas        *        -        -        -    25 

-  United  States  of  America        -    25 

-  The  British  Possessions  of  North 
America,  excepting  the  Canadas  25 

-  The  Canadas  -        -        -    30 
♦ 

And  whereas  it  is  expedient  that  the  immigration  provided  for  in  the  Ordinance  above 
recited  should  not  take  place  from  any  part  of  the  coast  of  Africa,  nor  from  such  other  places 
as  Her  Majesty's  Government  may  now  or  henceforward  see  cause  to  exclude,  it  is  ordered, 
that  so  much  of  the  above-recited  Ordinance  as  refers  to  the  introduction  of  emigrants  from 
any  part  of  Africa  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  disallowed,  and  that  the  provisions 
thereof  shall  be  applicable  only  in  respect  of  such  places  as  shall  be  designated  by  procla- 
mation of  the  Governor  or  Lieutenant-TOvernor,  or  officer  administering  the  government  of 
Trinidad,  issued  from  time  to  time  under  instructions  to  be  to  him  conveyed  by  one  of  Her 
Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State:  and  whereas  by  the  seventh  clause  of  the  above- 
reated  Ordinance  it  is  enacted,  that  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Council  of  Government 
shall  be  required  for  the  appointment  by  the  Governor  of  the  agents  therein  mentioned, 
and  it  is  expedient  that  the  said  Agent  should  be  appointed,  removed,  and  controlled,  by  the 
authority  of  the  Executive  Government  solely,  it  is  hereby  ordered,  that  so  much  of  the 
above-recited  Ordinance  as  requires  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Council  of  Government 
for  the  appointment  of  the  agents  aforesaid  shall  be  disallowed,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
disallowea  accordingly.  ' 

And  whereas  it  is  not  expedient  that  encouragement  be  given  to  any  proceedings  whereby 
the  natural  proportion  between  the  sexes  shall  be  disturbed  in  the  Colony  aforesaid  or  else- 
where ;  it  is  hereby  ordered,  that  the  Governor  or  Lieutenant-governor  thereof  shall  not  give 
^ect  to  the  above-recited  Ordinance,  in  so  far  as  it  encourages  immigration,  unless  it  be 
onder  such  circumstances  and  vrith  such  precautions  as  shall  ensure  an  equaU^  in  numbers 
between  the  male  and  female  immigrants  annually  introduced  under  its  provisions. 

And  whereas  it  is  essential  to  the  well-being  of  the  immigrants  that  proper  and  salubrious 
habitations  should  be  ready  to  receive  them  on  their  arrival,  and  that  other  necessary 
accommodation  should  hftve  been  dulv  provided,  it  is  hereby  ordered,  that  the  Governor 
or  lieutenantrgovenaor  of  Trinidad  shall  not  permit  the  provisions  of  the  above-recited  Ordi- 
nance to  be  carried  into  efiect,  unless  in  respect  of  immigrants,  for  the  reception  of  whom 
due  preparation  shall  have  been  previously  made  according  to  such  regulations  as  the  said 
Governor  or  lieutenant^eremor  shall  have  established  by  a  public  notice  to  be  by  him 
issued  for  that  purpose. 

And  it  is  hereby  ordered,  that  with  the  above  exceptions,  and  subject  to  the  above  rules 
and  quaIificati(B9^  the  ^bove-recited  Ordinance  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  confirmed 
and  wowed. 

And  the  Righjt  Bonowable  Lord  John  Russell,  one  of  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secreta- 
ries of  State,  is  to  give  the  necessary  directions  herein  accordingly. 

(signed)         W.  L.  Bathurst. 


Colonial-Office,  Downing-street,  1 
26  February  1840.  J 


R.  VERNON  SMITH. 
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LIBERATED  AFRICANS. 


RETURN  to  an  Address  of  the  Honourable  The  House  of  Commoni, 
dated  25  March  1S40  i—^or^ 


Copies  of  a  CIRCULAR  DESPATCH  of  Lord  Glenelg,  dated  on  or  about  the 
16th  day  of  May  1838,  prohibiting  the  further  Apprenticeship  of  Liberated 
Africans,  in  the  West  Indies ;— of  Order  in  Council  of  same  date,  repealing 
from  the  1st  day  of  October  1838,  the  Trinidad  Ordinance  respecting  Libe- 
rated Africans,  of  the  29th  day  of  November  1834 ; — and  of  any  Circular  or* 
Order  in  Council  subsequently  making  alterations  in  the  Location  or  Treat- 
ment of  Liberated  Africans  in  the  West  Indies. 

Copies  of  any  Order  ift- Council,  or  Instructions  to  the  Governor  of  Sierra 
Leone,  limiting  his  Discretion  in  the  Treatment  of  Liberated  Africans,  or  fixing 
Regulations  for  the  guidance  of  the  Liberated  African  Department  there,  sub- 
sequent to  the  Commission  of  Inquiry  of  1827  ;— of  any  Order  in  Council, 
or  Instructions  for  transfer  of  Liberated  Africans  to  the  Gambia  or  other 
part  of  the  Coast  of  Africa,  and  for  their  Treatment  there. 


Colonial  Office,  Downing  Street,!  R.  VERNON  SMITH. 

9  April  1840.  J 


{Mr.  W.  Eimns.) 


Ordered,  by  The  House  of  Commont,  to  be  Printed, 
10  April  1840. 
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—  No.  1.  —  WEST  INDIES. 


Circular  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  the  Governors  of  the  No.  i. 

Wetft  India  Colonies. 

Sity  Downmg-street,  16th  May  1838. 

I  HAVE  recently  received  from  various  West  India  Colonies,  and  especially  from 
Jamaica,  Grenada,  Dominica,  and  the  Bahamas^  reports  of  slave  ships  from  the 
coast  of  Africa  having  be6ii  brought  into  their  ports  by  their  captors,  for  the 
preservatioik  6f  the  lives  of  tte  people,  or  having  been  cast  by  shipwreck  on  tlieir 
shores.  In  somie  of  these  cases  th^  slaves  have  been  apprenticed  under  the  Slave^ 
Trade  Abolition  Act ;  in  others  they  have  been  periiditted  and  encouraged  to 
eaitti  their  own  living,  without  any  sucH  apprenticeship.  As  far  as  the  result  of 
the  latter  experiment  has  hitherto  been  ascertained^  it  has  tended  to  establish  the 
conclusion  that  the  restriction  of  an  apprenticeship  is  unnecessary,  and  may  be 
safely  dispensed  with.  For  the  present,  tliereforCj  I  am  to  desire  that  in  any  case 
of  this  nature  Which  may  o<icur  in  the  colony  under  your  government,  the  Col- 
lector of  Customs  may  be  instructed  to  abstain  fiom  exercising  the  powers  vested 
in  them  of  apprenticing  such  Africans.  Yon  will  also  abstain  from  apprenticing 
any  of  the  Africans  liberated  by  the  sentence  of  the  Mixed  Commission  Court  at 
Havana,  who  niay  be  subsequently  brought  to  the  colony  under  your  government. 
An. exception,  indeed,  may  be  admitted,  in  the  event  of  any  young  children  being 
found  in  any  slave  ship  unattended  by  mothers  or  other  relatives  willing  and 
able  to  provide  for  them.  Such  children  may  be  apprenticed  for  any  term  not 
exceeding  five  years  to  any  person*,  carefully  selected,  who  will  undertake  to 
instruct  them  in  any  trade  or  other  means  of  earning  an  honest  subsistence.^  I , 
will  tiot  undertake  confidently  to  affirm  that  the  apprenticeship' of  such  Afncans 
may  never  be  indispensable.  I  think  it  necessary,  however,  that  the  question 
should  be  brought  to  the  test  of  a  complete  and  fair  experiment. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)  Glenelg. 


—  No.  2.— 
ORDER  IN  COUNCIL. 


AT  the  Court  at  Buckingham  Palace,  the  16th  May  1838 :  Present,  The  Queen's  j^^  ^ 

Most  Excellent  Majesty  in  Council. 

Whereas  on  the  29th  day  of  November  1834,  a  certain  ordinance  was  made 
by  the  Governor  of  Trinidad,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Legislative 
Council  of  the  said  colony,  intituled,  "  An  ordinance  for  the  more  speedy  adnainip-. . 
tration  of  justice,  in  cases  of  contracts  for  the  performance  of  labour,  aiid  pf . 
apprenticeships  and  contracts  of  the  nature  thereof,  and  to  regulate  the  fonnation. 
of  apprenticeship,  and  to  prevent  and  punish  the  harbouring  of  runaway  appren-  . 
tices,"  which  ordinance  was  subsequently  confirned  by  His  late  Majesty  King 
William   the  Fourth;    and  whereas  it  is  expedient  that   the   said   ordinance 
should  be  repealed,    it  is  therefore  ordered  by  Her  Majesty,  by  and  with  the 
advice  of  Her  Privy  Council,  that  the  said  ordinance  shall  be,  and  the  same  i^ 
hereby  repealed,  and  that  such  repeal  shall  take  efiect  within  the  said  island 
upon  and  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  August  in  this  present  year  1838.    Pro- 
vided, nevertheless,  that  nothing  in  this  present  order  contained  shall  invalidate 
any  contract  entered  into  in  pursuance  of  the  said  recited  ordinance,  before  the 
said  1st  day  of  August ;  and  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  prevent  or  be  . 
construed  to  prevent  the  commencement  of  any  suit,  action,  or  prosecution  in 
respect  of  any  act  or  thing  done  or  omitted  to  be  done  under  and   in  pursu- 
ance of  the  said  ordinance,  but  that  subsequently  to  the  said  1st  day  of  August, 
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WEST  INDIES,  any  such  suit,  action,  or  prosecution  may  be  instituted  and  carried  on  in  such 
— — —      and  the  same  manner,  in  all  respects,  as  if  this  present  order  had  not  been 
made. 

And  the  Right  honourable  Lord  Glenelg,  one  of  Her   Majesty^s  Principal 
Secretaries  of  State,  is  to  give  the  necessary  directions  herein  accordingly. 

(signed)        fV.  L.  Bathurst. 


No.  3. 


No.  4. 


—  No.  3.  — 

Circular  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  the  Governors  of  the  West  India 

Colonies. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  31  August  1838. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  the  opinion  which  The  Queen's 
Advocate  and  Her  Majesty's  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General  have  recently  given, 
in  respect  to  the  legality  of  apprenticing  Negroes  captured  in  slave  vessels  by  Her 
Majesty's  cruizers,  and  carried  into  ports  within  the  British  colonial  possessions; 
and  I  have  to  request  that  your  proceedings  for  the  disposal  of  any  Africans  so 
arriving  in  the  colony  under  your  government  may  be  governed  by  the  opinion 
herewith  enclosed. 

You  will  observe  that  my  circular  instruction  of  the  15  th  of  May  has  already 
prohibited  any  such  indentures  of  apprenticeship  being  made.  It  is  not  however 
on  that  account  the  less  material  that  you  should  be  apprized  that,  if  made,  they 
would  be  illegal  and  invalid. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Glenelg. 


—  No.4,— 

Circular  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  the  Governors  of  the  West  India 

Colonies. 


Sir,  Downing-street,  14  January  1839. 

In  my  circular  despatch  of  the  16th  of  May  I  directed  you,  in  the  case  of  any 
Africans  being  disembarked  in  the  colony  under  your  government,  from  vessels 
captured  under  the  treaties  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  not  to  permit 
any  indentures  of  apprenticeship  to  be  executed  on  their  behalf.  This  instruction 
was  issued  previously  to  the  affirmation  by  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  of  the 
illegality  of  such  indentures ;  and  was  prompted  by  an  assurance,  which  recent 
experience  had  confirmed,  that  the  Africans  in  question  would  easily  find  occu- 
pation and  subsistence  as  hired  servants  or  labourers  without  any  apprenticeship. 
It  may  however  be  expected  that  the  diminution  of  the  interest  of ,mdividuals  in 
their  services  consequent  on  the  abandonment  of  the  system  of  indenting  them 
for  a  term  of  years,  will  be  followed  by  a  diminished  eagerness  to  hire  them ; 
and  that  some  additional  trouble  in  finding  employment  for  them,  with  proper 
security  for  good  treatment,  will  thus  be  thrown  upon  the  Government.  In  an- 
ticipation of  this,  it  is  desirable  that  some  responsible  officer  should  be  appointed 
in  each  colony,  where  they  have  now  arrived  or  may  arrive  hereafter,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  make  from  time  to  time,  on  behalf  of  any  abled  bodied  African 
newly  landed,  the  best  contract  for  service  in  his  power  in  conformity  with  the 
For  Contract  Order  terms  of  the  Contract  Order  in  Council  of  the  7th  September  last,  and  to  look  on 
behalf  of  the  African  to  the  due  execution  of  the  contract. 

Should  a  greater  number  of  Africans  be  thrown  on  his  hands  than  he  can  find 
masters  for,  he  might  transfer  them,  with  your  sanction  and  their  own  consent, 
to  the  corresponding  officer  in  the  nearest  colony  which  he  might  find  on  inquiry 
to  be  better  provided  with  such  resources ;  care  being  of  course  taken  to  avoid 
in  either  case  improper  separation  of  families  and  kindred. 

For  the  present,  and  until  a  new  arrangement  may  be  rendered  necessary  by 
reduction  of  the  establishment  of  stipendiary  magistrates,  one  of  that  body 
should  be  selected  by  the  Governor  to  execute  this  duty. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Glenelg. 


m  Council,  7th 
Sept  1838, 
vt^Papers  relatii^e 
to  the  West  Indies, 
1839,  Tart  I,  p.  7. 
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LIBERATED  AFRICANS. 


SIERRA  LEONE  AND  THE  GAMBIA. 


[The  following  Extract  pf  a  Despatch  to  lieutenant-govemor  Rendall,  dated  SIERRA  LEONE, 
29th  November  1831,  together  with  the  Papers  laid  before  the  House  of  ^^• 

Commons,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  upon  the  17th  February  1830,  No.  67, 
relative  to  the  treatment  of  liberated  Africans,  at  Sierra  Leone,  comprise  all  the 
Orders  or  Instructions  relative  to  the  removal  and  treatment  of  the  liberated 
Africans  subsequent  to  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Enquiry  in  1827.] 

—  No.  5.  — 

Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Mr.  Under-Secretary  Hay  to  Lieutenant-  No.  5. 

Grovemor  RendaiL 

Downing-street,  29  November  1831. 

Lord  Goderich  considers,  that  the  Lieutenant-govemor  of  Sierra  Leone  is 
fully  instructed  to  remove  to  the  Gambia  as  many  liberated  Africans  as  you  may 
be  enabled  to  dispose  of.  It  will  be  proper,  therefore,  that  you  should  apply  to 
the  Lieutenant-govemor  for  such  a  number  of  the  Africans  as  you  may  judge 
practicable  to  locate  on  McCarthy  Island,  together  with  an  adequate  supply  of 
clothing,  medicines,  and  agricultural  implements ;  and  Lord  Goderich  will  also 
instruct  the  Lieutenant-govemor  to  select  some  person  to  accompany  the  Africans 
in  the  capacity  of  their  superintendent.  This  officer  will  be  placed  under  your 
directions ;  and  arrangements  will  be  made  for  enabling  you  to  draw  on  the 
Board  of  Treasi;iry  for  the  amount  of  the  subsistence  money  to  be  paid  to  the 
Africans,  in  conformity  witli  the  regulations  in  force  in  Sierra  Leone. 
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COMMISSIONERS  OF  ARBITRATION, 
(SLAVERY  ABOLITION  ACT.) 


RETURN  to  an  Address  of  the  Honourable  The  House  of  Coinmons» 
dated  5  March  1840 ;— /or, 

A  RETURN  of  all  Persons  appointed  to  be  Paid  Commissioners  of  Arbitra- 
tion under  the  Powers  of  the  Act  3  &  4  Will.  4,  c.  73,  stating  their  Names, 
Dates  of  their  Appointments,  the  Salaries  and  Emoluments  to  be  paid  to 
each  of  them,  and  the  Payments  made  to  them  respectively  on  account 
thereof;  the  Dates  of  the  said  Payments,  and  the  Authority  under  which 
such  Pajrments  have  been  made. 

RETURN  of  any  other  Office  (if  any)  in  the  Public  Service  held  by 
each  of  the  said  Paid  Commissioners  of  Arbitration,  specifying  the  Date  of 
Appointment  to  each  Office  respectively,  the  Salaries  and  Emoluments 
payable,  and  the  Salaries  and  Emoluments  paid  in  consequence  of  such 
other  Office ;  together  with  the  Dates  of  Payment  in  each  case. 

COPY  of  any  Warrant  or  Warrants  by  which  any  Payment  may  have  been 
made  to  Mr.  Stephenson^  as  Commissioner  of  Arbitration,  since  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Stephenson  to  be  a  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Excise. 

COPIES  of  any  Communications  from  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 
Lord  Glenelg,  to  the  Board  of  Treasury,  or  to  the  Board  of  Arbitration 
Commissioners,  in  reference  to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Amyot  to  be  a  Paid 
Commissioner  of  Arbitration. 

COPIES  of  any  Communications  from  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
to  the  Board  of  Treasury,  or  the  Board  of  Arbitration  Commissioners,  in 
reference  to  Mr.  Stephenson  continuing  to  receive  Salary  as  a  Paid  Commis- 
sioner of  Arbitration,  since  Mr.  Stephenson's  appointment  as  a  Commissioner 
of  the  Board  of  Excise. 

(Lord  Granville  Somerset.) 

COPY  of  any  Minute  of  the  Board  of  Treasury  in  respect  to  the  Payment 
of  any  Sums  of  Money  to  Mr.  Stephenson,  as  a  Commissioner  of  Arbitration, 
since  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Stephenson  as  a  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of 
Excise,  and  in  respect  to  the  duration  of  the  said  Commission  of  Arbitration. 

{Mr,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  J 


Ordered,  fry  The  House  of  Commons,  to  be  Printed, 
19  March  1840. 


142. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


a       RETURNS  reloHng  to  COMMISSIONERS  OF  ARBITRATION 


RETURN  rehitiDg  to  the  ComiissioM  of  Slate  CoitpkhsatioHi  appointed  under  the  Act 

3  &  4  Will  4,  c.  73. 


NAMES 
of 
Paid  Commissioiien. 


Date  of 
AppointBeot 


-   Pajmentt 

made  to  each 

on  account  of 

Reniimeratioo  for 

Semcet. 


Dates  of 

Pajnienti 

under 

Antbority  of 

Treaaorj  Usttert, 


If  botding  anj  odier  Office 

In  the 

Pobtic  Service. 


James  Lewis,  esq. 
Hastings  Elwin,  esq.  - 
H.  F.  Stq;>bensoDy  esq. 


•  -  7th  Oct. 
1833 ;  by 
Commission 
under  Great 
Seal. 


i>oooeach 


93  Feb.  1835 


None. 
None. 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


6NoT.i835 
11  Oct.  183^ 
i5NoT.i837 
30  Not.  1838 
14  Dec.  1839 


-  -  Henry  Frederick  Stephen* 
son,  eso.,  Superintendoit  of 
the  Paris,  by  appointnient  of 
H.  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  Susaex, 
Ranger,  Febnuuy  1S31 ;  s» 
lary,  soo/.  per  annum,  and  a 
Lodge. 

Commissioner  of  Ezcne, 
appointed  10  September  1838; 
salary,  1,140  A  per  annum. 


Jama  Lewis^ 

HatHngt  Ekoin^ 

Umry  Frcdmck  St^fhmmm. 


Treasury  Waaeant. 
Consolidated  Fund. 


By  virtue  of  an  Act  6  &  6  Will.  4,  c.  45,  intituled,  '*  An  Act  to  cany  into 
further  execution  the  Provisions  of  an  Act  pissed  in  the  Third  and  Fourth  Years 
of  His  present  Majesty,  for  Compensating  Owners  of  Slaves  upon  the  Abolitioii 
of  Slavenr : ''  These  are  to  authorize  and  reqnire  you  to  transfer  from  the  general 
fund  of  the  Exchequer  at  tlie  Bank  of  England,  to  the  credit  of  William  Sargent, 
esq.,  the  Paymaster  of  Civil  Services,  or  to  the  credit  of  the  Paymaster  of  Civil 
Services  for  the  time  being,  the  sum  of  4,000  /.  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  lie 
charges  and  expenses  in  and  about  the  execution  of  the  Commission  appointed 
under  the  Act  of  3  &  4  Will.  4,  c.  78,  the  said  amount*  being  in  part  of  the  sum 
of  1 50,000  /.,  the  portion  at  the  rate  of  1 5  ^ .  per  cent,  of  the  interest  on  the  sum  of 
20,000,000 1,  granted  by  the  last  recited  Act,  which  is  to  be  set  apart  to  defray 
.  the  said  charges  and  expenses,  pursuant  to  the  7th  section  of  the  said  Act  of 
5  &  6  Will.  4,  c.  45 ;  and  you  will  place  the  same  in  your  accounts  as  a  chai^ 
upon  the  revenues  composing  the  (Consolidated  Fund  for  the  quarter  ending 
5  January  1839. 

Whitehall,  Treasury  Chambers,  (signed) 

28th  November  1838. 


To  the  Comptroller-General  of 
Her  Majesty's  Exchequer. 


R  Steuart. 
J.  Parker. 
Seymour. 


By  way  of  imprest  and  upon  account. 


Treasury  Warrant. 

Consolidated  Fund. 

By  virtue  of  an  Act  5  &  6  Will.  4,  c.  45,  intituled,  **  An  Act  to  carry  into 
further  execution  tbe  Provisions  of  an  Act  passed  in  the  Third  and  Fourth  Years 
of  His  presait/Majesty,  for  Compensating  Owners  of  Slaves  upon  the  Abolition 
of  Slavery :  '*  These  are  to  authorize  and  require  you  to  transfer  from  the  general 
fund  of  the  Exchequer  at  the  Bajik  of  England,  to  the  credit  of  William  Sar 
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Esq.,  the  Paymaster  of  Civil  Services,  or  to  the  credit  of  the  Paymaster  of  Civil 
Services  for  the  time  being,  the  sum  of  4,360  /.  4«.,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying 
the  charges  and  expenses  in  and  about  the  execution  of  tne  Commission  ap- 
pointed under  the  Act  3  &  4  Will.  4,  c.  73,  the  said  amount  being  in  part  of 
the  sum  of  160,000  /.,  the  portion  at  the  rate  of  16«.  per  cent,  of  the  interest  on 
the  sum  of  20,000,000/.  granted  by  the  last  recited  Act,  which  is  to  be  set  apart 
to  defray  the  said  charges  and  expenses,  pursuant  to  the  7th  section  of  the  said 
Act  of  5  &  6  Will.  4,  c.  46 ;  and  you  will  place  the  same  in  your  accounts  as  a 
clmrge  upon  the  revenues  composing  the  Consolidated  Fund  for  the  quarter 
ended  6  January  1840. 

Whitehall,  Treasury  Chambers,  (signed)         T.  Baring, 

16  December  1839.  H.  Tufnell. 

Tkos.  Wise. 
To  the  Comptroller-General  of 
Her  Majesty's  Exchequer. 

The  direction  for  making  the  payments  to  the  Commissioners  will  be  found 
in  the  Treasury  Minutes  of  20  November  1838,  and  13  December  1839. 


Gentlemen,  Colonial  Office,  16  October  1838. 

The  appointment  of  Henry  F.  Stephenson,  Esq.  to  be  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Commissioners  of  Excise  havine  created  a  vacancy  among  the  salaried  Com- 
missioners at  your  Board,  I  have  uie  honour  to  notify  to  you  that  this  vacancy 
is  to  be  filled  by  Thomas  Amyot,  Esq.,  who  will  be  entitled  to  draw  salary  as  a 
Conamissioner  of  Slave  Compensation  from  the  date  on  which  Mr.  Stephenson 
relinquished  that  office. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)        Glenelg. 
The  Commissioners  of  Compensation* 


■if 


Gentlemen,  Colonial  Office,  28  August  1839. 

In  reference  to  the  letter  which  I  addressed  to  you  by  the  direction  of  Lord 
Glenelg,  on  the  16th  of  October  1838,  on  the  subject  of  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Amyot  to  succeed  to  Mr.  Stephenson  as  one  of  the  salaried  members  of  your 
Board,  I  am  directed  by  the  Marquess  of  Normanby  to  acquaint  you  that  his 
Lordship  has  ascertained  from  Lord  Glenelg  that  the  arrangement  in  question  '''^ 

originated  in  a  misapprehension  as  to  the  fact  that  Mr.  Stephenson's  appoint- 
ment as  a  Commissioner  of  Excise  had  induced  him  to  resign  his  office  as  a 
Commissioner  of  Compensation. 

Lord  Normanby  further  learns  from  Lord  Glenelg,  that  it  had  been  his  pur- 
pose to  withdraw  the  letter  in  question,  although  mat  purpose  was  unfulfilled 
when  he  resigned  the  seals  of  this  Department. 

Under  these  circumstances.  Lord  mrmanby  now  instructs  me,  on  the  request 
of  Mr.  Stephenson,  to  inform  you  that  my  letter  of  the  16th  of  October  1838  is  %Xord  Gleoelg's. 
withdrawn. 

*  I  have,  &c. 

(signed)        Jos.  Stephen. 
The  Commissioners  of  Compensation* 


COPY  of  Tbkasury  MiNUTB  of  20  November  1838. 

Read  letter  from  Mr.  Stephen,  dated  the  3d  instant,  transmitting,  by  direc- 
tion of  Lord  Glenelg,  in  reply  to  the 'communication  from  this  department  of  the 
26th  ultimo,  respecting  the  probable  duration  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Slave  Compensation,  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissioners,  stating 
that  the  completion  of  their  duties  dep^ids  entirely  upon  the  diligence  and 
activity  of  the  parties  interested  in  applying  fin*  awards ;  and  that  with  a  view 
to  give  every  facility  in  their  power  to  tne  claimants  in  the  cases  still  remaining 
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for  decision,  they  have  given  notice  of  an  arrangement,  by  which  the  contested 
cases  in  each  colony  may  be  brought  under  their  consideration  every  week. 

My  Lords  resume  the  consideration  of  the  application  from  the  Commissioners 
for  a  further  issue  of  remuneration  for  their  services,  referring  to  the  Minute  of 
this  Board  of  25  July  1836  ;  and  as  it  appears  that  the  Commissioners  have  con- 
tinued to  make  very  satisfactory  progress  in  the  settlement  of  the  numerous  con- 
tested claims  to  the  compensation  for  slaves,  submitted  for  their  decision,  and 
have  also  proceeded  with  their  awards  of  the  undistributed  compensation,  as  the 
requisite  returns  and  information  respecting  the  claims  to  it  have  been  received 
from  the  colonies,  my  Lords  consider  them  to  be  entitled  to  further  payment. 

Prepare  warrant,  authorizing  the  issue  out  of  the  growing  produce  of  the  Con- 
solidated Fund,  of  the  sum  of  4,000  /.,  on  account  of  that  portion  of  the  interest 
on  the  grant  for  Slave  Compensation,  which  has  been  reserved  to  defray  expenses 
relating  to  the  distribution  thereof;  and  let  an  Exchequer  credit  be  given  at  the 
Bank  of  England  to  the  Paymaster  of  Civil  Services  for  the  said  amount. 

Acquaint  the  Paymaster  of  Civil  Services  with  these  directions,  and  desire 
that  upon  the  said  credit  becoming  available,  he  will  pay  over  the  amount  to 
Henry  Hill,  Esq.,  as  an  issue  by  way  of  imprest,  and  upon  account,  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Commission  of  Slave  Compensation. 

Acquaint  the  Commissioners  of  Slave  Compensation  with  the  directions  given 
for  this  issue  to  their  secretary,  and  with  reference  to  their  application  of  12th 
ult.,  state  to  them  that  my  Lords  are  pleased  to  authorize  the  pavment  thereout 
of  the  several  sums  of  1,000  /.  each  to  James  Lewis,  Hastings  Elwin,  and  H.  F. 
Stephenson,  Esquires,  Commissioners,  and  to  Henry  Hill,  Esq.,  their  secretary, 
in  further  remuneration  for  their  respective  services. 

Write  to  Mr.  Stephen,  and  with  further  reference  to  the  communication  from 
this  department  of  the  26th  ult.,  and  to  his  reply  now  before  the  Board,  request 
he  win  acquaint  Lord  Glenelg  that  my  Lords,  having  had  every  reason  to 
approve  of  the  very  satisfactory  manner  in  which  the  Commissioners  of  Slave 
Compensation  have  continued  to  execute  the  duties  confided  to  them,  have  au- 
thorized a  further  issue  of  remuneration  to  the  stipendiary  members  of  the  Com- 
mission £tnd  their  secretary.  Also  request  Mr.  Stephen  will  at  the  same  time 
observe  to  Lord  Glenelg,  that  my  Lords  are  apprized,  by  a  statement  which  has 
been  submitted  to  them  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Commission  up  to  the  Ist  of 
August  last,  that  of  44,623  claims  to  compensation,  the  Commissioners  had 
already  awarded  the  amount  due  in  43,587  cases,  and  that  of  4,550  cases,  in 
which  the  title  to  the  sum  awarded  had  been  disputed,  and  counter  claims  lodged 
with  them,  they  had  adjudicated  upon  3,853  cases;  and  there  consequently  only- 
remained  1,036  claims  on  which  the  Compensation  had  not  been  awarded,  and 
697  counter  claims  to  be  adjudicated  upon  ;  and,  with  reference  to  the  progress 
thus  made  in  the  business  of  the  Commission,  my  Lords  have  to  suggest  for  Lord 
Glenelg's  consideration,  whether  the  number  of  Stipendiary  Commissioners  may 
not  admit  of  reduction  in  the  early  part  of  the  ensuing  year ;  and  likewise,  as 
the  Commissioners  state  that  the  final  completion  of  their  duties  depends  entirely 
on  the  diligence  and  activity  with  which  the  parties  interested  in  the  unsettled 
claims  may  apply  for  adjudication,  my  Lords  would  further  request  Lord 
Glenelg  to  consider  whether  any  steps  can  be* taken  to  expedite  the  proceedings 
of  these  claimants. 


COPY  of  Treasury  Minute  of  13  December  1839. 

Read  letter  from  the  Commissioners  of  Slave  Compensation,  dated  8th 
October  last,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  business  of  that  Commission  to  the 
5th  August  last;  by  which  it  will  appear,  that  up  to  that  date  the  sum  of 
19,664,953/.  95.  has  been  awarded  upon  43,564  claims,  leaving  the  sum  of 
345,046/.  10«.  9|rf.  upon  834  claims  still  to  be  adjudicated.  The  Commis- 
sioners at  the  same  time  request  that  such  an  issue  of  money  may  be  assigned 
to  them  and  their  secretary,  by  way  of  remuneration,  as  may  seem  meet  to  my 
Lords. 

Read  also  letter  from  Mr.  Stephen,  dated  31st  October  last,  transmitting  a 
copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Amyot,  requesting  that  an  issue  may  be  made  to  him 
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of  the  sum  of  360/.  4^.,  being  the  amount  required  to  make  good  thie  deficiency 
of  fees  in  the  Colonial  Registry  OflSce  for  the  last  quarter. 

My  Lords  have  also  again  before  them  the  letters  from  Mr.  Stephen,  of  8d 
November  and  17th  December  1838,  with  the  enclosed  communications  from  the 
Commissioners  of  Slave  Compensation,  respecting  the  progress  and  probable 
termination  of  the  business  of  the  Commission. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  calling  the  Board's  attention  to  the  sub- 
scription of  Mn  H.  F.  Stephenson's  name,  as  one  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Slave  Compensation,  to  the  application  for  remuneration  in  respect  of  the  duties 
of  that  Commission  now  before  my  Lords,  observes  to  the  Board,  that  in  conse- 
quence of  arrangements  which  had  been  made  by  the  Commissioners  for  trans- 
acting the  business  of  the  Commission,  it  was  found  to  be  desirable  on  Mr. 
Stephenson's  appointment  to  the  Board  of  Excise,  that  he  should  continue  to 
give  his  assistance  in  completing  such  awards  of  compensation  and  adjudications 
on  litigated  claims  for  compensation  as  had  reference  to  those  portions  of  the 
business  which  had  previously  been  under  his  more  immediate  superintendence; 
and  that  as  Mr.  Stephenson,  in  consequence  of  the  red^iced  number  of  cases 
remaining  to  be  disposed  of,  had  found  it  compatible  with  his  other  official  duties 
to  afford  such  assistance,  he  had  given  the  requisite  attendance  for  the  purpose  at 
the  meetings  of  the  Commission  during  the  past  year,  and  has  further  commu- 
nicated to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  his  intention  of  continuing  to  perform 
this  duty  until  the  business  of  the  Commission  is  concluded,  without  any  further 
additional  remuneration  for  such  services  as  he  may  hereafter  render  in  this 
respect. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  also  suggests  to  the  Board,  with  reference 
to  the  Report  submitted  by  the  Commissioners,  of  the  progress  they  have  made  . 
In  their  awards  and  adjudications  during  the  past  year,  and  to  the  statements 
in  their  letters  to  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  of  31st  October,  and  10th  De- 
cember 1838,  with  respect  to  the  probable  period  at  which  they  then  conceived 
the  business  of  the  Commission  might  terminate,  and  the  circumstances  which 
tended  to  protract  their  proceedings,  that  it  has  now  become  expedient  that 
steps  should  be  taken  for  bringing  those  proceedings  to  a  close,  and  disconti- 
nuing any  further  expenditure  on  account  of  the  Commission  after  the  termi- 
'  nation  of  another  year,  and  for  causing  such  notice  to  that  effect  as  may  be 
necessary  to  be  duly  promulgated  in  all  the  late  slave  colonies. 

My  Lords  concur  in  this  suggestion,  and  having  considered  the  statement 
accompanying  the  application  of  the  Commissioners  for  remuneration,  and  the 
progress  thereby  shown  to  have  been  made  towards  the  completion  of  the  com- 
pensation awards,  and  also  in  adjudicating  on  the  numerous  cases  of  litigated 
compensation  which  have  been  submitted  for  their  decision,  instead  of  that  of  the 
colonial  courts  or  other  judicial  tribunals,  my  Lords  consider  the  Commissioners 
and  their  secretary  to  be  entitled  to  a  further  issue  of  remuneration. 

Prepare  warrant  for  the  issue  to  the  Paymaster  of  Civil  Services,  out  of  the 
growing  pFoduce  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  on  account  of  the  portion  of  interests 
on  the  Slave  Compensation,  which  has  been  reserved  for  paying  the  expenses  of 
the  distribution  of  the  sum  of  4,360  L  4  5.,  and  let  authority  be  given  to  the  Pay- 
master to  pay  thereout  to  Henry  Hill,  Esq.,  the  Secretary  to  the  Commission, 
the  sum  of  4,000  /.,  as  an  issue  by  way  of  imprest,  and  upon  account,  for  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  the  Commission ;  and  to  Thomas  Amyot,  Esq.  the  sum  of 
360  /.  4  s.  to  defray  expenses  of  the  Slave  Registration  department,  and  to  be 
accounted  for  as  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  may  direct 

Write  to  the  Commissioners  of  Slave  Compensation,  apprizing  them,  with 
reference  to  their  letter  now  before  the  Board,  of  the  direction  given  for  the  issue 
to  their  secretary,  and  that  my  Lords  are  pleased  to  authorize  the  payment  there- 
out of  the  several  sums  of  1,000/.  each  to  James  Lewis,  Hastings  Elwin,  and 
Henry  F.  Stephenson,  Esqrs.,  Commissioners,  and  to  Henry  Hill,  Esq.,  their 
secretary,  in  further  remuneration  of  their  respective  services. 

Further,  apprize  the  Commissioners  that  my  Lords  have  proposed  to  Her 
Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  that  steps  should  be  taken  for  enabling  the  Commis- 
sioners to  close  their  proceedings  at  the  expiration  of  the  ensuing  year,  and  for 
causing  due  notification  of  this  intention  to  be  promulgated  in  each  of  the  late 
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slave  coloniesy  on  which  subject  they  will  receive  instructions  from  the  Secretary 
of  State. 

Write  to  Mr.  Stephen,  acquainting  him,  for  the  information  of  Lord  John 
Rnssell,  that  my  Lords  have  directed  the  issue  to  the  Commissioners  of  Slave 
Compensation  and  their  secretary  of  the  further  amounts  of  remuneration 
above  specified,  and  with  the  understanding  that  Mr.  Stephenson,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  appointment  he  now  holds  in  the  public  service,  will  continue  to  give 
his  assistance  for  completing  the  awards  and  adjudications  before  adverted  to* 
without  any  further  additional  remuneration. 

At  the  same  time  forward  to  Mr.  Stephen  copy  of  the  statement  submitted 
to  this  Board  in  the  letter  from  the  Commissioners,  and,  with  reference  thereto, 
request  Mr.  Stephen  will  call  the  attention  of  Lord  John  Russell  to  the  obser- 
vations respecting  the  progress  and  probable  termination  of  the  business  of 
the  Commission,  in  the  letters  addressed  by  the  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Stephen 
on  31st  October,  and  to  Sir  George  Grey  on  10th  December  1838,  and  that  he 
will  state  to  his  Lordship  that  it  appears  to  my  Lords  to  be  expedient,  both 
as  regards  the  causes  which  are  therein  represented  to  protract  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Commission,  and  the  state  of  the  funds  which  have  been  assigned 
for  defraying  expenses  incident  to  the  distribution  of  the  compensations,  that 
a  period  should  be  fixed  for  closing  those  proceedings;  and  that  my  Lords 
have  therefore  to  propose  to  Lord  John  Russell  that  due  notice  should  forthwith 
be  transmitted  to  all  the  late  slave  colonies,  that  it  is  the  intention  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  that  the  functions  of  the  Commissioners  shall  terminate  on 
31st  December  1840,  and  that  a  period  antecedent  to  that  date  shall,  at  the  same 
time,  be  named  by  the  Commissioners,  at  which  they  will  cease  to  receive  or 
entertain  any  further  claims  or  applications  regarding  the  compensation;  and 
Mr.  Stephen  will  further  observe  to  Lord  John  Russell,  that  my  Lords  will  here- 
after be  prepared  to  make  such  arrangements  in  regard  to  any  claims  for  com- 
pensation that  may  be  left  outstanding  after  the  expiration  of  the  ensuing  year, 
as  the  nature  and  amount  of  them  may  appear  to  require. 

Further  state,  for  the  information  of  Lord  John  Russell,  with  reference  to  Mr, 
Stephen's  letter  of  31  October  last,  that  my  Lords  have  given  directions  for  the 
advance  applied  for  in  the  letter  from  Mr.  Amyot,  therein  forwarded  to  this 
Board ;  and  likewise  reauest  Mr.  Stephen  will  observe  to  Lord  John  Russell,  that 
it  has  appeared  to  my  Lords,  on  adverting  to  the  purpose  for  which  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  Slave  Registration  Department  has  oeen  retained  since  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery,  that  the  diminished  amount  of  business  remaining  for  that 
establishment  to  transact,  may  now  admit  of  the  reduction,  if  not  the  entire  dis- 
continuance of  the  expenditure  for  it ;  and  Mr.  Stephen  will  move  Lord  John 
Russell  to  favour  my  Lords  with  his  opinion  as  to  the  steps  that  should  be  taken 
for  this  purpose. 


Whitehall, Treasury  Chambers,!  jj  GORDON. 

17  March  1840.  / 
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RETURN  to  8B  Order  of  the  Honourable  The  House  of  Commons, 
dated  10  August  1840;-;/br, 


RETURNS  of  General  Abstract  of  the  Colonial  Expenditure  by  Great 
Britain^  \jx  the  Year  1835-6  ; 

General  Abstract  of  the  Revenues,  &c.  of  the  Local  Governments,  in  the 
Year  1835:  .        : 

General  Abstract  of  the  Expenditure  by  the  Local  Governments  from 
Colonial  Revenues,  in  the  Year  1835. 


No.  1.— CrENBBAi.  ABSTRACT  of  the  CoLONiAL  £xPKNDiTUBE  by  Gteot  Britain^  m\        « 
the  Year  1835-6 J^* 

Appendix  (A.)  Military  Expenditure        ------        -p.  4* 

Appendix  (B.)  Civil  Expenditure     --------p.  6 

Appendix  (C.)  Naval  Expenditure  --------p.  6" 

No.  2. — General  Abstbaot  of  the  Revenues^  &c.  of  the  Looal  GovEBNA[Eirrs,1  - 

in  the  Year  1835 .-.-/P'^ 

No.  3. — General  Abttract  of  the  Expenditure  by  the  Local  GrOTERNMENTs,  fromi  ^ 

Colonial  Resources,  in  the  Year  1835 J    P- 1" 


-Al k. 


(Mr.  Robert  Gordon.) 


Ordered,  by  Th^  House  of  Commons^  to  be  Printed, 
11  August  1840. 
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NOt  1 . — Gbkbbal  Abstract  of  Ck>L0Ni4L  Expenditure 


MlUTART   AND  MARI- 
TIME Stations  : 

Gibraltar 

Malta    .       -        - 
Cape  of  Good  Hope 
Mauritius 
Bermnda 
Fernando  Po 
Ascension 
Heligoland    - 
Ionian  Islands 
St  Helena     - 


:l 


Plantations  and 
Settlements: 

Jamaica 

Bahamas 

Honduras 

Barbadoes     - 

Grenada 

St.  Vincent    - 

Tobago- 

Antigua 

Montserrat    - 

St  Christopher's 

Nevis^  - 

Anguilla 

Virgin  Islands 

Dominica 

St.  Lucia 

Trinidad 

British  Guiana 

Lower  Canada 
Upper  Canada 


Nova  Scotia  - 
New  Brunswick 
Prince      Edward's 

IsWd 
Newfoundland 

Sierra  Leone 
Gambia 

Cape  Coast    - 
Ceylon  - 
Western  Australia 


IGlitarjr  CiMiget. 


£.        s.   d. 

147,208  8  5 

118,711  14  3 

246,617  2  5 

98,950  14  10 

66,048  18  8 


DednctiQiis. 


£.      $.    d. 


9,117  18 
14,988  15 

6,446  18 
17,211  17 

2,250  8 


142,895  18  10         28,448     1     - 


242,566  12     7 


:} 


897,055  18     9 


Penal  Settlements: 

New  South  Wales  O 
Van  Diemen's  Land  J 

(General  Charges    - 


221,805  14  10 


146,872  18  11 


29,107     1     5 


183,751     2  11 
7,062     8     9 


165,010  10  11 
28,448  17     - 


12,419  15     5 


Net 
MOitaty  EzpeDditnre. 


£•    S.  d. 

138,085  10  1 

108,722  18  9 

240,170  9  5 

81,738  17  10 

53,798  15  5 


118,947  12  10 


230,146  17  2 


10,751  17  7 


2,176,608  13  6 


23,556  9  1 


7,784  2  6 


1,504  9  10 


997  13  3 


16,071  8  5 


146,549  4  2 


386,304  1  2 


Civil  CHiaiget. 


£•   #.  d. 

l/)04  18  10 

807  19  7 

184  -  - 

8,545  -  - 

26,654  18  5' 

509  17  2 


1,015  15     8 

7     -    - 


47,549     8     8 


avil 
Deduction!. 


79,566  17     I 


198,249     5     9 


189,088  11     5 


27,602  11     7 


138,751     2  11 
6,064  15     6 


148,939     2     6 
23,448  17     - 


2,030,059     9     4 


64,628     5     9 


49,750     6  11 


9,233     5     5 


811     -     - 
6,163  18  10 


401,799  18     - 


£.     M.   I 

877    -    6 
708    6    1 


2,145  12    6 


693,232     4  11 


Less  Surplus  Deductions,  carried  to  10th  Column    -^ 


42,874    8  10 


93,392    1    8 


42,045    6    1 


29,842  13    6 


9,518     1    4 


220,903     6    5 


13,825    4    7 


207,078     -  10 


Note. — For  a  detail  of  the  above  Charges  (Militaiy,  Civil  and  Naval), 
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ACCOUNTS   RELATIHO   TO   COLONIAL  BXPENDITURE  AND  REYEKUES. 


by  Oreat  BrUaith  in  the  Year  1885-6. 


Net 
Ci?il  Expenditure. 


VmX 
EzpenditoTB. 


Total  Ezpenditnre 

for 

Milituy.GiTil 

and 

Naval 


Adranoet  in  aid 

of 

Colooial  Revemiea. 


Rcnajineiiti 

from  Counual  Reremea 

and 

Swpluf  Qutoins, 

and 

Poet  Office  CdUeetioiia. 


Total  Expenditure 

incurred 
by  Great  Britain. 


627  18  4 

99  13  6 

184  -  - 

8,645  -  - 

24,509  6  - 

509  17  2 

1,015  15  3 

7  -  - 


4,675  4  10 


22,582  19  8 


19,907  13  5 


9,233  5  5 


811  -  - 
6,163  18  10 


2,281  11  8 


£.  $.  cL 

1,116  13  11 

6,996  12  - 

2,552  18  3 

13,137  19  9 

4,906  12  3 


4,105  10  1 


763  9  3 


608  10  7 


2,297  17  7 


1,511  12  - 


1,367  -  10 


£. 


$.   d. 


139,830  2  4 

110,818  4  3 

242,907  7  8 

85,283  17  10 

91,446  1  2 

509  17  2 

4,906  12  3 

1,015  15  3 

118,954  12  10 

90,833  5  9 


238,927  12  1 


387,067  10  5 


221,440  16  - 


161,294  2  5 


38,347  9 


135,929  3  0 
12,228  14  4 


641,220  14  2 
23,448  17  - 


£.  #.  cL 


£.  $.    cL 


7,000  -  - 


3,275  11  4 


6,500  -  - 


13,825  4  7 


516  8  4 


2,124  3  10 


f    475  2  6  1 
\   7,244  3  9  J 


£•    s.    d. 

139,830  2  4 

110,818  4  3 

242,907  7  8 

78,283  17  10 

91,446  1  2 

509  17  2 

4,9Q6  12  3 

1,015  15  3 

118,954  12  10 

87,557  14  5 


232,427  12  1 


373,242  5  10 


221,440  16  • 


161,294  2  6 


38,347  9  - 


133,804  19  11 
12,745  2 


583,501  8 
23,448  17 


486,154  4  1 


39,363  16  6 


2,646,410  15  8 


516  8  4 


40,444  5  11 


2,606,482  18  1 


N.B. — Classed  Expenditure 
St  Helena 


2,555,577     9  11 
90,833     5     9 


£.2,646,410  15     8 


8ee  the  following  Appendixes,  marked  (A.X  (B.)  and  (G.) 
632.  A  2 
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'  ACCOUNTS  RELATING  TO  COLONIAL  EXPENDITURE  AND  REVENUBS. 


Appendix  (A.) — ACCOUNT  of  the  Amount  paid  by  Great  Britain  for  the  Miutart  ExrEin>iTUftB 


HlUTAKT   AND  MaKI- 

TiXK  Stations: 
Gibnltar 
Malta     - 

Cape  of  Good  Hope  - 
Maaritiits 
Bermuda 
St.  Helena      . 
Ionian  T«^fty»d»  • 


Plantations  and  Set- 
tlkm knts : 

Jamaica 


ORDINARIES  of  the  ARMY. 


R^roentid  Pay, 

Clothing, 

Contingencies 

and 

Hospital  Charges, 

exclusive  of 

Stoppages  for 

Provisions. 


Honduras 

Barbadoes 

Grenada 

St.  Vincent    • 

Tobago .        -        . 

Antigua 

Montserrat 

St  Christopher's     - 

Nevis    •        -        - 

Anguilla 

Virgin  Uinda 

Dominica        • 

St.  Lucia 

Trinidad 

British  Guiana 

Lower  Canada 

Upper  Canada 

Nova  Scotia    - 

New  Brunswick 

PrinceEdward'sIsland 

Newfoundland 

Sierra  Leone  -        -^ 

Gambia 

Ceylon   - 

Western  Australia 


:} 


PxNAi.  Settlsmknts: 
New  South  Wales 
Van  Diemen'a 
General  Charges 


Wales    -•! 
n*s  Land  -J 


69,722    6  4 

63,360    3  5 

58,526     4  6 

47,252     4  - 

13,131  16  1 

77,758    2  1 


111,639    8     4 


160,356  19     2 


66,724  11  8 

62,183    -  6 

15,389     1  9 

92,1^88     2  10 


Pay  of 

General  and 

Medical  Sta£^ 

Garrison 

Officers  and 

Chaplains. 


£.      9.  d. 

4,602  12  3 
2,326  12 

4,551  11  9 

3,074    -  3 

754  12  - 

3,634    6  - 


8,895  17     - 


13,470  18     7 


70,937  19     7 


£. 


908,290 


8,750    3  2 

5,723     7  - 

671    -  - 
4>137  16 


ORDNANCE    CHARGE 


Pay  and 

Allowances 

of 

Artillery 

and 

Engineers. 


£. 

19,494 
9,175 
7,029 
7,281 
8,174. 

11,953 


10,058 


16,147 


20,801 


17,765 


Pay  and 

AUowances 

of 

Gvil 

Departments 

of 
Ordnance. 


1,452  16  10 


8,570 


986 


£. 
3,162 

2,604 
2,699 
1,938 
1,164 

1,372 


4,246 


11,311 


5,848 
4,420 

396 
2,406 


Contingent 

Expenaes 

of  Civil 

and 
MOitary 
Branches 

of 
Ordnance. 


1,326 


62,045  11  10      137,433  42,892 


£. 
3,384 
1,430 
2,643 
1,391 
1,034 

617 


2,493 


6,398 


4,942 
3,755 

137 
1,500 


Ordnance 
Stores. 


425 


£. 
2,308 
6,280 
9,804 

325 
9,697 

196 


1,406 


9,388 


1,198 
1,437 

498 
4,277 


Military 
Works. 


£.  9.  d. 

908  -  - 

904  -  - 

586  -  - 

6,045  -  ^ 

9,258  -  - 

10,577  14  8 


67 


1,453    -    - 


47,700  19  10 


3,787 


Pay  and 

Allowances 

of 

Barrack 
Department 


30,049 


46,814 


81,276  14    6 


£. 

704 

711 
989 
632 
237 

111 


893 


3,809 


2,482 


Construction 

and 

Repairs 

of 
Barracks 

and 

Militaxy 

Buildings. 


£.  a.  d. 

3,133  -  - 

2,771  -  - 

9,908  12  10 

4,776  -  - 

679  -  - 

129  -  - 


1,978    -    - 


Banack 
Stores. 


£ 
659 

1,836 

808 

1,037 


1,313 


4,891 


13,636    - 


3,597    -    - 


919       6,052    -    - 


242 


102 


11,231 


477     -    - 


1,169     7     4 


4,475  17     3 


1,833 


255 


1,473 


52,681   17    6 


14,003 
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ACCOUNTS  RELATING  TO  COLONIAL  EXPENDITURE  AND  REVENUES. 


of  eacH  Colont  (io  fiu*  as  the  same  can  be  separately  stated),  for  the  Year  ending  3l8t  March  18d'6. 


C0MMIS8ARUT  and  ARMY  EXTRAORDINARIES. 


ConuBUHriat 

Ptftod 

PsM^e 

ABowancei. 


Proriaions, 
Forage  and  Fuel, 

Commissariat, 

Incidents,  Stores, 

and  Freight  of 

Specie 
from  England. 


Contingent 

Expenses 

of  Military 

Departments, 

and  Special 

Allowances  and 

Pay  of 

Pioneers. 


Army 
Vessda. 


Transport 

of 

Troops 

and 
Stores. 


Proviuons 
and  Stores  sent 
from  England, 

with 

Sorplus  Stores 

delivered 

from 

Transports. 


Total 
Charges  incorred. 


Deductions 
for  Stoppages  from 

Ordnance  and 
Officers*  Senrants, 
Rent  of  Military 
Lands  and  Buildings, 
Premiums  on  Bills, 
and  Payments  from 
Colonial  Resources. 


Actual  Cost 

to 
Gnat  Britttiu 


ie.  *  d. 

1,501  13  1 

1,480  12  3 

2,046    9  4 

1^1  10  6 

934  13  - 

\^    7  6 


3,083 


9,291  18    5 


7,433-9 


^M  13 


1,343  17    3 


565  16    - 


6510  17    3 


27,485  18  - 

20^3  15  - 

91,535  2  - 

20,941  3  - 

6,011  14  3 

26,842  9  6 


1,356  1  7 

75  11  9 

51,248  12  6 

478  14  2 

687  16  5 

42  6  9 


£.   s.  d. 


£.  ».   JL 

3,090  1  11 

4,191  5  1 

4,242  9  6 

2,658  2  11 

1,587  14  3 

1,105  5  4 


£.  u  d. 
5,792  15  3 
1,252  14  9 


2,797  13  8 


5,449  3  - 


61,856  4  6 


23,632  -  4 


177  4  11 


2,793  9  8 


4,468  7  10 


75,656  8  6 


21,782  3 


2,075  I  9 


15,857  14  5 


35,089  14  11 


42,965  13  1 


29,312  18  10 


5,485  9  8 

16,349  10  - 
4,403  12  11 


66,490  18  5 


7,433  1  11 


3,379  1  5 


2,480  2  2 

60  16  6 
923  12  6 


11,363  7  5 


2,676  4  5 

3,198  -  5 

530  17  3 

4,161  17  7 


529  12  9 


1,456  13  4 


1,239  14  2 
23,448  17  - 


£.      s.  d. 

147,208  6  5 

118,711  14  3 

246,617  2  5 

98,950  14  10 

56/)48  18  6 

142,395  13  10 


9,117  18  4 

14,988  15  6 

6,446  13  - 

I7,2ll  17  - 

2,250  8  8 

23,448  1  - 


242,566  12  7 


12,419  15  5 


397,055  18  9 


10,751  17  -7 


221,805  14  10 


146,872  13  11 


29,107  1  5 

133,751  2  11 
7,062  8  9 


165,010  10  11 
23,448  17  - 


23,556  9  1 


7,784  2  6 


1,504  9  10 


997  13  3 


16,071  8  5 


£.         9.    d 

188,085  10  1 

iea,722  18  9 

940,170  9  6 

Bl,738  17  10 

68,798  16  6 

|M,947  12  10 


230,146  17  2 


380,304  1  t 


198,240  6  9 


139,088  11  6 


27,602  11  7 

133,751  2  II 
6,064  16  6 


148,939  2  6 
23,448  17  -. 


^'^  7  4  495,630  17  8 


124,943  8  5 


2,252  6  8 


46,093  2  9 


81,525  6  8 


2,176,608  13  6 


146,549  4  2 


2,030,059  9  4 


t»32. 
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Appendix  (B.)— statement  of  Eipkhditum  by  GreatBritain 


ADowaoces 

for 

Goremors 

and 

oilier  Officers. 

CONVICT  ESTABLISHMENTS  AND  CHARGES. 

Colomal 

andEzpeoM 

from 

Spedsl 

Pkrliamentarx 

Grants, 

inebdiflf 

Indian 

Department 

inCaoads. 

Eeckmabl 

Convicta 

and 

of  Stores  for 

Convict 
Departments. 

Provisions 
and 

Stores 

for  Convicts 

on 

P*«V. 

Provisions, 

Clothing, 

Stores  and  Toob 

for 

Convict 

Departments, 

and 

Misoellaneoas 

Expenses* 

for 

of 

Convicts,  Police 

andGaob 

in 

Penal 

Setthanents. 

lliUTAmr  AND  Mabitimk  Sta- 

TlOMt: 

Oibirahar      .... 

£.     «.    A 
200     -    ~ 

£.    a.    d. 

£,    $.    d. 

£.     #.   d. 

£.      9.     d. 

£.     f.    d. 

^    i4 

Maha  .        -        -        -        - 

* 

CWm  of  Good  HoM 

.     . 

Manritint     -        .        -        - 

•     . 

Bonnuda      .... 

1AO     -      — 

15,315    6    6 

4,167    3    - 

3,799  15    - 
509  17    1 

625    -    - 

150  -. 

FenMttdp  P&          -        -        - 

Aiwniion     »        •        •        - 
Hfilifoland    ~        .        - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Ionian  Ttlandt       -        .         . 

SU  Helena    -        .        .        . 

PX.4]n!ATIOWt  AKD  8nTI.XMX]ITS  : 

Jamaica       «... 

758  14    6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

"■• 

— 

9,434  13   4 

WMien 

Hondnras     •        .        .        ~ 

IhrbadoM     .... 

608  16    - 

^ 

^ 

.        •         - 

5,850    -  - 
1  Ma     _    . 

J 

Ormada       -        .        .        - 

St.  Vinmni  .... 

... 

1  5IAA     -     .- 

Tohavn           .... 

1JUM     -    - 

Antigna       .... 
Montserrat   .... 

OQ      .     . 

1  fi&O     .    - 

A,9»V      — 

8L  Chrifttaolitf^a  ... 

1,391  16  11 

Nevifl  .       *- 

* 

WIO  .  4 

Anvnillft          .            •            .            _ 

-       .        V 

•        •        • 

Vinrin  IsIaimIb          ... 

... 

.        .        .■ 

68    9    2 
1,642  10    8 

St.  Lncia     .        .         -        - 

TriniflMl           .... 

*.       "        * 

DrituK  OniAfiA       ... 

326  16    6 

... 

... 

}l7,220    .    - 
4,923    3    6 

UJ70  11  8 

Upper  Ganada       -        -         - 

NoV&  SfiOtlA.                 ... 

!iAn    .    . 

.        .        - 

New  DmiMOTu^      ... 

225  -  - 

Prinrtt  Rdward*!!  Tdand    - 

69  10    8 

... 

... 

2,221     1    6 
4,338    3    2 

1  8,950    8    9 

100  -  - 

300  -  - 

Sierra  Leone         ... 

91  10    - 

r.    .    . 

I- :  • 

Gamlria        .... 

CapeOoast  .        -        .        . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

"VBm^kmfwt    Am.4«.1«.                    -               . 

.        •       '. 

... 

.        -        - 

... 

^        -        • 

6,163  18  10 

PsifAi.  SimjiMxifTs: 
New  Sooth  Wales 
Van  Diemen't  Land 
General  Charges   ... 

150    -    - 

47,690     1     3 
27,646    6     9 

|37,139    -    9 

221,589    7    6 

r29,868    6  11 
\35,068  10  10 

£. 

2,604    7     8      75,386     7     - 

37,139    -    9 

236,904  13  11 

69,034    -     9 

65,911  18    - 

52^181^ 

Appendix  (C.) — STATEMENT  of  EzpxNDiTumi  by  Greai  Britain  tor 


MiLITAmT  AMD  IfABITIMl  Sf  ATIOM8  *. 

Gibraltar  ..... 
Malta 

Cape  of  Good  Hope  .... 
Manritins  •        •        .         .        • 

Bermuda  .•.-•• 
Fernando  Po  •  -  •  •  - 
A8oensi<m  ...... 

Heligoland 

Ionian  Islands   ..... 

Plamtatiohs  Ain>  SxTTLmmrs: 
Jamaica    ...... 

Bahamas  ....••' 

Hondnras  ...... 

Baibadoes  ...... 

Grenada  ....... 

St.  Vincent       ...... 

Tobago    ..«.-.. 
Antigna  -••.... 

Montserrat        ...... 

St.  Christopher's        •        .        .        •        . 
J<fevis 

Carried  forward     -     -     -     £, 


Salaries  of 

Dock  Yard, 

Victoalling  and 

Medical 
Ertablishments. 


£.       «.  d, 

360    -  - 

5,509  13  9 

2,281  11  4 

4,628     8  9 

400    -  - 


}" 


422  12    - 


200    -    - 


15,792    5  10 


Repairs 

of 
BwiHiTgs 

and 
Works. 


£.      «.    d. 

766  13  11 

1,485  18    3 

271     6  11 

8,509  11     - 


1,682  18     1 


563    9    3 


Allowanees, 

Oothing,  ke, 

of 

Marines. 


£.      $.    i. 


4,506  12    3 


13^7,507  b^V  :J  0»^  i^^  3^ 


Tocu 
HsfilEipafiM 


£.  u^ 
1,IIC  IS  li 
6^12  ; 

4^12 


4>106I0 


7W  ♦ 


33^73  IJ 


ACCOUNTS   tlELATINa   TO   COLONIAL   EXPENDITURB  AND   RBVENUfiS. 


for  CiTii.  SxftTicis  relating  to  the  Colonues,  in  the  Year  1635-6. 


Works 

lor 

CcTu  Purpoiea 

bf  thfl 

Ordttuiee 

Dcputment. 


697 

184 
3»646 

78 


«.   d. 


7    - 


r    18S  . 

'         74    - 


44S     -    - 

71 

S44     -    w 


86 

88 


40 
S60 

1^8 
£08 
448 

1,413 
52 


404 
135 


811 


Ghargee 

froin 

Cirfl 

Contingencies 

or 

Military  Chests. 


£.    t.    d. 


390  16    3 


686  18    7 


} 


8,070    6  10 
14-6 


66    6     6 


2,664 


10,400    «    - 


12,622     6  10 


ESTABLISHMENT 

of 
British  Revenue  Departments, 

and 
Contingent  Expenses. 


Customs 
Department. 


£.     f.    d. 


2,923  13     6 


23,677    7    9 
2,773    8     8 


7,198  14  10 
4,086  10  9 
3,476  6  - 
1,673  16  9 
4,772  16  1 
936  13  11 
3,644  7  8 
1,266     1     1 


1,104  17    7 

2,414  9  10 

2,701  14  II 

4,182  8     8 

7,971  14    - 

7,766  4    1 

10,793  3    3 

8,346  1     8 

762  6    8 

4,266  9    > 


106,619    -  10 


PostOiBfle 
Department. 


£.  s.  d. 
107  18  10 
276  19     7 


176    -    4 


9,092  14    4 
77  18     2 


427     9  6 

140  13  1 

136  11  - 

148  12  8 

167     7  7 

27     2  7 

187  14  - 

60    -  - 


66    6  ^ 

136  16  8 

102     8  8 

200     3  9 

338  13  6 


23,764    4 


8,661  17    - 


44,276  10    3 


Total 
Charges. 


£.  f.  d. 

1,004  18  10 

807  19'  7 

184  -  - 

3,646  -.  - 

26,654  18  6 

609  17  2 


1,016  16     3 

7    -    - 


U7,649    8    8 


)79,666  17     1 


64,628  6    9 

49,760  6  11 

\  9,233  6     6 

811  -    - 

6,163  18  10 


}401, 


799  13  - 


693,232    4  11 


DEDUCTIONS. 


Customs 
Collections 
remitted  to 

earoended  by  the 
Department, 

4}  per  cent. 
Duties. 


£.    $.    d. 


1,869  16    9 


[ 


21,799    8    6 
2^7  10  11 


30,354  14 

2,861  11 

2,792  6 

988  12 

17,617  16 

1,124  3 

7,767  14 

3,600  12 


1,110    3 

778    1 

2,066  10 

4,288     7 

L  9,434    3 

8,103    6 


19,680    -    6 


138,360     1     - 


Post  Office 

Collections 

remitted 

to 

England 

or 

expeoded  by  the 

Department 


£.    t.    d. 

377     -    6 
708    6     1 


286  16     8 


18,639    2 
148     1 


1,689  10  7 
621  16  11 
637  19  11 
444  2  2 
894  11  9 
100  3  10 
639  16  6 
146     8     3 


116  7  11 

301  19     6 

346  18  10 

1,094  3     2 

1,690  6     7 

33,941  19    7 


10,212  13 


73,036     3     1 


Less  Surplus  Deductions,  earned  to  General  Statement 


£. 


Natal  Sxkticxs  relatiog  to  the  CoLOXiss,  in  the  Year  1886-6. 


Total 

Deductions 

ntnn 

Gvil 

Charges. 


377    w    6 
708    6     1 


2,146  12    5 


42,874    8  10 


93,392     1     8 


42,045     6     1 


9,842  13     6 


9,618     1     4 


220,903    6    5 
13,825     4    7 


207,078    -  10 


Net  Civa 
Expenditure. 


£.  i,  d, 

627  18  4 

99  13  6 

184  -  - 

3,546  -  - 

24,609  6  - 

609  17  2 

1,015  16  3 

7  -  • 


4,675  4  10 


22,582  19  8 

19,907  13  6 

9,233  6  6 

811  -  - 

6,163  18  10 

392,281  11  8 


486,154  4  1 


PLASTTAnOHl  AMD   SxTTLEMXyTS-i-COIlttllKMf. 

Brought  forward    -    -    - 
AngnlU 
Virgin 

Dwiinira  -.---- 

SuLncia  ...... 

Trinidad 

BsitiBh  Guiana  - 

Lofwer  Csnada  ------ 

UppcrCanada 

Nova  Sootia 

NewBmnswick  .         -        -        -        - 

Prince  Edward's  Island        .        -        .         . 
Newfiwndland  ------ 

SictTALeone     ------ 

Gsmbia    -        - 

GspeCoast 

Ceytoo     -        -        -        -        - 

wiestem  Australia      -        .        -        -        • 

PiVAL   SSTTLXMINTS: 

Ntw  South  Wales       .        -        .        -        - 
Yam  l>iemen*8  Land  •        -        •        -        - 

£. 
632. 


Salaries  of 

Dock  Yard, 

Victualling  and 

Medical 
Establishments. 


£.      $.    d. 
16,792    6  10 


\       606  18     1 
1,448  17     8 


900    -    - 
1.367     -  10 


20,116    2    5 


Bepairs 

of 
Buildings 

and 
Works. 


£.      «.    d. 
13,279  17    6 


1   12    6 
848  19  11 


611  12    - 


14,742     1   10 


Allowances, 
CloUiing,  tec. 


Marines. 


£.      f.    d. 
4,506  12     3 


4,506  12    3 


Total 
Naval  Expenditure. 


£.      «.    d. 

33,578  15    6 


608  10     7 

2.297  17     7 

1,511  12    - 

1,367  -  10 


39,363  16     6 
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No.  2. — ^ABSTRACT  of  the  Reyeicues  and  other  Receipts  of  the  Local  GoYEBKicEifTs  of  the  sereral 


— ♦ 

Taxes,  Doties 
and  Fees. 

Goremment  Mono- 

Territoria] Revenoes, 

laddeBtal 

Total  RenBBts 

polies  and 

Crown  Property 

and 

Sales  of  Produce. 

and  Droits. 

Recdpts. 

Ordinaxx  Beevpla 

MlUTART   AND   MARI- 
TIME Stations: 

£.       s.    d. 

£.      s.     d. 

£.       s.    d. 

£.    $.    d. 

£.      J-    A 

Gibraltar 

27,607   18     8 

- 

4,000     1     9 

866  10     - 

81,878  10    - 

Malta    .        -        . 

71,622     9     7 

- 

26,066     6     2 

1,140  18     2 

98,729  12  11 

Cape  of  Good  Hope 

95,679     6     2 

. 

11,810  14  10 

2,746     1     7 

110,285    2    7 

Mauritius 

166,676   12     7 

. 

2,086     6     6 

16,928     8  10 

184^9     6  10 

Bermuda 

Helgoland    -      -  > 

No  Returns  received. 

Ascension 

PLAIITATIONa  AND  SbT- 

TLEK BXT8  : 

Jamaica         -      ^^ 

Bahamas        -      •  I 

No  Returns  received. 

Honduras      -      -j 

Barbadoes      - 

13,884  U  10 

. 

. 

8,966     -     4 

22^840  15    2 

Grenada 

24,670  17     1 

. 

152  18     8 

- 

24,728  10    9 

St,  Vincent    - 

No  Returns  received. 

Tobago .        .        - 

764  19     - 

. 

61     8     - 

122  17     - 

928  19    - 

Antigua 

16,074     -     8 

. 

222     9     6 

6,417     6     6 

20,713  16    i 

Montserrat     -       -^ 

St.  Christopher's  - 

Nevis    .        .       . 

Ajiguilla        -       . ) 

No  Returns  received. 

Virgin  Islands 

Dominica 

St.  Lucia       -       -J 

Trinidad 

86,276  18     8 

. 

772     9     8 

1,190     2     9 

87,289     5    8 

Britbh  Guiana 

78,606     8     8 

. 

1,386  10     7 

7,074     6  10 

87,017     1     1 

Lower  Canada 

116,305  11     3 

. 

86,184     8     2 

. 

161,489  14    6 

Upper  Canada 

63,500     9     7 

• 

83,032  14     - 

6,637  15     9 

103,070  19    4 

Nova  Scotia  - 

No  Returns  received. 

New  Brunswick     • 

68,767     6  11 

. 

46,826  13     - 

1,123  16     9 

106,707  16    8 

Prince     Edward's 
Island, 

8,572  17     2 

-     ■     • 

106  14     2 

169     6     9 

8,837  18     1 

Newfoundland 

86,887  11     7 

. 

811     8  11 

8  10     - 

86,202     6    6 

Sierra  Leone  - 

7,129  12     6 

. 

91     7     6 

880     4     6 

7,601     4    6 

Gambia 

2,685  18     6 

- 

66  16     8 

. 

2^92  13    9 

Fernando  Po  -      O 
Cape  Coast    -      -J 

No  Returns  recei 

ved. 

^ 

Ceylon  -        -        - 

161,406     7     6 

106,461  17    - 

68,889     -     9 

42,211     8     6 

862,418  18    9 

Western  Australia  - 

No  Returns  received. 

Penal  Settlements: 

New  South  Wales  - 

180,847  10     8 

. 

89,476  18  10 

4,140     9  10 

273,964  18  11 

Van  Diemen's  lAud 

94,291  13     2 

.        • 

15,319     8     4 

8,914  14     6 

118,645  15  11 

Dependent  States  : 

Ionian  Islands 

No  Returns  received. 
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ACCOUNTS   nELAtlNG   TO   COLONIAL   EXPENDITURE   AND    REVENUES. 


Britisb  Colonies,  in  the  Year  1836^  so  far  as  Returns  for  that  Year  have  been  received  at  the  Treasury. 


Adrtimt  nr 
Colonial  Serrioes 


Reoeipti  in  aid  of 

Revenue  Loans, 

Qoremment  Notes, 

and  Adrances 
by  Great  Britain. 


Colonial  Balances 

of 
'  fonner  Yean 

appHed 
to  KTpenditnre. 


Gkkkral  Totals. 


CoUections 

by 

British  Revenue 

Departments. 


Special  Rates 

or  Dues 

not  at  the  di«|  osal 

of  the 

Government. 


£. 


£•      $m     a. 


1,631  13  3 

23,643  16  3 

3,190  8  2 


408  13  6 
2,550  10  8 


4,739  9  4 


1,716  13  4 
80  9  6 


845  10 


4,615  13  11 


64,318  19  2 


1,884    10 


331  19  10 


31,931  4  1 


1,021  17  8 


31,873  10  - 

100,669  19  8 

136,429  9  6 

187,779  15  - 


27,580  4  6 

24,723  10  9 

928  19  - 

20,713  15  2 


41,764  19  7 

87,349  --  11 

161,489  14  5 

199,321  2  7 

106,707  15  8 

10,721  18  11 

36,202  5  6 

9,317  17  9 

2,673  3  3 


352,418  13  9 


274,810  3  11 
115,467  13  7 


£•  S.  €L 
377  -  6 
708  6  1 


32,044  6  4 

3,483  7  3 

1,427  14  9 

18,612  8  3 


5,382  10  8 
11,124  10  1 

42,045  0  1 


25,577  4  0 
4,265  9  - 


£.  s,     d. 
2,852  10  10 


{ 


8,062  16  4 

17,311  3  8 
6,788  10  11 


632. 
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10                               ACCOUNTS   RELATING   TO   COLONIAL   EXPENDITURE   AND 

REVBNUBS. 

No.  3. — ABSTRACT  of  the  Expenditure  incurred  by  the  Local  Gtoybrkments  of  the  aeveral  Bbitish  Colonibb     1 

me  Sta- 

CiTll 

GoTemment. 

Rerentte 
Department. 

Judicial 
EttailiihmeDt. 

EcdesMStical 

and 

Schod 

Surveyorf 

Departnwil^ 

Roads 

and 

Public  Wocfa. 

Military  and  Mariti 

TI0N8  : 

£.        s.  d. 

£,       1,    d. 

£.       s.    d. 

£.      $.    d. 

£.       <.    A 

Gibraltar     - 

- 

10,647     8.  11 

4,713     6   10 

7,430  16  10 

420  18     1 

• 
1,816     4    8 

Malta .        -        - 

- 

43,030  10     0 

2,910   13   10 

18,607     2     3 

. 

8,032  14    5 

Cape  of  Good  Hope 

- 

24,023     5     2 

11,619     2     3 

48,061     9  10 

10,270  18     9 

11,724     1     1 

Mauritius    - 

- 

44,162     1      8 

18,226     2   11 

43,209   16     8 

4,611     2     - 

12,711   16    7 

Bermuda     - 

" 

1 

Heligoland  - 

- 

^  No  Returns  received. 

Ascension    - 

- 

J 

Plantations  and  Settlements: 

Jamaica 

. 

1 

Bahamas 

- 

>  No  Returns  received. 

Honduras    - 

- 

J 

Barbadoes   - 

2,898     6     5 

177   16     3 

12,861     7     9 

4,136  11     8 

6,683  IB    8 

Grenada 

- 

11,132  11     6 

. 

^,822     4     6 

2,070     7     3 

-     "  . 

St.  Vincent 

- 

No  Returns  received. 

Tobago 

- 

124    -    - 

. 

- 

20     8     - 

110    -    - 

Antigua 

- 

6,061   12     2 

. 

6,066  14     1 

693  18     2 

1,130  10    2 

Montserrat  - 

- 

N 

St.  Christopher's  - 

- 

Nevis 

- 

Anguilla 

- 

)  No  Returns  received. 

Virgin  Islands 

- 

Dominica    - 

- 

St  Lucia     - 

- 

J 

Trinidad      - 

- 

11,418     2     - 

. 

14,603     9     8 

3,608     2     6 

1,297  Id    - 

British  Guiana    - 

- 

66,366  16     2 

4,906  10     - 

2,209     2     1 

2,389     2     1 

9,130     4    8 

Lower  Canada 

- 

4,826  11     6 

8,977  12  10 

1,634     2     6 

24,229  10  10 

19,806     1     7 

Upper  Canada     - 

- 

10,034  12  10 

1,419     9     9 

6,362  18     1 

18,216  12  10 

110,362  15    4 

Nova  Scotia 

- 

No  Returns  received. 

New  Brunswick  - 

- 

66,747     -     1 

4,982     -     6 

— . 

— 

— 

Prince  Edward's  Island 

2,726     6     8 

468     -     - 

712     2     7 

1,624  12  11 

3,254     6    7 

Newfoundland     - 

- 

17,174  17     8 

. 

9,108  16     1 

876     -     - 

— 

Sierra  Leone 

- 

1,082     4     2 

144     9  11 

1,919  11   11 

826     -     7 

1,495     8     6 

Gambia 

- 

1,020     1     4 

. 

311     9     4 

66     4     - 

176     6     6 

Fernando  Po 

• 

— 

— 

... 

.« 

— 

Cape  Coast 

- 

— 

— 

-^ 

— 

«— 

Ceylon 

- 

94,630  13     - 

64,894  14     8 

45,432  16  10 

11,029     8     2 

.         -         - 

Western  Australia 

- 

No  Returns  received. 

Penal  Settlements  : 

. 

New  South  Wales 

- 

36,348     2     8 

9,272  14     4 

38,026  16     6 

23,768  10     6 

85,025     6     7 

Van  Diemen's  Land 

- 

31,929     7     6 

8,663  10     8 

13,694     8     1 

14,611   16     6 

26,624   15     - 

Dependent  States  : 

Ionian  Islands 

- 

No  Returns  rec 

eived. 
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fhHn  Cdonial  Resources,  in  the  Year  1885,  so  far  as  the  Returns  for  that  Year  have  been  received  at  the  Treasury  . 


Pay 

•ff 

Local  Onrpfl, 

and 

Militia. 


CokmialFay 

and 

AUowanoet 

to  the 

TToope. 


Pay  of  the 
General  Staff, 

and 

Contingencies 

of 

Military 

Departments, 


Coi 


iture. 


Barrack 
Charges. 


Engineers* 

Department, 

and 

Military  Works. 


Incidental 
Military  Charges. 


£.      s.    d. 


26,910     3     - 


901   14  11 

62     2     4 
176     2     7 


614  16     7 
2,766     2     6 

686     -     - 


67  10    - 

482     7     8 
17     2     6 


£.      s.    d. 


£.      $.    d. 


£.     $.    d. 


£.      s.    d. 


£.     8.    d. 


£•     9.    d. 


44,610     4     - 


81,492  10     2 


688  16     7 
668     9     8 


1,880     2  11 


632. 


{continued.) 
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ACCOUNTS   RELATING  TO   COLONIAL   EXPENDITURE   AND   REVENUES. 


I 

No.  3, 

— Abstract  of  the  Expenditure  incurred  by  the  Local  Governments 

Pentions 

and 
Retired  AUowancM. 

Interest 

on 

Colonial  Debts. 

Charges. 

Total 

Current 

Eacpcnditure. 

L«liiii»tioi 
of  Loan 

ud 
Col<BualD(ki  ; 

MlUTART   AND   MARITIME  STA- 
TIONS : 

£.        S.     d. 

£.       8.     d. 

£.      s.    d. 

£.          *.     d. 

£.       1.  i 

Gibraltar     - 

- 

- 

4^620     6     8 

. 

836   12     4 

30,485     8     4 

-      . 

Malta. 

- 

- 

10,116   11     8 

616  19     - 

10,384   14     6 

94,466     6     4 

.      . 

Cape  of  Good  Hope 

• 

- 

9,820     3     8 

. 

6,346     9     9 

121,866  10    6 

.      . 

Mauritius    - 

- 

- 

10,639  17     4 

... 

10,791   12     2 

171,162  11     4 

•       •      . 

Bermuda     - 

- 

-^ 

Heligoland  - 

- 

-  ' 

No  Returns  received. 

Ascension    - 

- 

Plantations  and  Settlements  : 

1 

Jamaica 

. 

■■J 

Bahamas 

- 

- 

No  Returns  re 

ceived. 

1 

Honduras    - 

- 

-J 

, 

1 

Barbadoes  - 

- 

- 

13     6     6 

. 

819  18     1 

27,680     4     6 

.      . 

Grenada 

- 

- 

. 

. 

•         •         • 

16,926  18     2 

.       .      . 

St.  Vincent 

- 

- 

No  Returns  received. 

Tobago 

- 

- 

. 

. 

11   16  10 

328     7     2 

•       •      • 

Antigua 

- 

- 

237  10     - 

. 

2,600     -     - 

16,125   10     1 

•       •      • 

Montserrat  - 

- 

-' 

St.  Christopher's 

- 

- 

Nevis  ... 

- 

- 

Anguilla      • 

- 

- 

No  Returns  n 

ceived. 

Virgin  Islands     - 

- 

- 

Dominica    - 

- 

- 

St.  Lucia     - 

- 

-^ 

Trinidad      - 

- 

. 

1,620     3     - 

. 

2,618     6     2 

86,430  16   10 

-       •      • 

British  Guiana    - 

- 

- 

762  10     2 

. 

771   19     1 

78,302     6     8 

-       •      • 

Lower  Canada     - 

- 

- 

1,941     6     - 

1,020  11     9 

14,690     7     4 

76,426     4     4 

-       •     • 

Upper  Canada     - 

- 

- 

2,211   10     9 

21,307   10     4 

20,881   12     8 

199,321     2     7 

•       •      • 

Nova  Scotia 

- 

- 

No  Returns  received. 

New  Brunswick  - 

- 

- 

. 

. 

8,031     6     - 

79,710     6     6 

-        •      • 

Prince  Edward's  Island 

- 

. 

69   19     3 

909     1   11 

9,821    18   11 

900  -  - 

Newfoundland     - 

- 

- 

483  16     - 

- 

240     -     - 

27,382     7     9 

4,490   2  - 

Sierra  Leone 

- 

^ 

260  13     1 

- 

651     9     1 

7,267     4     6 

-       •      ' 

Gambia 

- 

- 

136     3     6 

- 

682  16     2 

2,317     3     3 

-       •      • 

Fernando  Po 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cape  Coast  - 

- 

- 

— 

— 

' 

— 

— 

Ceylon 

- 

- 

22,996  10     2 

. 

14,237     6     8 

319,333     2     8 

7,104  n^ 

Western  Australia 

- 

- 

No  Returns  re 

jceived. 

Penal  Settlements: 

New  South  Wales 

. 

. 

1,327   17     - 

. 

18,010     8     6 

162,957  12     7 

-         "       ' 

Van  Diemen's   Land 

- 

600     -     - 

. 

16,893   18     6 

112,271     6     3 

3,196   8  * 

Dependent  States: 

Ionian  Islands     - 

- 

- 

No  Returns  received. 
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of  the  several  British  Colonies  from  Colonial  Resources,  in  the  Year  1835,  &c. — continued. 


Adrftooei 

for 

Cdonial  Seirices. 


£.  $.  d. 

5,713  13  4 

14,573  19  - 

6,588  2  3 


349  -  9 


988  8  10 


12,850  16  8 


62,941  17  3 


Total 

Disburaemento 

of 

Colonial  Goyemments. 


30,485  8  4 

100,169  19  8 

136,429  9  6 

177,740  13  7 


27,580  4  6 

16,926  18  2 

328  7  2 

16,125  10  1 


85,779  17  7 

78,302  6  8 

76,426  4  4 

199,321  2  7 

79,710  5  6 

10,721  18  11 

31,782  9  9 

8,255  13  3 

2,317  3  3 


1,288  1  2 


225,899  9  10 
115,467  13  7 


Surplus 

Revenues  and  Receipts 

added  to  Colonial  Balances, 

or  paid  over 

in  aid  of  Expenditure 

by  Great  Britain. 


£.  1.  d. 

1,388  1  8 

500  -  - 

10,039  1  5 


7,796  12  7 

600  11  10 
4,588  5  1 


5,975  2  - 

9,046  14  3 

75,063  10  1 


26,997  10  2 

4,329  15  9 

1,062  4  6 

356  -  - 


13,130  12  7 


48,910  14  1 


Gbniral 

Totals. 


£.    S.  d. 

31,878  10  - 

100,669  19  8 

136,429  9  6 

187,779  15  - 


27,580  4  6 

24,723  10  9 

928  19  - 

20,713  15  2 


41,754  19  7 
87,349  -  11 

151, 

199.; 


1,489  14  5  1 
9,321  2  7  J 


106,707  15  8 

10,721  18  11 

36,202  5  6 

9,317  17  9 

2,673  3  3 


352,418  13  9 


274,810  3  11 
115,467  13  7 


Expended 

or  remitted  by 

British  Revenue 

Departments, 

and 

Surplus  Revenues 

paid  over. 


£.     s.    d. 

877     -     6 
708     6     1 


32,044  5  4 

3,488  7  8 

1,427  14  9 

18,512  8  8 


5,382  10     2 
11,124  10     1 

42,045     6     1 


25,577     4     6 
4,265     9     - 


632. 


Expenditure 

from 

Speeial  Rates  or  Duet 

not  at 

theDifposal 

of 

the  Government. 


£.       $.    d. 

2,875     8     4 


{ 


7,691   17     4 

17,871     8     8 
5,484  18     4 
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COLONIAL    PENSIONS. 


RETURN  to  an  Addrkss  of  the  Honourable  The  House  of  Commons,  dated  81-  March  1840  ;~:/b>, 

RErURNof  the  Amount  paid  for  Pensions,  Sopbrannuation,  and  Rrtibed  Allowances,  from  the  Colonial  Revenues  of  Malta,  Ceylm, 
Trinidad,  Guiana,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  New  South  Wales,  and  Van  Diemen*t  Land,  in  the  Y^saii  1887,  1838,  and  f839;  stating  the  Name' 
of  each  Person,  the  Amount,  and  the  Date  of  his  Pension  or  Allowance,  his  Age,  Length  of  Service,  and  Offices  held;  also,  the  Reasons  for 
granting  the  said  Pension  or  Allowance,  and  under  what  Authority  granted. 


Ordered,  by  The  House  of  Commons,  to  he  Printed,  5  Atigiat  1840. 


Return  of  the  Amount  paid  for  Pensions,  Superannuation, and  Retired  Alxowancbs,  from  the  Colonial  Revenues />f  Malta,  CmfUm,  Trin*^ 
dad,  Cuitma,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  New  South  Wales,  and  Van  Diemcn's  Land,  in  the  Years  1837,  1838,  and  1839,  so  far  as  appears  from 
Accounts  rendered  to  the  Audit  Office  in  respect  of  those  Colonies ;  stating  the  Name  of  each  Pecson,  the  Amount,  and  the  Date  of  Pension 
or  Allowance,  Age,  Length  of  Service,  and  Offices  held  ;  also,  the  Reasons  for  granting  the  said  Pension  or  Allowance,  and  under  what 
Authority  granted. 


MALTA. 


Pensions, 
Superannuations, 

and 
Retired  Allowances. 

Retired  Allowances 
in 
the  Nature  of 
Gratuities.      . 

TOTAL.       ; 

Paid  in  1837          .... 

—  1888          .... 

—  1889          .... 

£.      f.    d. 

9,627  If    8 
10^88  12    1 
12,394    «    6 

£.     f.   d. 
419    -    - 
647  10    - 
168  10    -    " 

£.     f.     d. 
10,046  IS    8  ^ 
10,786    2    1 
12,762  16    6  * 

Total    -   _-    •\£. 

82,460  10  10 

1,136    -    - 

33,696  10  10  ^ 

NAME. 

Retired 
Allowance. 

Date. 

Age. 

Length  of 
Service. 

Office. 

Reasons  for 
Granting  Allowance. 

A«thori^. 

£.   f.    d. 

• 

Ytars* 

•■ 

SirW.  K.  Ball     - 

600    -    -^ 

Oct.  1809 

~ 

^         • 

*        •        .        . 

-  -  Meritorioua  services  of 
his  father,  Sir  A.  Ball,  Go- 
■veraor  of  Malta.     • 

■* 

R.  R.  Wood         •        .  •     . 

1,000    -    - 

June 1818 

- 

4 

Vendue  Master 

Abolition  of  office     - 

Rev.  F.  Laing      ^        -        .- 

400    -  - 

Sept.  1815 

.. 

6 

.  Chief  Secretary 

Bad  health    ..        ^      -. 

Sir  F.  llaakey 

625    -    - 

Oct.  1887 

- 

15 

-    -    ditto 

• 

* 

- 

meut  of  the  I'Stablishment. 

8irR.Plasket      -        -       . 

800    -    - 

Jan.  1834 

- 

8 

-    •    ditto 

-  -  Afterwards  employed  at 

. 

*■ 

" 

the- Cape  of  Good  Pope, 
from  which  he  retired  in 

- 

■ 

• 

consequence  of  ill-health, 
with  a  further  pension  of 

"        *        • 

* 

- 

1 

200  L  per  annum.  • 
Abolition  of  office    - 

N  Nugent  -        -        .        . 

800 

Feb.  1838 

- 

la 

Colonial  Treasurer     • 

(Deceased  1840.) 

Sir  G.  C.  Debouo 

800    -    - 

Jan.  1883 

- 

37 

Senior  Judge    •        • 

Bad  health      - 

(Deceased  1838.^  • 

- 

J.  Mackenzie        ... 

250 

Oct.  1836 

- 

20 

--  Director  of  Public 

Length  of  service     - 

• 

- 

Works. 

G.  Ward      .        ^       •        « 

200 

Oct.  1837 

— 

18 

—  Superintendent  of 
Government       Grain 

-  -  Abolition    of    office ; 
temporary  allowance  until 

-  -  Her  Ma- 

jetty's  Secte- 

- 

• 

- 

k  Department. 

re-employed. 

taiy  of  State. 

J.  Calvert    .        «       «       « 

230 

Dec«1837 

"" 

15 

—  Agent  and  Broker, 
Government       Grain 

•    ditto  .... 

Dr.  AugustiDo  Randon  •       * 

250 

Apr.  1839 

^ 

22 

Department* 

Judge      -        -        - 

Bad  health    -        .        - 

Dr.Zahra     .... 

250    -    - 

July  1839 

« 

38 

Police  Magistrate     • 

Bad  health    - 

R.Langslow         ... 

300 

Nov.  1838 

"• 

.         • 

Attorney-general 

ceafted,  Mr.Langslow  hav- 
ing   been    transferred    to 

Vittoiio  Bataoni    • 

100    -    ^ 

June  1815 

"• 

•         • 

-  -  Editor  of  the  Go* 
vemment  Gazette. 

Ceylon. 

E.F.  PhilHps       -        -        . 

150    -    - 

July  1858 

• 

19 

-  -  Superintendent   of 

AbolitioD  of  office     - 

(Deceased  1339.) 

• 

the  Post^flke. 

Captain  F.  Hunn - 
J.SomerviUe 

100    -    ^ 

Apr.  1838 

— 

10 

CaptaihofthePort  - 

-    ditto  .        -        .        - 

180    -    - 

Oct.  1838 

- 

20 

--Collector  of  Land 

-  -  -Retired  oi>  new  arrange- 

Revenue,  Gozo. 

Ouiseppe  Trapani  - 

183 

Junel835 

- 

35 

Collecior  of  £xcise    - 

-- Consolidation  of  Cua- 
toms  and  Exoise.  < 

GicBattaSchembri      - 

100    -    - 

July  1832 

- 

19 

-  -  Captain  of  Quaran- 

- •  Temporary  allowance 

'Uiacchmo  Rossi   -        -        - 

77    8    - 

'. 

. 

* 

tine  PorU 

-  -  Assistant  in  Marine 

(Deceased  1838.) 

Police. 

F.Ross       -        *        -        * 

63  15    8 

Jan.  1883 

"• 

10 

•  -  Registrar  of  Public 
Registry  Office. 

' 

1 

306. 

A 

I 
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PENSIONS,   SUPERANNUATIONS,   AND   RETIRED   ALLOWANCES, 


NAME. 


Retired 
Allowance. 


Date. 


Age. 


Length  of 
Service. 


Office. 


Reasons  for  granting 
Allowance. 


Attbocitj. 


Malta    continue, 
Alessandio  Ghntman 

Michele  Micallef 

Yiooeoso  Galea  - 
William  Lewis 

Liiigi  Missnd 

G,  M.  Zammit      - 

Odoardo  Montanaro 

Laigi  Ricca 
Gaiseppe  Camilleri 

D.  Dom.  Montanaro 

Rajmondo  Zammit 

F.  Micallef  - 

G.  A.  Trerisan     • 

Stani.  Fortell 
WOliam  Bingham 
Felice  Caniana     • 

Geo.  B.Muscat   • 

Yiocenao  Graragna 
P.P.dePiro 

Gioranni  Castagna 

F.  Paolo  Pace  • 
Gioranna  Onofrio 

Gniaeppe  Calamatta 

Dr«  Michele  Borg 

Dr.  Fortonato  Mizzi 
Pasqvale  Regoaud 

(Deceased  18S8.) 
Gaiseppe  Farmgnia 

(Deceawd  1818.) 
George  Daliel 

ViDcenio  Palmer  • 

Geo.  Carlo  Mamo 

Paolo  Velk-       • 

Franoeeco  Micallef 
Dr.  Luigi  Camilleri 
Lnca  Portelli 

G.  Batta  Decandia 

(Deceased  I8S7.) 

Gioranni  Chetcnd 

Maria  Regnaud  - 
Simeone  Anninio  • 

Gniseppe  Mercieca 
Dr.£m.GraTagna 

Not  Gni.  Melropoli 
Emmanuela  SaTona 
Lorenzo  Pamis 

(Deceased  18S8.) 
The  Children  of  the  late  Steiano 
Coen. 


Rosina  Mallia 

(Ceased  1838.) 
Gaetano  Balzan    - 


Teresa  Mallia       •        •        • 

(Ceased  18S8.) 
Dr.  Geo.  Andriott6 
Saverio  Schembri 

(Deceased  1837.) 
Paola,  Ant.Maria  Angiola,  and 
Elisabeita,  sisters  Yella. 

Francesco  Bujeja  •        -        - 
CelesUno  Irobroll  -        .        • 
(Deceased  18:^7.) 


£.  #.  d. 

61  -  - 

60  -  - 

52  -  - 

60  -  - 

90  -  - 

54  -  - 

80  -  - 

60  -  - 

60  -  - 

50  -  - 

tfO  -  - 

84  -  - 

40  -  - 

82  -  - 

10  -  - 

25  -  - 

88  -  - 

42  -  - 

SO  -.  - 

50  -  - 

40  -  - 

40  -  - 

87  10  - 

50  -  - 

45  .  . 

40  -  - 


45  - 

40  - 

10  - 

SO  - 

SO  - 
30  - 
25  15 

25    - 

25    - 

25  - 
25    - 

25  - 
24    - 

24    - 

21  - 

22  10 

20  17 
20    - 


20 


20    - 

20    - 
20  12 

20    - 

20    - 
20    - 


May  1838 
Apr.  1838 


Oct.  1838 

Feb.  1826 

Jan. 1834 
July  1635 

Jan.  1817 

Mar.  1822 

Apr.  1838 

Oct.  1838 


Feb.  1839 

May  1820 
Jalyl8S2 
May  1831 

Oct.  1836 
May  1838 
Jan.  1833 


Jan.  1834 
Apr.  1823 
Jan.  1823 
Jan. 1885 


Oct  1837 
July  1837 


Jan. 1823 

NoT.1828 
Jan. 1833 

July  1837 
Feb.  1829 

Dec.  1837 
No¥.1828 


Oct  1820 

Dec.  1800 

Apr.  1819 

Sep.  1803 
Jan.  1826 


Yean. 

34 

34 
17 

37 
24 


Prior  t 

1815. 

34 


-  Medical  Ofiker^  Civil 
Houutal. 

--Clerk,  Customs  De- 
partment 

-  ditto   -        -        - 

--Clerk  of  Grain  De- 
partment 

-  -  Cashier  of  Grain 
Departinent. 

-  -  Assistant  Superin- 
tendent, Public  Works. 

•  •  Clerk,  Quarantine 
Department 
Clerk,  Post-office 

-  -  Clerk,  Customs  De* 
partment 

-  -  Director     of    the 
Post-office. 

-  -  Commissary  of  the 
SireeU. 

Overseer,  Grain  G  nards 
Clerk,  Marine  Police 

Clerk,  Land  Revenue 
Clerk,  Public  Works - 

-  -  Foreman  of  Car- 
penters, Public  Works. 

-  -  Foreman  of  Black- 
smiths, Public  Worts. 

Clerk,  Civil  Hospital  • 
--Clerk,  Chief  Seen- 
taiy's  Office. 
Deputy  Lieutenant  of 
Caspicua. 

-  -  Book-keeper,  Land 
Revenue. 


Age  and  infirmity     - 

1^-  -  Consolidation  of  office 
of  Customs  and  Excise. 


-  •  Retired  on  new  anange- 
'ment  of  the  establishment 


-  -  Consolidation  of  De- 
partments of  Land  Revenue 
and  Public  Works. 


Office  abolished 

Age  and  length  of  service  • 


taiyofSuic 


"}; 


t-  -  Consolidatton  of  De- 
partments of  Land  Revenue 
and  Public  Works. 

[-  -  Retired  on  new  arrange- 
ment of  the  establishment 


/' 


•  -  Coiswain,  Govern- 
ment Barge. 

-  MedicalOfficer,Civil 
Hospital. 

-  SecretaiT  to  the  lieu- 
tenant -  Governor  of 
Goxo. 


Deputy  Vendue  Master 

-  •  Surveyor  of  Cotton 
Yam,  Custom-house. 

-  -  Storekeeper,  Grain 
Dapartment. 

--  Messenmr,  Land 
Revenue  Office. 
Cook,  Civil  Hospital  • 


•  -  Messenger,    Chief 
Secretary's  Office. 


•  -  Storekeeper,  Grain 
Department 


-  -  Ganger,  Excise  De- 
partment 

Searcher,  Marine  Police 

-  -  Assessor,  Ecclesias- 
tical Court 

Notary     -        -        . 


-  -  Sufffeoo,  2d  Class, 
Civil  Hospital. 


-  Retired  on  new  arrange- 
''ment  of  the  establishment 


)-    ditto. 


•  -  Widow  of  the  late  Pro- 
curator of  the  Admiralty 
Court 


ni-health. 


-  •  Temporanr     allowance 
until  re-empfoyed. 


-  •  Half  an  allowance  en- 
joyed by  the  family  of  Cocn, 
m  tlie  time  of  the  Order  of 
St  John  of  Jerusalem. 


-  -    Services    during    the 
blockade. 


-  -Their  brother  having  been 
shot  by  the  French,  being 
implicated  in  a  conspiracy 
against  them,  during  the 
siege  of  Valetta. 


ditto. 


ditto. 


TbeGovemB. 


H.  M.  Seoc 
taiy  of  State. 


ditto. 


. .  King's  Civil 
Commissioners. 


The  Governor. 


-  -  King's  CiWl 
Commissioners. 
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PAID    FROM    THE   COLONIAL    REVENUES. 


NAME. 


Ma  lt  a — eontmu§d* 
Stferio  Vassallo   • 

Guiieppe  Calamttta 

Samuele  Mercieca 
Guiseppe  Micallef 
GioTanai  Cutajar  • 

Ladorico  Camilleri 

Gietano  Ghigo  - 
(Deceased  16S8.) 

Emmanaele  Cauchi 
(Ceased  1889.) 

Antonio  Cini 

Fnncesca  Caniano 

Litterio  Avalle      - 

Ignacio  Debono    - 

Gniseppe  Duneo  - 

Guiseppe  Muscat  - 

Antonio  Catania  - 

Carlo  Bussulil 

1.  Guardian  Gozo 

Michele  a  Mizzi    - 

C.  Speranxa 

G.  Batu  Pace      - 

LorensoGatt 

Guiseppe  Spiteri  - 

Paolo  Cachia 

Geo.  Marie  Chetcuti 

Gniseppe  Frendo  - 

Maddalena  Schembri 

Antonia  Zarb 

Guiseppee  Falzon 

Geo.  Nic»  Ganci  - 
Ignazzio  Sammit  - 
Salvatoie  Cassar  - 
Tomaso  Cento 


Maria 


.Te 


Pulis 


(}eo.  Maria  Caudir 

Paolo  Muscat 
Paolo  Beraard 

Lorenzo  Casha 

Carlo  Rhodo 

Guisrppe  Vassala 

Giacobo  Bug^ja    - 
Guiseppe  Borg     - 
Giovanni  Cilia 
Michele  Pace 
Paolo  Vella 

(veo.  Maria  VelU 
Giovanni  Cassar  - 

Viocenza  Coen     • 
Guiseppe  Pace  Coen 


606. 


Retired 
Allowance. 


£.  f.  d. 

20  -  - 

80  -  - 

20  -  - 

20  -  - 


16  -  - 

16  -  - 

22  17  - 

12  -  - 

16  15  - 

16  16  - 
18  -  - 

7  18  - 

9  -  - 
7  IS  - 

11  10  - 
1  10  - 

17  -  - 

17  -  - 

12  -  - 

16  -  - 

16  9  - 

16  4  - 

16  -  - 

15  -  - 

15  -  - 

16  -  - 
16  -  - 

16  -  - 

15  -  - 

16  -  - 
14  -  - 

14  -  - 

13  10  - 

18  -  - 

13  -  - 

12  10  - 

12  -  - 

12  -  - 

11  6  - 

11  6  - 

11  6  « 

11  6  - 

11  6  - 

11  6  - 

11  6  - 

10  10  - 


Date. 


Feb.  1829 
May  1838 

Jan.  1836 
May  1833 


Oct.  1838 


Apr.  1838 


Oct.  1838 


10  9 
10  9 


:} 


Feb.  1839 

May  1833 

July  1832 

Jan. 1830. 
Mar.  1801 

Jan.  1800 

Aug.  1 809 

Sept.  1821 

Jan.  1812 

Mar.  1824 
May  1833 
Jan.  1835 
July  1832 

Jan.  1812 

Jan.  1836 

Nov.  1818 
Jan.  1801 
Jan.  1836 
Feb.  1829 


Dec.  1837 

Apr.  1804 
Nov.  1800 


Age. 


Length  of 
Service. 


Office. 


-  -  Actuary  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Court  Notabile. 
.  •  Guardian,  Quaran- 
tine Department. 

-  -    ditto 

-  •    ditto 

•  -  Guardian  of  the 
Aqurduct, 

-  •  Boatman,  Marine 
Police. 


-  -  Messenger,  Judi- 
cial Department. 


-  -  Messenger,  Grain 
Departntent. 


-  -  Messenger,  Land 
Revenue  Department. 


-  •  Ditto,  Department 
of  Works. 

-  •  Guardian  of  Fun- 
gus Rock. 

-  -  Physician,  Hospi- 
tal Gozo. 

Surgeon,  ditto  - 

-  -  Clerk,    Hospital 
Gozo. 

•  -  Boatman,  Marine 
Police. 

-  Sergeant-major,  Ex- 
ecutive Police. 


-  -  Deputy   Luogote- 
nente  of  Casal  N  uestra. 


Reasons  for  granting 
Allowance. 


.- Clerk  of  CivU  Hos- 
pitals. 

-  -  Guardian    in    the 
Great  Prison. 

-  -  Ditto  of  the  Car- 
racia. 

-  -  Sergeant,  Execu- 
tive Police. 

.    .    ditto 


-  -  Serjeant,  Execu- 
tive Police. 

-  -    ditto 

-  -   Administrator  of 
Civil  Hospitals. 


-  .  Boatman,  Marine 
Police. 

-  -  Messenger,  Eccle- 
siastical Court. 

-  -    ditto 

-  -    ditto 

-  -    ditto 

-  -    ditto 

-  -  Usher,    Bishop's 
Court 

-  -    ditto 


-  -  Luogotenente  Ca- 
sal Cberop. 


A2 


•  -  Reduced  in  1838  to 
15  <.  per  annum. 


-  -  Reduced   in  1838  to 
102.  17  f.  per  annum. 

-  -  Reduced  in  1838  to 
10^  17  !•  per  annum. 


-  -  Reduced  in  1838  to 
6  L  per  annum. 


-  -   Reduced   in  1888   to 
6  2.  per  annum. 


Authority. 


H.M.Secre- 
taryofSUta. 


-    ditto. 


ditto. 


ditto. 


-  -  Services    during    the 
blockade  of  Valletta. 

-  -  As  a  charitable  allow- 
ance. 

-  -  Widow  of  a  clerk  in  the 
Custom-house. 
--Previous  to   this  date, 
paid  by  the  Grand  Almoner, 
under  the  head  of  Alms. 


.  -  Paid  by  the  Grand  Al- 
moner, under  the  head  of 
Alms,  previous  to  this  date. 


•  -  For  services  during  the 
blockade. 


•  -  Half  the  pension  granted 
by  the  Grand  Master  Pinto, 
to  the  grandfather  of  these 
persons,  to  be  enjoyed  by 
nis  successors,  he  having 
discovered  a  revolt  preme* 
ditated  by  the  slaves. 


>    ditto. 


-King's  Civil 
(Commissioners. 


The  Governor. 


ditto. 


-H.  M.Secre- 
taiy  of  State. 


.    ditto. 

The  Governor. 

-  -  King's  Civil 
Commissioners. 


.  •  H  M.  Secre- 
^Ury  ofSUte. 


-  -  King'*  Civil 
Commissioners, 
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PENSIONS,   SUPERANNUATIONS,    AND   RETIRED   ALLOWANCES, 


NAME. 


M  A  LT  A — continued. 
Giorgio  Bonavia   - 

Guiliano  Deguara 

StcFortunatoDalli      - 
Kotaima  Chetcttti 

Giacomo  Monreal 

Yincenza  Debono 

L.  Saounut  ... 

Francetca  Pisani  - 

Gaiseppa  Mocer 

Maria  and  Maigarita  Micallef 

Maria  Matrenxo  •  •  • 
AnnuDziata  Izzo  •  •  • 
Geo.  Maria  Schembri    - 


Emraanaele  Giordan 
Matilde  Cassar     • 

Sleonora  Gravagna 

Gniseppe  Dainici 

Guiseppe  Said 
Michele  Miircieca 
Dr.  Antonio  Pulliceoo 

Guiseppe  Zaromet 
Maddeleoa  Portelli 

Fraocesca  Doblesin 


Felice  Brifik 
Marianna  Chicaci 

Sac.  Antonio  Zerafa       • 

Angelo  Galea 

Cailo  Molinos  •  • 
Bosolea  Carbone  •  • 
Guiseppie  Vella     • 

Maria  Mamo 

Maria  Grech        •        • 

Sac.  Emmanuel  Conone 
Maria  Grima 

Marianna  Farmgia 

Theodora  Camilleri 

Marianna  Xerri     • 
Salvatore  Micallef 

Teresa  Zerafa 


Francesco  Aguis   -        •        • 
Giacomo  Barbara 

The  children  of  the  late  Dr. 
Nicolo  Leitard. 


Fra.  Gniseppe  Grassi 


Retired 
Allowance. 


£.  f.  d, 

10  -  - 

10  -  - 

10  -  - 

10  -.  - 

10  -  - 

10  -  - 

10  -  - 

10  -  - 

10  -  - 

10  -  - 

10  -  - 

10  -  - 

10  -  - 

10  -  - 

10  -  - 

10  -  - 

10  -  - 

10  -  - 

10  -  - 

10  -  - 

10  -  - 

8  -  - 


8  - 
8    - 

8    - 

r  10 

7  10 
7  10 
7  10 

7  7 
6    - 

6  It 

7  - 

5     - 

5  - 

$    - 

6  - 


5 
2 

S5 


25     - 


Date. 


Mar.  1801 
Jan.  1812 

Oct  1801 
Jan.  1813 

Jan.  1812 

.Tune  1812 
Aug  1813 

Aug.  1814 

June  1814 
Jan.  1816 
Aug.  1814 

June  1815 
Aug  1821 
Aug  1822 

Feb.  1829 
Jan.  1812 

Jan.  1815 
Aug.  1815 

Feb.  1829 
Jan.  1812 

May  1822 

Jan.  1812 
Jan.  1801 

Feb.  1829 
Apr.  1810 

Jan.   1812 

Sept  1811 

Mar.  1812 
May  1819 

Aug.  1822 


Mav  1822 
Feb.   1801 

Aug.  1831 
for  10  years 


May  1838 


Age.   ^"J^!^**^ 
®       Service. 


Oflke. 


-  -Employed  in  Go- 
vernment printing* 
office. 


Beaaoos  for  granting 
Allowance. 


-  -  Services  during  the 
blockade  of  Vuletta. 

-•  Paid  by  tbe  Grand  Al- 
moner as  alms,  previous  to 
this  date. 

•  -  Services  during  the 
blockade  of  Valrtta. 

-  -Paid  by  the  Grand  Al- 
moner  previous  to  this 
date,  as  alms. 


-  Superannuated  boat- 
man of  the  Health  De- 
partment. 
.    .    ditto 


•  -  Labourer  of  Grain 
Department. 

-  -    ditto 
.     .    ditto 

-  Advocate  to  the  Poor, 
Ecclesiastical  Court 
Clerk,  ditto 


-  •  Widow  of  a  sureeon  in 
the  Maltese  hospital. 

Widow  of  a  captain  in 
the  Maltese  provisional 
battalion. 

-  -  For  services  of  her  late 
husband  during  tbe  plague, 
of  which  he  died. 

-  -  Widow  of  a  surgeon 
who  died  during  the  plague* 

-  -  Orphan  daughters  of  a 
physician  who  died  of 
plague. 

-•  Widow  of  a  surgeon  who 
died  during  the  plakue. 

-  -  Widow  of  a  ckrk  in  the 
custom-house. 


-  -  Widow  of  a  physician 
of  the  civil  hospital. 

-  -  Daughter  of  late  store- 
keeper of  civil  arsenal. 


•  -  Previously  paid  by  the 
Grand  Almoner  as  alms. 

•  -  As  compensation  in  lieu 
of  interest  upon  a  capital 

invested  in  the  treasury  of  the  Order,  assigned  to 

her  by  tbe  Commandant  St.  Felix. 

-  -  For  services  rendered 
by  her  father  during  the 
pla^e,  of  which  he  died. 

•  -  In  consideration  pf  ser- 
vices of  her  late  fatker,  as 

Chancellor  of  the  Health  Department,  and  the 
beine  in  great  distress. 
Profiscal,  Ecclesi- 


astical Court. 


-  -  Labourer,  Grain 
Department 


-  Previously  paid  by  Grand 
Almoner. 

-  -    ditto      -        -        - 


ditto 


-  -    ditto. 

-  -  Wife  of  one  of  the  la- 
bourers killed  by  an  explo- 
sion in  the  arsenal  of  the  Ordnance. 


-  -  Clerk,  Ecclesiasti- 
cal C  'Urt 


-  -  Servant  of  Female 
Hospital. 


-  -  Visconte,    Police 
Department. 


Labourer,  Grain  Stores 


-  -  Magistrate  Judicial 
Police. 


Teacher  of  Arabic 


-  -  Belation  of  Maltese 
soldier  killed  during  tbe 
blockade. 


-  -  Widow  of  an  ordeily 

sergeant 

Widow  of  a  gaoler  - 


-  -  For  services  of  her  late 
hasband,  as  Guardian, 
Health  office. 


-  -  To  the  widow  of  Dr. 
Nicolo  Lettard,  to  enable 
her  to  maintain  her  infant 
children. 


Authority. 


--  King's  Civil 
Commisfeioneit. 


ditto. 


The  Goremor. 


-  -  King's  Civil 
Commissioners. 


.  -  The  Gofer- 


} 


-  H.  M.  Secre- 
tary of  State. 


-  -  King's  Civil 
Commissiooers. 


-  -  The  Gover- 
nor. 


•  -  H.  M.  Secre* 
tary  of  State. 

>  Tbe  Governor. 


-  -  King's  Civil 
Commissioner!* 


-  H.  M.  Secre 
I  tary  of  State. 


ditto. 


>  The  Governor. 


H.M.  Secie- 
'taiy  of  State. 
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NAME. 

Retiied 
Allowaoce. 

Date. 

Age. 

i^eogtbol 
Service. 

Office. 

Peasons  for  granting 
Allowance. 

Authority. 

£.  i. 

d. 

Giorgio  Pnlliceiio 

• 

35    - 

• 

May  1888 

. 

• 

Teacher  of  Drawing  • 

•         .        .       .   ' 

RoMiio  Bennetl    - 

80    - 

.. 

... 

- 

• 

Guardian  of  Library  - 

Dr.  Caked.  Feoech       - 

15    - 

. 

^ 

. 

. 

Professor  of  Latin     • 

Geo.  CKetcuti 

15    - 

- 

«. 

. 

• 

Prefect     -        - 

FianceMsoVelhi    •       - 

15    - 

. 

._ 

. 

• 

Porter      - 

Deui  Bellmti      •        - 

64    - 

. 

July  1839 

m. 

. 

Librarian 

Micbele  DeboDO  • 

28    - 

- 

Sept.  1830 

- 

• 

-  Guardian,  Quarantine 
and  Marine  Police. 

Gaetano  Zammit  • 

85    - 

- 

mmm 

m. 

• 

•    -    ditto 

Antonio  Ztmmit  - 

81    - 

mm 

_ 

. 

« 

-    -    ditto 

Paolo  Tonna 

15    - 

- 



.. 

•         • 

-    -    ditto 

Gaetano  Bonnici  - 

15    - 

. 



. 

• 

-    -    ditto 

Micbele  Bore       -        - 
A.  de  Gabrieli,  1st 

16    - 

. 

_ 

- 

, 

•     -    ditto 

15    - 

- 

» 

. 

.          . 

•     -    ditto 

Carlo  Gatt  - 

14    - 

.. 

_« 

- 

, 

-    -    ditto 

Saverio  Grrcb 

15    - 

. 



- 

«          * 

-    -    ditto 

Claudio  Axisa 

15    - 

. 

^^ 

mm 

. 

-    •    ditto 

Carlo  Falzon 

15     - 

m. 

mmm 

mm 

. 

-    -    ditto 

Emnuuraele  Bugeja 

15    - 

« 

_ 

. 

.         ^ 

•    -    ditto 

Guiaeppe  Feoech  - 

A.  de  Gabrieli,  ad.        - 

18    - 

. 

.^ 

- 

,         . 

.     .    ditto 

18    - 

.. 

.. 

. 

,         ^ 

-    -    ditto 

•        .         ... 

.  .  XI.  AA.  Seere* 
taiy  of  State. 

Felippo  de  Cassar 

15     - 

. 

ta» 

. 

, 

-    -    ditto 

Vinceozo  Psaila    - 

18    - 

. 

... 

. 

« 

-    .    ditto 

Paob  BoDoici 

15     - 

_ 

... 

. 

. 

.    .    ditto 

Gio.  Cauchi 

15    * 

« 

«^ 

— 

, 

-    .    ditto 

8mH  FortUQ«  Daia 

24    - 

- 

— 

- 

•         » 

-  -  Chaocellor  of  the 
Bishop^s  Court 

Paolo  MuicalelH  - 

34    - 

- 

Oct.  1839 

. 

. 

AdjuUnt  of  Police     - 

Luigi  Seoma 

27    - 

— 

_ 

. 

,         , 

-    -    ditto 

Goiaeppe  Nandi 

60    - 

- 

Nov.  1838 

- 

- 

-  -  Master  of  Valletta 
School. 

Dr.  Vincenso  Speranao  - 

46    - 

- 

May  1838 

- 

• 

-  -  Medical     Officer, 
CiTil  Hospital. 

F.  Franceico  Cassar     - 

85    - 

. 

mmm 

. 

. 

Chaplain   •    ditto    - 

Agostino  Barbara 

85    - 

_ 

m,^ 

. 

. 

Servant      -    ditto    - 

ViDcenzo  Bore 
Gio.  Batta  Bnffa  - 

18    - 

_ 

... 

m. 

-    -    ditto 

•        •         •        •        • 

16    - 

. 

^M 

.. 

.         . 

.    .    ditto 

Vincenzo  Xerri     - 

16    - 

^ 

•..• 

^ 

. 

-    -    ditto 

Pasquale  Cutajar  - 

14    - 

« 

.m^ 

. 

,         , 

.    -    ditto 

Gaetano  Perrini    - 

10    - 

« 

... 

.. 

•         - 

-    -    ditto 

Geo.  Maria  Sceberras   • 

15    - 

„ 

Oct.  1838 

« 

, 

Porter,  Public  Works 

Antonio  Cutajar   • 

8    - 

- 

— 

- 

- 

•  -  Guardian,  Aque- 
duct, Gozo. 

J 

Michelina  Galea  -        - 

88    - 

. 

Jan  1886. 

Costania  Virtu     • 

83    - 

_ 

June  1836 

^ 

^ 

•        *        «        * 

-- Widow  of  Capt.Vittu,^ 

Royal  Malta  Fencibles.       1 

-    ditto. 

InnocenMi  Muscat         • 

88    - 

Aug.  1837 

>  -Widow  ot  Pant.  Mii«cat  r 

Royal  Malta  Fencibles.     j 

Benyenuta  Cavaiia 

86    - 

. 

Jan.  1826. 

Emmftiiu^l  S^Aininit          • 

16    - 
It    7 

Feb.  1839 

QftgUrtgi  r>.i      Matj>^s\.uMft.m 

-    ditto. 

Antonio  Zaramit    • 

_^ 

stearcner,  i^ustoms 



Dr.  Luigi  Bellaoti 
Dr.  Gio.  Romer    - 

SO    - 
85    - 

May  1839 

A*A*A^<kt%^    ■   «Ww«k*«A*«       _ 

•  *l '       J. . 

I 

I 

•          • 

Assisiani  Lfioranan    - 
Professor  of  Rhetoric 

\  '    ditto. 

-  J, 

Small  Pensions,  under  15/. 

per 

818    - 

„ 

annum,  paid  in  1837,  to  par-  | 

ties  siDce  deceased. 

F.B.Scolaro         .        • 

- 

40    - 

- 

April  1883 

- 

- 

-  -  Chaplain  of  the 
Order  of  St.  John. 

Com.  F.  £m>  Borg 

40    - 

- 

.. 

. 

« 

-    -    ditto. 

Emmanuele  Vella 

40    - 

.. 

•» 

» 

, 

-    •    ditto. 

F.  Ifilippo  Famigia 

40    - 

. 

i.. 

« 

, 

-    •>    ditto. 

F.  Oregorio  Casba 

40    - 

. 

-^ 

. 

. 

-    .    ditto. 

F.  Gio.  BatU  Baudoin  • 

40    - 

_ 

^M 

^ 

.          „ 

-    -    ditto. 

Com.  F.  Guis*  Arena    - 

40    - 

«. 

«. 

^ 

_         . 

-    •    ditto. 

F.  Guiseppe  Ellul 

40    - 

mm 

_ 

^ 

.      .    • 

-    -    ditto. 

F.  SalTatore  Naudi 

40    • 

« 

«« 

^ 

. 

-    -    ditto. 

Dr.  F.  Luigi  Asseoza    - 
Cav.F.deFremauie      - 

40    - 

^ 

^B 

^ 

•         • 

-    -    ditto. 

40    - 

mm 

.M 

. 

, 

-  •  Chevalier  of  the 

Order  of  St.  John. 

Vmcemo  Alessi    • 

• 

40    - 

^ 

.. 

. 

•      .    . 

Chaplain    -    ditto. 

Ca¥.  G.  P.  Moscati 

88    - 

*" 

Jan.  UBOI 

■■ 

■          " 

•  •  Chevalier  of  the 
Order  of  SU  John  of 
Jerusalem. 

Cav.  de^Baoniont  - 

• 

85    . 

m. 

May  1818 

^ 

.      .   • 

.    -    ditto. 

Gio.  Antonio  Micallef  - 

- 

40    - 

_ 

Jan. 1834 

. 

,         . 

Chaplain   -    ditto. 
-  -  Chaplin,  Order  of 

ViDcenzo  Vella     •        - 

- 

40    - 

m. 

April  1823 

. 

.   . 

St.  John. 

F.  Antonio  Alagna 

• 

40    - 

mm 

March  1838 

^ 

. 

•    •    ditto. 

KnighU  of  Malta  • 

- 

1,100    - 

mm 

Not.  Vittor.  Decaio 

- 

50    -. 

- 

•         • 

- 

• 

-  -  Registry.office  of 

..Paid  prior  to  1838,  from 
fees  of  office. 

the  Superior  Courto  of 

Justice. 

SaToioMissud     *       - 

50    - 

. 

. 

mm 

, 

•    -    ditto 

-    •    ditto. 

Aloiao  Garnn 

40    - 

. 

•         • 

^ 

.         . 

-    -    ditto 

Guiaeppe  Coen     - 
Gio.  Batta  Saedon 

35    - 
17    6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-  •    ditto 

-  -    ditto 

-    -    ditto. 
.    •    ditto. 

Gio.  Maria  Misa 

10    - 

.. 

• 

«. 

.          , 

-    -    ditto 

.    -    ditto. 

RoMiFalioa        •      .- 

16  11 

4 

• 

- 

• 

-  •  In  lieu  of  stall  in 

Felidta  Ricd 

1 

the   Market-place    of 
Vallette. 

Maria  Libreri 

y    11  18 

4 

,         , 

^ 

•         • 

-    •    ditto. 

Sayeria  Vella 

J 

Ursula  Attard 

^      6  13 

4 

• 

- 

m                        • 

-    -    ditto. 

596. 

1 

•                                                                                        1 
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FelicianoPortelli  - 

6  IS    4 

• 

•" 

" 

-  .  In  lieu  of  sUU  in 
tbe    Market-plaee   of 
Valletta. 

Giomnni  and  Marit  Zamniit  • 

7  10    - 

- 

. 

.    -    ditto. 

Dr.  Michele  ADgelo  and  Gui- 

6    5- 

- 

- 

-    -    ditto. 

seppe  Calleja 

Mana  and  Sigismonda  Dimecb 

25     -    - 

- 

- 

-    -    ditto. 

Carmiiii  Rodenas 

5    -    - 

— 

• 

-    -    ditto. 

Emroanuelie,   Guiseppe,   and 

5     - 

- 

. 

-    -    ditto. 

Maddalena  ZammiL 

5     -    - 

- 

• 

-    .    ditto. 

Innoceozo  Cammilleri   - 

5     -    - 

- 

. 

-    -    ditto. 

Antonio  and  Publio  Dingli     - 

5    -    - 

- 

. 

•    -    ditto. 

GuU.  and  Spcranxa  Portelli  - 

1     5     - 

- 

• 

.    -    ditto. 

Guiseppc  Portelli  -        -        - 

9     8     4 

- 

. 

-    •    ditto. 

Salvatore  Xecluna 

17     1     8 

- 

. 

-    -    ditto. 

Felippo  Cbristiano 

4  11     8 

- 

. 

-    .    ditto. 

Maria  Mallia        •        .        . 

7  18    4 

- 

• 

-    -    ditto. 

Maria  Cauchi       -        .        - 

8    6    8 

- 

. 

-    -    ditto. 

Saverio  Mitrovich 

91     5    - 

Mar.  1837 

^ 

- 

•  Captain  Royal  MalU 
Fencible  Regiment. 

"  •  H.  M.  bsQe* 
taiy  of  State. 

Colonel  Sir  Paolo  Paritio 

91     5    - 

Jan.  1882 

" 

- 

.... 

services  performed. 

Dr.  Guiseppe  Camilleri 
Salvatore  Vella    - 

91     5     - 

Aug.  1838 

- 

. 

Surgeon   .  ditto 

-       -        -       r       • 

-    ditto. 

60    -    - 

Jan.   1835 

- 

. 

-  -  Services  rendered  to  Go< 

.    ditto. 

Fencible  Regiment. 

vemment  of    Malta,    and 
large  fsmily  in  a  state  of 
destitution. 

Guiseppe  Fabri     •        •        - 

60    -    - 

Jan.  1824 

- 

. 

.    -    ditto. 

Salvatore  Gellel    ... 

20    -    - 

June  1823 

- 

. 

Ensign,  Maltese  Corps. 

PietroChinsi         .        -        - 

20    -    - 

Jan.  1823 

- 

. 

CapUin        -    diuo. 

Ignazio  Balzan     •        .        - 

20    -    - 

June  1824 

- 

. 

lieutenant  •    ditto. 

Giacchino  Tbey    -       •        • 

20    -    - 

.. 

- 

. 

Captain        -    ditto. 

EnrichoBaIbi       ... 

20    -    - 

Jan.  1824 

- 

• 

Lieutenant  •    ditto. 

Antonio  Moscati  .        .        • 

15    -    - 

June  1824 

- 

• 

Ensign         -    ditto. 

Guiseppe  Vidal    . 

15    -    " 

— 

— 

• 

ditto  -        -    ditto. 

Rajroondo  Vella  -        .        • 

15    -    - 

.. 

- 

• 

Lieutenant  .    ditto. 

Pietro  Manuel      ... 

12  10    - 

Mar.  1828 

- 

ditto  -        .    ditto. 

Gio.  Batta  Bonici 

12    -    - 

June  1824 

- 

• 

ditto  -        -    ditto. 

Eromanuele  Caruana     - 

12    -    - 

- 

• 

Ensign         .    ditto. 

GraziaZabra         ... 

10    -    - 

Jan.  1823 

^ 

- 

-  -  Widow  of  a  private  of  the  Royal  MalU  Fenca- 
bles,  killed  in  the  eaecmtion  of  his  duty. 

Maria  Trapani      ... 
DiBcharged  Men  from  tbe  Royal 

9    -    - 

July  1812 

- 

. 

Widow  of  an  officer  of  the  Maltese  corps. 

600    -    - 

.         . 

— 

•         • 

Malta  Fencible  Regiment. 

of  Officers. 

RiTiRBD  Allow  AMOBs  i 

N  THB  NaTVBI 

OF  GRATVn 
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Richard  Cumberland     - 

250    -    - 

• 

- 

- 

--  Collector  of  Land 
Revenue  and  Public 
Worits. 

Salvatore  Gatt      ... 

85  15    - 

,           , 

^ 

Coroner. 

Saverio  Aleui       ... 

21  10    - 

- 

- 

•  -  Clerk  in  Public 
Works  Department. 

Camelo  Vella        ... 

21  10    - 

.           • 

« 

-    -    ditto. 

Guiseppe  Prisiosi 

E.  C.  Puslow        ... 

25    -    - 

, 

. 

Clerk  in  Land  Revenue. 

20    -    - 

.               . 

. 

Storekeeper. 

Camelo  Trapani    ... 

12     -     - 

«            • 

. 

Clerk,  Customs. 

Paoleno  Tortell     - 

7  15    - 

•            " 

"" 

-  -  CleriL,  Und  Reve- 
nue    Department    in 
Goio. 

Pietro  Azzopaido  ... 

4  10    - 

*               •  • 

- 

-  -  Guardian  of  the 
Fungus  Melitensis. 

Paolo  Xuerel         ... 

4  10     - 

. 

_ 

-    .    ditto. 

Guiseppe  Vella     . 

25    -    - 

•               . 

- 

-  -  Late  extra  Grain 
Attendant. 

Mrs.  Catherine  Consolat 

20    -    - 

- 

- 

.    .    Widow    of  late 
Lieut.  Cassal  Aturd. 

R.  Heppenstall     ... 

272    -    - 

- 

- 

- 

-  .  Commander  of  the 
late  Govt.  Yacht. 

J.Wilson     .... 

75    -    - 

.            . 

^ 

Mate,  ditto. 

J.  Lawson  .... 

72    -    - 

«                   a 

_ 

Clt^rk,  ditto. 

Dr.  V.  ChaptUe  -        -        . 

25    -    - 

- 

- 

.- Professor  of  Eccle- 
siastical History. 

Dr.  Gio.  Vassallo 

12  10    - 

. 

_ 

Chaplain. 

V.Cariddi    .... 

15     -    - 

. 

• 

Porter. 

Guiseppe  EUul      ... 

12    -    - 

, 

« 

ConsUble. 

Antonio  Seuma     ... 

4    -    - 

• 

- 

ditto,  Goso. 

Thb  LATi  Colonial  A 

udit-Ofuce  : 

E.  H.  Lushington    -    £.  600 

... 

July  1824 

^ 

10 

First  Commisfioner   - 

Pressure  of  severe  illness  - 

' 

(Deceased  1839  ) 

Hon.  Edward  Byng       -    600 

125    -    - 

Apr.  1832 

.. 

18 

-    -    ditto 

Abolition  of  office     - 

Lewis  Gibson       -        -    170 

42  10    - 

• 

- 

18 

Inspector 

-    -    ditto 

..The  Lords 

J.  P.  St.  George  -        -    150 
(Deceased  18S9.) 

-        -        - 

_         ^ 

. 

Minute  Clerk    - 

.    •    ditto 

VCommissiooeB 
/of  Her  Majes- 

W.H.Vardy      -        -      55 

13  15     - 

.         . 

.. 

_          a 

Junior  Examiner 

-    .    ditto      ... 

ty^  Twasaiy. 

George  Kills        -        .      SO 

... 

. 

. 

«         . 

Office-keeper     - 

.    -    ditto      ... 

(Deceased  18S8.) 
J.WOliams          .        .      27 

6  15     - 

- 

- 

- 

Messenger 

-     -    ditto      .        -        - 

Digitized  by 


Google 


PAID    FROM   THE    COLONIAL   REVENUES. 
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Pensions 

Retired  Allowances 


£.     s.    d. 
945    -    - 

525    -    - 


NAME. 

Retired 
Allowance. 

Date. 

Age. 

Length  of 
Service. 

Office. 

Reasons  for  granting 
Allowances. 

Authority. 

£.    «.    d. 

Sir  John  Stoddart .        -        - 

500    -    - 

Mar.  1839 

- 

13  years 

Chief  Justice    - 

Abolition  of  oBice    • 

Guiseppe  Bor^      .        -        - 

14    -    - 

Aug.  1839 

— 

. 

Adjutant  of  Police     - 

^.  . 

Seveno  Falcolini  -        -        - 

14    -    - 

— 

- 

- 

Sergeant-major,  ditto  - 

-        .        .        .        - 

Vincenzo  Spited  -        •        - 

14    -    - 

— 

- 

• 

Sergeant,  ditto  • 

Giorgio  Camenxuli 

16    -    - 

— 

- 

- 

-    -    ditto 

Viooenzo  Falzon  -        -        - 

16    -    - 

— 

- 

• 

.    .    ditto 

Giorgio  Corlis       -        -        . 

16    -    - 

•^ 

- 

. 

.    -    ditto 

Lorenzo  Baldachino 

14    -     - 

~~. 

- 

. 

-    -    ditto 

Sal^atore  Cilia      .        .        - 

16    -    - 

-« 

- 

- 

-    -    ditto 

Salvatore  Falzon   -        -        - 

12    -    - 

<..- 

- 

. 

•    •    ditto 

Paolo  Cassar        .        -        . 

12    -    - 

~~. 

- 

• 

-    -    ditto 

Giorgio  Portelli     -        -        - 

12    -    - 

^~m 

- 

. 

-    -    ditto 

Guiseppe  Busutdl 

12    -    - 

— 

- 

. 

-    •    ditto 

Francesco  Schembri 

12    -    - 

.« 

- 

. 

-    -    ditto 

Lazzaro  EIlul        .        •        - 

12    -    - 



- 

•        • 

.    -    ditto 

Agoatino  Rapiiiet  -        •        - 
Pietro  Camilieri    - 

16    -    - 



- 

. 

-    -    ditto 

15    -    - 

^^ 

» 

. 

-    -    ditto       • 

Felippo  Agius      -        .        - 
Guiseppe  Vella    ... 

11     -    - 

^~m 

- 

. 

-    -    ditto 

• 

11     -    - 

— . 

- 

m              m 

Constable,  ditto 

Gio.  Batta  Velk  -        -        - 

14    -    - 

.... 

- 

• 

-    -    ditto 

•        •        •        •        • 

Vincenzo  Grech    -        •        . 

14    -    - 

— 

- 

• 

-    -    ditto 

..... 

Guaeppe  Agius    •        •        . 
AngeloGallo       .        .        . 

7    -    - 

— 

- 

• 

.    -    ditto 

1  Revision  of  establishments 

7    -    - 

^^ 

- 

• 

-    .    ditto 

Francesco  Muscat 

6    -    - 

-.. 

— 

•               . 

-    •    ditto 

Guiseppe  Cilia 
Felice  Micallef     - 

11     -    - 

7    -    - 

— 

^ 

- 

-  -    ditto 

-  -    ditto 

r   I    I'  I    I 

Guiseppe  Micallef 

6    -    - 

~~. 

.. 

• 

-    -    ditto       - 

GaetanoMicallef-        -        • 

5     -    - 

— . 

— 

• 

•    •    ditto 

Nicolo  Camilleri   -        -        - 

5     -    - 

... 

- 

. 

-    -    ditto 

•  H.  M.  Secre- 

Micbele Xiberras  ... 

7    -    - 

_ 

- 

. 

.    .    ditto       . 

tary  of  State. 

Sahratoie  Galdes  - 

5     -    - 

.— 

- 

. 

-    -    ditto 

Natale  Busuttil    -        .        . 

4    -    - 

— 

- 

• 

-    -    ditto 

Micbele  Cremona 

4    -    - 

~^ 

-    -    -1 

-    •    ditto 

Pasqual  Bomici    -        •        - 

3    -    - 

.— 

. 

-    -    ditto 

Salvatore  Stabile  -        -        - 

9    -    - 

.... 

- 

• 

Police  Messenger 

Aotonio  Mercieca 

8    -    - 



- 

. 

Market,  ditto    • 

LnigiGatt   .        •        -        . 

16 

... 

~ 

•               . 

Gaoler,  Senglea  Prison 

Antonio  Teuma    -        -        - 

11     -    - 

-.. 

~ 

• 

Gaoler     ... 

Pasquale  Borg      ... 

18    -    - 



- 

- 

Guardian 

Salvatore  Borg      .        .        - 

10    -    - 

— 

- 

- 

-    -    ditto 

LnigiCessal         .        .        . 

12    -    - 

— 

- 

• 

-    -    ditto 

Felippo  Caruana  •        •        - 

11 

"~» 

"■ 

.               . 

•    -    ditto       - 

RsTimsn  Allowakcbs  in 

THB  NaTURB  < 

>r  GiLATvm 

ss: 

Dr.  Caraana        .       -        • 
Dr.  Bardon  •        •        .        - 

100 

150    -    - 

Oct  1839 

Oii0pn's  fVkunaAl          . 

. 

. 

-    -     ditto 

Dr.  Matteo  Cachia 

120    -    - 

Aug.  1838 

- 

.                 . 

-  -  Collector  of  Judi- 
cial Receipts. 

Dr.A.  Perotti      -        .        - 

25    -    - 

Apr.  1839 

- 

- 

-  -  Professor  of  Sacred 
Canons. 

Dr.  G.  Randon    -        -        - 

25    -    - 

— 

- 

- 

-  •  Professor  of  Cri- 
minal Law. 

Antonio  Versin     .        -        . 

15    -    - 

Feb.  1838 

_ 

. 

-  -  G  uardian  of  Stores, 

^ 

Custums. 

59G. 
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PENSIONS,    SUPERANNUATIONS,   AND   RETIRED    ALLOWANCES, 


CEYLON. 


Pensions, 
SuperaonuationSf 

and 
Retired  Allowmnces. 


Paid  in  1887 
—  18S8 
^      18t0 


S0,IS9  la    8 
21,108  IS    4 

21,847    7    4 


Retired  Allowances 

in 

the  Nature  of 

Gratuity. 


TOTAL. 


£.     i.   d. 

213    8    6 


£.  «.  d. 

30,858  1  1 

21,108  13  4 

21,847  7  4 


Total 


73,090  13    4 


213    8    6 


73,304    1    9 


-  -  The  payments  for  the  years  1838  and 
1839  ate  those  made  by  the  Agent^eoeral 
in  l^ndoQ  only ;  the  accounts  of  the  Coloi 
nial  Govemmeot  for  those  years  not  having 
yet  been  received. 


NAME. 

Retired 
Allowance. 

Date. 

Age. 

Length  of 
Service. 

Office. 

Reasons  for  granting 
Allowance. 

Authority. 

£.      i.  d. 

Yn. 

Sir  £.  Carrington 

1,200    -    - 

Mar.  1806 

- 

6  ^ears 

Chief  Justice     - 

IINheahh 

Sir  Alexander  Johnston 

1,600    ^    - 

Mar.1819 

- 

17  years 

-    ditto    -        •        - 

length  of  service     - 

Sir  Richard  Ottley      - 

1,200    -    - 

Jan. 1832 

- 

13  years 

-    ditto    -        -        - 

-    -    ditto      -        .        - 

Sir  Alexander  Wood   • 

700    -    - 

lJaii.1810 

— 

12  years 

•  Commiss' of  Revenue 
and  Member  of  Council. 

-    •    ditto      .        -        - 

Hon.  J,  Rodney 

360    -    - 

June1832 

. 

From  July  1808 

Chief  Secretary 

-    -    diUo      - 

Richard  Penn    • 

320 

Feb.  1834 

— 

From  Feb.  1824 

Agent  tor  Ceylon       • 

-  Consolidation  of  separate 
agencies  in  the  appointment 
»f  two  Agents  general. 

Mrs.  Beaver 

300    -    - 

Priortol813 

- 

From  May  1809 

.         •        •         . 

Widow  of  Major  Beaver    - 

Mrs.  Hyde  (late  Juke) 

120    -    - 

— 

— 

... 

-         -        -         - 

-  -  Daughter  of  the  late  Dr. 
Ewart,  Ceylon  Civil  Service. 

Alvis,B.   -        -        . 

108    -    - 

Oct.  1834 

- 

21  years 

-  -  1st  Clerk,  Commis' 
of  Revenue's  Office. 

Hoffman,  C.  W. 

136    -    - 

Jan.  1834 

- 

85  years 

.-Chief Clerk,  Colo- 
nial ^Secretary's  Office. 

Loiensz,  J.  F.     - 

168  16    - 

^"^ 

" 

34  years 

-  -  SittiDg  Magistrate, 
Matura. 

-  -  Retired  on  the  new  ar- 
rangement of  the  establish- 
ment taking  place. 

Pbillipsz,  J.  G.  • 

146  10    - 

Aug.  1835 

•        «        • 

--MahaModliar,and 
Cingalese  Interpreter, 
Supreme  Court. 

Rudd,  Hennr     - 
Schneider,  Capt.  G.    - 

126    •    - 

Jan.  1838 

. 

.        •        • 

Overseer,  Steam  Engine 

.Abolition  of  office    - 

800    -    - 

Apr.  1833 

- 

86  years 

-  -  Engineer  and  Sur- 

veyor-general. 

Toumonr,  Mrs.  E. 

80O    -    - 

June  1813 

68 

... 

•         •        •         • 

-  -  In  consideration  of  her 
hu>band*s  services. 

Captam  Killwick'sThree 
Orphan  Children. 

80    -    - 

Jan.  1828 

• 

•        •        • 

•         •        «         • 

-  -  Late  Master  Attendant, 

Trincomalee. 

.Sir  R.  Plasket    - 

600    -    - 

lJan.1814 

• 

13  years 

Civil  Auditor    • 

L.  Gibson  •        .        - 

400 

.1.. 

• 

-    ditto 

Storekeeper,  Galle     - 

George  lAughton 

400    -    - 

— 

- 

-    ditto 

-  -  Master  Attendant, 
Colombo. 

-  -  Revenue  Commis. 

James  Gay 

600    -    - 

Jan.  1820 

^ 

-    ditto 

sioner,  Kandy. 

-  -  Provincial   Judge, 

-  •  H.  M.  Stew* 

W.H.Ker        -       - 

600    -    - 

June  1820 

«, 

17  years 

;iaryofStattfcr 

Jaffna. 

tbeColooNk 

Thomas  Eden     • 

600    -    - 

Apr.  1821 

- 

19  years 

-  -  Vice-Treasnrer  and 
Accountant-general . 

H.  R.Sneed       -        - 

400    -    - 

Jan. 1821 

. 

13  years 

Provincial  Judge,  Galle 

J.  Richardson     - 

600    -    - 

Aug.  1822 

. 

18  years 

Collector,  Trincomalee 

E.Davis  Boyd  - 

400    -    - 

Jan.  1822 

. 

13  years         • 

Proviocial  Judge,  Galle 

John  Deane  (deceased) 

600    -    - 

Feb.  1826 

• 

-    ditto 

Collector  of  Colombo  - 

W.H.  Hooper    -        - 

600    -     - 

June  1826 

- 

21  years 

-  -  Provincial   Judge, 
Colombo. 

£v«  Nolan 

400    -    - 

Jan. 1826 

« 

FromNov.1812 

-Superintendent,  Delft 
Island. 

-  By  the  rules  of  the  Civil  • 
Fund  ^t  Ceylon,  the  sub- 
scribers to  It  are  entitled 

8.  Sawers  - 

600    -    - 

Feb. 1827 

• 

From  1816     - 

-  -  Judicial    Commis- 

sioner, Kandy. 

to  peoMons  upon  retiring. 

A.  Farrell  - 

500    -    - 

Sep.  1828 

. 

•    ditto 

Provin*  J  udge,  Colombo 

after  12  years  actual  ser 

J.  W.  Carrington 

600    -    - 

May  1829 

- 

22  years 

-  -  Vice-Treasurer  and 
Commissi*  of  Stamps. 

/  vice  and  subscription.  The 
amount  of  pension  is  regu- 

Henry Pennell    - 

600    -    - 

Oct  1829 

.. 

From  1812     - 

Provin*  Judge,  Colombo 

lated   bv  the    salary  re- 
ceived by  the  officer  for 

John  Downiog    - 

600    -    - 

Mar.  1830 

_ 

22  years 

-  -  Judicial    Commis. 

siooer,  Kandy. 

the  last  two  years  previous 

Charles  Brownrigg 

600    -    - 

Apr.  1833 

- 

From  1812     - 

Provin*  Judge,  Colombo 

J.G  Forbes      - 

600    -    - 

July  1836 

- 

22  years 

-  -  District  Judgf,  Co- 
lombo, No.  1. 

R.  M.  Sneyd      -        - 

660    -    - 

Sep. 1837 

. 

23  years 

District  Judge,  Galle 

1.  Bone     - 

400    -    - 

Nov.  1837 

- 

From  1826     - 

-  Assist  Agent,  and  Dis- 
trict Jud^e,  Batticaloa. 

•        •         •        -        •. 

John  Barnctt 

460    -    - 

Feb.  1836 

«, 

From  1823     - 

-  •  Agent  for  Southern 
Prorince. 

-  -  60/.  in  addition  to  400  /. 

on  the  Civil  Pension  Fund. 

R.  Boyd    -        -        - 

1,000    -    - 

Mar.  1834 

23  years 

Revenue  Commissioner 

-  •  On  the  abolition  of  this 
office,  300^  was  granted  to 
Mr.  Boyd,  as  unemployed 
allowance,  in  addition  to 
700 1,  per  ann.^  to  which  he 
was  entitled  from  the  Civil 

Mr.M.Wilmot-       - 

460    -    - 

1839 

. 

From  Sep.  1824 

Agent,Southem  Province 

Pension  Fund.                   1 

D.  A.  Blair        -       - 

460     -    - 

— 

"" 

From  Dec.  1824 

Agent,  Eastern  Province 

.        -         4        .        J 

*  The  Civil  Pension  Fund  of  Ceylon  has  been  abolished. 
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PAID    FROM   THE   COLONIAL   REVENUES. 


NAME. 


Cbtlom — eotuimted, 
Mrs.  TwiftletOD     • 
Mrs.  Arthur 
Mrs.  Lusignan 
Mrs.  Allen  ... 
Blrs.ScoU    -        .        • 
Mrs.  Atkinson 
Mis.  Harvej 
Mrs.  Bletterman  - 

Mrs.  Fagsn 

Abeoaike,  S.  de  - 
AbreiTe,  Samuel  D. 
Abieuw,  Don  S.  de 

Atteodorf,  G.  J.    - 

AireeuTe,  C.  A«  de 
Ahmat         ... 


a,  Don 
Anthomsz,  H. 


Barber,  J.  C. 
Basliao,  Kotugodegaj 

Bracker,  P.  A.      . 
Bartholomeusz,  J. 
Brocks,  J.  G. 

Brecbman,  W. 
Coere,  David 

CaixoD,  P.   •       0 
Camp,  J. 


g,J.F.  . 

Cuylenburg,  W.  P.  Van 
Dupuy,  G.- 


David, Appoo 
Davidson,  Andrew 


David,  W.  S.  W.  Don  - 
Dingee,  Appoo     - 

Dudley,  J.   -  *      - 
Doois,  Candeode  - 


Ebert,J.      - 
Ernst,  N.  C.         •     - 

Ebbenhorst,  J.  £.  Van 

Fonseca,  Abraham 

Fernando,  S. 

M6. 


Retired 
Allowance. 


£.  a. 

800  -  - 

800  -  - 

800  -  - 

800  -  - 

800  -  - 

800  -  - 

800  -  - 

300  -  - 

800.  -  - 

2  16  6 

6  -  - 

18  -  - 

27  -  - 

4  10  - 

8  -  - 

1  16  - 

83  15  - 


8  8 

27  - 
15  - 
18  - 

75  - 
4  10 

51  - 

22  10 

58  10 

27  - 
90  - 


2  14  - 
24  -  - 


22  10  - 

8  16  6 

7  4- 
11  10  6 

13  10  - 

9  -  - 

S3  15  ' 

5  8- 
4  19  - 


Date. 


Jan. 1826 


June  1827 
Oct.  1828 
Feb.  1881 
Aug.  1881 

Dec.  1881 

Sept.  1884. 
Dec.  1835 
Dec.  1823 


Nov.  1825 


Aug.  1818 


April  1810 


Dec.  1828 


March  1825 


May  1815 


Oct  1824 


Age. 


Length  of 
Service. 


Yn. 


88 


77 


46 


67 


66 


Dec.  1822  <     65 


Office. 


Reasons  for  granting 
Allowance. 


Authority. 


•  The  Widows*  Pension  Fund  was  a  Fund  supplementary  to  the 
Civil  Fund,  and  was  established  in  1820,  with  the  sanction  of 
H.  M.'s  Government.  The  Widows  of  Civil  Servants,  sub- 
scribers to  the  Fund,  were  entitled  to  a  pension  of  800  Z.  per 
annum: 


-  -  Late  Mohandiram 
of  the  Marandam  Cin- 
namon Plantations. 

-  -  Late  Clerk  Tan- 
galle  cutcheiy. 


-  -  Formerly  a  Second 
Schoolmaster. 

.  -  1st  Clerk  Commis- 
sariat Department, 
Trincoroalee. 

-  -  Ditto,  Dep.  Adju- 
tanr-general's  Office. 
Coolie      -        -        . 


-  .  Clerk.  Provincial 
Court,  Colombo. 
--1st Clerk,  Raster- 
office,  Supreme  Court 

-  •  Late  Clerk  of  the 
Custom-house,  Cal- 
pentyn. 

-  -  Late  Sitting  Magis- 
trate, MuUitovoe. 


-  -  Marshal,  Supreme 
Court 


..  Late  Head  Clerk 
of  the  Commiasariat 
Depattmeot,  Colombo. 

-  r  Clerk  of  the  Gene- 
ral Po»t-office. 

-  -  Accountant,  Reve- 
nue Commissioners- 
office. 

Lascorein 

.  .  Late  Millwright  of 
the  Steam  Engine,  Co- 
lombo. 

-  -  Modliar  Kande- 
baddepattoo. 

Late  Quartermaster 
in  the  Department  of 
the  Master  Attendant, 
Galle. 

-  Bookbinder,  District 
CQurt,  Trincomalee. 

-  -  Hangany,  Cinna- 
mon Department 

Late  Police  Constable 

-  •  Secretary  to  Sitting 
Magistrate,  Tangalle. 

-  -  Secrctaiy,  District 
Court,  Chilaw. 

•  Peon,  Custom-house, 
Colombo. 


-  Widow  of  the  ArchdeaooB^ 
of  Colombo. 

-  -  Widow  of  Mr.  Smith, 
Collector  of  Galle. 

-  -  Widow  of  Mr.  Lusignan, 
Dep.  Sec.  of  Government 

-  .  Widow  of  Mr.  Tolfrey, 
Civil  Auditor-general. 

-  -  Widow  of  Mr.  C.  Scott, 
Collector  at  Jaffna. 

-  -  Widow  of  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Collector  at  Caltura. 

-  -  Widow  of  Mr.  Sausoni, 
Postmaster. 

-  -  Widow  of  Mr.  Bletter- 
man, Collector  of  Customs, 
Colombo. 

--WidowofMr.Wallbeoff, 
Superintendent  of  Cinna- 
mon Plantations. 


-H.M.Secrt. 
taryofSute. 


-  -  Long  services  and  ge- 
neral good  conduct  as  Peon 
of  the  Auditor  aitd  Account- 
ant-general's Office. 


-  -  Hurt  in  the  public  ser- 
vice, so  as  to  render  ampu- 
talion  of  his  leg  necessary. 


-  •  Services  in  ai>prehend- 
ing  some  offenders  i  the 
Salpitty  Korle. 


Long  services  - 


•    ditto. 


i'he  Widows'  Pension  Fiin4  ^^  Ceylon  has  been  abolished. 
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PENSIONS,   SUPERANNUATIONS,    AND    RETIRED   ALLOWANCES, 


NAME. 


Retired 
Allowance. 


Ceylon — continued, 
Frick,  A.  M. 


Grebe,  Christofial 
Golditein,  F.  C.    - 


Giffening,  J.  P. 

Grero,  C.  P. 

Hencha,  H. 

HoUebacb,  J. 
HoBand,  P.  G. 

Ismael 

Jansz,  S. 

Juan,  W.     - 


Jamendeni  - 
Julian 

KesselSy  J. 
Lourensz,  J.  C. 


Louiensen,  L.       .        -        . 
Lebbe,  Assen        .        .        . 

Lodulx,J.H.  - 
Lambruggen,  C.  H. 
Ubbe,  L.L.C.    - 

Lu^k.A.C. 

Madan,  A.   -*  - 

Medien,  Sleman  •        .        . 

Mendies,  H.  -        -        - 

Mendis,  A.  - 

Mootean      -        .        -        - 
Milhuisen,  C*  J*  - 

Meybrink,  C.  F.  Van    - 

Moor,  Edward  de  -        - 

Nagoor,  P.  -  '     - 
Paulusz,  J.J. 

Poulier,G.J.        -        .        . 

Pedro,  D.    .        -        -        . 

Perera,  J.  A.  S.  • 
Perera,  A.  A. 

Perera,  C.  -   -   -   - 

Perera,  A.  J. 
Rajept^ee  B.  de  AJreu  • 

Ramnad,  B.  C.     .        .        . 

Rajepakee,  D.  C.  de  Alreu    - 

Ranzow,  A.  C.  F.  Von,  Count 

Ranzow       -        .        -        - 

Rickoe,  Danchy  -    -   - 

Rosmalicoq,  P.  C. 

Rivers    .   .    -    - 

Run,W.C. 
Run,  L.  de  - 

Run,  H.  de 


£.  3.  d. 

4  10  - 

3  12  - 

15  16  - 


90  - 

4  10 

1  16 

26  5 
18  - 

5  8 
S  12 

-  18 


3  12 

4  10 

22  10 
27  - 


52  10  - 

4  10  - 

45  -  - 

90  -  w 

2  8- 

13  10  - 

2  14  - 

4  10  - 
35  4  6 

18  -  - 

3  12  - 
15  -  - 

67  10  - 

27  -  - 

3  12  - 

18  -  - 

67  10  - 

7  4- 

6  -  - 

20  5  6 

9  -  - 

5  6  6 
27  -  - 

3  12  - 

54  -  - 

22  10  - 

15  -  - 


Date. 


Sept.  1822 


Jan.  1820 
Oct  1823 

June  1818 
Apr.  1818 
Jan.  1824 

Oct.  1837 


3  3 
75  - 

45  - 


27  " 
48  - 


54 


Apr.  1822 
Sept  1837 
Jnly  1820 


Jan.  1836. 


Jan.  1836. 


Sept  1834 
June  1836 

Jan.  1820 


Nov.  1826 


Age. 


Yr$. 
71 

6t 


66 
61 


45 


78 


77 


58 


Length  of 
Service. 


rear*. 


71 


76 


41 


Oflfce. 


-  -  Schoolmistress  Or- 
phan-school, Jaffna. 
Gaoler,  Cultura 

-  -  Clerk  and  Store- 
keeper, steam-engine, 
Colombo. 

-  -  Dutch  Interpreter, 
Supreme  Court. 


Cooly 


--Clerk,  Chief  Secre- 
tary's Office. 

-  -  Peon   Aratchy  of 
the  Supreme  Court. 

-  -  Sailor,  Master  At- 
tendant, Galle. 
Cooly       ... 


-  •   Peon,   Advocate 
Fiscal's  Office. 


20 


-  -  Medical  Sub-as- 
sistant Inspector  of 
Hospitals. 

-  •  2d  Cleik,  Military 
Branch  Audit-office. 

-  -  Native  Doctor, 
Cinnamon  Depart- 
ment, 


-  -  Sitting  Magistrate, 
Poonereen. 

-  -  Priest,  Cinnamon 
Department. 


-  -  Member  Landroad, 
Galle. 

-  -  Messenger,  District 
Court*  Jaffna. 

-  -  Overseer,  Supreme 
Court 

-  -  Liene,  Cinnamon 
Department 


-  -  Auctioneer,  Fiscal 
Department,  Colombo. 

-  -  Sitting  Magistrate, 
Chavangacherry. 

-  -  Assistant  Custom- 
master,  Kaits. 


-  -  Head  Clerk,  Rat- 
napoora. 

-  -  Sitting  Magistrate, 
Kelligam. 

-  -  Kangany,  Cinna- 
mon Plantation. 


Reasons  for  granting 
Allowance. 


-  A  native  Proponent,  blind 
and  infirm. 

-  -  Hurt  in  the  public  ser- 
vice. 


Long  services  .        -        - 

-  -  Wounded  in  the  public 
service,  in  Kandyan  Rebel- 
lion of  1818. 


-  -  Vidahe,  Cinnamon 
Department. 
Catechist  Master 


-  -  Interpreter,  Cinna- 
mon Department 

-  -  Corporal,  late  Pio- 
neer Corps. 

-  -  Head  Modliar,  and 
first  Interpreter  of  the 
Mababadde. 


-  •  Sailor,  Master  At- 
tendant, Galle. 

-  -  Sitting  Magistrate, 
Girreway  Gattoo. 

-  -  District  Surveyor 
and  Overseer. 


-  -  Second  Clerk,  Colo- 
nial Secretary's  Ofiice. 


•  -  His  rank  and  connex- 
ions in  Europe. 

-  -  Son  and  daughter  of 
A.  C.  F.  Von  Ranzow. 

-  -  Hurt  in  the  public  ser- 
vice, and  disabled. 


Authority. 


.-H.M.Secre- 
'  tary  of  State. 


--H.M.  Secre- 
tary of  State. 
Pension  to  cease 
31  March  1838. 

I  -  H.  M.  Secre- 
^taiy  of  Stale. 

--H.M.  Secre- 
tary of  State. 
Pension  to  cease 
31st  Jan.  1838. 
-  -H.M.Secre- 
tary  ofSate. 


ditto. 


ditto. 


ditto. 


)  ditto. 
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NAME. 


Retired 
Allowance. 


Date. 


Age. 


Length  of 
Service. 


Office. 


Reasons  for  granting 
Allowance. 


Authority. 


Cby  lon — amtinued, 
Sftlenchi,  H. 

SaJman^C.  - 


Seyp,J.V. - 
Scbimfflelketel,  H.  W. 
Schokman,  H. 

Sielva,  H.  fi.  de    - 


Siehe,T.  8. 
Sielre,  W.  S. 


SUva,  H.  C. 
Silva,  Anthony 
Silva,  C.  C.  Adrien  de 

8ilra.S.de- 
&ilva,  F.  J.  de      - 


Silva,  W.C.  D.    - 
Silva,  Abesundre  D.  L. 

Silva,  G.  H.  de     - 
Silva,  W.  W.  A.  T.  de 
Suysa,  Adrien  de  - 

Suysa,  M.  de 
Swarris,  U.  de 

Swmn,  Joseph 

Thomisy  Don 

Tkiele,  J.     - 

Veerasamy,  Singey 

Vander  Guycht,  M. 

Vanderstraaten,  L. 

Vos,  A.  D.  . 

Zoose,  N.S.W.de 

Widows  : 
Alida,  Widow  Smith 


Anmlchy 
Anna  • 
Anna,  K.  Dona 


Anna,  Don  David 
ApeloDchy    - 


Apolonia 

Babahamy 

Babahamy 

Babahamy 


Babahamy 
Balie^B. 

606. 


£.    <.    d. 
17- 


36  - 
27  - 
76     - 


7    4 
4  10 


4  10 
6  8 
1  16 

4  19 
22  10 


18    -  - 

4  10  - 

15     -  - 

22  10  - 

10  17  - 

4  10  - 

IS  10  - 

120    -  - 

4  10  - 

41  13  3 

27    -  - 

15  15  - 

27    -^  - 

40  10  - 

10  10  - 


4  10  - 

2  14  - 

5  14  - 
1  16  - 


4  10    - 
1  16    - 


2  14    - 

-  18    - 
17- 

17- 

-  18    - 


2  14    - 


At)ril  1818 


Jan.  1821 


Dec.  1823 


Yn. 
45 


64 


61 


Yean, 


Coolie 
Cingalese  Priest 


Medical  Sub-assistant 

-  -    ditto 

-  -  2d  Clerk,  Supreme 
Court 

-  -  Gamocale,  Cinna- 
mon Department. 
Kangany,  ditto 
Native  Doctor,  ditto  - 


•  -  Wounded  in  the  Kan- 
dyan  Rebellion  of  1818. 


•  -  For  a  limited  period; 
to  cease  on  Slst  December 
1838. 


Feb.  1818 


Oct.  1819 


53 
44 


Peon,  Custom-house  - 
-  -  Peon,  Provincial 
Court,  Galle. 
Aratchy  •        -        - 
Interpreter,  Kandy    - 


Long  and  faithful  services 


Jan.  1820 


62 


Mohanderam    • 

-  Kangany,  Cinnamon 
Department. 
Mohandiram,  ditto    - 
Modliar  -        .        . 

-  -  Gamerale,  Cinna- 
mon Department. 


-  -  Faithful  services  for  se- 
veral years  in  the  Chief 
Secretary's  Office,  and  for 
voluntanly  accepting  ser- 
vice in  the  Kandyan  pro- 
vinces, at  a  time  when  no 
other  man  of  his  rank  could 
have  been  prevailed  on  so 
to  do. 


-  •  For  a  limited  period ;  to 
cease  January  1838. 


Oct.  1837 


28 


AprU  1837 


-•  Aratchy,  Cinnamon 
Department. 

-  -  Chief  Clerk,  Colo- 
nial Secretary's  Office. 

-  -  Aratchy,  Chief  Se- 
cretary's Department 

-  Late  Secretary,  Dis- 
trict Court,  Jaffna. 

-  -  Clerk,  Accountant- 
general's  Office. 

- -Late  3d  Clerk,  Du;- 
trict  Court,  Jaffna. 

-  -  4th  Clerk,  Supreme 
Court. 

-  -  Head  Clerk,  Stamp 
Office. 
Mohandiram    - 


Long  services 


July  1818 
Oct  1818 
Mar.  1819 

Mar.  1819 
Sept  1821 
Mar.  1819 

May  1819 
July  1819 


60 
55 
35 

55 
66 
40 
41 

45 
55 


-  -  Widow  of  a  pilot  in  the 
department  of  the  Master 
Attendant,  Galle,  who  had 
lonff  served  Government 
fiBUthfully. 

-  •  Widow  of  Tumgodde 
Lett^,  who  died  in  the  public 
service  at  Kandy. 

-  -  Widow  of  Wattegey 
Andries,  who  died  in  the 
public  service  at  Kandy. 

-  -  Widow  of  Henchy  Kan- 
gany, who  died  in  the  pub- 
lic service  in  the  interior. 
Widow  of  a  native  preacher 

-  -  Widow  of  Magellegey 
Appoo,  who  died  in  Uie  pub- 
lic service  in  the  interior. 

-  Widow  of  DOmingo  Silva, 
who  died  in  the  public 
service  at  Trincomalee. 

-  *  Widow  of  Ramonegay 
Bastian,  who  died  in  the 
public  service  in  the  interior. 

-  -  Widow  of  Sielbelaeaj- 
negey  Appoo,  who  died  in 
the  public  service  in  the  in- 
terior. 

-  -  Widow  of  Wewelgar- 
neg«7  A  bran,  a  Cooly, 
ditto. 

-  •  Widow  of  Betmejey 
Seinan,  a  Coolie,  ditto. 

•  -  Widow  of  S.  Enda,  a 
cinnamon  peeler.      ^ 


-  -  H.  M.  Secre- 
tary of  State. 
-•H.  M.  .Secre- 
taiy  of  State. 
(Pension  to  cease 
81  Jan.  1838.) 


-  H.  M.  Secfe- 
^tary  of  State. 


•    ditto. 


-    ditto. 


-    ditto. 


)-    diUo. 
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PENSI0K8,   SUPERANNUATIONS,   AND   RETIRED  ALLOWANCES, 


NAM£. 


Betired 
Allowance. 


Date. 


Age. 


Length  of 
Service. 


Office. 


Reasoos  for  granting 
Allowance. 


AutboritjT. 


CsrLON — contmuftf. 
Balie,  D.     ... 

Bandemaike  Haming,  D.T. 

Bastiana      ... 

Bastiano,  T. 

Batcbe 

fiepeUj 

Bmgumaley,  M.   - 
Bluxne»  Egeltina   - 

Bruin,  Widow  of  Ondatje 
Comancherry,  M. 


Debo 


Dimena       ... 
Dingene,  D. 

Donieka,  D.         -        - 

Eneheny      ... 
Ettena,  Sooba 

Fernando,  Anna    - 

Fernando,  W.  A.  • 
Fernando,  J.  Abram 
Fraucina      -        . 
Francina,  Johanna 

Francina,  S.  Atcharigey 
Francina,  Dona    - 
Fretz,  J.  J.  Sophia 

Helena,  Dona 

Hoflfman,  Widow  Ludovtca 
Inase,  A.     ... 


2  14  - 
9  -  - 
1  16  - 

3  12  - 
2.  6  r 
17- 

1  16  - 

7  10  - 

18  -  - 

1  16  - 

2  14  - 

1  16  ^ 

4  10  - 

1  16  - 

4  10  - 


4  10 


2  5 

-  18 
4  10 

3  12 

1  16 

2  14 

4  10 
36  - 


1  16  - 


18  - 


1  16  " 


Joly  1810 


July  1823 
May  1819 
July  1819 

Sept.  1818 


Sept.  1816 

Mar.  1825 

July  1824 
Sept.  1816 

July  1819 

Sept.  1816 
Jan.  1828 

Sept.  1821 

Jan.  1819 

Mar.  1816 
Nov.  1817 

May  1816 
June  1819 
Mar.  1821 

May  1819 


Yn. 
43 


r#m 


56 
60 
43 

40 


64 


71 
49 

42 

64 


61 

37 

60 
65 

60 
61 
45 


53 


-  -  Widow  of  M.  Abera,  a^ 
cinnamon  peeler. 

-  -  Widow  of  a  native  pro. 
ponent. 

-  -  Widow  of  Radage  Juan 
Fernando,  who  died  in  the 
public  service  in  the  in- 
terior. 

-  -  Widow  of  M.  Benayat, 
a  cinnamon  peeler. 

.  -  Widow  of  N.  SUpa,  a 
tom-tom  beater. 

-  -  Widow  of  Gonetigama. 
Divenity,  who. died  while 
employed  in  the  Commis- 
sanat  Department,  Kandy. 

-  -  Widow  of  W.  Simon,  a 
cinnamon  peeler. 

-  -  Widow  of  the  late  ar- 
rack ganger  of  the  Cus- 
tom-bouse  of  Colombo. 

-  -  Widow  of  a  native 
preacher. 

-  -  Widow  of  Dewejee 
Aberanchy,  who  died  whUe 
employed  in  the  Commis- 
sariat Department  at 
Kandy. 

--  Widow  of  a  sailor  in 
the    department    of     the 
Master  Attendant,  Galle. 
--Widow  of  W.  Domba, 
a  cinnamon  porter. 

-  -  Widow  of  Deivi  Jane- 
ro,  Kangany,  who  died 
while  employed  in  the 
Commissariat  Department 
at  Kandy. 

-  -  Widow  of  Ellebadde 
Awer,  who  died  while  em- 
ployed in  the  Commis- 
sariat Department  at 
Kandy. 

-  -  Widow  of  Nettchinge 
Teya,  who  died  while  em- 
ployed in  the  Commissariat 
Department  at  Kandy. 

-  -  Widow  of  CalloogRile- 

fey  Appoorawle,  who  lost 
is  life  by  the  sudden  fall- 
ing  of  earth  into  a  pit  in 
which   he  was 


I  Ury  of  State. 


excavating  cabook  for  the 
public  service. 

-  -  Widow  of  Gregory  Fer- 
nando, who  died  in  the 
public  service  at  Trinco- 
malee. 

-  -  Widow  of  S.  Ando,  a 
carpenter. 

-  -  Widow  of  late  Chando 
Mohandiram  of  Negombo. 

-  -  Widow  of  one  of  the 
late  Hangevelle  rangers. 

-  -  Widow  of  a  Lascareen, 
of 'the  Revenue  Commis- 
sioner in  Kandy,  who  died 
in  the  public  service  at 
Putlam. 

-  •  Her  husband  died  in 
the  public  service. 

•  -  Widow  of  a  schoolmas- 
ter. 

-  -  Widow  of  a  sitting  ma- 
gistrate, who  was  one  of 
the  three  gentlemen  who 
accepted  judicial  situations 
under  the  British  Govern- 
ment when  first  established. 

-  -  Widow  of  Ederesinke 
Archigey  Adrian  Jeroni- 
nius,  who  died  in  the  pub- 
lic service  in  the  inte- 
rior. 

-  -  Widow  of  a  vaccinator 
at  Galle,  who  had  served 
Government  many  years. 

-  -  Widow  of  Arembicaude 
UrcurA,  who  died  while 
employed  in  the  Com- 
missariat Department  at 
Kandy. 
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NAME. 


Retired 
Allowance. 


Date. 


Age. 


Length  of 
Service 


Oflke. 


Reasons  for  granting 
Allowance. 


AoUioritj. 


Ceylon— continued. 
Isaony,  W.  . 

Jaoo    -        -        -        - 


Jano    -       -        • 
Janohannj  - 
Johanna  Done 

Kabra],M.P. 
Kirihamj     - 

Kirihamy     - 


Lacbaiune,  L.  S.  C.  R.  de 
Lecho  •        -        -        . 

Leduli,  H.  P.      . 
Lencbehamy,  D.  - 

Louisa  alias  C.  Bastiana 

Madenaike  Haming,  D.  G. 
Madobamy  • 


Malleappab,  A.    • 

Maria,  Dona 
Mtrchamy  - 

Maselamany  F.    - 
Mayne,  D.  B. 

Mericbamy  - 

Minika 
.Manka,  Poncby    - 


Meyer,  C.  C. 
Meyer,  M.  O.  A. 

Mkso,  C.  W, 
Monicbamy 

Morgan,  B*  L« 

Mnller,  Sbrader 

Nakfai^  Mami 

i96. 


£.   «.  d. 

2  14  - 

2  14  - 

1  16  - 

2  14  - 
17- 

S  12  - 

1  16  - 

1  16  - 

IS  10  * 

1  16  - 

12    -  - 

I  16  - 

1  16  - 

9    -  - 

1  16  - 

-  18  - 

22  10  - 

2  14  - 
2  14  - 

7    4- 

9    -  - 

1  16  - 

2  14  - 
2  14  - 


IS  10  - 

IS  10  - 

S6    -  - 

-  18  - 

Si  10  - 

10  16  - 

12  6 


Oct.l82S 

Aug.  1818 

Jan.  1810 
Apr.  1819 
Aug.  1815 

Aug.  1824 
May  1824 

July  1819 


Jan.  1819 

May  1819 
June  1818 

Jan.  1817 

Mar.  1819 
July  1819 

July  1824 


Apr.  1822 
Mar.  1819 

Sept  1818 
Apr.  1818 

Mar.  1820 
Oct  1818 

18S6 
Jan.  1819 

May  1821 
Aug.  1815 


Yn. 
49 

50 
51 
55 
5S 

61 
42 

45 


50 

70 
55 

4S 

60 
46 

49 
56 


49 
45 

41 
S6 


78 

55 
50 

4S 


-  -  "Widow  of  H.  Borrca,  a^ 
labourer. 

--Widow  of  Yakalligey 
Babouchy,  who  died  in  the 
public  service  at  Kandy. 

-  -  "^^  idow  of  Pattiepaula- 
jey  Slnao,  who  died  in  the 
publi   service  at  Kandy. 

-  -  Widow  of  Pallendegey 
Adeneby,  who  died  in  the 
public  service  at  Kandy. 

-  -  Widow  of  a  cooly,  who 
died  in  the  public  service, 
on  his  return  from  Hang- 
welle  from  Kandy. 

•  -  Widow  of  a  native 
proponent 

-  -  Widow  of  Maduraperu- 
magey  Singo,  Appoo  of  the 
Sd  company  of  tne  Armed 
Lascareen  Corps. 

•  -  Widow  of  Makalandije 
Phillipo,  Appoo,  a  Usca- 
reen  of  the  late  militia,  who 
died  in  the  public  service 
in  the  interior. 

-  -  Widow  of  a  clerk  in  the 
Chief  Secretary's  office. 

-  -  Widow  of  Pallemmoet- 
rige  Baba  Naida,  who  died 
in  the  public  service  in  the 
interior. 

-  -  Widow  of  a  clerk.  Cus- 
tom-house, Colombo. 

-  -  Widow  of  Bale  Appoo,. 
who  died  in  the  public 
service,  at  Kandy. 

-  -  Widow  of  a  bullock 
driver,  who  died  in  the 
public  service,  at  Badulla. 

-  -  Widow  of  the  late  Mod- 
lia  Bellijam  Kerle. 

-  -  Widow  of  Pallajay  Ali- 
vis,  who  died  in  the  public 
service  in  the  interior. 

-.  WidowofH.Herena,a 
cinnamon  peeler. 

-  -  Widow  of  the  late  pro- 
ponent of  Negombo. 

-  .  Widow  of  W.  R.  Ferw 
nando,  a  cinnamon  peeler. 

-  •  Widow  of  a  peon  of  the 
General  Post-otiice»  who 
had  served  Government 
many  years. 

-  -  Widow  of  the  lata  jei- 
dakeofPillafodde. 

-  •  Widow  of  the  late  salt 
storekeeper  at  Hamban- 
totte. 

-  -  Widow  of  Dewelpane- 
wigamegey  Harney,  who 
died  in  the  public  service 
in  the  interior. 

-  -  Widow  of  H.  Amasdera, 
a  cinnamon  peeler. 

-  -  Widow  of  Dedewelle 
Mohandiram,  who  accom* 
panied  certain  Malays  to 
kolmale,  on  the  public 
service,  and  then  lost  his 
life. 

-  -  Widow  of  a  clerk  of  the 
Supreme  Court 

-  -  Widow  of  the  late 
Preacher  of  the  Gospel  at 
Calpentjn,  who  had  served 
Government  many  years. 

-  -  Widow  of  Second  Clerk 
Kennegalle  cutcheiy. 

-  •  Widow  of  PanewilpaU 
rigey  Dinis,  who  died  in  the 
public  service  in  the  interior. 

-  -  Her  husband  was  Ions 
in  the  public  service,  and 
died  insolvent 

-  -  Widow  of  the  late  sitting 
magis^^  of  the  Elephant 
Pass. 

-  -  Widow  of  a  bullock 
driver,  who  died  in  the 
public  service. 


-H  M.Secft- 
>  tary  of  State. 


I-    ditto. 
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PENSIONS,    SUPERANNUATIONS,    AND    RETIRED    ALLOWANCES, 


NAME. 


Cby  LON— coftttnued. 
Natty,  W.    - 

Noochy,  B.  -        - 

NoDcby,  K. 

Nonchy,  Hany     - 

Nonchy,  Hainy     - 

PerkiDs,  D. 
Perera,  J.    - 

Perera,  Juana 

Perera,  Rode 

Peremsley,  Y. 

Pbillippa,  Hamy  - 

Pietere^M.  - 
Pinhamy,  M. 

Puochihamy 
Punchihamy 

Rlbero,  Soyza 
Sadoeko,  Sebbe  0. 
Saram,  S.  D.  de   - 
Schandi,  H. 


Schaak,  B.  ... 
Scboenbeck,  A.  M.  Vaii« 

Sooda,  Burroo,  Aliema  • 


Silva,  Maria  de     -  , 
Silva,  Epbrainie    - 
Simona,  A.- 
Stuart, 8.  J. 
Susanna 

Tap,T.J.L 


Tickera 


Vandercamp,  C.  E. 
Vanderstraaten     - 


Retiitd 
Allowance. 


£.  t.    d, 
17- 

1  t6    - 

17- 

I  IC    - 

S     3    - 

5     8- 
1  16    - 

1  16  - 
8  12  - 

2  14  - 
1  16  - 

1  16    - 
1  16    - 

1  16    - 
-  18    - 

4  10     - 

2  14    - 
60    -    - 

17- 


3  12 
18    - 


7    4 


4  10 

4  10 

2  14 

6    6 
2  14 


18    - 


2    5- 


3  12 
45     - 


Date. 


June  1819 
Mar.  1818 

Sept.  1815 
July  1819 
Aug.  1818 

July  1817 
Mar.  1819 


Jan.  1819 


July  1824 


Mar.  1819 


Aug.  1834 
July  1815 

Aug.  1824 


July  1824 

Aug.  1823 
July  1818 


June  1818 


May  1819 


Feb.  1823 


Age. 


Ytf, 
58 

48 

41 

42 

53 

42 
55 

50 


Length  of 
Ser\-ice. 


45 


41 


55 


58 


40 


41 

53 
45 


46 


50 


55 


Office. 


Reasons  for  granting 
Allowance. 


Authority. 


•  -  Widow  of  Kainec^n 
Wat  too,  who  died  in  the 
public  service  at  Kandy. 

-  -  Widow  of  a  private  of 
the  armed  Lascareen  corps, 
who  died  in  the  public  sep> 
vice. 

-  -  Widow  of  a  bullock 
driver,  who  died  in  the  pub- 
lie  service  at  Kandy. 

-  -  Widow  of  Juanis,  a  tile- 
maker,  who  died  in  the  pub- 
lic service  in  the  interior. 

•  -  Widow  of  Hewegay  Sa- 
loncby,  who  died  in  the 
public  service  at  Kandy. 

-  -  Widow  of  a  sergeant 
Ceylon  Light  Dragoons. 

-  -  Widow  of  a  cooly,  who 
died  in  the  public  service 
at  Badulla. 

-  -  Widow  of  Mabadagey 
Cornelis,  who  died  in  the 
public  service  in  the  interior. 

-  -  Widow  of  a  fisherman, 
who  died  in  the  public  ser- 
vice at  Jaffna. 

-  -  Widow  of  Alletipasepe- 
dige  Upendros,  a  cinnamon 
peeler. 

-  -  Widow  of  Hangewel- 
lewe  Sariege  Coenis,  who 
died  in  the  public  service 
in  the  interior. 

Widow  of  a  post  holder    - 

-  -  Widow  of  W.  Pronisa, 
cinnamon  peder. 

-  -  Widow  of  M.  Milroo- 
hamy,  who  died  in  the  pub- 
lic service  in  the  interior. 

-  -  Widow  of  Glorioege^, 
Don  Bastian,  who  died  m 
the  public  service  in  the 
interior. 

-  -  Widow  of  a  gunner  of 
the  late  Government  vessel 
Ariel. 

-  -  Widow  of  a  cooly,  who 
died  in  the  public  service 
in  the  interior. 

.  -  Widow  of  2d  Maha 
Modliar,  and  District  Judge 
Colombo,  No.  5. 

-  -  Widow  of  a  cooly,  who 
was  pressed  and  sent  to  the 
Kandyan  provinces,  where 
he  died  in  the  public  service. 
Widow  of  a  clerk     - 

-  -  Widow  of  the  late  sitting 
magistrate  of  Pooneryn. 

-  -  Widows  of  three  Ma- 
lays, formerly  soldiers  in 
the  service  of  the  late  King 
of  Kandy,  who  had,  on  the 
rebellion  of  1818  breaking 
out  at  Kotmalle,  been  sent 
to  that  province  to  gain  in- 
telligence of  what  was  goine 
on,  where  they  were  seized 
and  put  to  death  by  the 
rebels. 

-  -  Widow  of  a  Siene  Arat- 
chy,  Galle  cutchery. 

-  -  Widow  of  a  boatswain 
at  Galle. 

-  -  Widow  of  a  cinnamon 
peeler. 

Widow  of  a  bookbinder     - 

-  -  Widow  of  B.  Juanchi, 
who  died  in  the  public  ser- 
vice at  Kandy. 

-  -  Widow  of  Peter  Tap, 
late  Secretary  of  the  Pro- 
Tincial  Court  of  Jaffna,  who 
had  rendered  efficient  ser- 
vices to  Government. 

-  -  Widow  of  G.  Abanchy, 
a  cooly,  who  died  in  the 
public  service  in  the  in- 
terior. 

Widow  of  a  pilot  at  Galle 

-  -  Widow  of  P.  E.  Van- 
derstraaten, late  of  Chilaw.  J 


--H.M.Sccw. 
tary  of  State. 
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NAME. 


Cby  lon — continued. 
VaDderstraateu,  C. 

Vos,  S.  P.  de 
Wally 


Wayratte     - 


Widows  and  Seiivants  of  the 

late  Dutch  GoTerament. 
Compassionate  Allowances     - 


Retired 
Allowance. 


Ditto 


Alvis,  Sanchy 
Ankennan,  C. 
Christian,  Appoo  - 


Ehcrt,  R.  H. 
Ferreira,  D.  G. 

Frederikse,  J. 


Jong,  A.  - 
Mendis.  P.  - 
Nonis,  L.     - 

Perem,  Christian 


PhilipM,  P.  H.  G. 
Pompons,  P.  A.    - 

Specht,M.B. 
Vanderlaan,  P.  A. 


£.    <.  d. 

15    -  - 

tS  15  > 

3  12  - 


3  12  - 

132    -  - 

34     8  0 

27  18  - 


Date. 


Mar.  1820 

June  1815 
Aug.  1827 

July  1827 


Age. 


Yrs, 
63 

53 


Length  of 
Service 


Office. 


Vincenf,  P, 


Widows  : 
Amdt,  A.  £• 

Berttts,  M.  G. 

Beyer,  A.  M. 

Brechman,  J.  W.  - 

Bulner,  A.  T. 

Burleigh,  R. 

Cadersasypulle 

Catrinapuile 

Colomb,  A.  L. 

^0& 


3     3- 

11     8    - 

6    -    - 

39    -    - 
24    -    - 

8  11     - 

9  -    - 
6  16    9 

13    4    - 

6    -    - 

36    -    - 
69    -    - 

6    -    - 
22  10    - 

80    -    - 


27 


6  16 

9 

24    - 

- 

3  12 

- 

45     - 

- 

3    - 

- 

7  10 

- 

13  10 

Reasons  for  granting 
Allowance. 


-  -  Widow  of  Philip  Van- 
derstraaten,  clerk  of  the 
late  Loan  Committee. 

-  -  Widow  of  the  late  Sit- 
ting Magistrate,  1  angalle. 

-  -  Widow  of  Weelen  Car- 
rea,  who  lost  his  life  while 
conveying  Government 
mails  from  Point  Pedro  to 
Codicarre. 

-  -  Widow  of  Winasay  Car^ 
rea,  who  lost  his  life  while 
conveying  Government 
mails  from  Point  Pedro  to 
Codicarre. 


-  -  Children  and  relatives 
of  military  and  other  per- 
sons, who  died  in  ihe  public 
service. 

-  Families  of  the  Cingalese 
who  were  mutilated  by  order 
of  the  late  Kandyan  King. 

By  the  regulations  of  a  , 
Pension  Fund,  which  was 


Authority. 


H.M.Seei«. 
Uiy  of  State. 


>   •    ditto. 


established  by  Sir  E.  Paget  ift  1822,  for  persons  hold- 
ing subordinate  offices  iu  C^lon,  the  subscribers  to 
the  fund,  and  their  widows  and  orphans,  were  to  be 
entitled  to  pensions  in  proportion  to  the  salary  of  the 
subscriber,  and  to  his  service. 

The  formation  of  this  ftind  was  disapproved  by  the 
Secretary  of  State ;  and  in  1829,  the  monies  subscribed 
were  returned  to  the  subscribers  who  had  not  quitted 
ihe  service;  but  the  pensions  which  had  actually 
vested  in  parties  previous  to  the  notification  of  the 
disallowance  were  sanctioned. 


-  -  Late  Sdioolmaster 
at  Kirkadowe. 

-  -  Blacksmith  of  the 
Engineer  Department. 

-  -  Lascoreen,  Sitting 
Magistrate's  Court, 
Colombo. 

Gaoler  of  Colombo  - 
.  -  Head  Clerk  of  the 
Poor  Funds  Office. 

-  -  Blacksmith,  Engi- 
neer Department 
Master  Carpenter,  ditto 
Carpenter,  ditto 

-  A  Banshall  Watcher 
of  the  Custom-house. 

-  -  Lascoreen,  Sitting 
Magistrate's  Court, 
Colombo. 

--Second  Clerk  of  the 
cutcherry  Colombo. 
--Chief Clerk,  Deputy 
Adjutant      General's 
Office. 

-  -  Head  Camp  Factor 
of  the  Stud  at  Delft 

-  Clerk,  Deputy  Quar- 
termaster General's 
Office. 

-  Clerk  of  thecutcheny 
Batticaloa. 


B4 


>  Amdt, 


-  -  Widow  of  B.  C 
late  a  pensioner. 

-  -  Widow  of  Adigar,  of 
Mantella. 

-  Widow  of  carpenter.  En- 
gineer department. 

-  -  Widow  of  late  Medical 
Sub-assistant,  Galle. 

-  Widow  of  late  postholder 
ofKoIlar. 

-  Widow  of  Sitting  Magis- 
trate and  Assistant  Custom 
Master,  Kaits. 

-  -  Widow  of  1st  Malabar 
writer  of  tlie  Custom  house, 
Jafiiia. 

-  -  Widow  of  late  interpre- 
ter of  the  Sitting  Magis- 
trate's Court  of  Pomeryn. 

-  -  Widow  of  late  gaoler  of 
Trincomalee. 


Sir  Edward 
Paget,  con 
firmed  by  H. 
*  M.  Secretary  of 
State  for  the 
Colonies. 
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PENSIONS,    SUPERANNUATIONS,    AND    RETIRED   ALLOWANCES, 


NAME. 


Retii«d 
AlIowEDce. 


Cbt  lon — continued. 
De  Coan,  B.  G.    - 


DeHoedt,  C  S.  < 
De  KoniDg,  F. 

Florencina,  Dona 
FoDseka,  M. 


Gambs,  £.  P. 

Hoebers,  C.  L.     - 
Hopman,  S. 
Isabella,  Dona 

Jauen,  C.   • 

Kempi,  M.  M.     - 

Koelmeyer,  M.  G. 
Krikenbeck,  IL  - 
Kerte,  A.     - 


KriUs,  Maria 
Loot,S.  M. 

Mack,  J.  G. 

Maria 


Mileoberg,  J.  C.  < 
Moottokistna,  U.  R. 

Natchia,  M. 

Paarpuddj  - 

Parvistena,  Dona  • 
Perera,  A*   - 
Pennaul,  M.  Moycon 
Pompeus,  A.  £.    - 

Schubert,  C.  A.    • 
Siebel,  F.  A.       - 


SUva,  P« 


Tbiete,  J.  A. 
VanHouten,  H.    - 

Obph&ns  : 

Ludekins,  J.  P.,  E.  L , 
R.,  F.  R.,  aod  M.  W. 

Melchen,  S.  L.     - 

Perera,  J.  C.  and  D. 

FMlerix.A.   > 


F.H.. 


£.    «.    d. 
12    -    - 

24    -    - 


21    - 

2    - 
12    - 


21    - 

12    - 
18    - 


IS  10 

10  10 

12    - 
60    - 


86 


10  10 
6    - 


S    7    6 


6 


7  10 

12    - 

7  10 

2  2 

2  2 

12  - 

16  - 

9    - 
24    - 


n  IS 


48 


12    - 

11     5 
3     - 

I  12 


Date. 


Age. 


Lrpngtb  of 
Service. 


Office. 


Reasons  for  grantiog 
Allowance. 


Authority. 


-  -  Widow  of  late  Surveyor  ^ 
of  Matura. 

-  -  Widow  of  late  Medical 
Sub-assistant  at  Ja£Fna. 

-  -  Widow  of  late  1st  Clerk 
of  the  cutcherry  of  Batti- 
caloa. 

•  -  Widow  of  late  school- 
master,  Mueaman. 

-  -  Widow  of  late  1st  Shroff 
of  the  Custom-house  of  Co* 
lomho. 

.  -  Widow  of  late  Head 
Clerk  of  the  Cinnamon 
Department 

-  -Widow  of  late  Medical 
Sub-assistant  at  Ruanwelle. 

-  -  Widow  of  late  Medical 
Sub-assistant,  Matura. 

-  -  Widow  of  late  Ola 
Writer  of  the  Fiscal's  Office 
of  Colombo. 

-  -  Widow  of  late  Clerk  of 
the  Agent  of  Government 
at  Padenia. 

-  -  Widow  of  late  Sd  Clerk 
of  the  Provincial  Court  of 
Galle  and  Matura. 
--Widow  of  late  4th  Clerk 
of  the  CutcherrvofChilaw. 

-  -  Widow  of  dutch  inter- 
preter. Supreme  Court. 

-  -  Widow  of  late  Head 
Clerk  of  the  cutcherry  of 
Trincomale,  and  Qerk  of 
the  Agent  of  Government 
for  Tamankadderoe. 

-  -  Widow  of  late  Gaoler  of 
Komegalle. 

-  -  Widow  of  late  an  over- 
seer of  the  beach  of  Co- 
lombo. 

-  -  Widow  of  late  4th  Clerk 
of  the  Custom- house  of  Co- 
lombo. 

-  -  Widow  of  late  Ist  Ma- 
labar  Writer  of  the  cut- 
cherry of  Jaffna. 
--Widow  of  late  6th  Clerk 
of  the  cutcherry  of  Galle. 

-  -  Widow  of  the  Ist  Mala- 
bar teacher  of  the  seminary 
at  Colombo. 

-  -  Widow  of  the  late  Co- 
nioply  of  the  Stamp  and 
Poor  Funds  Office. 

-  -  Widow  of  late  Pitet  in 
the  Master  Attendant's  De- 
partment, Trincomale. 

-  Widow  of  late  1st  School- 
roaster  of  Mionaogodde. 

-  Widow  of  late  1st  School- 
master of  Taliaiigamroe. 

-  -  Widow  of  late  Shoff  of 
the  cutcherry  of  Chilaw. 

-  -  Widow  of  late  a  Clerk 
in  the  Accountant-general's 
Office. 

-  -  Widow  of  Surveyor  at 
Cultura. 

-  -  Widow  of  a  late  Sd 
Clerk  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Revenue's  Office. 

-  -  Widow  of  Pulle,  late 
Conioply  of  the  Sitting  Ma- 
gistrate s  Court,  Colombo. 

-  -  Widow  of  J.  A.  Thiete, 
late  pensioner. 

Widow  of  late  pensioner   - 


-  -  Orphan  children  of  late 
Clerk  of  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary's Office. 

-  -  Orphan  daughter  of  late 
pensioner. 

-  -  Orphan  children  of  P. 
Perera,  late  Lascoreen  of 
the  sitting  Magistrate's 
Court,  Colombo. 

-  -  Orphan  daughter  of  C. 
Pieteriz,  late  postholder  of 
Hepecarewe. 


--Sir  Edward 
.  Paget,  coo- 
/  firmed    by   U. 

M.  Secretsiy  of 

State. 
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NAME. 


]libera,A.H.&  J.H.  - 

Rodrigers  -  .  -  , 
Van  Aardenberg,  C.  A.  &  £• 

V«iderwtll,P.W.&C.       - 

Military  t 
Mrs.C.  C.Torriano      - 

Mn.  C.  A.  Patenielle  • 

J.  A.  Maas  .... 

G.W.  Freck        -       -       - 

Mrs.  Maij  Wilson 

Mrs.  Catberine  Hogg    - 

Mrs.  J.  M.  de  Vos 
Mrs.  D.  S.  Vanderspaar 
Mrs.  D.C.  Rose  - 

Mr.  C.  Gusse        ... 

Mrs.  M.  £.  Wamakeer 

Mrs.  W.  S.  P.  Gray      - 

Mrs.  S.  Driberg  -  -  . 
Mrs.  J.  Hatch  .  •  . 
Boreham      .... 

Pensions  to  Sabidars,  Jemi- 
dars,  Sergeants,  Corporals, 
Drammers,  and  Privates  of 
the  Ceylon  Corps  ;  also 
Mechanics  and  Workmen 
attached  to  the  Military  De- 
partment, and  small  Allow- 
a.nces  to  indigent  persons 
formerly  attached  to  the 
Military  Departments. 

GratoiUes  to  Men  discharged 
from  the  Ceybn  Corps. 

Th£  late  Co;,onial  Audit 

AfporttanmeBt«f  Soptrannua- 
tion  Allowances  granted  to 
Persons  formerly  belonging 
to  the  Colonial  Audit  On 


Reticed 

Allowance. 


6    -  - 

S    -  - 

18    -  - 

11     -  - 

SO    -  - 

40 

22  10  - 

68  10  - 

22  10  - 

86    -  - 

22  10  - 

40    -  - 

86    -  - 

27     -  - 

22  10  - 

60    -  - 

30    -  - 

26    -  - 

45    -  - 


3,770 


213    8    6 


188    -    - 


Date. 


Inne  1808 

Nov.  1881 

Mar.  1822 
Nov.  1823 
Dec.  1826 
July  1820 
Prior  to  1820 


July  1820 

Prior  tol  820 
May  1832 


Age, 


Length  of 
Service. 


Office. 


-.1st  Clerk  Military 
Seeretary's  Office. 
•  •  Deputy  Commis- 
tajy-general's  Office. 


-  Medical  Sub- Assist- 
ant. 


-  •  Subidar  and  Adju- 
tant, Ceylon  Regiment. 


Reasons  for  granting 
Allowance. 


-  •  Children  of  H.  Riben, 
late  Cingalese  teacher  of 
the  seminary  of  Colombo. 

-  -  Child  of  £.  Kodrigers, 
late  Adizar  of  Wartillivoo. 

-  -  Cliildren  of  W.  C.  Van 
Aardenberg.late  Salt  Store- 
keeper of  Calpentyn. 

-  -  Children  of  Mr.  Vander- 
wal!,  late  a  Deputy  Fiscal 
of  Colombo. 


-  -  Widow  of  a  Lieutenant, 
2d  Ceylon  Regiment. 

-  .    ditto    - 


Widow  of  a  Lieutenant 
-    -    ditto 


-  -    ditto. 

-  -    ditto^ 

-  -  Widow  of  an  Assistant 
Surgeon. 


-  -  Widow   of   a   Master 
Bricklayer. 

Widow  of  a  Captain 

-  -    ditto      - 
Widow  of  an  Ensign. 


Authority. 


-  -  The  Retired  Allowances 
granted  on  the  abolition  of 
this  Office  in  1832,  are 
charged  upon  the  Funds  of 
the  four  Colonies  of  Malta, 
Ceylon,  Mauritius,  and  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
For  particulars,  see  Malta. 


-  .  Sir  Edw. 

Paget,  confirm- 

)ed   by  H.  M. 

Secretary      of 

Slate. 


.  -  H.  M.  Secre- 
tary of  State  ibr 
the  Colonies. 

-  Sir  £d.  Barnes, 
under  Military 
Regulations. 

-  -  Sir  Edward 
Paget. 

•  General  Camp- 
bell. 

-  -  Sir  Edward 
Barnes. 

-  Sir  R.  Brown- 
rigg. 


-  Sir  R.  Brown- 

"gg- 

-  ditto. 

.  -H.  M.Secre- 
tary  of  State. 


TRINIDAD. 


Pensions  and 
Retired  Allowances. 

£.       $.  d. 

The  payments  here  returned  are  tho^e  made  by  the  Agent-general  in  F^gland  only. 

Paid  in  1887    - 

- 

2,543    4  10 

No  accounts  have  been  rendered  from  the  Colony  for  the  year  1837. 

—     18S8    - 

- 

2,543     4  10 

For  1838,  an  account  has  been  received  for  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  which  contains 
Retired  Allowances  and  Pensions  to  sundry  persons  for  2d  and  3d  quarter,    £.  184    4    - 

Edward  Murray,  from  April  to  November 197     3     6 

but  no  other  particulars  are  given,  and  no  vouchers  have  been  received. 

—     1889    . 

£. 

2,493  10    3 

For  the  year  1839,  an  account  has  been  received  for  the  1st  quarter  to  31st  March,  without 
vouchers;   that  account  contains,  *'  Retired  Allowances  and   Pensions  fur  4th  quarter 

7,579  19  11 

1838" £.286  18  10 

696. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


l8                                      PENSIONS, 

SUPERANNUATIONS,   . 

AND   RETIRED   ALLOWANCES, 

NAME. 

j      Retired 
1    Allowance. 

Dale. 

Age. 

Length  of 
Service. 

Office. 

Reasons  for  granting 
Allowance. 

Authority. 

Tbinid  A  D— coiUiniMd. 

1    £.       <.   d. 

Years. 

James  Chapmaa  -        .        • 

1,000    -    - 

JaD.  1832 

- 

29 

-  -  Secretary.  Registrar, 

Abolition  of  office    -       -  ^ 

and  Clerk  of  the  Council. 

Adam  Gordon       -        -        - 

572  11    6 

Jan.  1826 

- 

24 

Naval  Officer    - 

-    -    ditto      ... 

P.  Souper     -        -        -        - 

400    -    - 

Mar.  1836 

. 

20 

Colonial  Secretary     - 

Ill  health 

H.  Mackworth       ... 

826  13     4 

July  1836 

. 

36 

Alguazil  Mayor 

Services           -        -        , 

H.T.  Short 

244    -    - 

Apr.  1833 

.- 

6 

Colonial  Agent 

-  -  Consolidation  of  sepa- 

(Deceased 1839.) 

rate   agencies    in  the  ap- 
pointment of  Agents-gene- 

--H.M.Secre- 

ral  for  Crown  colonies. 

Edward  Murray    -        -        • 

333     6    8 

Apr.  1838 

~ 

17 

Registrar  of  Deeds  - 
-  -  Escribano   to    the 

Ill  health         .        - 

Uiy  of  State. 

F.  N.  West 

400     -    - 

July  1836 

- 

28 

111  health 

Courts  of  Justice. 

James  Meany        -        •        - 

266 

Aug.  1838 

- 

31 

Police  Maj^istrate      - 

111  health 

Benjamin  Hughes 

80     -    - 

Jan. 1838 

- 

15 

Chief  of  Police 

Abolition  of  office     - 

Alexander  Cross   -        .         - 

40    -    -     Jan.  1833 

- 

9 

-  -  Overseer  of  Go- 
vernment Negroes. 

Abolition  of  office     - 

James  Rossi          -        -        - 

20      -    -     Mar.  1828 

- 

- 

- 

Wound  received  at  a  review 

K.  Mathison 

100    -    - 

Jan.  1834 

■" 

11 

Citing  Officer   - 

Loss  of  office   •        -        - 

VoteofCouncU 

BRITISH  GUIANA. 


Pensions  and  Retired  Allowances. 


Paid  in  1837 

—  1838 

—  18S9 


£.  t.  d. 

3,380  -  - 

3,380  -  - 

1,030  -  - 

9.790  -  - 


NAME. 

Retired 
(A.) 

Allowance. 
(B.) 

Date. 

Age. 

Length  of 
Service. 

Office. 

Reasons  for  granting 
Allowance. 

Authority. 

€. 

£.     «.    d. 

Yeart, 

C.  HaUam      - 

700 

416  17    - 

1834 

- 

SO 

-  -  Vendue  Master  at 
Berbice. 

Revision  of  establishment 

Colonel  I  ones 

680 

404  19     3 

1831 

- 

10 

-  -  Colonial  Secretary 
at  Berbice. 

AboUtion  of  office     - 

i--H.M.Secie. 

W.D.Farr     -        - 

1,000 

595  10     8 

1834 

- 

28 

-  -  Ist  Marshal  at  De- 
merara. 

Revision  of  establishment 

laiy  of  State. 

F.  A.  Sullivan 

1,000 

595  10    8 

1833 

— 

80 

-  -  Secretary  and  Re- 
gistrar at  Demerara. 

-    -    ditto    -        -        -    . 

(A.)  By  the  Civil  List  Ordinance  passed  by  the  Governor  and  Court  of  Policy  of  Guiana,  and  confirmed  by  Her  Majesty,  the  sum  provided  for 
the  payment  of  Pensions  from  ist  January  1836  to  3lst  December  1840,  the  date  of  the  termination  of  the  Ordinance,  admits  only  of  the  pro- 
portional quotas  to  the  respective  parties,  as  stuted  in  Column  (B.)  The  deficiency,  being  the  difference  between  those  proportions  and  the  fiill 
amount  ol  Pension  given  in  Column  (A.),  is  made  up  from  the  Guiana  Relief  Grant,  voted  by  Parliament. 


CAPE  OF  GOOD  HOPE. 


Pensions,  Superannuations,  and  Retired  Allowances. 


Paid  in  1837 

—  1888 

—  1839 


£.  t.  d. 

9,518  11  1 

9,881  19  8 

2,658  8  8 


if  The  payments  for  1839  are  those 
I J  made  by  the  Agent  general  in  London 
11  only,  the  colonial  accounts  for  that 
I  lyear  nut  having  yet  been  received. 


jKAME. 

Retired             ^. 
Allowance.          ^*^*- 

Age. 

Leuith  of 
Service. 

Office. 

Reasons  for  granting 
Allowance. 

Authority. 

£.      «.    d. 

Yeart. 

C.Bird          .... 

600    -    -  '  June  1824 

. 

6 

Colonial  Secretary     - 

Supcranliuated 

Sir  R.  Plasket 

200     -    -     Dec.  1827 

. 

11 

Chief  Secretary 

-    ditto  -        •         -        - 

.-H.M.Secre. 

T.  P.  Courteuay     -        -        - 

350     -    -  ;  July  1833 

- 

20 

Agent  for  the  Colony 

-  -  Consolidation  of  sepa- 
rate agencies. 

taiy  ot  State  for 
the  Colonies,  k 

Sir  J.  Truter        ... 

600    -    -     Jan.  1828 

- 

16 

Chief  Justice    - 

Revision  of  establishments 

f  the  Loids  Com- 

W. Hiddingh 

2;o    -    -  .        — 

- 

22 

-  -  Member  of  the  late 
Court  of  Justice. 

-    •    ditto      ... 

missioners  df  the 

Treasury. 

J.  Neethling 

2)J     -    -  1         — 

_ 

13 

-    -    ditto 

-    -    ditto      - 

(Deceased.) 
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PAID    FROM    THE    COLONIAL    REVENUES. 
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NAME. 


Caf*  of  Good  Hope — c(m4. 
J.  C.  Fleck - 

J.  P.  Jurgeni       .  -        - 

R.  P.  Nichols       -  -        - 

D.  Denysscn         -  -        - 

J.  J.  Lind    -        -  -        - 

V.  Schomberg       -  -        - 

(Deceased.) 
W.T.  Berg 

W.  Bendnck 

A.  Lehmao  .        -  -        . 

(Died  in  Dec.  1838.) 

D.  Berrange         -  -        - 

D.  Kuvs      .        -  -        . 
G.  E.  Overbick    - 

F.  Munick    -        -  -        - 

C.  Blankenberg    .  .        - 
H.N.  Van  Breda 

P.  J.  Tauter         -  -        - 

J.  F.  Semirier      -  -        - 


G.  H.  Moasdorp   - 
J.  C.  Gie     . 

W.  Hart       - 

J.  H.  Fisher 

J.  G.  Cuyler 
Captain  D.  Campbell 

W.  M.Mackay    - 
H.Murpny  - 

P.  Korsten  - 

J.  G.  Aspeling     • 

J.  W.  Alleman     - 
C. lind       •       - 

J.  L.  Le  Sueur 
W.A.Wenlzel     - 
M.  Armstrong 


J.  A.  H.  Flack 


D.  Coolhaas 
J.  G.  Lindenberg- 
B.  de  Labat 
T.  King       - 

D.  Moodie  - 


C.  M.  Berg  - 

J.  Skirrow    - 
W.J.Klerck 

C.  Blair 
E.Maude    - 
J.  Hare 

A.DeSmidt 


S.  V.  Cloete 
A,  A.  Walter 
Dr.  G.  Thom 
J.  P.  Mentjiet 


W.J.Hoath 

(Died  in  Jan.  1837.) 
J.  Reed       ... 

J.  Rykheer  - 

(Died  in  April  1837.) 
Mrs.  Alexaodet     •        « 


»M. 


Retired 
Allowance 

Date. 

Age. 

1  ength  of 
Service. 

Office. 

Reasons  for  granting 
Allowance. 

Authority. 

£.     «. 

d. 

Yean, 

200    - 

- 

Jan.  1828 

- 

11 

-  -  Member  of  the  late 
Court  of  Justice. 

Revision  of  establishments^ 

70    - 

•" 

Jan.  1838 

— 

- 

.-Chief  Clerk  of  the 
late  Court  of  Justice. 

-    -    ditto      -        .        - 

87  10 

— 

May  1836 

— 

8 

-  -  Clerk  to  Clerk  of 
Council. 

-    -    ditto      -        -        - 

400    - 

- 

Jan,  1828 

- 

16 

Fiscal      -        .        . 

"    -    ditto      -        .        - 

160    - 

- 

-  ditto    - 

- 

11 

Deputy  Fiscal  - 

-    -    ditto      .        -        - 

200    - 

- 

-  ditto    - 

- 

- 

Sequestrator     - 

-    .    ditto      -        -        - 

100    - 

- 

Jan. 1835 

- 

7 

--Chief  Clerk  in  the 
office  of  the  Master  of 
the  Supreme  Court. 

-    -    ditto      -        -        - 

500     - 

- 

Jan.  1828 

- 

20 

Auditor-general 

-    -    ditto      . 

100    - 

- 

Apr.  1837 

- 

- 

-  -  Chief  Clerk  in  the 
Audit  Office. 

Superaimuated 

350    - 

- 

Mar.  1834 

- 

29 

-  -   President  of  the 
late  Orphan  Chamber. 

Revision  of  establishments 

75     - 

- 

Jan.  1828 

. 

. 

Member  of  the  same  - 

-    -    ditto      - 

7.5     - 

. 

-  ditto    - 

- 

-     -    ditto 

-    -    ditto      -        -        - 

75     - 

« 

-  ditto    - 

. 

. 

-     -    ditto 

-    -    ditto      -        -        - 

25     - 

. 

Mar.  1834 

- 

«* 

-    .     ditto 

-    -    ditto      ... 

90     - 

- 

- 

- 

cl 

--  Fourth   Clerk    in 
the  same. 

-         -        -        - 

100     - 

- 

Jan.  1828 

- 

• 

-  -  Secretary  to  the 
late  Burgher  Senate. 

-    -     ditto       - 

84     7 

6 

May  1826 

-   -   Member  of  the 
late  Insolvent  KsUtes 
Chamber. 

-    -    ditto      - 

116  13 

4 

July  1834 

.- 

20 

Director  of  the  Bank 

-     -    ditto       ... 

62  10 

- 

-  ditto    - 

— 

16 

--Book-keeper  of  the 
Lombard  Bank. 

-    -     ditto      ... 

22  10 

- 

-  ditto     - 

— 

- 

-  -  Teller  in  the  Dis- 
count Bank. 

-    -    ditto      -        -        - 

150     - 

- 

Jan.  1822 

— 

- 

Landdrost  of  Tulbagh 

--  Revision  of  establish- 
ments, and  infii-mity. 

150    - 

- 

Jan.  1828 

- 

22 

Ditto  of  Uitenhage    - 

Revision  of  establishments 

200    - 

- 

Apr.  1839 

~ 

17 

•  Civil  Commissioner, 
Albany. 

Services  -        -        -        - 

166  13 

4 

July  1834 

- 

10 

Ditto,  Cape  District  - 
-  -  Resident  Magis- 

Revision of  establishmenU 

200    - 

- 

Apr.  1830 

- 

22 

-    -    ditto      - 

trate,  Stellenbosch. 

40    - 

- 

July  1884 

- 

6 

Clerk  to  the  same 

-    -    ditto      - 

175     - 

- 

-  ditto    . 

- 

6 

-  .  Resident  Magis- 
trate,  Swellendaro. 

-    -    ditto      . 

--H.M.Secre- 

60    - 

_ 

-  ditto    - 

_ 

7 

Clerk  to  the  same     - 

-    -    ditto      ... 

tary  of  State  for 

175     - 

- 

Nov.  1836 

- 

30 

-  -  Resident  Magis- 
trate, Simon's  Town. 

Superannuated 

the      Colonies, 
^and  the    Lords 

150     - 

_ 

July  1834 

« 

, 

Ditto,  Worcester 

Revision  of  establishments 

Commissioners 

125    - 

.. 

-  ditto    - 

- 

7 

Ditto,  George  - 

-    -    ditto      -        -        . 

of  the  Treasury. 

60    - 

" 

Jan.  1838 

6 

-  -  Resident  Justice  of 
Peace  at  Port  Eliza- 
beth. 

Superannuated 

70    - 

^ 

July  1834 

* 

-  .  Clerk  to  the  Clerk 
of  the  Peace  at  Swel- 
lendam. 

Revision  of  establishments 

70    - 

- 

July  1836 

- 

8 

Ditto,  George  - 

-    .    ditto      -        -        - 

60    - 

- 

Oct.  1836 

- 

•         • 

Ditto,  Stellenbosch    - 

-    .    ditto      ... 

40     - 

- 

Jan.  1886 

- 

8 

Ditto,  Worcester 

-    -    ditto      -        -        - 

18  15 

- 

July  1834 

— 

- 

-  -  Second  ditto.  Cape 
Town. 

.    .    ditto      -        -        . 

150    - 

■" 

Jan.  1838 

IS 

-  -  Protector  of  Slaves 
of  the  Eastern  Division. 

-  -  Revision  of  establish- 
ments,  until  an  opportunity 
may  offer  of  recalling  him 
into  the  public  service. 

50    - 

- 

July  1884 

-" 

- 

-  -  Assistant  Protector 
of  Slaves,  Cape  Town. 

Revision  of  establishments 

125     - 

- 

-  ditto    - 

- 

H 

Government  Architect 

-    .    ditto      ... 

200    - 

- 

Jan.  1828 

- 

13 

-  -  Collector  of  Tithes 
and  Transfer  Dues. 

-    -    ditto      ... 

466    - 

_ 

July  1836 

- 

28 

Collector  of  Customs  - 

-    •    ditto      ... 

160    - 

^ 

Apr.  1837 

- 

10 

Searcher  of  Customs  - 

-    -    ditto      ... 

60    - 

- 

July  1888 

.  — 

-  -  Warehouse  Keeper 
ofCustoms,CapeTowo. 

.    -    dkto      ... 

50    - 

■ 

May  1888 

' 

' 

-.  First  Clerk  in  the 
Office  of  Collector  of 
Customs. 

.  .  Temporary  allowance, 
in  the  expectation  that  an 
opportunity  will  ofier  of  em- 
ploying him  in.  some  situa. 

tion  under  GovemmenL 

75     - 

. 

Jan.  1828 

-. 

_ 

Wharf  Master  - 

Revision  of  establishments 

20    - 

. 

July  1836 

.. 

• 

Tide  Waiter      - 

-    .    ditto      - 

150    - 

.. 

Sept  1835 
July  1834 

- 

17 

Minister  of  Tulbagh  - 
-  -  Clerk  to  the  Clerk 

-    -    ditto      -        .        . 

30     - 

. 

- 

• 

•    .    ditto      - 

of  the  Peace,  Graaff 

Reinet. 

40    - 

- 

-  ditto    - 

- 

- 

--Clerk  to  Resident 
Magistrate  at  Somerset. 

-    .    ditto      ... 

35    - 

.- 

- 

- 

• 

--Teacher  of  the  Free 
School,  Tulbagh. 

7  10 

- 

July  1828 

- 

- 

Dutch  Teacher - 

800    ' 

_ 

Apr.  1818 

_ 

. 

•         •        •         . 

-  -  Widow  of  Colonial  Se- 

cretary. 
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PENSIONS,    SUPERANNU^ATIONS,    AND    RETIRED    ALLOWANCES, 


NAME. 


Retired 
Allowance. 


Date. 


Age. 


Length  uf 
Service. 


Office. 


ReaBons  for  granting 
Allovtrance. 


Authority. 


Capb  op -Good  Hope— co/id. 
Mra .  Sheridan       •        •        - 

Mrs.  Duckett        -        .        - 
Mrs.  Scholtr  -        -        - 

Mrs.  M.  Kuys       -        -        - 

Mrs.  Kicherer      '-        -        - 
Mrs.J.  A.  .schutz 

(Died  in  June  1838.) 

Mrs.  C.  Moll  i      - 

Mrs.  Ballot-        .        -  - 

Mrs.  D.  Evans     -        .  - 

Mrs.  Stoltz  .        -        .  • 

(Died  August  1837.) 

Mra.  Meeding       .        .        - 

Mrs.  Von  Butlar  -        -        - 

T.  Mosseit  -        -        -        - 

J  J.  Swanepoel    -        -        - 

J.  P.  Rouse  -  -  -  - 
H.  Clopmuts  -  -  - 
T.  Smit  -  .  -  - 
L.  Koopman  -  -  - 
Pensions  to  discharged  Non> 
commissioned  Officers  and 
Privates  of  the  Cape  Corps. 

Colonial  Audit  Office  : 

Apportionment  of  Superannua- 
tion Allowances  granted  to 
Persons  formerlv  belonging 
to  the  Colonial  Audit  Office. 


£.     «.  d. 

aoo  •-  - 

150    -  - 

27    -  - 

27    -  - 

ar    -  - 

27    -  - 

27    -  - 

27    -  - 

27     -  - 

22  10  - 

22  10  - 

26  -  - 

27  -  - 

1  17  6 

L  17  6 

d6  10  - 

36  10  - 

36  10  - 


188 


Sept.  1818 

April  1823 
July  1828 
-  Previous 
to  1814. 
Jan.  1826 
OcU  1821 


-  Previous 
to  1814. 


Jan. 1817 


Jan.  1807 
Dec.  1817 


Mar.  1825 
Jan.  1828 


-  -  Widow  of  Colonial  Pay- 
master. 

Widow  of  an  Agriculturist 
Widow  of  a  Clergyman     - 

-  -    ditto      *        -        . 


ditto 
ditto 


ditto 


-  •  The  rates  of  pension  vary 
from  2</.  to  4 1  d.  per  diem. 


Hottentot  Captain 

-  -    ditto 

-  -    dilto 


-  -    ditto      - 

-  .  ditto  -  -  . 
•  -  Widow  of  a  Field  Com- 
mandant. 

-  -  Widow  of  the  late  Go- 
vernment Resident  at  Plet- 
tenberg*s  Bay. 

-  -  Widow  of  Ensign  Von 
Butlar,  Cape  Regiment. 

'  •  Wounded  apprehending 
a  felon. 

-  -  Wounded  in  pursuit  of 
rebels. 

-  -    ditto      - 


-  -  The  pensions  granted  on 
the  abolition  of  this  office 
are  charged  upon  the  four 
colonies  of  Ceylon,  Mau- 
ritius, the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  Malta. 
For  particulars,  see  Malta. 


H.M.Secre. 
ttiyofStitefor 
the  Colonies, 
and  the  Lonh 
CommusioiKn 
of  the  Adffli- 
ralty. 


NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 


Paid  in  1897 

—  1838  

—  1839  

Total    -    -    -    £. 


Pensions, 

Superannuations, 

and   Retired 

Allowances. 


£.  s.  d. 

495  -  - 

961  13  4 

281  17  - 


1,738  10     4 


The  payments  for  1837,1838,  and 
1839,  comprehend  only  those  made  by 
the  Agent-general  in  England,  the 
colonial  accounts  for  the  respective 
years  not  having  been  received. 


NAME. 


Mrs.  Thomson 

Mra,  I^win .        -        - 

Mrs.  Cobb  -        -        - 

Mn.  Jamieson 

(Died  July  1838.) 
Sir  F.  Forbes 

Mrs,  King    -        -        - 
Mre.  Mileham 

Mr.  Taber  - 

Mr.  Harper  -       •        « 
John  Butcher  (deceased) 


{ 


Retired 
Allowance. 


£.    «. 
to    - 

60    - 


40  - 

700  - 

200  - 

100  - 

60  - 


20 
50 
18 


Date. 


July  1826 
1824 

1815 

July  1837 

1808 
1824 


1  Dec.  1836 


Age. 


Length  of 
Service. 


Yean. 


14 


42 


Office. 


-  -  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court. 


-  •  Master   of  public 
school  ac  Sydney. 

-  Clerk  of  St.  Philip's 
church,  Sydney. 

-  -  Master  of  public 
school  at  Windsor. 
Constable 


Reasons  for  granting 
Allowance. 


-  -  Widow  of  Surgeon  J. 
Thomson. 

.-Widow  of  Mr.  John 
Lewin,  in  consideration  of 
his  services  in  the  colony. 

-  -  Widow  of  Ellis  Bent, 
e»q»,  late  Judge  Advocate. 

-  -  Widow  of  Surgeon  Tho- 
mas Jamieson. 

Ill  health 

Widow  of  Governor  King 
Widow  of  Surgeon  Mileham 


Authority. 


.     H.M.Secre- 
'  tary  of  Sttte. 
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VAN  DIEMEN'S    LAND. 


Pensions, 

Superannuations, 

and  Retired 

Allowances. 

Paid  in  1887 

—  1838  

—  1889 

£.     1.    d. 
766  18    9 

726  18    9 

500    -    - 

The  payments  for  1819  are  thow 
made  by  the  Agent-general  in  Lon- 

year  not  having  yet  been  received* 

Total    -    -    -    £. 

1,98$  17    6 

NAME. 

Retired 
Allowance. 

Date. 

Age. 

Length  of 
Service. 

Office. 

Reasons  for  granting 
Allowance. 

Authority. 

£.      1.    d. 

Ytars. 

Rev.  R.  Knopwood 

100    -    - 

Prior  to  1826 

- 

19 

Chaplain  -        -        * 

Services  - 

William  Gunn      -        .        - 

70    -    - 

Priortol826 

- 

- 

- 

.  -  For  loss  of  an  arm  in 
pursuit  of  tie  bush-rangers. 

William  Fletcher  -        -       - 
Oliver  Smith         ... 

10    -    - 
25    -    - 

Priortol826 

"" 

. 

Constable 

Overseer  -       -        - 

Age        .       -        .        - 
Age       -       -       -       - 

—  H.M.Secf«. 
taryofSute  for 
the  Colonies. 

E.  Griffin     .       -       -       - 

20    -    - 

-    1    9 

per  day. 

Feb.  1836 

- 

- 

Pilot       -       .        - 

Age       .       -       .       - 

R.Comns  .        .        -        - 

licut-col.  Sorell  -       -        - 

500    -    - 

May  1824 

- 

8 

Lieutenant-governor  * 

Services          .       -       ., 

Audit  Office,  t  June  1840. 


F.  o.  JjBfcnt* 
H.  F.  LuttreU. 
J.Otbam. 


Colonial  Office,  Downing-street,\ 
4  July  1840.  J 


R.  VERNON  SMITH. 
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LEEWARD   ISLANDS. 


RETURN  to  an  Address  of  the  Honourable  Th«  House  of  Commons, 
dated  a8  February  1840  \—foT^ 


Copies  or  Extracts  of  all  Correspondence  of  Sir  W.  M.  G.  Colebrookey 
Governor-General  of  the  Leeward  Islandsj  with  Lord  Glenelg,  on  the 
subject  of  the  Convention  of  a  General  Council  and  Assembly  in 
the  Leeward  Islands. 


Colonial  Office  Downing-streeU  ^   VERNON  SMITH. 

5  Apnl  1840.  J 


(Mr.  Brotherton.) 


Ordered,  by  The  House  of  Commons,  to  be  Printed, 
5  August  1840. 


IPrice  Is.  4</.] 


^^^'  Under  20  oz. 
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SCHEDULE. 

LEEWARD  ISLANDS. 

No.  DATE.  SUBJECT.  PAQB. 

1.  Viscount  Goderich  to  Sir  E.MacGregor  ii  Feb.    1833  Transmitting   Commission   appointing  Sir   E.  Mac- 

Gregor  to  the  Government  of  the  Leeward  IsUnds ; 
establishment  of  a  General  Council  and  Assembly  •      1 

.  2.  Sir  W.  Colebrooke  to  Lord  Glenelg    -  14  June  1837  ^^  ^^^  Legislatures  of  the  different  Islands,  and  re* 

commending  a  General  Council  and  Assembly       •       1 

3.  Lord  Glenelg  to  Sir  W.  Colebrooke    -13  Aug.  1837  Answer  to  the  preceding  Despatch,  conveying  Autho- 

rity  to  convene  the  General  Legislature         .        •      4 

4.  Sir  W.  Colebrooke  to  Lord  Glenelg     -    6  July    1837  Transmitting  Letter  from  Lieutenant-Governor  Light ; 

incorporation  of  Dominica  into  the  General  Legis- 
lature        --•-.---4 

5.  Lord  Glenelg  to  Sir  W.  Colebrooke     -  28  Sept.  1837  Answer  to  preceding  Despatch,  approving  the  incor- 

porating of  Dominica  in  the  Leeward  Islands  Go- 
vernment    -•-----•5 

6.  Sir  W.  Colebrooke  to  Lord  Glenelg    -  21  July    1837  Observations  on  the  subject  of  a  General  Council      -      6 

7.  Sir  W.  Colebrooke  to  Lord  Glenelg    -     3  Aug.   1837  Further  considerations  on  the  subject  of  a  General 

Assembly    --------6 

8.  Lord  Glenelg  to  Sir  W.  Colebrooke     -  27  Sept.  1837  As  to  the  best  means  of  including  Dominica  in  the 

General  Assembly        .•.---      6 

9.  Sir  W.  Colebrooke  to  Lord  Glenelg    -  24  Aug.  1 837  Enclosing  Reply  from  the  President  of  Tortola  to  the 

Governor's  Circular,  respecting  the  printing  of  the 
Laws  -.-.--.-7 

10.  Sir  W.  Colebrooke  to  Lord  Glenelg    •  16  Nov.  1837  Respecting  the  Measures  taken  for  convening  a  Ge- 

neral Assembly    -        -        -        -        -        -        -11 

11.  Lord  Glenelg  to  Sir  W.  Colebrooke    -  28  Dec.    1837  Answer  to  preceding  Despatch,  approving  the  course 

adopted  by  the  Governor,  and  concurring  in  the 
importance  of  a  uniform  system  of  Legislation         •    13 

IS.  Sir  W.  Colebrooke  to  Lord  Glenelg    -    9  Dec.   1837  Transmitting  Bill  for  altering  the  Qualification   of 

Electors  in  Dominica,  with  Memorial  from  Inha- 
bitants praying  for  its  rejection     -        -        •        •IS 

13.  Sir  W.  Colebrooke  to  Lord  Glenelg    -  22  Nov.    1838  Remarks  on  the  Bill  introduced  into  the  Assembly  of 

Dominica,   to  amend   the  Representation  of  that 
Island         -------•^o 

14.  Lord  Glenelg  to  Sir  W.  Colebrooke    -    6  Feb.    1838  Answer  to  Despatch  of  9  December  1837  -        -    33 

15.  Sir  W.  Colebrooke  to  Lord  Glenelg    -  30  Dec.   1837  "^^^  Governor's  Reasons  for  convening  the  General 

Assembly    --------23 

16.  Sir  W.  Colebrooke  to  Lord  Glenelg    -  30  Dec.   1837  ^^  ^^  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of 

Antigua -35 

17.  Sir  W.  Colebrooke  to  Lord  Glenelg    -  so  Jan.    1838  Reporting  further  Proceedings  with  the  Local  Legis- 

latures, with  Memorials  of  Inhabitants  and  Electoral 
Returns      -------.    ^g 

18.  Lord  Glenelg  to  Sir  W.  Colebrooke    -  28  Feb.    1838  Containing  Instructions  to  relinquish  the  Design  of 

convening  a  General  Assembly      -        -        •        -    52 

19.  Sir  W.  Colebrooke  to  Lord  Glenelg    -  19  Jan.    1838  Enclosing  Correspondence  respecting  the  House  of 

Assembly  of  Dominica  -        •        -        -        -    53 

20.  Sir  W.  Colebrooke  to  Lord  Glenelg    -    6  Feb.    1838  Respecting  the  Proceedings  of  the  Council  and  As- 

sembly of  Antigua       •-•---    53 
ti.  Sir  W.  Colebrooke  to  Lord  Glenelg    •    8  Feb.    1838  Result  of  the  Elections  in  the  Leeward  Islands  *    54 

22.  Lord  Glenelg  to  Sir  W.  Colebrooke  -  7  April  1838  Concurring  in  the  opinion  of  the  Governor  of  the  pro- 
bable Advantages  from  the  meeting  of  the  Conven- 
tion   .-------•63 
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«3.  Sir  W.  Colebrooke  to  Lord  Glenelg    -    9  Feb.    1838  Enclosing  Memorial  firom  the  Council  and  Assembly 

of  Antigua,  and  other  Documents  •        •        -    64 

44.  Sir  W.  Colebrooke  to  Lord  Glenelg    -    3  Mar.  1838  Detailing  the  further  Measures  taken  for  convening 

the  General  Assembly  -        -        -        -        -    71 

S5.  Lord  Glenelg  to  Sir  W.  Colebrooke    -  18  April  1838  Answer  to  preceding  Despatch         -        •        •        -    83 

36.  Sir  W.  Colebrooke  to  Lord  Glenelg    -    4  Mar.   1838  Transmitting  Memorials  from  the  Council  and  Assem- 
bly of  St.  Christopher  -        -        -        •        -    84 

97.  Sir  W.  Colebrooke  to  Lord  Glenelg    -    s  April  1838  Regarding  the  Disputes  in  Dominica,  and  enclosing 

Correspondence  with  the  Lieuc-Govemor     -        •    95 

s8.  Sir  W.  Colebrooke  to  Lord  Glenelg    -     3  April  1838  Transmitting  Memorial  from  the  Freeholders  of  An- 
tigua, to  be  laid  before  Her  Majesty      -        -        -    95 

tQ.  Sir  W.  Colebrooke  to  Lord  Glene]g    -     3  April  1838  Reporting  the  Appointment  of  the  General  Council- 
lors     101 

30.  Sir  W.  Colebrooke  to  Lord  Glene]g    -    5  April  1838  Enclosing  Petition  to  the  Queen  from  the  Council 

and  Assembly  of  Antigua    -        •        -        -        -  loa 

31.  Sir  W.  Colebrooke  to  Lord  Glenelg    -  19  April  1838  Announcing  Dissolution  of  the  General  Council  and 

Assembly,  and  Remarks  respecting  the  Local  As- 
semblies in  the  Leeward  Islands   -        -        -        -  104 

33.  Lord  Glenelg  to  Sir  W.  Colebrooke    -  31  May   1838  Acknowledging  receipt  of  preceding  Despatch  •  108 

33.  Sir  W.  Colebrooke  to  Lord  Glenelg    -  26  April  1838  Enclosing  Letter  from  the  Clerk  of  Assembly,  &c.  108 

34.  Sir  W.  Colebrooke  to  Lord  Glenelg    -    8  May    1838  Transmitting  Memorial  from  the  Speaker  of  the  House 

of  Assembly  of  Montserrat,  to  be  laid  before  The 
Queen        ...••...109 

35.  Sir  W.  Colebrooke  to  Lord  Glenelg    -  15  May    1838  Enclosing  Correspondence  with  the  Lieut.-Govemor 

of  Dominica,  on  the  subject  of  the  Dissolution  of 
the  House  of  Assembly        -        -        -        -        -110 

36.  Sir  W.  Colebrooke  to  Lord  Glenelg    -     1  June  1838  Requesting  to  be  released  from  the  necessity  of  obtain- 

ing the  Consent  of  the  Local  Legislatures  to  the 
exercise  of  Her  Majesty's  Prerogative  -        -        -112 

37.  Lord  Glenelg  to  Sir  W.  Colebrooke    -  18  July    1838  That  it  would  be  injudicious  to  revive  the  discussion 

of  a  General  Council  at  present    -        •        -        •  x  is 

38.  Sir  W.  Colebrooke  to  Lord  Glenelg    -  15  Sept.  1838  That  the  Convention  of  the  General  Assembly  should 

depend  on  the  approval  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment   ...113 

39.  Lord  J.  Russell  to  Sir  W.  Colebrooke  -    6  April  1840  Requesting  the  Governor  to  bring  to  England  any 

Documents  which  may  throw  further  light  on  the 
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40.  Sir  W.  Colebrooke  to  Lord  J.  Russell  -  15  April  1840  Resuming  the  Plan  for  convening  a  General  Leeward 
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views  on  the  subject  of  Provisional  Legislation      -  113 

41.  Lord  J.  Russell  to  Sir  \V.  Colebrooke  -     1  June   1840  Reply  to  preceding  Despatch,  informing  the  Gover- 

nor that  the  undertaking  would  be  supported         •  117 
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Copies  or  Extracts  of  all  CORRESPONDENCE  of  Sir  W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke, 
K.c.H,  Governor-General  of  the  Leeward  Islands^  with  Lord  Glenelgj  on  the 
subject  of  the  Convention  of  a  General  Council  and  Assembly  in  the 
Leeward  Islands. 


—  No.  l.~ 
(No.  1.) 

Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Viscount  Goderich  to  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  M.       \fl^^^^ 
MacGregor^  Bart,  k.c.b.  ;  dated  Downing-street,  11  February  1833.  * 

1HAVE  the  honour  herewith  to  transmit  to  you  a  Commission  under  the  No.  i.. 

Great  Seal,  appointing  you  Governor  of  His  Majesty's  Islands  of  Antigua, 
St.  Christopher,  Dominica,  Nevis,  Tortola,  and  Montserrat,  together  with  the 
instructions,  under  His  Majesty's  Sign  Manual,  to  which  that  Commission 
refers. 

Amongst  the  many  important  subjects  connected  with  His  Majesty^s  West 
India  colonies,  to  which  the  circumstances  of  the  present  times  have  called  my 
attention,  a  prominent  place  has  been  occupied  by  the  inconvenience  resulting 
from  the  division  of  those  possessions  into  so  many  distinct  governments. 

Were  it  likely  to  be  acceptable  to  the  respective  islands,  it  would  not  be  diffi- 
cult to  show  that  advantages  essential  to  their  good  government  would  be  deriv- 
able from  a  more  complete  consolidation  of  their  institutions  than  His  Majesty 
has  the  power  of  effecting  by  his  prerogative. 

Not  only  the  executive,  but  the  legislative  and  judicial  functions  of  several  of 
the  West  India  communities,  might  be  brought  to  centre  in  one  Assembly  and 
in  one  Court,  with  great  benefit  to  the  public  interests. 

It  is  not  now  for  the  first  time  that  some  of  the  more  serious  difficulties  arising 
from  a  contrary  system  have  been  noticed.  Twice  in  the  history  of  those  settle- 
ments a  temporary  consolidation  took  place  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  different 
Leeward  Islands ;  but  the  General  Assembly  did  not  supersede  the  different  local 
Assemblies,  which  very  soon  after  resumed  their  separate  functions.  The  islands 
were  also,  until  a  comparatively  recent  period,  placed  under  the  authority  of  a 
single  governor ;  but  shortly  after  the  close  of  the  last  war  they  were  again  dis- 
solved into  separate  governments,  and  such,  to  the  present  time,  they  have 
continued. 

The  time  has  now  arrived  for  reverting,  as  far  as  His  Majesty's  prerogative 
extends,  to  this  principle  of  consolidation.  A  general  union  of  the  Assemblies, 
and  the  erection  of  supreme  tribunals,  administering  justice  throughout  the  whole 
range  of  islands,  are  measures  to  which,  at  present,  I  confine  myself  to  stating, 
that  though  fully  sensible  of  the  great  advantages  they  appear  to  promise,  His 
Majesty  has  not  authority  to  introduce  them  by  the  unaided  exercise  of  his  own 
prerogative.  But  the  combination  of  the  different  governments  in  the  person  of 
the  same  officer  is  an  arrangement  clearly  within  the  powers  of  the  Crown,  and 
has  been  effected  by  the  Commission  which  accompanies  this  despatch. 

That  instrument  applies  to  the  old  Leeward  Island  government,  with  the 
addition  of  the  Island  of  Dominica. 

(signed)         Goderich. 


—  No.  2.— 
(No.  26.) 

Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  W.  M.  G.  ColebrooJce,  k.c.h.  to         No.  2. 
Lord  Glenelg;  dated  Government-House,  Antigua,  14  June  1837. 

The  position  in  which  I  find  myself  placed  in  assuming  the  cliarge  of  this 

government,  in  relation  to  the  several  communities  which  are  comprehended  in 

595.  B  it 

Digitized  by  VnOOQlC 

J 


2  CORRESPONDENCE:— CONVENTION  OF 

LEEWARD       it,  have  led  me  to  recur  to  the  views  of  His  Majesty^s  Government  in  reuniting 

ISLANDS.       the  Leeward  Islands  under  one  general  administration. 

*'*'~~*^  In  Lord  Goderich's  despatch,  No.  1,  of  the  11th  February  1833,  his  Lordship 

observed,  "  that  the  time  had  arrived  for  reverting,  so  far  as  His  Majesty's  pre- 
rogative extended,  to  the  principle  of  consolidation ;"  and  his  Lordship  expressed 
his  opinion  of  the  advantages  that  would  result  from  a  general  reunion  of  the 
legislative  and  judicial,  as  well  as  of  the  administrative  powers. 

It  did  not,  however,  appear  to  Lord  Goderich  that  His  Majesty  could  effect 
these  changes  by  the  unaided  authority  of  the  Crown ;  but  as  he  adverted  to  the 
fact  that  a  temporary  consolidation  had  twice  taken  place  in  the  Legislatures  of 


may  be  honoured  with  your  Lordship'i 

In  consolidating  the  government  of  the  Leeward  Islands,  it  will  readily  occur 
to  your  Lordship,  that  if  the  executive  authority  of  the  several  Grovernors  and 
Lieutenant-governors  had  previously  been  restricted  within  narrow  limits,  under 
the  laws  and  usages  of  the  existing  Legislatures,  that  of  the  controlling  Govern- 
ment was  likely  to  be  exercised  under  circumstances  still  less  favourable  for  the 
accomplishment  of  any  general  measures  of  importance. 

The  personal  relations  of  the  Governor  with  the  legislative  bodies  in  the  dif- 
ferent islands  might,  by  occasional  but  transient  visits,  be  renewed  from  time  to 
time ;  but  it  was  scarcely  to  be  expected  that  his  personal  influence  or  exertions 
could  avail,  even  on  important  occasions,  as  a  counterpoise  to  the  local  feelings 
which  grow  up  in  small  and  detached  communities,  having  no  common  interest 
to  bind  them. 

It  would  seem,  from  the  manner  in  which  legislative  business  is  conducted  in 
the  Assemblies,  that  they  were  originally  constituted  on  a  principle  in  some 
degree  analogous  to  that  of  the  common  councils  in  corporate  towns.  The 
Legislature  of  Antigua,  for  example,  is  always  in  session.  Its  ordinary  meetings 
are  held  upon  one  day  in  every  month,  and'  sometimes  once  in  a  fortnight ;  and 
although  perhaps  sumcient  for  the  ordinary  business  devolving  on  a  common 
council,  it  is  obviously  inadequate  for  the  purposes  of  general  legislation. 

When  a  sense  prevails  of  the  necessity  or  urgency  for  the  adoption  of  a  par- 
ticular measure,  the  forms  are  apt  to  be  dispensed  with;  but  when  no  such 
feeling  exists,  it  is  manifest  that  these  may  become  an  interminable  obstacle  to 
the  dispatch  of  public  business ;  and  were  it  not  for  the  general  intelligence  and 
public  spirit  of  several  gentlemen  who  take  a  lead  in  the  Assembly,  I  am  justi- 
fied in  concluding  that  such  would  be  the  invariable  result. 

I  am  further  strengthened  in  the  views  that  I  have  taken  of  the  original  con- 
stitution of  the  local  Assemblies,  by  reference  to  the  practice  of  investing  their 
committees  with  administrative  functions. 

Amongst  the  general  laws  for  the  Leeward  Islands  which  are  still  in  force,  is 
included  the  Act  of  the  7th  June  1705,  to  settle  General  Councils  and  General 
Assemblies,  and  to  secure  to  the  particular  islands  their  peculiar  laws  and 
customs ;  and  this  law  must  be  considered  as  much  in  force  at  this  day  as  that 
under  which  the  four-and-a-half  per  cent,  duty  is  collected. 

The  latest  occasion  on  which  it  appears  that  this  General  Assembly  was  called 
together,  was  to  take  into  consideration  the  Resolutions  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons of  the  6th  of  April  1797,  for  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  slaves;  and 
an  Act  was  passed  on  the  16th  April  1798,  by  the  General  Assembly  then 
convened,  which  is  commonly  known  as  the  Amelioration  Act  (38  Geo.  3, 
No.  36). 

On  the  same  principle,  I  cannot  but  regret  that  on  the  adoption  of  so  great  a 
measure  by  Parliament  as  the  abolition  of  slavery,  that  the  auxiliary  enactments 
required  to  give  effect  to  the  Imperial  Act  were  not  passed  in  a  General  Assembly 
called  for  the  purpose,  and  which  would  have  given  unity  and  effect  to  the 
administration  of  a  law  of  this  importance,  if  it  had  not  led  to  the  adoption  of  a 
comprehensive  measure  for  the  liberation  of  the  apprentices  upon  the  principle 
adopted  in  Antigua. 

Considering  the  influence  which  the  condition  of  this  community  would  be 
likely  to  exercise  through  the  proceedings  of  a  General  Assembly  if  again  ^con- 
voked, I  cannot  but  consider  the  time  to  have  arrived  when  this  mode  of 
general  legislation  should  be  adopted.  The  Act  of  1705,  to  settle  General 
Councils  and  Assemblies,  having  provided  for  preserving  local  laws  and  customs 

which 
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which  respect  only  the  circumstances  of  the  same,  would  leave  full  power  of      ^5?^^P 
general  legislation  binding  upon  all  the  islands,  even  where  the  members  of  par-        INLANDS. 
ticular  islands  did  not  attend ;  and  I  could  readily  point  out  occasions  where  the       — — — 
intervention  of  such   an  authority  has  been  required  to  secure  the  ends  of 
government. 

It  might  be  sufficient  to  advert  to  what  has  recently  occurred  in  the  Virgin 
Islands,  where  the  Assembly  has  refused  to  meet,  and  to  vote  the  necessary  sup- 
plies for  sustaining  credit,  and  to  forward  measures  essential  to  the  government, 
and  security  of  the  settlement ;  and  I  have  recently  received  from  the  President 
of  Montserrat  a  resolution  of  the  Assembly,  remonstrating  against  the  neglect  of 
the  Council  of  that  island  to  meet  for  the  dispatch  of  business.  There  is  scarcely 
an  Act  sent  up  for  my  approval,  in  relation  to  subjects  of  general  interest,  which 
does  not  contain  proofs  of  the  advantages  that  would  have  attended  the  delibera- 
tions upon  it  being  reserved  for  a  General  Assembly ;  and  while  there  may  be 
local  Acts  which,  from  experience  of  their  advantages  may  be  desirably  extended 
in  their  operation,  it  would  be  competent  for  the  General  Assembly  to  adopt 
them,  as  indeed  was  the  practice  at  former  periods. 

By  calling  them  together  at  particular  periods  of  the  year,  forms  would  neces- 
sarily be  adopted  better  calculated  for  the  dispatch  of  business ;  and  the  experi- 
ence of  the  advantages  of  a  general  legislature  would  progressively  lead  to  the 
limitation  of  the  functions  of  the  local  legislatures,  and  probably  to  the  amalga- 
mation of  their  councils  and  assemblies  in  a  form  which  would  be  more  favour* 
able  to  unanimity  and  public  spirit. 

In  the  appointment  of  many  leading  members  of  the  several  communities  to 
the  Legislative  Councils,  their  influence  is  withdrawn  from  the  Assemblies* 
where  it  might  be  usefully  exerted ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  by  preserving  exist- 
ing forms  of  independent  legislatures,  there  is  a  jealousy  in  one  class  of  society 
to  the  free  admission  of  others  in  the  management  of  local  afiairs,  by  which  the 
spirit  of  improvement  would  be  fostered.  The  executive  functions  also,  which 
are  incompatible  with  their  present  extensive  powers  of  legislation,  would  be  con- 
genial to  their  forms  as  incorporated  councils. 

One  general  result  would  attend  the  change,  that  the  Executive  government 
would  be  intrusted  with  the  administration  of  general  laws,  and  that  those  laws 
would  provide  for  the  due  regulation  of  their  internal  afiairs  by  the  local  com- 
munities under  a  controlling  authority. 

It  is  in  no  degree  my  desire  to  withdraw  from  the  local  communities  the  duties 
and  responsibilities  which,  in  the  spirit  of  the  English  constitution,  ought  to 
devolve  upon  them ;  and  when  I  appeal  to  the  Corporation  Act,  which  was  passed 
during  my  administration  in  the  Bahamas,  your  Lordship  will  not  attribute  to 
me  a  disposition  to  undervalue  the  municipal  institutions  which  constitute  so 
important  a  part  of  the  English  constitution,  but  I  wish  to  promote  a  general 
assimilation  in  the  laws  by  which  they  are  governed,  and  which,  without  invad- 
ing any  privilege  with  which  the  separate  legislatures  are  invested,  would  more 
effectually  provide  for  the  general  welfare  of  all  classes. 

The  establishments  maintained  in  the  different  islands  will  progressively  be 
reduced,  a  change  much  required  in  the  present  state  of  their  finances,  while 
provision  may  be  made  for  the  expenses  of  the  general  government,  for  which 
it  is  now  impossible  to  provide  otherwise  than  by  application  to  Parliament. 
Indeed  I  can  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring  to  your  Lordship,  that  if  no  greater 
resources  had  been  at  my  disposal  in  the  Bahamas  Islands  than  I  can  command  as 
the  Governor  of  the  Leeward  Islands,  I  could  have  efiected  but  little  for  the 
general  benefit  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  judicial  and  magisterial  circuits,  from  which  so  many  advantages  resulted, 
were  established  by  means  of  the  grants  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  govern- 
ment ;  and  I  entertain  no  doubt  that  a  general  legislature  in  the  Leeward  Islands 
would  facilitate  the  adoption  of  a  system  which  would  be  equally  favourable  to 
their  improvement. 

Impelled  by  the  various  considerations  of  advantage  which  were  contemplated 
on  the  formation  of  the  general  government,  and  from  an  anxious  desire  to  find 
a  corrective  for  the  evils  which  I  observe  to  exist,  I  submit  to  your  Lordship 
whether  it  may  not  be  desirable  that  a  general  council  and  assembly  for  the 
Leeward  Islands  be  called,  and  I  shall  hope  to  receive  your  Lordship's  instruc- 
tions on  the  subject  in  time  to  act  upon  them  at  the  close  of  the  hurricane 
season. 

595.  B  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1.EEWARD 
ISLANDS. 


CORRESPONDENCE:— CONVENTION  OF 

—  No.  3.  — 


(No.  7.) 


j^^  2^  Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  W.  M.  G.  Cole- 

hrooke,  k.c.h. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  13  August  1837. 

I  HAVE  received  your  despatch,  No.  26,  of  the  14th  June,  in  which  you  bring 
under  my  consideration  the  various  reasons  which  induce  you  to  recommend  the 
revival  of  a  General  Council  and  Assembly  for  the  Leeward  Islands. 

I  have  to  inform  you  in  answer,  that  I  entirely  concur  in  the  opinion  main- 
tained by  the  Earl  of  Ripon,  that  the  welfare  of  the  several  small  communities 
comprising  the  Leeward  Islands  government  would  be  best  promoted  by  a  con- 
solidation of  their  institutions,  whether  executive,  judicial,  or  legislative.  The 
establishment  of  one  governor-general  for  the  whole  group  of  islands  appears  to 
have  been  in  a  ereat  measure  attended  with  the  advantage  which  Lord  Ripon 
anticipated.  The  consolidation  of  the  courts  of  justice  is  arrested  only  by  the 
refusal  of  the  legislature  of  Antigua  to  proceed  with  that  measure,  every  other 
colony  embraced  within  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  having  passed 
laws  for  accepting  it.  The  union  of  the  legislatures,  which  was  the  last  of  the 
measures  contemplated  by  Lord  Ripon,  would  not  be  completely  effected  by  act- 
ing upon  the  statute  of  1705  ;  first,  because  that  Act  contemplates  the  continu- 
ance  of  the  separate  as  well  as  the  collective  assemblies ;  and  secondly,  because 
it  does  not  extend  to  the  island  of  Dominica.  As,  however,  the  calling  together 
the  legislatures  of  Antigua,  St.  Christopher's,  Nevis,  Montserrat,  and  the  Virgin 
Islands  for  the  regulation  of  the  common  concerns  of  all  of  those  colonies  would 
be  a  measure  in  furtherance  of  the  general  principle  on  which  Lord  Ripon,  and 
his  successors  in  ofiice,  have  acted ;  and  as  by  Acts  of  the  Central  Legislature, 
and  of  the  island  of  Dominica,  that  colony  might  readily  be  added  to  the  list  of 
the  constituent  bodies,  it  does  not  appear  to  me  that  there  is  any  objection  to 
summon  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Leeward  Islands,  I  am  on  the  contrary 
disposed  to  anticipate  considerable  advantage  from  that  measure. 

In  conveying  to  you  authority  to  convene  the  General  Legislature  of  the  Lee- 
ward Islands,  I  must  however  be  understood  as  assuming  two  conclusions,  each 
of  which  will  deserve,  and  must  receive  your  mature  reflection. 

The  first  is,  that  there  is  no  general  or  local  law  which  would  forbid  the  revi- 
val of  the  system  of  1705  and  1797.  On  that  question  you  should  consult  the 
law  officers  of  the  Crown  in  each  of  the  islands  interested  in  the  question.  The 
second  is,  that  there  are  questions  of  common  concern  to  the  whole  of  the  Lee- 
ward Islands  of  sufficient  variety  and  importance  to  justify  the  expenditure  and 
trouble  of  which  the  measure  of  bringing  together  their  representatives  must  be 
productive.  This  is  a  point  on  which  I  cannot  undertake  to  affirm  or  to  deny  any- 
thing with  the  confidence  necessary  for  guiding  your  conduct,  and  I  willingly 
refer  the  consideration  and  decision  of  it  to  yourself. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         Glenelg. 


—  No.  4.  — 
(No.  44.) 

Ho,  4.  Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke,  K.c.n.  to 

Lord  Glenelg. 

Government  House,  Antigua, 
My  Lord,  6  July  1837. 

In  reference  to  the  subject  of  my  despatch  of  this  date,  (No.  42.),  I  enclose 
to  your  Lordship,  together  with  my  reply,  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have 
received  from  Lieutenant-governor  Light,  dated  Dominica,  24th  June ;  the  lat- 
ter part  of  which  exemplifies  the  defective  character  of  the  Legislature  of  that 
island,  as  at  present  constituted. 

As  Dominica  is  not  one  of  the  islands  which  were  included  in  the  former 
Leeward  Island  government,  should  a  General  Assembly  be  convened,  it  would 
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become  necessary  to  pass  an  Act  to  admit  of  its  incorporation,  and  to  invite  the  LEEWARD 

Legislature  of  Dominica  to  assent  thereto,  unless  your  Lordship  should  consider  ISLANDS, 

it  preferable  to  effect  this  object  by  reference  to  Parliament.  — — — 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         JV,  M.  G.  Colebrooke. 


Enclosure  1,  in  No.  4. 
(Extract.) 

Government-House,  Roseau,  Dominica,        Each  1   in  No.  4. 
Sir,  24  June  1837.  '    ' 

The  absence  of  all  police,  except  those  attached  to  the  stipendiary  magistrates,  requires 
remedy.  The  Assembly  passed  a  Pohce  Bill,  and  provided  for  a  police  magistrate  and 
police  men  in  February  last;  it  was  sent  up  to  the  Council,  but  from  the  irregularity  of  the 
meetings,  and  the  supineness  of  the  members,  and  notwithstanding  I  have  twice  in  privy 
council  called  upon  them  to  decide  upon  it,  it  is  yet  unpassed. 

The  Legislature  here  has  two  sessions  per  annum,  of  six  months  each.  The  first  session 
closes  on  the  30th  of  June.  If  the  work  of  the  last  session  is  not  terminated  by  the 
Council  or  by  the  other  party,  before  the  close  of  the  session,  the  whole  work  has  to  be 
recommenced.  This  is  likely  to  be  the  fate  of  the  Pohce  Bill,  and  of  a  Vagrant  Bill  now 
before  the  Council,  and  I  have  no  means  of  remedying  the  evil. 

The  House  of  Assembly  is  permanent  until  dissolved ;  a  member  is  chosen  for  life,  or 
until  dissolution. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Henry  Light, 
His  Excellency  Lieutenant-Governor. 

Sir  Wm.  M.  G.  Colebrooke. 


Enclosure  2,  in  No.  4. 
(Extract.) 

Sir,  Government  House,  Antigua,  3  July  1837.         End.  2,  in  No.  4. 

Your  observations  regarding  the  Police  Bill  merit  the  most  serious  consideration.  From 
the  defects  arising  from  local  legislation,  and  still  more  from  that  supineness  which  has,  in 
some  instances,  proved  so  injurious  to  the  public  interests,  I  have  recommended  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  that  I  should  have  authority  to  convene  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Leev^ard  Islands,  and  if  my  proposal  is  acceded  to,  I  hope  that  the  Council  and  Assembly 
of  Dominica  will  appreciate  the  advantages  that  would  arise  from  being  included  in  an 
arrangement  which  would  not  divest  them  of  any  local  privilege,  while  it  would  strengthen 
the  hands  of  the  Government  for  the  advancement  of  the  general  welfare. 

I  have,  &c 
(signed)         Wm.  M.  G.  Colehroohe. 
His  Excellency  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
of  Dominica. 


—  No.  5. — 
(No.  17.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  W.  M.  G.  Cole-  j^r^^  ^ 

brookey  k.c.h. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  28  September  1837. 

I  HAVE  received  your  despatch,  No.  44,  of  the  6th  July,  and  its  enclosures, 
in  which  you  propose,  as  Dominica  was  not  included  in  the  former  Leeward 
Island  Government^  that  an  Act  should  be  passed  by  the  General  Assembly, 
when  convened,  for  the  purpose  of  incorporating  it  with  the  other  islands,  unless 
I  preferred  effecting  that  measure  by  Parliamentary  enactment. 

I  am  disposed  to  think,  that  in  the  event  of  your  being  able  to  succeed  in  over- 
coming the  difficulties  which  may  oppose  the  convention  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Leeward  Islands,  the  addition  of  members  from  Dominica  would  be  most 
conveniently  effected  in  the  manner  proposed  in  the  first  of  the  two  sugj^estions 
you  have  made ;  that  is,  not  by  Parliamentary  interference,  but  by  Acts  to  be 
passed  by  the  General  Assembly,  and  by  the  Legislature  of  Dominica. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Glenelg. 
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—  No.  6.  — 

(No.  57:) 

No.  6.  Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke,  k.c.h.  to 

Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Antigua,  21  July  1837. 

In  the  expectation  of  your  Lordship's  sanction  to  my  calling  together  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Leeward  Islands,  as  recommended  in  my  despatch  of 
the  14th  ultimo,  general.  No.  26,  it  is  proper  that  I  should  bring  under  your 
consideration  the  necessity  which  will  arise  of  appointing  new  members  to  the 
General  Council. 

From  the  interval  which  has  elapsed  since  they  were  last  assembled,  it  is 
improbable  that  any  of  the  members  are  now  living  and  resident  within  these 
islands.  On  this  point  I  will  obtain  precise  information ;  but  the  occasion  is 
one  of  which  it  will  be  desirable  that  advantage  should  be  taken  to  reconstitute 
a  Board,  which  would  enter  cordially  into  the  spirit  of  the  great  changes  in  pro- 
gress, and  the  measures  which  are  required  to  give  full  effect  to  the  intentions  of 
Parliament. 

In  the  interval  I  shall  hope  to  become  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  gentle- 
men who  are  likely  to  be  the  candidates,  to  enable  me  to  recommend  with  con- 
fidence those  whose  appointment  would  be  attended  with  public  advantage. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         fF.  M.  G.  Colebrooke. 


—  No.  7.— 
(No.  71.) 

No.  7.  Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke,  k.c.h.  to 

Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Antigua,  3  August  1837. 

Since  forwarding  my  despatch  of  the  6th  July,  Dominica,  No.  44,  in  which 
I  proposed  that  the  inhabitants  of  Dominica  should  elect  members  for  the 
General  Assembly,  under  a  resolution  of  the  local  legislature,  I  have  received  a 
copy  of  the  laws  of  that  island,  from  which  it  appears  that  by  a  Royal  proclama- 
tion of  the  7th  of  October  1763,  letters  patent  were  issued  under  the  Great  Seal 
to  erect  the  government  of  Grenada,  comprehending  the  Islands  of  Grenada, 
the  Grenadines,  St.  Vincent,  Tobago,  and  Dominica. 

The  authority,  therefore,  of  a  Royal  proclamation  may  be  considered  sufficient 
to  effect  the  object;  and  I  submit  to  your  Lordship,  if  my  impression  is  correct, 
that  in  issuing  such  a  proclamation,  it  should  recite  the  Act  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  7th  of  June  1705,  No.  28,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  settle  General 
Councils  and  Assemblies  for  the  Charibbee  Islands,"  &c. ;  the  proclamation  of 
the  King  in  Council,  of  the  7th  of  October  1763,  erecting  certain  governments, 
and  amongst  them  the  government  of  Grenada,  including  the  Island  of  Dominica, 
and  the  commission  under  the  Great  Seal,  establishing  the  general  government 
of  Antigua  and  other  islands,  in  1833.* 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         JV.  M.  G.  Colebrooke. 


—  No.  8.  — 
(No.  16.) 

No.  8.  Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  /T.  M.  G.  Cole- 

brooke^ K.C.H. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  27  September  1837. 

I  HAVE  received  your  despatch.  No.  71,  of  the  31st  of  August,  in  which  you 
bring  under  my  consideration  the  means  of  including  Dominica  in  the  General 
Assembly  for  the  Leeward  Islands,  which  it  has  been  proposed  to  convene. 

I  apprehend 

^  Vide  Despatches,  6  February  1838,  page  33 ;  2  April  1838,  page  95. 

Digitized  by  VnOOQlC 


A  GENERAL  COUNCIL  AND  ASSEMBLY.  7 

I  apprehend  that  the  proclamation  referred  to  of  1763  must  be  considered  as       LEEWARD 
an  irrevocable  act,  except  in  so  far  as  it  may  be  altered  by  the  consent  of  the        ISLANDS, 
representatives  of  the  people  of  the  various  colonies  to  which  it  relates,  or  so  far       — — — 
as  the  popular  privileges  which  it  secured  to  the  various  colonies  collectively 
may  be  enlarged  in  fevour  of  any  particular  colony.     That  proclamation  has 
been  long  regarded  in  the  light  of  a  charter  by  the  colonies  conquered  in  the 
war  of  1756.     Experience  has  indeed  shown  that  the  arrangements  made  by  it 
were  in  several  respects  improvident,  and  they  have  been  accordingly  altered 
both  in  British  North  America  and  in  the  West  Indies ;  but  those  alterations 
have  invariably  been  made  in  one  or  other  of  the  two  modes  already  mentioned. 
A  Royal  proclamation  subjecting  the  people  of  Dominica  to  laws  to  be  made  in 
the  Gfeneral  Assembly  of  the  Leeward  Islands,  would  to  a  certain  extent  narrow 
and  restrain  the  rights  already  vested  in  the  local  legislature ;  and  their  consent 
to  the  alteration  appears  to  me,  under  these  circumstances,  indispensable. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Glenelg. 


—  No.  9.— 

(No.  89.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  JV.  M.  G.  Cokhroohe,  k.c.h.  No.  9. 

to  Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Antigua,  24  August  1837. 

I  TRANSMIT  to  your  Lordship  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from 
the  President  of  the  Virgin  Islands,  enclosing  the  reply  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
to  a  circular  application  which  I  had  made  for  copies  of  the  laws  in  force  in  the 
several  islands  under  this  Government,  as  alluded  to  in  my  despatch,  general. 
No.  64. 

I  readily  assent  to  the  objection  of  the  Assembly  to  making  a  further  manuscript 
copy  of  the  laws  of  these  islands,  but  the  inconvenience  to  which  the  Governor  is 
subject,  when  called  on  to  approve  of  Bills  whereby  the  laws  in  force  may  be 
affected,  and  the  uncertainty  attending  the  administration  of  justice  where  the 
laws  are  only  in  manuscript,  render  it  of  extreme  importance  that  some  prac- 
ticable remedy  should  be  applied. 

In  the  Virgin  Islands  and  in  Montserrat,  there  being  no  printing  presses,  the 
laws  are  not  easily  accessible ;  and  within  the  other  islands  under  this  govern* 
ment  the  later  enactments  which  are  in  force  have  only  been  partially  printed. 

I  have  accordingly  addressed  a  circular  instruction  to  the  Lieutenant-governor 
of  Dominica  and  the  Presidents  of  the  islands  to  leeward,  to  bring  the  subject 
under  consideration  of  the  Legislatures. 

In  the  early  proceedings  of  the  General  Assembly  of  these  islands,  I  observe 
that  a  practice  prevailed  of  making  general  the  Acts  of  particular  islands  which 
were  applicable  to  the  others ;  and  if  these  assemblies  had  been  continued,  I  en- 
tertain no  doubt  that  a  code  of  laws  would  at  this  time  have  prevailed  throughout 
these  islands,  which  would  have  been  accessible  to  the  authorities  who  are  called 
<m  to  reform  and  to  administer  them,  as  well  as  to  the  people  who  are  bound  to 
obey  them. 

In  the  present  relation  of  the  Governor  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  different 
islands,  it  must  be  obvious  to  your  Lordship  how  very  tardy  and  uncertain  must 
be  the  progress  of  legislation,  the  protracted  delays  in  some  situations  being  often 
as  fatal  to  measures  as  the  refusal  in  others  to  entertain  them. 

In  the  enclosed  letter,  which,  I  have  circulated  on  occasion  of  the  meeting  of 
the  new  Assemblies,  I  have  recommended  several  measures  to  be  brought  forward, 
having  previously  explained  the  principles  under  which  they  would  be  advan- 
tageously introduced. 

I  had  recommended  them  to  the  late  Assembly  in  this  island,  where  the  intel- 
ligent inhabitants  are  favourable  to  their  adoption,  and  they  form  but  a  small 
part  of  those  improvements  which  are  called  for  to  meet  the  changes  of  society 
which  are  in  progress. 

A  General  Assembly,  if  convened,  would  possess  the  advantage  of  being  un- 
fettered in  regard  to  those  forms  which  obstruct  the  proceedings  of  the  local 
Assemblies,  and  by  the  previous  decisions  of  the  latter  in  particular  questions, 
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LEEWARD       they  would  be  bound  to  consider  the  measures  proposed  more  with  reference  to 
ISLANDS.        general  principles  than  to  local  feelings,  and  to  adopt  such  steps  as  would  tend 
to  forward  rather  than  to  retard  the  public  business. 

I  should,  therefore,  not  unreasonably  hope,  with  their  assistance^  to  improve 
the  laws  of  the  islands,  to  give  them  publicity,  and  to  bring  into  general  opera- 
tion such  local  Acts  as  have  proved  beneficial. 

In  regard  to  the  administration  of  justice,  it  is  important  that  I  should  point  out 
to  your  Lordship  the  situation  in  which  the  new  circuit  court  would  be  placed  in 
being  called  on  to  administer  the  various  laws  in  force  in  these  islands,  and  of  which 
they  could  acquire  no  previous  knowledge,  except  where  they  have  been  printed. 
Even  the  local  courts  are  exposed  to  some  difiiculty  in  this  respect,  and  the  de- 
gree of  uncertainty  which  pervades  the  decisions  of  magistrates  may  be  inferred 
from  the  fact  that  the  magistrates  at  Nevis,  being  unable  to  refer  to  the  Acts  in 
force,  allege  this  as  an  excuse  for  not  citing  the  clauses  of  the  Acts  under  which 
they  commit  offenders  to  prison. 

I  had  required  this  to  be  done  in  calling  for  returns  of  commitments  for  various 
offences,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  state  of  crime  in  the  Leeward  Islands. 

To  guard  against  irregularity  in  the  administration  of  the  abolition  laws,  I 
have  required  that  the  sentences  recorded  in  the  journals  of  the  special  magistrates 
should  be  certified  by  the  law  officers  to  be  in  conformity  to  those  laws. 

It  has  been  my  object  in  this  despatch  to  point  out  some  of  the  obstacles  which 
are  opposed  to  the  improvement  of  these  islands,  and  the  removal  of  which  de- 
pend at  present  altogether  upon  the  disposition  of  the  local  Legislatures. 

I  enclose  some  of  the  explanatory  letters  which  I  have  circulated  in  regard  to 
the  measures  which  I  have  recommended  to  their  attention. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         W.  M.  G.  Colehrooke. 


Enclosures  in  No.  9. 


(A.) 
Sir,  Tortola,  14  August  1837. 

Ends,  in  No.  o.  The  Legislature  having  met  on  the  9th  instant,  several  messages  which  I  had  at  different 
times  sent  to  them  when  they  were  expected  to  assemble,  and  which  had  been  with  the 
Council  for  some  time;  among  the  rest,  one  which  was  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  your  Ex- 
cellency's despatch  of  the  29th  of  May,  requesting  to  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  all  the 
Acts  in  force  m  these  islands  ;  I  am  at  last  enabled  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  with  the 
result  of  their  deliberation  thereon,  communicated  to  me  in  a  letter  from  the  Speaker,  copy 
of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  hand  your  Excellency  enclosed. 
^^^^^J^-"^  (signed)        Wm.  Rogers  Isaacs^ 

^ — "  President  administering  the  Oovemment 

To  his  Excellency  of  the  Virgin  Islands. 

Sir  W.  M.  G.  Colehrooke,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
Antigua. 


Sir,  Road  Town,  Tortola,  11  August  1837. 

I  AM  instructed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  honour's 
despatch,  and  also  one  from  the  Governor-general,  in  which  his  Excellency  requests  to  be 
furnished  with  copies  of  all  the  Acts  of  the  Virgin  Islands. 

This  House  begs  most  respectfully  to  say,  that  having  no  press  in  these  islands,  a  large 
expense  would  be  mcurred  to  have  the  Acts  copied ;  and  as  tne  required  number  of  copies 
have  always  been  transmitted  to  the  Governor-general  of  every  Act  as  soon  as  passed,  they 
cannot  recommend  such  an  expenditure. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Tho$.  Marsh,  Speaker. 
To  his  Honour  the  President 
adm'uiistering  the  Government  of  the  Virgin  Islands. 


(B.) 

Sir,  Government  House,  Antigua,  17  August  1837- 

3  June,  14  August,      Adverting  to  the  several  letters  of  the  dates  specified  in  the  margin,  I  request  that  jrou 
i5Augu&t,gr»  July,  ^vill  take  occasion  of  the  first  meeting  of  the  Legislature,  to  bring  under  their  consideration, 

and 
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and  to  recommend  that  Bills  should  be  passed  for  the  following  objects,  where  adequate        LEEWARD 
provision  may  not  already  have  been  made  by  law :  ISLANDS. 

1.  A  Bill  for  the   revision  of  the  Penal  Laws,    in  conformity  to  the  late  English 
Enactments. 

2.  A  Bill  to  invest  the  Magistrates  with  adequate  powers  for  preserving  the  Peace  in 
their  respective  Districts,  and  for  the  summary  disposal  of  Minor  Offences. 

3.  A  Bill  for  the  establishment  of  an  improved  system  of  Discipline  in  Gaols  and  Houses 
of  Correction. 

4.  A  Bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  Stipendiary  Town  Police,  and  the  appointment  of 
Rural  Constables. 

5.  A  Bill  for  the  appointment  of  an  effective  Militia  for  Local  Defence,  and  to  aid  the 
Preservation  of  the  Public  Peace. 

6.  A  Bill  to  provide  for  the  incorporation  of  "  Savings  Banks  and  Friendly  Societies." 

7.  A  Bill  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  construction  and  repairs  of  Roads  and 
Bridges,  and  the  appointment  of  a  Civil  Engineer. 

8.  A  Bill  to  provide  for  the  due  observance  of  the  Sabbath. 

9.  A  Bill  to  provide  for  the  general  Instruction  of  the  Youth  of  the  Colony. 

I  have,  8cc. 
To  the  President  of .  (signed)         W.  M;  G.  Cokbrooke. 


(C.) 
Sir,  Government  House,  Antigua,  3  July  1837. 

I  ENCLOSE  to  you  the  copy  of  a  communication  which  I  have  had  occasion  to  make  to  the 
President  of  the  Virgin  Islands,  with  the  object  of  drawing  your  attention,  and  that  of  the 
Council  and  Assembly,  to  the  revision  which  may  be  required  in  the  criminal  laws  of 

I  have,  &c. 
The  President  of .  (signed)        IV.  M.  G.  Coiebrooke. 


(a.) 

Sir,  Government  House,  Antigua,  1  July  1837. 

I  HAVE  received  your  letter  of  the  25th  May,  enclosing  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench  and  Grand  Sessions,  and  minutes  of  evidence  on  the  trial  of  a  man 
named  Powley,  who  has  been  capitally  condemned  for  sheep-stealing,  and  recommended  to 
mercy  by  the  jury.  I  entirely  approve  of  your  having  commuted  the  sentence  of  death  for 
12  months'  imprisonment,  with  hard  laboui*. 

From  a  similar  state  of  the  criminal  law  in  this  island,  I  have  recently  taken  occasion  to 
bring  under  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature  the  expediency  of  a  revision  of  it,  in  confor- 
mity to  the  principles  recognized  in  Acts  of  Parliament  now  in  force  in  Great  Britain. 

1  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  the  Message  to  the  Council  and  Assembly;  and  I  recommend 
to  you  to  availyourself  of  the  first  favourable  opportunity  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Legis-  "'^•*'-«*^...£fc) 
lature  of  the  Virgin  Islands  to  this  important  suoject. 

Meanwhile  I  will  observe  to  you,  as  a  general  rule,  that  no  capital  sentence  ought  to  be 
carried  into  execution  for  an  offence  not  made  capital  in  England. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  President  of  Tortola.  (signed)         W.  M.  G.  Coiebrooke. 


(6.) 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  to  this  House,  the  President  and  Board  of  Council,  and  to 
his  Honour  the  Speaker  and  House  of  Assembly. 

Government  House,  15  June  1837. 

From  the  attention  which  has  been  given  by  Parliament  to  the  improvement  of  the  cri- 
minal laws  of  England,  and  the  spirit  with  which  this  important  subject  has  been  taken  up 
in  some  of  the  dependencies  of  the  Crown,  I  request  the  early  attention  of  your  Honourable 
Houses  to  the  importance  of  effecting  such  a  revision  of  the  penal  laws  of  this  island,  as  will 
remove  the  objections  which  at  present  apply  to  some  of  them  ;  and  thus  facilitate  the  admi- 
nistration of  justice  in  a  manner  calculated  to  lead  to  the  more  effectual  repression  of 
crime. 

I  am  well  aware  that  the  subject  has  not  been  overlooked  by  you,  and  that  some  valuable 
amendments  have  already  been  made ;  but  recent  occurrences  have  impressed  me  strongly 
with  a  conviction  of  the  importance  of  effecting  a  more  general  revision,  by  the  substitution 
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LEEWARD  of  moderate  and  reformatory  punishmeDts,  for  others  which  are  proved  to  be  calculated 
ISLANDS.  to  call  forth  the  public  sympathy  in  a  manner  to  render  their  strict  enforcement  imprac- 
■'  ticable. 

I  would  draw  your  attention,  in  particular,  to  the  expediency  of  mitigating  the  severity  of 
some  of  the  existing  laws  for  the  protection  of  property,  and  for  the  enforcement  of  engage- 
ments ;  and  I  take  occasion  to  suggest  an  amendment  of  the  laws  for  the  punishment  of 
frauds,  whereby  the  abohtion  of  civil  imprisonment  for  debt  might  the  more  easily  be 
effected. 

In  accomplishing  these  changes,  I  recommend  to  you  the  expediency  of  adopting  the  per- 
spicuous and  comprehensive  forms  of  the  later  English  enactments,  in  order  that  a  know- 
ledge of  the  laws  may  be  more  readily  acquired,  and  their  application  more  effectually 
ensured. 

(signed)         W.M.G.  Cokbroohe. 


(D.) 
(Circular.) 
Sir,  Government  House,  Antigua,  11  August  1837. 

Her  Majesty  having  been  graciously  pleased  to  issue  Her  proclamation,  calling  upon 
all  her  subjects,  and  especially  those  in  authority,  to  take  measures  for  the  encouragement 
of  piety  and  virtue,  and  for  the  preventing  and  punishing  of  vice,  profaueness,  and  immo- 
rahty,  I  request  your  earnest  attention  to  this  important  subject,  and  that  measures  may  be 
taken  in  the  Island  of  for  the  due  and  solemn  observance  of  the  Lord's-day,  and 

for  the  suppression  of  all  dissolute,  immoral,  and  disorderly  pmctices ;  and,  if  it  should 
appear  to  you  that  the  law  may  be  insufficient  to  enable  the  magistrates  to  enforce  these 
ODservances,  you  will  bring  the  subject  under  the  early  consideration  of  the  Legislature. 

I  have  further  to  request  that  you  give  due  publicity,  in  the  Island  of  ,  to  the 

commands  of  Her  Majesty,  calling  upon  all  magistrates  to  be  assisting  in  the  execution 
of  them. 

I  have,  &c 
(signed)         W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke. 


(E.) 
(Circular.) 
Sir,  Government  House,  Antigua,  21  August  1837. 

The  attention  which  has  been  given  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  the  means  of  pro- 
moting education  in  the  colonies,  and  the  liberal  support  which  has  been  obtained  nom 
Parliament,  from  religious  and  other  societies  in  England,  and  from  some  of  the  Colonial 
Legislatures,  in  aid  of  this  important  object,  have  prompted  me  at  this  time  to  request  that 
you  will  bring  before  the  Uouncil  and  Assembly  at  the  measures  which,  if 

adopted  by  them,  would  favour  the  growth  of  those  principles,  and  the  diffusion  of  that 
knowledge  on  which  the  welfare,  industry,  and  happiness  of  these  communities  must  hence- 
forth mainly  depend. 

Establishments  holding  out  the  means  of  instruction  in  the  higher  branches  of  education 
may  be  formed  upon  the  plan  of  the  proprietary  schools,  now  common  in  England ;  and, 
from  the  circumstances  ot  many  respectable  families  in.the  colonies,  they  have  a  just  claim 
to  public  support. 

This  assistance  is,  however,  in  a  greater  degree  required  in  the  formation  of  primary  or 
parochial  schools,  where  the  indigent  classes  may  generallv  obtain  for  their  children  such 
religious  and  general  instruction  as  is  afforded  in  the  schools  which  are  now  established. 

To  aid  this  important  object,  by  interesting  the  higher  and  more  influential  classes, 
I  recommend  the  formation  of  a  Board  of  Public  Instruction  to  assist  you,  as  their  presi- 
dent, in  carrying  out  these  views ;  and  I  should  hope  that  the  Legislature  would  be  induced 
to  place  at  your  disposal  a  fund  to  enable  you  to  give  effect  to  them. 

The  principle  adopted  by  Her  Majesty's  Government,  in  the  application  of  the  funds 
granted  by  Parliament,  has  been  to  dispense  them  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  religious  societies; 
and  such  a  principle,  by  encouraging  the  appropriation  of  charitable  funds,  would  be  judi- 
ciously adopted  in  the  application  of  colonial  funds. 

In  communicating  to  you  these  general  views,  you  will  be  guided,  in  their  application,  by 
local  peculiarities. 

In  communities  where  the  people  have  ready  access  to  large  schools,  these  are  to  be  pre- 
ferred as  generally  more  efficient  and  more  economical ;  but  where  the  population  is  scat- 
tered, a  number  of  small  schools  may  be  required.  The  most  simple  arrangements  shouM 
in  these  cases,  be  made,  it  being  more  essential  to  provide  that  all  should  receive  some 
instruction,  and  acquire  the  habits  of  attention  and  order,  than  that  a  few  should  be  more 
efficiently  instructed. 

Recommending  the  subject  to  your  zealous  support,  and  relying  on  the  disposmoa  of  the 
Legislature  to  co-operate  with  you  in  an  undertakmg  of  this  importance, 

I  have,  8lc. 
The  President  of .  (signed)         W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke. 
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LEEWAHD 
(F.)  ISLANDS. 

Sir,  Government  House,  Antigua,  21  August  1837. 

The  altered  relations  of  society  consequent  on  the  abolition  of  sTayerv  in  these  colonies, 
having  occasioned  a  very  general  feeling  of  the  necessity  of  adopting  efiectual  measures  for 
maintaining  order  and  a  respect  for  the  laws,  I  am  desirous  at  this  time,  when  a  new  assembly 
is  about  to  be  convened,  to  put  you  in  possession  of  my  views  of  the  principles  by  which 
such  measures  ought  to  be  regulated. 

I  have  had  occasion  to  observe  that  the  formation  of  a  stipendiary  police  is  generally  con- 
sidered to  be  a  necessary  establishment  in  the  present  circumstances  of  these  islands,  and 
for  the  security  and  tranquillity  of  the  towns,  such  a  force  may  be  required. 

In  situations  where  commerce  draws  together  a  promiscuous  and  transient  population,  it 
is  impracticable  to  depend  wholly  upon  the  gratuitous  services  of  the  inhabitants,  altbou(^ 
these  may  be  available  on  extraordinary  occasions,*  and  a  well-organized  and  appointed 
police,  at  all  times  vigilant  and  alert,  has  accordingly  been  found  extremely  useful  in  towns. 

In  the  rural  districts  the  circumstances  are  wholly  different ;  the  inhabitants  of  all  classes 
who  are  resident  in  them,  are  known  to  each  other,  and  where  the  magistracy  are  invested 
with  adequate  authority  for  preserving  the  public  peace,  and  for  the  summary  trial  of  minor 
offences,  the  appointment  in  the  several  localities  of  a  number  of  rural  constables,  selected 
irith  a  due  regard  to  character,  and  not  standing  in  any  relation  which  would  disqualify 
them  for  the  independent  discharge  of  their  duties,  has  proved  fully  efficient. 

A  sense  of  responsibility  in  the  local  communities,  leading  to  a  vigilant  observance  of  the 
conduct  of  strangers,  and  the  support  of  the  magistrates  in  upholding  the  laws,  will  in  such 
situations  afford  better  security  than  can  be  derived  fi'om  a  stipendiary  police,  which  is  objec- 
tionable on  the  ground  of  the  heavy  expense  attending  it,  although  the  appointment  of  some 
mounted  policemen  attached  to  the  town  force  may  be  an  usenil  auxiliary.  As  a  means 
for  the  suppression  of  tumults  and  disorders  when  they  may  arise,  the  appointment  of 
a  militia  force  is  desirable,  and  by  regulating  the  strength  of  the  militia  in  each  division^ 
the  number  of  the  men  called  out  annually  may  admit  of  reliefs,  and,  if  well  officered,  their 
efficiency  would  be  insured  by  the  establishment  of  depots  of  arms  at  proper  stations,  and 
by  alarms  for  the  prompt  assemblage  of  the  men  when  required. 

The  magistrates  should  possess  full  powers  to  act  when  required  for  the  preservation  of 
the  peace,  and  for  the  suppression  of  disorders,  and  the  rural  constables  would  assist  them 
in  the  apprehension  of  all  offenders. 

The  jurisdiction  of  the  magistrates  would  properly  extend  over  such  offences  as  are  cog* 
nizable  by  one  or  two  magistrates  in  England. 

In  recommending  such  measures  to  the  Legislature  where  adequate  provision  may  not 
have  been  already  made,  I  request  that  you  will  keep  in  view  the  foregoing  principles  in 
sending  up  any  Bills  for  my  approval. 

The  authority  with  which  the  special  magistrates  are  invested  in  certain  cases,  has  led  to 
an  erroneous  impression  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  their  jurisdiction,  which  is  exclusively 
limited  to  cases  arising  between  apprentices  and  their  employers  under  the  Act  for  abolishing 
slavery;  and  where  these  magistrates  are  included  in  the  general  commission  of  the  peace, 
they  cannot  legally  exercise  any  authority  which  is  not  conferred  by  the  laws  upon  all  other 
roaeistrates,  and  which  does  not  extend  in  common  to  every  class  of  the  community. 

From  these  considerations  you  will  appreciate  the  importance  of  the  measures  which 
I  have  recommended  to  your  attention,  and  which  I  feel  assured  shall  have  your  zealous 
support  with  the  Legislature. 

I  have,  &c. 

To  the  President  of (signed)         W.  M.  G.  Cciebrooke. 


—  No.  10.— 
(169.)  No.  10. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke,  k.c.h.  to 

Lord  GleTielg. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Antigua,  16  Nov.  1837. 

On  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  despatch  (General,  No.  7),  of  the  13th  August, 
in  answer  to  mine  of  the  14th  June,  conveying  to  me  authority  to  convene  the 
General  Assembly  of  these  islands,  I  did  not  delay  to  refer  to  the  several  islands 
comprehended  under  the  old  Leeward  Island  Government  for  the  opinion  of  the* 
law  officers  of  the  Crown,  to  ascertain  whether  there  was  any  general  or  local 
law  which  would  forbid  the  revival  of  the  system  of  1706  and  1797. 

I  have 


^  Much  advantage  has  also  heen  derived  from  the  appointment  of  respectable  householders  as 
consubles  in  some  towns;  the  stipendiary  police,  with  whom  they  co-operate,  being  chargeable  on. 
the  general  revenue. 
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LEEWARD  I  have  already  received  the  answers  from  Montserrat,  Nevis,  and  St.  Christo- 

ISLANDS.       pher,  and  also  from  the  Solicitor-general  of  Antigua>  to  the  efiect  that  there  is  no 

•"~-"— —       general  or  local  law  now  in  force  in  any  of  these  islands  to  prevent  the  return  of 

members  to  serve  in  the  General  Assembly  under  the  Act  of  1705,  or  to  preclude 

that  Assembly  being  called  together  for  the  regulation  of  their  common  concerns, 

as  in  1797. 

I  am  in  daily  expectation  of  an  answer  from  Tortola,  and  as  I  do  not  anticipate 
any  deviation  from  the  opinions  received  from  the  other  islands,  I  shall  be  pre- 
pared to  convene  the  General  Assembly  early  in  the  ensuing  year. 

In  order  to  satisfy  your  Lordship  of  the  utility  and  importance  of  bringing 
together  the  representatives  of  the  different  islands,  it  may  be  sufficient  to  advert 
to  some  of  the  questions  of  general  concern  which  would  engage  their  attention. 
From  my  several  despatches  relative  to  the  working  of  the  apprentice  system, 
your  Lordship  is  aware  that  considerable  anxiety  prevails  in  regard  to  the  effects 
of  the  liberation  of  the  non-prsedials  in  August  1838,  and  I  have  not  hesitated  to 
express  my  hope  that  the  local  l^islatures  may  be  prepared  at  that  time  to  esta- 
blish a  svstem  of  voluntary  labour.  It  is,  however,  to  be  regretted,  that  little 
progress  has  hitherto  been  made  in  preparing  for  such  a  change ;  and  laws  passed 
in  the  several  islands  for  this  purpose  have  been  open  to  objections  which,  income 
cases,  led  to  their  being  disallowed. 

The  principal  obstacles  to  the  abolition  of  the  system  of  apprenticeship  proceed 
from  an  erroneous  impression  of  the  effects  of  the  arrangements  in  Antigua,  and  an 
apparent  inability  to  comprehend  the  precise  nature  of  the  laws  required  to  meet 
th^  change ;  and  when  I  observe  to  your  Lordship,  that  an  opinion  exists  in  Mont- 
serrat,  an  island  within  sight  of  Antigua,  that  the  system  has  here  entirely  failed, 
I  need  urge  no  stronger  proof  of  the  advantage  that  will  arise  from  affording  to 
the  representatives  of  the  several  islands  an  opportunity  of  judging  for  themselves^ 
and  of  passing  those  laws  which  will  facilitate  the  general  adoption  of  such  a  mea* 
sure.  I  can  foresee  also  that  some  benefit  will  here  result  from  the  observations 
and  experience  of  the  members  from  the  other  islands,  and  that  opportunities  will 
present  themselves  of  promoting  many  improvements  which  the  local  ass^nblies 
are  unable  or  unwilling  to  effect. 

The  laws  for  regulating  the  elections  are  also  extremely  defective,  and  will 
require  that  they  should  be  generally  revised  to  meet  the  changes  in  society ;  and, 
as  involving  questions  of  popular  rights,  it  is  necessary  that  they  should  be  con- 
sidered dispassionately,  and  apart  from  local  feelings  and  prejudices. 

In  regard  to  the  revision  of  the  penal  laws,  although  partial  ameliorations  may 
be  effected,  I  do  not  anticipate  that  any  general  or  comprehensive  change  will  be 
accomplished  by  the  local  legislatures,  or  that  they  will  proceed  on  any  uniform 
principle  favourable  to  the  future  administration  of  justice  by  the  circuit  courts 
proposed  to  be  established. 

As  an  instance  of  the  effect  of  separate  legislation  on  subjects  of  general  interest, 
I  may  refer  to  the  Marriage  Bills  which  are  in  progress  in  the  different  islands,  and 
the  effects  which 'may  be  anticipated  upon  society  from  the  various  modifications 
which  are  likely  to  exist.  The  finances  of  these  islands  are  in  a  situation  to 
require  the  aid  and  support  of  an  united  legislature  to  place  them  upon  a 
satisfactory  footing.  The  establishments  will  admit  of  being  progressively  reduced 
without  impairing  their  efficiency,  and  the  credit  of  the  General  Assembly  may 
be  applied  in  facilitating  the  accomplishment  of  many  beneficial  objects. 
The  objections  urged  to  the  adoption  of  an  improved  system  of  prison  discipline, 
to  the  grants  of  assistance  in  establishing  schools,  and  to  the  execution  of  such 
useful  and  reproductive  works  as  the  opening  of  roads,  and  the  drainage  of 
marshes,  are  mainly  founded  on  the  inability  of  the  local  assemblies  to  provide 
the  necessary  funds  without  assistance. 

I  entertain  hopes  that  Dominica  may  be  represented  in  the  General  Assembly  ; 
and  when  the  local  legislature  meets  mr  the  dispatch  of  business,  the  subject  will 
be  proposed  to  them.  The  party  feelings  which  unfortunately  prevail  in  that 
island  have  hitherto  obstructed  the  progress  of  public  business.  I  propose  to 
communicate  to  your  Lordship  some  proceedings  which  have  recently  oc- 
curred in  the  discussions  on  a  Bill  to  alter  the  qualifications  of  electors  and 
members,  and  on  occasion  of  the  subsequent  general  elections.  From  these 
occurrences  I  am  led  to  hope,  that  the  parties  into  which  the  colony  is  divided 
will  be  inclined  to  consider  that  the  General  Assembly  will  afford  them  a  favour- 
able 
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able  opportunity  for  composing  their  differences,  and  for  bringing  to  a  satisfactory        LEEWARD 
issue  the  questions  on  which  they  are  divided.  ISLANDS. 

My  anxiety  that  the  constituencies  in  the  several  islands  may  not  be  restricted  ' 
in  the  choice  of  their  representatives,  owing  to  which  the  efficiency  of  the  local 
assemblies  has  been  in  some  instances  impaired,  will  induce  me  to  defer  the 
nomination  of  members  for  the  General  Council  until  after  the  elections,  when  I 
entertain  no  doubt  of  being  able  to  recommend  to  your  Lordship  the  names  of 
such  gentlemen  as  will  provide  for  the  selection  of  an  efficient  council ;  and  to 
obviate  delay  in  the  despatch  of  business,  I  shall  be  prepared  to  make  the  requi- 
site number  of  provisional  appointments. 

I  have  ascertained  that  there  are  no  members  of  the  General  Council  of  1799 
who  are  now  resident  within  these  islands. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke. 


—  No.  11.—  No.  11. 

(No.  14.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  PT.  M.  G.  Cole- 
brooke j  K.C.H. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  28  December  1837. 

I  HAVE  received  your  despatch  (No.  169),  of  the  16th  November  last,  stating 
the  result  of  your  reference  to  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  in  the  islands  of 
Montserrat,  Nevis,  and  St.  Christopher,  relative  to  the  question  of  convening  a 
General  Assembly  of  the  islands  within  your  government. 

As  you  had  not  received  an  answer  from  Tortola,  the  question,  as  it  respects 
that  island,  must  as  yet  be  considered  in  some  degree  doubtful ;  but  assuming 
that  the  opinion  of  the  law  officers  in  Tortola  will  be  to  the  same  effect  as  that 
which  you  have  received  from  the  other  islands,  I  fully  approve  of  the  course 
which  it  is  your  attention  to  pursue,  as  I  entirely  concur  with  you  in  the  impor- 
tance of  a  uniform  system  of  legislation,  upon  the  various  subjects  to  which  you 
refer,  as  materially  connected  with  the  future  welfare  and  pi'osperity  of  all 
classes  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  West  India  colonies,  an  object  wluch  the  plan 
you  have  in  contemplation  is  calculated  to  a  considerable  to  extent  to  promote. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Glenelg. 


—  No.  12,—  No.  12. 

(No.  193.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  W.  M.  G.  Cotebrooke,  k.c.h.  to 

Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Government-House,  Antigua,  9  Dec.  1837. 

In  my  despatch,  (No.  169),  I  ihtimated  my  intention  of  communicating  to  your  See  page  n. 
Lordship  some  proceedings  which  had  recently  occurred  in  Dominica  in  the 
discussion  on  a  Bill  for  altering  the  qualifications  of  electors  and  candidates, 
and  also  on  occasion  of  the  subsequent  general  elections. 

In  a  letter  from  Lieutenant-governor  Light,  dated  the  17th  of  July,  in  reply  to 
a  circular  inquiry  I  had  made,  he  adverted  to  the  defective  state  of  the  Legisla- 
tures of  these  Islands,  and  particularly  to  the  constitution  of  the  Council  and 
Assembly  of  Dominica.  There  was  no  expectation  at  that  time  of  an  early  dis- 
solution, and  my  inquiries  had  only  in  view  to  obtain  such  information  as  would 
be  useful  if  the  General  Assembly  should  be  convened,  as  it  would  necessarily  be 
returned  by  the  same  bodies  of  electors. 

The  demise  of  His  late  Majesty  led  to* a  dissolution,  which  was  delayed  in 
Dominica  till  the  beginning  of  October,  and  a  Bill  was  brought  into  the  House 
of  Assembly  towards  the  close  of  the  Session  to  alter  the  qualifications  of  electors 
and  candidates,  and  which  was  passed  by  a  simple  majority.  The  principle  of  this 
Bill  was  to  make  these  qualifications  depend  on  the  payment  of  taxes,  and  it 
appears  to  have  created  much  ferment  in  the  minds  ol^  a  part  of  the  community 
whose  interests  were  considered  to  be  affected  by  it.  -  Mr.  Light  does  not  appear 
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LEEWARD      to  regard  the  principle  as  a  sound  one,  and  in  any  event  as  the  Act  could  not 
ISLANDS.       have  come  into  operation  until  approved  by  Her  Majesty  in  Council,  the  time 

was  ill-chosen  for  the  consideration  of  so  important  a  measure.     When  the  Bill 

-^  was  sent  up  for  my  approval,  a  memorial  was  forwarded  to  me  by  the  Lieutenant- 
-^oa^^^  '  governor,  signed  by  several  persons  in  pursuance  of  resolutions  passed  at  a  public 
meeting,  praying  that  it  might  be  rejected  ;  and  it  certainly  did  appear  to  me 
that  the  measure  had  not  received  that  mature  consideration  from  any  party 
which  a  change  of  such  importance  demanded,  and  that  to  confirm  it,  though 
with  a  suspension  clause,  would  leave  me  no  alternative  but  to  adopt  similar 
measures  if  sent  up  from  the  other  islands,  whereby  the  General  Assembly 
would  be  fettered  in  its  consideration  of  a  question  that  would  essentially  affect 
its  own  privileges.  Having  taken  the  opinion  of  the  Solicitor-general  on  the 
subject,  I  accordingly  declined  to  approve  the  Bill,  a  copy  of  which  is  now 
transmitted. 


While  this  subject  was  under  my  consideration  the  House  was  dissolved  and 
the  writs  were  issued  for  the  New  Assembly  by  the  Lieutenant-governor,  who 
soon  after  reported  to  me  that  disturbances  had  occurred  at  the  elections,  and 
subsequently  that,  with  the  advice  of  the  Council,  he  had  prorogued  the  Assem- 
bly till  the  2d  of  January,  to  give  time  for  allaying  the  public  excitement. 

Your  Lordship  will  perceive  that  I  have  taken  occasion  to  forward  your 
despatch,  No.  20,  24th  October,  and  to  express  my  hope  that  the  Legislature 
will  be  prepared  to  concur  in  the  island  being  represented  in  the  General  Coun- 
cil and  Assembly,  as  a  means  of  terminating  these  dissensions.  In  my  despatch 
No.  169,  I  expressed  a  hope  of  being  able  to  convene  that  Assembly  early  in  tlie 
ensuing  year.  I  have  hitherto  awaited  the  answers  to  my  inquiries  from  Tortola, 
but  as  in  the  other  Leeward  Islands  there  is  no  law  in  force  which  can  interfere 
with  the  General  Assembly,  it  is  not  at  all  probable  that  there  can  be  an  excep- 
tion in  the  case  of  the  Virgin  Islands,  and  I  propose  accordingly  to  issue  the 
writs,  in  order  that  due  time  may  be  afforded  for  their  return  in  February. 

The  Council  and  Assembly  of  Antigua  being  engaged  with  several  important 
measures,  and  amongst  others  with  a  revision  of  their  prison  system,  I  have 
been  anxious  to  bring  these  to  a  close  ;  but  I  propose,  before  the  meeting  of  the 
General  Assembly,  to  make  the  circuit  of  the  islands,  and  to  visit  Dominica  in 
time  to  meet  the  Legislature  on  the  2d  of  January,  and,  if  the  state  of  parties 
should  be  favourable,  to  effect  if  possible  the  incorporation  of  that  island  in  the 
general  system. 

I  will  take  a  future  opportunity  of  communicating  to  your  Lordship  some 
ulterior  views  which  I  entertain  in  regard  to  the  local  governments  and  Legisla- 
tures of  these  Islands,  being  unwilling  to  prolong  this  despatch,  referring  as  it 
necessarily  does  to  a  voluminous  series  of  papers  relating  to  the  a^rs  of 
Dominica*. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke. 


Enclt.  in  No.  la.  Enclosures  in  No.  12. 

(No.  1.) 

Sir,  Government  House,  Dominica,  17  July  1837. 

I  WAS  on  the  point  of  giving  your  Excellency  a  general  outline  of  the  state  of  the  Houses 
of  Legislature,  in  order  that  you  might  draw  the  attention  of  the  Right  honourable  the  Se- 
cretary  of  State  to  the  subject,  when  your  letter  of  the  6th  July,  received  to-day,  reached 
me,  demanding  an  abstract  of  the  laws  which  regulate  the  elections  to  the  Assembly  of  Do- 
minica, with  other  information. 

In  my  tour  through  the  islands,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  the  defective  state  of 
the  Legislatures  in  some  of  the  islands ;  and  here  it  is  equally  at  vanance  with  the  original 
intentions  of  the  charter.  Fifty  acres  of  ground  in  fee  simple  give  a  qualification  for  the 
House  of  Assembly,  and  10  acres  as  elector;  but  there  is  no  proviso  that  the  land  be  pro- 
ductive 
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ductive  or  cultivated ;  the  consequence  is,  that  from  the  quantity  of  waste  land  in  the  pos-  LEEWARD 

session  of  proprietors,  any  person  wanting  a  title  to  be  member  obtains  it,  and  many  of  the  IM-ANDS. 

members  cannot  say  where  their  land  is.   It  is  the  same  with  the  electors,  to  whom  a  title  of  ^ 
land  is  given  for  nothing  but  to  suit  the  purposes  of  election. 

The  House  of  Assembly  consists  of  19  members;  theie  is,  I  believe,  no  law  of  duration, 
though  it  is  generally  dissolved  at  the  end  of  seven  years ;  the  termination  of  the  present 
house  is  therefore  near ;  nine  members  form  a  house. 

It  never  can  have  been  contemplated  to  place  men  as  legislators  without  real  interest  in 
the  country. 

The  Assembly  is  called  together  by  the  Speaker,  unless  specially  summoned  by  the  officer 
administering  the  government.  The  present  session  met  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  this  month ; 
adjourned  for  a  week ;  met,  notices  of  motions  were  given,  was  then  adjourned  for  a  fortnight ; 
the  meeting  will  be  to-morrow  week. 

The  Council  are  perfectly  independent  in  their  meetings.  I  had  the  honour  of  mention- 
ing that  the  Police  Bill  had  been  before  them  since  February  last.  At  the  commencement  of 
the  session  I  sent  a  message  to  both  Houses  to  draw  their  attention  to  the  establishment 
of  a  police,  manifestly  necessary,  from  the  violation  of  order  and  decency  in  the  town,  totally 
adverse  to  the  present  condition  of  society.  The  Council  has  not  yet  met.  The  senior 
member,  Mr.  Bndgwater,  told  me  he  had  attended,  but  there  were  not  members  to  form  a 
Board.  I  believe  the  state  of  society  is  such,  that  the  major  part  of  both  Houses  would  be 
happy  if  the  island  was  governed  by  Oi-ders  in  Council. 

In  the  Council  the  state  of  party  is  such  that  on  every  question  it  is  sufficient  to  prevent 
any  termination  of  business.  Party  in  the  Assembly  has  been  in  some  measure  checked  by 
the  introduction  of  five  coloured  members,  of  which  the  same  questionable  qualification  may 
be  remarked.  In  conversations  with  many  of  the  Council,  I  nave  stated  it  would  be  my 
duty  to  report  the  want  of  energy  I  have  observed  in  them. 

The  vn-its  for  the  election  of  the  members  of  the  Assembly  are  issued  by  the  provost- 
marshal-general  ;  the  votes  taken  by  the  constable  of  the  place.  I  have  directed  a  return 
of  numbers  of  electors  for  each  member  to  be  taken  from  the  birth  of  the  present  House,  and 
including  the  successive  vacancies.  Every  new  election  produces  an  adaitional  number  of 
voters,  according  to  necessity  of  securing  a  return,  or  in  proportion  to  wants  of  opposing 
candidates ;  elections,  thereibre,  become  a  mere  name.  I  trust  to  be  able  to  forward  the 
return  I  have  required  with  this  letter. 

The  volume  of  laws  which  your  Excellency  will  receive  by  the  packet  contains  at  the  be- 
ginning the  Act  for  the  formation  of  an  Assembly;  that  volume,  tne  lesser  one  already  sent, 
and  the  Abolition  Act,  which  you  will  receive^  completes  the  series  that  have  been  printed. 
I  have  directed  the  registrar  to  give  me  the  heads  of  all  other  laws  that  have  passed. 

I  have,  8cc 

His  Excellency  (signed)        Henry  Lights  Lieut^ovemor. 

Sir  W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke. 


(No.  2.) 

Bhr,  Government  House,  Dominica,  2©  September  1837.    . 

In  transmitting  to  your  Excellency  the  Bill  for  the  alteration  of  the  election  law,  I  have  to 
request  your  attention  to  the  fact,  that  by  the  existing  law  10  acres  of  ground  ^ve  a  vote, 
and  50  a  qualification  for  a  member  of  the  Assembly ;  that  in  consequence  of  the  quantity 
of  land  at  the  command  of  propriet)rs,  qualifications  for  electors  and  members  are  given  to 
answer  electioneering  purposes,  as  there  is  no  proviso  for  the  land  being  cultivated  or  having 
houses  thereon.  There  are  five  or  six  members  of  the  pure  blood  who  have  seats  by  a  no- 
minal qualification.  The  introducer  of  the  Bill,  Mr.  Theodore  Gordon,  declared  to  me  he 
knew  not  where  the  land  is  which  gives  him  his  seat,  and  that  it  was  the  case  with  most  af 
those  who  hold  their  seats  by  the  same  tenure,  'i  he  newly  privileged  class  have,  I  under- 
stand, got  up  a  petition  against  the  Bill,  without  considering  that,  in  the  event  of  final  eman- 
cipation, the  power  they  dread  will  be  still  greater  than  it  now  is  in  the  hands  of  the  white 
innabitants,  if  the  n^w  law  is  not  allowed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  a  return  of  the  direct  taxes  paid  by  the  members  of  the 
present  House  of  Assembly  from  the  year  1832.  The  good  faitli  of  the  introducer  of  the 
Sill  cannot  be  questioned,  when  his  own  election  for  the  town  of  Roseau,  for  which  he  is 
now  a  candidate,  must  be  put  in  jeopardy  from  the  outcry  raised  against  his  motives,  which 
are  asserted  by  those  who  are  interested  against  him  to  be  an  encroachment  on  their  privileges. 
The  Bill  has  a  suspending  clause  for  the  decision  of  the  Right  honourable  the  Secretary  iA 
State. 

His  Excellency  (signed)        Henry  Light,  lieut-Govemor. 

Sir  W.  M.  G.  Cdebrooke,  &c  Sec.  &c. 
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ISLANDS.  (No.  3.) 

Dominica. — An  Act  to  amend  the  Qualifications  of  Candidates  and  Electors  of  the 

Lower  House  of  Assembly  in  this  Island. 

Whebeas  the  proclamation  of  King  George  the  Third,  published  the  21st  day  of  June, 
1775,  for  establishing  a  Lower  House  of  Assembly  in  this  island,  doth,  in  the  3d  and  4th 
sections  thereof,  set  forth  certain  qualifications  of  land  or  houses  as  necessary  for  the  repre- 
sentatives and  electors  of  the  said  House  of  Assembly,  and  it  is  considered  expedient  to 
amend  the  same;  we  therefore,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful,  loyal  and  obedient  subjects,  the 
Lieutenant-governor,  Council,  and  Assembly,  of  this  your  Majesty's  Island  of  Dominica, 
humbly  pray  your  Most  excellent  Majesty  that  it  maybe  enacted  and  ordained ;  be  it  there- 
fore enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  that  in  addition  to  the  qualifications  necessary 
for  candidates  and  electors  of  the  House  of  Assembly  as  declared  by  the  dd  and  4ta 
sections  of  the  said  proclamation,  every  candidate  shall  produce  proof  that  he  hath  paid 
into  the  public  treasury  annually  firom  the  passing  of  this  Act,  or  from  any  period  beins  at 
least  12  months  previous  to  the  holding  of  the  election,  a  tax  or  taxes  or  not  lesswan 
121.  10  5.  currency  on  his  land  or  messuage  or  otherwise,  and  that  in  like  manner  every 
elector  shall  produce  proof  that  he  hath  paid  a  tax  or  taxes  of  not  less  than  20  s.  currency 
on  the  land  or  tenement  under  which  he  votes  ;  that  the  treasurer  is  hereby  authorized  to 
receive  such  taxes  and  to  grant  his  receipt  for  the  same,  which  receipt  shall  be  taken  as 
sufficient  evidence  of  such  payment  to  entitle  the  person  to  be  proposed  as  a  candidate  or 
to  vote  as  an  elector,  as  the  case  may  be. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  that  this  Act  shall  not  take  effect  or  be  in  force  as- 
law  until  Her  Majesty's  royal  assent  thereto  shall  be  first  had  and  obtained. 

(signed)        James  Corlet,  Speaker. 
Passed  the  House  of  Assembly,  this  28th  day  of  September  1837, 

(signed)        E.  J.  Basden, 

Acting  Clerk  of  Assembly. 

Passed  the  Board  of  Council,  this  28th  day  of  September  1837. 

(signed)         Henry  Trew, 

Clerk  of  Council. 


(No.  4.) 

Dominica. — ^To  his  Excellency  Sir  WilUam  M.  G.  Colebrooke,  k.  c.  h.  Govemor-in-Chief 
in  and  over  the  Islands  forming  the  Leeward  Government,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

The  humble  Memorial  of  the  Undersigned, 
Sheweth, 

That  at  a  public  meeting  held  in  the  town  of  Roseau,  on  the  26th  of  September  last,, 
and  consisting  of  a  large  portion  of  the  constituency  of  the  island,  and  principally  of  that 
portion  of  Her  Majesty  s  subjects  formerly  denominated  ''  coloured  and  black/'  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted : 

''  That  a  Bill  just  passed  by  the  Honourable  House  of  Assembly,  intituled  '  An  Act  to 
amend  the  Qualifications  of  Candidates  and  Electors  of  the  Lower  House  of  Assembly  of  this 
island,'  contains  provisions  dangerous  to  the  continued  existence  of  a  House  of  Assembly 
in  this  colony,  at  the  same  time  that  those  provisions  are  calculated  to  disfranchise'  the  less 
enlightened  and  less  affluent,  though  more  liberal  portion  of  the  constituency. 

'^  That  this  meeting,  highly  cherishing  the  mmiature  institution  in  this  colony  of  the 
three  estates  of  the  imperial  authority,  presented  in  the  establishment  of  Governor,  Council, 
and  Assembly,  cannot  out  express  its  strong  disapprobation  of  the  conduct  of  those  mem- 
bers who  voted  for  a  Bill,  wnich  perils  the  stability  of  that  branchy  which  is  the  only  safe- 
guard of  the  rights  and  liberties  oi  the  people ;  and  this  meeting  pledges  itself  to  a  line  of 
conduct  at  the  ensuing  elections,  that  shall  convince  such  of  those  as  may  present  them- 
selves as  candidates,  that  this  expression  of  disapprobation  is  not  confined  to  words  only. 

^*  That  this  meeting  conceives  that  it  is  the  large  infusion  of  liberal  spirit  into  the  Hon. 
House  of  Assembly,  occasioned  by  the  return  of  gentlemen  of  the  lately  unprivileged  class, 
that  has  suggested  the  propriety  of  an  alteration  of  the  law  which  has  fixed  for  sixty-two 
years  the  qusuifications  of  candidates  and  electors. 

^*  That  this  meeting  will  gladly  consent  to  such  an  altei-ation  of  the  election  law  as  shall 
require  the  land  which  qualifies  the  candidate  and  the  elector  to  be  cultivated. 

"  That  this  meeting  is  gladly  confident  of  seeing,  as  the  result  of  the  approaching  general 
election,  the  formation  of  a  House  of  Assembly  that  will  possess  the  confidence  of  the  bulk 
of  the  people,  and  that  will  develope  a  spirit  more  than  heretofore  in  unison  with  the 
enlightened  policy  of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

'^  That  this  meeting  is  happy  to  find  that  in  a  house  of  17  members,  the  Bill  in  question 
was  carried  but  by  amaiority  of  two,  the  speaker  not  included. 

"  That  Messieurs  William  T.  Rainy,  Joseph  Fadelle,  James  Garraway,  Lewis  F.  Bellot, 
G.  Bellot,  George  Titre,  members  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  Joseph  B.  Bellot,  and 
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-Alexander  Richardson,  Esqrs.,  be  requested  to  form  a  committee,  and,  on  behalf  of  this       LEEWARD 
meeting,  and  of  the  constituency  generally,  to  watch  the  further  progress  of  the  Bill,  and,       •  ISLANDS, 
if  necessary,  to  prepare  and  transmit  to  the  proper  quarter  a  memorial  against  it/^  . 

Your  memorialists  being  those  mentioned  in  the  last  resolution,  and  concurring  unre- 
servedly in  the  spirit  of  those  resolutions,  are  anxious  to  submit  for  your  Excellency's  con- 
sideration some  of  those  reasons  which  induce  them  to  deprecate  the  passage  of  the  Bill  in 
question  into  a  law. 

The  first  clause  of  the  Bill  involves  an  ambiguity  which  it  is  scarcely  to  be  presumed  that 
the  promoters  of  the  measure  themselves  would  wish  to  exist  in  a  law  vitally  aflfecting  the 
constitution  of  the  island,  and  which  can  only  be  explained  by  the  fact  of  the  unceremonious 
haste  with  which  the  Bill  was  made  to  progress  tnrough  the  Legislature,  after  it  became 
known  in  this  island  that  your  Excellency  had  sent  instructions  wr  the  dissolution  of  the 
Assembly. 

The  notion  of  a  tax  for  the  uses  of  the  state  couples  itself  with  the  notion  of  a  legislative 
enactment  for  enforcing  that  tax.  In  the  absence  of  any  clause  in  the  present  Bill  for  com- 
pelling the  payment  of  the  taxes  therein  required  to  qualify  candidates  and  electors,  a  doubt 
arises  whether  the  meaning  of  the  law  is,  that  the  sums  specified  may  be  voluntarily  paid 
by  those  wishful  of  being  members  of  the  Assembly,  and  of  preserving  their  elective  fran- 
chise, or  that  those  sums  should  be  paid  under  the  operation  of  a  yearly  Tax  Bill. 

If  the  former  construction  upon  the  Bill  be  admissible,  it  is  but  too  evident  that  the 
elective  franchise  must  be  hela  by  the  bulk  of  the  electors  for  all  the  parishes  upon  the 
voluntary  payment  of  the  taxes,  and  not  by  the  operation  of  annual  Tax  iills,  and  that  the 
measure  will  have  the  effect,  practically,  of  requiring  a  greater  amount  of  tax  from  one 
class  of  candidates  and  electors  than  another.  In  the  yeai*  1836,  a  new  principle  of  taxa- 
tion, intended  to  be  upheld,  and,  in  fact,  that  will  become  indispensable  after  tne  termina- 
tion of  the  apprenticeship  system,  was  introduced  in  this  island,  namely,  raising  the  taxes 
for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  civil  government  by  an  ad  valorem  duty  on  all  importa- 
tions, and  a  tax  on  the  produce  exported,  payable  by  the  shipper.  Thus,  the  planter  who 
sells  his  produce  on  the  spot,  and  pays  the  export  tax  indirectly,  has  not  the  benefit  of 
the  treasurer's  receipt.  It  is  the  merchant  who  buys  and  ships  that  produce  that  obtains  it. 
The  merchant,  therefore,  pays  the  tax  required  by  the  Bill,  which  originally  came  from  the 

Juise  of  the  planter,  whilst  the  latter,  to  be  quaUfied  as  candidate  or  elector,  must  annually 
eposit  into  the  Treasury  another  tax  in  a  more  direct  form,  so  as  to  be  possessed  of  the 
treasurer's  receipt.  With  respect  to  the  ad  valorem  duty  on  goods  and  merchandize  im- 
ported, it  needs  scarcely  be  observed  that  this  tax  is  paid  by  the  consumers.  Here,  again, 
the  merchant  qualifies  himself,  either  as  candidate  or  elector,  with  the  direct  payment  of  a 
tax  which  ultimately  comes  from  the  pockets  of  the  people  in  general :  but  the  Bill  assumes 
bv  implication,  that  the  electors  do  not  contribute  annually  a  tax  to  the  amount  of  1  /.  each. 
Tile  number  of  electors  for  the  ten  parishes  does  not  exce^  360 ;  these  being  owners  of  the 
soil,  it  remains  to  be  explained  how  it  has  happened  that,  under  the  operation  of  the  last 
Tax  Bill  (1836),  imposing  a  duty  on  the  produce  exported,  there  has  been  collected  the  sum 
of  2,700 /«,  Your  memonalists  will  not  dispute  that,  owin^  to  a  destructive  blight  which 
has  almost  destroyed  the  coffee  branch  of  our  agriculture,  which  includes  the  greater  number 
of  planters,  the  larger  proportion  of  that  sum  has  been  paid  by  a  very  limited  number  of 
planters ;  but  the  fact  is  not  to  be  concealed,  that  very  many  of  these  are  non-residents,  and 
consequently  not  included  in  the  number  of  electors. 

The  sum  of  4,600/.  has  been  collected  by  the  ad  valorem  and  other  specific  duties  on 
importations,  and  your  memorialists  are  yet  to  learn  that  the  merchant  who  paid  1  /.  on 
his  40  /.  worth  of  importation,  does  not  receive  back  his  advance  from  the  non-shipping 
planter,  who  consumes  that  amount  of  his  merchandize. 

The  planter  who  ships  his  produce  is  again  placed  up6n  a  better  footing  than  the  non- 
shipping  one,  from  having  the  advantage  of  paying  his  export  duty  in  a  direct  manner;  and 
when  it  is  considered  that  there  are  not  in  tnis  island  more  than  some  ten  resident  planters 
who  ship  their  produce,  the  extent  of  the  unequal  and  partial  operation  of  the  present  Bill 
will  become  self-evident. 

With  respect  to  electors  in  right  of  houses,  it  is  material  to  have  in  view  the  existence  of 
Act  No.  41  of  the  island,  under  which  the  town  wardens  are  required  yearly  to  assess  all 
owners  of  houses  on  the  rental  or  annual  value  of  those  houses,  at  any  rate  not  exceeding  2} 
per  cent.  The  majority  of  electors  in  the  town  of  Roseau,  are  20/.  to  30/.  householders; 
thus,  allowing  the  town  wardens  to  assess  at  their  highest  limit,  the  tax  payable  by  such 
householders  can  never  amount  to  the  1  /.  required  by  the  Bill ;  and  in  this  case  it  is  doubtful 
whether  the  Bill  is  sufficiently  explicit  to  admit  of  an  undeniable  construction  favourable  to 
the  right  of  parties  to  make  up  the  difference  by  a  voluntary  deposit  into  the  Treasury. 
True  it  is  that  a  Bill  recently  passed  the  Legislature,  requires  the  town  wardens  to  assess 
1 1  per  cent,  in  addition  to  whatever  rate  they  may  choose  to  impose  under  Act  No.  41 ; 
but  as  this  Bill  has  not  yet  the  sanction  of  law,  its  provisions  cannot  with  propriety  be  brought 
to  bear  upon  the  present  question,  besides  which,  even  taking  the  combined  amounts  of  the 
two  Acts  (four  per  cent.),  the  tax  imposed  upon  the  20/.  householder,  would  still  fall  short 
of  the  qualifying  tax,  whilst,  putting  aside  the  piinciple  of  voluntary  payment,  the  elective 
franchise  of  owners  of  houses  of  tnree  times  the  value  now  required  by  the  proclamation 
would  be  placed  completely  under  the  control  and  influence  of  tne  town  wardens,  the  Act 
No.  41  giving  a  discretionary  power  over  the  rate. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Bill  to  make  the  qualifying  tax  depend  upon 
the  annual  operation  of  a  Tax  Bill,  then,  upon  the  principle  of  taxation  referred  to  above,  as 
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LEEWARD       being  now  introduced  in  this  island,  the  great  body  of  the  electors  will  be  positively  die- 

ISLANDS.       franchised,  and  if  will  be  only  the  few  shipping  planters  and  some  six  merchants  who  will 

.^^——^        be  eligible  to  seats  in  the  Assembly,  and  entitled  to  votes  at  the  elections,  besides  the 

owners  of  houses  of  considerable  annual  value.     But  your  memorialists  shudder  when  they 

foresee  that  the  Assembly  must  exist  only  so  long  as  the  Board  of  Council,  or  the  Executive* 

chooses  to  assent  to  the  yearly  Tax  Bill. 

Your  memorialists  would  here  inquire  whether,  in  the  natural  course  of  things  a  House 
of  Assembly  formed  under  the  provisions  of  a  Bill  operating  in  the  manner  herein  pointed 
out,  would  be  the  one  most  liKely  to  find  its  principles  and  its  disposition  identified  with 
the  feelings  and  interests  of  the  bulk  of  the  people,  especially  in  a  country  where  the  recent 
existence  of  slavery  and  complexional  distinctions  has  created  a  disunity  of  interest  and  of 
feeling,  which  it  may  yet  require  a  century  to  obliterate. 

Perhaps  the  supposition  of  an  individual  case  may  afford  the  best  illustration  of  the 
inequitable  principle  which  the  Bill  would  sanction.  The  affluent  proprietor  of  an  estate  is 
a  member  of  the  Assembly,  and  has  paid  his  12/.  10  s.  for  a  series  of  years  :  he  dies,  and 
his  son,  supposing  him  to  acquire  the  possession  of  the  property,  cannot,  in  virtue  of  such 
acquisition,  become  a  candidate  to  fill  the  vacancy,  or  even  an  elector,  should  the  vacancy 
be  for  the  parish  in  which  the  property  lies,  because,  though  qualified  in  all  other  respects, 
he  cannot  produce  the  treasurer's  receipt,  to  the  effect  of  his  having  paid  the  required  tax 
12  months  before  the  holding  of  the  election.  But  what  shall  your  memorialists  say  of  the 
case  of  the  non-shipping  planter  who,  having  in  view  at  some  remote  period  to  become  a 
candidate,  would  have  to  make  a  voluntary  deposit  of  the  12/.  10  s.  in  addition  to  the 
indirect  payment  of  the  export  tax,  for  a  period  rendered  indefinite  by  the  impossibility  of 
foreseeing  a  vacancy  or  a  aissolution,  (the  duration  of  the  Assembly  is  not  annual,  or  trien 
nial,  or  septennial,  as  in  some  of  the  sister  colonies,)  and  by  the  uncertainty  of  being 
elected.  Tney  can  only  express  their  confidence  that  your  Excellency  will  feel  the  hardship 
of  the  situation  in  which  the  party  would  be  thus  placed. 

It  is  painful  to  your  memorialists  to  have  to  express  their  decided  conviction,  that  the 
object  of  the  Bill,  as  will  be  its  effect,  is  to  disqualify  a  large  portion  of  the  coloured  and 
black  voters.  In  this  island  the  knowledge  of  letters  is  so  limited  among  the  bulk  of  this 
class  of  persons,  that  the  usual  public  channel  of  communication,  the  press,  can  scarcely  be 
said  to  be  available  for  the  diffusion  of  intelligence.  Laws  are  passed,  the  existence  of 
which  begins  to  be  known  only  when  their  penalties  are  felt ;  and,  with  regard  to  eleciions, 
it  may  be  stated,  as  a  general  proposition,  that  these  are  never  thought  of  until  the  canvass 
actually  begins.  Under  these  circumstances,  your  Excellency  may  easily  judge  of  the  num- 
ber and  description  of  those  who,  from  ignorance  or  forgetfulness,  will  fail  to  make  the 
yearly  voluntary  deposit  into  the  treasury.  Coupling  these  facts  with  others  that  your  me- 
morialists will  now  proceed  to  mention,  they  can,  by  no  means,  consider  as  groundless  the 
object  which  they  have  attributed  to  the  measure. 

The  number  of  coloured  and  black  voters  more,  perhaps,  than  doubles  that  of  the  white 
voters;  still,  in  1832,  when  the  Assembly  was  dissolved,  in  order  to  afford  the  newly- 
privileged  class  an  opportunity  of  exercising,  for  the  first  time,  their  newly-acquired  rights, 
they  were  satisfied  with  sending  into  the  Assembly  three  gentlemen  from  their  body,  gene- 
rously supposing  that  the  presence  of  th*ese  in  the  councils  of  the  islan'd  would  soon  introduce 
into  the  laws  a  more  liberal  spirit  than  had  before  characterized  those  laws ;  but  they  soon 
discovered  the  error  of  this  generous  confidence ;  and  the  election  of  four  other  coloured 
gentlemen,  since  that  period,  has  plainly  indicated  both  their  political  strength  and  their 
disposition  to  advocate  liberal  measures  and  equitable  laws.  In  1836,  the  feelings  of  four 
coloured  members  of  the  Assembly,  and  of  the  coloured  body  in  general,  were  insulted  in 
the  passage  of  a  Census  Bill,  disallowed,  and  reprobated  by  the  then  Governor,  for  legal- 
ising and  perpetuating  the  distinctions  of  colour,  by  requiring  that  different  columns  should 
exhibit  the  number  of  "  White  persons"  and  the  number  of  *'  Free  persons  of  colour." 
The  introduction,  session  after  session,  by  the  coloured  members  of  the  House,  of  measures 
either  directly  recommended  by  the  Home  Government,  or  of  a  character  assimilating  to  the 
enlightened  policy  of  that  Government,  all  of  which  still  fail  to  have  the  sanction  of  law, 
has  now  marked  them  out,  m  the  eyes  of  the  rest  of  the  Legislature,  as  the  enemies  of  the 
colony ;  at  the  same  time  that  this  line  of  conduct  on  their  part,  and  the  opposition  they 
meet  with,  have  awakened  such  an  expression  of  the  feeling  of  their  body  as  now  holds  out 
the  prospect  of  a  material  change  in  the  composition  of  the  new  House  of  Assembly. 

Such,  your  Excellency,  is  the  state  of  the  public  mind,  and  such  the  relative  position  of 
the  white  and  coloured  nihabitants,  when,  on  the  eve  too  of  a  general  election,  the  present 
measure  is  introduced,  and  suddenly  passed.  Your  memorialists  are  aware  that  it  will  not 
affect  the  ensuing  elections;  but  they  take  for  granted  that,  if  it  should  receive  the  force  of 
law,  the  propriety  of  immediately  forming  a  House  under  its  provisions  would  be  indispu- 
table. And  here  your  memorialists  will  state  a  fact  which  more,  perhaps,  than  anything 
else,  will  develope  the  covert  object  of  the  Bill.  The  ostensible  object  of  the  measure,  as 
broadly  stated  by  the  promoters  of  it,  is  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  persons  into  the  House 
of  Assembly  solely  in  right  of  50  acres  of  barren,  uncultivated,  and  untenanted  land,  as  well 
as  to  check  the  practice  oi  voting  in  right  of  10  acres  of  land  similarly  circumstanced,  an 
object  which  your  memorialists  heartily  agree  in  thinking  cannot  be  too  soon  accomplished. 
But  your  memorialists  anticipate  the  surprise  of  your  Excellency,  when  they  mention  that 
the  only  method  by  which  this  can  be  possibly  efiected  was  proposed  to  and  rejected  by  the 
Assembly.  The  records  of  the  House  will  show  that  an  amendment  was  moved  upon  the 
Bill,  and  voted  for  only  by  the  coloured  portion  of  the  members,  to  the  effect  that  the  60 
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acres  of  land  which  qualified  the  candidate  should  be  productive  of  a  revenue  of  so  much,  LEEWARD 

iu  any  one  or  more  of  the  exportable  productions  of  the  island ;  and  in  like  manner,  that  the  ISLANDS. 

10  acres  which  qualified  the  elector  should  be  cultivated  wholly  or  partially,  and  have  been  ........i.... 

tenanted  for  so  many  months  before  the  holding  of  the  election. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  humbly  pray  that  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  take 
into  favourable  consideration  the  circumstances  which  they  have,  in  entire  confidence  in  your 
Excellency's  enlightened  views,  ventured  to  set  foith  in  this  their  memorial,  and  to  instruct 
his  Excellency  the  Lieutenant-governor  to  withhold  Jiis  assent  from  the  Bill ;  and  your 
memoriahsts  furthermore  pray  that,  should  your  Excellency,  in  the  exercise  of  your  superior 
judgment,  consider  the  reasons  advanced  by  them  insufficient  to  wanant  such  an  instruc- 
tion, your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  forward  this  memorial  to  be  humbly  submitted  to 
Her  Most  gracious  Majesty,  with  an  humble  prayer  on  their  behalf,  that  the  same  may 
receive  Her  Majesty's  Most  gracious  consideration. 

We  have,  &c. 

(signed)         fV.  T.  Rainy.  G.L.Bellot. 

Roseau,  this  10th  James  Garraway.  George  Titre. 

day  of  October  1837.  JosepA  Fadelle.  Jos.  B.  Bellot. 

i.  F.  Bellot.  Alex.  Richardson. 


(No.  6.) 
(Extract.) 

Sir,  Government  House,  Dominica,  12  October  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  transmitting  to  your  Excellency  a  memorial  presented  by  certain 
inhabitants  of  this  island  against  the  law  which  has  passed  the  Legislature  to  amend  and 
alter  the  qualifications  of  electors  and  candidates  for  the  House  of  Assembly. 

It  is  the  privilege  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  to  unite  to  represent  their  grievances,  and 
therefore  I  have  no  hesitation  in  forwarding  the  accompanying  memorial,  although  it  does 
not  appear  that  it  was  submitted  to  the  approbation  or  notice  of  the  mass  of  the  people 
whose  privileges  are  represented  to  be  in  danger.  I  consider  the  new  qualification  Bill  to  be 
defective ;  but  I  by  no  means  agree  with  the  memorialists  that  it  was  intended  to  disfran- 
chise *'  the  less  enlightened  and  less  affluent,  though  more  hberal  portion  of  the  consti- 
tuency." It  was  brought  forward  in  good  faith ;  for,  on  the  eve  of  a  general  election,  it  has 
given  the  memorialists  an  advantage  which  the  contents  of  their  memorial  strongly  antici- 
pate. The  state  of  the  election  law,  as  it  now  is,  is  contrary  to  the  interests  of  tne  memo- 
rialists, and  its  existence  in  its  present  state  would,  after  1840,  enable  the  large  landholders 
to  fill  the  Assembly  with  their  dependents.  The  gentleman  who  introduced  the  new  Bill, 
though  one  of  the  principal  merchants  here,  held  his  seat  by  a  nominal  qualification  of  60 
acres  of  land,  which  he  has  never  seen,  and  only  knows  by  the  deed  of  registration;  and 
the  same  nominal  qualification  has  given  seats  in  the  Assembly  to  seveml  other  members 
whose  stake  in  the  country  is  infinitely  less  than  that  of  the  introducer  of  the  Bill  against 
which  the  memorial  has  been  framed.  The  right  to  vote  for  a  member  is  obtained  in  the 
same  doubtful  way,  a  nomination  to  10  acres  of  land. 

The  right  of  householders  to  vote  is  acquired  by  swearing  that  their  house  is  worth  20/. 
a  year.  I  have  seen  the  registry  of  qualifications  for  the  town  of  Roseau,  where  the  original 
purchase  is  less  than  that  sum ;  yet  the  oath  rend^  the  vote  legal* 

I  have,  8cc. 
His  Excellency  Sir  W.  M.  G  Colebrooke,  (signed)         Henry  Light, 

&c.     &c.     8cc.  Lt.-(jovemor. 


(No.  6.) 

Sir,  Government  House,  Antigua,  20  October  1837. 

I  ENCLOSE  to  you  a  letter  firam  Lieutenant-governor  Light,  with  a  Bill  which  passed  the 
Council  and  Assembly  of  Dominica,  to  amend  and  alter  the  qualifications  of  electors  and 
candidates  for  the  House  of  Assembly  in  that  island;  also  a  letter  fi-om  the  Lieutenant- 
governor,  with  the  memorial  of  certain  mhabitants  of  the  island  against  the  Bill. 

The  Bill  contains  a  clause  for  suspending  its  operation  until  the  Queen's  assent  should  be 
received ;  and  in  requesting  your  opinion  whether  it  may  be  otherwise  in  accordance  with 
the  Royal  instructions,  and  with  the  laws  of  England,  I  am  desirous,  in  particular,  of  being 
informed  whether  the  proposed  qualifications  from  taxation  has  any  sanction  or  authority 
in  English  law  or  custom. 

As  this  and  other  Bills  were  passed  by  an  Assembly  which  has  since  been  dissolved, 
I  further  request  your  opinion,  whether  they  would  now  be  as  effective  if  passed  by  the 
Lieutenant-governor,  as  if  they  had  been  confirmed  during  the  late  session. 

I  have,  &c- 

To  Robt.  Horsford,  Esq.  (signed)         W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke. 

Solicitor-general. 
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-LEEWARD  (No.  7.) 

ISLANDS.  Sir,  Antigua,  23  October  1837. 

'  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your  Excellency's  communication  of  the  20th  instant^ 

accompanying  a  Bill  passed  by  the  Council  and  Assembly  of  Dominica,  '^  for  amending  the 
Qualifications  of  Candidates  and  Electors  for  the  House  of  Assembly ;"  as  also,  a  memorial^ 
si^ed  by  a  certain  portion  of  the  constituency  of  that  island,  against  the  said  Bill  beii^ 
alTowed  to  pass  into  a  law,  as  affecting  their  interests  partially  and  oppressively,  which  two 
documents  your  Excellency  has  been  pleased  to  refer  for  my  consideration  and  opinion. 

The  Bill  in  question  is  avowedly  one  of  most  grave  and  serious  importance,  afiecting,  as  it 
does,  the  very  princioles  of  the  constitutional  government  of  that  colony;  but  as  it  has  been 
thus  far  passend  witn  a  suspending  clause  annexed,  whereby  any  possible  evils  resulting 
therefrom,  previous  to  its  submission  to  Her  Majesty  in  Council,  would  be  avoided,  I  do  not 
conceive  that  it  in  any  way  contravenes  the  Royal  instructions. 

It  will  remain,  however,  for  your  Excellency  to  determine  (laying  aside  the  subject-matter 
of  the  memorial,  upon  the  merits  of  which,  at  this  remote  distance,  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  decide)  how  far  your  Excellency  may  deem  it  advisable  to  approve  of  a  Bill  confessedly 
at  variance  with  the  proclamation  of  His  Majesty  George  the  Third,  published  in  the  year 
1775,  establishing  a  House  of  Assembly  in  that  island,  and  agreeably  to  which  the  elections 
of  members  have  been  regulated  up  to  the  present  period,  more  particularly  after  the 
acknowledgment  of  Lieutenant-governor  Light,  who  from  personal  observation  has  the  best 
opportunity  of  judging  of  the  defectiveness  of  the  Bill  in  question,  or  whether  your  Excel- 
lency may  not  see  fit  to  refer  so  important  a  subject  to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies,  previous  to  coming  to  any  determination  upon  its  merits,  agreeably 
to  the  spirit  of  the  12th  and  18th  clause  of  the  old,  and  the  5th  clause  of  the  more  recent 
Royal  instructions. 

I  have,  &c. 
To  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  (signed)         Robert  Horsfordf 

&c.     &c.     &c.  Solicitor  General. 


(No.  8.) 
Sir,  Government-House,  Antigua,  26  October  1837. 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letters,  dated  the  29th  of  September,  No.  35,  and 
12th  of  October,  No.  62,  the  first  enclosing  to  me  a  Bill  for  the  alteration  of  the  election 
law  of  Dominica,  and  the  second  forwarding  a  memorial  from  certain  inhabitants  of  the 
island  against  the  Bill, 

Having  attentively  considered  the  provisions  of  this  Bill,  and  your  observations  in  regard 
tothein,  I  agree  with  you  in  considering  that  the  proposed  qualification  is  defective,  and  as 
the  Bill  was  passed  at  the  close  of  a  session,  that  it  may  not  have  received  all  the  consider 
ation  that  so  important  a  measure  demanded. 

The  insertion  of  a  clause  for  suspending  its  operation  till  confirmed  by  Her  Majesty  in 
Council  removes  any  objection  on  the  ground  tnat  it  would  directly  contravene  the  Royal 
instructions.  But  taking  into  consideration  the  spirit  of  these  instructions,  and  the  defective 
nature  of  the  Bill,  it  appears  to  me  that  I  should  not  be  justified  in  conveying  to  you  my 

Srovisional  sanction  of  a  measure  confessedly  at  variance  with  the  proclamation  of  his  late 
lajesty  George  3,  for  establishing  a  House  of  Assembly  in  1775,  and  agreeably  to  which 
the  elections  of  members  have  been  regulated  up  to  the  present  period,  without  previously 
referring  so  important  a  subject  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

In  taking  this  view  of  the  subject  it  will  at  once  be  obvious  to  you  that  to  offer  any 
opinion  of  the  modifications  suggested  in  the  memorial  would  be  premature.  The  subject 
is  one  of  great  interest,  not  only  in  Dominica  but  in  all  the  islands  under  this  government, 
and  I  will  not  fail  to  communicate,  for  your  future  guidance,  whatever  instructions  I  may 
receive  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 

In  the  meantime,  I  can  have  no  hesitation  in  expressing  my  concurrence  in  your  opinion 
that  the  measure  has  been  brought  forward  from  a  aesire  to  remedy  the  defects  of  the  exist- 
ing law,  and  that  some  benefit  has  been  derived  from  the  discussion  to  which  it  has  led. 

I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  intimate  to  the  memorialists  that  I  ha«re  duly  received 
their  memorial,  and  that  under  the  circumstances  which  preclude  me  from  sanctioning  the 
Bill,  it  is  unnecessary  that  I  should  make  any  observations  in  regard  to  the  objections  which 
they  have  urged  against  its  adoption. 

I  have,  &c. 
To  the  Lieutenant-Governor  (signed)         W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke. 

of  Dominica. 


No.  13.  —No.  13.— 

(No.  267.) 
Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke,  k.c.h.  to 
Lord  Glenelg,  dated  Antigua,  22  November  1 838. 
The  proceedings  virhieh  took  place  in  the  early  part  of  the  present  year,  in 
consequence  of  the  introduction  into  the  Assembly  of  a  Bill  to  amend  the  repre- 
sentation of  that  island  (Dominica),  were  so  fully  reported  by  me,  that  I  can  have 

but 
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but  little  to  add  on  the  general  question.    The  defective  constitution  of  the  local       LEEWARD 
Assemblies,  as  your  Lordship  is  aware,  was  the  ground  on  which  I  originally        ISLANDS. 
recommended  a  recurrence  to  the  principle  of  general  legislation ;  and  in  con-       ' 
sidering  the  constitution  originally  conferred  on  these  colonies,  the  gentlemen  * 
who  have  addressed  your  Lordship  could  not  have  overlooked  that  the  General 
Councils  and  the  General  AssembUes  constituted  an  essential  part;  that  the  island 
of  Dominica  was  thus  subject  to  the  General  Council  and  Assembly  of  Grenada  by 
the  King's  proclamation  of  1767;  and  that  several  Acts  of  that  General  Legis- 
lature are  now  in  force  in  that  island.    That  the  alteration  in  the  system, 
whereby  the  local  Assemblies  became  invested  with  the  sole  power  of  making 
laws  for  their  respective  islands,  should  have  led  to  much  disorganization,  was 
to  be  expected ;  and  when  it  is  considered  that  these  powers  were  exercised  in        See  page  53. 
Dominica  by  a  small  class  of  privileged  persons,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  original 
settlers,  being  Catholics  and  others,  it  may  readily  be  conceived  how  unfit  they 
were  to  represent  the  interest  of  the  community  at  large. 

With  reference  to  the  plan  proposed  of  establishing  a  defined  money 
-qualification  for  electors  and  voters,  it  may  be  proper  to  explain,  that 
in  countries  so  imperfectly  reclaimed,  and  deficient  in  population,  it  was  im- 
practicable to  fix  a  qualification  based  upon  the  principle.  Land,  originally 
worthless,  progressively  acquires  value  as  it  becomes  settled  and  cultivated, 
and  a  low  price,  which  facilitates  the  acquisition  to  industrious  settlers,  prevents 
the  letting  of  land  and  the  formation  of  a  class  of  tenants ;  to  which  causes  it 
must  be  ascribed  that  the  estates  of  absent  proprietors  are  in  the  management 
of  persons  who  have  no  interest  in  them  or  in  the  general  improvement  of  the 
colonies. 

The  value  of  cultivated  land,  as  stated  in  the  memorandum,  cannot,  more- 
over be  relied  on. 

During  the  existence  of  slavery,  the  price  of  land  was  nominal,  the  slaves 
attached  to  an  estate  being  included  in  the  purchase ;  but  since  the  aboUtion  of 
slavery,  land  has  acquired  an  eflfective  value. 

In  Antigua  it  has  risen  above  the  value  formerly  attached  to  land  and 
slaves.  In  Dominica  the  extent  of  unreclaimed  and  fertile  land  will  retain 
it  for  a  time  at  a  lower  level,  but  it  will  also  progressively  increase,  and 
-especially  in  situations  where  the  proprietors  may  succeed  in  settling  the 
enfranchised  peasantry  on  their  estates ;  but,  as  many  resident  proprietors  in 
Dominica  are  disposed  to  offer  land  to  this  class  to  be  cultivated  upon  shares, 
a  class  is  likely  to  grow  up  which  will  eventually  possess  the  means  of  occu- 
pying it  on  their  own  account,  and  who  will  change  the  rural  economy  of  the 
country. 

Without  enlarging  in  this  place  on  a  subject  of  such  importance,  I  have 
adverted  to  it  in  consequence  of  the  misconception  of  the  absent  proprietors  and 
mortgagees,  that  the  resident  population  are  likely  to  enter  into  their  views ;  or> 
if  so  disposed,  that  a  reduction  of  the  number  of  members  or  electors  by  raising 
the  value  of  the  franchise,  would  have  the  effect  of  augmenting  their  influence  in 
the  Assemblies,  while  any  semblance  of  popular  representation  remained  at  all ; 
since  the  classes  who  have  been  admitted  to  civil  rights  would  continue  to 
possess  a  large  majority  of  votes,  and  to  regard  the  system  pursued  by  the 
absent  proprietors  as  inimical  to  the  interests  of  the  colonies  and  to  their  own. 

Neither  would  the  suggestion  of  conferring  electoral  rights  upon  the  resi- 
dent attomies  and  managers  be  of  any  more  avail,  so  long  as  they  remained,  as 
at  present,  the  only  qualified  persons  on  the  estates ;  but,  if  thought  desirable^ 
the  proprietors  could  readily  confer  this  qualification  on  their  agents,  without 
resorting  to  any  extraordinary  or  unconstitutional  modes  to  attain  it. 

What  effect  on  their  poUtical  influence  might  attend  either  the  residence  of 
the  English  proprietors,  or  their  application  of  capital  to  local  improvement, 
it  is  unnecessary  here  to  discuss ;  that  a  benevolent  and  Uberal  landlord,  employ- 
ing his  means  in  diffusing  the  blessings  of  civilization  and  improvement,  would 
acquire  such  an  influence,  I  have  no  doubt;  but  the  contrast  between  the 
prosperity  of  the  colonies,  where  the  principal  proprietors  are  resident,  and 

the 

*  The  observations  in  this  despatch  referred  to  communications  which  Jiad  passed  between  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  some  gentlemen  in  London  who  possessed  property  in  Dominica. 
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the  poverty  of  those  from  which  they  are  absent,  strikiDgly  attests  the  conse^ 
quences  of  a  system  which  leads  so  many  to  spend  their  resources  abroad^  and 
to  appoint  as  their  representatives,  in  too  many  instances,  persons  who  would 
be  but  little  calculated  to  gain  the  suflErages  of  the  people,  or  to  improve 
the  efficiency  of  the  local  Assemblies. 

Under  the  present  system  of  separate  legislation,  it  may  be  considered  that 
the  classes  are  more  fairly  represented  in  Dominica  than  in  the  other  islands. 

If,  on  the  one  hand,  it  is  alleged  that  the  planting  interest  is  not  predominant 
in  the  Assembly,  the  composition  of  the  Council  enables  them  to  throw  out 
any  measure  which  they  may  regard  as  opposed  to  their  interests  ;  and  even 
where  a  measure,  from  the  influence  of  local  opinions,  might  pass  the  Council, 
and  be  adopted  by  the  Governor,  absent  proprietors  are  not  unmindfril  that 
they  can  oppose  its  confirmation  by  the  Queen  in  Council. 

Where,  therefore,  the  same  influence  predominates  in  the  local  Assemblies, 
it  is  difficult  to  perceive  how  other  classes  of  the  community,  who  in  Dominica 
are  estimated  at  twenty-three  to  one,  can  protect  their  interests. 

Thus  in  Antigua  and  St.  Christopher  a  majority  of  the  Assemblies  have 
refused  the  measure  of  reforming  the  coiuts  of  justice,  contrary  to  the  gene- 
ral desire  for  such  reform,  while  the  Assembly  in  Dominica  has  pledged  itself 
to  make  such  provision,  although  the  island  has  not  benefited  by  the  repeal  of 
the  4  J  per  cents. ;  this  Assembly  has  also  voted  sums  for  public  improvements, 
which  have  in  some  instances  been  rejected  by  the  Councils,  and  the  same 
result  has  sometimes  attended  the  votes  of  the  Assembhes  in  other  islands,  in 
favour  of  objects  of  local  improvement. 

In  my  despatch.  No.  15,  dated  8th  February,  I  stated  the  grounds  in  which 
I  considered  that  the  principal  proprietors  ought  to  regard  tiieir  interests  as 
constitutionally  represented  in  the  Councils,  and  without  debarring  them  from 
the  exercise  of  such  legitimate  influence  as  they  may  acquire  in  the  popular 
representation,  that  the  Assemblies  ought  essentially  to  represent  the  classes 
who  in  their  present  social  relations  must  henceforth  bear  the  chief  part  of  the 
public  burthens,  and  who  are  willing  to  do  so,  from  the  deep  interest  they 
feel  in  the  improvement  of  the  colonies,  a  feeUng  which  I  regret  to  observe 
has  not  been  shown  by  the  body  of  mortgagees  and  proprietors  in  England 
whose  complaints  are  in  question,  and  whose  abstraction  of  the  resources  of 
these  colonies  would  lead,  if  not  counteracted,  to  their  progressive  declension, 
and  to  the  ultimate  pauperism  of  the  people. 

Considering  the  amount  and  value  of  plantation  produce  which  is  exported 
without  return  or  benefit  to  the  colonies,  their  apparent  poverty,  which  is  the 
alleged  ground  on  which  the  most  necessary  changes  are  often  rejected,  is  ob- 
viously fictitious.  It  is  not  that  the  resources  of  the  colonies  are  inadequate,  or 
that  the  charge  ought  to  be  thrown  on  the  mother  coimtry,  but  that  any 
burthen  which  the  inhabitants  might  be  willing  to  incur  for  objects  which  they 
appreciate,  would  constitute  a  proportionate  charge  upon  the  income  and  profits 
of  the  absentee  proprietors ;  and  the  resistance  which  attomies  and  managers 
systematically  oppose  to  such  charges  where  their  influence  prevails,  manifests 
the  most  shortsighted  views  of  the  interests  of  the  proprietors,  as  dependent  on 
the  improvement  of  the  colonies. 

I  do  not  affirm  that  the  Assembly  of  Dominica  may  not  be  defectively  con- 
stituted, but  that  the  alterations  which  hav^  been  suggested,  if  attainable, 
would  not  be  likely  to  improve  it. 

I  have  already  urged  that  the  local  Assemblies  are  unfit  to  exercise  the 
extensive  powers  entrusted  to  them  at  this  juncture,  and  that  a  recurrence  to 
the  system  of  general  legislation  is  urgently  required ;  and  when  this  course 
may  be  pursued,  it  will  be  easy,  with  the  assistance  of  the  General  Assemblies, 
to  effect  such  alterations  as  may  adapt  them  to  the  purposes  for  which  they 
were  originally  constituted.  I  may  generally  observe,  that  the  necessity  is 
more  apparent  of  enlarging  the  constituencies  than  of  limiting  the  number  who 

I  am  unprepared,  in  their  pre- 
organic  change  in  the  island 


See  Return,  p.  52.   are  now  admitted  to  the  elective  franchise ;  but 
sent  disjointed  condition,  to  recommend  any 

Assemblies  which  would  re-excite  the  local  party  feelings,  and  retard  the  pro^ 
gress  of  various  important  measures  to  which  their  attention  has  been  directed 


I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         W.  M.  G.  Colehrooke. 
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LEEWARD 
(No.  27.)  —No.  14.—  ISLANDS. 

Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  W.  M.  G. 
Colebrookcy  k.  c.  h.,  dated  Downing-street,  6  February  1838. 

I  HAVE  received  your  despatch,  Dominica,  No.  193,  of  the  9th  of  December,  No.  14. 

with  its  various  enclosures,  on  the  subject  of  a  Bill  for  altering  the  quaUfications 
of  electors  and  candidates  for  seats  in  the  House  of  Assembly  for  Dominica,  and 
relating  also  to  certain  questions  which  had  arisen  out  of  a  general  election  in  that 
island. 

The  Bill  appears  to  me  to  have  been  open  to  conclusive  objections.  To  make 
the  qualification  turn  upon  payment  of  taxes,  without  regard  to  the  incidence  of 
the  tax,  seems  to  me  unreasonable,  especially  in  a  colony  where  the  taxation  is 
mainly  indirect,  the  revenues  being  raised  by  duties  on  imports  and  exports. 

I  trust,  with  you,  that  the  legislature  of  Dominica  will  perceive  the  advantage 
of  sharing  in  the  deliberations  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Leeward  Islands, 
and  remitting  to  that  body  the  decision  of  questions  which  have  led  to  such 
unfortunate  dissensions  when  discussed  within  the  island. 

(signed)         Glenelg. 

(No.  202.)  ^'No.  15.- 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  JV.  M.  G.  Colebrooke,  K.c.fl., 

to  Lord  Glenelg. 

Government  House, 
My  Lord,  Antigua,  30  December  1837. 

In  my  despatch  (No.  169)  of  16th  November,  I  reported  to  your  Lordship  No.  15. 
that,  having  obtained  the  opinion  of  the  law  officers  that  there  was  no  general  nor 
local  law  in  force  to  prevent  me  from  convening  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Vide  p.  11. 
Leeward  Islands,  and  that,  for  the  reasons  which  I  explained,  it  would  be  ad- 
visable to  call  them  together  at  this  juncture,  I  proceeded  to  frame  a  proclama- 
tion with  that  object,  and  previous  to  the  publication  of  it,  I  made  known  my 
intention  to  the  Privy  Council  of  this  island,  and  availed  myself  of  the  oppor- 
tunity of  explaining  to  them  the  grounds  on  which  I  had  judged  it  proper  to 
take  this  course,  and  of  ascertaining  their  sentiments  on  the  subject. 

The  Proclamation,  a  copy  of  which  I  enclose,  was  published  on  the  21st 
instant,  and  the  Council  and  Assembly,  who  had  adjourned  over  for  a  month, 
I  caused  to  be  specially  summoned  for  Thursday  the  28th  instant,  when  I  sent 
to  them  a  writ,  accompanied  by  an  explanatory  message,  which  I  had  prepared 
as  a  circular  to  the  Lieutenant-governors  and  Presidents  of  the  other  islands. 

On  receiving  this  communication,  the  Assembly  proceeded  immediately  to  the 
consideration  of  the  subject,  and,  after  a  full  debate,  passed  a  series  of  resolu- 
tions, which,  having  been  adopted  on  the  following  day  (yesterday)  by  the  Council, 
were  sent  up  to  me  with  a  joint  address  in  the  evening,  and  the  Houses  having 
adjourned  over  to-day  to  receive  my  answer,  I  have  sent  to  them  a  further  message, 
with  extracts  of  my  correspondence  with  your.  Lordship  on  the  subject  of  the  Grene- 
ral  Assembly,  which,  as  conveying  a  full  explanation  of  the  circumstances  which 
have  led  to  the  course  adopted,  and  the  reasons  on  which  it  has  been  grounded, 
I  hope  will  induce  the  Council  and  Assembly  to  withdraw  their  opposition  from 
the  measure,  whereby  the  other  local  legislatures  might  be  unfavourably  influenced 
in  their  proceedings,  and  a  necessity  thus  occasioned  of  applying  to  Parliament  to 
amend  the  laws  under  which  the  General  Assembly  is  constituted.  The  autho- 
rity  vested  by  them  in  the  local  legislatures,  of  deciding  on  the  returns  of  mem- 
bers to  serve  in' the  General  Assembly,  whose  privileges  are  thus  affected,  is  one 
which  has  no  analogy  that  I  am  aware  of  in  the  English  constitution  ;*  and  in  the 
event  of  a  refusal  in  any  instances  of  the  majority  of  the  local  councils  and 
assemblies  to  meet  for  the  purpose  of  executing  the  writ  of  election,  and  if  no 
immediate  pro^ipect  could  be  entertained  of  effecting  a  change  in  their  determi- 
nation by  a  dissolution,  the  General  Assembly  would  be  defectively  consti- 
tuted ;  and  although  provision  is  made  (Act  4  Anne,  1705,  clause  7)  for  securing 
the  operation  of  the  laws,  notwithstanding  the  neglect  of  the  members  of  any 

island 

♦  The  course  adopted  in  1798,  and  ultimately  followed  in  1838,  (see  page  36,)  wns  to  issue  the  writs 
to  the  secretaries  of  the  islands,  who  held  the  elections,  the  local  legislatures  being  the  referees  in  cases  of 
disputed  returns  only  ;  if  they  declined  to  hear  and  decide  on  such  appeals,  the  elections  would  hold  good. 
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LEEWARD      island  to  attend  the  General  Council  and  Assembly,  it  might  become  a  question 

ISLANDS.       Ijq^  fgj.  n  ^ould  provide  for  the  case  of  a  local  legislature  refusing  to  execute 

"■~~"""~       the  writ  of  election,  although  the  General  Assembly  might  be  otherwise  legally 

constituted  for  the  islands  which  were  duly  represented.     Hence  a  reference  to 

Parliament  might  become  necessary,  in  order  that  other  means  might  be  provided 

for  holding  the  general  elections. 

From  the  enclosed  extract  of  proceedings  of  the  local  Assembly  in  1798,  your 
Lordship  will  observe  that  the  writ  of  the  Governor-general,  then  at  St  Christo- 
pher's, was  addressed  to  the  secretary  of  the  island,  but  as  the  Act  provides  that 
that  officer  shoidd  be  appointed  by  the  three  branches  of  the  local  legislature,  to 
take  the  votes  in  their  presence,  I  have  been  guided  by  the  opinion  of  the  Soli- 
citor-general,  that  the  writ  would  be  more  properly  addressed  to  them,  and,  for 
the  practical  result,  it  must  be  essentially  the  same,  as  it  could  only  be  executed 
in  their  presence. 

Your  Lordship  will  also  observe,  that  there  were  122  voters  at  the  general 
election  in  this  island  in  1798,  in  returning  five  members  for  the  General  Assem- 
bly ;  and  from  the  returns  of  the  last  elections  for  the  local  Assembly  it  appears, 
that  notwithstanding  the  enfranchisement  of  the  coloured  classes,  the  number  of 
electors  is  not  much  increased,  being  estimated  at  300 ;  but  as  there  is  no 
registry  of  voters,  a  correct  statement  cannot  be  obtained.  It  is  certain  that 
several  gentlemen  hold  their  seats  in  the  Assembly  by  nomination ;  that  there  is 
a  growing  impression  of  the  injustice  and  ill  consequences  of  this  system,  and 
a  desire  that  it  should  be  reformed. 

The  Lapwing  packet  having  arrived  yesterday  at  two  o'clock,  whilst  the  Houses 
were  engaged  in  these  proceedings,  and  not  having  received  their  address  till 
a  late  hour  in  the  evening,  I  considered  the  subject  to  be  of  sufiScient  importance 
to  delay  her  departure  till  I  could  prepare  this  despatch,  as  there  can  be  no 
doubt,  from  the  course  which  has  been  taken  by  the  Council  and  Assembly,  that 
other  communications  will  be  transmitted  to  Eingland. 

By  the  next  packet  I  shall  hope  to  be  able  to  report  to  your  Lordship  a  satis- 
factory termination  of  these  proceedings. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         W.  M.  G.  Cokbrooke. 

P.S, — The  opinions  of  the  law  officers,  to  which  I  have  before  alluded,  are 
herewith  transmitted  (No.  8),  and  I  have  satisfaction  in  stating  that  they  have 
been  supported  in  the  House  of  Assembly  by  other  professional  gentlemen  of 
eminence. 

W.M.G.a 


Enclosure  1,  in  No.  15. 

End.  I,  io  No.  15.      Antigua.  1  By    his  Excellency  Lieutenant-colonel  Sir  William  Macbtan  George  Q^ 

(l.s.)     J  Arooil^,  Kmght  of  Hanover,  Governor  and   Commander-in-chief  in  and  over 

the  Islands  of  Anti^a,  Montserrat  and  Barbnda,  Saint  Christopher,  Nevis,  Anguilla,  the 

Virgin  Islands  and   Dominica,  Chancellor,  Vice-admiral  and  Ordinary  of  the  same^ 

tec.  &c.  tec. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  by  an  Act  of  the  Leeward  Islands,  passed  at  Nevis,  bearing  date  the  7th  day 
of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1705,  intituled,  "An  Act  to  settle  General  Councils  m 
General  Assemblies  for  the  Caribbee  Islands  in  America,  and  to  secure  to  each  particuJar 
Islands  their  own  peculiar  Laws  and  legal  Customs,"  it  was  enacted,  '*  That  whensoever  the 
Commander-in-chief  that  then  was,  or  should  thereafter  be,  should  judge  it  necessary  for 
Her  Majesty's  service,  and  the  good  and  welfare  of  the  Caribbee  Leeward  Islands,  to  caU 
together  the  General  Council  and  General  Assembly,  that  then  all  the  freeholders  of  eacn 
respective  island  (that  were  qualified  by  law)  should  meet  together  at  a  certain  time  ana 

Elace,  to  be  nominated  and  appointed  by  writ  from  the  Commander-in-chief  for  the  tune 
eing,  in  their  several  respective  islands,  to  elect  and  make  choice  of  five  able  and  disc'^ 
men,  being  freeholders  ot  and  in  each  and  every  the  said  respective  islands,  to  be  their  repre- 
sentatives, and  to  join  with  the  said  Commander-in-chief  and  General  Council  to  make,  enact 
and  ordain  such  general  laws  and  ordinances  as  might  be  proper  and  convenient  for  all  tne 
said  Caribbee  Leeward  Islands  ;**  and  further,  "  That  if  the  members  of  any  one  P*^^'^^ 
island,  whether  council,  or  appointed  by  the  Commander-in-chief,  or  representatives  electee 
by  the  freeholders,  should  neglect  to  appear,  their  delaying  and  refusing  to  appear  and  joi^ 
with  the  rest  of  the  said  General  Council  and  General  Assembly,  when  convened  and  me 
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together,  should  not  exempt  that  island  from  the  due  obedience  and  observance  of  all  and       LEEWARD 
every  the  laws  and  ordinances  that  should  be  enacted  during  any  such  session  of  General        ISLANDS. 
Council  and  General  Assembly,  provided  they  did  not  act  but  when  there  was  present        — — — 
a  majority  of  the  whole  number;  but  that  all  such  laws  and  ordinances  should  be  good  and 
binding  to  all  and  every  the  said  Leeward  Caribbee  Islands,  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
whatsoever :" 

And  whereas  by  another  Act  of  the  said  Leeward  Islands,  passed  at  Antigua,  bearing 
date  the  last  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1694,  intituled,  "An  Act  to  prevent 
Disputes  in  electing  Assembly  Men  to  serve  in  General  Assemblies,"  it  was  enacted, 
"  That  the  governor-in-chief,  or  lieutenant  or  deputy  governor,  president  or  presidents,  and 
the  major  part  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  for  the  time  being  of  each  island,  should  order 
the  secretary  or  deputy  secretary  of  each  respective  island,  upon  oath,  in  their  presence,  at 
such  time  and  place  as  their  Majesties'  writs  should  direct,  to  take  the  freeholders'  votes  of 
each  island,  in  manner  and  form  as  they  should  direct,  to  their  knowledge  admitting  no 
vote  but  what  should  be  made  by  a  freeholder  of  the  respective  island  in  person ;  and  after 
all  votes  were  so  taken,  then  and  there  publicly  declare  upon  whom  the  elections  fell  by 
plurality  of  votes ;"  and  further,  "  That  if  any  disputes  happened  concerning  the  election 
of  any  person,  the  chief  governor,  lieutenant,  or  deputy  governor,  president  or  presidents, 
and  tne  major  part  of  the  Council  and  Assembly,  then  and  there  should  be  judges  of,  and 
decide  and  determine  all  such  disputes,  any  law,  custom  or  usage  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing :" 

And  whereas  the  said  two  several  Acts  remain  and  continue  in  full  force  and  effect  within 
the  said  Leeward  Islands : 

I  therefore,  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  in  me  vested  under  the  provisions  of  the 
first  herein  in  part  recited  Act,  have  this  day  issued  writs  enjoining  the  freeholders  to 
meet  together  at  certain  times  and  places  therein  nominated  and  appointed,  within  their 
several  respective  islands,  to  elect  and  make  choice  of  five  able  and  discreet  men,  being 
freeholders  of  and  in  each  and  every  the  said  respective  islands,  to  be  their  representatives, 
and  to  join  me  and  the  General  Council  at  the  Court-house  in  the  town  of  St.  John,  in 
this  island  of  Antigua,  at  12  o'clock  at  noon,  on  Thursday  the  16th  day  of  February 
next  ensuing  the  date  hereof,  then  and  there  to  make,  enact  and  ordain  such  general  laws 
and  ordinances  as  may  be  proper  and  convenient  for  all  the  aforesaid  Caribbee  Leeward 
Islands. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  21st  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1837, 
and  the  first  year  of  Her  Majesty's  reign. 

God  save  the  Queen. 

(signed)         W.  M.  G,  Colebrooke. 


Enclosure  2,  in  No.  15. 
General  Assembly  of  the  Leeward  Islands. 


(Circular.)  Government  House,  Antigua, 

Sir,  21  December  1837. 

In  forwarding  to  you  a  writ  addressed  to  the  Lieutenant-governor^  Council,  and  Assembly  End*  d,  in  Ko.  15 
of  for  the  election  of  five  members  to  serve  in  the  General  Assembly 

of  the  Leeward  Islands,  which  I  have  appointed  to  meet  me  here  on  the  16th  of  February 
next,  1  consider  it  due  to  the  members  of  the  local  legislature  on  whom  it  will  devolve  by  the 
laws  to  execute  the  writ,  to  explain  the  circumstances  which  have  led  to  the  calling 
together  the  General  Assembly  at  this  juncture. 

The  last  occasion  on  which  this  Assembly  was  convened  was  in  the  year  1798  ;  at  that 
period  the  attention  of  Parliament  had  been  earnestly  directed  to  the  condition  of  the 
bervile  classes  in  the  colonies,  and  the  Amelioration  Act  then  passed  by  the  General 
Assembly  long  remained  a  memorial  of  the  humane  and  liberal  spirit  which  characterized 
its  proceedings. 

During  the  interval  in  which  the  governments  of  these  islands  were  separately  adminis- 
tered, the  General  Assembly  could  not  be  convened,  but  on  the  re-estaolishment  of  the 
general  government,  a  recurrence  to  the  system  was  distinctly  contemplated.  The  abolition 
of  slavery  being  however  accomplished  in  the  same  year  (1833)  by  the  direct  intervention 
of  Parliament,  it  devolved  on  the  local  legislatures  to  carry  out  the  measure  by  subsidiary 
enactments. 

In  Antiffua  it  was  at  once  resolved  to  renounce  the  system  of  apprenticeship,  and  to 
pass  such  laws  as  weie  deemed  necessary  in  the  relations  in  which  the  liberated  classes 
were  thus  placed.  In  the  other  Leeward  Islands  auxiliary  laws  were  passed,  recognizing 
that  system  under  which  those  classes  were  bound  to  engagements,  terminating  successively 
on  the  1st  of  August  1838  and  1840. 

TTie  near  approach  of  the  first  of  these  periods,  when  the  class  of  non-praBdials  will  be 
finally  liberated,  has  indicated  the  importance  of  making  timely  provision  in  order  to 
secure  to  the  colonies  the  benefits  of  the  sacrifice  which  ureat  Britain  has  made  for  their 
welfare ;  and  although  the  local  legislatures  would  doubtless  be  aware  of  the  necessity  of 
such  provisions,  I  am  induced  to  think  that  they  will  be  more  advantageously  considered 
in  a  general  assembly.    This  assembly  will  necessarily  meet  in  Antigua,  and  the  effects  of 
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LEEWARD      the  arrangements,  now  in  the  fourth  year  of  their  operation  in  this  island,  will  thus  be 
ISLANDS.       apparent  to  the  members  of  the  other  islands,  who  will  be  able  practically  to  judge  of  their 

adaptation  under  the  changes  more  or  less  extensive  which  will  take  place  m  the  ensuing 

year. 

It  would  be  premature  to  enter  into  any  detailed  consideration  of  the  various  subjects  of 
common  interest  that  may  occupy  the  attention  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  of  the  sop- 
port  it  may  be  enabled  to  give  m  carrying  out  measures  essential  to  the  gaieral  welfare  of 
these  islands,  but  which  the  local  legislatures,  however  zealous,  have  been  unable  to 
perfect. 

It  may  be  sufficient  at  this  time  to  observe,  that  where  such  measures  have  already  been 
partially  effected,  the  beneficial  influence  of  them  may  be  extended,  and  where,  firom  cir- 
cumstances, retarded,  their  general  adoption  may  thus  be  facilitated. 

There  have  been  occasions  when  great  ameliorations  could  only  have  been  effected  with 
the  aid  of  Parliament,  and  it  may  in  future  be  expected,- that  the  facilities  of  reference  to  a 
general  legislature  within  these  islands  will  lead  to  the  attainment  of  objects  to  which  the 
unaided  resources  of  the  local  legislatures  are  inadequate. 

As  the  election  laws  have  be^  considered  in  all  the  islands  to  require  some  revision,  and 
as  they  affect  the  privileges  of  the  general  as  well  as  of  the  local  assemblies,  this  important 
subject  will  necessarily  engage  attention,  with  a  view  to  such  regulation  of  the  franchise 
as  will  meet  the  alterations  which  a  long  interval  of  time  has  effected  in  the  relative  con- 
dition of  these  communities,  and  the  great  changes  which  are  now  in  progress. 

I  cannot  but  hope  that  the  measures  which  may  be  adopted  will  realize  the  anxious 
desire  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  for  the  welfare  of  these  valuable  colonies,  and  that 
they  will  meet  with  that  cordial  support  from  the  several  communities  which  will  manifest 
their  enlightened  sense  of  the  advantages  of  union  and  co-operation  in  the  attainment  of 
objects  of  general  benefit. 

I  enclose  copies  of  the  proclamation  which  I  have  issued,  and  which  you  will  be  pleased 
to  proclaim  and  publish  for  general  information  throughout  the  island  of  and  in 

returning  the  writ  to  me  for  record  in  the  secretary's  office  of  this  island,  I  request  that  an 
accurate  list  of  the  poll  may  be  annexed  to  it. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  inform  you  that  the  intention  of  convenmg  the  Greneral 
Assembly  would  have  been  earlier  announced  to  you,  but  from  the  necessity  of  pursuing 
certain  legal  inquiries  in  the  several  islands  under  this  government  which  I  had  been 
instructed  to  institute. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke. 

To  the  Lieutenant-governors  or  Presidents  of  the  Leeward  Islands, 

In  Antigua  the  message  was  addressed  to  the  Honourable  the  President  and  Board  of 
Council,  and  the  Honourable  the  Speaker  and  House  of  Assembly,  and  the  passages 
printed  in  italics  were  consequently  excluded. 


Enclosure  3,  in  No.  15. 

Encl.3,  io  No.  15.  Antigua.  "j   Victobia,   by   the  grace    of  God  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 

W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke.  >      Great  Britain  and   Ireland  Queen,   Defender   of  the  Faith, 
(L.s.)  J       &c.  &c.  &c. 

To  the  President  and  the  Council  and  Assembly  of  the  Island  of  Antigua,  greeting. 

Whereas  his  Excellency  the  Commander-in-chief  has  judged  it  necessary  for  our  ser- 
vice, and  the  e:ood  and  welfare  of  the  Caribbee  Leeward  Islands,  to  call  together  the 
General  Council  and  General  Assembly,  We  therefore  command  you  the  said  President 
and  the  said  Council  and  Assembly  to  join  our  Governor  and  Commander-in-chief  in  causing 
the  freeholders  of  your  island  (that  are  qualified  by  law)  to  meet  together  on  Thursday  the 
1st  day  of  February,  at  the  hour  of  nine  a.m.,  at  the  Court-house  in  the  town  of  Saint 
John,  then  and  there  to  elect  and  make  choice  of  five  able  and  discreet  men,  being  firee- 
holders  within  the  said  island,  to  be  their  representatives,  and  to  join  the  Commander-in- 
chief  and  General  Council  at  tfie  Court-house  in  the  town  of  Saint  John,  in  this  Island  of 
Antiffua,  at  12  o'clock  at  noon,  on  Thursday  the  15th  day  of  February  next  ensuing  the 
date  nereof,  then  and  there  to  make,  enact  and  ordain  such  general  laws  and  ordinances 
as  may  be  proper  and  convenient  for  all  the  aforesaid  Caribbee  Leeward  Islands,  on  which 
day  you  are  to  make  a  due  return  of  your  proceedings  annexed  to  this  writ. 

Witness,  his  Excellency  Lieutenant-colonel  Sir  William  Macbean  George  Colebrooke, 
Knight  of  Hanover,  Governor  and  Commander-in-chief  in  and  over  the  Islands  of 
Antigua,  Montserrat,  Barbuda,  Saint  Christopher,  Nevis,  AnguiUa,  the  Virgin 
Islands  and  Dominica,  Chancellor,  Vice-admiral  and  Ordinary  of  the  same, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

Dated  at  Government-house,  Antigua,  this  21st  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1837,  and  of  Her  Majesty's  reign  the  first. 

Similar  writs  have  been  addressed,  for  transmission  by  Her  Majesty's  packet  Lapwing, 
to  the  Officers  administering  the  Government,  and  the  Councils  and  Assemblies  of  Mont- 
serrat, St.  Christopher,  Nevis,  and  the  Virgin  Islands,  where  the  elections  are  appointed 
to  take  place  on  the  same  day. 
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6  William  &  Mary,  a.d.  1694.]  [No.  14.  WlTndS^ 

ANTIGUA.  ^  igLAJ^ug. 

An  Act  to  prevent  Disputes  in  electing  Assembly  Men  to  serve  in  General  Assemblies. 

To  prevent  and  avoid  all  disputes  that  may  arise  in  electing  members  of  all  general 
assemblies  for  the  future  in  the  respective  islands,  whereby  the  public  affairs  may  be 
retarded,  to  the  damage  of  all  the  islands : 

2.  We,  your  Majesty's  loyal  and  obedient  servants,  the  Govemor-in-chief  and  the 
General  Council  and  General  Assembly  of  the  Caribbee  Leeward  Islands,  pray  your  most 
sacred  Majesties  that  it  may  be  enacted,  and  be  it,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  same,  that  the  govemor-in-chief,  or  lieutenant  or  deputy  governor,  president 
or  presidents,  and  the  major  part  of  the  Coimcil  and  Assembly  for  the  time  being  of  etch 
island,  shall  order  the  secretary  or  deputy  secretary  of  each  respective  island,  upon  oath,  in 
their  presence,  at  such  time  and  place  as  their  Majesties*  writ  shall  direct,  to  take  the  free 
holders'  votes  of  each  island  in  manner  and  form  as  they  shall  direct,  to  their  knowledge 
admitting  no  vote  but  what  shall  be  made  by  a  freeholder  of  the  respective  island  in  person ; 
and  after  all  votes  are  so  taken,  then  and  there  publicly  declare  upon  whom  the  elections  fall 
by  plurality  of  votes. 

3.  And  if  any  disputes  happen  concerning  the  election  of  any  person,  the  chief  governor, 
lieutenant  or  deputy  governor,  president  or  presidents,  and  the  major  part  of  the" Council 
and  Assembly,  then  and  there  shall  be  judges  of,  and  decide  and  determine  all  such  dis- 
putes, any  law,  custom  or  usa^e  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Dated  in  Antigua  the  last  day  of  August,  in  the  6th  year  of  the  reign  of  our  Soverei^ 
Lord  and  Lady  King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  a.  d.  1694. 

Chr.  Codrington. 


4  Anne,  a.  d.  1705.]  [No.  28. 

NEVIS. 

Aw  Act  to  settle  General  Councils  and  General  Assemblies  for  the  Caribbee  Islands  in 
America,  and  to  secure  to  each  particular  Islands  their  own  peculiar  Laws  and  lega 
Customs. 

Whereas  there  is  at  this  time  a  General  Council  and  a  General  Assembly  for  the  Lee- 
ward Caribbee  Islands  in  America  met  together  at  Nevis,  concerning  the  public  affairs,  to 
consult  and  enact  such  good  and  wholesome  laws  and  ordinances  as  may  be  for  the  safety 
and  advantage  of  all  her  Majesty's  said  islands  : 

2.  And  whereas  the  interest,  in  point  of  trade  and  laws,  of  most  of  the  said  islands  in  some 
respects  do  differ  the  one  from  the  other ;  therefore  the  better  to  preserve  and  defend  the 
whole,  and  to  secure  to  each  particular  island  their  own  laws  and  legal  customs,  which  are 
not  of  a  general  concern  : 

3.  We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Commander-in-chief  of  all 
your  Majesty's  Leeward  Caribbee  Islands  in  America,  the  General  Council  and  General 
Assembly  of  the  same,  now  met  together  at  Charlestown,  in  the  island  of  Nevis,  do  pray  your 
most  Excellent  Majesty  to  enact  and  ordain,  and  be  it,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  and  ordained 
by  the  auljhority  aforesaid,  that  all  the  laws  and  legal  customs  now  in  force  in  each  and 
every  the  Caribbee  Leeward  Islands,  and  respecting  only  the  circumstances  of  the  same,  be 
and  remain  in  their  full  force  and  virtue. 

4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  whensoever  the  Commander-in-chief  that  now  is,  or 
that  shall  hereafter  be,  shall  judge  it  necessary  for  her  Majesty's  service,  and  the  good  and 
welfare  of  the  Caribbee  Leeward  Islands,  to  call  together  the  General  Council  and  General 
Assembly,  that  then  all  the  freeholders  of  each  respective  island  (^that  are  qualified  by  law) 
shall  meet  together  at  a  certain  time  and  place,  to  be  nominated  and  appointed  by  writ  from 
the  Commander-in-chief  for  the  time  being,  in  their  several  respective  islands,  to  elect  and 
make  choice  of  five  able  and  discreet  men,  being  fireeholders  ot  and  in  each  and  every  the 
said  respective  islands,  to  be  their  representatives,  and  to  join  with  the  said  Commander-in- 
chief  and  General  Council,  to  make,  enact  and  ordain  such  general  laws  and  ordinances  as 
may  be  proper  and  convenient  for  all  the  Caribbee  Leeward  Islands. 

6.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  no  member  of  the  General 
Council  nominated  by  the  Commander-in-chief  or  representatives  of  the  General  Assembly, 
elected  m  any  of  the  said  several  respective  islands  for  the  service  aforesaid,  shall  be  any 
way  troubled,  sued,  molested  or  arrested  for  debt  or  otherwise,  (murder,  felony,  treason,  or 
other  misdemeanor  against  the  Crown  only  excepted,)  by  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever, 
within  the  said  Leeward  Caribbee  Islands,  whenever  the  General  Council  and  General 
Assembly  shall  and  may  be  held  for  the  fliture,  but  shall  have  free  liberty  to  come  on 
and  go  off  of  the  said  islands  where  such  General  Council  and  General  Assembly  is  and 
shall  be  held,  for  the  space  of  10  days  before  and  10  days  after  each  session. 

6.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  each  and  every  person  so 
nominated  as  a  counsellor,  and  elected  as  a  representative  to  serve  in  this  or  any  other 
General  Council  and  General  Assembly,  for  the  fixture  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  by  the 
treasurer  of  each  respective  island  they  serve  for,  out  of  the  public  stock  of  the  same, 
during  the  continuance  of  each  and  every  such  session,  the  sum  of  20 5.  per  diem;  and 
where  the  council  and  representatives  go  off  one  island  to  another,  they  shall  be  trans- 
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LEEWARD        ported  to  and  from  each  respective  island  at  the  public  charge  of  that  island  for  which 
ISLANDS.        they  serve,  and  shall  be  paid  their  allowance  of  20s.  per  diem  from  the  day  they  go  off 
'  to  the  day  of  their  return,  provided  their  return  be  not  delayed  by  their  own   private 

business. 

7.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  if  the  members  of  any  one 
particular  island,  whether  council,  or  appointed  by  the  Commander-in-chief,  or  represent 
tatives  elected  by  the  freeholders,  shall  neglect  and  refrise  to  appear,  their  delaying  and 
refrising  to  appear  and  join  with  the  rest  of  the  said  General  Council  and  General  Assembly 
when  convened  and  met  together,  shall  not  exempt  that  island  frt>m  the  due  obedience  and 
observance  of  all  and  every  the  laws  and  ordinances  that  shall  be  enacted  during  any  such 
session  of  General  Council  and  General  Assembly,  provided  they  do  not  act  but  when  there 
is  present  a  majority  of  the  whole  number,  but  that  all  such  laws  and  ordinances  shall  be 
good  and  binding  to  all  and  every  the  said  Leeward  Caribbee  Islands,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  whatsoever. 

Dated  in  Nevis,  this  7th  day  of  June,  in  the  fourth  year  of  her  Majesty's  reign,  a.  d. 
1706. 

John  Johnson. 

Thomas  Bellman,  Speaker. 


Enclosure  4,  in  No.  1 5. 

ANTIGUA. 

End.  4,  in  No.  15.  To.  his  Excellency  Lieutenant-colonel  Sir  William  Macbean  George  Colebrooke,  k.c.  h., 
Governor  and  Commander-in-chief  in  and  over  Her  Majesty's  Islands  of  Antigua,  &c.  &c. 

The  humble  Address  of  the  Board  of  Council  and  House  of  Assembly  of  the  said  Island. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

We,  Her  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Board  of  Council  and  House  of 
Assembly,  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  communication  of  the 
21  SI  instant  relative  to  the  convening  of  a  General  Council  and  Assembly  of  the  Leeward 
Caribbee  Islands,  together  with  your  Excellency's  proclamation  on  the  same  subject,  and 
a  certain  writ,  in  Her  Majesty's  name,  directed  to  the  President  and  Members  of  Her  Majes- 
ty's Council,  and  the  Members  of  the  House  of  Assembly ;  and  we  now  pray  leave  most 
respectfully  to  submit  herewith  certain  joint  resolutions  which  have  been  passed  on  the 
occasion,  and  which  we*  entreat  your  Excellency  favourably  to  receive,  and  considerately  to 
entertain,  as  embodying  the  sentiments  of  both  Houses  on  this  important  subject. 

(signed)        Samuel  Warner,  President 
29  December  1837.  Nicholas  Nugent,  Speaker. 

Resolved  1st,  That,  although  this  House  must  ever  continue  to  be  actuated  by  the  same 
earnest  desire  it  has  invariably  hitherto  evinced  to  consider  with  respectftil  and*  favourable 
attention,  and  to  give  immediate  effect,  if  possible,  to  every  measure  recommended  by  the 
Representative  of  our  Most  Gracious  Queen,  it  is  nevertheless  constrained  to  acknowfed^ 
the  startling  and  discoura^'ng  impression  it  has  received  from  the  communication  of  ms 
Excellency  the  Govemor-in-chief  on  the  subject  of  a  General  Council  and  Assembly, 
involving,  as  that  communication  does,  results  of  the  most  momentous  character,  vitally 
affecting  the  best  interests  of  the  colony,  and  coming  upon  it  at  so  unusual  a  time,  in  so 
sudden  a  manner,  and  calling  for.  co-operation  so  immediate  as  to  preclude  both  time  and 
opportunity  for  reflection  and  discussion. 

2.  That,  with  all  that  deference  which  it  is,  on  every  occasion,  sincerely  anxious  to  yield 
to  his  Excellency's  judgment,  this  House  dares  not,  in  justice  to  its  constituents,  withhold 
the  pointed  expression  of  its  surprise,  that  even  admitting  those  laws  to  be  in  force  on  the 
authority  of  wnich  the  proclamation  for  convening  a  General  Assembly  appears  to  have  been 
issued,  the  present  should  have  been  deemed  a  proper  moment,  not  only  to  class  this  island 
with  the  other  colonies  of  this  government,  but  to  place  her  in  this  projected  measure 
under  circumstances  so  glaringly  disadvantageous  as  to  be  subversive  of  every  principle 
of  justice. 

3.  That  this  House  is  deeply  mortified  at  the  necessity  thus  forced  upon  it  for  reminding 
his  Excellency  that  Antigua  stands  alone ;  that  she  has  nothing  immediately  urgent  to 
legislate  upon  in  common  with  St.  Kitts,  Nevis,  Montserrat  and  Tortola  ;  that  among  her 
population  every  trace  of  the  old  system  has  long  ceased  to  exist ;  and  that  at  all  events 
until  1840,  probably  for  many  years  afterwards,  it  must  be  admitted  by  the  most  sanguine 
abolitionist  that  the  laws  adapted  to  our  advanced  position  can  scarcely  be  made  applicable 
to  colonies  still  strugglin^through  a  modified  slavery  ;  and  it  is  both  painful  and  pleasing 
still  further  to  remind  his  Excellency,  that  we  have  thus  far  advanced,  supported  by  our  own 
unaided  exertions,  through  a  succession  of  difliculties,  to  which  however  we  have  submis- 
sively bowed  as  to  the  dispensations  of  an  all-wise  Providence. 

4.  That,  conceding,  however,  for  the  purpose  of  present  argument,  not  only  that  this 
General  Assembly  can  be  legally  convened,  but  that  Antigua,  notwithstanding  the  free 
condition  of  her  labouring  population,  can  be  regarded  as  on  a  footing  with  the  neigh- 
bouring colonies,  this  House  would  still  hold  itself  bound  to  protest  against  the  worse  than 
nugatory  representation  of  her  interests  which  must  result  from  such  an  election  as  is  now 
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proposed — an  election  which  must  in  every  point  of  view  operate  against  these  interests       ELEWARD 
m  an  overwhelming  degree.    In  relation  to  the  other  colonies,  for  instance,  included  in  the        ISLANDS. 
proclamation,  she  is  to  be  granted  no  greater  share   of  influence  in  deciding  upon  the  ' 

measures  proposed  than  the  smallest  and  least  interested  among  them.  Tortola,  Nevis^ 
Montserrat  and  Antigua,  are  to  send  each  an  equal  number  of  delegates  to  this  common 
Assembly — an  Assembly  which  is  to  be  invested  with  the  monstrous  power  of  suspending 
all  our  existing  laws ;  those  Acts  under  which  its  meeting  has  been  convened  havmg  pro- 
vided only  for  non-interference  with  "  such  laws  and  legal  customs  "  as  happened  to  he  in 
force  at  the  time  they  were  passed,  132  years  ago.  But  it  is  not  only  in  relation  to  those 
of  the  other  colonies  that  the  interests  of  Antigua  are  likely  to  suffer ;  internally,  the 
evils  to  accrue  from  this  election  must  unfortunately  prove  still  more  ruinous  to  the 
proprietors  of  the  soil.  The  value  of  property  in  the  country,  compared  with  that  in  the 
several  towns,  may  be  roughly  estimated  at  99  to  1,  while,  on  account  of  the  extent  of 
each  a^icultural  freehold,  the  absence  of  proprietors,  and  a  variety  of  other  causes, 
the  resident  freeholders  in  the  towns,  from  their  numbers,  will  have  at  least  ten  times  more 
influence  in  an  election  where  the  whole  constituency  of  the  island  is  to  be  consulted,  than 
those  in  the  country  can  possibly  exercise.  The  consequence,  therefore,  is  indisputable, — 
the  large  landed  proprietor  will  be  wholly  unrepresented  in  this  general  convention.  At 
least  the  chances  thus  plainly  calculated  amount  to  absolute  certainty  that  the  interests 
more  peculiarly  his  will  oe  sacrificed. 

6.  That,  on  reviewing  the  arguments  against  the  General  Assembly  set  forth  in  the  fore- 
going resolutions,  this  House  would  fain  entertain  a  hope  that  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  will  deem  them  sufficiently  conclusive  to  induce  him  to  re-consider  the  matter, 
as  far  as  Antigua  is  concerned.  But,  in  order  to  guard  against  disappointment  in  this 
respect,  it  becomes  necessary,  in  the  discharge  of  an  imperative  duty,  that  the  House 
should  go  further,  and  firmly  but  most  respectfully  declare  its  deliberate  conviction,  that 
this  general  convention  has  been  illegally  proclaimed,  inasmuch  as  those  Acts  which 
the  proclamation  recites  having  had  special  relation  to  the  government  of  the  Leeward 
Caribbee  Islands,  must,  ex  necessitate  ret,  have  expired  with  the  government  to  which  they 
referred  in  every  clause,  and  can  never  fairly  be  construed  to  confer  the  power  now  claimed 
on  a  Governor  acting  under  a  new  title,  and  a  commission  so  totally  different  as  to  com- 
prise islands  which  previously,  and  at  several  periods,  formed  separate  governments; 
granted,  too,  at  a  time  when  a  domestic  revolution,  without  parallel,  perhaps,  m  the  history 
of  the  world,  had  just  been  effected  here,  and  here  alone, — a  revolution  which  entirely 
destroyed  that  identity  of  interests  with  the  sister  colonies  which  on  all  previous  occasions 
formed  the  sole  basis  of  assemblies  of  this  kind.  In  confirmation  of  which  view  of  the  case 
may  be  Quoted  the  fact,  that  it  has  been  foimd  necessary  to  exclude  Dominica  from  the  opera- 
tion of  tne  intended  measure,  although,  be  it  especially  remarked,  Dominica  forms  an  inte- 
gral part  of  the  existing  government. 

6.  That,  even  supposingthe  difficulty  just  stated  to  be  overcome,  and  the  Acts  in  question 
admitted  to  be  in  force,  this  House  has  further  to  express  its  opinion  respectfully  yet 
decidedly,  that  under  the  second  clause  of  the  Act,  No.  14,  recited  in  his  Excellency's 
proclamation,  the  concurrence  of  the  major  part  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  of  each  island 
respectively  is  necessary  before  the  required  order  can  be  issued  to  the  secretary  to  enable 
him  legally  to  take  the  votes  of  the  freeholders;  and  that,  consequently,  without  such  con- 
xmrrence  of  its  local  legislature,  no  island  can  be  held  bound  by  the  subsequent  proceedings 
of  a  convention  to  which  it  has  not  constituted  itself  a  party.  Under  circumstances  of  so 
grave  a  character,  which  appear  to  this  House  to  threaten  the  stability  of  property,  by 
consigning  the  whole  management  of  the  affairs  of  this  colony  into  the  hands  of  those  least 
interested  in  its  welfare,  it  is  resolved,  lastly,  that  the « concurrence  of  the  Council  be 
solicited  in  requesting  the  President  and  Speaker  to  present  an  humble  address  to  his 
Excellency  the  Governor-general,  founded  on  the  preceding  resolutions,  praying  that  his 
Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  take  into  his  immediate  and  indulgent  consideration  the  plain 
statement  of  facts  which  they  embrace,  by  which  this  House  persuades  itself  it  must  be 
made  evident  to  his  Excellency  that  Antigua  has  every  thing  to  lose  and  nothing  to  gain  by 
being  forced  to  participate  in  a  proceeding  against  which  this  House  has  thus  endeavoured 
earnestly  and  decidedly,  yet  it  trusts  with  becoming  deference,  to  protest. 


Enclosure  5,  in  No.  15. 

The  Governor  to  the  Honourable  the  Speaker  and  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Grentlemen, 
The  address  which  you  presented  to  me  yesterday,  jointly  with  the  Council,  enclosing  EqcI.  5,  in  No.  15 
a  series  of  resolutions   in   answer   to   my  message  of  the  21st  instant,    having  rendered 
necessary  a  more  particular  reference  to  the  circumstances  imder  which  I  have  judged  it 

f  roper  and  expedient  to  issue  writs  for  convening  the  General  Assembly  of  these  islands, 
do  not  delay  to  communicate  to  you  the  observations  which  immediately  occur  to  me 
on  a  perusal  of  these  resolutions,  passed  as  they  are  by  your  honourable  House,  and  adopted 
by  the  Council. 

Having  summoned  you  specially,  that  I  might  take  the  earliest  occasion  to  apprize  you 
of  my  intention,  I  was  unprepared  for  the  course  you  have  adopted. 

I  have  been  for  some  time  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  inconvenience  of  separate 

legislation  upon  general  subjects,  and  I  have  considered  that  the  period  has  arrived  for 
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LEEWaRD       recurring  to  a  system  which  had  obviously  originated  in  the  circumstances  under  which 
ISLANDS.        these  islands  had  been  settled,  and  the  value  of  which  had  been  practically  appreciated  at 
«._«-«^        a  period  comparatively  so  recent  as  in  1798. 

The  objections  you  now  bring  forward  are  grounded  on  your  impression  of  the  illegality 
and  of  the  inexpediency  of  convening  the  General  Assembly  at  this  time.  In  the  answer 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  my  despatch,  both  of  which  I  lay  before  you,  these  points, 
you  will  perceive,  were  particularly  adverted  to ;  and  the  opinions  of  the  Crown  lawyers, 
which  are  subjoined,  are  so  clear  and  conclusive  on  the  question  of  law,  that  I  have  not 
hesitated  to  act  on  them. 

By  another  despatch,  you  will  also  perceive  that  the  incorporation  of  Dominica  with  the 
Leeward  Islands  is  no  otherwise  considered  to  affect  the  question  than  as  requiring  the  con- 
sent of  the  general  and  local  legislatures  to  the  return  of  members  from  that  island. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  arrangement  contemplated  by  his  late  Majesty's 
Government,  on  the  re-establishment  of  the  general  government  in  1833,  was  intended  to 
accomplish  a  more  complete  consolidation  of  the  institutions  of  the  colony,  executive, 
judicial  and  legislative,  than  the  existing  laws  provide  for ;  and  that  these  laws  recognize 
the  local  le^latures  as  an  integral  and  essential  part  of  the  general  system,  they  being 
required  to  hold  elections,  and  to  make  returns  of  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly; 
and  if  the  convention  of  that  Assembly,  which  took  place  in  1798,  was  not  productive'of 
any  of  the  untoward  consequences  which  you  appear  now  to  apprehend,  there  can  be  no 
more  reason  to  anticipate  them  at  the  present,  as,  with  the  exception  of  the  subsequent 
enfranchisement  of  certain  classes  of  the  population,  there  would  not  be  any  material  dif- 
ference in  the  present  distribution  of  the  franchise. 

To  whatever  extent  the  principle  of  general  legislation  may  be  carried  oat  under  the 
operation  of  the  old  laws,  I  cannot  but  entertain  a  confident  hope  of  reciprocal  benefit  to 
tnis  and  the  other  islands,  fix)m  recurrence  to  the  system.  It  is  indeed  matter  of  regret 
that  the  connexion  between  them  should  ever  have  been  so  far  interrupted  as  to  lead  to 
the  diversity  of  systems  which  now  prevail,  and  to  the  temporary  loss  of  the  advantages  of 
comprehensive  legislation  upon  questions  of  general  concern. 

As  to  your  impression,  that  the  influence  of  the  other  islands  would  predominate  in  the 
General  Assembly  injuriously  to  yourselves,  I  may  distinctly  declare  my  own  conviction 
that  the  enlightened  measures  which  you  adopted  are  more  likely  to  influence  the  other 
islands  than  that  their  systems  should  affect  yours.  The  Council  and  Assembly  of  M(»it- 
serrat,  encouraged  by  your  example,  have  already  passed  resolutions  in  coincidence  with 
your  own,  for  terminatmg  the  system  of  apprenticeship  in  1838,  whereby  an  accession  of 
strength  in  support  of  your  principles  may  be  considered  as  already  acquired  to  you. 

I  have  already  observed  to  you  that  a  revision  of  the  election  laws  will  become  necessary, 
being  equally  defective  as  regards  the  constitution  of  the  local  and  general  assembUes;  and, 
in  refemng  such  questions  to  the  bodies  whose  privileges  are  affected,  you  will  appreciate, 
as  I  hope,  the  disposition  of  the  government  constitutionally  to  respect  them. 

I  have  entered  mto  these  details  with  you,  being  anxious  to  impress  on  you  that  your  own 
privileges  are  essentially  concerned  in  the  maintenance  of  the  ancient  htws  by  which  the 
General  Assembly  is  constituted,  and  that  to  exclude  Antigua  from  participation  on  the 
present  occasion  would  involve  a  flagrant  violation  of  those  laws,  of  which  the  inhabitants 
of  this  island  would  have  a  just  right  to  complain. 

Having  on  other  occasions  expressed  to  you  the  high  sense  I  entertain  of  your  enlightened 
proceedings,  I  need  not  repeat  my  conviction  that  the  salutary  effects  which  have  resulted 
nrom  them  will  be  more  extensively  appreciated  and  confirmed ;  and  were  it  probable  that  an 
adverse  or  counteracting  mfiuence  were  likely  to  prevail  in  the  General  Assembly,  you  will 
readily  perceive  that  a  counterpoise  would  exist  in  the  composition  of  the  Genersd  Comidl, 
in  the  constitutional  feelinga  of  Her  Majesty  and  Her  Grovemment,  and  in  the  disposition  c£ 
the  Parliament  and  the  people  of  En^limd. 

On  these  grounds  I  therefore  invite  you  to  join  with  me  in  executing  Her  Majesty's 
writ  for  the  election  of  members  to  serve  in  Antigua  on  the  approaching  deneral 
Assembly. 

(signed)        W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke. 

Government  House,  30  December  1837. 


Enclosure  6,  in  No.  15. 

End.  6,  in  No.  15.        Extract  fi-om  the  Minutes  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  of  Antigua,  relative  to  the 

General  Assembly  of  the  Leeward  Islands. 

At  a  meeting  of  his  Honor  the  President,  and  the  following  Members  of  the  Council,  by 
special  summons,  at  the  Court-house,  in  the  town  of  St.  John,  on  Saturday,  the  10th  day 
of  February  1799  ; 

Present : — The  Hon.  Edward  Byam,  President ;  Thomas  Jervis,  Thomas  N.  Kerby, 
James  Nibbs,  Rowland  Burton,  and  Samuel  Watkins,  Esqrs. 

His  Honor  the  President  informed  the  Board,  that  his  Honor  the  Conmiander-in-chief 
had  judged  it  necessary,  for  his  Majesty's  service,  and  the  good  and  welfare  of  the  Caribbee 
Islands,  to  issue  writs  in  his  Majesty's  name  to  call  together  a  General  Council  and 
Assembly,  to  meet  at  St.  Christopher  s  on  the  1st  day  of  March  next,  to  make,  enact  and 
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ordain  such  general  laws  and  ordinances  as  may  be  propeY  and  convenient  for  all  the        LEEWARD 
Caribbee  Leeward  Islands;  and  as  the  general  law  of  the  Leeward  Islands^  passed  in  the        ISLANDS. 

year  1694y  intituled,  *^  An  Act  to  prevent  Disputes  in  electing  Assembly  Men  to  serve  in        

General  Assemblies,"  enacts,  "  That  the  Govemor-in-chief,  or  heutenant  or  deputy  governor, 
}H*esident  or  presidents,  and  the  major  part  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  for  the  time  being 
of  each  island,  shall  order  the  secretary  or  deputy  secretaiy  of  each  respective  island,  upon 
oath,  in  their  presence,  at  such  time  and  place  as  their  Majesties'  writs  shall  direct,  to  take 
the  freeholders'  votes  of  each  island,  in  manner  and  form  as  they  shall  direct ;"  and  as 
his  Majesty's  writs  had  directed  that  the  votes  of  the  freeholders  should  be  taken  this  day 
at  the  court-house,  in  the  town  of  St.  John,  he  had  been  under  the  necessity  of  calling  the 
two  Houses  together  sooner  than  the  day  to  which  they  stood  adjourned,  in  order  that  the 
above  recited  Act  may  be  comphed  with. 

That  he  was  ready  to  join  the  Council  and  Assembly  in  proceeding  on  the  business  of 
the  day  in  the  hall  below,  as  soon  as  the  two  Houses  might  think  proper  to  adjourn  thither 
for  that  purpose. 

The  following  message  was  then  sent  by  his  Honor  the  President  to  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Assembly : — 

His  Honor  the  President  in  Council  to  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly. 
Gentlemen, 

His  Honor  the  Commander-in-chief  having  judged  it  necessary,  for  his  Majesty's  service, 
and  the  good  and  welfare  of  the  Caribbee  Islands,  to  issue  writs  in  his  Majesty's  name  to  call 
together  a  General  Council  and  Assembly,  to  meet  at  St.  Christopher's  on  tne  1st  day  of  March 
next,  to  make,  enact  and  ordain  such  general  laws  and  ordinances  as  may  be  proper  and  con- 
venient for  all  the  Caribbee  Leeward  Islands ;  and  as  the  general  law  of  the  Leeward 
Islands,  passed  in  the  year  1694,  intituled,  ''An  Act  to  prevent  Disputes  in  electing  As- 
sembly Men  to  serve  in  General  AssembUes,''  enacts,  "  Tnat  the  Govemor-in-chief,  or  heu- 
tenant or  deputy  governor,  president  or  presidents,  and  the  major  part  of  the  Council  and 
Assembly  for  the  time  being  of  each  island,  shall  order  the  secretary  or  deputy  secretary  of 
each  respective  island,  upon  oath,  in  their  presence,  at  such  time  and  place  as  their  Majesties' 
writs  shall  direct,  to  take  the  freeholders'  votes  of  each  island  in  manner  and  form  as  they 
shall  direct ;"  and  as  his  Majesty's  writs  have  directed  that  the  votes  of  the  freeholders  shall 
be  taken  this  day,  at  the  court-house  in  the  town  of  St.  John,  I  have  been  under  the  neces- 
sity of  calling  the  two  Houses  together  sooner  than  the  day  to  which  they  stood  adjourned, 
in  order  that  the  above  recited  Act  may  be  complied  with. 

I  am  ready  to  join  the  Council  and  Assembly  in  proceeding  on  the  business  of  the  day, 
in  the  hall  below,  as  soon  as  the  two  Houses  may  think  proper  to  adjourn  thither  for  that 
purpose. 

By  command. 

(signed)         TTm.  Matthews, 

Council  Chamber,  10  February  1798.  Deputy  Secretary. 

The  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly  to  his  Honor  the  President  in  Council. 

This  House  is  ready  immediately  to  join  your  Honor  and  the  Council  in  proceeding  on 
the  business  for  which  they  have  this  day  been  specially  convened. 

(signed)        John  Burhe,  Speaker  pro  tern. 

A  verbal  message  was  then  sent  down  by  the  deputy  provost  marshal  to  the  gentlemen  of 
the  Assembly,  to  mform  them  that  the  members  of  this  board  were  going  down ;  and  they 
having  met  in  the  hall  below,  the  business  was  accordingly  proceeded  upon. 

The  following  oath  was  first  administered  to  the  secretary : 

"  You  do  swear  that  you  will  faithftiUy  and  justly  discharge  the  duty  imposed  upon  you 
this  day,  by  virtue  of  a  general  Act  of  the  Leeward  Islands,  passed  in  the  year  1694, 
intituled,  *  An  Act  to  prevent  Disputes  in  electing  Assembly  Men  to  serve  in  General 
Assemblies,'  and  that  you  will  take  the  votes  of  the  freeholders  for  the  election  of  assembly 
men  to  serve  in  the  approaching  General  Assembly,  to  be  held  at  the  island  of  Saint  Chris- 
topher, without  partiality,  favour  or  affection ;  and  that  if  any  disputes  shall  happen  con* 
ceming  the  election  of  any  person,  you  will  refer  such  disputes  to  the  president,  and  the 
major  part  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  now  sitting,  to  oe  by  them  aecided  and  deter- 
mined.   So  help  you  God.^' 

After  which  he  read  the  writ  which  had  been  issued,  and  it  was  in  the  words  following : 

Saint  Christopher's, 
George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland  King, 
Defender  of  the  Faith,  and  so  forth : 
To  the  Secretary  or  Deputy  Secretary  of  the  Island  of  Antigua,  greeting :  Whereas  by 
an  Act  of  the  Leeward  Islands,  intituled,  **  An  Act  to  prevent  Disputes  in  electing  Assembly 
Men  to  serve  in  General  AssembUes,"  it  is  aiacted,  "  That  the  Uovemor^in-chief,  or  lieu- 
tenant or  deputy  governor,  president  or  presidents,  and  the  major  part  of  the  Council  and 
Assembly  for  the  time  being  of  each  island,  shall  order  the  secretary  or  deputy  secretary 
of  each  respective  island,  upon  oath,  in  tli^ir  presence,  at  such  time  and  place  as  then* 
505.  E  4  Majesties' 
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LEFAVARD       Majesties'  writs  shall  direct,  to  take  the  freeholders'  votes  of  each  island  in  manner  and 
ISLANDS.        form  as  they  shall  direct,  to  their  knowledge  admitting.no  vote  but  what  shall  be  made 

by  a  freeholder  of  the  respective  island  in  person,  and  after  all  the  votes  are  so  taken,  then 

and  there  publicly  declare  upon  whom  the  elections  fall  by  plurality  of  votes ;"  and  also, 
by  another  Act  of  the  Leeward  Islands,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  settle  General  Councils  and 
General  Assemblies  for  the  Caribbee  Islands  in  America,  and  to  secure  to  each  particular 
Island  their  own  peculiar  Laws  and  legal  Customs,"  it  is  enacted,  '^  That  whensoever  the 
Commander-in-chief  shall  judge  it  necessary  for  his  Majesty's  service,  and  the  good  and 
welfare  of  the  Caribbee  Islands,  to  call  together  the  General  Council  and  General  Assembly, 
that  then  all  the  freeholders  of  each  respective  island  that  are  qualified  by  law  shall  meet 
together  at  a  ceitain  time  and  place,  to  be  nominated  and  appointed  by  writ  from  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief for  the  time  being  in  their  several  respective  islands,  to  elect  and  make 
choice  of  five  able  and  discreet  men,  being  freeholders  of  and  in  each  and  every  the  said 
respective  islands,  to  be  their  representatives,  and  to  join  with  the  said  Commander-in-chief 
ana  General  Council,  to  make,  enact  and  ordain  such  general  laws  and  ordinances  as  may 
I  be  proper  and  convenient  for  all  the  Caribbee  Leeward  Islands :"    We  therefore  command 

you,  that  you  cause  to  be  summoned  the  several  and  respective  freeholders  of  the  Island 
of  Antigua  that  are  qualified  by  law  to  meet  you  at  the  court-house  in  the  town  of  Saint 
John,  on  the  loth  day  of  February  next,  then  and  there  to  elect  and  make  choice  of  five 
able  and  discreet  men,  being  freeholders  of  the  said  Island  of  Antigua,  to  be  their  repre- 
sentatives to  serve  in  the  General  Assembly  of  our  said  Caribbee  Islands,  and  to  join  with 
the  said  Commander-in-chief  and  General  Council  to  make,  enact  and  ordain  such  general 
laws  and  ordinances  as  may  be  proper  and  convenient  for  aU  the  Leeward  Caribbee  Islands. 
And  the  persons  so  chosen  you  are  to  direct  to  meet  our  said  Commander-in-chief  and 
General  Council  at  Basseterre,  in  the  Island  of  Saint  Christopher,  on  the  1st  day  of  March 
next.    And.  of  this  writ  due  return  to  make  ;  and  of  which  fail  not« 

Witness  the  Honourable  Robert  Thomson,  Esquire,  Commander-in-chief  for  the  time 
bein^  in  and  over  all  our  Leeward  Caribbee  Islands  in  America,  Chancellor,  Vice- 
admiral  and  Ordinary  of  the  same,  &c.  dec.  &c. 
At  Saint  Christopher's,  this  4th  day  of  January  1798,  and  the  38th  year  of  our  reign. 

(signed)        Robert  Thomson,  (l.s.) 

The  constables  were  then  sworn  to  the  returns  made  on  their  respective  warrants,  and  the 
poll  opened  and  kept  open  until  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  following  is  a  copy 
thereof : — 

A  poll  taken  before  William  Mattliews,  Esq.,  deputy  secretary  of  the  island  of  Antigua, 
at  the  court-house  in  the  town  of  Saint  John,  in  the  said  island,  in  the  presence  of  the 
Honourable  Edward  Byam,  Esq.,  president,  and  the  major  part  of  the  Council  and  As- 
sembly of  the  said  island,  for  the  election  of  five  members  to  serve  in  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Leeward  Caribbee  Islands,  as  representatives  for  the  said  Island  of  Antigua,  pur- 
suant to  his  Majesty's  writ  for  that  purpose,  directed  to  the  said  deputy  secretary,  and 
tested  by  the  Honourable  Robert  Thomson,  Esq^.,  Commander-in-chief  for  the  time  being 
in  and  over  all  the  Leeward  Caribbee  Islands  m  America,  Chancellor,  Vice-admiral  and 
Ordinary  of  the  same,  &c.  &c.  &c.,  at  St.  Christopher's,  on  the  4th  day  of  January,  in  the 
oear  of  our  Lord  1798,  and  of  his  Majesty's  reign  the  38th. 

Names'of  Candidates.  Number  of  Voters  polled  to  each. 

Honourable  John  Burke   -        -        -        -        -        -112 

Honourable  H.  B.  Lightfoot      -----  99 

Thos.  D.  Harman,  Esq.    ------  69 

Thos.  Scotland,  Esq. 77 

Richard  O.  Athill,  Esq. 44 

Isaac  F.  Thibon,  Esq. 84 

William  Lockhead,  Esq.  ------  21 

Daniel  Hill,  jun.,  Esq.     ------  73 

Walter  Colquhoun,  Esq.  ------  17 

Honourable  Thos.  Warner         -        -        -        -        -  13 

John  Scholes,  Esq.          ------  3 

William  Sherrington,  Esq.        -----  2 

Samuel  Eliot,  Esq.  --        --        -        -        -  1 

Total  Number  of  Electors  who  voted    -        -        -        -    121 
Each  having  five  votes. 

Total  Number  of  Votes 606 

Antigva.—Be  it  remembered,  that  in  obedience  to  his  Majesty's  vmt  hereto  annexed, 
I,  WilUam  Matthews,  Esq.,  deputy  secretary  of  the  said  Island  of  Antigua,  and  to  whom 
the  said  vmt  is  directed,  did  by  warrant  under  my  hand  and  seal,  bearing  date  the  29th  of 
January  last,  and  directed  to  the  respectivecons  tables  for  the  several  towns  and  divisions 
in  the  said  island,  cause  the  freeholders  of  the  said  several  towns  and  divisions  to  be  sum- 
moned and  convened  together  on  this  present  10th  day  of  February,  at  the  court-house  in 
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the  town  of  St.  .Tohn^  then  and  there  to  elect  and  make  choice  of  five  able  and  discreet 
men,  being  freeholders  of  the  said  Island  of  Antipia,  to  be  their  representatives  to  serve  in 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  Leeward  Caribbee  Islands,  and  to  join  widi  the  Commander- 
in-chief  and  General  Council  at  Basseterre,  in  the  Island  of  St.  Uhristopher,  on  the  1st  day 
of  March  next,  to  make,  enact  and  ordain  such  general  laws  and  ordinances  as  may  be 
proper  and  convenient  for  all  the  Leeward  Caribbee  Islands;  and  the  persons  before 
named  being  freeholders  in  the  said  island,  and  convened  together  as  aforesaid,  in  the 
presence  of  the  Honourable  Edward  Byam,  Esq.,  President  of  his  Majesty's  Council  for 
the  said  Island  of  Antigua,  and  the  major  part  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  of  the  said 
island,  the  following  gentlemen  were  nommated  candidates;  viz.  the  Honourable  John 
Burke,  the  Honourable  Henry  Benskin  Lightfoot,  Thomas  Dnbery  Harman,  Esq.,  Thomas 
Scotland,  Esq.,  Richard  Oliver  Athill,  Esq.,  Isaac  Field  Thibon,  Esq.,  William  Lockhead, 
£sq.|  Daniel  Hill,  jun.,  Esq.,  Walter  Colquhoun,  Esq.,  the  Honourable  Thomas  Warner, 
John  Scholes,  Esq.,  William  Sherrington,  Esq.,  and  Samuel  Eliot,  Esq.  And  after  all  the 
votes  were  taken,  the  elections  fell  by  plurality  of  votes  upon  the  Honourable  John  Burke, 
the  Honourable  Henry  Benskin  Lightfoot,  Isaac  Field  Thibon,  Esq.,  Thomas  Scotland, 
Esq.,  and  Daniel  Hill,  jun.  Esq.,  to  serve  as  representatives  in  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  Leeward  Caribbee  Islands,  as,  by  referring  to  the  foregoing  poll,  may  be  more  particu- 
larly seen,  and  which  is  to  be  taken  and  considered  as  part  of  this  my  return  of  my  proceedings 
under  his  Majesty's  writ  aforesaid.  I  do  therefore  hereby  return  the  said  Honourable  John 
Buike,  the  Honourable  Heniy  Benskin  Lightfoot,  Isaac  Field  Thibon,  Esq.,  Thomas  Scot- 
land, Esq.,  and  Daniel  Hill,  jun.  Esq.,  as  duly  elected  to  serve  in  the  said  General  Assembly 
of  the  Leeward  Caribbee  Islands,  as  representatives  of  the  said  Island  of  Anti^a,  and  to 
join  with  the  Commander-in-chief  and  General  Council  at  Basseterre,  in  the  island  of  St. 
Christopher  aforesaid,  on  the  1st  day  of  March  next,  to  make,  enact  and  ordain  such 
general  laws  and  ordinances  as  may  be  proper  and  convenient  for  all  the  Leeward 
Caribbee  Islands. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  at  the  Court-house,  in  the  town  of  St.  John,  in  the  said 
Island  of  Antigua,  this  10th  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1798,  and 
of  his  Majesty's  reign  the  38th. 

(signed)         William  Matthews^ 

Deputy  Secretary  of  the  Island  of  Antigua. 
(L.  s.) 


LEEWARD 
ISLANDS. 


Enclosure  7,  in  No.  15. 
Rbturn  of  the  Elections  of  the  present  House  of  Assembly  of  Antigua^  1837. 


End.  7, 10  No.  15. 


Division. 

Candidates. 

Number 
of  Voters. 

Popeshead 

T.  F.  Nibbs,  S.  Auchinleek 

. 

• 

3 

Five  Islands       -        -| 

17   O11I0V  .          •          •          -          • 

4 

S.  Richards       -        -        ^      -  - 

- 

- 

2 

New  North  Sound  Di- 

N. Nugent,  A.  Musgrave   - 

- 

- 

4 

vision. 

Old  Road,  B^rmudian 
Vialley,    and    New 
Dvision. 

John  Oshom,  Robert  Briggs 

"        — 

— 

53 

Belfast      -        -        - 

T.  S.  Edwards,  WiUiam  Edwards 

• 

- 

no  poll. 

Fahnouth   and     Ren- 
dezvous Bay* 

T.  Sanderson,  John  G  ray 

- 

- 

60 

St.' John's  Town 

James  Scotland,  R.  B.  Eldridge,  Thos.  Fergusson,1 
WiUiam  Thibon     ..•--./ 

168 

Nonsuch    -        -        - 

S.  A.  Turner,  Francis  Shand 

- 

^ 

no  poll. 

Dickenson's  Bay 

G  W..  W.  Ledeatt,  G.  W.  Ottley 

•        • 

• 

9 

St.  John's  Division      - 

Robert  Horsford,  John  Shiell      - 

- 

•- 

20 

WiUoughby  Bay 

Hugh  Edwards,  Samuel  Sedgwick 

- 

- 

no  poll. 

Old  North  Sound 

Thomas  Corill,  R.  Otto  3aijer    - 

• 

- 

no  poll. 
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LEEWARD  Enclosure  8,  iu  No.  15. 

ISLANDS,  si^^  .  Antigua,  1  October  1837. 

.  I  HATE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your  Excellency's  communication  of  the  27th  ult, 

End.  By  in  No.  15,  j^j  jjgg  ^  g^^  i^  reply  that  there  is  not  any  general  or  local  law  in  force  in  this  island 
which  would  prevent  tne  return  of  members  to  serve  in  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Lee- 
ward Islands,  under  the  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  1705,  or  which  would  otherwise 
preclude  the  Assembly  being  called  together,  as  in  1797. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        Robert  Horsfard, 
His  Excellency  the  Governor,  Solicitor-general. 

&c.  8ic.  &c. 


(Circular.)  Government  House,  Antigua, 

Sir,  1  October  1837. 

In  pursuance  of  instructions  which  I  have  received  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  I  have 
to  request  that  you  will  call  upon  the  Queen's  Counsel  to  ascertain  and  report,  for  my 
information,  whether  there  is  any  general  or  local  law  in  force  in  which 

would  prevent  the  return  of  the  members  to  serve  in  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Leeward 
Islands,  under  the  Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  dated  the  7th  of  June  1705,  and  which 
would  otherwise  preclude  the  Assembly  being  called  together,  as  in  1797,  for  the  regula- 
tion of  the  common  concerns  of  these  islands. 
I  request  your  early  reply  to  this  communication. 

I  have,  &c. 
To  his  Honor  the  President  of (signed)         W.  M.  G.  CoUbroohe. 


Sir,  Montserrat,  15  October  1837. 

In  reply  to  your  Excellency's  despatch  of  the  1st  of  October,  I  have  now  the  honour  to 
communicate  the  Queen's  Counsel's  opinion,  as  called  for,  viz. : — 

"  I  have  the  honour  of  reporting  to  you,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Gover- 
nor, that  there  is  no  general  or  local  law  now  in  force  in  this  island  to  prevent  the  return 
of  members  to  serve  in  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Leeward  Islands,  under  the  Act  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  1705,  or  to  preclude  the  Assembly  being  called  together  for  the  regu- 
lation of  the  common  concerns  of  those  islands,  as  in  1797." 

I  have,  &c. 
His  Excellency  Sir  W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke,  (signed)        H.  Hamilton^ 

&c.  &c.  &c.  President 


(No.  22.)  St.  Christopher, 

Sir,  Government  House,  6  October  1837. 

In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  circular  letter  of  the  1st  instant, 
requiring  to  know  whether  the  "  General  Assembly  Act"  of  1705  be  in  operation,  I  have 
the  honour  to  annex  the  report  of  Mr.  Solicitor-general  Claxton  on  that  subject,  by  which 
it  appears  the  Act  is  still  in  operation. 

I  have,  &c, 
(signed)        H.  Macleod, 
His  Excellency  the  Governor.  Lieut.- governor. 


Sir,  St.  Christopher,  6  October  1837. 

I  HATE  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Govemor-in-chief, 
that  I  find  no  enactment  on  our  colonial  statute  book,  whereby  the  Act  of  the  General 
Assembly,  dated  the  7th  of  June  1706,  No.  28,  for  settling  general  councils  and  general 
assemblies  for  the  Caribbee  Islands  in  America,  and  for  securing  to  each  particular 
islands  their  own  peculiar  laws  and  legal  customs,  is  in  any  degree  limited  or  impaired  by 
its  operation. 

I  remain,  &c. 
His  Excellency  the  Lieut.-govemor,  (signed)         Robert  Claxton. 

Sec.  Sac.  &c. 


Sir,  Government  House,  Nevis,  16  Oct,  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Solicitor- 
general,  giving  his  opinion  whether  there  is  any  general  or  local  law  in  force  which  would 
prevent  members  to  serve  in  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Leeward  Islands. 

I  have,  &c. 
His  Excellency  Sir  W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke,  (signed)        James  Danielly 

&c.  &c.  &c.  President. 


Sir, 

J  y-^   y'^V  ^'•^ 
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Sir,  St.  Christopher,  14  October  1837.  "Vl^ll^nP 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Govemor-in-chief,        ISLANDS, 
that  I  am  aware  of  no  law  in  force  in  Nevis  which  can  interfere  with  the  provisions  of  the       — — — — 
Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  dated  the  7th  dav  of  June  1706,  or  which  would  otherwise 
preclude  a  General  Assembly  being  called  together,  as  in  1797. 

I  remain,  &c. 
His  Honor  the  President,  (signed)        Robert  Claxton. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Sir,  Tortola,  7  November  1837. 

In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  despatch  of  the  1st  October  last, 
I  have  to  acquaint  you,  that  very  shortly  after  the  receipt  ot  it,  I  communicated  its  contents 
to  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  Queen's  Counsel,  and  requested  to  be  furnished,  at  his  earliest  con- 
venience, with  the  required  repjort  for  your  Excellency's  information^  Awaiting  that  report, 
I  have  hitherto  deferred  replying  to  your  Excellency's  despatch.  I  find,  however,  by  a 
conversation  which  I  had  yesterday  with  that  functionary  on  the  subject,  that  it  has 
occasioned  him  considerable  research  amongst  the  old  records  and  papers  to  acquire  the 
necessary  information  to  enable  him  to  make  the  report  thereon,  and  which  has  caused  the 
delay,  but  he  thinks  that  he  has  succeeded  so  far  as  to  be  enabled  to  complete  it  in  the 
course  of  the  ensuing  week. 

I  have,  &c. 
His  Excellency  Sir  W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke,  (signed)         W.  Rogers  Isaacs. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


,  -  Government  House,  Antigua, 

Sir,  30  December  1837. 

With  reference  to  my  letters  of  the  7th  November  and  9th  December,  I  request  that 

iou  will  call  on  the  law  officer  of  Tortola  for  an  explanation  of  the  delay  in  communicating 
is  opinion  upon  the  question  referred  to  in  my  despatch  of  the  1st  of  October,  and  which 
is  urgently  required  to  enable  me  to  fulfil  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

You  will  receive  by  this  opportunity  the  opinions  of  the  law  officers  in  the  other  Leeward 
Islands. 

I  have,  &c. 

His  Honor  the  President  of  Tortola.  (signed)         W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke 


—No.  16.— 
(No.  203.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke,  k.c.h., 

to  Lord  Glenelg. 

Government  House,  Antigua, 
My  Lord,  30  December  1837,  Saturday  evening,  8  p.m. 

With  reference  to  my  despatch,  No.  202,  of  this  date,  I  hasten  to  report  to  No.  i6, 
3^ur  Lordship  that  I  am  just  informed  that  the  House  of  Assembly^  after  a  pro- 
tracted debate,  have  decided  to  adhere  to  their  resolutions  of  yesterdiay,  but  with- 
out giving  a  more  spedfic  answer  to  my  last  message,  and  tlmt  the  Council  were 
likely  to  adopt  the  same  course.  It  is  not  probable,  however,  that  their  addresses 
will  be  sent  up  to  me  until  Monday  next. 

I  will  report  to  your  Lordship  by  the  next  packet  the  further  proceedings  in 
this  and  the  other  islands. 

I  take  this  opportunity,  recurring  to  my  despatch.  No.  109,  of  the  2 2d  of 
September,  to  iiiform  your  Lordship  that  the  SoUdtor-general,  Mr.  Robert  Hors- 
ford,  has  rendered  me  his  zealous  aiid  able  support  in  the  course  of  these  pro- 
ceedings, and  has  divided  with  a  minority  of  four  in  the  House  of  Assembly 
against  their  resolutions,  and  with  a  minority  of  six  in  favour  of  the  legality 
of  convening  the  General  Assembly,  of  whom  three  are  leading  barristers ;  and  I 
beg  leave  earnestly  to  reconmiend  Mr.  Horsford  to  your  Lordship's  protection. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         IV.  M.  G.  Colebrooke. 

P.  8. — The  enclosed  address  of  the  House  of  Assembly  has  been  deUvered^to 
me  while  closing  my  despatch,  and  a  note  from  the  President  of  the  Council. 

w.  M.  G.  a 
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LEEWARD  Enclosure  in  No.  1 6. 

'^"^^^^-  ANTIGUA. 

Eucl.  in  No.  i6.  To  his  Excellency  Sir  William  Macbean  George  Colebrooke,  k.c.  h.,  Governor  and  Com- 
mander-in-chief in  and  over  Her  Majesty's  Islands,  Montserrat,  Barbadoes,  St. 
Christopher,  Nevis,  An^illa,  the  Virgm  islands  and  Dominica,  Chancellor,  Vice- 
admiral  and  Ordinary  of  the  same. 

The  humble  Address  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  said  Island. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

We,  Her  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  members  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
of  Antigua,  pray  leave  most  respectfully  to  acknowledge  your  Excellency's  communication 
of  this  day's  date,  and  at  the  same  time  to  express  flie  deep  regret  of  the  House  that  a 
reconsideration  of  the  subject,  with  your  Excellency's  enlarged  explanation  of  your  views, 
and  the  accompanying  documents  before  it,  have  failed  to  produce  any  change  in  the 
sentiments  already  conveyed  to  your  Excellency  through  the  joint  resolutions  of  the  two 
Houses,  which  were  submitted  yesterday. 

(signed)        Nicholas  Nugenty 

Si.  John's,  30  December  1837.  Speaker. 


—No,  17.— 
(No.  10.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir   W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke,  k.  c.  h., 

to  Lord  Glenelg, 

Government  House, 
My  Lord,  Antigua,  20  January  1838. 

No.  17.  Referring  to  my  despatches,  Nos.  202  and  203,  of  the  30th  December, 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  to  your  Liordship  my  further  proceedings  in  connexion 
with  the  local  legislatures,  for  convening  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Leeward 
Islands. 

On  the  21st  instant  I  received  the  second  address  of  the  Legislative  Council, 
and  having  taken  occasion  to  enter  into  a  full  explanation  with  them,  in  Privy 
Council,  of  my  proceedings,  and  to  meet  the  various  objections  that  were  urged 
against  the  measure,  I  sent  pubUc  messages  to  the  Council  and  Assembly  at  their 
next  meeting,  which  are  herewith  enclosed ;  and  from  the  influence  which  the 
proceedings  in  this  island  have  in  the  other  communities,  I  have  considered  it  my 
duty  to  hold  successive  Councils,  and  to  enter  into  the  most  unreserved  communi- 
cations with  the  members,  and  other  leading  persons,  in  regard  to  the  circumstances 
which  call  for  the  convention  of  a  General  Assembly  at  this  juncture,  and  which 
I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  have  been  conducted  in  a  most  conciliatory 
spirit. 

In  regard  to  the  reception  of  my  circular  by  the  local  legislatures  in  the  other 
Leeward  Islands,  I  have  pleasure  in  referring  your  Lordship  to  the  enclosed 
resolutions  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  of  Montserrat,  in  which  they  concur  in 
the  legality  of  the  proposed  convention. 

The  Council  of  St.  Christopher's  have  also  resolved  to  respect  the  authority  of 
The  Queen's  writ,  but  the  Assembly  have  dissented. 

ITie  circumstance  that  the  General  Assembly  was  convened  in  1798,  on  petition 
from  the  local  legislatures  to  the  then  Captain-general,  has  led  to  the  impression 
that  their  consent  was  necessary  to  the  exercise  of  the  Royal  prerogative,  under 
the  4th  clause  of  the  Act  of  1705  ;  but  such  a  reference,  even  from  courtesy, 
would  have  increased  incalculably  the  difficulties  attendant  on  the  measure,  even 
if  it  had  been  practicable,  as  the  circumstances  detailed  in  my  despatch.  No.  26, 
of  the  14th  June,  were  such,  that  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  expect  a 
<5oincidence  of  opinion  from  the  several  legislatures. 

In  the  resolutions  of  the  Assembly  of  Antigua,  which,  from  the  position  of  this 
island,  demandt  he  first  attention,  the  questions  of  law  and  expediency  are  brought 
forward  together.  As  a  disposition  has  been  shown  to  question  the  legality  of  the 
convention,  I  liave  made  such  further  references  to  the  law  officers  as  have  been 
required;  and  I  enclose  copy  of  my  correspondence  with  the  Solicitor- general ; 
and  finding  that  the  writs  were  issued  by  the  Captain-general  to  the  secretaries 
of  the  difierent  islands  in  1798,  I  have,  in  order  to  meet  all  possible  objections, 
issued  other  writs  to  the  secretaries  of  the  different  islands  to  summon  the  free- 
holders in  conformity  to  the  precedent  of  1798  ;  and  in  the  event  of  a  major 
part  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  in  any  island  not  being  present  on  the  1st  of 
February,  it  will  be  my  instruction  that  the  secretary  be  sworn  to  take  the  votes 

of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A  GENERAL  COUNCIL  AND  ASSEMBLY.  37 

oi  the  freeholders  in  the  presence  of  those  who  do  attend,  considering  that  the      LEEWARD 
Act  of  1694  for  settling  disputes  between  assembly  men  could  not  have  been       ISLANDS. 

intended  to  curtail  the  exercise  of  the  Royal  prerogative,  or  virtually  to  disfran- 

chise  the  people  ;  especially  as  the  Act  of  1705  to  settle  General  Councils  and 
Assemblies  does  not  take  any  notice  of  such  forms.  It  would,  however,  be  a 
subject  for  consideration  whether  the  Assembly  should  be  caUed  together  until 
I  should  receive  your  Lordship's  instruction ;  but  I  feel  that  it  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  that  the  writs  should  be  executed,  both  as  due  to  the  Royal  authority 
under  which  they  have  issued,  and  to  remove  the  doubts  and  apprehensions 
which  have  been  entertained  in  regard  to  the  disposition  of  the  constituencies, 
and  the  qualifications  of  the  persons  who  might  be  chosen  by  them  as  their  repre- 
sentatives from  the  several  islands. 

It  is  my  intention,  immediately  after  the  elections,  to  prorogue  the  Assembly 
to  the  1st  of  March,  in  accordance  with  the  wish  expressed  in  the  resolutions  from 
Montserrat. 

As  much  stress  is  laid  upon  the  disposition  of  that  part  of  the  constituency  of 
this  island  who  have  been  enfranchised  since  1798, 1  think  it  but  justice  to  them 
to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  copy  of  an  address  which  has  been  presented  to  me, 
and  which  in  a  single  day  has  been  signed  by  56  electors  of  their  class,  pledging 
themselves  to  support  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  colony.  I  also  enclose 
copy  of  another  address  which  has  been  signed  by  211  persons,  who,  I  am  in- 
formed, are  independent  householders,  containing  a  commentary  upon  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  House  of  Assembly,  which  I  recommend  to  your  Lordship's  attentive 
consideration. 

It  has  been  my  earnest  endeavour  in  my  communications  with  this  and  with 
every  other  class  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony,  to  promote  a  good  understand- 
ing between  them  ;  and  I  hope  that  the  temporary  excitement  occasioned  by  the 
unexpected  manner  in  which  my  message  was  received  by  the  Council  and 
Assembly,  will  not  lead  to  any  undue  agitation  of  the  public  mind,  but  as  the 
objects  of  the  measure  become  better  understood  that  the  advantages  to  be  looked 
for  will  be  generally  appreciated. 

My  correspondence  with  the  President  at  Tortola  will  at  pnce  convince  your 
Lordship  of  the  little  effect  which,  under  present  circumstances,  are  likely  to 
attend  any  attempt  to  reform  the  local  legislatures,  or  to  organize  them  in  a 
manner  to  provide  for  the  due  discharge  of  their  legislative  functions  ;  and  the 
situation  of  that  colony  will  demand  the  early  attention  of  the  General  Assembly. 

I  enclose  to  your  Lordship  an  abstract  statement  of  the  various  returns  which 
have  been  made  to  me  relative  to  the  present  constitution  of  the  elective  bodies  ; 
from  which  it  appears  that  there  is  no  election  law  in  Antigua,  nor  in  Montserrat, 
and  that  the  number  of  electors  in  the  former  island  are  less  in  proportion  to  the 
population  than  in  the  other  Leeward  Islands.  As  affecting  the  General  Assembly, 
it  is  desirable  that  the  revision  of  the  laws  and  regulations  touching  the  franchises 
should  be  reserved  for  that  body. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  requesting  that  your  Lordship  will  be  pleased  to  give 
directions  that  a  great  seal  for  the  islands  under  this  Grovemment  should  be 
frimished  to  me.  The  necessity  of  issuing  writs  on  the  same  day  to  the  several 
islands,  and  eventually  of  affixing  it  to  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly,  render  it 
necessary  that  I  should  possess  such  a  seal. 

I  have  not  dwelt  in  this  despatch  upon  the  apprehension  which  has  been  raised 
in  some  quarters,  that  the  measure  of  convening  the  General  Assembly  will  be 
detrimental  to  the  interests  of  colonial  property.  That  individuals  interested  in 
the  maintenance  of  the  present  system  of  management  may  consider  that  measures 
will  be  promoted  that  will  gradually  effect  a  change  in  that  system,  is  not  impro- 
bable, but  that  such  change  will  have  any  other  effect  than  to  promote  the  pro- 
sperity of  the  colony  and  the  permanent  welfare  of  the  proprietary  body,  is  an 
opinion  which  will  not  be  entertained  by  those  who  look  beyond  the  prospects  of 
the  current  year,  and  who  regard  the  present  system  as  one  which  has  led  to  the 
impoverishment  of  the  colony,  and  would  lead,  if  continued,  to  the  ruin  of  those 
who  should  adhere  to  it. 

The  extent  to  which  estates  are  mortgaged  to  persons  whose  connexion  with 
the  colony  is  purely  of  a  speculative  nature,  and  the  absence  of  so  many  pro- 
prietors is  thus  regarded  as  the  source  of  evils  which  it  is  the  desire  of  many 
to  correct. 

That  Antigua  has  benefited  from  the  residence  of  many  respectable  and  public- 
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LEEWARD      spirited  proprietors  is  evixK«d  from  her  present  ccmdition ;  but  even  in  this  island 
ISLANDS.       the  number  of  proprietors  resident  is  56,  possessing  20,172  acres,  while  the 

number  absent  is   55,   possessing   34,504   acres,  from    which,  and  ftom  the 

extensive  claims  of  mortgagees,  your  Lordship  may  infer  to  what  an  extent  the 
resources  of  its  agriculture  are  withdrawn,  when  no  farming  capital  is  invested  to 
secure  a  participation  in  profits. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)        W.  M.  G.  Colebrook 


Enclosure  (A.)  in  No.  17. 

ANTIGUA. 

Enclosure  (A.)  ''^  ^^*  Excellency  lieutenant-coloael  Sir  William  Macbean  George  Colebrooke,  Knight 

in  No.  17.  ^f  Hanover,  Governor  and  Conunander-in-chief  in  and  over  Her  Majesty's  Islands  of 

Antigua,  Montserrat,  Barbuda,  St.  Christopher,  Nevis,  Anguilla,  the  Virgin  Island 
and  Dominica,  Chancellor,  Vice-admiral  ana  Ordinary  of  the  same,  &c.  &c.  tc. 

The  humble  Address  of  the  Board  of  CouncU  of  the  said  Isknd. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

We,  Her  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Cobb- 
cil  of  Antigua,  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's 
communication  of  this  date,  in  reply  to  the  address  presented  to  your  Excellency,  jointly 
with  the  House  of  Assembl)r,  yesterday,  and  are  unconscious  that  the  course  they  have 
adopted  is  in  any  way  at  variance  with  the  expression  of  their  sentiments  when  first  appiiied 
of  your  Excellency's  intention,  on  a  recent  special  occasion,  by  the  production  of  the  printed 
proclamation. 

This  Board,  in  thanking  your  Excellency  for  the  courtesy  you  have  been  pleased  to  mani- 
fest in  submitting  to  its  consideration  the  several  documents  received  to-dav,  accompanied 
by  an  explanation  of  the  reasons  which  induce  your  Excellency  to  act  upon  the  same,  deeply 
regret  that  their  attentive  perusal  abould  have  failed  to  remove  a  conviction  of  the  correct- 
ness of  the  opinions  already  before  your  Excellency. 


Council  Chamber, 
December  SOth,  1837. 


(signed)        Sam.  Wamer,  PresideBt 


f^losure  (B.)  in  No.  17. 
(By  c(Hnmand.) 

The  Governor  to  His  Honor  the  Speaker  and  House  of  Assembly. 

Gentlemen, 
Enclosure  (B.)  I  received  your  dutiful  and  loyal  address  at  a  late  hour  on  the  30th  of  December,  after 

io  No.  17.  your  honourable  House  had  adjourned,  in  which  you  acknowledge  my  communication  of  tl^ 
day's  date,  and  express  your  regret,  that  a  reconsideration  of  the  subject,  with  an  enlwgw 
explanation  of  my  views  and  the  accompanying  documents,  had  &iled  to  produce  any  change 
in  the  sentiments  already  conveyed  to  me  through  the  joint  resolutions  of  the  two  Houses, 
which  were  submitted  to  me  on  tne  preceding  day. 

Having,  on  fall  consideration  of  the  present  state  of  the  several  islands  under  this  govern- 
ment to  which  the  Acts  of  the  general  Assembly  apply,  judged  it  necessary  for  Her  Majesty  ^ 
service  and  the  good  and  wel&re  of  these  islands  to  call  together  the  General  Assembly^  || 
only  remains  for  me  to  inform  you,  that  after  maturely  reflecting  on  the  subject,  I  am  sm 
impressed  with  the  urgent  necessity  for  such  convention  at  the  earliest  period  that  may  be 
practicable,  and  resemng  to  myself  to  judge  of  the  occasion  when  it  may  be  proper  that  i 
should  exercise  the  prerogative  with  which  1  am  intrusted  by  Her  Majesty,  as  Her  repr^^ 
tative  and  as  Ccwnmander-in-chief  in  these  islands,  according  to  the  laws  which  are  in  fo^ 
within  them,  I  shall  at  all  times  endeavour  to  do  so  with  a  just  regard  to  the  interests  ar» 
convenience  of  their  inhabitants,  and  be  ready  to  give  my  attention  to  any  respectful  repre- 
sentation which  I  may  receive  from  you,  in  reference  to  the  interests  of  this  island,  as  one 
member  of  the  confederacy  entitled  from  its  importance  to  the  utmost  consideration* 


Government  House,  11  Jantiary  1838. 


(signed)        W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke^ 


Enclosure 
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Enclosure  (C),  in  No.  17. 
The  Governor  to  his  Honor  the  President  and  Board  of  Council. 

Gentlemen^ 

I  RECEIVED,  on  the  3l8t  December  last,  the  address  of  your  honourable  Board  of  the 
30th  ultimo,  in  answer  to  my  message  to  you  of  the  preceding  day,  in  which  you  inform  me 
that  you  are  unconscious  that  the  course  you  had  adopted  was  in  any  way  at  variance  with 
the  expression  of  your  sentiments  when  first  apprized  ot  my  intention  on  a  recent  special  occa- 
sion, by  the  production  of  my  printed  proclamation ;  and  in  which  you  also,  on  referring  to  the 
documents  I  had  laid  before  you,  and  my  explanation  of  the  reasons  which  had  induced  me 
to  act  upon  them,  express  your  regret  that  their  attentive  perusal  had  failed  to  remove  a  con- 
viction of  the  correctness  of  your  opinions  already  before  me. 

I  take  the  earliest  occasion  to  observe  to  you,  that  I  feel  precluded  from  entering  with 
you  into  any  consideration  of  proceedings  which  may  have  taken  place  in  the  Privy 
Council. 

From  the  opinion  I  have  been  encouraged  to  entertain  of  the  distinguished  loyalty,  intel- 
ligence and  public  spirit  which  have  characterised  the  proceedings  of  the  Council  and 
Assembly  of  this  island,  I  have  regretted  that  time  was  not  afford^  for  due  deliberation 
by  you  in  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  28th  ultimo,  on 
so  momentous  a  communication  as  the  one  made  by  me  on  that  day ;  involving  as  they  did 
the  present  and  future  welfieu'e  not  only  of  this  but  of  all  the  islands  comprehended  under  the 
general  government.  Reserving  to  myself  tojudge  of  the  occasions  when  it  may  be  proper 
that  I  should  exercise  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  intrusted  to  me  by  Her  Majesty,  as  Her 
representative,  and  the  Commander-in-chief  of  these  islands,  according  to  the  laws  which 
are  in  force  within  them,  it  only  remains  for  me  to  assure  you  that  I  shall  at  all  times  do  so 
with  a  just  regard  to  the  interest  and  convenience  of  their  inhabitants,  and  be  ever  ready  to 
give  my  attention  to  any  respectful  representations  which  I  may  receive  from  you,  in 
regard  to  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  this  island,  as  a  most  important  member  of  the 
confederacy. 

(signed)         W.  M.  G.  Colehrooke. 

Government  House,  11th  January  1888. 


LEEWARD 
ISLANDS. 

Enclosure  (C.) 
in  No.  17. 


Enclosure  (D.)  in  No.  17. 

<By  command.)  MONTSERRAT. 

Sir,  Montserrat,  January  4,  1833. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  hand  your  Excellency  the  Speaker's  letter  to  me  in  reply  to  my  mes- 
sage to  both  Houses  yesterday,  as  set  forth  in  the  mmutes  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  now 
enclosed.  The  answer  of  the  Board  of  Council  is  postponed  until  their  next  meeting,  to 
afford  an  opportunity  of  revising  and  correcting  a  clerical  error,  discovered  in  the  resolution 
after  they  had  broken  up. 

In  the  meantime  I  have  caused  the  writ  to  be  issued  for  the  meeting  of  the  members  of  the 
legislature  and  freeholders  on  the  1st  of  February. 


To  his  Excellency  the  Governor-general, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        Hv  Hamilton. 


Enclosure  (D.) 
in  No.  17. 


Sir,  House  of  Assembly,  January  3, 1838. 

I  AM  directed  by  Uie  House  of  Assembly  to  forward  the  accompanying  resolutions 
through  the  medium  of  your  Honor,  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor-in-chief,  requesting  for 
them,  at  the  same  time,  his  Excellency's  favourable  consideration. 


His  Honor  Hefary  Hamilton, 
President  administering  the  Government, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


I  have,  &c^ 
(signed)        Rich*  H.  Dyett, 

Speaker  of  the  Assembly. 


ExTBACT  from  the  Minutes  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  Montserrat^  at  the 
Sitting  of  the  31st  January  instant. 

A  MEMBER  from  the  Council  brought  down  the  following  letter  with  its  enclosures,  which 
were  read. 

*^  The  officer  administering  the  government  bees  leave  to  submit  the  accompanying  letters 
and  documents,  received  by  him  from  his  ExceUency  the  Govemor-in-chief,  to  the  serious 
and  inmiediate  consideration  of  both  Houses  of  the  Le^lature,  embracing  as  they  do  the 
vital  interest  and  future  prosperity  and  happiness  of  this  island. 

'^  The  cogent  reasons  assi^ed  for  the  early  adoption  of  a  new  and  revised  code  of  laws  to 
meet  the  approaching  eras  oi  1838  and  1840,  will,  I  trust,  induce  your  honourable  House  to 
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LEEWARD       co-operate  in  carrying  into  effect  a  measure  of  such  high  importance  to  the  real  interest  of  aft 
ISLANDS.        classes  of  Her  Majesty'a  subjects  in  thi§  island." 

Doctor  Isidore  Dyett  moved  that  the  House  do  go  into  a  co^imittee  upon  the  proclama- 
tion of  Sir  W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke  for  a  General  Assembly,  which  was  carried.  John  P.  Trott, 
esquire,  chairman.  After  some  time  spent  in  committee,  the  Speaker  resumed  his  seat,  when 
the  following  resolutions  were  imanimously  adopted,  and  sent  to  the  Council. 

We  have  passed  the  following  resolutions,  to  which  we  request  your  concurrence. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  most  readily  recognises  the  unquestionable  and  l^al  right 
which  his  Excellency  the  Govemor-in-chief  has  exercised,  and  we  are  convinced  from  wise 
and  benevolent  considerations,  to  call  together  a  general  Congress  in  the  ensuing  month. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  do  at  the  same  time  deem  it  expedient  that  his  Excellency  be 
requested  to  postpone,  for  the  present  at  least,  the  meeting  of  the  said  Congress,  for  the 
following  reasons : 

First,  That  the  individuals  best  qualified  from  education,  knowledge  and  experience  to 
act  as  our  delegates  to  the  general  Congress,  and  to  whom  we  would  wish  to  mtrufet  the 
interest  of  the  colony,  are  connected  with  the  direction  and  management  of  estates. 

Secondly,  That  tliese  estates  are,  almost  without  exception,  encumbered  with  debt,  and' 
require  the  constant  and  vigilant  superintendence  of  the  persons  concerned  in  their  dhrec&)n 
to  prevent  them  from  involving  their  possessions  in  utter  ruin. 

Thirdly,  That  the  absence,  therefore,  in  crop-time  of  the  individuals  above  alluded  to^ 
would  be  seriously  detrimental  to  the  interest  or  the  properties  confided  to  their  charge. 

Resolved  lastly,  That  the  Board  of  Council  be  requested  to  concur  in  the  above  resolu- 
tions, and  that  the  President  and  Speaker  be  directed  to  forward  them  forthwith  to  his 
^Excellency. 


Extract  of  his  Excellency's  Reply. 


Govemnient  House,  Aidigut, 
Sir,  •-.....      6  January  1838. 

I  HAVfi  received  your  letter  of  the  4th  mstant,  enclosing  the  minutes,  kc.  of  the  Council 
and  Assembly  at  their  last  meeting. 

In  reference  to  their  resolutions  respectively  on  the  subject  of  the  General  Assembly,  you 
will  be  pleased  to  intimate  to  both  Houses  that  I  have  duly  received,  and  will  consider 
them ;  and  I  request  that  you  will  take  the  occasion  to  convey  to  the  Houses  my  acknow- 
ledgments for  the  proinpt  attention  which  they  have  given  to  my  proclamation  and  message 
in  ^rwarding  Her  jMajesty'a  writ. 

I  have,&c. 

His  Honor  the  President,  kc.  kc.  (signed)         W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke. 

Montserrat. 


Enclosure  (E.)  in  No.  17. 


Government  House,  Antigua, 
Sir,  30  December  1837. 

Enclosure  (E.)  in        '  request  your  opinion  in  reference  to  the  7th  clause  of  the  Act  of  the  General  Assembly,. 
No.  17.  *         No.  28,  4  Anne  1705,  whether,  in  the  event  of  members  not  being  returned  for  any  par- 
ticular  island,  the  Acts  passed  by  a  majority  of  the  whole  niiembers  are  binding  upon  that 
particular  island. 

I  also  request  your  opinion  whether  the  writ  can  be  appropriately  addressed  by  the 
Governor-general  to  the  secretary,  or  his  lawful  deputy,  as  returning  officer,  as  appears  to- 
have  been  done  in  1798. 

To  the  Solicitor-general,  I  have,  kc. 

&C.&C.  &c.  (signed)         fV.3f.  G.  Colebroohe.^ 


8ir,  Antigua,  31  December  1837. 

I  HAVB  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your  Excellency's  communication  of  yesterday's 
date,  desirine  my  opinion,  first,  *^  in  r^erence  to  the  7th  clause  of  the  Act  of  the  General 
Assembly,  No.  28,  4  Anne  1705,  whether,  in  the  event  of  members  not  being  returned  for 
any  particular  island,  the  Acts  passed  by  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  are  binding  in 
that  particular  island.*'  Second,  **  whether  the  writ  can  be  appropriately  addressed  by  the 
Govemor^neral  to  the  secretaiy,  or  hia  lawful  deputy,  as  returning  officer,  as  appeal^  to 
'  have  been  done  in  17W." 

In  reply  to  the  first  interrogatory,  I  beg  leave  to  state  my  opinion,  that  the  body  of  the 
General  Assembly  would  be  imperfectly  constituted  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the 
provisions  of  the  4th  clause  of  tne  Act,  m  making,  enacting  ana  onlaining  such  general  Jaws 
and  ordinances  as  may  be  proper  and  convenient  for  all  the  Caribbee  Leewwl  Islands, 
unless  each  and  every  of  the  islands  embraced  in  the  Act  had  previously  returned  its  pro- 
portion of  representatives;  but  admitting,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  the  case  to  be  otherwise,  I 
am  clearly  01  opinion  that  no  laws,  although  passed  by  a  majority  of  the  whole  body,  could 
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affect  or  bind  an  island  which  was  unrepresented,  or  rather  where  no  elections  had  taken       LEEWARD 
place,  the  7th  clause  to  which  your  Excellency  alludes  having  reference  only  to  neglect        ISLANDS, 
or  refusal  to  appear  on  the  part  of  the  "  council  appointed,  or  representatives  elected,**  and       «...__— 
not  to  neglect  or  refusal  by  those  on  whom  the  duty  of  presiding  at  the  elections  falls, 
or  by  the  electors  themselves. 

With  reference  to  the  second  interrogatory  proposed  by  your  Excellency,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  the  writ  cannot  be  appropriately  addressed  by  the  Governor-general  to  the  secretary, 
or  his  lawful  deputy,  as  appears  to  have  been  done  in  1798,  inasmuch  as  I  conceive  the 
law,  No.  14,  6  Will.  &  Mary,  1694,  would  thereby  be  superseded,  which  requires  the  con- 
currence of  the  "  major  part  of  the  Council  and  Assembly,  for  the  time  being,  of  each 
respective  island,"  in  the  order  to  be^given  to  that  officer  "  for  taking  the  freeholders'  votes 
at  such  time  and  place  as  her  Majesty's  writs  shall  direct ;"  plainly  indicating  that  the 
issue  of  the  writ  must  precede  such  order ;  that  the  writ  itself,  as  I  conceive,  can  be 
addressed  to  none  other  than  those  from  whom  that  order  is  directed  to  emanate,  and  that, 
in  point  of  fact,  as  I  interpret  the  law,  the  three  branches  of  the  local  legislatures  are 
thereby  constituted  (however  anomalous  and  singular  such  a  proceeding  may  appear) 
retumuig  officers  at  the  elections  held  in  each  island  respectively,  the  secretary  acting 
merely  as  their  official  clerk. 

Nor  can  I  subscribe  to  the  opinion  that  the  proceedings  adopted  in  rdgard  to  the  General 
Assembly  convened  in  1798  are  at  all  analogous  to,  or  can  be  admitted  as  precedents  to 
regulate  the  present  question,  since,  by  reference  to  the  record,  it  will  appear  evident  that 
the  convocation  upon  that  particular  occasion  did  not  originate  with  the  executive,  but 
upon  suggestion  by  the  Council  and  Assembly  of  Antigua,  conveyed  to  his  Excellency  the 
then  Governor,  and  agreed  to  by  the  other  local  legislatures,  that  his  Excellency  would  be 
pleased  to  exercise  the  authority  vested  in  him  in  this  respect  by  the  Acts  of  1694  and  1705, 
and  that  consequently  the  universal  concun*ence  of  all  ttie  islands  contemplated  by  those 
Acts  had  been  obtained  previous  to  the  issue  of  any  writ. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        jB.  Hcrsford^ 

His  Excellency  the  Governor.  Solicitor-general. 

Sir,  Government  House,  Antigua,  13  January  1838. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo,  and  to  guard  against  any  impediments 
to  the  due  execution  of  the  Queen's  writ,  issued  by  me  on  the  21st  ultimo,  I  request  your 
further  opinion  upon  the  following  points  of  law  and  precedent. 

You  state  in  your  letter,  first,  that  under  the  7th  clause  of  the  Act  of  1706,  the  laws 
passed  by  the  whole  body  would  not  affect  or  bind  one  of  the  islands  where  no  election  had 
taken  place  ;  and  second,  that  under  the  Act  of  1694,  the  writ  could  not  appropriately  be 
addressed  to  the  secretary  or  his  deputy,  as  appears  to  have  been  done  in  1798,  on  the  ground 
tiiat  the  Act  in  question  would  be  superseded,  and  that  in  the  precedent  of  1798  the  local 
legislatures  had  petitioned  the  then  Governor-general  to  exercise  the  authority  vested  in 
him  by  the  two  Acts. 

As  It  cannot  be  assumed  that  the  concurrence  or  suggestion  of  the  local  legislatures  was 
requisite  for  the  exercise  of  the  royal  prerogative,  and  as,  by  the  4th  clause  of  the  Act  of 
1706,  a  discretion  is  vested  exclusively  in  the  Commander-in-chief,  with  full  authority  to 
issue  the  writ  for  calling  together  the  freeholders  to  elect  their  representatives,  as  the 
Act  of  1706  is  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  settle  General  Councils  and  Assemblies,"  &c.,  and 
the  Act  of  1694  was  only  "  An  Act  to  prevent  Disputes  in  electmg  Assembly  Men ;"  and  as- 
the  formefr  enactment  of  1706,  if  contrary  in  any  particular,  must  overrule  the  previous  Act 
of  1694 ;  and,  further,  as  the  General  Assembly  of  1798  is  not  to  be  supposed  to  have  been 
illegally  convened  in  the  opinion  of  the  then  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  whereby  its  Acts 
would  have  been  invalidated,  I  request  you  will  examine  the  journals  of  the  proceedings 
for  the  election  of  1798,  containing  the  writ  then  issued  to  the  secretary,  and  the  oath 
administered  to  him,  and  that  you  M^ll  state  your  opinion  whether,  in  order  to  give  effect 
to  the  Queen's  writ,  a  writ  from  the  Commander-in-chief  may  not  now  issue,  addressed  to 
the  secretary  or  other  returning  officer,  to  summon  the  freeholders,  and  to  hold  the  elections, 
under  the  4th  clause  of  the  Act  of  1706,  as  is  usual  in  elections  for  the  local  assemblies; 
and  as  the  Governor,  lieutenant-governor,  presidents  and  the  major  part  of  the  Council  and 
Assembly  are  constituted  judges  (under  the  third  clause  of  the  Act  of  1694,  to  prevent  dis- 
putes, &c.)  and  could  not  therefore  sit  as  judges  upon  their  ovm  acts,  if  present ;  whether 
the  return  may  not  be  made  by  the  secretwy  or  other  returning  officer,  upon  his  oath ; 
decision  by  the  local  judges  upon  any  disputes  which  may  have  happened  concerning  the 
election  of  any  person  being  reserved. 

I  further  request  your  opinion,  taking  into  consideration  the  intention  and  provisions  of 
the  Act  of  1706,  whether  it  does  not  wholly  supersede  the  Act  of  1694,  vesting  the  exclu- 
sive right  in  the  Captain-general  to  convene  the  General  Assembly  without  let  or  hindrance 
from  the  local  assemblies,  and  reserving  to  the  General  Assembly  the  constitutional  privilege 
of  judging  in  cases  of  disputed  returns  of  its  own  members. 

I  have,  &c. 

The  Hon.  R.  Horsford,  (signed)         W.  M,  G.  Colebrqahe. 

Solicitor-general. 

—  ^ — . 
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l,EtWAKD  Sir^  Government  House,  Antigua,  17  Janxiary  i%m. 

Islands.  Referring  to  my  letter  of  the  IStli  instant,  I  recjuest,  in  yonr  reply  to  the  qaesdooi 

,  therein  proposed  to  you,  that  you  will  state  your  opmion  whether  the  Acts  recited  in  my 
Proclamation  of  the  21st  of  December  last,  and  especially  the  2d  and  3d  daosesof  the 
Act  of  1694,  confer  on  the  President  and  major  part  of  the  Cotincil  and  Assembly  of  eteh 
island  a  discretion  to  decline  to  discharge  the  hmctions  imposed  on  them  by  that  Act;  and 
whether  the  writs  issued  under  these  clauses,  and  the  3d  clause  of  the  Act  of  1706,  aie  not 
binding  on  all  who  are  concerned  to  forward  the  general  elections* 

I  have,  &c* 
The  Solicitor-general,  8ic.  ice.  kc.  (signed)         W.  M.  O.  Coldroolu. 


Enclosure  (£  e.) 
in  No.  17* 


l^r,  Antigua,  IB  January  1838. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your  Excellency's  two  communications  of  the  19th 
and  17th  instant,  with  reference  to  Uie  contemplated  convention  of  the  General  Council 
and  Assembly  of  the  Leeward  Islands,  and  in  which  your  Excellency  has  desired  my 
opinion  as  to  the  construction  of  certain  parts  of  the  General  Acts  of  1694  and  1705;  and 
also  in  regard  to  the  record  of  the  proceedings,  as  adopted  at  the  last  convocation  of  tkat 
body  in  1798. 

Without  recapitulating  at  length  the  queries  as  submitted  by  your  Excellency,  I  beg  to 
state,  in  the  first  instance,  that  I  am  of  opinion  the  Act  of  1705  does  not  m  any  way 
abrogate,  repeal  or  weaken  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1694 ;  that  there  is  no  repugnance 
or  inconsistency  between  the  two ;  that,  though  blending  in  their  operation,  tney  lefer 
clearly  to  two  distinct  subjects  of  legislation,  the  4th  clause  of  the  tormer  pointing  out 
the  course  to  be  pursued  previous  to  the  meeting  together  of  the  freeholders ;  the  2a  and 
3d  clauses  of  the  latter  aefining  the  necessary  forms  to  be  observed  during  the  progress 
of  the  elections.  Such  being  my  view  of  the  relative  connexion  between  the  tvro  Acts,  it 
follows  as  a  natural  consequence,  that  I  consider  «ach  elections  cannot  legally  proceed  but 
in  the  presence  of  the  executive  officer  and  a  majority  of  the  local  Council  and  Assembly; 
which  three  branches,  as  I  have  had  occasion  to  state  before,  I  regard  as  standing  virtually 
in  the  light  of  retmming  officers,  the  secretary  being  only  their  official  organ.  At  the 
same  time  I  can  see  no  legal  objection  to  the  issue  of  a  writ,  either  to  the  secretary  or  any 
other  officer  (agreeably  to  the  4th  section  of  the  Act  of  1705),  provided  tbe  duties  tfaer^y 
required  are  confined  simply  to  the  summoning  the  fit^ekolders  for  the  purpose  spedfied  in 
such  clause,  it  being  clearly  my  opinion  that  a  subsequent  formality  is  required  for  fully 
effectuating  that  purpose,  viz.  the  order  from  the  executive,  and  the  major  part  of  the 
Council  and  Assembly,  to  the  secretary  or  deputy  secretary,  with  reference  to  tne  forms  to 
be  observed  pending  the  progress  of  tne  elections.  The  Act,  however,  cannot  be  construed 
as  investing  the  members  of  that  legislative  body  with  any  discretion  as  to  the  duties 
they  are  thereby  enjoined  to  discharge :  I  consider  the  law  as  imperative  upon  them  in 
common  with  otherS|  and  that  all  contemplated  by  that  law  are  bgund  to  forward  the 
objects  of  her  Majesty's  writ,  in  strict  accordance  with  the  parts  assigned  to  each 
respectively. 

I  have,  &c. 

Robert  Horsford^ 

Soiicitor-general. 


His  Excellency  tbe  Governor-General,  (signed). 

&c.  &c.  tie. 


Enclosure  (E  e.)  in  No.  17. 
(Circular,  Confidential.) 

Sir,  Government  Houf«,  Antigua,  20  January  183B. 

I  ENCLOSE  to  you  a  writ,  which  you  will  be  pleased  to  deliver  to  the  secretary  or  deputy 
secretary  of  the  island  of  ,  after  attaching  to  it  the  island  seal ;  and  I  request 

that  you  will  proceed  on  the  1st  of  February,  in  presence  of  the  major  part  of  the  Council 
and  Assembly,  or  as  many  of  the  members  as  may  attend,  to  administer  the  necessary  oath 
to  the  secretary,  in  order  that  he  may  take  the  freeholders'  votes,  and  return  the  writ  to  me 
without  delay,  and  with  an  accurate  list  of  the  poll. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  inform  you,  that  on  the  termination  of  the  elections  it  is  my 
intention  to  prorogue  the  General  Assembly  for  a  short  interval,  by  proclamation,  to  give 
time  for  some  arrangements  preparatory  to  the  convention,  and  to  meet  the  convenience 
of  the  local  communities,  so  far  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  Queen's  service  and  the 

feneral  welfare  of  these  islands ;  and  you  are  authorized  to  make  this  intention  publicly 
nown  as  soon  as  the  elections  are  over. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  lieutenant-governor,  or  Presidents.  (signed)         W.  AT  O.  Cokirooke* 
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Victoria,  by  the  grace  of  God  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
Queen,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  and  so  forth/ 

To  the  Secretary  or  Deputy  Secretary  of  the  Island  of  gi'^ting;  • 

'Whereas  by  an  Act  of  the  Leeward  Iskufids,  intituled,  '^  An  Act  to  settle  General  Councils 
and  (General  Assemblies  for  the  Caribbee  Islands  in  America,  and  to  secure  to  each  parti^ 
cular  Islands  d>eir  own  peculiar  Laws  and  legal  Customs,'^  it  is  enacted,  '^  That  whensoever 
the  Commander-in-chief  shall  judge  it  necessary  for  Her  Majesty's  service,  and  the  good 
and  welfare  of  the  Caribbee  Islands,  to  call  together  the  General  Council  and  the  General 
Assembly,  that  then  all  the  freeholders  of  each  respective  island,  that  are  qualified  by  law, 
shall  meet  together  at  a  certain  time  and  place,  to  be  nominated  and  appointed  by  writ  from 
the  Commander-in-chief  for  the  time  being,  in  their  several  respective  islands,  to  elect 
and  make  choice  of  five  able  and  discreet  men,  being  freeholders  of  and  in  each  and  every 
the  said  respective  islands,  to  be  their  representatives,  and  to  ioin  with  the  said  Commander- 
in-chief  and  General  Council  to  make,  enact  and  ordain  such  general  laws  and  ordinances 
as  may  be  proper  and  convenient  for  all  the  Caribbee  Leeward  Islands :" 

We  therefore  command  you  that  you  cause  to  be  summoned  the  several  and  respective 
fireebolders  of  the  island  of  that  are  qualified  by  law,  to  meet  at  the  Court- 

house in  the  town  of  at  the  hour  of  nine  o'clock  m  the  forenoon  of  Thursday 

the  1st  day  of  February  next  ensuing,  then  and  there  to  elect  and  make  choice  of  five 
able  and  discreet  men,  being  fi-eeholders  of  the  said  island  of  Antigua,  to  be  their  repre- 
sentatives to  serve  in  the  General  Assembly  of  our  said  Caribbee  islands,  and  to  join 
vrith  the  said  Commander-in-chief  and  General  Council  to  make,  enact  and  ordain  such 
general  laws  and  ordinances  as  may  be  proper  and  convenient  for  all  the  Caribbee  Le^- 
Mrard  Islands ;  which  representatives  so  elected  and  chosen  are  to  meet  our  said  Com- 
mander-in-chief and  General  Council  at  the  Court-house,  in  the  town  of  St.  John^  in  the 
island  of  Antigua,  at  the  hour  of  12  o'clock  at  noon  of  Thursday,  the  15th  day  of  Fe* 
bruary  next.  And  of  this  writ  you  are  hereby  directed  due  return  to  make ;  and  of  which 
fail  not. 

Witness,   his  Excellency  Lieut.-colonel  Sir  William  Macbean  George  Golebrooka, 
Knight  of  Hanover,  Governor  and  Commander-in-chief  in  and  over  the  Islands  <^ 
Antigua,  Montserrat,  Barbuda,  St  Christopher,  Nevis,  Anguilla,  the  Virgin  Isliemd^ 
and  Dominica,  Chancel^of,  Vice-admiral  ami  Ordinary  of  the  same,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Dated  at  Government  House,  Antigua,  this  20th  day  of  January  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1838,  and  of  Her  Majesty's  re^n  the  first 
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To  his  Excellency  Sir  William  Macbean  George  Coiebrooke,  Knight  of  Hanover,  Governor*      Enclosate  (F.) 
and  Commander-in-chief  in  and  over  the  Islands  of  Antigua,  Montserrat  and  Barbu^la^  i»  No.  17. 

St.  Christopher,  Nevis,  Anguilla,  the  Virgin  Islands  and  Dominica,  Chancellor,  Vice- 
admiral  ana  Ordinary  of  the  same,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

The  humble  Address  of  the  undersigned  Freeholders  of  the  said  Island. 

Sir, 

We  regret  to  observe,  that  the  Council  and  Assembly  have,  in  their  resolutions  enclosed 
to  your  Excellency  by  the  President  and  Speaker,  on  the  29th  December  last,  asserted, 
that  **  while,  on  account  of  the  extent  of  each  agricultural  freehold,  the  absence  of  proprie- 
tors, and  a  variety  of  other  causes,  the  resident  freeholders  in  the  towns,  from  their  numoers, 
will  have  at  least  ten  times  more  influence  in  an  election,  where  the  whole  constituency  of 
the  island  is  to  be  consulted,  than  those  in  the  countiy  can  possibly  exercise ;  the  conse* 
quence,  therefore,  is  indisputable :  the  large  landed  proprietor  will  lie  wholly  unrepresent^ 
in  this  General  Convention ;  at  least,  the  chances,  thus  plainly  calculated,  amount  to  abso- 
lute certainty  that  the  interests  more  particularly  his  will  be  sacrificed." 

And  as  it  appears  that  the  opposition  to  your  Excellency's  proposed  measure  of  convoking 
a  General  Council  and  Assembly,  which  had  opened  to  the  country  the  most  gratifying 
prospects,  is  chiefly  based  on  this  apprehension,  an  apprehension  which  we  view  as  extremely 
questionable,  we  are  anxious  to  assure  your  Excellency  and  the  proprietary  body  gene- 
rally, that  we  consider  our  own  interests  so  nearly  dependent  upon,  and  closely  connected 
with,  the  prosperity  of  the  agriculturists,  that  we  will  most  cheerfully  support  with  oijr 
suflrages  and  influence  three  gentlemen  of  that  body,  reserving  iq  ourselves  the  liberty  of 
voting  for  two  other  candidates  of  our  own  choice.  • 

We  have,  &c. 

(signed  by  66  Electors.) 
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ANTIGUA. 

'to  his  Excellency  Sir  William  Macbean  George  Colebrooke,  Knight  of  Hanover,  Gorer-' 
nor  and  Conunander-in-chief  in  and  over  the  Islands  of  Antigua,  Montserrat  and 
Berbice,  St  Christopher,  Nevis,  Anguilla,  the  Virgin  Islands  and  Dominica,  Chancellor, 
Vice-admiral  and  Ordinary  of  the  same,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

The  humble  Address  of  the  undersigned  Freeholders  and  others  of  the  said  Island. 
Su-, 

Being  fully  convinced  of  the  great  benefits  which  would  result  to  the  colonies  under  your 
Excellency's  government,  from  a  system  of  consolidated  legislation  on  subjects  of  general 
concern,  ai>d  of  the  accession  of  consequence  which  this  island  in  particular  would  gain,, 
politically  and  commercially,  by  being  made  the  seat  of  a  Federate  Lejffislature,  we  desire 
to  express  to  you  our  gratitude  and  congratulations  on  the  prospects  of  a  General  Council 
and  Assembly  of  the  leeward  Caribbee  Islands. 

In  presentmg  to  your  Excellency  this  our  humble  address,  we  beig  that  we  may  be  peiw 
fnittea  to  state,  in  detail,  the  grounds  of  our  unqualified  approbation  of  the  highly  impop* 
tant  measure  in  question. 

Assimilated  as  these  islands  are  by  locality,  contiguity,  habits  and  occupations,  similarity 
of  interests  and  general  policy,  and  above  all,  by  the  fact  of  their  being  under  one  executive 
administration,  we  cannot  consider  it  otherwise  than  extremely  desirable  that  they  ^botdd 
be  more  closely  allied  by  means  of  a  legislative  union,  which  would  secure  to  all  oiie  uni- 
form body  of  laws,  instead  of  the  diversity  of  codes  which  now  prevails,  and  which  must 
ever  result  from  independent  insular  legislation,  and  from  councils  and  assemblies  whci  are 
influenced  by  local  feelings,  and  by  circumscribed  views  on  matters  of  general  import. 
Her  Majesty  s  Government  and  your  Excellency  would  thereby  be  relieved  from  many 
diflSculties  and  perplexities  which  must  necessarily  attend  the  administration  of  such  vari- 
ous, and,  in  some  instances,  conflicting  enactments. 

A  code,  common  to  all  the  islands,  would  afford  facilities  to  the  executive  in  consulting 
tjie  welfare  of  each ;  would  create  a  stricter  community  of  interests,  and  would  make  each 
fnore  zealous  for  the  good  of  the  whole.  It  would  also  hav^  the  desirable  effect  of 
altogether  avoiding  those  jealousies  and  feelings  of  resentment  against  local  legislatures, 
whicli  naturally  anse  in  the  minds  of  a  constituency  on  remarking  a  contiguous  island 
governed  by  wiser,  iuster  and  more  liberal  laws  than  they  are. 

Independent  of  the  expediency  and  sound  policy  of  a  measure  of  general  legislation,  we 
would  be  disposed  to  advocate  it  on  the  principles  of  reason  and  common  sense ;  for  surely 
it  involves  a  palpable  absurdity  the  different  islands  under  the  British  dominion,  and  so  con^ 
tiguous,  should  have  different  laws  on  subjects  common  to  all,  and  counteracted  by  no  cir- 
cumstances of  a  purely  local  nature ;  and  we  would  advert  to  the  general  applicability  to  all 
the  possessions  of  Her  Majesty  in  this  part  of  the  world,  of  a  marriage  law,  an  election  law, 
a  mihtia  law,  a  law  for  improving  the  judicature,  for  prison  discipline,  and  for  the  ameliora- 
tion of  the  criminal  code. 

From  the  interchange  and  collision  of  opinions  which  would  naturally  occur  in  a  con- 
vocation of  representatives  from  different  islands,  who  would  be  strangers  to  each  other, 
without  any  unity  of  local  prejudices,  and  possessing  a  diversity  of  experience,  we  have 

i^ood  reason  to  anticipate  beneficial  results.  The  party  combinations  which  our  know*^ 
edge  of  the  local  assemblies  leads  us  to  look  for,  on  all  debatable  questions,  would  be 
thoroughly  neutralized  by  the  very  different  composition  of  a  c^eneral  legislature ;  and 
therefore  we  might  encourage  the  most  sanguine  expectation  that  a  zealous  inquiry  after 
the  truth,^  and  an  undivided  attention  to  the  general  good,  would  take  the  place  of  all 
other  and  less  patriofic  considerations ;  that  colonial  politics  would  assume  a  more  liberal 
and  less  exclusive  character;  that  a  spirit  of  legislation,  more  enlarged  in  its  views, 
more  healthy  in  its  tone,'  and  more  suitable  to  the  advanced  state  of  society,  would  be  intro- 
()uced;  and  that  the  tardy  and  procrastinating  manner  in  which  measures  of  the  utmost 
importance  are  now  treated  would  be  superseded  by  greater  industry  and  quicker  despatch 
pn  the  part  of  men  anxious  to  return  to  their  families,  their  homes,  and  their  private 
affairs. 

The  composition  of  our  local  Assembly,  the  members  of  which  are,  in  a  gi'eat  measure, 
almost  self-elected,  and,  with  the  exception  of  those  for  this  town,  irresponsiole  tor  their 
conduct  and  acts  to  any  popular  constituency,  has  the  obvious  tendency  to  generate  a  care- 
lessness in  the  performance  of  public  duty,  a  disregard  for  the  general  interests  of  the  people, 
and  a  contracted  and  exclusive  policy,  which  is  manifestly  opposed  to  good  legislation,  to 
the  moral  advancement  of  society,  and  to  the  general  welfare. 

Entertaining  these  sentiments  respecting  the  beneficial  tendency  of  the  proposed  measure, 
which  we  most  sincerely  do,  and  believing  that  they  are  such  as  it  was  likely  every  person,  on 
due  reflection,  rilust  entertain,  it  was  with  great  regret  that  we  ascertained  the  opposition 
of  the  Council  and  Assembly^  as  expressed  in  a  series  of  joint  resolutions,  suddenly  entered 
into  on  the  28th  and  29th  or  December. 

Without  attempting  to  impugn  the  motives  of  those  honourable  bodies,  or  presuming  to 
ascribe  to  them  any  other  than  the  best  intentions,  we  cannot  but  characterize  their  endea- 
vour to  strangle  the  measure  in  limine^  as  extremely  precipitate  and  inconsiderate,  and 
their  arguments  against  it  as  altogether  erroneous  and  untenable. 
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In  hazarding  so  unqualified  an  assertion  on  the  subject^  we  hope  that  your  Excellency  LEEWARD 
will  pardon  us,  while  we  proceed  to  prove  its  correctness  by  a  cursory  review  of  the  18JUAN0S. 
resolutions.  . 

1.  The  House  of  Assembly  assert,  that  it  is  their  deliberate  conviction,  that  "  that 
general  convocation  has  been  illegally  proclaimed."  If  they  (the  majority)  thought  this, 
ond  persevered  in  thinking  so,  in  opposition  to  the  opinions  of  the  professional  men  who 
votea  in  favour  of  the  legality  of  the  proclamation,  and  of  the  law  officers  in  the  other 
islands,  it  certainly  was  hazardous  to  make  the  declaration.  The  House  of  Assembly  has, 
as  one  branch  of  the  legislature,  certainly  no  authority  upon  a  question  of  law,  and  it  has, 
in  our  opinion,  in  tiiis  instance,  misconstrued  the  law. 

2.  The  House  of  Assembly  express  a  hope,  that  "  the  Governor  will  consider  their  argu* 
ments  sufficiently  conclusive  to  induce  him  to  re-consider  the  matter,  so  far  as  Antigua  is 
concerned/'  By  which  they  call  on  the  Governor  to  do  an  act  which  would,  in  any  case, 
^.your  Excejleney  observes  in  your  reply,  be  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  law,  of  which  the 
iobabitant&of  this  island  would  have  a  just  right  to  complain.  In  fact,  what  they  wish 
i^ppears  to  be>  that,  in  calli^^  together  the  G^eral  Assembly,  your  Excellency  should 
exempt  Antigua,  wid  either  hold  the  Colonial  Parliament  in  this  island  (itselr  unrepre- 
sented), or  at  the  former  seat  of  goveqiment,  St  Christopher's,  leaving  out  Antigua.  It  is 
medkss  to  say,  that  under  no  interpre^tion  of  the  law  could  this  be  justifiable ;  yet  such 
is  the  tendency  of  the  advice  which  thie  House  of  Assembly  gives  in  justice  to  its  consti^ 
tu^£s«  Tbeovestioa  of  law  ba&  been  disposed  of  on  competent  legal  authority  in  all  the 
inlands ;  and  tke  technical  objection,  that  the  Governor  is  not  an  authority  competent  to 
put  the  Jaw.  in  force,  cannot;  need  a  formal  refutation. 

3.  The  House  of  Asse^aably  justly  take  credit  for,  having  abolished  slavery  in  this  island^ 
while  the  other  Leeward  Islands  remain  under  a  modified  system  of  slavery.  They  are. 
entitled  to,  and  have  received,  credit  for  this.  The  question,  how  far  the  existing  laws  of 
this  island  may  be  made  applicable  to  the  others,  would  be  a  question  for  the  represen- 
tatives oi  all  the  islands  to  consider,  and  a  most  important  question  it  is.  They  cannot 
<)eny  that  it  ia  here  that  the  sul^ect  would  be  most  advantageously  considered,  however^  it 
aai^ht  be  eventually  disposed  of;  and  that  the  present  time  is  well  chosen  for  such 
defberation  cannot  be  fairly  doubted,  as  this  year  wul  terminate  the  apprenticeship,  in  part, 
tbrourhout  all  the  islands.. 

.  4.  The  HcHise  of  Assembly  ar^e  upon  the  i^nequal  distribution  of  the  representation 
between  the  islands ;  that  the  distribution  of  the  mmchise,  under  the  old  laws,  may  be 
defective  here,  as  it  was  in  England  before  the  Reform,  must  be  admitted  ;  but  allowing, 
for  argument,  that  it  might  not  practically  adjust  itself,  by  whom  can  the  defect  be  remedied 
hut  by  the  authority  who  made  the  law  ?  Can  any  other  constitutional  course  be  taken  ? 
«tid  would  Parliament  itself,  if  re(][uired  to  interpose,  frame  a  better  law  for  adjusting  the 
balance  than  the  people  of  these  islands,  through  their  representatives,  can  make  for 
Aemselves? 

;  6»  The  House  of  Assembly  also  declare,  that  the  value  of  property  in  the  country,  and  in 
the  towns  of  this  island,  may  be  roushly  estimated  at  99  to  1 ;  while^  on  account  of  the 
extent  of  each  agricultural  freehold,  me  absence  of  proprietors,  and  other  causes  which  are 
not  stated,  the  freeholders  in  the  towns  would  have  ten  times  more  influence  on  a  genera^ 
election  than  those  in  the  country  can  exercise.  Admitting,  for  the  sake  of  argument, 
these  proportions  (and  they  are  open  perhaps  to  limitations),  what  would  it  prove,  but 
that,  owing  to  the  absence  of  proprietors,  and  the  engrossing  of  land,  and  the  consequent 
exclusion  of  the  people  from  its  possession,  or  even  occupancy,  so  as  to  enable  them  to 
acquire  a  qualifying  interest  in  the  country  of  their  birtn,  has  left  the  country  division^^ 
nepresented  by  gentlemen  who  return  themselves ;  and  as  the  whole  rental  of  the  islan4 
would  not  form  a  private  fortune  more  than  some  noblemen  and  gentlemen  possess  it^ 
England,  it  follows  that  if  any  one  rich  enough  were  to  purchase  up  their  interests  in  the. 
encumbered  properties  of  Antigua,  he  mi^ht  return  ten-elevenths  of  the  House  of  Assembly ; 
er,  in  plain  words,  might  determine  whether  40,000  of  Her  Majesty's  free  subjects  were  to 
he  governed  by  laws  made  by  an  individual  unfavourable  to  their  happiness  and  prosperity, 
or  uie  reverse.  We  do  justice  to  the  proprietors  of  Antigua,  and  those  who  represent  them 
jn  the  House  of  Assembly,  that  they  would  not  maintain  mis  monstrous  pretension ;  in  plain 
words,  laws  are  made  for  the  protection  of  life  and  property,  the  preservation  of  freedom, 
and  the  improvement  and  welfare  of  the  people,  who,  therefore,  must  ever  have  a  deep 
concern  in  them,  and  in  the  making  of  them.  The  laws  of  property  are  but  a  part  of  those 
laws,  and  thus  recognize  the  principle,  that  property  itself  is  a  public  trust  for  the  good  of 
the  people.  The  proprietor  can  no  more  make  a  law  to  burn  his  own  house  or  bam  than 
those  of  his  neighbour,  and  the  extent  of  his  possessions  would  not  make  a  shadow  of  dif- 
ference in  his  liability  for  the  infraction  of  any  law,  in  the  person  of  the  humblest  member 
of' society.  Such  a  system  of  irresponsible  nomination  must  be  incompatible  with  the  rights 
and  interests  of  any  free  community,  it  would  be  better  to  have  no  form  of  freedom  at  all ; 
but  it  may  be  frankly  acknowledged  that  if  extensive  proprietors  should  come  fonvard  on 
popular  and  liberal  principles,  and  take  so  enlightened  a  view  of  their  own  interests  as  to 
p|romote  the  welfare  of  the  community  in  which  their  property  is  situated,  they  are  en- 
titled, and  would  possess  the  support  and  gratitude  of  such  community.  The  abolition  of 
slavery  in  this  island  was  a  memorable  act ;  and  all  that  can  be  required  of  the  proprietors 
who,  by  a  simple  majority,  and  to  their  honour  promoted  it,  is  to  pursue  the  same  course, 
and  to  give  assurance  to  the  public  that  they  are  ready  to  move  on  witli  the  community  in 
consolidating  their  institutions,  in  the  conviction,  however,  that  while  they  may  aid  the 
ddoption  of  good  measures,  they  cannot  effectually  or  long  retard  them.  If  the  proprietor? 
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LEEWARD  take  an  enlightened  view  of  their  own  interests,  for  which  your  Excellency,  in  your  speeches 
ISLANDS.  And  messages,  has  given  them  full  credit,  let  them  endeavour  to  be  the  fast  mends  of  im- 
M*  ■  provement.     Let  us  have  an  assurance  from  them,  or  from  public-spirited  individuals  of 

their  number,  that  they  will  promote  an  improved  administration  of  justice,  that  they 
will  promote  the  amehoration  of  the  criminal  laws,  not  of  this  only,  but  of  all  the  islands 
in  which  they  ought  to  be  assimilated ;  that  they  will  publicly  advance  the  cause  of 
religious  and  general  education ;  that  they  will  establish  systems  in  our  prisons  for 
reforming  criminals  and  preventing  crime.  Let  them  gain  for  us  freedom  of  trade,  and 
let  them  regard  the  growth  of  a  substantial  yeomanry  and  a  thriving  peasantry  in  their 
districts  as  the  real  source  of  permanent  prosperity  to  themselves  and  tneir  descendants. 
Their  resioence,  even  occasional,  in  the  island,  would  doubtless  be  a  source  of  influence 
to  them  in  the  benefits  it  would  confer  on  those  around  them ;  but,  even  without  this  con- 
dition, their  relations  with  us  might  be  a  source  of  benefit  upon  such  jurinciples. 

6.  It  is  impossible  to  concur  in  the  asseition,  that  the  abolition  of  slavery  has  destroyed 
all  identity  of  interests  with  the  other  Leeward  Islands.  The  apprentice  law,  elsewhere  in 
force,  is  but  a  temporary  law;  it  partially  expires  in  the  present  year  (1838),  and  will 
wholly  expire  in  1840,  even  if  the  duration  be  not  contracts,  firom  a  sense  of  the  advan- 
tages realized  by  the  system  adopted  in  Antigua.  Your  Excellency  has  stated,  that  one  of 
the  islands,  Montserrat,  has  already  resolved  to  follow  that  example,  and  if  the  other  islands 
were  to  continue  tw  they  are,  it  does  not  afibct  a  great  variety  of  other  questions  in  which 
tbey  have  a  common  sympathy  with  ourselves ;  some  are  enumerated  above,  and  others 
mi^t  easily  be  stated.  Indeed,  with  the  single  exception  of  the  system  of  rural  labour, 
there  is  no  general  question  which  can  arise  in  which  a  common  interest  will  not  prevail,^ 
and  to  which  the  intelligence  and  knowledge  of  a  united  legislature  would  not  be  advan- 
tageously applied. 

We  are  anxious  that  our  brother  electors  in  the  other  islands  should  feel  as  we  do  on 
tlm  important  occasion,  and  that  they  should  participate  in  those  views  and  sentiments 
which  we  conscientiously  believe  to  be  in  accoraance  with  the  best  interests  of  all  classes 
in  the  colonies,  and  none  more  than  those  of  the  proprietors,  whether  absent  or  present, 
as  our  own  interests  and  prospects  must  depend  upon  the  security  of  property,  and  the 
prosperity  of  all  who  are  connected  with  the  land. 

The  House  of  Assembly,  or  its  majority,  in  setting  up  its  pretensions  to  declare  the  iaw,^ 
does  certainly  not  owe  toils  constituents  that  it  should  exercise  so  incompetent  a  function. 
The  law  seems  to  have  declared  that,  in  concert  with  the  other  branches  of  Uie  local  le^ria.- 
lature,  they  should  be  the  judges  of  the  returns  to  the  Greneral  Assembly  in  case  of  dispute ; 
in  other  words,  that  they  should  hold  the  elections,  and  make  the  returns.  On  this  con- 
struction of  the  law  the  Queen's  writ  has  been  addressed  to  them,  and  we  can  hardly  think 
it  possible  that  they  will,  as  Her  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  deliberately  violate: 
the  law,  and  set  Her  Majesty's  authority,  exercised  by  her  representative,  at  defiance,  in 
determining  not  to  put  it  in  force ;  many  of  them  are  the  magistrates,  the  judges  of  the* 
land,  who  are  daily  called  to  administer  the  laws,  and  enforce  them  upon  others,  and  we 
are  to  hope,  for  the  sake  of  all  that  we  value  in  the  institutions  of  civil  society,  that  they 
will  pause  before  they  hold  out  to  ignorant  people,  who  would  have  more  excuse  for  their 
error,  that  they  do  not  conform  to  the  law  (and  one,  too,  made  by  their  ancestors),  because 
they  do  not  like  it.  As  well  may  a  labourer  say  he  does  not  like  the  vagrant  law,  nor  the 
contract  law,  nor  the  deportation  law,  when  he  desires  to  infringe  the  provisions  of  them. 
We  are  not  to  lose  sight  of  the  all-important  fact,  that  persons  are  not  authorized  to  inter- 
pret the  laws  as  they  please,  and  then  to  act  on  their  own  interpretations.  There  must  be 
some  rule  in  civil  life  which,  having  obtained  the  general  consent,  is  conformed  to  by  con- 
siderations aflfecting  the  common  weal;  and  the  House  of  Assembly  is  thus  bound  to 
execute  the  law  in  this  case,  or  they  must  forfeit  their  privilege,  as  our  representatives,  to 
make  laws  binding  on  others. 

In  speaking  of  the  House  of  Assembly  we  speak  of  the  majority,  who,  if  they  reflected 
the  popular  opinion,  would  be  better  entitled  to  express  themselves  as  acting  from  a  sense 
of  what  they  owe  to  their  constituents.  We  do  not  dispute  the  pretension  ot  the  House  of 
Assembly  to  assert  that  this  island  stands  alone.  The  names  of  the  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers who  carried  the  Abolition  Bill  are  entitled  to  be  enrolled  amongst  the  benefactors  of 
the  community ;  but  it  is  not  by  one  act  alone  that  they  are  to  be  judged,  nor  is  every 
subsequent  act  entitled  to  the  like  commendation.  It  would  be  out  of  place  to  enter  upon 
the  subject  that  may  prospectively  engage  our  representatives,  either  in  the  General  or 
Local  Assemblies,  but  we  may  venture  to  instance  some  of  the  objections  to  which  we 
allude. 

In  the  Police  Act,  for  example  (section  26  to  30),  an  unconstitutional  influence  is  given 
to  .the  owners  of  estates,  in  the  appointment  of  rural  constables. 

The  Act  to  prevent  the  purchase  of  stolen  iron,  copper,  &c.  (section  14),  is  objectionable 
from  its  generality,  and  from  its  putting  the  proof  of  innocence  on  the  accused  party. 

The  Contract  Act  is  also  open  to  objection  in  several  clauses ;  such  as  the  abatement  of 
wages,  the  want  of  reciprocal  liability  of  the  employers,  the  restrictions  on  appeals,  and 
otl^r  objections,  especially  to  the  6th,  7th  and  9th  clauses.  We  do  not  wish  further  to 
trench  on  this  ground,  nor  to  detract  from  the  praise  bestowed ;  there  may,  and  doubtless 
will  be,  other  occasions  for  approaching  it,  and  we  confine  ourselves  to  the  remark, 
that,  by  the  benevolent  exertions  of  pious  and  praiseworthy  individuals  and  religious 
societies,  the  people  had,  for  a  series  of  years,  been  prepared  for  emancipation.  It  is  a 
merit,  doubtless,  that  those  excellent  persons  were  not  persecuted,  as  they  have  been  in 
SQp^  quarters ;  and  the  Assembly  may  have  contributed,  m  some  degree,  to  countenance 
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tKeir  exertions,  and  to  raise  the  moral  standard  of  the  people.  We  would  not  detract' frpm 
any  feir  pretensions  to  credit  in  this  good  work ;  but  we  think  that,  whatever  may  be  due  to 
the  legislature  of  this  island,  the  exertions  of  others  have,  to  a  great  extent,  produced  the 
happy  result. 

Finally:  As  the  execution  of  the  writ  is  fixed  for  the  Ist  of  February,  and  the  return  of 
it  on  the  15th,  time  is  afforded  for  deliberation.  We  think  that  the  precipitance  with  which 
these  resolutions  were  brought  in,  and  carried  in  one  day,  did  not  afford  time  for  sufficient 
reflection  ;  and  it  is  always  becoming  in  men,  and  especially  those  in  responsible  stations,  . 
and  who  plead  that  they  are  acting  m  behalf  of  others,  their  constituents,  that  they  should 
carefully  weigh  those  matters  which  are  presented  to  them  for  consideration,  especially  on 
such  momentous  occasions  as  the  present ;  and  although  we  hope  this  from  the  good  sense 
of  the  gentlemen  who  voted  in  the  majority,  we  nevertheless  feel  it  an  imperative  duty  to 
ourselves  as  freemen,  claiming  the  rights  which  the  British  constitution  coniers  on  the  hum- 
blest of  the  Queen's  subjects,  to  remonstrate  against  the  principles  embodied  in  their  reso^ 
lutions,  and  respectfully  to  urge  that,  if  they  be  maintained  or  persisted  in,  that  an  appeal 
may  be  made  to  the  people,  in  order  that  this  island  may  not  be  excluded  from  the  advan- 
tages of  being  represented  in  the  Greneral  Assembly  of  the  Leeward  Islands, 

Having  carried  to  such  a  length  our  arguments  in  favour  of  a  general  legislature  of  tbes« 
islands,  K)unded  on  the  laws  now  in  existence,  and  against  the  resolutions  so  hastily  adopted 
by  the  House  of  Assembly,  it  mi^ht  perhaps  be  transgressing  too  much  on  your  Excellency's 
tim^  and  attention  to  add  any  thing  further ;  but  we  would  take  leave,  before  we  conclude, 
briefly  to  advert  to  the  opposition  which  the  local  legislatures  have  evinced  to  measures  for 
the  eeneral  good,  emanating  from  the  Ooyemment  and  Parliament  of  the  mother  countr}% 
The  Bill,  for  instance,  for  the  alteration  and  amendment  of  our  judiciary  system,  and  for 
improving  the  administration  of  justice,  a  subject  deeply  interesting  to  every  individual, 
equally  applicable  to  all  these  colonies,  and  carried  into  law  by  every  other  of  them,  hat 
been  here  rejected,  and  the  beneficent  intentions  of  the  Government  towards  us  for  a  ixta% 
defeated. 

We  could  also,  as  a  further  ailment  in  favour  of  a  general  convocation,  direct  your  Excel- 
lency's attention  to  many  laws  of  an  obnoxious  character,  besides  those  already  alluded  to, 
which  require  revision  and  alteration,  and  which  stand  as  blots  upon  our  statute-books,  dis- 
creditable to  the  changed  and  improved  state  of  society  and  the  enlightened  policy  of  the 
times,  and  which  the  local  legislatures  have  neglected  to  amend. 

It  appears  to  us  quite  absurd  to  argue  against  the  validity  of  the  Acts  by  which  your 
Excellency  is  authorized  to  convene  General  Councils  and  Assemblies,  for  it  must  be  per- 
fectly obvious  that  the  laws  of  the  Leeward  Islands  must  be  as  operative  and  binding  onth^ 
inhabitants  of  them  generally,  as  the  local  laws  of  any  island  are  on  its  own  inhabitants ; 
and  thene  can  be  no  circumstance  or  power,  short  of  the  same  authority  which  enacted  them', 
that  can  abrogate  them,  or  lessen  their  applicability  for  all  the  purposes  for  which  they  were 
originally  intended.  An  alteration  in  the  style  and  title  of  the  executive,  or  in  the  com- 
ponent parts  of  the  government,  cannot  possibly  destroy  the  operation  of  laws  constitu- 
tionally enacted  by  the  competent  authorities,  -and  made  particularly  and  permanently  ap- 
plicable to  the  Leeward  Canbbee  Islands,  nor  weaken  Her  Majesty's  right,  through  Her 
representative,  whatever  may  be  his  style  and  title,  or  the  component  parts  of  his  government, 
to  act  upon  them;  and  put  them  in  force  whenever  She  pleases  so  to  do.  Neither  is  there 
any  reason  in  presuming  that  a  law,  which  was  considered  in  force  after  a  lapse  of  93  years, 
tliat  is,  in  1798,  can  be  obsolete  now  on  the  ground  of  antiquity. 

Having  so  fully  stated  our  views  and  sentiments  on  the  justice,  expediency  and  legality 
of  the  contemplated  measure,  and  our  firm  and  conscientious  conviction  that  it  will  tend  to 
the  general  good,  it  is  but  natural  and  consistent  for  us  to  express  oui  earnest  hope  and 
desire  that  all  further  opposition  to  it  will  be  withdrawn,  and  that  its  perfect  accomplishment 
will  be  conceded  in  with  that  reciprocal  good  feeling  which  is  so  eminently  conspicuous 
throughout  all  the  proceedings  of  your  Excellency  on  this  great  question* 

(211  signatures.) 


LEEWAR9 
ISLANDS. 


Encbsure  (G  g.)  in  No.  17. 

Sir,  Tortola,  23  December  1M7. 

With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  16th  ultimo,  1  now  beg  to  acquaint  your  Excellency, 
that  the  election  of  members  to  serve  in  the  new  House  of  Assembly  took  place  on  the  day 
therein  mentioned.  Little  or  no  interest  viras  excited  thereby;  indeed  a  svdmcient  number  of 
persons  quaUfied  under  the  Act  to  sit  could  scarcely  be  found,  and  there  were  not  present 
above  six  or  seven  voters.  Six  only  of  the  members  who  were  returned  met  me  in  Couneil^ 
pursuant  to  the  tenor  of  the  writ,  on  the  18th  instant,  when  they  took  the  oaths  prescribed 
by  law,  and  proceeded  in  the  ordinary  routine  of  business.  I  availed  myself  of  the  occasion 
to  address  the  two  branches  of  the  legislature.  I  have  not,  however,  yet  received  any  answer 
from  the  Assembly,  owing,  I  understand,  to  somQ  objection  which  was  raised  on  the  return 
of  the  members  to  the  House,  and  resuming  their  proceedings  to  the  qualification  of  the 
Speaker  elect  to  entitle  him  to  a  seat,  under  the  new  Act,  which  created  some  altercation,  and 
caused  several  of  the  members  to  quit ;  those  that  remained  not  being  sufficient  to  constitute 
a  House,  they  all  dispersed.  , 
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48  CORRRESPONDENCE: -CONVENTION  OF 

^LEEWARb  '  ^^^^^  forbear  at  present  making  any  comment  on  such  conduct^  farther  than  to  reraart, 

ISLANDS.        ^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^  strong  evidence  of  ivhat  the  colony  may  look  forward  to  from  such  a  desertion, 
■  fit  the  very  commencement  of  the  session,  of  every  principle  of  propriety  and  right  feeling 

in  its  representatives ;  and  that  I  have,  in  common  with  the  community  at  large,  been  disap- 
pointed in  the  hopes  which  were  entertained  that  a  better  state  of  things  would  have  resulted 
from  the  change  which  had  been  effected  in  the  constitution  of  the  colony.  I  shall  never- 
theless endeavour,  by  special  summons,  to  call  the  members  togethet  in  the  early  part  of  the 
ensuing  week,  but  I  confess  I  fear  it  will  prove  a  useless  attempt ;  and  such  is  the  lamentable 
state  ot  the  colony,  that  I  can  devise  no  remedy  that  can  be  resorted  to  to  cure  the  evil : 
a  dissolution  of  the  present  House  I  am  persuaded  would  not  have  that  effect. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  present  opportunity  to  forward  copies  of  seven  messages  rriative  to 
measures  which,  in  accordance  vnth  your  Excellency's  instructions,  I  have  felt  anxious  to 
bring  under  the  immediate  consideration  of  the  legislature,  and  which  were  laid  before  the 
Boani  of  Ck)uncil,  but  the  sudden  dispersion  of  the  members  of  the  lower  Hous^  prevented 
their  being  sent  down  to  them. 

I  have,  Sec. 
His  Excellency  Sir  W.  M.  6.  Colebrooke,  (signed)         W.  Rogers  Isaacs. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Precis  of  seven  Messages  sent  by  his  Honor  the  President  administering  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Vii^in  Islands  to  the  Board  of  Council,  sitting  at  Tortola,  under  date 
the  18th  of  December  1837. 

(No.  1.) 

Communicates  copy  of  circular  despatch  from  the  Govemor-in-chief,  enclosine  extract 
of  a  letter  from  the  senior  naval  officer  at  Barbados  to  the  Governor  of  the  Windward 
Islands,  relative  to  the  steam-packet  service,  and  recommending,  a  peculiar  light  to  be 
placed  at  the  landing-places  in  dark  nights,  to  obviate  the  dangers  to  which  the  boats 
carrying  the  mails  are  at  present  exposed;  the  President  invites  the  consideration  of  the 
Board  and  House  to  this  subject,  and  requests  their  answer. 


(No.  2.) 
Communicates  copy  of  a  circular  despatch  from  the  Govemor-in-chief,  requesting  that 
the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  legislature,  for  the  quarter  ending  30th  September, 
may  be  forwarded  to  him  when  copied,  and  in  future  at  the  end  of  each  quarter  ;  also,  that 
until  a  newspaper  is  published  in  the  colony,  the  House  of  Assembly  will  provide  for  the 
publication  of  their  proceedings  in  the  Antigua  papers ;  meantime  manuscript  copies  to 
be  furnished  after  eadi  meeting. 


(No.  3.) 

Communicates  despatch  from  the  Govemor-in-chief,  forwarding  two  Orders  of  Her 
Majesty  in  Council,  dated  21st  August  1837,  leaving  to  their  operation  two  Acts,  Nos.  101 
and  102,  passed  bjr  the  legislature  of  the  Virgin  Islands  m  March ;  viz.  '^  An  Act  for 
esiabUshing  and  maintaining  a  Police  Force  for  the  Virgin  Islands,"  and  "  An  Act  repealing 
a  former  Act,  relative  to  the  constitution  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  establishing  new 
regulations  for  that  purpose." 

(No.  4.) 

Communicates  despatch  from  the  Govemor-in-chief,  with  an  Order  in  Council,  dated 
2l8t  August  1837,  disallowing  two  Acts  relative  to  vagrancy,  and  stating  that  the  President 
had  thereupon  corresponded  with  his  Excellency  relative  to  the  fugitive  negroes ;  also,  that 
his  Excellency  is  prepared  to  assent  to  a  new  jBill  if  divested  of  the  matter  objected  to  in 
the  old  one;  the  President  therefore  urges  the  measure  on  the  inmiediate  consideration  of 
the  House. 

(No.  6.) 

Communicates  circular  despatch  from  the  Govemor-in-chief,  enclosing  despatch  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  with  a  letter  relative  to  difficulties  in  the  way  of  obtaming  titles 
to  land  for  the  erection  of  school-houses  by  the  Church  Missionary  Society;  expressing 
the  Governor's  assurance  of  their  disposition  to  aid  in  removing  such  as  may  exist  in  the 
Virgm  Islands. 

(No.  6.) 

Communicates  despatch  from  the  Govemor-in-chief,  with  one  from  Lord  Glenel^, 
relative  to  the  difficulties  experienced  by  his  Excellency,  from  the  laws  of  the  Virgm 
Islands  not  being  in  print.  His  Excellency  expresses  a  hope  that  measures  may  be  taken 
for  their  speedy  publication,  which  the  President  submits  to  the  House. 

(No.  7.) 
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Communicates  circular  despatch  from  the  Govemor-ia-chiefy  enclosing  despatch  from  ISLANDS. 

the  Secretary  of  State^  relative  to  the  irregularities  discovered  to  have  occurred  in  the  ^-^^ 

classificatioa  of  apprentices,  and  recomipending  termination  of  apprenticeship  in   1838 ;  '  ' 
submitted  by  the  President  to  the  mature  consideration  of  both  Houses. 


(Extract.) 
Sir,  Tortola,  2  January  1838.     . 

The  return  steamer  being  momently  expected  here,  1  hasten  to  acknoveledge  the  receipt 
of  your  Excellency's  circular  despatcn  01  the  21st  of  last  month,  together  with  the  seve- 
ral enclosures  which  came  to  hand  by  the  **  Lapwing"  packet  yesterday,  relative  to  the 
election  of  members  to  represent  the  Virgin  Islands  in  the  General  Assembly,  to  meet  at 
Antigua  on  the  15th  February  "next. 

I  am  concerned  to  say,  that  my  endeavours  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  House  of  AssemUji? 
on  the  29th  ultimo  failed,  only  three  members  having  attended  ;  and  the  more  so,  as  it  is 
now  quite  manifest  that  the  present  House  vnll  not  meet  agtun.  It  is  difficuU:  to.assi^  any 
reason  for  this  dereliction  ot  their  duty  other  than  their  ovm  conviction  of  their  mcom- 
petency  to  proceed  with  the  public  busmess.  I  shall  submit  the  present  state  of  the  colony 
to^e  JPrivy  Council  for  their  advice  thereon.  A  dissolution,  under  existing  circumstances, 
I  am  persuaded  would  answer  no  good  end  ;  yet  there  seems  to  be  no  alternative.  In  this 
emei^ency,  it  would  afford  me  considerable  relief  to  receive  your  Excellency's  instructions 
as  a  nirther  guide  for  my  conduct. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         W.  Rogers  Isaacs, 
His  Excellency  Governor  Sir  W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke,  President. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 

P.  S. — I  observe  the  writ  is  directed  to  the  President,  Council  and  Assembly,  who  are 
enjoined,  in  conjunction,  to  cause  the  freeholdiers  to^meet  together  for  the  purposes  theerin 
mentioned,  and  which  is  in  strict  accordance  with  the  Acts  alluded  to,  yet  it  presents  an 
obstacle  which  may  be  fatal  if  an  assembly  cannot  be  convened  for  that  occasion.  Another 
obstacle,  and  I  fear  an  insurmountable  one,  presents  itself,  that  of  providing  the  necessary 
ikieans,  under  the  present  impoverished  state  of  the'  colony,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
^lelegates  who  may  be  chosen. 

(signed)         W.  R.  1. 


(Extract.) 
Sir,  Tortola,  3  January  1838. 

The  steamer  not  having  yet  arrived,  afforded  me  an  opportunity  of  forwarding  to  your 
Excellency  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Privy  Council  which  met  this  day,  together 
with  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  House  of  Assembly  at  their  first  meeting,  on  the  18th 
ulthno,  which  will  evmce  the  character  of  that  body  in  so  clear  a  light,  that  I  consider  aay 
further  remark  thereon  from  me  unnecessary. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         W.  Rogers  Isaacs, 
His  Excellency  Governor  Sir  W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke,  President^ 

&c.  &c.  Sec, 


Sir,  Road  Town,  Tortola,  3  January  1838. 

I  HAVE  the  honour,  by  desir  of  the  Board  of  Privy  Council,  to  hand  you,  enclosed,  an 
extract  from  the  proceedings  of  that  body  at  their  meeting  this  day. 

I  have,  &c. 
To  the  Hon.  W.  R.  Isaacs,  (signed)        John  C.  Isaacs, 

President.  Clerk  of  Council, 


Virgin  Islands,  Tortola. 

At  a  Meeting  of  Privy  Council,  convened  by  special  summons  from  his  Honor  the 
President  administenng  the  Government,  at  the  Court-house  in  the  Road  Town, 
Wednesday,  January  3,  1838. 

Present, — The  Honourable  Mark  Dyer  French,  President ;  Wilson  Lavvson,  Horace 
William  Snow,  James  Deans  Roger,  George  Hill,  Isaac  Harding  Thomas. 

His  Honor  the  President  administering  the  Government  attended  the  Privy  Council, 
and  infoimed  the  Board  that  he  had  deemed  it  necessaiy  to  call  them  together  for  the  pur- 
pose of  submitting  to  their  consideration  certain  matters,  which  he  considers  of  importance 
to  the  colony;  and,  in  reference  to  the  minutes  of  the  Board  of  Legislative  Council  of  thp 
18th  and  20th  of  December  last,  which  had  by  their  resolution  been  furnished  to  him, 
relating  to  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Assembly  at  the  opening  of  the  new  session  of 
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lififiWARD       *^®  legislature,  on  the  18th  ultimo,  to  ask  their  advice  and  opinion  upon  the  utility  of 
ISLANDS.        again  endeavouring  to  convene  that  body : 

*""*■""■""""  The  Board  having  taken  the  subject  into  their  consideration,  were  of  opinion,  and  advised 

bis  Honor  not  to  call  them  together  again,  and  recommended  that  he  should  ti*ansinit  the 
minutes  of  the  Legislative  Council  alluded  to,  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor-general,  for 
his  information,  with  any  remarks  his  Honor'may  deem  proper  to  make  thereon. 

True  extract  from  the  Minutes  of  Privy  Council. 

(signed)        John  C.  Isaacs^ 

Clerk  of  CounciL 


Virgin  Islands,  Tortola. 


At  a  Meeting  of  Council,  convened  by  special  summons  from  his  Honor  the  President 
administermg  the  Government,  at  the  Court-house  in  the  Road  Town,  Monday,  Decem- 
ber 18,  1837. 

Present, — ^The  Honourable  Mark  Dyer  French,   President ;  Wilson  Lawson,  Horace 
William  Snow,  James  Deas  Roger,  Geoi-ge  Hill. 

His  Honor  the  President  administering  the  Government  arrived  in  the  council-room 
and  delivered  an  address  to  both  branches  of  the  legislature  on  the  opening  of  the  new 
session,  and  having  retired,  the  Board  appointed  a  committee  to  draw  up  a  reply  to  his 
Honor's  speech,  which,  upon  being  prepared  and  approved  of,  the  Board,  attended  by  their 
officers,  waited  upon  his  Honor  and  delivered,  the  same,  after  which  they  returned  to  the 
council-room  and  proceeded  in  the  ordinary  routine  of  business.  Several  conmiunicatiens, 
which  had  been  sent  by  message  from  his  Honor  the  President  administering  the  Govern- 
ment to  both  branches  of  the  legislature,  were  laid  before  the  Board  and  read,  when  it  was 
resolved. that  a  message  be  sent  down  to  the  Honourable  House  of  Assembly  with  the  said 
communications,  but  m  consequence  of  the  House  having  broken  up,  the  same  could  not 
be  done. 

The  Board  having  no  further  business  before  them,  it  was  moved  and  seconded  that  this 
Board  do  resolve  itself  into  a  general  committee  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  and  re- 
^rting  to  the  executive  the  present  state  of  the  colony,  and  that  the  Board  do  adjourn  to 
Wednesday  the  20th  instant  for  the  purpose. 

True  extract  from  the  Minutes  of  Council. 

(signed)        John  C.  Isaacs, 

Clerk  of  CounciL 


At  a  Meeting  of  Council,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  the  Court-house  in  the  Road 
Town,  Tortola,  Wednesday,  December  20th,  1837. 

Present,^— The  Honourable  Mark  Dyer  French,  President;  the  Honourable  Wilson 
Lawson,  the  Honourable  Horace  William  Snow,  the  Honourable  James  Deas  Roger, 
the  Honourable  George  Hill. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  take  into  consideration  the  business  for  which  they  had  ad- 
journed, and  it  was  moved,  seconded  and  resolved,  that  the  Honourable  J.  D.  Roger  and 
Geoige  Hill  be  appointed  a  committee  from  this  Board  to  examine  the  minutes  of  the  House 
of  Assembly  at  their  meeting  on  the  18th  instant,  upon  the  opening  of  a  new  session  of  the 
legislature ;  to  obtain  a  copy  thereof,  and  report  the  same  to  this  Board,  and  that  such 
committee  be  authorized  to  call  on  any  persons  or  for  any  documents  they  may  deem  neces- 
sary to  afford  information  on  the  subject. 

The  committee  proceeded  on  their  duty,  and  laid  before  the  Board  the  following  authen- 
ticated copies  of  the  minutes  of  the  Assembly  at  their  meeting  on  Monday  last. 

William  Hastings  Shew,  James  Bumham  Nibbs,  Henry  Cecil  Hodge,  William  Slaney 
Crooke,  Dugald  M*Coll,  William  Agrippa  O'Neale. 

The  above  gentlemen  having  taken  the  oaths,  proceeded  to  business.  On  motion  made 
and  seconded,  H.  C.  Hodge,  Esq.,  was  chosen  Speaker  of  the  House.  Mr.  Hodge  stated 
his  intention  of  leavins^  the  island,  and  begged  to  decline  the  honour  conferred  on  him, 
and  requested  permission  to  vacate  the  chair,  and  begged  leave  to  propose  J.  B.  Nibbs, 
Esq.,  as  Speaker;  this  motion  was  put  and  carried,  when  Mr.  Nibbs  declined,  as  he  could 
not  attend  to  the  duties  of  the  Speakership.  Mr.  Nibbs  proposed  Mr.  M'Coll  as  Speaker, 
who  declined,  stating  that  his  incapacity  from  sickness  precluded  him  from  acceptmg  the 
honour.     Mr.  M'Coll  then  proposed  Mr.  Shew,  who  ulso  declined,  stating  he  intended 
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shortly  to  leave  the  island  ;  but  rather  than  prevent  the  meeting  from  going  into  business,        LfiEWARD 
he  accepted  of  the  chair,  giving  himself  the  casting  vote.  ISLANDS. 

The  members  then  attended  his  Honor  the  President  in  Council,  and  presented  W.  H.  Shew, 
Esq.,  as  the  Speaker  of  the  Honourable  House,  and  his  appointment  having  been  approved 
of  by  his  Honor,  the  President  then  claimed  the  privilege  of  speech,  freedom  of  debate, 
&c.  The  Speaker  and  members  then  returned  to  the  House  and  proceeded  to  appoint  their 
officers,  when,  on  motion  made  and  seconded  that  Mr.  T.  W.  Crooke  be  the  clerk  of  the 
House,  an  amended  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Mr.  S.  Bryan  be  the  clerk;  the 
amended  motion  was  put  and  lost ;  the  former  motion  was  then  put  and  carried  ;  and  Mr. 
Bryan,  clerk  of  the  late  House,  directed  to  deliver  over  the  Assembly  books,  papers,  &c.,  to 
Mr.  Crooke,  which  was  done  accordingly. 

I  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  extract  of  the  Minutes  of  Assembly  while 
clerk. 

(signed)  S,  Bryan, 

Clerk  of  the  late  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Mibbs  moved  that  the  qualification  of  the  present  Speaker,  William  H.  Shew,  be 
looked  into. 

Mr.  M*Coll  moved,  and  it  was  seconded,  that  the  Act  under  which  the  present  Assembly 
is  sitting  be  called  for,  and  looked  into  in  the  first  instance.  The  Act  was  produced  by  the 
serjeant-at-arms.  Mr.  M*Coll  being  unwell,  reauested  leave  to  retire  for  half  an  hour : 
there  being  a  House  without  that  honourable  memoer,  he  was  permitted  to  leave  for  that  time. 
The  reading  of  the  Act  was  then  postponed  until  the  return  of  Mr.  M'Coll.  Mr.  O'Nerfe 
asked  leave  merely  to  quit  for  a  moment,  but  within  the  precincts  of  the  House.  Mr. 
Nibbs  immediately  Quitted  his  seat,  stating  that  there  was  no  House.  All  the  other 
members  then  quitted.  Mr.  O'Neale,  hearing  the  remark,  returned  within  the  bar  and  took 
his  seat,  and  declared  that  there  was  a  House,  and  that  he  had  not  quitted.  Mr.  Nibbs 
and  Mr.  Hodge  left  the  House,  although  called  upon  by  the  Speaker  to  remain.  Their 
quitting  left  only  three  members. 

I  do  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  taken  from  the  minutes  of  the  Honourable 
House  of  Assembly  of  their  proceedings  after  my  appointment  on  Monday  the  18th  instant. 

(signed)         Thomas  William  Crooke, 
Tortola,  20  Dec.  1837.  Clerk  of  the  Assembly. 

On  the  said  minutes  being  read,  it  was  moved,  seconded  and  resolved,  that  a  copy  of 
the  Minutes  of  Council  this  day  be  transmitted  by  the  President  of  the  Board  to  his  Honor 
the  President  administering  the  Government. 

True  extract  from  the  Minutes  of  Council. 

(signed)        Jno.  C.  Isaacs, 

Clerk  of  the  Council. 


Government  House,  Antigua, 
Sir,  6  January  1838. 

I  HAVE  received  your  letter  dated  the  23d  December  and  the  2d  and  3d  January,  re- 
porting the  proceedings  of  the  legislature  at  Tortola,  on  the  opening  of  the  first  session,  and 
Its  abrupt  termination. 

I  regret  that  the  Act  passed  has  been  unproductive  of  any  beneficial  effect ;  and  I  have  Act  102,  repealing 
only  to  express  a  confident  hope  that  the  early  convention  of  a  General  Assembly  will  a  former  Act,  rela- 
afford  an  opportunity  of  adoptmg  measures  for  the   relief  of  the  colony  in   its   present  tive  to  the  consti- 
exigencies.  tiition  of  the  House 

^  .  .  .  .  °'  Asseint)ly,  and 

In  regard  to  the  measures  to  be^ taken  by  you  in  concert  with  Her  Majesty's  Council  for  establishing  new 
Ihe  due  execution  of  the  writ,  I  cannot  permit  myself  to  doubt  that  the  House  of  Assembly  regulations, 
will  promptly  obey  your  special  summons  to  meet  yourself  and  the  Council  on  so  important 
an  occasion;  and  I  congratulate  them  on  the  near  prospect  of  the  advantages  they  wiU 
unquestionably  derive  from  this  convention. 

I  have,  &c. 

His  Honor  the  President,  &c.  (signed)         W.M.G.  Colebrooke. 

Tortola. 
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LEEWARD 
ISLANDS. 

Enclosure  (H.)  in 
No.  17. 


No.  18. 


Nos.  202  &  203, 
30  Dec.  1837. 
No.  10,  20  Jan. 
1838. 


Enclosure  (H.)  in  No.  17. 

Comparative  Statement,  exhibiting  the  Proportion  of  Electors  and  Representatives  to  the 
Population  in  each  of  the  Islands  constituting  the  Leeward  Island  Government,  so  far  as  the 
same  can  be  ascertained. 


Al^lE  of  the  ISLAND. 

Population. 

Ekctonl 
Sutricla. 

Number 
of  Memben. 

Number  of  Voter* 

at  the 

la*t  Eleetioii. 

Total 

Number  of 

Voters. 

1. — Antigua          .        -        - 

35,594  («) 

13 

25 

323 

(«) 

2. — Dominica       •        -        . 

18,970 

12 

19 

431  (c) 

— 

3 — St.  Christopher's  and  An- 
guilla. 

33,491  (rf) 

10 

25 

104(e) 

— 

4, — Nevis     -        .        -        - 

9,250 

5 

15 

78(/) 

159 

5. — Monts^rrat     ... 

7>"9 

5 

13 

75(g) 

144 

6.— Virgin  islands 

7,731 

8 

16 

34(*) 

143 

Remarks. — (a)  This  Population  Return  is  from  the  conjectural  estimate  in  the  Blue  Book  for 
1835.     The  census  of  1831  returned  37,226,  which  is  probably  nearer  the  truth. 

(b)  There  being  no  registration  of  voters,  it  is  difficult  to  state  this  with  precision.  There  is  no 
law  defining  the  qualification  of  voters:* 

(c)  The  number  of  voters  here  stated  is  not  the  exact  numl^er  who  polled  at  the  last  election ; 
more  recent  elections  having  been  held  in  three  districts,  St.  PauFs,  St.  Peter's  and  St.  Patrick's, 
polling  respectively  24,  40  and  49. 

(d)  This  is  from  the  census  of  1812. 

{€)  There  is  no  registration  of  voters  at  St.  Kitt's,  consequently  this  cannot  be  filled  up.  The 
qualification  of  voters  is  10  acres  of  ground,  or  a  tenement  of  loZ.  currency  value  per  annum ;  mem- 
bers 40/. ;  mortgagees  not  to  vote  except  they  are  in  actual  possession. 

(/)  At  Nevis  30  acres  of  land  constitute  a  freehold,  or  tenement  of  40/. ;  a  loL  freehold  qualifier 
a  voter. 

(g)  At  Montserrat  there  is  no  law  defining  the  qualification  of  electors.  In  1788  the  qualification 
was  settled  by  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  which  was  not  acted  upon. 

(h)  At  Tortola  there  is  no  registry  of  electors ;  qualification,  10  acres  in  fee-simple,  or  tenement  of 
10^.  currency  per  annum.  Qualification  of  representatives,  40  acres  of  land,  or  possession  of  40/. 
per  annum. 


—  No.  18.— 
(No.  18.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  W.  M.  G. 

Colehrookcy  k.  c.  h. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  28  February  1838. 

I  HAVE  received  your  despatches,  enumerated  in  the  margin,  on  the  subject  of 
your  further  proceedings  respecting  the  calling  together  of  the  Greneral  Assembly 
of  the  Leeward  Islands. 

I  adhere  to  the  opinion  expressed  in  my  despatch  of  the  13th  August  last, 
that  if  there  be  no  general  or  local  law  which  would  forbid  the  revival  of  the 
system  of  1705  and  1797,  and  if  there  be  questions  of  common  concern  to  the 
whole  of  the  Leeward  Islands,  of  sufficient  variety  and  importance  to  justify  the 
expenditure  and  the  trouble,  of  which  the  measure  must  be  productive,  the  adop- 
tion of  it  WQuld  be  attended  with  much  advantage  ;  but  I  regret  to  find  that  a 
most  serious  difficulty  has  arisen  in  the  execution  of  the  plan,  as  the  general 
opinion  of  the  colonies  concerned  in  the  measure,  as  expressed  by  their  represen- 
tatives assembled  in  more  than  one  of  the  colonial  assembUes,is  distinctly  opposed 
to  it.  Without  venturing  to  deny  that  this  opposition  might  be  lawftilly  over- 
come by  ascertaining  the  powers  vested  in  the  Crown,  and  without  intending  to 
express  any  opinion  on  that  subject,  I  think  it  clear  that  this  is  not  an  occasion  on 
which  it  would  be  wise,  even  if  it  be  lawful,  to  counteract  the  settled  judgment 
of  those  for  whose  benefit  the  plan  has  been  devised.  I  am  accordingly  under 
the  necessity,  of  instructing  you  to  relinquish  that  design,  unless  it  be  sanctioned 
by  the  concurrence  of  all  the  local  legislatures. 

In  announcing  this  decision,  I  cannot  too  distinctly  record  my  conviction  of 
the  zeal  for  Her  Majesty's  service,  and  of  the  liberal  and  enlightened  views  by 
which  your  proceedings  on  this  subject  have  been  dictated. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)  Glenelg. 
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LEEWARD 
(No.  9.)  —No.  19.—  ISLANDS. 

Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke,  k.  c.  h., 
to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated  Government  House,  Antigua,  19  January  1838. 

Referring  to  my  despatch  of  the  9th  ultimo  (Dominica,  No.  193),  I  have  the  No.  19. 
honour  to  enclose  to  your  Lordship  two  letters  which  I  have  received  from  Lieu- 
tenant-governor Light,  the  first  enclosing  one  from  the  Attorney-general  of 
Dominica,  explanatory  of  the  grounds  on  which  the  Lieutenant-governor  has 
judged  it  expedient  to  prorogue  the  Assem  bly  from  the  2d  to  the  16th,  and 
since  to  the  30th  instant,  to  give  time  for  receiving  my  instructions  as  to  the  fittest 
line  of  conduct  to  be  pursued  in  the  present  state  of  that  island. 

When  I  addressed  your  Lordship  on  the  9th  ultimo,  it  was  my  intention  to 
have  proceeded  to  Dominica,  in  order  to  be  present  at  the  opening  of  the  session  ^ee  page  13. 
on  the  2d  of  January,  but  the  unexpected  occurrences  which  took  place  here  on 
-occasion  of  the  issue  of  the  writs  for  holding  the  elections  for  the  General 
Assembly  entirely  precluded  me  from  leaving  Antigua,  and  of  withdrawing  from 
immediate  communication  with  the  other  Leeward  Islands. 

Your  Lordship  is  well  aware  of  the  dissensions  which  have  long  prevailed  in 
Dominica.  The  exclusive  system  was  maintained  in  that  colony  until  1831,  Seepage  21. 
when  the  CathoUc  Relief  Bill  came  into  operation  and  enfranchised  that  part  of 
the  population  of  the  island,  who,  for  the  most  part,  live  on  their  estates.  In 
1832  the  removal  of  disabihties  from  the  coloured  class  effected  another  material 
change  in  the  relations  of  society,  and,  followed  by  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
1834,  has  tended  to  create  more  than  ordinary  feelings  of  jealousy  in  the  minds 
of  those,  who,  representing  absent  proprietors,  may  apprehend  in  these  changes 
an  effect  unfavourable  to  the  particular  system  with  which  they  are  connected. 

The  attempt  to  alter  the  election  law  in  the  last  session  of  the  Assembly,  and 
-which  revived  those  dissensions  between  the  parties,  originated  in  an  ill-defined 
impression  that  some  change  was  necessary.  The  principle  of  the  Bill  was  to 
substitute  a  qualification  from  taxation,  instead  of  land,  from  its  little  value, 
^andthe  opinion  of  the  Attorney-general,  is  that  persons  ought  not  to  vote  on 
movable  houses,  unless  seised  of  the  land.  From  a  late  report  of  the  lieu- 
tenant-governor, I  learn  that  the  land  at  the  disposal  of  the  Crown  is  Umited 
in  extent,  and  it  must  be  obvious  that  no  law  can  interfere  with  proprietors 
having  extensive  tracts  at  their  disposal,  from  transferring  them  in  a  manner 
to  increase  the  number  of  voters,  or  to  prevent  persons  desirous  of  pos- 
sessing the  qualification  from  acquiring  such  lands,  whereby  their  value 
must  be  progressively  augmented.  The  qualification  from  taxation  is  too  un- 
stable as  the  basis  of  an  election  law,  and  has  on  this  ground  been  elsewhere 
rejected.  Viewing,  therefore,  the  difficulties  of  the  question,  and  the  party  feel- 
ings which  every  discussion  on  it  calls  forth  in  the  local  communities,  I  am 
strengthened  in  my  first  opinion,  that  this  and  other  general  questions,  wjiich 
<;annot  be  long  postponed,  will  be  more  advantageously  considered  in  the  General 
Assembly,  and  I  shall  therefore  avail  myself  of  the  first  favourable  occasion  to 
recommend  to  the  local  legislature  of  Dominica  to  consent  to  such  incorporation. 
I  must,  however,  observe  to  your  Lordship,  that  it  would  be  premature  formally 
to  propose  the  measure  until  the  arrangements  may  be  more  mature  in  the 
Leeward  Islands,  and  on  this  account  I  am  the  less  disposed  to  regret  that  I  am 
prevented  at  the  present  moment  from  repairing  to  Dominica. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         IV.  M.  G.  Cokbrooke. 


— N0.2O.— 
(No.  14.) 
Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  W.  M.  G.  Colebrooh,  k.c.h.,  to 
Lord  GUnelgy  dated  Government  House,  Antigua,  6  February  1838- 

It  is  just  to  the  Council  and  Assembly  that  I  should  explain,  that  many  of  the        ^^'  -^^ 
leading  members  entered  cordially  into  my  views  for  the  revision  of  the  laws  at 
the  opening  of  the  session,  as  indeed  was  evinced  by  the  addresses  which  I  re- 
ceived from  both  Houses ;  and,  knowing  the  respect  in  which  the  legislature  of 
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LEEWARD  Antigua  is  held  throughout  the  Leeward  Islands,  I  was  led  to  draw  their  atten- 
ISLANDS.  tion  to  various  measures  of  general  improvement,  with  the  object  of  preparing 
the  public  mind  for  their  reception  before  the  meeting  of  the  general  legisla- 
ture ;  and  also  in  the  expectation  that  any  well-considered  Acts  which  might  be 
passed  in  Antigua  would  admit  of  being  extended  to  the  other  islands,  whereby 
the  time  of  the  General  Assembly  would  be  saved.  That  I  have  been  disap- 
pointed in  my  expectation  has,  I  am  persuaded,  proceeded  less  from  an  indisposi- 
tion in  the  Council  and  Assembly  to  fulfil  these  intentions,  than  from  the  manner 
in  which  the  business  of  the  local  legislatures  is  conducted,  and  which,  recur- 
ring to  the  explanations  contained  in  ray  despatch  (No.  26)  of  the  14th  of  June 
Seepage  t.  J837,  formed  a  principal  ground  on  which  I  considered  it  indispensable  for  the 
welfare  of  these  islands,  at  this  most  important  juncture,  to  convene  the  general 
legislature  of  the  Leeward  Islands.  Daily  experience  has  confirmed  me  in  these 
views,  and  has  rendered  me  more  than  ever  anxious  to  overcome  the  difficulties 
which  have  been  raised  against  their  accomplishment. 

In  the  mean  time  I  have  continued  to  proceed  with  the  Council  and  Assembly 
of  this  island  in  prosecution  of  my  original  views,  and  am  prepared  to  co-cq)e- 
rate  with  them  in  any  exertions  which  they  may  make  to  redeem  their  pledges. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         W.  M.  G.  Oolebrooke. 


(No.  15.)  --No.21.- 

Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  ir.  M.  G.  Colebrooke,  k.c.h.,  to 
Lord  Glenelg,  dated  Government  House,  Antigua,  8  February  1838. 
No.  21.  I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Lordship's  despatch  (General,  No.  14), 

dated  28th  December,  conveying  to  me  your  approval  of  the  views  under  which 
I  had  proposed  to  convene  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Leeward  Islands  in  the 
present  session. 

On  the  20th  of  January  I  reported  to  your  Lordship  my  proceedings  for  the 
accomplishment  of  this  object,  the  opposition  which  I  had  met  with  from  a  mar 
jority  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  of  this  island,  and  the  disposition  manifested 
by  the  community  at  large  on  the  occasion. 

I  have  now  to  inform  your  Lordship,  that,  pursuant  to  the  writs  which  I  had 
sent  to  all  the  islands  for  holding  a  general  election  on  the  1st  of  February,  the 
freeholders  of  this  islgmd  were  duly  summoned,  and  five  members  were  unani- 
mously returned ;  namely,  the  Honourable  Nicholas  Nugent,  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Assembly ;  the  Honourable  Robert  Horsford,  Solicitor-general ; 
Anthony  Musgrave,  Esq.,  m.d.,  treasurer;  George  W.  Ottley,  Esq.,  and  Daniel 
B.  GarUng,  Esq, 

One  hundred  and  thirty-five  votes  were  polled  in  their  favour,  and  others 
would  have  come  forward  if  the  election  had  been  contested.  I  have  reason, 
however,  to  believe,  that  a  considerable  number  were  induced  to  abstain  from 
voting  through  the  influence  of  those  who  were  opposed  to  a  Greneral  Assembly. 

As  the  number  of  electors  who  did  vote  exceeded  considerably  the  number 
who  polled  in  1798,  and  w^re  nearly  all  of  the  class  who  had  been  regarded 
as  inimical  to  the  agricultural  interests,  I  consider  that  the  result  of  this  election 
has  satisfactorily  shown  their  disposition  to  act  from  principle  in  their  choice, 
and  that  they  have  not  been  led  to  depart  from  this  course  in  consequence  of  the 
mistrust  manifested  toward  them.  I  am  bound  also  to  observe,  that  the  tran- 
quil, conciliatory  and  constitutional  deportment  of  the  electors  reflected  on  them 
the  greatest  credit. 

I  have  also  the  satisfaction  of  reporting  to  your  Lordship,  that  the  proceedings 
at  Montserrat  reflect  great  credit  upon  adl  classes  of  the  community :  the  Presi- 
dent reports,  that  he  was  attended  on  the  1st  instant  by  a  majority  of  the  local 
\.^^^^^  Council  and  Assembly,  when  the  poll  was  opened  by  the  Secretary,  and  the  fol- 
^^-''^"^  lowing  five  gentlemen  were  unanimously  elected  to  represent  that  island  in  the 
General  Assembly ;  namely,  the  Honourable  George  Savage  Martin,  Member  of 
CoundK  Antigua ;  the  Honourable  John  Shiell,  Queen's  Counsel,  Member  of 
Assembly,  Antigua;  Thomas  Shirley  Warner,  Esq.,  of  Antigua;  the  Honourable 
Richard  Dyett,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Montserrat;  and  the 
Honourable  John  P.Trott,  Member  of  the  Assembly,  Montserrat ;  by  which  return 
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Antigua  will  have  acquired  the  support  in  the  General  Assembly  of  three  gentlemen       LEEVV  AUD 
<^  that  island.  Montserrat  having  abolished  the  apprentice  system,  there  will  also        ISLANDS. 
be   10  members  from  these  two  islands  alone  in  favour  of  the  system  under 
which  Antigua  is  settled,  and  seven  members  who  are  proprietors. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  at  St.  Christopher  have  been 
materially  influenced  by  the  example  of  this  island,  and  in  forwarding  to  your 
Lordship  the  lettets  I  have  received  from  Sir  Henry  Macleod,  it  is  just  that  I 
should  express  the  sense  I  entertain  of  the  firm,  temperate  and  judicious 
manner  in  which  he  has  met  and  surmounted  the  opposition  which  has  been 
raised,  and  also  the  creditable  conduct  of  that  part  of  the  constituency  who 
exercised  their  franchise.  The  members  unanipiously  returned  by  them  are 
the  Honourable  Anthony  Hart  Rawlins,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 
St  Christopher;  Ralph  Brush  Cleghorn,  Esq.,  Member  of  the  House  of  As- 
sembly, St  Christopher ;  Richard  Challenger,  Esq.,  Member  of  the  House  of 
Assembly,  St.  Christopher ;  Henry  lies  Woodcock,  Esq.,  Member  of  the  House 
of  Assembly,  St.  Christopher ;  and  George  Webbe  Parson,  Esq. 

The  same  influence  exerted  at  Nevis  has,  for  the  present,  defeated  the 
election ;  the  President  reports  to  me  that  the  poll  was  opened  on  the  1st  of 
February,  when  many  electors  attended,  but  no  candidates  having  come  forward, 
none  were  put  up.     I  enclose  the  letter  of  the  President. 

Fcom  Tortola  I  have  not  yet  received  the  returns,  but  from  the  tenor  o^  the 
enclosed  letters  from  the  President,  I  am  led  to  hops  that  the  result  will  be 
satisfactory. 

From  the  issue  of  the  elections  in  Antigua,  Montserrat  and  St.  Christopher, 
your  Lordship  will  not  fail  to  perceive  the  disposition  of  the  electors  in  general 
to  return  gentlemen  the  most  qualified  to  represent  those  islands  in  the  General 
Assembly,  and  to  do  justice  to  those  interests  the  importance  of  which  is  gene- 
rally aclmowledged ;  their  unanimity,  by  obviating  all  disputes  at  the  elections, 
has  also  rendered  unnecessary  any  appeal  to  the  local  councils  and  assemblies 
as  the  referees  in  such  cases,  amder  the  law  of  1694. 

From  the  communications  of  the  President  at  Tortola,  your  Lordship  will 
perceive  that  the  opinion  of  the  Queen's  counsel,  in  the  Virgin  Islands,  concmrs 
with  that  of  the  law  officers  in  all  the  other  islands  as  to  the  legality  of  the 
convention  ;  and  on  this  head,  and  on  my  competency  to  exercise  the  royal  pre- 
rogative in  reviving  the  General  Assembly,  there  does  not  exist  the  smsdlest 
diyabt  in  the  mind  of  any  person  who  can  be  regarded  as  a  competent  authority 
«n  such  questions,  and  by  whom  the  pretensions  of  the  local  assemblies  in  An- 
tigua and  St.  Christopher  to  supersede  the  prerogative,  and  to  obstruct  the 
Queen's  representative  in  exercising  the  powers  intrusted  to  him  by  the  Act  of 
1705  are  equally  repudiated. 

While  on  this  subject,  it  may  be  proper  to  explain  that  this  Act  was  finally 
passed,  after  repeated  attempts  of  the  local  assemblies  to  supersede  the  powers 
o£  the  general  assemblies.  In  1692,  an  Act*  was  passed  for  settling  general  *  Seepage  62. 
ccmncils  and  assemblies,  which,  as  a  temporary  Act,  expired  with  the  war,  in 
which  St  Christopher  was  captured  by  the  French,  and  re-conquered.  In  1694, 
the  Act  to  prevent  disputes  between  assembly  men  made  the  local  councils  and 
assemblies  the  referees  in  cases  of  dispute,  to  avoid  the  obvious  inconvenience 
and  expense  of  referring  such  questions  to  the  General  Council  and  Assembly 
when  convened ;  and  which,  by  associating  the  Grovernor,  Presidents  and  Coun- 
cils, sufficiently  demonstrates  the  caution  of  the  General  Assembly  in  not  leaving 
such  questions  of  privilege  to  the  exclusive  arbitration  of  the  local  assemblies. 

In  1701,  an  Act  for  settling  general  councils  and  assemblies  was  passed  by 
the  General  Assembly  (No.  17,  2d  December  1701), t  which  was  rejected  by  an  |  Vide  page  61. 
Order  of  Queen  Anne,  dated  17th  May  1703,  apparently  on  the  ground  that  it 
contained  a  clause  exempting  any  island  from  the  operation  of  general  Acts  from 
which  its  representatives  might  dissent,  and  the  Act  of  1705  was  finally  passed 
and  confirmed,  in  which  the  7th  clause  renders  the  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly 
binding  on  all  the  islands,  even  where  the  members  of  any  particular  island 
diould  not  be  present ;  I  enclose  transcripts  of  these  manuscript  Acts  fi'om  the  ---  ,_^o.  ^^ 
public  registry. 

In  reference  to  the  history  of  the  English  colonies  in  America  and  the  West 
Indies,  it  would  appear  that  a  distinction  existed  between  the  constitution  of  the 
proprietary  or  chartered  colonies,  and  of  the  provincial  governments  to  which 
they  were  subject.     In  the  former,  various  forms  of  municipal  government  were 
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LEEWARD  recognized,  but  in  the  latter,  an  adherence  to  the  forms  of  Parliament  was  strictly 
ISLANDS.  observed,  and  even  when  the  smaller  governments  exercised  a  concurrent  power 
of  legislation,  their  municipal  forms  were  not  superseded ;  hence  it  is  that  in 
the  minor  governments  in  the  West  Indies,  and  especially  after  the  general 
assemblies  had  ceased  to  be  called  together,  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  has 
been  practically  superseded  in  a  manner  which,  under  the  provincial  govCTn- 
ments,  could  not  have  obtained,  and  a  system  has  grown  up,  the  defects  of  whidi 
are  now  generally  acknowledged,  which  is  totally  inapplicable  to  the  present  state 
of  these  islands,  subversive  of  the  principles  of  the  English  constitution,  and 
from  which  nothing  can  retrieve  them  but  a  recurrence  to  the  system  of  sessional 
legislation,  by  provincial  councils  and  assemblies,  based  upon  popular  repre- 
sentation. 

Adverting  to  the  relations  subsisting  between  the  institutions  of  England  and 
her  colonies,  it  is  proper  to  observe  that  the  state  of  society  in  the  enfranchised 
colonies  bears  a  nearer  analogy  to  that  which  prevailed  at  a  remote  period  of  our 
history  than  at  present.  Estates  occupied  by  a  peasantry  who  have  acquired 
no  qualification  as  electors,  must  be  considered  to  be  represented  by  proprietors, 
who  hold  seats  in  the  Council,  while  the  interests  of  other  classes  of  the  popu- 
lation are  represented  in  the  Assemblies.  These  colonies  being  exclusively 
agricultmral,  the  distinctions  between  town  and  country  are  inapplicable  to  them. 
Tlie  classes  resident  at  the  sea-ports  are  but  a  part  of  the  coimtry  population, 
whose  resources  would  be  available  in  the  improvement  of  its  agriculture ;  and* 
that  such  has  not  hitherto  been  the  case  is  attributable  to  circumstances  to  which 
it  is  necessary  that  I  should  now  advert. 

In  my  despatch,  No.  10,  of  the  20th  of  January,  I  alluded  to  the  number  of 
proprietors  who  were  absent,  and  the  effect  of  the  system  of  management  which 
slavery  has  entailed  in  these  islands.  In  colonies  where  the  plantation  system 
does  not  obtain,  and  where  the  productions  are  such  as  to  maintain  only  a  resi- 
dent proprietary  under  frugal  management,  and  a  participation  of  profits  by  other 
classes,  there  has  been  a  progressive  augmentation  of  their  resources ;  but  in  the 
West  India  colonies  the  effects  of  slavery  have  been  in  too  many  instances  to 
banish  the  proprietor,  and  to  consign  the  management  to  those  who  have  no 
direct  interest  in  improvement,  while  the  exertions  of  the  resident  proprietor  have 
generally  proved  xmavailing  from  the  extent  of  his  incumbrances  to  the  absent 
mortgagee.  It  is  thus  that  the  management  of  West  India  estates  has  become  ta 
so  great  an  extent  a  speculation  in  the  hands  of  mercantile  houses  in  England, 
who,  intent  on  present  profit,  have  regarded  with  indifference  the  consequences- 
of  a  system  which  has  terminated  in  the  ruin  of  many  proprietors. 

The  detailed  accounts  of  estates  which  have  been  drawn  into  the  vortex  of 
this  system  afford  the  most  decisive  proofs  of  its  mischievous  effects;  and 
although  the  compensation  paid  by  Parliament  on  the  liberation  of  the  slaves  has 
afforded  some  temporary  relief,  it  cannot  prevent  the  inevitable  consequences  of 
the  system  to  the  proprietary  body,  and  the  necessity  of  effecting  such  a  change 
as  will  rescue  all  classes  in  these  countries  from  the  impending  evils  arising  from 
an  increase  of  numbers  without  a  corresponding  augmentation  of  capital. 

These  explanations  have  been  required  in  order  to  account  to  yom*  Lordship 
for  the  fact  that  the  proposed  convention  of  the  General  Assembly,  which  in  the 
first  instance  was  well  received  by  all  classes  of  the  community,  should  have 
been  suddenly  opposed  on  the  issue  of  my  proclamation  of  the  21st  of  December; 
and  when  I  advert  to  the  fact  that  a  committee  of  the  Privy  C-ouncil  in  1834 
recorded  their  sentiments  in  favour  of  the  measure  which  has  been  opposed 
by  them  in  1838,  I  cannot  avoid  the  inference  that  this  opposition  has  originated 
less  with  the  proprietors  than  with  the  mortgagees. 

It  only  remains  for  me  briefly  to  explain  to  your  Lordship  the  views  I  entertain 
of  the  effects  of  these  arrangements  in  rescuing  the  property  of  the  countrj^ 
from  the  precarious  support  on  which  it  now  depends.  In  the  local  communities 
a  system  has  grown  up  which  is  subversive  of  the  laws  under  which  the  colonies- 
were  first  established.  By  an  acknowledged  principle  of  the  constitution,  the 
colonies  brought  with  them  the  common  law  of  England,  and  as  much  of  the 
statute  law  as  might  be  applicable  to  their  condition ;  and  in  the  2d  clause  of  an 
Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  No.  30,  dated  Nevis,  15th  of  June  1705,  the 
common  law  is  declared  to  be  in  force,  and  to  be  the  certain  rule  whereby  the 
rights  and  properties  of  the  people  were  to  be  determined,  except  when  altered 
by  laws  of  the  colony  confirmed  in  England,  or  by  Acts  of  Parliament  extending 
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to  these  islands;  and  although  it  is  expressly  declared  that  all  customs  contradic-       LEEWARD 
tory  to  this  rule  are  null  and  void,  the  resolutions  of  the  local  assemblies  have       ISLANDS. 

superseded  them  by  altering  the  qualification  of  electors,  and  by  excluding  many 

from  voting  in  the  divisions. 

In  the  general  elections  for  the  Leeward  Islands  this  law  will  necessarily  be  re- 
vived (as  it  was  in  1798),  and  will  tend  to  re-unite  all  classes  in  promoting  the 
public  welfare ;  and  if  encouragement  should  be  given  to  public  improvements,  the 
small  capitalists  will  be  induced  to  adventure  their  resources  in  agriculture, 
whereby  a  farming  capital  may  be  acquired,  and  a  system  of  rural  economy  intro- 
duced favourable  to  the  landholder.  The  direct  taxation  which  has  borne  heavily 
on  the  sources  of  production  will  also  admit  of  alleviation  by  the  imposition  of  mo- 
derate duties  on  consumption  ;  nor  do  I  entertain  any  doubt  that  it  will  become 
apparent  to  all  classes  who  are  interested  in  the  permanent  welfare  of  these  islands, 
that  the  accomplishment  of  these  views  will  be  conducive  to  their  ultimate  benefit. 

In  adverting  to  the  minutes  of  the  Privy  Council  transmitted  with  Sir 
E.  M.  McGregor's  general  despatch  of  the  11th  of  January  1834,  it  appears  to 
me  that  the  committee  must  have  overlooked  the  laws  of  the  General  Assembly, 
and  if  they  had  recurred  to  those  laws  they  would  have  found  a  solution  of  many 
of  the  diflSculties  they  anticipated :  I  regaM  the  municipal  organization  which 
they  recognize,  if  preserved  within  its  due  limits,  to  be  an  essential  part  of  the 
system,  and  that  the  revival  of  these  laws  imder  the  modifications  which  time  has 
rendered  necessary  will  provide  for  the  reduction  of  local  establishments,  and  a  pro- 
gressive extension  of  the  principle  of  general  legislation  throughout  the  Windward 
as  well  as  the  Leeward  Islands,  and  the  representation,  of  the  Crown  colonies, 
in  a  general  Council  and  Assembly,  without  disturbing  their  municipal  regulations. 
I  would,  lastly,  impress  upon  your  Lordship,  that  the  interposition  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  the  national  sacrifice  which  has  been  made  for  the  abolition  of  slavery^ 
has  acquired  to  England  the  gratitude  of  those  classes  who  constitute  a  large 
majority  of  the  colonial  population  whose  local  attachments  are  proverbial,  and 
whose  growing  influence  in  these  countries  will  strengthen  the  bonds  of  attach- 
ment with  Great  Britain. 

The  necessity  of  remaining  here  until  the  termination  of  the  elections,  and 
till  I  should  be  enabled  to  complete  this  report  to  your  Lordship,  has  obliged  me 
to  postpone  the  circuit  which  I  intended  to  have  made  through  the  islands  in  the 
last  month,  but  I  anticipate  no  further  delay  in  the  performance  of  this  duty. 

It  has,  however,  become  necessary  to  prorogue  the  General  Assembly  to  the 
15th  of  March,  when  I  hope  to  have  returned  to  Antigua,  and  that  the  arrange- 
ments will  by  that  time  be  so  far  matured  that,  together  with  a  provisional 
Council,  I  may  enter  with  them  on  the  important  subjects  of  general  interest 
-which  will  call  for  their  immediate  attention. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)  W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke. 


Enclosure  1,  in  No,  21. 

Sir,  Montserrat,  3  Februaiy  1838.       End  1,  in  No;  2f» 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  in  obedience  to  your  proclamation, 
I  met  the  freeholders  of  this  island  at  nine  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  1st  February,  when 
I  had  the  satisfaction  of  being  joined  by  their  Honors  the  President  of  the  Council  and 
Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  accompanied  by  a  majority  of  the  members  of  both  Houses,  and  a 
large  and  highly  respectable  body  of  freeholders.  Your  Excellency's  writ  having  been  read, 
and  the  deputy  secretary  duly  sworn,  the  poll  was  declared  open,  and  the  following  gentle- 
men being  proposed  as  candidates,  Messrs  Savage,  Martin,  John  Shiell,  and  T.  Shirley  ^ 
Warner,  of  Antigua,  and  Dr.  Richard  H.  Dyett  and  Mr.  P.  M.Trott,  were  duly  and  unani- 
mously returned  to  serve  as  representatives  for  this  island,  in  the  General  Assembly  con- 
vened on  the  15th  of  February  m  the  Island  of  Antigua. 

The  writ  and  return  of  electors  accompany  this  despatch.  ^ 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        Henry  Hamilton^ 
President. 

P.  S. — I  took  the  liberty  of  expressing  your  Excellency's  thanks,  with  my  own,  to  the 
President,  Speaker,  and  gentlemen  of  both  Houses,  for  their  prompt  attention  to  your  wishes. 
His  Excellency  Sir  W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke,  Governor.  (signed)        H.  H. 
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LEEWARD 

ISLANDS.  Enclosure  2,  in  No.  21. 

'  •  Government  House,  St.  Christopher, 

Sir,  4  January  1838. 

End.  2,  in  No.  21.  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I  this  day  met  the  Council  and  Assembly  of 
this  Island,  and  recommended  the  issuing  of  a  precept  in  obedience  to  the  writ  for  the  meet- 
ing of  the  General  Assembly ;  and  I  regret  to  say  the  House  of  Assembly  did  not  concur 
in  issuing  that  document. 

I  have,  &c. 

His  Excellency  the  Gk)vernor  of  the  (signed)         H.  Macleody 

Leeward  Islands,  &c.  &c.  &c.  Lieut.-govemor. 


Government  House,  Antigua, 
Sir,  6  January  1838. 

I  HATE  received  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  and  as  it  is  of  consequence  that  I  should 
receive  a  transcript  of  the  resolutions  and  addresses  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  on  the 
subject  of  my  communications  of  the  30  th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  General  Assembly  about  to 
be  convened,  I  request  that  you  vnll  do  me  the  honour  to  forward  them  to  me  either  by  the 
return  mail-boat,  or  by  the  earliest  opportunity  that  may  offer. 

I  have,  &c. 
His  Excellency  Sir  H.  Macleod,  k.  h.,  (signed)        fV.  M.  G.  Colebrooke. 

Lieut.-govemor. 

Government  Houss,  St.  Christopher, 
Sir,  2  Februarjr  1838. 

I  HAVE,  in  obedience  to  the  instructions  contained  in  your  confidential  circular  of  the 
20th  January,  caused  the  secretary  to  take  the  votes  of  the  freeholders  in  my  presence,  and 
that  of  two  of  the  Council,  and  four  members  of  the  Assembly,  and  I  have  the  honour  to  return 
the  vmt,  with  an  accurate  list  of  the  poll ;  and  I  beg  further  to  state,  that  I  communicated 
your  Excellency's  intention  to  prorogue  the  General  Assembly  for  tiie  reasons  mentioned. 

I  have,  &c. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  (signed)         H.  Madeod, 

Leeward  Islands,  &c.  &c.  &c.  Lieut.-governor. 


Government  Hpuse,  Antigua, 
Sir,  6  February  1838. 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  returning  to  me  the  writ, 
with  a  list  of  the  poll  taken  on  the  1st  instant,  when  five  members  .were  duly  returned  to 
serve  in  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Leeward  Islands.  I  had  already  received  your  pi-e- 
vious  communication  of  the  resolutions  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  at  St.  Christopher, 
together  with  your  answer  to  the  Assembly,  and  the  proclamation  which  you  had  issued  on 
the  21st  instant. 

In  expressing  to  you  my  acknowledgments  for  the  able  support  you  have  given  to  the 
Queen's  writs,  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  convey  to  you  my  entire  approval  of  your  answer  to 
the  Assembly. 

I  have,  &c. 

To  his  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Macleod,  k.  h.,  (signed)         W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke. 

Lieut.-governor  of  St.  Christopher's. 


Enclosure  3,  in  No.  21. 

Government  House,  Antigua, 
Sir,  6  January  1838. 

End.  3,  in  No.  ai.  Not  having  received  your  acknowledgment  by  the  steamer  *'  Echo,"  which  has  just 
arrived,  of  my  circular  letter  and  its  enclosures,  addressed  to  you  by  the  piacket  "  Lapwing," 
on  the  30th  December ;  I  reauest,  from  the  importance  of  the  subject,  that  you  will  inform 
me  by  the  mail-boat,  or  by  the  earliest  occasion  that  may  offer,  what  steps  you  may  have 
taken  in  pursuance  of  my  mstructions. 

I  have,  &c. 

His  Honor  the  President,  (signed)         W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke. 

&c.  &c.  &c.,  Nevis. 


Sir,  Government  House,  Nevis,  1  February  1838. 

In  strict  pursuance  with  your  Excellency's  instructions,  I  proceeded  this  day  to  the  court- 
house, and  not  finding  the  members  of  Council  or  Assembly  there  who  had  been  summoned 
to  meet  me,  I  thought  proper  to  administer  to  the  secretary  of  the  colony  the  necessary  oath, 
and  to  open  the  poll  for  the  return  of  five  representatives  to  serve  in  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Leeward  Caribbee  Islands,  and  which  was  kept  open  from  half-past  nine  o'clock  till 
past  twelve,  at  the  same  time  declaring  if  any  freeholders  came  forward  to  elect  can- 
didates. 
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dictates^  the  poll  would  be  kept  open  for  a  longer  period  if  required ;  and  although  a  uume-  LEEWARD 
Tous  body  of  freeholders  attended,  with  much  regret  I  have  to  state  to  your  ExceUency,  that  ISLANDS, 
no  member  whatever  has  been  returned.  >  ■ 

The  writ,  with  the  poll,  has  been  forwarded  to  me  by  the  secretary,  and  which  I  have  now 
the  honour  to  enclose. 

I  have,  &c. 

His  Excellency  Sir  W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke,  (signed)        James  DanieU^  President. 

Governor  and  Commander-in-chief, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  4,  in  No.  21. 
Sir,  Tortola,  January  18, 1838. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  despatch  of  the  6th  EncL  4,  in  No.  ai. 
instant,  together  with  the  several  enclosures,  and,  m  compliance  vdth  your  Excellency, 
return  herewith  the  writ  alluded  to. 

On  the  receipt  of  the  above  despatch,  I  caused  special  summonses  to  issue  for  convening 
the  legislature  on  the  17th  instant,  setting  forth  therein  the  cause  of  their  being  summoned, 
and  urging  upon  them  the  great  importance  of  the  measure  to  be  submitted  for  their  con- 
sideration, and  which  I  confidently  expected  would  have  induced  a  meeting  of  the  House 
of  Assembly ;  but  I  am  deeply  concerned  to  say  that  I  have  been  disappointed ;  although 
every  effort  was  made  by  myself  as  well  as  by  one  or  two  of  the  members  of  the  Assembly 
to  collect  together  a  sufficient  number  to  form  a  House,  yet  only  four  could  be  mustered, 
which  number  being  insufficient  for  the  purpose,  they  all  dispersed ;  and  thus  every  hope  of 
meeting  your  Excellency's  views  respecting  the  election  of  members  for  the  Virgin 
Islands  to  serve  in  the  General  Assembly  has  been  frustrated.  I  am  inclined,  how- 
ever, from  some  circumstances  which  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  to  believe  that,  if  a 
House  had  been  formed,  they  would,  following  the  example  of  St.  Christopher,  Nevis,  &c., 
have  declined  entertaining  the  measure,  which  I  deeply  regret ;  feeling,  as  I  do,  a  thorough 
conviction  that  the  best  interests  of  these  islands  would  have  been  promoted  by  the  con- 
vention of  a  Greneral  Assembly,  at  which  wholesome  efficient  laws  might  have  passed  for  the 
good  government  of  the  Virgin  Islands,  and  to  meet  coming  events,  which  I  much  fear,  from 
the  supine  conduct  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  will  not  be  done  by  them ;  in  fact,  it  is  so 
manifest  that  there  is  a  determination  in  the  members  of  the  present  House  not  to  meet 
again  under  any  circumstances,  that  the  only  course  that  can  be  pursued  will  be  to  dissolve 
that  body  and  try  another  election.  Before,  however,  I  resort  to  this  measure,  I  shall  await 
your  Excellency's  instructions  thereon. 

I  enclose  a  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Council,  entered  into  yesterday  by  that  body,  on  the 
subject  in  question,  and 

To  his  Excellency  I  have,  &c. 

Governor  Sir  W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke,  (signed)       Wm.  Rogers  Isaacs, 

Antigua,  &c.  kc.  kc.  Preside  Admr  the  Govt  of  the  Virgm  Islands. 


Virgin  lslands,1  At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  convened  by  special  summons  from  his  Honor 
Tortola.      J      the  President  administering  the  Grovemment,  at  the  Court-^ouse,  in  the 
Road  Town,  on  Wednesday  the  17th  day  of  January  1838. 

Present, — ^The  Honourable  Mark  Dyer  French,  President. 

„  Wikon  Lawson. 

„  Alexander  Stobo. 

„  George  Hill. 

It  was  unanimously  resolved,  that  in  consequence  of  there  being  no  meeting  of  the  House 
of  Assembly  this  day,  that  this  board  do  decline  for  the  present  entering  into  the  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  connected  with  the  communication  of  his  Excellency  the  Govemor- 
fi^eneral,  which  was  this  day  laid  before  the  board  by  his  Honor  the  President  administering 
the  Government,  accompanied  by  a  new  writ  for  the  election  of  members  to  serve  in  the 
General  Council  and  General  Assembly  for  the  Leeward  Islands. 

True  extract  from  the  minutes  of  Council. 

( signed)        J»«  C.  Isaacs,  Clerk  of  Council. 


Sir,  .  Tortola,  24  January  1838. 

I  HAVE  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  circular  confidential  communica- 
tion of  the  20th  instant,  received  yesterday,  together  with  the  writ  therein  mentioned, 
directed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Virgin  Islands,  which  was  immediately,  in  accordance  with 
your  Excellency's  commands,  delivered  to  him ;  and  in  obedience  to  which  he  forthwith  issued 
his  precept  to  the  provost-marshal  for  summoning  the  freeholders  of  the  Virgin  Islands  to 
meet  at  the  time  and  place  therein  set  forth,  for  the  purpose  expressed,  and  which  is  beii^ 
done;  I  therefore  entertain  a  confident  hope  that  the  election  will  take  place  accordingly. 
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i-EEWARD  Having  received  an  intimation  that  if  a  meeting  of  the  Assembly  was  again  called,  a  House 

ISLANDS.        would  be  formed  for  the  despatch  of  business,  I  have  been  induced  to  direct  summonses  to 

issue  for  calling  them  together  on  Friday  next,  when,  should  a  meeting  be  eSected,  I  trust 

I  shall  have  the  united  aid  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  in  carrying  into  full  and  complete 
execution  Her  Majesty's  writ. 

I  have,  &c. 
To  his  Excellency  (siraed)         TF«  Rogers  Isaacs, 

Governor  Sir  W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke,  President  administering  the  Government 

&c.  &c.  &c.,  Antigua,  of  the  Virgm  Islands. 


Sir,  Tortola,  27  January  1838. 

With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  24th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the  election  of  mem- 
bers to  represent  the  Virgin  Islands  in  the  General  Assembly,  to  be  held  at  Antigua  on  the 
15th  of  the  ensuing  montn,  I  have  now  to  acquaint  your  Excellency,  that,  in  the  expectation 
of  the  House  of  Assembly's  meeting  pursuant  to  the  special  summons  yesterday,  I  prepared 
a  short  address  to  be  delivered  to  ooth  branches  of  the  legislature  on  the  occasion ;  but 
there  beine  again  only  four  members  of  the  Assembly  in  attendance,  a  House  could  not  be 
formed.  1  however  availed  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  deliver  it  to  the  Council,  and  have 
the  honour  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  same,  together  with  a  copy  of  a  resolution  which  was 
entered  into  by  the  board  in  reply  thereto,  by  which  your  Excellency  will  perceive  that  that 
body  had  resolved  to  afford  their  aid  in  support  of  the  measure. 

I  have  also  the  satisfaction  to  acquaint  your  Excellency,  that,  from  a  conversation  which 
I  had  with  the  four  members  of  the  House  of  Assembly  who  were  in  attendance,  I  am  in- 
clined to  think,  if  a  House  could  be  got  together,  they  would,  or  at  least  a  majority  of 
them,  be  induced  to  co-operate  therein ;  and  expressed  a  desire  that  another  trial  snould  be 
made  to  convene  a  House,  and  sugofested  that  the  dajr  fixed  for  taking  the  election  should 
be  named  for  the  meeting  of  the  House.  I  deemed  it  expedient,  under  present  circum- 
stances, to  accede  thereto,  and  directed  special  summonses  to  be  issued  accordingly. 


To  his  Excellency 
Governor  Sir  W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke, 
Sec.  &c.  &c.  Antigua. 


I  have,  &c. 
(signed  )         W  Rogers  Isaacs, 

JPresident  administering  the  Gh>vemment 
of  the  Virgin  Islands. 


Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Council, 
Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly, 

His  Excellency  the  Govemor-in-chief  of  the  Leeward  Islands  having  deemed  it  necessary 
to  convoke  a  General  Council  and  Assemblv  of  the  Caribbee  Leeward  Islands,  and  having 
issued  a  writ  directed  to  the  secretary  or  liis  deputy  for  the  Virgin  Islands,  commanding 
him  to  cause  the  fi'eeholders  of  the  said  islands  (who  are  qualified  by  law)  to  be  summoned 
io  meet  at  the  Court-house  in  the  Road  Town,  on  the  1st  of  Febraary  next,  at  nine  o'clock 
in  the  forenoon,  to  elect  five  able  and  discreet  men,  being  freeholders,  to  join  the  Govemor- 
in-chief  and  General  Council  and  Assembly  at  St.  John's,  Antigua,  on  the  16th  of  February 
next  ensuing.  His  Excellency  having  furtner  directed,  that  tne  said  election  be  taken  in 
the  presence  of  the  Council  and  Assembly,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  and  myself,  for  the 
purpose  of  admit&istering  the  necessary  oath  to  the  secretaiy  or  his  deputy,  for  taking  the 
votes  of  the  freeholders  : 

I  lay  before  your  honourable  Board  and  House  the  Proclamation  and  printed  circular, 
explanatory  of  his  Excellency's  reasons  for  calling  together  the  General  Council  and 
Assembly;  and  I  beg  earnestly  to  invite  your  united  aid  to  enable  me  to  carry  into  effectual 
execution  Her  Majesty's  writ  for  electing  members  to  represent  the  Virgin  Islands  in  the  said 
General  Council  and  Assembly. 


Tortola,  26  January  1838. 


(signed)         W^  Rogers  Isaacs, 

President  administering  the  Government 
of  the  Leeward  Islands. 


Virgin  Islands,^  At  a  meeting  of  Council,  pursuant  to  special  summons  from  his  Honor  the 
Tortola.       /     President  administering  the  Government,  at  the  Court-house  in  the  Road 
Town,  on  Friday  the  26th  of  January  1838. 

Present, — The  Honourable  Mark  Dyer  French,  President. 
„  Wilton  Lawson. 

„  Horace  William  Snow* 

„  James  Deans  Roger. 

„  Francis  Spencer  Wigley. 

„  Alexander  Stobo. 

It  was  moved  by  the  Honourable  Francis  Spencer  Wigley,  seconded,  and  'resolved,  That 
this  Board  do  concur  in  the  wish  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor-general  relative  to  con- 
vening 
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.veninff  a  General  Council  and  General  Assembly  for  the  Leeward  Islands,  as  expressed  in  LEEWARD 

the  address  of  his  Honor  the  President  administering  the  Government,  delivered  to  the  ISLANDS. 

Board  by  his  Honor  this  day,  and  that  this  Board  do  pledge  itself  to  attend  on  the  day        „._ 1 

appointed  by  his  Excellency's  writ  for  taking  the  election,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  • 
^very  aid  in  their  power  for  carrying  the  same  into  effect. 

True  extract  from  the  minutes  of  Council. 

(signed)        John  C.  Isaacs, 

Clerk  of  CounciL 


Enclosure  5,  in  No.  2L 


Sir,  Toilola,  January  1  J,  1838.       End.  5>  in  No.  ai. 

In  pursuance  of  the  commands  of  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State,  transmitted  through 
jour  Honor  by  Governor-general  W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke,  in  your  despatch  of  the  6th  instant, 
that  the  Queen's  counsel  should  ascertain  and  report  whether  there  is  any  general  or  local 
law  in  force  in  the  Virgin  Islands  which  would  prevent  the  return  of  members  to  serve  in 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  Leeward  Islands  under  the  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  dated 
the  7th  of  June  1705,  and  which  would  otherwise  preclude  the  Assembly  being  called 
together  as  in  1797  for  the  regulation  of  the  common  concerns  of  these  islands ;  I  have 
examined  the  laws  touching  this  question,  and  investigated  how  far  they  effect  the  measure 
proposed  by  the  Right  honourable  Secretary  of  State,  and  on  which  I  most  respectfully 
submit  that  there  is  not  any  general  or  local  law  in  force  in  the  Virgin  Islands  which  can 
be  freely  construed  to  prevent  the  return  of  members  to  serve  in  the  General  Assembly  under 
'^the  Act  of  1705. 

I  have^  &c 

The  Hon.  Wm.  R.  Isaacs,  Esq.,         (signed)         Charles  Lloyd,  Senr  Queen's  Counsel. 
President,  &c.  &c.  Sec. 


Enclosure  6,  in  No.  21. 

^No.  17.)  NEVIS,  the  2d  December  1701. 

An  Act  to  settle  General  Councils  and  General  Assemblies  for  the  Caribbee  Leeward  End.  6,  in  No.  21. 
Islands  in  America,  and  to  secure  to  each  particular  Island  their  own  peculiar  Laws^ 
Liberties  and  Privileges. 

Whereas  there  is  at  this  present  time  a  General  Council  and  General  Assembly  of  all 
the  Caribbee  Leeward  Islands  in  America  convened  and  met  together  at  Nevis,  to  consult, 
conclude  and  enact  such  good  and  wholesome  laws  and  ordinances  in  case  of  a  war,  or 
otherwise,  as  may  be  for  the  safety  and  preservation  of  all  his  Majesty's  said  islands  : 

And  whereas  the  interest,  in  point  of  trade,  laws,  liberties  and  privileges  of  most  of  the  said 
islands  do  differ  the  one  from  the  other,  therefore  the  better  to  defend  and  preserve  the  whole, 
and  to  secure  to  each  particular  island  their  own  regular  laws,  liberties  and  privileges,  and 
to  prevent  any  loss  or  damage  that  may  any  ways  happen  or  accrue  to  any  of  the  said 
respective  islands  by  the  members  of  any  two  or  more  islands  joining  together  to  promote 
or  hinder  what  may  be  offered  at  this  or  any  other  General  Council  and  Assembly  for  the 
future : 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  do  pray  your  most  Excellent  Majesty 
:to  enact,  and  be  it  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  and  ordained  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor 
and  Commander-in-chief  of  all  your  Majesty's  Caribbee  Leeward  Islands  in  America,  by 
and  with  the  consent  of  the  General  Council  and  General  Assembly  of  all  the  said  Caribbee 
Leeward  Islands,  now  convened  and  met  together  at  Charles  Town  on  the  Island  of  Nevis, 
4ind  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  that  whensoever  his  Excellency  the  present  Governor  and 
Commander-in-chief  and  his  successors  shall  judge  it  necessary  and  convenient  for  his 
Majesty's  service  and  the  good  and  welfare  of  the  said  Leeward  Caribbee  Islands  to  call 
together  a  General  Council  and  General  Assembly,  that  then  two  of  the  Council  of  each 
respective  island  shall  be  nominated  by  the  said  Governor  and  Commander-in-chief,  or  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  each  said  island  for  the  time  being  ;  and  all  the  freeholders  of  each 
respective  island  that  are  thereto  qualified  by  law  shall  meet  together  at  a  certain  time  and 
place,  to  be  appointed  by  the  said  Governor  and  Commander-in-chief  in  their  said  respective 
islands,  to  elect  and  make  choice  of  thi-ee  able  and  discreet  men,  being  freeholders  of  each 
and  every  the  said  respective  islands,  to  be  their  representatives,  and  to  join  vnth  the  said 
<}overnor  and  Commander-in-chief  and  Council  so  nominated  as  aforesaid,  in  a  General 
Council  and  General  Assembly,  to  make  and  enact  such  general  laws  and  ordinances  as  may 
be  proper  and  convenient  for  all  the  said  Caribbee  Leeward  Islands  :  provided  always,  and 
it  is  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  Act,  that  no  act,  law  or  ordinance  whatsoever,  de- 
signed or  intended  to  be  made  during  the  sitting  of  this  or  any  other  General  Council  and 
General  Assembly  for  the  future,  shall,  when  made  and  peifected  to  be  any  ways  binding, 
•or  have  any  of  the  least  force,  virtue  or  authority  whatsoever  in  or  over  that  particular 
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LEEWARD  island  whose  representatives  shall  wholly  dissent  from  the  making  or  passing  thereof,  their 
ISLANDS.  said  dissent  being  first  entered  on  record  in  the  minute  book  of  such  General  Assembly,  and 
■  signed  by  the  said  dissenting  representatives,  any  law,  custom,  statute  or  usage  to  the  con- 

trary in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  if  any  person  so  nominated  and 
elected  as  aforesaid,  either  to  serve  as  a  member  of  the  General  Council  or  a  representative 
of  the  General  Assembly  for  any  the  said  respective  islands,  shall  refuse  to  serve,  he  or  they 
so  refusing  shall  be  obliged,  on  the  penalty  of  five  pounds,  to  enter  such  refusal  in  the  secre- 
tary's office  of  the  said  island  where  he  or  they  do  inhabit,  within  three  days  after  such 
notice  given  him  of  the  nomination  or  election,  and  shall  for  such  his  or  their  refiisal  further 
forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  pounds  current  money,  or  the  value -thereof,  in  sugar,  to  be 

J)aid  to  the  treasurer  of  each  respective  island  for  the  time  being,  where  such  forfeiture  or 
brfeitures  is  made,  to  be  by  him  applied  towards  defraying  of  the  public  charges  of  said 
island,  which  said  forfeiture  or  forfeitures  shall  be  levied  by  the  provost  marshal  or  his 
lawful  deputy,  by  warrant  under  hand  and  seal  of  the  Governor  and  Commander-in-chief  or 
Lieutenant-governor  of  such  respective  island  for  the  time  being,  whose  members  or  repre- 
sentatives shall  so  refuse,  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  party  or 
parties  so  offending,  within  fourteen  days  after  such  renisal,  rendering  the  overplus  (if  anv) 
to  the  owner :  provided  always,  that  no  member  of  Council  or  representative  of  Assembly 
nominated  and  elected  in  any  island  for  the  service  aforesaid  shall  be  any  ways  troubled, 
molested  or  arrested,  either  for  debt  or  other  ways  (murder,  treason,  felony  or  other  misde- 
meanor against  the  cro\^  only  excepted)  by  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever  within  his 
Excellency's  government,  wherever  the  Greneral  Council  and  General  Assembly  may  be 
called  and  appointed  to  meet  during  this  or  any  other  General  Council  and  General 
Assembly  that  shall  be  held  for  the  future,  but  shall  have  free  liberty  to  come  on  or  go  oft 
any  the  said  islands  where  such  General  Council  and  Assembly  shall  be  held  by  the  space 
of  ten  days  before  and  after  such  convening  and  meeting. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  every  and  each  person  so 
nominated  and  elected  as  councillors  or  representatives  to  serve  in  this  or  any  other  General 
Council  and  General  Assembly  for  the  future  shall  be  allowed  by  each  respective  island 
they  serve  for,  during  the  continuance  of  each  such  sessions,  the  sum  of  twenty  shillings  per 
diem ;  and  whereas  members  and  representatives  go  off  one  island  to  another,  they  shall  be 
transported  to  and  from  each  respective  island  at  the  public  charge  of  that  island  where 
they  do  inhabit,  and  shall  be  allowed  by  each  said  island  ten  days  at  the  same  allowance 
more  than  the  members  and  representatives  where  such  General  Council  and  General 
Assembly  is  held,  in  consideration  of  the  time  they  lose  by  reason  of  such  transportation. 

And  be  it  further  -enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  this  Act  and  every  clause  therein 

contained  shall  be  in  full  power,  virtue  and  authority,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  according 

to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  thereof,  from  the  2d  day  of  December  and  13th  year  of 

his  Majesty's  reign,  anno  dom.  1701,  any  law,  statute,  custom  or  usage  to  the  contrary 

inany  wise  notwithstanding. 

Dated  2d  day  of  December  1701. 

An  exact  copy  of  the  original  manuscript  on  record  in  my  office, 

Thimas  Lane^  Secretary. 


Enclosure  7,  in  No.  21. 


End.  7,  in  No.  21.  At  a  meeting  of  his  Ex^y  Christoph^  Codrington,  Esq^,  Cap^Generall  and  Govem^- 

in-cheife  in  and  over  their  Maj^yes  Carribe  Leward  Islands  in  America,  and  the 
Geni  Councill  and  Generall  Assembly  of  the  s^  islands,  in  the  Island  of  Neviis,  on 
the  12  day  of  August,  in  the  fourth  year  of  their  Maj^y^s  reigne. 

An   Act  for  the  settling  Generall  Councills  and  Generall  Assembly  for  the  Leward 

Islands. 

Whereas  the  public  welfare  of  their  Maj^yes  Leward  Islands  require  y*  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  discreet  and  able  p[ei']sons  from  each  shou[ld]  from  time  to  time  meet  and  assemble 
together  to  consult  the  good  th[ereof|  w*^  the  GovemMn-cheife  as  a  General  Councill  and 
Assembly,  and  mo[re]  especially  in  this  pfrejsent  warr,  we  therefore  pray  their  Majty^s  it  may 
[be]  enacted  and  ordained,  and  it  is  hereby  ordered,  enacted  and  ordained  by  [the]  Gov-in- 
cheife,  the  Generall  Councell  and  Gen^  Assembly  of  these  the[ir]  Majtyes  l,eward  Islands, 
that  whensoever  the  Govenior-in-cheife  for  [the  time]  being  shall  judge  requisite 
and  ne[ce]ssary  to  call  together  a  Generall  [Council]  and  Generall  Assembly,  that  then 
two  out  of  every  respective  island  of  each  Councell  yearly  shall  be  chosen  and  elected  by  the 
8<*  Councells ;  and  that  all  the  freeholders  of  each  respective  island  shall  meet  together 
yearly  to  elect  and  make  choice  of  three  able  and  discreet  men,  being  freeholders,  to  be  their 
representatives,  and  to  joyne  w*^  the  Governr-in-cheife  and  CJouncell  in  a  Generall 
Councell  and  Generall  Assembly,  and  that  the  same  number  of  representatives,  both  of 
Councell  and  freeholders,  be  chosen  and  elected  from  the  Island  of  ot.  Christopher's  when 
settled,  and  [constituting]  a  Civill  Govemm^.     And  be  it  further  enacted,  and  it  is  hereby 
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enacted, by  the  authority  affors^,  that  if  the  p[er]son  so  elected  and  chosen  as  affors^  refuse  to       LEEWARD 
serve,  he  or  they  soe  refusing  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sumine  of  fifty  pounds  curr^  money,        ISLANDS. 

or  the  valine  thereof  in  sug',  to  the  publicque  stock  of  the  island,  for  repairing  of  the  forti-       

^ications  thereof. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  affors^*,  that  the 
majr  votes  of  such  Generall  Councells  and  Generall  Assembly?,  together  w^  the  consent 
of  the  Govern'-in-cheife,  shall  make  laws  binding  to  all  the  islands :  alwayes  provided,  and 
it  is  the  true  and  reall  intent  and  meaning  of  this  Act,  that  if  the  maj^  p^  of  the  psons  so 
chosen  and  ellected  of  any  of  the  islands  doe  dissent  from  any  act  or  Iav\r  proposed,  that 
then  such  act  and  law  shall  onely  bynd  the  other  islands,  and  not  that  island  whose  repre- 
sentatives shall  so  dissent ;  and  every  pson  so  elected  as  representatives  to  serve  in  the 
Generall  Councell  and  Generall  Assembly,  their  charges  and  expences  shall  be  borne  by 
the  respective  islands,  allowing  twelve  shillings  p  diem  to  each  pson,  and  also  to  be  trans- 

Sorted  at  the  publicque  charge  of  each  island  when  there  is  no  ship  or  vessells  in  their 
lajestyes  imediate  service  in  the  islands  of  this  Govemm^.  And  be  it  further  enacted, 
and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  afores^,  that  this  Act  shall  be  in  force  during 
the  present  warr,  and  one  year  after  the  conclution  of  a  peace,  on  purpose  to  ^ttle  the 
public  accompts  of  all  the  islands,  and  no  longer. 

Christopher  Codrington. 
Anth**  Hodges,  Speaker. 

An  exact  copy  of  the  original  manuscript  on  record,  the  blanks  being  the  parts 
obliteratea  and  torn  off. 

Thos.  Lane,  Secy. 
Act  of  1692. 


Enclosure  7,  in  No.  21. 

(Extract.)  ANTIGUA. 

At  a  Court  of  Chancery,  held  at  the  Court-house,  on  Wednesday  the  15th  day  of  June  End.  7,  in  No.  «i- 
1831. 

The  Attorney-general,  in  conformity  to  notice  given  at  the  last  sitting  of  the  Court,  moved 
that  the  following  be  made  a  rule  and  order  of  this  Court :  viz. — 

Ordered, — That  all  property  decreed  to  be  sold  by  the  master  shall  be  appraised  on  oath 
by  three  or  more  competent  appraisers,  and  the  appraisement  be  lodged  in  the  master's 
office  30  days  previous  to  the  day  of  sale  ;  and  that  no  property  shall  be  put  up  for  sale 
at  the  biddings  before  the  master  at  less  than  two- thirds  of  the  appraised  value  thereof,  but 
that  the  parties  are  at  liberty,  even  in  case  two-thirds  of  the  appraised  value  be  bidden,  to 
retain  their  right  of  application  to  the  Court  for  redress  of  any  alleged  grievance. 

Which,  after  hearing  Mr.  Attorney-general  and  Mr.  Mardenboro'  in  support  of  the  rule, 
and  Mr.  William  Musgrave  in  opposition  thereto,  the  Court  was  pleased  to  confirm,  and 
ordered  it  to  be  recorded. 

True  extract  of  the  record. 

Thoa.  Lane,  Reg'  in  Chance. 


—No.  22.— 

(No.  21.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  W.  M.  G. 

Colebrooke^  k.c.h. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  7  April  1838. 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  despatch  (No.  15)  of  the  8th  of        No.  22, 
February,  enclosing  further  documents  respecting  the  convention  of  the  General 
Assembly,  and  reporting  the  result  of  the  elections  in  Antigua,   Montserrat, 
SL  Christopher's  and  Nevis. 

The  subject  to  which  your  despatch  relates  having  been  disposed  of  by  my 
despatch  of  the  28th  of  February  last,  it  is  only  necessary  for  me  to  refer  to  that 
communication  in  answer  to  your  present  despatch.  I  feel  it  due  to  you  at  the 
same  time  to  add,  that  I  fully  concur  with  you  in  the  opinion  of  the  advantages 
which  might  probably  have  arisen  from  the  meeting  of  the  convention,  and  I 
shall  be  gratified  to  find  that  on  a  future  occasion  the  difficulties  which  have 
now  arisen  can  be  overcome. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         Glenelg. 
595-  1 4 
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LEEWARD  _  No  23  — 

ISLANDS.  ,^-        ^^       '  rso.^6. 

(No.  16.) 

.-  Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke  to 

N^-  23-  Lord  Gknelg. 

Government  House,  Antigua, 
My  tord,  9  February  1838. 

The  Council  and  Assembly  having  passed  resolutions  at  their  meeting  on  the 
26th  ultimo,  to  address  Her  Majesty  on  the  subject  of  the  General  Assembly 
and  having  authorised  the  President  and  Speaker  to  prepare  such  an  address 
which  was  approved  at  their  meeting  yesterday,  I  now  enclose  to  your  Lordship 
a  copy,  which  has  just  been  furnished  to  me,  the  original  having  been  forwarded 
direct  to  the  agent  of  the  island  to  present  to  Her  Majesty. 

Having  been  obliged  to  detain  the  Goldfinch  packet,  that  I  might  be  enabled 
to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  this  document,  I  have  only  time  to  allude^ 
briefly  to  the  observations  contained  in  it. 

In  allusion  to  the  opinions  of  the  law  ofl&cers  that  there  is  no  general  or  local 
law  which  forbids  the  revival  of  the  system  of  1706  and  1797,  the  memorialists 
observe,  that  "  the  negative  is  safely  conceded  by  them ;"  although  in  another 
place  they  allude  to  the  "  exploded  laws*'  of  the  General  Assembly,  which  they 
thus  previously  admit  to  be  in  force.  But  the  main  argument  of  the  memo- 
rialists is  drawn  from  the  changes,  which  at  successive  periods  have  been  made 
in  the  government,  and  the  omission  of  certain  unimportant  words  in  the  com- 
mission granted  to  Sir  E.  M.  MacGregor  and  to  myself.  The  memorialists  have 
overlooked  that  Tortola  was  incorporated  with  the  Leeward  Islands  at  a  compa- 
ratively recent  period,  without  impairing  the  efficacy  of  the  general  laws  in 
1798. 

I  have  only  to  add,  that  it  has  appeared  to  the  Solicitor-general  that  the  autho- 
rity of  my  commission  is  fully  sufficient  to  enable  me  to  exercise  the  Royal 
prerogative  of  convening  the  General  Assembly  under  the  Act  of  1705,  as  in 
1798,  and  Lord  Goderich  having  expressly  announced,  in  1833,  that  the  inten- 
tion of  His  Majesty's  Government  was  to  re-establish  the  general  government, 
I  conclude  that  his  Lordship  considered  this  object  to  have  been  mlly  effected 
by  such  commission. 

The  explanations  I  have  made  to  the  local  legislatures  as  to  the  nature  and 
objects  of  the  proposed  convention  were  communicated  with  my  Despatch  of  the 
20th  January  (General,  No.  10),  and  I  am  not  conscious  that  they  could  have  been 
more  explicit,  considering  that  the  details  of  any  measures  to  be  proposed  would 
necessarily  be  communicated  to  the  General  Assembly.  I  may,  however,  observe, 
that  my  speeches  to  the  Council  and  Assembly  at  the  opening  of  the  session  in 
September  last,  did  really  advert  to  questions  of  general  legislation,  and  I  have 
since  taken  every  occasion  to  impress  on  them  collectively  and  individually  the 
importance  of  the  measures  I  am  prepared  to  recommend  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly, and  amongst  them  I  do  confidently  hope  that  provision  will  be  made  for  an 
improved  administration  of  justice  in  all  these  islands. 

In  regard'  to  the  concurrent  authority  which  the  ancient  laws  recognise  in  the 
local  assemblies,  it  is  only  necessary  to  remark,  that  I  have  considered  it  the 
most  constitutional  course  to  bring  the  laws  into  operation,  and  to  leave  to 
the  General  Legislature  the  alterations  which  may  be  required  to  adapt  them  to 
the  present  circumstances  of  these  islands,  and  as  the  operation  of  any  Acts 
which  might  provisionally  be  passed  would  be  suspended  until  approved  by  Her 
Majesty  in  Council,  the  opportunity  would  be  afforded  to  the  local  councils  and 
assemblies  to  urge  any  objections  they  might  entertain  to  such  enactments. 

In  regard  to  the  mode  of  electing  representatives  for  the  General  Assembly, 
as  recognized  by  the  laws,  I  can  only  observe,  that  it  appears  to  me  to  be  the 
only  one  adapted  to  these  small  communities,  where  the  interests  of  all  classes 
are  so  essentially  blended,  and  the  number  of  electors  is  too  small  to  admit  of 
their  subdivision. 

The  memorialists  having  adverted  to  my  limited  experience  within  these 
islands,  I  will  venture  to  appeal  to  the  correspondence  which  has  passed  since  my 
arrival,  in  support  of  my  claim  to  exercise  a  judgment  on  this  important  question. 

It  has  been  unfortunate  that  the  separate  administration  of  these  islands  for 
so  long  a  period,  should  have  withdrawn  their  inhabitants  from  the  consideration 
of  questions  on  which  they  have  a  common  interest,  and  which  has  led  them  to 
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overlook  the  incongruous  systems  of  legislation  which  have  grown  up;  but  where       LEEWARD 
good  measures  have  been  anywhere  adopted,  it  is  one  of  the  advantages  attending        ISLANDS, 
the  revival  of  the  general  legislature,  that  they  can  be  extended  throughout  the       — "~"""* 
islands.     It  has  always  been  my  intention  to  visit  the  the  several  islands,  and  to 
ascertain  the  wishes  of  the  inhabitants  previous  to  meeting  the  General  Council 
and  Assembly. 

Having  held  a  long  conference  yesterday  with  the  Privy  Council,  I  am  led  to 
Jiope  tliat  the  good  sense  and  public  spirit  of  some  leading  members  will  still 
incline  them  to  enter  into  my  views  of  the  changes  which  the  interest  of  all 
classes  require  to  be  effected,  and  which  the  aid  of  a  General  Legislature  will 
be  necessary  to  perfect. 

I  cannot  but  regret  that  the  memorial,  otherwise  unexceptionable  and  courteous 
in  its  spirit,  should  contain  any  reflection  on  the  motives  of  the  electors  in 
returning  the  members  to  the  General  Assembly,  and  which  I  apprehend  may 
induce  some  feeling  of  disappointment.  In  the  present  state  of  the  colonies  it  is 
most  important  to  cherish  a  spirit  of  confidence  and  cordiality  between  all  classes 
of  the  people.  My  constant  efforts  have  been  directed  to  this  object,  as  your 
Lordship  will  perceive  from  my  replies  to  the  addresses  of  the  people,  and  I  have 
only  to  hope  that  the  constituency  will  continue  to  act  as  they  have  hitherto 
done  from  principle,  and  with  a  due  regard  to  the  general  interests. 

I  transmit  a  communication  which  I  have  received  in  regard  to  the  intended 
expression  of  their  sentiments. 

I  should  be  unjust  to  the  Coimcil  and  Assembly  were  I  to  omit  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  conciliatory  manner  in  which  these  discussions  have  been 
conducted  between  the  Houses  and  myself. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         TV.  M.  G.  Colebrooke. 


Enclosure  1,  in  No.  23. 


Antigua. 
To  The  Queen's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 

The  humble  Memorial  of  the  Board  of  Council  and  House  of  Assembly  of  said  Island 

Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

Your  Majesty's  dutiful  subjects^  the  Board  of  Council  and  House  of  Assembly  of  the  Eocl.  i,inNo.  23. 
Island  of  Antigua,  recently  received,  with  emotions  of  the  liveliest  gratitude  and  devoted 
loyalty,  your  gracious  answer  to  their  dutiful  Address  on  Your  Majesty's  accession  to  the 
Throne  of  your  ancestors,  conveyed  through  Your  Majesty's  principal  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies,  in  which  Your  Majesty  was  pleased  to  bestow  the  inestimable  meed  of 
your  Royal  approbation  on  their  humble  services,  and  the  public  conduct  of  a  colony, 
*^  forming  a  valuable  part  of  the  British  empire,  and  so  highly  distinguished  by  the  wise 
and  enlightened  measures  adopted  in  it  for  the  improvement  of  the  condition  of  the  labourers 
in  husbandry  and  in  all  the  otner  branches  of  local  industry."  The  generous  heart  of  your 
Majesty  will  readily  believe  that  it  must  be  with  the  most  poignant  feelings  of  pain  and 
regret  that  under  such  circumstances  your  memorialists  should  so  soon  be  constrained  to 
approach  Your  Majesty  in  anything  like  the  language  of  complaint  and  disquietude. 

A  painful  source  of  excitement  and  extreme  concern  has,  however,  arisen  in  the  minds  of 
Your  Majesty's  faithful  subjects,  and  a  very  unexpected,  and  as  we  humbly  conceive,  a 
very  unnecessary  cause  of  collision  between  the  houses  of  legislature  and  our  estimable 
Governor,  in  consequence  of  bis  excellency,  who  had  not  yet  even  visited  the  other  portions 
of  his  government,  and  without  any  previous  reference  to  the  houses  of  legislature  of  this 
island  where  he  was  resident,  having  on  the  23d  day  of  December  last,  issued  a  pro- 
clamation to  convene  in  this  island,  on  the  15th  day  of  the  present  month  of  February,  a 
General  Council  and  Assembly  of  the  Old  Leeward  Charibbee  Islands,  under  the  alleged 
authority  of  two  ancient  laws  of  the  years  1694  and  1705,  the  latest  having  been  passed 
13?  years  ago,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  and  both  applying  to  a  system  of  insular  govern- 
ment at  that  time  existing,  called  the  government  of  the  Leeward  Charibbee  Islands  in 
America.  I 

In  further  elucidation  of  the  subject  matter  of  their  present  remonstrance.  Your  Majesty's 
memorialists  pray  leave  most  humbly  to  submit  that  it  appears  from  authentic  sources  of 
information,  his  Majesty  King  William  the  Third,  in  a  commission  issued  in  the  first  year  of 
his  reisn,  to  wit,  on  the  20th  day  of  October  1689,  authorised  the  Governors,  Councils,  and 
Assemblies  of  the  islands  respectively  forming  such  Leeward  Charibbee  Island  government, 
jointly  and  severally  *'  to  make  laws  for  the  pubhc  peace,  welfare  and  good  government  of 
the  said  islands,"  they  having  previously  been  accustomed  to  legislate  mdividually  in  their 
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LEEWARD       separate  communities.     Your  Majesty's  memoinalists  further  submit  that  the  system  of  a 

ISLANDS.        jomt  legislation,  so  authorised  by  the  commission  of  King  William  3,  fell  entirely  into  dia- 

T  use  under  the  old  form  of  government  for  the  long  period  of  93  years,  that  is  to  say,  from 

the  4th  year  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne  to  the  38th  year  of  the  reign  of  his   IMajesty 

King  George  the  Third ;  the  separate  legislation  of  each  individual  colony  being  alone 

resorted  to  for  the  enactment  of  laws  and  ordinances  for  their  well-being. 

That  in  the  year  1798,  however,  being  the  38th  of  King  George  the  Third,  in  consequence 
of  certain  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Commons,  communicated  through  his  Grace  the  Duke 
of  Portland,  then  Secretary  of  State,  an  occasion  arose  whereupon,  at  the  request,  and  with 
the  general  and  hearty  co-operation  of  the  then  existing  local  legislatures,  a  measure  of  joint 
legislation  was  resorted  to,  for  a  single  specified  object,  namely,  an  amehoration  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  slaves. 

That,  subsequently  to  the  year  1798,  no  other  occasion  arose  for  the  exercise  of  a  joint 
legislation  on  the  part  of  the*^  different  integrant  communities,  of  which  the  former  Leeward 
Charibbee  Island  government  was  composed,  up  to  the  period  of  the  year  1816,  being  the 
66th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  said  Majesty  George  the  Third.  When  his  Royal  Highness 
the  Prince  Regent,  acting  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Royal  Father,  and  in  the 
undoubted  exercise  of  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  annulled  and  entirely  abro^ted,  the 
previously  existing  government  of  the  "  Islands  of  Nevis,  Saint  Christopher,  Montserrat, 
Antigua,  Barbuda,  Anguilla,  and  his  Majesty's  other  islands,  colonies  and  plantations  in 
America,  called  or  known  by  the  name  of  his  Majesty's  Leeward  Charibbee  Island,"  at  the 
same  time  cancelling  the  great  seal  thereof,  and  in  Ueu,  erected  and  established  another 
form  and  style  of  government,  appointing  his  Excellency  Major-general  Ramsay  to  be 
Captain-General  and  Commander-in-chief  in  and  over  his  Majesty's  Islands  of  Antigua^ 
Montserrat,  and  Barbuda,  reserving  to  those  islands  their  accustomed  right  of  separate 
legislation,  but  necessarily  destroying  any  system  of  a  joint  legislation  with  the  other  com- 
ponent parts  of  the  previous  Leeward  Charibbee  Island  government ;  they,  at  the  same  time, 
being  also  placed  under  a  distinct  government  of  their  own.  That  this  state  of  things  con- 
tinued durmg  the  succeeding  administrations  of  Sir  Benjamin  D'Urban  and  Sir  Patrick 
Ross,  extending  over  a  period  of  17  years,  and  that  the  extinction  of  this  old  Leeward  Cha- 
ribbee Island  government  has  been  distinctly  admitted  by  the  local  Act  of  Antigua,  No.  674, 
in  the  57tli  year  of  the  reign  of  his  Majesty  George  the  Third,  duly  confirmed  by  the 
Crown. 

The  mesiorialists  of  Your  Majesty  further  humbly  submit,  that  in  the  year  1833  it 
pleased  his  late  Excellent  Majesty  King  William  the  4th,  also,  in  the  just  and  legitimate 
exercise  of  his  Royal  prerogative,  to  found,  erect,  and  establish  two  new  several  forms  of 
West  Indian  government  by  one  commission  granted  to  Sir  Evan  Murray  M'Gregor, 
baronet,  whereby  were  added  to  then  recently  existing  government  of  Antigua,  8cc.,  Saint 
Christopher,  Nevis,  Anguilla,  the  Virgin  Islands,  and  Dominica,  and  in  another  correspond- 
ing commission,  granted  at  the  same  time  to  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  adding  to  the  previously 
existing  Government  of  Barbados,  Saint  Vincent,  Grenada  and  Tobago ;  to  neither  of  which 
governments  has  been  conceded  an  authority  for  inter-insular  joint  legislation,  as  was  ac- 
corded anciently  to  the  Leeward  Charibbee  Islands  in  the  time  of  King  William  the  Third, 
the  former  accustomed  words  "jointly  and  severally,"  being  advisedly  dropped,  as  well  ia 
the  commission  to  Sir  Evan  Murray  McGregor,  as  of  our  present  Grovernor,  Sir  William 
Colebrooke. 

Your  Majesty's  memorialists  most  respectfully  submit,  that  these  are  not  their  construc- 
tions merely,  but  those  of  such  impartial  authors  to  whose  works  they  have  had  access,  and 
more  particularly  of  one  of  the  latest  professional  writers  on  Colonial  law,  who  observes, 
adverting  to  the  commission  issued  to  Sir  E.  M.  McGregor  in  1833,  constituting  a  new  form 
and  style  of  government,  that  "  Each  of  the  constituent  islands  will  have  a  lieutenant- 
governor,  and  will  retain  its  House  of  Assembly,  nor  will  there  be  any  General  Assembly 
for  all  of  them,  as  was  once  the  case  with  the  Leeward  Island  Government.  So  also,  the 
Leeward  Island  Government  no  longer  exists,  the  islands  of  which  it  was  composed  bein^ 
differently  combined.  In  July  1816,  Major-general  Ramsay  was  sent  out  to  Antigua  with 
a  commission  as  Captain-general  and  Govemor-in-chief  over  the  islands  of  Antigua,  Mont- 
serrat,  and  Barbuda,  and  on  the  19th  December  1832,  by  a  commission  issued  to  Sir  Evan 
John  Murray  McGregor,  St.  Christopher,  Nevis,  Dominica,  and  the  Virgin  Islands  were 
added  to  this  Government,  each  of  the  islands  enjoying  of  course  (as  before)  a  Legislative 
Council  and  Assembly  of  its  own.  No  General  Council  or  Assembly  is  established  over  the 
islands  of  which  this  new  government  is  composed/'  And  again,  treating  of  Nevis,  ^'  The 
Leeward  Island  Government  no  longer  exists,  its  component  parts  having  been  for  some 
time  past  separated.  The  commission  under  which,  till  1833,  Nevis  was  governed,  com- 
prised also  St.  Christopher,  Anguilla,  and  the  Virgin  Islands,  but  did  not  embrace  Antigua 
and  Montserrat ;  they  are  now  all  consolidated  into  one  government,  and  this  newly  consti- 
tuted general  government  has  not  a  General  Council  and  Assembly,  but  each  island  enjoys  as 
before  a  Council  and  Assembly  of  its  own." — Clarke's  Colonial  Law, 

Your  Majesty's  memorialists  most  humbly  further  represent,  that  the  Lord  Viscount 
Goderich,  then  Principal  Secretary  of  State,  in  his  despatch  of  the  11th  February  1833, 
transmitting  the  new  commission  to  Sir  Evan  Murray  McGregor,  after  adverting  to  the  fiact 
of  the  old  Leeward  Island  Government  having  been  extinguished  and  dissolved  into  sepa- 
rate governments  in  1816,  gives  no  countenance  whatever  to  the  inconsistent  pretension  that 
there  existed  any  possibility  for  the  future  of  a  power  or  right  of  any  joint  legislation,  either 
in  the  aggregate  or  any  fractional  portion  of  these  islands,  as  existed  in  the  ancient,  but 
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lu;,  then  exploded  inter^insular  political  compact,  but  alludes  to  the  advantages  which  he  con-        LEEWARD 

^  J,'  ceived  might  result  from  an  entire  absorption  of  the  local  legislatures  into  a  general  union        ISLANDS. 

.^[  for  legislative  purposes,  and  adds  that,  "  Though  fully  sensible  of  the  great  advantages  ,.inri     -.rt 

^^^ '  they  appear  to  promise,  His  Majesty  has  no  authority  to  introduce  them  by  the  unaided 
exercise  of  his  own  prerogative  ;"  and  the  Lord  Gleneig,  in  subsequently  adverting  thereto, 

'  judiciously  observes,  that  **The  view  of  Lord  Ripon  would  not  be  effected  by  acting  on  the 

>  statute  of  1706,  first  because  that  Act  contemplates  the  continuance  of  the  separate  a?5  well 
'  as  of  the  collective  Assemblies,  and  secondly,  because  it  does  not  extend  to  Dominica." 

Your  Majesty's  memorialists,  the  Board  of  Council  and  House  of  Assembly  of  Antigua, 
^  further  respectfully  represent  that  by  these  strange  proceedings  above  alluded  to,  they  have 

'  been  placed  in  the  most  distressing  predicament  of  either  compromising  their  conscientious 

feelings  in  a  loyal  and  obedient  submission  to  the  solemn  and  formal  acts  of  your  Majesty's 
illustrious  predecessors  on  the  throne,  or  of  implicitly  yielding  a  concurrence  m  certain  man* 
'  datory  writs  issued  in  your  Majesty's  name,  founded  neither  on  the  actual  condition  of 

these  colonies,  nor  on  any  general  constitutional  basis,  as  regards  the  branches  of  an  inde* 
i  pendent  legislature,  and  which  certaily  derive  no  sanction  even  from  the  inapplicable  laws 

of  1694  and  1706,  which  have  been  invoked  into  these  anomalous  proceedings,  and  which 
u  proceedings  moreover  are  entirely  opposed  to  every  incidental  detail  of  the  memorable  pre- 

cedent of  1798.    And  all  this,  may  it  please  your  Majesty,  that  your  memorialists  may  be 
compelled,  againtt  their  honest  convictions,  to  participate  in  an  untoward  course  of  legislation^ 
i-  whereby  laws  and  ordinances  may  be  enacted,  whicn  they  firmly  believe  could  not  be  bind-^ 

V  ing  on  any  one,  and  which  could  only  of  necessity  give  rise  to  doubts,  objections,  contro* 

o  versy,  and  litigation,  to  the  creation  of  endless  vexation  to  your  Majesty's  liege  subjects 

^;  throughout  the  colonies,  of  which  the  present  Government  is  constituted. 

.^,  The  memoriaUsts  of  your  Majesty  humbly  submit  that  the  predicates  required  in  the 

7.  recent  correspondence  of  your  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  otate  with  his  Excellency 

the  Governor,  seem  to  be  substantially  wanting ;  inasmuch  as  the  preparatory  reference  to 
*  the  law  oflScers  of  the  Crown  embraces  merely  the  question  whether  there  is  any  general  or 

r,  local  law  which  forbids  the  revival  of  the  system  of  1705  and  1797.    The  negative  is  safely 

conceded   by  your  Majesty's  memorials.    The   insurmountable  obstruction  having  been 
";  created,  as  we  apprehend,  by  antecedent  Acts  of  the  imjperial  Crown,  and  which  obliterated 

r  more  than  21  years  ago,  as  it  had  the  unquestionable  right  to  do,  the  old  Leeward  Charibbee 

Islands,  from  the  list  of  its  Colonial  government,  and  consequently  with  all  its  customs  and 
particularities  incident  and  emergent.    The  second  postulate  of  the  Secretary  of  State  is, 
1^  that  "  There  are  questions  of  common  concern  to  the  whole  of  the  islands  of  sufficient 

^  variety  and  importance  to  justify  the  expenditure  and  trouble  of  which  the  measure  of  bring- 

^^'^  ing  together  their  representatives  must  be  productive."    What  the  questions  of  common 

'  concern  may  be,  have  not  been  distinctly  propounded  to  us,  nor  does  it  seem  that  his 

^^*  Excellency  has  yet  settled  in  his  own  mind  what  may  be  their  ulterior  limit  or  extent ;  such 

•^  as  have  been  glanced  at,  have  failed  to  convince  the  local  legislatures  of  their  urgency  and 

•■  importance,  and  to  them  if  former  precedents  (especially  that  of  1798,  conducted  as  it  was 

with  scrupulous  reference  to  the  conjoint  provisions  of  the  old  Acts  of  1694  and  1706,  and 
^^  the  details  of  which  we  solicit  leave  to  annex  hereunto,)  are  to  have  their  due  consideration 

and  weight,  would  seem  to  be  left  a  judgment  co-ordinate  with  that  of  his  Excellency,  and 
-  not  unreasonably  so,  when  it  is  recollected  that  the  several  Commonwealths  are  required  to 

■f"'  provide  by  assessment  on  the  people  for  the  contingent  expenditure  of  the  convocation,  to 

whatever  extent  it  may  be  carriedf-— a  point  evidently  not  overlooked  in  the  framing  of  the 
laws  of  1694  and  1705,  and  a  principle  since  unequivocally  settled  by  the  memorable  statute 

>  oftheiethGeo.  3. 

The  minds  of  your  Majesty's  faithful  memorialists  have  been  the  more  agitated  under  the 
^  present  state  of  things,  as  an  ulterior  intention  of  introducing  permanently  this  momentous 

change  into  the  constitution  of  these  colonies  has  been  unequivocally  disclosed  on  the  part 
of  our  executive  (if  not  indeed  of  entirely  superseding  and  melting  down  the  local  Assemblies 
^  into  one  General  Assembly  for  the  islands) ;  but  Your  Majesty's  memorialists  humbly  submit 

the  manifest  inconsistency  and  extreme  injustice  of  effecting  such  objects  on  the  unsound 
assumption  of  the  continued  efficacy  of  exploded  laws,  with  a  most  inappropriate  and 
cumbrous  machinery  as  to  methods  of  convocation  and  election,  and  a  system  ot  represen* 
tation  so  exceedingly  inequitable  as  regards  extent  of  population,  number  of  freeholders, 
value  of  production  and  exports,  and  so  forth,  and  which  would  give  to  the  largest  and 
most  considerable  island  only  the  equal  number  of  five  delegates  with  the  smaller  ones,  and 
these  not  to  be  chosen  insubordinate  parishes  or  districts,  by  which  the  interest  of  all  classes 
of  society  might  be  consulted  but  by  an  aggregated  poll  of  all  the  freeholders  collectively, 
thus  throwing  the  great  agricultural  interests  of  the  country  entirely  into  the  back-ground, 
and  above  all  tending  at  the  last  to  introduce  two  conflicting  legislative  authorities  and 
provincial  inquests,  each  circumscribing  and  neutralizing  the  functions  of  the  other  and 
detracting  from  the  respectability,  dignity,  usefulness,  and  supremacy  of  both,  to  no  one 
satisfactory  or  countervailing  good  purpose,  and  this  too  at  a  time  when  the  island  consti- 
tuencies are  placed  on  the  discordant  footing  of  entire  freedom  prevailing  in  one,  and  a 
mitigated  bondage  in  the  others. 

Your  humble  memorialist  will  not  obtrude  on  your  gracious  Majesty  an  enumeration  of 
the  several  subjects  which  have  been  speculatively  suggested  as  likely  to  be  submitted  to 
the  projected  General  Council  and  Assembly,  but  content  themselves  with  observing,  that 
none  of  them  present  such  vitally  urgent  considerations,  that  your  Majesty's  lieges  should 
be  drawn  against  their  will  to  a  great  distance  from  their  domestic  forums,  and  which  are 
595.  K  2  quite 
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LEEWARD  quite  competent  to  deal  with  them,  tinder  the  invaluable  immunities  accorded  to  them  by 
ISLANDS.  Your  Majesty's  ancestors  on  the  throne.  To  one  subject  alone  do  the  Board  of  Council  and 
■I  House  of  Assembly  think  it  befitting  them  to  advert,  and  this  because  it  has  been  mentioned 

by  Your  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  viz. :  "  That  the  consoU- 
dation  of  the  courts  of  justice  is  arrested  only  by  the  refusal  of  the  legislature  of  Antigua 
to  proceed  with  that  measure,  every  other  colony  embraced  in  the  Act  of  Parliament  having 
passed  laws  for  accepting  it."  This  Your  Majesty's  memorialists  humbly  submit,  while  it 
could  scarcely  afford  an  equitable  ground  for  placing  the  other  islands  under  the  incon- 
venient and  expensive  constraint  of  being  parties  to  such  a  general  convocation  against  their 
wishes,  would  be  regarded  as  an  unconstitutional  avowal  of  an  intended  coercion,  uncongenial 
to  the  existing  rights  of  an  independent  legislature.  Your  Majesty's  memorialists  in  justi- 
fication of  themselves,  humbly  appeal  to  their  open  declaration  to  his  Excellency  their 
present  Governor,  that  they  had  hitherto  withheld  a  compliance  merely  because  his  late 
Majesty's  Government  had  not  indicated  the  methods  whereby  the  large  necessary  attend- 
ant expenditure  should  be  provided  for,  and  from  a  perfect  assurance  that  the  state  of  the 
public  finances  and  the  languishing  resources  of  Antigua  under  the  various  physical  afflic- 
tions of  the  last  three  years  would  not  enable  them  to  hold  out  the  immediate  hope  of  its 
contributing  in  any  degree  to  So  great  an  annual  outlay* 

Finally,  tne  Board  of  Council  and  House  of  Assembly  of  Antigua,  humbly  conjure  Your 
most  eracious  Majesty  to  direcfr-your  Majesty's  Ministers  to  put  at  once  an  entire  stop  to  the 
bewilciering  and  most  disheartening  state  of  thingson  which  they  have  ventured  to  address  your 
gracious  Majesty,  under  which  an  unprecedented  and  incongruous  election  has  been  held  and 
members  artfully  returned  without  the  privity  of  many  of  them,  and  amidst  their  loud  pro- 
testations that  they  cannot  and  will  not  serve  ;  a  state  of  things,  arising,  as  we  verily  believe, 
more  from  an  over-exuberant  zeal  and  insufficient  local  experience  of  our  benevolent  and 
talented  Governor,  than  from  any  real  requirements  of  the  occasion,  and  which  can  tend 
only  to  awaken  suspicion  and  alarm  in  the  minds  of  one  part  of  your  Majesty's  faithful 
subjects  in  these  colonies,  and  excite  expectations  impossible  to  be  realized  in  another ;  more 
especially  in  those  wherein  unlimited  freedom  has  not  yet  been  proclaimed,  and  must,  even 
here  in  Antigua,  throw  into  imminent  peril  the  prosperous  completion  of  that  great  social 
change  in  which  we  have  so  far,  under  God,  emmently  succeeded,  and  to  which  the  philan- 
thropic aspirations  of  the  British  nation  and  the  whole  civilized  world  have  been  hitherto 
so  sympathetically  directed. 

And  your  Majesty's  faithful  and  loyal  memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

(signed)         Samuel  Warner^ 
2  February  1838.  President  of  the  Council 

(signed)        Nicholas  Nugent, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

(A  true  copy  of  the  original  memorial.) 

Thomas  Latke,  Secretary. 


Enclosure  2,  in  No.  23. 

Sir,  Antigua,  9  February  1838. 

Encl.  a  in  No.  23.        The  address  which  we  lately  had  the  honour  of  presenting  to  your  Excellency,  containing 

'  *  ^      the  expression  of  the  sentiments  of  21 1  freeholders  and  others  {see  p.  44),  on  the  subject  of  the 

proposed  convocation  of  a  General  Assembly  of  the  Leeward  Islands,  must  have  afforded  to 

your  Excellency  a  most  incontrovertible  demonstration  of  the  existence  of  a  very  strong 

feeling  in  favour  of  the  measure,  on  the  part  of  a  numerous  and  respectable  portion  of  the 

constituency.    And  if  any  further  evidence  was  wanting  to  prove  how  little  the  opposition 

of  the  locd  Legislature  was  responded  to  by  the  bulk  of  the  people,  and  how  highly  they 

appreciate  the  mtended  convention,  we  have  only  to  appeal  to  the  result  of  the  late  election 

in  this  island,  when  136  votes  were  polled  on  benalf  of  five  gentlemen  of  the  most 

unobjectionable  character  with  all  parties;  four  of  whom  are  members  of  the  local  Assembly, 

one  of  them  the  Speaker,  three  of  them  landed  proprietors,  one  the  Solicitor-general,  one 

an  independent  merchant,  and  all  of  them  gentlemen  of  universally  acknowledged  talent 

and  integrity. 

This  result  strikingly  demonstrates,  amongst  other  things,  the  fallacy  of  the  argument  so 
loudly  urged  against  the  measure,  that  the  landed  interest  would  not  be  represented  in  a 
General  Assemoly. 

Under  these  circumstances,  which  manifest  a  strong  and  widely-diffused  desire  to  obtain 
the  General  Convocation,  and  incontrovertibly  evince  the  loyal  and  patriotic  principles  by 
which  a  numerous  body  of  the  electors  are  animated,  it  will  not  be  surprising  to  your 
Excellency  to  learn  that  great  apprehension  and  alarm  has  been  created  by  the  fact,  that 
the  Council  and  Assembly  have  prepared  a  memorial  to  Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  praying 
that  she  may  be  pleased  to  direct  your  Excellency  to  suspend  the  accomplishment  of  the 
measure.  00  deeply  have  we  been  impressed  witn  a  conviction  of  the  great  benefits  which 
would  be  conferred  on  these  colonies  by  the  enlightened  policy  that  you  are  pursuing,  we 
cannot  but  deprecate  in  the  most  unqualified  manner  this  last  attempt  of  its  opponents,  and 
we  are  not  witnout  fears  that  the  specious  reasoning,  and  the  ingenious  misinterpretation  of 

the 
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the  laws  contained  in  that  document,  may,  if  permitted  to  go  forward  unanswered  and  LEEWARD 
unrefuted,  have  such  weight  in  the  high  quarter  for  which  it  is  intended,  as  to  frustrate  the  ISLANDS, 
realization  of  our  earnest  hopes.  — — — 

We  beg  leave,  therefore,  to  intimate  to  your  Excellency  our  intention  forthwith  to  invite 
a  public  meeting  of  die  constituency  of  the  island,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  upon  the 
jpropriety  of  preparing  a  counter-memorial  to  Her  Majesty  on  the  subject,  praying  that  she 
may  be  pleased  to  instruct  your  Excellency  to  persevere  in  what  we  conceive  to  be  a  legal, 
constitutional,  and  highly  expedient  measure.  And  we  regret  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
nature  and  sentiments  of  the  memorial  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  only  having  come  to 
our  knowledge  yesterday,  the  very  day  on  which  the  mails  were  to  be  closed,  we  are 
necessarily  precluded  from  getting  ready  and  forwarding  our  memorial  by  the  present 
packet;  and  we  pray,  that  your  Excellency  will  in  the  meantime  advise  Her  Majesty's 
Government  of  our  intentions,  and  that  Her  Majesty  may  be  pleased  to  suspend  her  decision 
on  the  merits  of  the  case,  until  after  our  reply  has  been  duly  received. 

We  have,  &c. 

(signed)         James  Scotland,  junior.  John  Thibou, 

Jos.  Scotland.  Robert  T.  Pooler. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor,  Wm.  Thibou.  Robt.  Nicholk. 

&c.    &c.    &c.  Richard  Starke.  Thomas  Fergusson. 

Charles  S.  Bouisson, 


Enclosure  3,  in  No.  23. 
Answer  of  the  Governor  to  the  Antigua  Addresses,  vide  pp.  43  &  44. 

Gentlemen, 

The  addresses  which  I  have  received  from  you  contain  so  extensive  a  review  of  the  late  End.  3,  ia  No.  23. 
discussions  on  the  proposed  convention  of  the  General  Assembly,  that  I  have  felt  anxious 
at  this  juncture  that  my  reply  should  convey  to  you  my  deliberate  sentiments  on  a  subject  so 
deeply  interesting  to  all  classes  of  the  community. 

In  determining,  with  the  sanction  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  to  exercise  the  Royal 
prerogative  in  convening  the  General  Assembly,  I  have  ^been  impelled  by  a  conviction  of 
the  necessity  of  making  early  provision  for  the  attainment  of  objects  essential  to  the  security 
and  welfare  of  these  islands,  and  also  by  a  feeling  of  confidence  that  the  constituencies 
would  discharge  their  important  trust  in  a  manner  that  would  reflect  credit  on  themselves 
and  merit  the  gratitude  of  the  whole  community ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  overlooked  that  on  the 
issue  of  the  elections  in  the  different  islands  depends  the  character  of  the  General  Assembly, 
and  its  fitness  to  discharge  the  responsible  duties  which  will  devolve  upon  it  in  the 
approaching  convention* 

As  my  communications  at  different  times  to  tlie  Legislature  of  this  island  are  already 
4)efore  you,  it  is  unnecessary  that  I  should  here  repeat  my  opinion  upon  the  subjects  which 
you  have  so  fully  considered  in  your  address,  except  to  observe,  that  the  temperate  expres- 
sion of  your  sentiments  has  strengthened  the  confidence  1  have  felt,  that  you  would  act  with 
xlue  deliberation  on  this  momentous  occasion. 

Having  publicly  expressed  my  sense  of  the  great  benefits  which  have  been  conferred  on  , 

the  people  of  this  island  by  several  Acts  of  the  local  Legislature,  and  participating  as  I  do  in 
the  general  feeling  of  respect  in  which  it  is  held  botn  in  England  and  throughout  the 
western  colonies,!  am  anxious  to  declare  to  you,  that  although  the  system  of  the  local 
Legislatures  has  appeared  to  me  to  be  ill-adapted  for  carrying  out,  with  the  promptitude 
required,  those  general  measures  which  the  circumstances  of  these  islands  call  for  at  this 
time,  I  am  satisfied  from  experience  that  the  members  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  of 
tAntigua,  if  called  to  act  under  a  different  system,  and  in  more  extended  relations  to  the 
whole  community,  would  not  fail  to  establish  new  claims  to  the  regard  and  gratitude  of  the 
public. 

With  this  strong  impression  on  my  mind,  and  with  a  full  sense  of  the  consequences  that 
would  attend  a  failure  of  the  expectations  which  I  have  indulged,  I  rely  upon  your  dis- 
position to  respect  the  claims  arising  out  of  past  services  to  the  community,  and  with  a  just 
regard  to  the  agricultural  interests,  which  in  all  countries  are  cherished  and  respected,  to 
«eek  in  those  who  should  represent  this  colony  the  qualifications  which  would  give  weight 
to  them  in  the  General  Assembly,  and  sustain  the  reputation  which  the  island  has 
deservedly  acquired  for  its  liberahty,  intelligence,  and  public  spirit. 

You  will  not  fail  also  to  consider  the  changes  which  time  has  effected  in  the  general 
representation  of  the  islands,  and  bestow  your  suffrages  in  such  a  manner  as  to  prove  that^ 
in  establishing  the  principle  of  responsibility  as  the  best  guarantee  for  good  government, 
you  will  estimate  the  claims  of  public  justice,  and  the  welfare  of  the  whole  community^ 
-beyond  any  apparent  advantages  to  yourselves,  which,  in  the  end,  might  prove  fallacious. 
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Sir,  St.  Johrrs,  26  January  1838. 

In  conformity  with  a  series  of  resolutions  unanimously  agreed  to  at  a  public  meeting  of 
freeholders  and  others,  held  in  this  town  on  the  evening  of  the  24th  instant,  a  copy  of  which 
is  herewith  enclosed  for  your  Excellency's  information,  I  have  the  honour  of  being  the  orscan 
of  communication  to  your  Excellency  of  the  perfect  and  unanimous  approbation  then  and  tHere 
expressed  of  the  legality  and  expediency  of  a  general  legislature  ot  the  Leeward  Islands,  a 
measure  which  was  described  as  so  well  calculated  to  produce  the  desirable  result  of 
cementing  the  colonies  under  your  administration  in  a  stricter  unity  of  feeling  and  interest, 
to  increase  their  political  strength  and  importance,  to  diffuse  more  liberal  and  enlightened 
principles  of  legislation,  to  excite  a  more  ardent  spirit  of  general  improvement,  and  a  friendly 
and  beneficial  rivalry  in  the  melioration  of  our  various  institutions,  and  to  confer  on  this 
island,  more  particularly,  an  enhancement  of  political,  social,  and  commercial  advantages. 

I  have  also  the  honour  of  communicating  to  your  Excellency  the  great  regret  expressed 
on  the  occasion,  that  any  endeavours  should  be  made  to  induce  the  postponement  of  the 
measure ;  but  at  the  same  time  the  fullest  conviction  that  the  arguments  against  it  beino- 
founded  in  ignorance  of  its  objects,  and  an  entire  misapprehension  of  its  effects  and  opera^ 
tion,  must  utterly  fail  to  produce  their  intended  effect  upon  your  Excellency's  mind. 

In  the  judgment  and  zeal  of  your  Excellency  in  the  cause  of  the  public  welfare,  and  on 
your  tried  decision  of  character,  the  supporters  of  the  measure  place  the  very  greatest  con- 
fidence, and  rely  that  your  Excellency  will  persevere  in  it  and  suffer  nothing  to  prevent  the 
early  and  complete  accomplishment  of  this  object  of  their  earnest  hope  and  desire. 

I  have  &c. 

To  His  Excellency  (signed)        James  Scotland,  j\xn.  ChdArmdm. 

Sir  William  Colebrooke,  k.h. 
&c.     &c.     8cc. 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  others  held  in  the  Town  of  St.  John's,  and  numerously 
attended,  on  Wednesday  evening  the  24th  instant,  James  Scotland,  esq.  jun.,  in  the 
Chair,  the  following  Resolutions  were  unanimously  agreed  to : — 

1.  That  while  this  meeting  fully  concedes  to  every  man  the  right  of  private  judgment, 
and  the  constitutional  privilege  of  addressing  the  Executive  on  all  matters  of  public  interest, 
they  nevertheless  view  with  much  regret  any  endeavour  on  the  part  of  an  influential  class  in 
the  community  to  postpone  a  measure  of  such  great  importance  as  the  proposed  General 
Legislature  of'^the  Leeward  Charibbee  Islands. 

2.  That  this  meeting  is  confidently  of  opinion  that  any  arguments  which  can  be  adduced 
against  such  a  measure,  are  altogether  founded  in  ignorance  of  its  object,  and  a  misappre- 
hension of  its  effects  and  operation,  and  must,  consequently,  fail  to  produce  their  intended 
effect  upon  the  mind  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor. 

3.  That  although  this  meeting,  therefore,  feels  the  greatest  confidence  in  the  decision  of 
the  Governor,  and  the  fullest  persuasion  that  he  will  persevere  in  the  intended  convocation, 
relying  on  his  judgment  and  zeal  in  the  cause  of  the  public  welfare,  they  consider  it  an  impe- 
rative duty  on  them  to  express  to  his  Excellency  their  earnest  hope  and  desire  that  he 
will  suffer  nothing  to  prevent  the  convention  at  the  earliest  period  which  to  him  may  appear 
proper. 

Vide  page  o6.  4.  That  an  address  to  his  Excellency  be  forthwith  prepared,  expressive  of  the  most  cordial 

approbation  which  this  meeting  entertains  of  the  legality  and  expediency  of  the  measure, 
and  embodying  the  sentimenis  and  expectations  contained  in  these  resolutions,  leaving  it 
entirely  to  his  Excellency's  well-known  discretion  to  fix  the  time  of  the  meeting  most 
suitable  to  the  convenience  of  the  representatives,  and  that  the  chaiiman  do  sign  the  address 
in  behalf  of  this  meeting. 

6.  That  the  following  gentlemen  be  requested  to  frame  and  present  such  address,  viz.  :— 
The  Chairman,  Dr.  Fergusson,  Messrs.  William  Thibou,  John  Thibou,  Richard  Starke,  and 

Elias  A.  Brown.  o     ,     ^  . 

(signed)        James  Scotland,  jun. 
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TO  His  Honour  tlie  President  and  Board  of  Council,  and  to  his  Honour  the  Speaker  and 

the  House  of  Assembly  : 

I  TAKE  the  earliest  opportunity  of  informing  you  that  having  taken  into  consideration  the 
form  adopted  in  1798,  on  the  occasion  of  issuing  the  writs  for  the  General  Assembly  at  that 
time  convened,  I  have  judged  it  expedient  to  issue  writs  to  the  Secretary  for  summoning  the 
freeholders  of  this  island  on  the  1st  February  next,  the  day  appointed  by  my  proclamation  of 
21st  of  December  last  for  holding  the  general  elections. 

Government  House,  Antigua,  (signed)         W.  M.  G.  Cokbrooke. 

25  Jan.  1838. 


LEEWARD 
ISLANDS. 


Sr,  Government  House,  St.  John's,  26  Jan.  1838. 

I  HAVE  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  together  with  a  series  bf  resolutions, 
which  have  been  passed  at  a  meeting  of  the  freeholders  and  others  held  in  St.  John's,  and 
numerously  attended,  on  Wednesday  the  24th  instant,  expressing,  for  the  reasons  therein  set 
forth,  the  unanimous  sentiments  of  the  meeting  in  favour  of  the  legality  and  expediency  of 
a  general  legislature  of  these  islands,  and  their  regret  that  its  objects  should  have  been 
misapprehended. 

In  conveying  to  you  my  entire  concurrence  in  the  sentiments  of  the  meeting,  and  in  the 
fullest  reliance  on  their  constitutional  feelings,  I  request  that  you  will  convey  to  the  gentle- 
men compK)sin^  the  deputation,  and  to  all  who  were  present  at  the  meeting,  that  it  is  my 
full  intention,  m  the  exercise  of  the  trust  reposed  in  me,  to  convene  the  General  Assembly 
as  soon  after  the  elections  as  the  necessary  arrangements  can  be  matured. 

I  have,  &c. 

James  Scotland,  jun.  Esq.  (signed)         W.  M.  G.  Cokbroohe. 

&c.     &c       &c. 


—  No.  24.  — 
(Na  30.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  W.  M.  G.  Colelyrooke,  k.c.h.,  to 

Lord  Gtenelff.  No.  24. 

Government-House,  St.  Christopher's, 
My  Lord,  3  March  1838. 

In  my  despatch  of  the  9th  February  (Antigua,  No.  16),  I  reported  to  your 
Lordship  my  proceedings  to  that  date  for  convening  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Leeward  Islands. 

I  have  now  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship  tliat  I  embarked  at  Antigua,  on 
the  1 8th  of  February,  in  a  vessel  which  I  had  engaged  to  make  the  circuit  of  the 
islands,  and  arrived  at  Montserrat  on  the  same  day,  when  I  passed  the  Act  for  the 
final  liberation  of  the  apprentices  on  the  1st  of  August  next.  The  Legislature  of 
that  island  had  entered  cordially  into  the  measure  for  convening  the  General 
Assembly;  and  as  I  took  occasion  to  explain  to  them  my  view  of  the  benefits  which 
were  likely  to  accrue  from  the  Convention,  with  which  they  fully  concurred,  I  beg 
leave  to  refer  your  Lordship  to  my  speech,  and  the  replies  of  the  Council  and 
Assembly,  which  are  herewith  enclosed. 


I  took  the  opportunity  of  entering  into  the  subject  in  my  consultation  with  the  '^^^ 

Privy  Council,  and  I  am  gratified  in  reporting  to  your  Lordship  the  general  dispo- 
sition  which  prevails  in  Montserrat  to  support  the  measures  of  the  Government 
with  cordiality  and  spirit 
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On  the  21st  of  February  I  repaired  to  Nevis,  where  I  received  on  my  arrival  a 

memorial  from  a  number  of  electors,  praying  that  another  writ  might  issue  for 
holding  a  General  Assembly,  and  explaining  that  the  first  had  failed,  owing  to  the 
measures  not  having  been  understood  by  the  electors.  I  found,  in  consultation 
with  the  Council,  that  although  the  local  Assembly  were  indisposed  to  the  con- 
vention, that,  in  the  event  of  the  re-issue  of  the  writ,  the  proprietary  body  were 
prepared  to  come  forward  ;  and  having  taken  the  opinion  of  the  Solicitor-general 
on  the  subject  of  issuing  a  new  writ,  the  former  one  having  been  returnable  on  the 
1 5th  of  February,  1  issued  one  on  the  23d  of  February,  under  which  an  election 
was  held  on  the  following  day,  when,  after  an  active  contest,  the  following  gentle- 
men were  returned  as  duly  elected:  P.  J.  Huggins,  L.  Nicholson,  E.  Huggins, 
W.  H.  Rawlins,  and  James  Davoren,  Esqrs.,  members  of  the  local  Assembly. 

The  returning  officer  closed  the  poll  at  five  o'clock,  and  no  vote  having  been 
disputed,  no  reference  was  required  to  the  Governor,  Council,  and- Assembly. 

I  enclose  to  your  Lordship  my  speech  to  the  Council  and  Assembly  of  Nevis, 
and  their  addresses,  in  which  a  special  reference  is  made  to  the  subject  of  the 
General  Assembly ;  and  from  the  result  of  my  communications  with  the  Privy 
Council,  I  am  led  to  hope  that  no  further  opposition  will  be  offered  to  the 
measure. 

From  these  and  from  other  circumstances,  to  which  I  shall  hereafter  have  occa- 
sion to  refer,  I  considered  it  inexpedient  to  enter  into  any  investigation  in  regard 
to  the  failure  of  the  writ. 

The  result  of  the  election  at  Nevis  has  confirmed  my  impression  of  the  good 
disposition  of  the  electors,  and  also  of  the  influence  of  the  proprietary  body,  and 
will,  as  I  hope,  tend  to  remove  the  impressions  which  have  been  elsewhere  enter- 
tained on  the  subject. 

The  President  of  Tortola  having  at  my  request  apprised  your  Lordship  of  the. 
result  of  the  elections  in  that  colony,  and  forwarded  a  copy  of  his  letter  to  me  of 
the  5th  of  February  with  the  writ,  the  return  of  Messrs.  J.  H.  Thomas,  Charles  Lloyd, 
Queen's  Counsel,  F.  B.  Dubois,  H.  C.  Hodge,  and  J.  Gordon,  has  completed  the 
General  Assembly,  of  which  an  accurate  list  is  subjoined. 

On  the  26th  of  February  I  quitted  Nevis  and  arrived  at  St.  Christopher's  the 
same  day,  and  after  a  consultation  with  the  Privy  Council  I  assembled  the  Houses 
of  Legislature  on  the  1st  of  March,  and  I  enclose  to  your  Lordship  my  speech, 
with  the  addresses  of  the  Council  and  Assembly ;  also  the  copy  of  the  memorial 
addressed  to  Her  Majesty  (to  which  allusion  is  made  in  their  address),  and  the 
copies  of  the  opinions  of  the  Queen's  Counsel  at  Montserrat,  and  of  the  Chief 
Justice  at  St.  Christopher's,  upon  the  construction  of  the  Act  of  1694. 

Having  received  an  address,  signed  by  214  inhabitants  of  this  island,  in  support 
of  the  General  Assembly,  I  enclose  a  copy  of  it,  with  my  reply ;  and  I  have 
satisfaction  in  reporting  to  your  Lordship,  that  although  there  is  a  disposition  in 
those  who  took  part  in  the  late  proceedings  to  await  the  issue  of  the  reference  to 
Her  M.ajesty,  ray  discussions  with  the  Council  and  with  others  have  been  con- 
ducted in  a  spirit  which  leads  me  to  expect  that  there  will  be  a  disposition  gene- 
rally to  acquiesce  in  the  decision  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  on  the  subject ; 
and  as  I  cannot  but  ascribe  the  course  adopted  in  this  island  to  the  influence  of 
the  proceedings  in  Antigua,  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  trouble  your  Lordship 
-with  any  further  explanation. 

In  order  to  aflTord  further  time  for  completing  the  arrangements,  and  to  meet  the 
convenience  of  the  members,  I  have  appointed  the  2d  day  of  April  for  the  meeting, 
of  the  General  Assembly',  and  will  have  the  honour  of  reporting  my  further  pro- 
ceedings by  the  next  mail. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  despatch  without  expressing  to  your  Lordship  the  sense  I 
entertain  of  the  zealous  support  which  I  have  received  from  Sir  Henry  Macleod, 
and  his  able  and  indefatigable  exertions  in  promoting  the  best  interests  of  the 
colony.  In  the  present  condition  of  the  Leeward  Islands,  it  would  be  attended 
■with  great  advantage  to  the  public  service  if  I  were  enabled  to  avail  myself  of  his- 
services  in  any  part  of  them,  and  I  submit  to  your  Lordship  that  a  commission 
sliould  be  conferred  on  him  as  Lieutenant-governor  of  Antigua,  Montserrat,  Nevis, 
St.  Christopher,  and  the  Virgin  Islands. 

I  have,  &c. 


(signed)        W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke. 
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Enclosures  in  No.  24.  LEEWARD 

(^)  ISLANDS. 

His  Excellency's  Reply. 
Mr.  President,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Council, 

I  RECEIVE  your  dutiful  and  loyal  address  with  those  feelings  which  result  from  my  entire     ^ncl.  in  No,  14. 
conviction  of  your  desire  to  afford  to  me  your  cordial  support  in  carrying  out  the  measures 
which  the  situation  of  the  island  will  require  to  meet  tne  changes  which  are  in  progress, 
and  it  will  give  me  the  highest  gratification  to  be  able  to  bring  your  constitutional  views 
and  proceedings  to  the  notice  of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

So  far  from  considering  that  your  attention  to  the  internal  affairs  of  the  island  will  admit 
of  being  in  any  degree  relaxed,  I  look  forward  to  increasing  demands  upon  your  vigilant 
exertions,  and  I  have  only  to  assure  you  that  I  shall  at  all  times  be  ready  to  assist  you  in 
forwarding  any  objects  which  may  be  calculated  to  advance  the  prosperity  of  a  community 
which  has  established  such  just  claims  to  the  regard  of  Her  Majesty. 

Montserrat,  20,  February  1838. 


Address  of  the  Assembly. 
Montserrat. 
TO  his  Excellency  Lieutenant-colonel  Sir  William  Macbean  George  Colebrookey  Knight  of 
Hanover,  Governor  and  Commander-in-chief  in  and  over  Her  Majesty's  Islands  of  Anti- 

gia,   Montserrat,  Barbuda,  St.  Christopher,  Nevis,  Anguilla,  the  Virgin   Islands,  and 
ominica,  Chancellor,  Vice- Admiral,  and  Ordinary  of  the  same,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

We,  the  Speaker  and  Members  of  the  House  of  Assembly  in  this  Her  Majesty's  islan  d 
of  Montserrat,  respectfully  take  leave  to  express  to  your  Excellency,  as  Her  Majesty's 
representative,  the  sentiments  of  affection  and  loyalty  which  we,  in  common  with  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  island  generally,  entertain  towards  Her  Majesty's  person  and  Government. 

We  gladly  avail  ourselves  of  the  opportunity  afforded  by  your  Excellency's  visit  to  the 
island  to  assure  you  of  the  high  respect  which  we  entertam  for  your  Excellency's  person 
and  character,  and  of  the  gratitude  towards  your  Excellency  with  which  the  zeal  and  eneigy 
in  promoting  the  interest  and  prosperity  of  the  island  displayed  by  you  since  your  assump- 
tion of  the  general  government  has  inspired  us. 

The  abrogation  of  the  apprenticeship  system,  upon  which  as  a  measure  of  enlightened 
humanity  and  wisdom  your  Excellency  has  been  pleased  to  congratulate  us,  has  been  the  . 
result  of  much  mature  reflection  and  consideration,  and  we  are  firmly  convinced  that  the 
permanent  welfere  of  every  community  consists  in  the  preservation  of  that  mutual  confi- 
dence upon  each  other,  which  should  exist  between  the  proprietors  of  the  soil  and  the 
peasantry,  by  whose  labour  it  is  rendered  productive. 

The  revolution  in  society  which  will  take  place  on  the  1st  of  August  1838,  will  doubtless 
require  a  great  change  in  our  laws  and  institutions,  and  we  are  devoutly  grateful  to  that 
overruling  Providence,  which  at  a  period  of  such  difficulty  has  given  the  rule  over  us  to  an 
individual  so  talented  and  benevolent  as  your  Excellency ;  to  one  from  whose  mind  every 
narrow  and  contracted  sentiment  is  banished,  whose  heart  appears  open  only  to  the  noble 
and  generous,  and  who  from  the  knowledge  we  have  been  enabled  to  gain  of  his  talents  for 
profound  and  liberal  policy,  appears  at  such  a  moment  destined  to  guide  us  through  the 
shoals  and  quicksands  of  doubtful  legislation.  We  meet  this  eventful  period  with  hope  and 
confidence,  knowing  that  we  shall  always  have  the  aid  and  guidance  of  your  Excellency's 
zealous  and  comprehensive  mind. 

The  convocation  of  a  General  Assembly  of  the  Leeward  Islands  appears  to  us  to  be  a 
measure  of  sound  and  enlightened  policy.  The  Caribbee  Islands,  like  members  of  one  com- 
mon family,  have  one  common  interest  in  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  each  other,  and  that 
feeling  of  mutual  relation  and  interest  can  only  be  maintained  by  some  general  establishment 
common  to  all  by  the  appointment  of  some  central  point  for  general  reference  and  appeal. 

In  conclusion,  we  beg  your  Excellency  to  accept  our  sincere  wishes  for  your  health  and 
happiness,  and  that  you  may  long  continue  to  exercise  the  functions  of  our  governor  and 
director,  is  the  heartfelt  prayer  of  the  Speaker  and  Members  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

I  have,  &c. 
House  of  Assembly,  Montserrat,  (signed)         Richard  H.  Dyett, 

20  February  1838.  Speaker. 

His  Excellency's  Reply. 

Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly. 

I  RECEIVE  your  dutiful  and  loyal  address  with  a  strong  impression  oi^the  gratification  which 
Her  Majesty  will  derive  from  the  sentimentaof  affection  and  loyalty  which, in  common  with 
the  inhabitants  of  the  islands  generally,  you  entertain  towards  Her  Majesty's  person  and 
Government,  to  whom  it  will  be  a  pleasing  part  of  my  duty  to  make  known  your  feelings. 

From  the  communications  which  I  have  previously  held  with  your  island,  1  have  become 
aware  of  your  enlightened  views,  and  I  was  therefore  not  unprepared  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  a  measure  in  which  your  concern  for  the  public  good  nas  led  you  to  meet  and  to 
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LEEWARD      overcome  the  difficulties  which  are  necessarily  involved  in  such  a  change,  but  from  which  I 

ISLANDS.        am  confident  that  you  will  eventually  reap  an  ample  reward. 

»-'■■' Accept  my  sincere  thanks  for  your  obliging  expressions  towards  myself.     I  can  have  no 

merit  in  an  earnest  wish  to  carry  out  the  fenevolent  views  of  Her  Majesty  add  her  Govern- 
ment for  the  welfare  of  her  subjects  in  these  colonies,  or  in  rendering  you  that  aid  as  a  tee 
people,  which  will  be  ever  tendered  in  a  spirit  of  affectionate  regard  for  your  constitutional 
rights  and  privileges ;  and  I  may  be  permitted  to  add,  that  you  do  not  overrate  my  disposi- 
tion to  be  of  service  to  your  community,  so  long  as  it  may  please  Her  Majesty  to  require  my 
services  as  her  representative  in  this  colony. 

Your  just  appreciation  of  the  views  contemplated  in  the  convocation  of  a  General  Assem- 
bly will  contrioute  to  facilitate  their  attainment,  and  without  interfering  with  those  peculiar 
interests  which  belong  to  every  free  community,  I  hope  that  you  may  derive  from  it  that 
support  which  you  are  entitled  to  expect  in  carrying  out  the  measures  which  are  required 
for  the  general  welfare. 

I  cannot  conclude  without  thanking  yoii  for  your  personal  good  wishes,  and  expressing  ^ 
hope  that  I  may  have  future  opportunities  of  renewing  those  relations  which  have  been  com- 
menced under  such  pleasing  auspices. 

I  have,  &c. 

Montserrat,  20  February  1838,  (signed)         W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke. 


(B.) 

TO  his  Excellency  Sir  William  Macbean  George  Coiehrookey  Knight  of  the  Royal 
Hanoverian  Guelphic  Order,  Lieutenant-Colonel  in  the  Army,  Governor  and  Commander- 
in-chief  of  Her  Majesty's  Islands  of  Antigua,  Montserrat,  Barbuda,  St.  Christopher, 
Nevis,  Anguilla,  the  Virgin  Islands,  and  Dominica,  Chancellor,  Vice-Admiral,  and 
Ordinary  in  and  over  the  same,  &c.  &c.  8cc. 

The  Memorial  of  the  undersigned  Inhabitants  of  the  Island  of  Nevis, 
Humbly  showeth : — 

That  your  memorialists,  on  the  1st  of  February,  appeared  at  the  Court  Hall  in  the  town 
of  Charlestown,  according  to  j^our  Excellency's  writ,  to  nominate  five  freeholders  to  serve 
in  the  General  Assembly  m  the  island  of  Antigua,  on  the  15th  February,  but  now,  according 
to  your  Excellency's  pleasure,  postponed  until  the  15th  March  next  ensuing. 

That  your  memorialists  were  led  to  believe  that  the  fulfilment  of  such  an  order  would  cost 
the  colony  the  sum  of  1,500  /.  sterling,  and  that  your  memorialists  would  be  taxed  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  in  order  to  liquidate  said  sum,  and  were  prevented  by  such  information  from 
voting. 

That  your  memorialists,  on  mature  consideration,  sincerely  believe  that  much  good  will 
be  effected  by  such  a  meeting,  and  the  execution  of  said  order  would  not  tend  to  the  evils 
thus  represented ;  and  your  memorialists  beg  that  your  Excellency  might  be  graciously 
pleased  to  grant  them  another  opportunity  of  electing  five  freeholders  to  represent  them  in 
the  General  Assembly. 


(C.) 
Sir,  Nevis,  23  February  1838. 

In  reply  to  your  question,  of  "  Whether,  in  the  event  of  no  election  of  members  for  the 
General  Cfouncil  and  Assembly  taking  place  in  any  particular  island,  a  new  writ  may  not 
issue  after  the  day  on  which  tne  first  writ  was  returnable,  without  further  reference  under 
the  Act  of  1705,  I  have  the  honour  to  state,  that  it  is  my  opinion  that  such  writ  may 
legally  issue  after  the  day  on  which  the  prior  writ  was  returnable. 

I  remain,  8cc. 
To  his  Excellency  the  Govemor-iu-Chief,  (signed)         Robert  Claxton. 

&c.        8tc.        &c. 


(D.) 

Addresses  of  the  Governor-general  to  the  Legislature  of  Nevis, 
with  their  Kejoinders. 

Mr.  President,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Council, 
Mr.  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly, 
It  has  been  a  subject  of  regret  to  me  that  I  have  been  unable  to  visit  you  at  an  earlier 
period  since  my  assumption  of  the  General  Government.  The  distress  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Antigua,  occasioned  by  the  severity  of  the  drought  which  prevailed  at  the  time  of  my 
arrival,  unavoidably  detained  me  in  that  island,  and  since  the  opening  of  the  present  season 
I  have  been  delayed  by  circumstances  which  have  required  my  presence  at  the  seat  of 
government.     It  would  otherwise  have  been  gratifying  to  me  to  have  ascertained  how  far 
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my  presence  would  have  assisted  you  under  the  suffering  occasioned  to  the  inhabitants  by  LEEWARD 
the  fire  which  occurred  in  Charlestown,  the  effects  of  which,  I  am  glad  to  observe,  are  now  ISLANDS, 
to  a  great  extent  retrieved.  •.———.— 

The  present  period  must,  however,  be  regarded  as  in  the  highest  d^ree  interesting  to  all 
classes  of  the  people,  as  the  changes  which  will  take  place  in  the  relations  of  society  in  the 
course  of  the  present  year  must  influence  in  an  important  deeree  the  future  destinies  of 
this  and  the  neighbouring  islands ;  and  impressed  as  i  am  with  the  consequences  to  all  con- 
cerned, and  with  the  experience  I  have  accjuired  of  the  effects  of  the  changes  which  have 
been  in  progress  in  Antigua,  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  omit  on  this  occasion  to 
recommend  the  subject  to  your  grave  deliberation  ;  €md  if  you  should  be  led  to  avail  your- 
selves of  the  occasion  of  tne  partial  change  which  must  ensue  to  establish  permanent  rela- 
tions with  the  labouring  classes,  and  thus  to  call  forth  those  voluntary  exertions  which  have 
been  elsewhere  productive  of  such  extensive  benefit  as  to  have  led  to  their  recent  adoption 
in  Montserrat,  1  should  anticipate  with  confidence  the  like  advantages  to  yourselves^  in  the 
improved  value  of  property,  and  the  satisfaction  which  you  would  derive  from  thus  ensur- 
ing the  general  contentment  and  the  cheerful  co-operation  of  all  orders  of  the  community. 

I  feel  confident,  gentlemen,  that  you  will  appreciate  the  motive  which  has  prompted  me 
to  express  to  you  at  this  time  my  sentiments  on  a  subject  which  so  nearly  concerns  you, 
and  which  I  do  in  the  full  assurance  that  you  will  give  me  credit  for  a  desire  to  preserve 
that  good  understanding  between  the  proprietors  and  the  liberated  classes  which  is  essen- 
tial for  the  welfare  of  both,  and  of  the  community  at  lai^. 

The  approaching  convocation  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Leeward  Islands  is  an 
event  of  that  importance  to  the  several  islands,  that  you  will  naturally  expect  that  I  should 
allude  to  it;  and  I  doubt  not  that  you  will  estimate  justly  the  importance  of  effecting  such 
an  assimilation  of  the  general  laws  of  the  islands  as  will  provide  for  the  due  administration 
of  justice  by  the  courts  about  to  be  established. 

I  am  aware  that  you  have  already  effected  many  important  ameliorations  in  your  criminal 
code,  and  which  will  facilitate  the  general  reform  which  has  elsewhere  to  be  completed, 
and  I  need  not  advert  to  the  necessity  of  passing  such  general  laws  as  will  tend  to  preserve 
tranquiUity  and  good  order  in  these  communities  under  the  changes  which  must  in  a  short 
time  ensue,  and  to  this  important  object  I  hope  that  the  attention  of  the  General  Assembly 
will  be  early  and  effectually  applied. 

I  need  hardly  advert  to  the  importance  of  assimilating  the  laws  of  marriage,  the  election 
laws,  and  those  which  regulate  the  currency  and  affect  the  commerce  of  these  islands,  with 
other  laws  of  a  general  nature ;  and  I  hope  that  by  a  due  application  of  the  credit  of  the 
whole  community,  founded  on  a  basis  which  will  effect  an  impartial  distribution  of  the 
pubUc  burthens^  the  undue  pressure  upon  property  may  be  relieved,  and  that  provision  may 
be  made  for  assisting  the  several  commumties  in  the  execution  of  such  works  of  general 
utility  as  would  press  unduly  on  their  local  finances. 

I  congratulate  you,  gentlemen,  on  the  generally  ^ood  disposition  of  the  people,  as  evinced 
by  the  remarkable  fact  that  there  is  at  this  time  only  one  case  for  trial  at  the  ensuing  ses- 
sions. The  prospects  of  the  season  will,  I  hope,  realize  to  you  a  full  compensation  for  the 
deficiency  of  the  past  year,  and  contribute  largely  to  the  comfort  of  all  classes  of  the  people. 

Although  the  necessity  of  proceeding  without  delay  to  the  other  islands  will  deprive  me 
of  the  opportunity  of  entering  with  you  at  this  time  into  that  full  communication  which  I 
should  desire  on  the  various  important  subjects  to  which  I  have  adverted,  I  shall  look 
forward  to  a  future  opportunity  of  doing  so ;  and  I  take  this  occasion  of  observing,  that 
whatever  may  be  the  effect  of  the  General  Assembly  in  reimiting  the  interests  of  the  several 
islands,  your  constitutional  exertions  for  the  benefits  of  the  community  whose  interests  are 
confided  to  you,  will  not,  in  my  estimation,  be  the  less  important  to  the  general  welfare. 

Council  Chamber,  Nevis,  (signed)         TT.  M.  G.  Colebrooke. 

23  February. 


Address  of  the  Council  to  His  Excellency  Sir  William  Maclean  George  Cofe&rooitc,  Knight 
of  Hanover,  Governor  and  Commander-in-chief  in  and  over  the  Islands  of  Antigua,  Mont- 
sermt,  and  Barbuda,  St^  Christopher,  Nevis,  Anguilla,  the  Virgin  Islands,  and  Dominica, 
Chancellor,  Vice- Admiral,  and  Ordinary  of  the  same,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

We,  the  members  of  the  Council  of  Nevis,  pray  your  Excellency  to  accept  our  thanks  for 
the  address  you  have  been  pleased  to  deliver  to  us  upon  the  occasion  of  your  arrival  at  this 
portion  of  your  government. 

The  subject  of  the  approaching  change  which  will  take  place  in  society,  shall,  agreeably 
to  your  Excellency's  recommendation,  command  our  grave  deliberation,  and  if  we  are  not 
prepared  to  proceed  to  the  extent  of  your  Excellency's  wishes  hi  placing  our  relations  with 
the  labouring  classes  on  the  same  basis  as  they  exist  in  Antigua,  it  will  be  nevertheless  our 
duty  to  assist  in  making  such  provisions  with  reference  to  that  class  of  apprentices  whose 
term  of  service  will  have  expired  after  the  lapse  of  a  few  months,  as  will  tend  to  insure  the 
continuance  of  that  general  contentment  and  good  order  which  so  happily  now  prevail,  and 
which  cannot  fail  forcibly  to  impress  themselves  upon  your  Excellency's  observation.  The 
convention  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Leeward  Islands,  to  be  held  at  Antigua,  we 
certainly  acknowledge  to  be  a  measure  of  great  importance,  but  we  are  bound  respectfully 
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LEEWARD       and  explicitly  to  declare  that  we  do  not  concur  with  your  Excellency  in  your  views  of  the 

ISLANDS.        subject;  and  perhaps  it  will  be  sufficient  to  state  in  general  terms  our  fears,  that  the  evils 

.— ^._— .        and  inconveniences  which  will  result  from  carrying  into  execution  the  proposed  measure, 

will  hardly  be  compensated  by  the  anticipated  benefits  of  the  assimilation  of  certain  laws  to 

which  your  Excellency  has  particularly  adverted. 

Should  our  apprehensions  on  this  head  prove  unfounded  and  erroneous,  it  will  doubtlessly 
be  a  subject  of  regret  that  we  should  have  entertained  them.  But  labouring  under  the 
immediate  conviction  of  the  inexpediency  of  a  general  convention,  in  which  likewise  we  are 
supported  by  the  voice  of  the  people,  we  at  the  same  time  entreat  your  Excellency  to  be 
assured  that  we  have  bestowed  considerable  care  and  anxiety  upon  tne  consideration  of  the 
subject,  and  we  grieve  that  our  sentiments  should  be  at  variance  with  those  of  your  Excel- 
lency on  a  point  of  this  importance. 

In  conclusion,  we  are  desirous  of  expressing  our  sense  of  the  courtesy  and  candour  which 
have  marked  your  Excellency's  intercourse  with  us,  and  our  sincere  wishes  for  your  personal 
welfare. 

(signed)        Josiah  fVehbe  Maynard.         Walter  M.  MiUs, 

James  Maynard.  J.  W.Maynard,  jun. 

J.  W.  DanielL  John  Huggins. 

J.  H.  Pemberton.  Joseph  Stanley, 


His  Excellency's  Reply. 

Mr.  President,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Council, 

I  RETURN  you  my  acknowledgments  for  your  dutiful  and  loyal  address. 

Although  you  are  not  yet  prepared  to  proceed  to  the  extent  of  my  wishes  in  placing  your 
relations  with  the  labouring  classes  on  tne  same  basis  as  they  exist  in  Antigua,  and  as  will 
be  also  recognized  at  Montserrat  on  the.  1st  of  August  next,  I  still  confidently  hope  that  you 
will  see  reason  to  adopt  my  views  of  this  important  subject  before  the  expiration  of  the  term 
when  the  non-praedial  apprentices  will  be  liberated,  and  that  on  a  more  mtimate  knowledge 
of  the  good  effects  of  the  comprehensive  measure  in  Antigua,  which  has  been  in  operation 
for  nearly  four  years,  you  will  become  convinced,  that  independently  of  the  benefits  directly 
to  be  looked  for  from  the  change,  the  difficulties  consequent  to  its  introduction  would  be 
far  less  formidable  than  those  which  would  attend  an  adherence  to  the  system  of  apprentice- 
ship until  1840.  To  elucidate  this  point  to  you,  it  might  be  sufficient  to  advert  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  law  for  the  classification  of  the  prsedial  and  non-preedial  apprentices 
has  been  executed,  and  the  privileges  of  appeal  to  Her  Majesty  in  Council  which  has  been 
accorded  to  them. 

Having,  after  mature  deliberation,  considered  it  advisable  and  necessary  to  exercise  Her 
Majesty's  prerogative  entrusted  to  me,  for  bringing  into  operation  the  laws  for  convening 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  Leeward  Islands,  I  have  only  to  express  to  you  the  expecta- 
tion I  have  indulged,  that  Her  Majesty's  loyal  subjects  in  these  islands  will  manifest  that 
enlightened  sense  of  their  rights  as  a  free  people,  as  to  afford  me  constitutional  support  in 
so  important  an  undertaking,  and  that  I  shall  thus  be  enabled  to  look  forward  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  measures  to  promote  their  lasting  welfare  and  happiness. 

In  expressing  to  you  my  thanks  for  your  good  wishes  towards  me,  I  request  you  to  be 
assured  that  I  appreciate  as  I  ought  to  do  the  sincerity  and  frankness  with  which  you  have 
expressed  to  me  your  sentiments,  and  the  satisfaction  it  will  afford  to  me  in  revisiting  the 
island  to  resume  my  relations  with  you,  and  when  we  may  be  enabled  to  judge  of  the  effects 
of  the  measures  wmch  are  in  progress,  in  the  same  spirit  of  candour  and  with  the  benefit  of 
a  more  enlarged  experience. 

I  have,  &c. 
Council  Chamber,  Nevis,  (signed)         ^V,  M.  G.  Colebrooke. 

24  February  1838. 


Address  of  the  Assemblv. 


TO  His  Excellency  Lieutenant-colonel  Sir  William  Macbean  George  Colebrooke,  Knight  of 
Hanover,  Governor  and  Commander-in-chief  in  and  over  Her  Majesty's  Islands  of 
Antigua,  Montserrat,  Barbuda,  St.  Christopher,  Nevis,  Anguilla,  the  Virgin  Islands,  and 
Dominica,  Chancellor,  Vice-Admiral,  and  Ordinary  of  the  same,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

We,  the  members  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  beg  leave  to  return  to  your  Excellency  our 
thanks  for  the  address  which  you  have  this  day  been  pleased  to  deliver  to  us  ;  and  in  con- 
gratulating your  Excellency  on  your  safe  arrival  in  this  island,  to  express  our  regret  that 
your  Excellency  has  been  prevented,  for  the  reasons  assigned  in  su  ch  address,  from  visiting 
this  portion  of  your  government  at  an  earlier  season. 

Sensible  as  we  are  that  the  present  period  must  be  regarded  as  in  the  highest  degree 
interesting  to  all  classes  of  the  people,  as  the  changes  which  will  take  place  must  influence, 
in  an  important  degree,  the  future  destinies  of  this  and  the  neighbouring  islands,  and  assured 
that  your  Excellency's  sole  motive  in  pressing  on  the  deliberation  of  this  House  the  mea- 
sures alluded  to  by  your  Excellency,  is  an  anxious  desire  for  the  wellbeing  and  prosperity 
of  this  island,  we  deeply  regret  that  it  cannot  coincide  with  your  Excellency  in  the  recom- 
mendation 
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meiidation  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  occasion  of  the  present  year  to  establish  those  perma-  LEEWARD 
nent  relations  with  the  labouring  classes  which  have  been  adopted  in  the  sister  colonies  of  ISLANDS. 
Antigua  and  Montserrat.  ' 

Having  already  passed  such  laws  as  were  recommended  to  our  consideration  by  his  late 
Majesty's  Government,  for  the  establishment  of  courts  for  the  more  perfect  administration 
of  justice  in  this  colony,  and  also  for  extending  the  provisions  of  the  laws  relating  to  mar- 
riage,  and  having  effected  the  necessary  ameliorations  in  the  criminal  code,  we  regret  that 
we  cannot  coincide  with  your  Excellency  in  the  opinion  of  the  necessity  of  a  convocation  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  Leeward  Islands. 

This  House  having  for  some  time  past  been  earnestly  engaged  in  the  consideration 
of  measures  for  the  improvement  of  the  law  relating  to  elections,  have  passed  such  an  Act  as 
it  trusts  will  meet  with  the  approval  of  your  Excellency,  and  will  be  found  beneficial  in  its 
result  to  all  classes  of  the  community. 

We  beg  leave  to  return  to  your  Excellency  our  thanks  for  the  kind  wishes  expressed  by 
}rou  that  the  prospects  of  the  season  may  realize  to  us  the  full  compensation  for  tne  difficul- 
ties of  the  past,  and  contribute  largely  to  the  comforts  of  all  classes. 

This  House  anticipates,  from  your  Excellency's  early  return  to  this  island,  the  opportunity 
of  entering  more  into  detail  on  the  various  important  subjects  contained  in  your  Excellency's 
address,  which  we  are  precluded  from  doing  on  the  present  occasion  in  consequence  of  the 
necessity  your  Excellency  is  under  of  proceeding  without  delay  to  visit  the  other  islands  of 
your  government. 

I  have,  &c. 

Assembly-room,  23  Februaiy  1838.  (signed)         William  H.  RawlinSy 

Speaker. 


His  Excellency's  Reply. 

Mr.  Speaker,  and  Gentleman  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 

I  RECEIVE  your  dutiful  and  loyal  address,  and  will  give  my  attention  to  the  subjects 
which  you  have  brought  under  my  consideration. 

You  do  me  justice  in  attributing  to  me  an  anxious  desire  for  the  wellbeing  and  prosperity 
of  this  island. 

Impressed  as  I  strongly  am  with  the  salutary  consequences  of  that  change  in  the  rela- 
tions of  society,  which  was  effected  in  Antigua  in  1834,  and  which  has  recently  been  adopted 
in  Montserrat,  I  am  fully  convinced  that  its  accomplishment  in  the  other  islands  of  this 
government  would  be  productive  of  the  same  advantages,  and  I  do  not  relinquish  the  hope 
tnat  in  a  short  time  you  will  be  led  to  appreciate  them,  and  that  the  difficulties  attending 
such  a  change,  will  not  only  be  readily  surmounted,  but  they  will  be  found  in  reality  far 
less  than  those  which  would  attend  an  adherence  to  the  system,  after  the  liberation  of  the 
non-praedial  apprentices  on  the  1st  of  August  next. 

The  necessity  of  convening  the  General  Assembljr  at  this  period,  and  of  making  timely 
provision  to  meet  so  important  a  change  in  the  political  and  social  relations  of  the  people, 
has  appeared  to  me  not  only  to  justify  but  to  call  for  the  exercise  of  Her  Majesty's  preroga- 
tive, m  reviving  the  laws  under  which  the  General  Assembly  will  be  convened ;  and  I  rely 
on  the  public  spirit  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  of  every  class,  that  they  vnll  give  that  support 
to  a  measure  which  I  hope  will  lead  to  the  attainment  of  objects  of  the  greatest  importance 
to  the  future  welfare  and  prosperity  of  these  islands. 

I  have,  &c. 

Nevis,  24  February  1838.  (signed)         W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke. 


(E.) 
Members  returned  to  serve  on  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Leeward  Islands. 

Antigua. — The  Honourable  Nicholas  Nugent  and  the  Honourable  Robert  Hors-        No- 
ford  ;  Anthony  Musgrove,  Geo.  W.  Ottley,  and  Daniel  B.  Garling, 
Esquires    -----------6 

Montserrat. — ^The  Honourable  Richard  Dyett,  the  Honourable  J.  P.  Trott,  and 
the  Honourable  G.  S.  Martin  ;  John  Shiell  and  T.  Shirley  Warner, 
Esquires    -----------5 

Nevis. — The  Honourable  W.  H.  Rawlins;  Peter  J.  Huggins,  Edward  Huggins, 

Lawrence  Nicholson,  and  James  Davoren,  Esquires      .        -        -        5 

St.  Christopher. — ^The  Honourable  A.  H.  Rawlins ;   R.  B.  Gleghom,  R.  Chal- 

'  lenger,  J.  Woodcock,  and  J.  Parsons,  Esquires    -        -        -        -        5 

Virgin  Islands. — The  Honourable  J.  H.  Thomas;  C.  Lloyd,  W.  Gordon,  J.  B. 

Dubois,  and  H.  C.  Hodge,  Esquires     ------        5 

Total     -    -    -      25 
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(F.) 

Speech  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor-General  to  the  Honourable  the  Board  of  Council, 
and  the  Honourable  the  House  of  Assembly  of  St.  Christopher. 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Council, 
Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly, 

Having  looked  forward  with  much  interest  to  the  opportunity  of  visiting  the  several 
islands  imder  the  general  government,  and  of  establishmg  a  airect  relation  with  their 
inhabitants,  I  have  much  regretted  that  it  has  not  been  in  my  power  to  meet  you  at  an 
earlier  period. 

The  important  objects  pressing  upon  the  public  attention  at  such  a  juncture  as  this,  and 
the  probaole  effect  upon  the  future  prosperity  of  these  communities,  not  only  from  the  great 
changes  in  progress,  but  from  the  manner  in  which  they  may  be  accomplished,  added  to 
the  difficulties  arising  from  the  nature  of  these  changes,  unprecedented  as  they  are  in  the 
history  of  the  world,  have  been  calculated  to  inspire  me  with  an  anxious  desire  tnat  the  issue 
of  an  undertaking  so  honourable  to  our  country  and  to  its  Christian  character,  might,  in  the 
dispensation  of  Providence,  realize  to  you  those  benefits  which  it  was  intended  to  confer. 

I  may  observe,  however,  that  my  residence  at  Antigua  during  the  last  year  has  been 
attended  with  this  advantage,  that  it  has  enabled  me  to  form  a  mature  opinion  of  the  measures 
which  were  adopted  in  that  island  in  1834,  for  the  general  abolition  ot  slavery,  and  to  refer 
with  confidence  to  the  success  which  has  attended  3iem,  under  the  severe  trial  to  which  all 
classes  have  been  exposed  during  the  late  season. 

It  was  to  be  expected  that  the  close  connexion  subsisting  between  Antigua  and  Mont- 
serrat,  and  the  influence  of  those  proprietors  who  possessed  an  interest  in  both  islands, 
would  lead  to  an  approximation  of  their  views ;  and  the  spirit  in  which  the  change  has  been 
recently  effected  in  Montserrat  has  been  the  result  of  a  general  conviction  of  the  solid 
advantages  it  has  produced  in  Antigua. 

In  recommending  this  subject  to  your  attention,  you  will  comprehend  my  wish  to  regard 
it  as  a  question  of  domestic  interest  within  your  several  communities,  and  uius  to  secure  to 
you  the  opportunity  of  establishing  a  bond  of  reciprocal  attachment  between  the  labouring 
classes  and  their  employers. 

No  object  can  be  more  important  than  to  preserve  this  amicable  relation  between  those 
whose  interests  are  so  inseparable,  and  whose  welfare  must  so  essentially  depend  on  their 
cordial  co-operation. 

In  this  respect  I  do  not  refer  only  to  the  interests  of  the  present  day,  but  to  the  effects 
of  the  measures  which  may  be  adopted  upon  the  condition  of  the  generations  that  may 
succeed,  and  I  cannot  too  strongly  impress  on  you,  that  independently  of  present  advan- 
tages in  the  augmented  value  of  property  arising  from  tranquilUty  and  confidence,  the 
growing  disposition  of  the  peasantry  to  engage  their  children  in  the  labours  of  the  field,  has 
been  one  of  the  most  pleasing  consequences  of  the  voluntary  system. 

That  apprehension  of  the  effect  of  so  great  a  change  should  have  led  at  the  outset  to  some 
mistaken  views  by  the  Antigua  Legislature  does  not  militate  against  the  general  estimation 
in  which  those  measures  are  deservedly  held,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  reflect  that,  while  your 
own  and  the  other  communities  are  encouraged  by  their  example,  you  are  now  enabled  to 
profit  largely  from  their  experience  in  securing  to  yourselves  the  full  benefit  of  so  salutary 
a  change. 

In  considering  the  preparatory  measures  which  are  required  in  the  new  relations  of 
society,  which  must  in  a  short  time  succeed,  I  recommend  to  your  attention  the  good 
effects  which  have  elsewhere  attended  the  appointment  of  rural  constables  under  the  general 
magistrates ;  and  I  need  not  impress  on  you  the  paramount  importance  of  encouraging  a 
strict  regard  to  religious  and  moral  obligations,  by  promoting  marriages  amongst  the 
liberated  classes,  and  a  due  observance  of  the  Sabbath  in  connexion  with  a  reservation  of 
time  for  their  secular  occupations. 

I  am  aware  that  these  and  other  subjects  have  already  engaged  your  attention,  and  I 
cannot  omit  to  notice  your  laudable  exertions  for  the  amelioration  of  the  criminal  laws, 
whereby  facilities  will  be  give  to  the  administration  of  justice  by  the  circuit  courts,  which 
will,  I  hope,  be  established  in  a  short  time  throughout  the  West  Indies. 

Advertmg  to  these  changes,  and  to  the  importence  of  effecting  progressively  an  assimi- 
lation in  the  general  laws  of  tiiese  islemds,  and  of  providing  for  those  expenses  which  are 
called  for  in  me  present  circumstances  of  the  colony,  by  a  more  equitable  distribution  of  the 
public  burthens,  I  am  led  to  notice  the  approaching  convention  of  the  General  Assembly. 

I  have  regretted  that  in  the  discussions  which  have  arisen  on  this  important  subject,  that 
I  should  not  have  been  able  at  once  to  enter  into  that  direct  and  personal  communication 
with  the  several  communities  which  might  have  tended  to  remove  misapprehensions  of  the 
nature  and  objects  of  the  proposed  convention,  and  have  satisfied  you  of  the  views  by  which 
I  have  been  guided  in  the  exercise  of  Her  Majesty's  prerogative. 

You  are  not  unaware,  that  the  consolidation  of  the  legislatures  of  the  different  islands  was 
distinctly  contemplated  in  the  re-establishment  of  the  general  government  in  1833,  and 
various  consultations  were  then  held  as  to  the  mode  in  which  the  change  should  be  effected; 
and  if  in  reviving  the  ancient  laws  imder  which  that  Assembly  was  convened  in  1798,  a 
period  scarcely  less  interesting  than  the  present,  I  have  sought  to  preserve  to  the  several 
communities  their  separate  privileges,  and  to  provide  for  their  general  interests  without 
impairing  the  advantages  derived  from  their  local  institutions  :  I  have  relied  on  the  appre- 
ciation by  the  inhabitants  of  the  advantage  of  reserving  to  themselves  the  amendment  of 

those 
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those  laws  in  which  the  principles  of  the  constitution  are  recognised.     It  is  not  consistent       LEEWwAUD 
with  those  principles  on  the  one  hand,  that  the  representative  of  the  sovereign  should  inter-         ISLANDS. 

pose  in  the  most  trivial  affairs  of  every  corporate  community,  nor  that  their  corporate  privi-        — 

leges  should  be  extinguished  in  every  general  plan  of  consolidation ;  but  it  is  assuredly 
congenial  to  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  that  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  should  l>e 
effectively  exercised  in  uniting  the  strength  and  resources  of  the  community,  where  their 
application  may  be  required  in  upholding  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  people,  and  iu 
preserving  that  equal  balance  between  the  seversJ  orders  of  society  which  has  acquired  for 
the  British  monarchy  the  respect  and  veneration  of  the  people. 

On  these  principles  I  invite  your  support  to  the  measures  which  I  have  undertaken.  I 
place  a  full  reUance  on  the  public  spirit  of  Englishmen  in  every  cjuarter  of  the  globe,  and 
I  am  not  i^orant  of  the  importance  in  a  free  community  of  gaming  the  cordial  support  of 
all  classes  in  favour  of  any  measures  which  may  be  devised  for  their  advantage. 

For  my  own  part,  I  can  entertain  no  doubt  of  the  good  effects  which  may  be  derived  from 
the  labours  of  tne  General  Assembly,  nor  would  I  wish  that  its  members  should  be  with- 
drawn from  the  constitutional  influence  which  may  be  exerted  over  their  proceedings  by  the 
opinion  of  the  local  communities. 

I  cannot  conclude  without  noticing  the  support  which  these  views  have  received  from 
the  Lieutenant-governor,  nor  without  congratulating  you  on  the  effects  of  his  zealous 
exertions  in  promoting  the  best  interests  of  the  community.  These  have  been  so  obviously 
the  result  01  the  general  confidence  in  his  inflexible  j  ustice,  impartiality,  and  considerate 
attention  to  every  object  connected  with  the  welfare  of  all  classes,  that  I  need  only  express 
my  concurrence  in  the  general  sentiment  which  prevails  upon  the  subject,  and  my  hope, 
that  I  may  have  the  benefit  of  his  able  assistance  so  long  as  Her  Majesty  may  require  my 
services  in  the  administration  of  the  general  government. 

Council  Chamber,  (signed)         W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke. 

St.  Christopher,  1  Mar.  1838. 


Address  of  the  Council. 


TO  his  Excellency  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sir  William  Mac  Bean  George  Colebrooke,  Knight 
of  Hanover,  Governor  and  Commander-in-chief  in  and  over  the  Islands  of  Antigua, 
Montserrat,  and  Barbuda,  St.  Christopher,  Anguilla,  the  Virgin  Islands,  and  Dominica, 
Chancellor,  Vice -Admiral,  and  Ordinary  of  the  same,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Sir, 

We,  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Council,  cheerfully  tender  to  your  Excellency  our 
thanks  for  the  able  and  conciliatory  speech  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  deliver  to  the 
Council  and  Assembly  of  this  island ;  and  we  regret  with  your  Excellency  that  your  visit 
to  this  island  was  not  made  at  an  earlier  period. 

We  feel  with  your  Excellency  the  great  importance  of  the  various  subjects  which  press 
upon  the  public  attention  at  this  eventful  period  ;  and  we  trust,  that  whatever  course  may 
be  pursued  by  the  legislature,  will,  under  the  guidance  of  a  gracious  Providence,  tend  to 
the  welfare  01  all  classes  of  the  community. 

Upon  the  important  subject  of  the  immediate  introduction  of  the  voluntary  system,  what- 
ever may  be  the  individual  opinions  of  the  members  of  this  Board,  and  whatever  confidence 
they  may  have  in  the  successful  working  of  such  a  system  generally,  yet  we  feel  that,  in 
any  attempt  to  legislate  on  this  subject,  important  interests  would  he  affected  for  which 
we  should  not  have  the  means  to  provide. 

Upon  the  subject  of  the  convocation  of  a  General  Council  and  General  Assembly  at 
Antigua  from  the  several  islands  of  your  government,  the  great  majority  of  this  Board  have 
already  recorded  their  opinions ;  and  while  we  assure  you  that  we  give  ample  credit  to 
your  Excellency  for  youi*  earnest  desire  of  advancing  by  this  measure  the  puolic  interests 
of  the  colonies  under  your  government,  we  pray  that  you  will  believe  that  in  interposing, 
constitutionally,  as  we  consider,  an  objection  to  this  measure,  we  were  under  the  convic- 
tion that  we  were  sustaining  the  peculiar  interests  of  this  island. 

We  fully  concur  in  your  appreciation  of  the  desire  of  his  Excellency  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  to  promqte  the  best  interests  of  this  community,  and  of  the  inflexible  justice, 
impartiality,  and  considerate  attention  which  he  invariably  bestows  upon  every  object  con- 
nected witn  the  welfare  of  all  classes  of  our  society. 

In  conclusion,  we  beg  to  offer  to  your  Excellency  our  best  wishes  for  your  personal 
welfare,  and  to  express  our  hope  that,  at  some  future  period,  we  shall  have  an  opportunity 
of  further  cultivatmg  our  social,  as  well  as  our  official  relations. 

(signed)         W.  Greatheed  Crooke,  President. 
Daniel  Gateward  Davis. 
Council-Chamber,  W.  Wharton  JRawUns. 

1  March  1838.  J.  T.  Caines. 

Robert  Claxton. 
J,  Hart  Rawlins. 
J.  K.  Wattley. 
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ISLANDS^  ^'^  Excellency's  Reply. 

""——"""  Mr.  President,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Council, 

I  THANK  you  cordially  for  your  dutiful  and  loyal  address. 

I  cannot  but  hope,  that  the  members  of  your  honourable  Board  who  may  apprehend 
diflSculties  in  the  early  introduction  of  the  voluntary  system  which  has  been  successfully 
established  in  Antigua,  will  be  induced  on  further  consideration  to  perceive  that  still  greatet 
difficulties  would  attend  the  enforcement  of  the  labour  of  the  praedial  apprentices  aftei 
August  next,  without  disturbing  those  reciprocal  good  feelings  wnich  it  is  so  important  to 
preserve  between  the  labourers  and  their  employers,  and  that  a  termination  of  their  com- 
pulsory relations  will  be  calculated  to  call  forth  their  gratitude,  and  thus  to  stimulate  their 
mdustry,  while  it  would  arrest  the  occuiTence  of  disputes  and  litigation  in  regard  to  the 
classification,  so  unfavourable  to  the  tranquillity  and  tuture  prospects  of  the  colony. 

I  thank  you  for  your  assurance,  that  in  convening  the  General  Council  and  Assembly, 
you  attribute  to  me  an  earnest  desire  to  advance  the  public  interests  of  the  colonies  under 
my  government. 

Vou  must  be  well  aware,  that  it  is  a  duty  incumbent  on  me,  and  enjoined  by  the  laws, 
as  Her  Majesty's  representative,  to  exercise  the  Royal  prerogative  whenever  required  for 
Her  service,  and  for  the  good  and  welfare  of  all  Her  subjects  in  these  islands  ;  and  while  I 
look  forward  to  a  full  participation  by  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Christopher,  in  the  benefits 
which,  under  Providence,  I  hope  will  be  realized  from  the  convention,  I  am  fully  assured 
that  your  objections  to  the  measure  originated  in  a  conscientious  belief  that  you  were 
sustaining  the  peculiar  interests  of  this  island. 

I  return  you  my  sincere  acknowledgments  for  your  good  wishes  for  my  personal  welfare. 
I  hope  you  are  assured  that  I  shall  continue  to  take  a  warm  interest  in  the  prospects  of  this 
loyal  and  distinguished  community,  and  impressed  with  your  reception  of  me  on  the 
present  occasion  as  Her  Majesty's  representative,  it  will  afibrd  me  real  satisfaction  at  a 
future  period  to  cultivate  further  our  social  and  official  relations. 

Government-House,  2  March  1838.  (signed)  W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke. 


Address  of  the  Assembly. 

TO  his  Excellency  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sir  William  MacBean  George  Colebrooke,  Knight 
of  Hanover,  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  in  and  over  the  Islands  of  Antigua^ 
Montserrat,  and  Barbuda,  St.  Christopher,  Nevis,  Anguilla,  the  Virgin  Islands,  and 
Dominica,  Chancellor,  Vice-Admiral,  and  Ordinary  of  the  same,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Sir, 

We,  the  members  of  the  Commons  House  of  Assembly  of  St.  Christopher,  beg  to  express 
our  satisfaction  that  an  opportunity  has  been  offered  to  your  Excellency  of  visiting  this 
island,  and  to  return  our  best  thanks  for  the  address  which  your  Excellency  has  this  day 
been  pleased  to  deliver  to  the  legislature. 

We  cannot  receive  but  with  the  highest  satisfaction  your  Excellency's  testimony  as  to 
the  complete  success  of  the  course  adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Antigua  in  1834.  The 
success  of  a  sister  colony  on  the  adoption  of  a  system  which  must  necessarily  come  into 
operation  in  this  island  within  a  short  time  tends  greatly  to  allay  the  anxiety  with  which 
we  look  forward  to  a  similar  crisis  in  our  own  domestic  institutions,  and  to  afford  us  in- 
formation by  which  we  may  be  enabled  to  make  such  preparations  as  shall  lead  to  an  easy 
transition  from  the  present  to  the  voluntary  system  of  agricultural  labour.  The  legislature 
of  this  island  has  lately  had  under  its  consideration  the  question  of  the  advisability  of  enter- 
taining any  measure,  having  for  its  object  the  abbreviation  of  the  apprenticeship  term,  and 
have,  after  long  and  mature  consideration,  come  to  a  definite  resolution  on  the  subject,  with 
which  we  cannot  anticipate  that  vour  Excellency  can  be  unacquainted ;  and  we  trust  the 
existence  of  that  reciprocal  attachment  between  the  labouring  class  and  their  employers, 
which  it  is  so  desirable  to  maintain,  may  not  be  endangered  by  any  further  agitation  of  the 
subject. 

We  thank  your  Excellency  for  calling  our  attention  to  the  good  efiects  which  have  else- 
where attended  the  appointment  of  rural  constables  under  the  general  magistrates,  and  have 
to  inform  your  Excellency  that  this  subject  now  occupies  our  attention.  We  have  also 
under  consideration  a  Marriage  Bill ;  and  we  sincerely  hope  that  our  present  endeavours 
may,  under  Divine  Providence,  tend  to  the  promotion  ot  religious  and  moral  obligations 
amongst  our  labouring  classes,  and  to  the  welfare  of  the  community  at  lar^e. 

We  regret  with  your  Excellency  that  opportunity  has  not  been  afforded  to  you  to  make 
such  communications  as  might  have  tended  to  remove  misapprehensions  of  the  nature  and 
effects  of  the  proposed  convocation  of  a  General  Assembly.  We  are  satisfied  that  your 
Excellency  has  been  guided  by  conscientious  intentions  in  your  exercise  of  Her  Majesty's 
prerogative,  but  our  apprehensions  of  the  effects  of  such  a  convocation  cannot  permit  us  to 
become  parties  to  the  measure. 

We  are  led  to  believe  that  the  consolidation  of  the  legislature  in  these  different  islands 
was  contemplated  on  the  establishment  of  the  general  government  in  1833,  and  that  various 
consultations  were  then  held  as  to  the  mode  in  which  the  change  should  be  effected  ;  and 
we  are  led  further  to  believe  that  the  result  of  those  various  consultations,  was,  that  the 
measure  could  not  be  effected  by  the  authority  of  the  Crown,  unaided  by  the  Imperial  Par- 
liament or  by  the  consent  of  the  local  legislatures  in  these  islands ;  and  considering  it 
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congenial  to  the  spirit  of  the  constitution  that  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  should  be  LEEWARD 
eflfectively  exercised  in  these  colonies,  we  have  submitted  to  Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty  ISLANDS, 
the  question,  on  which,  we  lament  to  say,  we  differ  in  opinion  from  your  Excellency ;  and  - 

have  humbly  implored  Her  Majesty  to  give  such  directions  as  may  prevent  the  exercise  of 
Her  Koyal  prerogative,  in  this  particular  respect,  from  being  again,  as  we  humbly  conceive, 
misunderstood.  It  is  our  duty  to  await  Her  most  gracious  decision,  and  we  should  be 
happy  to  learn  that  your  Excellency  would  pause  in  the  endeavour  to  convene  the  General 
Assembly  until  that  decision  be  known. 

The  reasons  on  which  we  respectfully  declined  to  support  this  measure,  and  on  which 
we  are  bound  still  respectfully  to  decline  your  Excellency's  invitation  to  support  it,  are  well 
knovm  to  your  Excellency,  and  need  not  now  be  repeated. 

We  corclially  agree  witli  your  Excellency  in  the  view  you  have  taken  of  our  esteemed 
Lieutenant-Governor's  administration  of  the  government  of  this  Island  and  Anguilla,  and 
sincerely  hope  that  your  Excellency  may  have  the  benefit,  and  this  island  the  advantage,  of 
his  able  assistance,  as  long  as  Her  Majesty  may  require  your  Excellency's  services  in  the 
administration  of  the  general  government. 

Assembly  Room,  1  Mar.  1838.  (signed)        A.  Hart  Rawlinsy  Speaker. 


His  Excellency's  Reply. 

Mr.  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly, 

I  RECEIVE  with  much  satisfaction  your  dutiful  and  loyal  address. 

I  am  gratified  to  observe  that  mjr  assurance  of  the  complete  success  of  the  system 
adopted  by  the  legislature  of  Antigua  in  1834,  has  tended  greatly  to  allay  the  anxiety  with 
which  you  look  forward  to  a  similar  crisis  in  your  domestic  mstitutions,  and  that  you  appre- 
ciate the  importance  of  making  such  preparations  as  will  tend  to  an  easy  transition  to  the 
voluntary  system  of  agricultural  labour,  oy  the  appointment  of  rural  constables,  by  encou- 
raging marriage,  and  by  diffusing  a  sense  of  religious  and  moral  obligations  amongst  the 
labouring  classes— measures  which  cannot  fail  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  community  at 
large. 

As  to  the  question  of  abbreviating  the  term  of  apprenticeship,  which  has  occupied  your 
attention,  and  the  fuilher  agitation  of  which  it  is  impossible  to  prevent,  there  is  one 
consideration  which  I  cannot  omit  to  allude  to.  I  have  the  strongest  assurance  from  the 
Lieutenant*govemor,  founded  on  his  personal  experience,  and  the  reports  of  the  special 
justices,  of  the  good  disposition  of  the  labourers,  and  which  it  will  be  the  constant  effort  of 
all  who  are  in  authority  to  preserve.  The  approaching  period  when  the  non-prsedial 
apprentices  will  be  discharged,  must  unavoidably  be  one  of  excitement.  They  cannot  be 
ignorant  of  the  voluntary  relations  which  have  been  established  in  islands  within  sight  of 
&eir  own;  and,  not  having  been  heard  in  r^ard  to  their  classification,  the  pnedial 
apprentices  will  become  aware,  as  the  time  approaches,  of  the  grounds  on  which  claims  to 
discharge  may  be  sustained,  and  of  their  right  to  appeal  to  the  Queen  in  Council.  That 
such  proceedmgs  will  tend  to  endanger  the  reciprocal  attachment  existing  between  the 
labouring  classes  and  their  employers,  which  it  is  so  desirable  to  maintain,  can  hardly  be 
doubted,  while  it  would  incalculably  increase  the  responsibility  of  the  magistrates  and 
employers  in  enforcing  the  services  of'^Iabourers  pending  the  litigation  of  their  claims. 

These  considerations  are  well  deserving  of  your  attention,  in  order  that  the  occasion  may 
not  be  lost  of  calling  forth  the  gratitude  of  the  labourers,  and  thus  of  cementing  a  cordial 
union  between  the  proprietors  and  the  peasantry,  oh  wluch  the  permanent  welfare  of  every 
agricultural  communi^  must  depend,  a  consideration  which  I  would  Impress  also  upon 
other  classes  in  whatever  relation  they  may  stand  to  them. 

That  the  proprietors,  whether  present  or  absent,  will  be  led  to  take  this  view  of  their  own 
interests,  I  confidently  hope,  ana  will  appreciate  the  advantage  of  calling  forth  the  willing 
exertions  of  their  labourers. 

I  thank  you  for  the  confidence  you  have  expressed  in  the  intentions  with  which  I  have 
exercised  Her  Majesty's  prerogative  for  convening  the  General  Assembly,  and  as  I 
consider  that  the  laws  nave  fully  justified  its  exercise,  and  that  Her  Majesty's  service,  and 
the  good  and  welfare  of  the  people  of  these  islands,  render  it  necessary  to  call  together  the 
General  Assembly  at  this  time,  you  will  readily  understand,  that  1  am  precluded  from 
considering  with  you  the  grounds  of  the  representation  which  you  have  submitted  to 
Her  Majesty,  and  on  the  subject  of  which  it  will  become  me  to  make  such  explanations  as 
Her  Majesty  may  be  pleased  to  call  for. 

1  would  further  observe  to  you,  that  independently  of  my  own  sense  of  the  important 
objects  which  will  demrand  the  attention  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  general  elections  have 
now  been  completed  throughout  all  the  Leeward  Islands,  and  1  should  not  feel  justified  in 
disappointing  the  public  expectation  of  advantage  from  the  convention. 

1  will  only  add,  that  animated  with  the  hope  that  under  Providence  these  advantages 
may  be  fully  realized,  and  that  this  distinguished  community  may  largely  participate  in 
them,  I  shall  look  forward  with  satisfaction  to  future  opportunities  of  improving  the  relations 
which  have  thus  favourably  commenced,  and  which  I  doubt  not  will  enable  me  further 
to  appreciate  the  loyalty,  liberality,  and  public  spirit  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  of 
St.  Christopher. 

(signed)         W.  M.G.  Colehrooke. 
Government  House,  2  March  1838. 
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Extract  of  The  Queen's  Counsers  Opinion,  dated  Montserrdt,  23  February  1838. 

In  answer  to  your  Excellency's  inquiry,  I  be^  leave  to  state,  that  it  is  my  opinion  that 
by  the  Act  of  1694,  the  Governor,  Council,  and  Assembly  of  the  different  islands  are  only 
called  upon  to  act  and  decide  in  case  any  dispute  should  arise  concerning  the  election  of  any 
member  to  serve  in  the  General  Assembly ;  in  fact,  I  look  upon  the  second  clause  of  the  Act 
as  virtually  repealed  by  the  Act  of  1705,  and  that  the  presence  of  the  Council  and  Assem- 
bly, exc^t  as  candidates  or  voters,  is  not  required  or  necessary  at  any  electicm  under  the 
last-mentioned  Act. 

(signed)        Henry  Dyetty 

Queen's  CounseL 
(A  true  extract) 


(H.) 
Sir,  Basseterre,  2  March  1838. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  Ist 
instant,  wherein  the  following  points  are  submitted  for  my  opinion ;  1st,  Whether  under  the 
Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  1694  the  functions  of  the  Governor,  Council,  and  Assembly 
can  be  considered  to  extend  beyond  the  settlement  of  any  disputes  which  may  arise  at  the 
general  election,  and  if  they  are  empowered  by  it  to  act  as  deliberative  bodies,  or  only  in  a 
ministerial  capacity  ?  and, 

2dly,  Whether  the  second  clause  of  the  Act  in  question,  requiring  the  presence  at  elec- 
tions of  the  Governor,  Council,  and  Assembly,  be  not  virtually  repealed  by  the  Act  of  1705 
for  settling  general  councils  and  general  assemblies  ?  And  in  answer  thereto  beg  to  sav,  that 
1  am  of  opinion,  that  under  the  Act  of  1694  the  functions  of  the  Grovemor,  Council,  and 
Assembly  are  purely  ministerial,  and  that  the  only  deliberative  power  given  by  that  Act 
extends  to  the  settlement  of  any  disputes  which  may  arise  at  the  taking  of  the  general  elec- 
tion. This  Act  I  conceive  to  be  declaratory  of  the  manner  in  which  this  election  is  to  be 
taken. 

With  regard  to  the  second  question,  I  am  also  of  opinion,  Aat  the  operation  of  the  second 
clause  of  tnis  Act  is  not  in  any  manner  affected  by  the  Act  of  1705,  for  settling  general 
councils  and  general  assemblies,  inasmuch  as  I  beueve  it  to  be  an  invariable  principle  of 
law,  that  the  repeal  of  an  Act  must  be  expressed  in  direct  terms. 

I  have,  &c. 
His  Excellency  (signed)        Jos.  K.  Wattkyy 

The  Governor-general,  Chief  Justice. 

8cc.    &c.    &c. 


(I.) 

We,  the  undersigned  members  of  the  Commons  House  of  Assembly,  magistrates,  mer* 
chants,  planters,  tradesmen,  and  mechanics  (freeholders  and  others),  of  the  island  of  St. 
Christopher's,  approach  your  Excellency  with  unfeigned  expressions  of  loyalty  and  devotion 
to  the  person  of  Her  most  gracious  Majesty  The  Queen,  and  of  the  highest  respect  and 
esteem  for  your  Excellency ;  and  we  assure  your  Excellency,  that  while  we  recognize  the 
right  of  every  one  to  entertain  his  own  opinion,  we  cannot  but  express  to  your  Excellency 
our  deep  regret  that  the  intention  which  your  Excellency  has  esmressed,  of  convoking  a 
General  Council  and  General  Assembly  in  the  island  of  Antigua  should  have  been  viewed 
by  any  portion  of  our  fellow-citizens  otherwise  than  in  the  most  favourable  light. 

After  a  most  careful  review  of  all  that  has  transpired  upon  this  important  subject,  and 
from  a  dispassionate  consideration  of  the  various  matters  which  will  necessarily  occupy  the 
attention  of  the  proposed  confederation,  we  are  under  a  deep  conviction,  that  the  convoca- 
tion will,  under  the  Divine  guidance  and  blessing,  promote  the  general  welfare  of  these 
islands. 

Cheerfully  contributing,  as  we  do,  our  relative  proportions  of  pecuniary  and  personal  ser- 
vice to  the  State,  we  should  deem  ourselves  lukewarm,  and  unmmdful  of  our  best  interests, 
if  we  refrained  from  thus  expressing  our  sentiments  upon  this  important  topic. 

The  vigorous  mind  which  has  conceived  the  design,  we  feel,  cannot  need  arguments  from 
us  to  stimulate  it  to  an  untiring  perseverance,  and  with  this  reflection  we  assure  ourselves, 
that  your  Excellency  will,  whenever  it  shall  seem  necessary  for  the  ^ood  of  Her  Majesty's 
service,  exercise  the  power  which,  as  it  seems  to  us,  is  indisputably  in  your  Excellency  to 
convene  a  General  Council  and  General  Assembly  of  the  Leeward  Charibbee  Islands. 

We  have,  in  conclusion,  to  congratulate  your  Excellency  upon  your  safe  arrival  in  this 
section  of  your  command,  to  tender  to  your  Excellency  our  best  wishes  for  your  health  and 
prosperity ;  and  to  express  our  earnest  hope  that  the  anxious  solicitude  manifested  by  your 
Excellency  for  the  well-being  and  good  government  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects,  may  secure 
for  you  a  continuance  of  Her  Majesty's  royal  favour,  and  their  lasting  gratitude. 

(Signraby  S14  individuals.) 
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Gentlemen, 

The  Address  which  you  have  presented  to  me  on  my  arrival,  is  a  gratifying  expression  of 
your  sentiments  of  lovalty  and  devotion  to  Our  most  Gracious  Queen,  and  vour  estimation 
of  those  measures  which  have  been  undertaken  by  me  with  the  object  or  promoting  the 
happiness  and  advantage  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  in  these  islands. 

I  entirely  concur  with  you,  that  the  free  expression  of  opinion  is  a  privilege  which  those 
who  respect  their  own  rignts,  and  are  attached  to  the  principles  of  the  English  constitucion, 
will  ever  be  prepared  to  recognise* 

I  cannot  but  regret  that  misconceptions  should  have  obtained  in  regard  to  the  nature  and 
objects  of  the  General  Assembly  about  to  be  convened,  but  I  entertain  no  doubt  that  the 
benefits  of  which  I  hope  it  will  be  productive  to  these  communities,  will  progressively  lead 
to  its  appreciation  by  all  classes  of  the  inhabitants  who  possess  an  interest  in  the  general 
welfare. 

From  the  altered  relations  of  society  in  these  islands,  and  especially  since  the  abolition  of 
slavery,  the  revival  of  the  General  Legislature  could  not  have  been  longer  delayed,  and  it  is 
gratifying  to  me  to  find  that  so  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  islands  who  have 
a  direct  interest  in  their  improvement,  are  favourable  to  these  views. 

I  am  not  unconscious  how  much  must  depend  in  a  free  community  on  the  constitutional 
support  of  the  people  for  the  success  of  public  measures,  and  as  I  have  relied  on  their  co- 
operation on  the  present  occasion,  the  expression  of  the  sentiments  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
several  islands  has  strengthened  the  expectation  I  have  indulged  of  a  prosperous  issue  to 
the  undertaking,  and  which,  under  Providence,  I  hope  to  see  realised. 

For  the  confidence  you  have  manifested  in  my  disposition  to  be  useful  to  these  communi- 
ties, and  for  the  expression  of  your  personal  good  wishes,  I  ofier  you  my  sincere  thanks;  and 
I  may,  with  truth,  declare  that  if  I  can  render  my  exertions  effectual  in  aiding  the  people  to 
lay  the  foundations  of  their  future  prosperity,  I  shall  derive  tlie  highest  satisfaction  in  thus, 
fulfilling  Her  Majesty's  gracious  intentions. 

Government  House,  St.  Christopher,  (signed)         W.  M.  G.  Colehrooke. 

28  February  1888. 


LEEW/.RD 
ISLANDS. 


—  No.  26.  — 
(No.  22.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Ghmelg  to  Governor  Sir  W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke,         No.  25. 

K*  C  Bl. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  18  April  1838. 

I  HAVE  received  your  despatch,  No.  30,  of  the  3d  March,  in  which  you  report 
your  having  undertaken  a  tour  through  the  islands  of  Montserrat,  St.  Christopher's 
and  Nevis,  and  communicate  the  proceedings  which  have  taken  place  at  those 
islands  in  reference  to  the  late  measure  of  the  Convention  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Leeward  Islands. 

Noticing  in  this  despatch  that  you  had  finally  appointed  the  2d  day  of  April 
for  the  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly,  I  cannot  withhold  the  expression  of 
my  regret  at  the  inconvenience  to  which  I  fear  that  the  gentlemen  composing 
the  Assembly  will  be  exposed  by  attending  at  Antigua  in  conformity  with  your 
proclamation,  and  I  request  that  you  will  make  them  acquainted  with  the  feeling 
which  I  entertain  on  that  subject.  I  must,  however,  observe  that  a  passage  in 
your  despatch.  No.  10,  of  the  20th  January  had  given  me  reason  to  think  that, 
you  would  not  call  the  Assembly  together  until  you  had  received  my  instiuctions- 
as  to  the  course  to  be  adopted  in  consequence  of  the  objections  which  had  been 
raised  to  this  measure  by  the  different  islands  concerned  in  it.  As  the  case  now 
stands,  I  will  hope  that  my  despatch  of  the  28th  of  February,  instructing  you  to 
relinquish  the  prosecution  of  this  design,  will  have  reached  you  early  in  this 
month,  and  that  you  will  have  made  such  a  communication  to  the  convened 
House  of  Assembly  as  would  relieve  the  members  from  the  necessity  of  nay 
further  attendance  at  Antigua. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         Glenelg. 
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(No.  32.) 

No.  26.  Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  IV.  M.  G,  Colebrooke,  k.c.h.  to 

Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  St.  Christopher,  March  4,  1838. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Sir 
Henry  Macleod,  enclosing  two  memorials,  which  are  likewise  transmitted,  from 
the  Council  and  Assembly  of  the  Island.  The  persons  who  designate  themselves 
planters  in  the  protest,  are  without  exception  persons  having  no  property  in  the 
soil,  being  either  planting  attomies  or  managers. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         fV.  M.  G.  Cokhrooke. 


End.  in  No.  a6.  Enclosures  in  No.  26. 

(No.  25.) 
Sir,  Government  House,  St.  Christopher,  17  Feb.  1838. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward,  at  the  request  of  the  two  bodies,  a  memorial  from  the 
Council,  addressed  to  Lord  Glenelg,  and  one  from  the  Assembly  to  Her  Majesty,  both  on 
the  subject  of  the  General  assembly. 

I  have  reported  my  proceedings  in  this  matter  to  the  taking  of  the  votes  on  the  Ist 
instant,  but  I  have  since  conceived  it  necessary  to  state  to  the  Legislature  my  views  on  the 
subject,  and  I  enclose  a  copy  of  my  Address. 

The  legal  authority  to  wnich  I  have  alluded,  is  Mr.  Chief  Justice  Wattley,  whose  opinion 
must  have  very  great  weight. 

I  also  beg  leave  to  enclose  the  copy  of  a  letter  I  addressed  direct  to  Lord  Glenelg  on  the 
above  subject. 

I  have,  Sec. 
(signed)        Henry  Madeod,  Lieut-Governor. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Governor. 

P^S. — Your  Excellency  will  of  course  suppose  that  in  this  strong  party  question,  every 
influence  has  been  exerted  to  obtain  signatures  to  the  protests  appended  to  these  documents. 
One  of  the  great  evils  of  these  colonies  is  here  illustrated,  by  men  who  sign  as  attomies 
to  several  estates,— one  even  to  six — a  proof  of  how  little  such  properties  are  properly  re- 
presented, and  how  the  apprentices  are  managed  under  a  third  person,  as  manager,  respon* 
sible  to  the  attorney,  who  is  himself  responsible  to  an  absentee  proprietor. 


(No.  1.) 
Memorial  of  the  Board  of  Council  of  St.  Christopher. 

St.  Kitts. — ^TOthe  Right  Honourable  Lord  Glenelg^  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary 

of  State  for  the.  Colonial  Department. 

The  humble  Memorial  of  the  Board  of  Council  of  the  Island  of  Saint  Christopher. 

Sheweth,  That  his  Excellency  the  Govemor-in-chief  of  the  Islands  of  Antigua,  Mont- 
serrat,  Barbuda,  Saint  Christopher,  Nevis,  Aneuiila,  the  Virgin  Islands  and  Dominica, 
lately  issued  his  writ,  directed  to  the  secretary  of  this  island  or  his  lawful  deputy,  commanding 
him  to  summon  a  meeting  of  the  freeholders  in  this  island,  for  the  purpose  of  electing:  five 
members  to  represent  them  in  a  General  Assembly,  to  be  held  in  the  island  of  Antigua,  on  a 
daytherein  mentioned. 

That  your  memorialists  were  summoned  individually  to  meet  Her  Majesty's  representa- 
tive and  the  Honourable  House  of  Assembly,  in  order  that  the  oath  might  be  administered 
to  the  secretary  to  take  the  votes  for  the  election  of  five  members  as  atiKDve  mentioned. 

That  your  memorialists,  however  desirous  they  may  have  been  to  co-operate  with  He 
Majesty's  representative  in  fonning  a  General  Council  and  General  Assembly,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enacting  such  general  laws  and  ordinances  as  may  have  been  considered  proper  and 
convenient  for  the  several  islands  of  this  Government,  the  laws  and  legal  customs  of  each 
particular  island  being  secured  to  them ;  yet,  having  learnt  that  the  object  of  his  Excellency 
the  Govern or-in-chie^  as  expressed  in  his  letter  to  the  President  and  Council  of  the  island 
of  Antigua,  under  date  30th  December  1837,  a  copy  of  which  your  memorialists  crave 
leave  to  annex  (marked  A.),  was  to  destroy  the  legislative  functions  of  the  colonial  Councils 
and  Assemblies,  and  to  transfer  them  exclusively  to  the  General  Council  and  General  As- 
sembly, felt  themselves  compelled  to  adopt  the  resolutions,  a  copy  of  which  your  memo- 
rialists also  crave  leave  to  annex  (marked  B.) 

That  your  memorialists  submit,  that,  in  declining  to  attend  for  the  purposes  of  ordering 
the  Colonial  Secretary,  upon  oath,  to  take  the  votes  of  the  freeholders,  they  exercised  a 
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constitutional  right  vested  in  them  by  one  of  the  laws  passed  for  the  purpose  of  settling  the       LEEWARD 
manner  in  which  the  elections  for  General  Assemblies  were  for  the  future  to  be  taken ;  and        ISLANDS, 
ihat  the  attendance  of  the  major  part  of  the  Council  and  of  the  Assembly  was  necessary  in  • 

order  to  give  validity  to  the  election,  appears  to  have  been  admitted  by  his  Excellency,  the 
iSovemor-in-chiefy  or  your  memorialists  would  not  have  been  summoned  to  attend  for  this 
purpose ;  nor  would  his  Excellency^  in  his  letter  above  alluded  to,  have  admitted  that  it 
would  be  necessary  that  the  Colonial  Legislatures  should  hereafter  exist  for  the  purpose 
only  of  dischar^ng  this  important  duty. 

Your  memorialists  further  submit,  that  an  election  did,  however,  take  place  in  the  presence 
of  his  Excellency  the  Lieutenant-governor,  of  two  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Council, 
and  four  of  the  members  of  the  Honourable  House  of  Assembly ;  that  a  very  inconsiderable 
number  of  the  freeholders  of  this  island  attended  and  did  elect  five  members  to  represent 
them  in  the  General  Assembly  at  Antigua,  as  will  appear  from  a  copy  of  the  poll  hereunto 
annexed,  (marked  C.)  and  that  a  proclamation  has  been  issued  by  his  Excellency  the 
Govemor-in-chief,  by  which  such  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  is  convened  to  be  held 
at  Antigua,  on  the  6th  day  of  March  next. 

That  your  memorialists,  duly  impressed  with  the  serious  consequences  which  may  result 
from  the  conflicting  opinions  held  by  his  Excellency  the  Govemor-in-chief,  and  by  the 
Council  and  Assembly  of  this  island,  more  particularly  at  a  period  when  the  second  great 
transition  from  slavery  to  unlimited  freedom  is  about  to  take  place  with  a  considerable 
proportion  of  our  labouring  population,  and  entertaining  the  strongest  doubts  whether  any 
measures  which  may  be  brought  under  the  consideration  of  a  General  Assembly,  so  elected, 
x^n  assume  the  authority  of  laws,  humbly  submit  this  im]>ortant  subject  to  your  Lordship's 
consideration,  which  ofiers  the  following  points  for  determination : — 

First,  whether  the  object  developed  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor-in-chief,  in  his  letter 
above  alluded  to,  of  transferring  from  the  colonial  Legislatures  to  the  General  Council  and 
Assembly  the  duties  of  future  legislation,  is  or  is  not  contrary  to  the  letter,  the  preamble, 
and  the  spirit  of  the  law  of  the  Leeward  Islands  passed  in  1705,  under  which  the  power  of 
summoning  General  Assemblies  is  vested  in  the  executive  authority,  and  to  the  charter  long 
since  granted  to  this  island,  of  an  independent  Legislature. 

Secondly,  whether  the  duty  imposed  on  the  major  part  of  the  Council  and  of  the  Assembly 
of  each  island  b]^  the  Act  of  the  Leeward  Islands,  passed  in  1694,  of  ordering  the  Secretary 
upon  oath  in  their  presence,  to  take  the  freeholders  votes,  was  or  was  not  a  deliberative  and 
not  a  ministerial  duty  only,  the  words  used  implying  the  probability  of  dissenting  opinions 
among  the  members  of  each  body,  and  therefore  contemplating  the  necessity  of  the  consent 
of  the  major  part  to  a  measure  so  important. 

Thirdly,  Whether  the  late  election  is  not  to  be  considered  illegal  and  void,  the  secretary 
not  having  been  ordered  by  the  major  part  of  the  Council  and  of  the  Assembly,  to  take  the 
freeholders'  votes  in  their  presence,  and  not  having  been  sworn  as  the  law  directs.  ^ 

That  your  memorialists,  desirous  of  expressing  their  dissent  to  the  measure  proposed  by 
his  Excellency  the  Govemor-in-chief,  in  a  manner  the  most  respectful  to  the  representative 
of  our  Most  Gracious  Queen,  preferred  the  course  they  pursued  to  that  of  appearing  at  the 
election,  and  then  refusing  to  give  the  required  order  to  the  secretary ;  and  your  memo- 
rialists in  conclusion  have  only  to  express  to  your  Lordship  their  readiness  to  aaopt  such  a 
construction  of  the  laws  alluded  to  as  may  be  advised  to  be  correct  by  the  law  officers  of 
the  Crown  in  the  mother  country. 

One  of  your  memorialists,  the  chief  iustice,  conceiving  that  the  law  of  1694,  imposed  a 
duty  on  him  ministerial  only,  attended  his  Excellency  the  Lieutenant-governor  on  the  occa- 
sion of  the  election,  but  concurs  in  the  expediencjr  of  submitting  the  points  herein  raised  to 
the  consideration  of  the  law  officers  of  the  Cro^n  in  the  mother  country. 

William  Greetheed  Crooke,  President. 
W.  fVhartm  Rawlins. 
Robert  Claxton. 
St.  Christopher,  February  8, 1838.  James  T.  Caines. 

J.  H.  Rawlins. 
Jos.  K.  Wattky. 


(A.) 

St.  Christopher. — At  a  Meeting  of  the  Board  of  Council,  held  at  the  Court-House 
in  the  Town  of  Basseterre,  on  Monday  the  29th  day  of  January  1838, 

It  was  resolved^ — ^That  this  Board,  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  the  results 
likely  to  be  the  consequence  of  the  proclamation  of  his  Excellency  the  Govemor-in-chief, 
whereby  a  General  Council  and  Assembly  of  the  Leeward  Islands  was  convened  to  meet  in 
the  Island  of  Antigua,  and  doubtful  how  lar  the  several  Acts  which  authorize  this  important 
measure  may  now  l)e  in  force,  under  the  altered  circumstances  of  the  Government  of  these 
islands,  although  remaining  unrepealed  in  the  statute  book,  did  at  its  meeting  on  the  4th  day 
^f  January  instant,  authorize  His  Honour  the  President,  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  to  sign  the 
Precept  for  summoning  the  freeholders  of  this  island  to  elect  members,  reserving  at  the  same 
time  to  itself  the  right  of  more  mature  deliberation  on  the  expediency  of  the  general  measure. 

That  this  Board  was  at  that  time  under  the  impression  that  the  object  of  his  Excellency 
the  Governor-in-chief,  in  summoning  a  meeting  of  the  General  Council  and  General 
ilssembly,  would  be  to  submit  to  their  consideration  such  general  laws  and  ordinances  as 

6tl6.  M  3  might 
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LEEWARD       might  be  proper  for  all  the  islands,  and  that  the  laws  and  legal  customs  of  each  particulaT 
ISLA.ND&        island,  not  of  general  concern,  would  be  held  sacred,  and  that  the  meetings  of  socn  Genecal 
.....^.........^        Council  and  General  Assembly  would  terminate  as  in  the  year  1798,  when  the  subjects 

submitted  to  them  were  duly  considered  and  disposed  of. 

That  this  Board  have  therefore  perused,  with  feeling  of  surprise  and  re^t,  the  commn* 
nications  addressed  by  his  Excellency  the  Govemor-m-chief  to  the  President  and  Boaid 
of  Council  of  Antigua,  from  which  it  appears  to  be  in  the  contemplation  of  his  EzceUency, 
that  the  legislative  business  of  the  respective  islands  shall  be  principally,  if  not  exclusively, 
conducted  by  the  General  Council  and  G^eral  Assembly,  and  that  the  local  legislatures 
are  to  be  recognized  only  as  a  part  of  the  general  system  of  government,  they  being  reqiured 
to  hold  elections  and  make  returns  of  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly. 

That  this  Board,  from  a  careful  consideration  of  the  law  passed  in  1705,  under  which 
this  measure  is  now  adopted,  are  of  opinion  that  the  objects  ccmtemplated  by  bis  Excel- 
lency are  in  direct  opposition  to  the  letter  and  to  the  preamble  of  the  same,  as  well  as  to 
the  spirit  in  which  it  was  originally  framed,  and  would  defeat  and  annul  the  Act  of  this 
island  of  1727,  subsequently  passed,  by  which  the  several  parts  of  this  island,  formerly 
belonging  to  the  French,  are  enabled  to  choose  and  send  representatives  to  serve  in  tlie 
Assemblies  for  this  island,  and  to  declare  and  ascertam  (among  other  tilings)  the  number  of 
the  representatives  for  the  whole  island. 

lliat  this  Board  are  aware,  that  by  the  4th  clause  of  the  Act  (1705)  above  alluded  to,  the 
discretion  as  to  the  expediency  of  calling  a  meeting  of  the  Genecal  Council  and  Geoefal 
Assembly,  is  vested  in  the  executive  authority  of  these  islands ;  but  they  also  find,  that  by 
the  previous  Act^  passed  in  1694,  the  Lieutenant-governor  and  the  maior  part  of  the  Council 
and  Assembly  for  the  time  being  of  each  island  are  required  to  give  their  order  to  the  secre- 
tary, upon  oath,  in  their  presence,  to  take  the  votes  of  the  freeholders ;  and  that  although  the 
subsequent  law  declares  that  the  refusal  or  neglect  to  appear  of  the  members  so  chosen, 
shall  not  exempt  the  island  which  they  represent  from  due  obedience  to  Uie  laws  enacted 
by  the  General  Council  and  Assembly,  yet  there  is  no  enactment  under  which  obedioMse 
to  such  laws  is  enforced^  when  the  major  part  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  of  each 
island  neglect  or  refuse  to  sanction  the  election  by  their  presaoce. 

That  this  Board  are  consequently  of  opinion  that  the  law  has  reserved  to  each  indepen- 
dent legislature  a  deliberative  voice,  in  a  measure  so  impcntant  to  the  best  interests  of  each 
island,  and  has  not  imposed  upon  them  a  ministerial  duty  only ;  and,  therefore,  most  re- 
spectfully, but  firmly,  withhold  their  sanction  in  the  present  instance  to  a  measure  which 
appears  to  them  calculated  to  destroy  the  independence  of  the  legislature  ct  this  island,  of 
which  they  form  a  most  responsible  part. 

That  wnenever  this  opinion,  carefully  and  deliberately  formed,  shall  be  determined  by 
competent  and  judicial  authority  to  be  contrary  to  the  true  construction  of  the  law,  tfaie 
Board  will  immediately  and  willingly  render  to  the  law  the  due  obedience  of  respect&l 
subjects. 

That  this  Board  will  yield  to  no  class  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  in  affectionate  loyalty  to 
Her  most  sacred  person,  in  respect  to  the  distinguished  individual  who  now  exercises  the 
superintending  Government  of  these  islands,  or  in  willing  obedience  to  tlie  laws  in  foroe; 
but  the  same  fire  which  warms  and  animates  these  sacred  feelings  compels  them  to  watch 
with  unceasing  anxiety  over  the  interests,  which,  as  the  Legislative  Council  of  this  ancient 
and  loyal /colony,  are  partly  entrusted  to  their  care. 


(B.) 
St.  Christopher. 
Poll  for  the  Election  of  Five  Representatives  to  serve  in  the  General  Assembly, 
1  February  1838. — {Vide  No.  8,  page  92.) 


(No.  2.) 

Memorial  from  the  Assembly  of  St.  Christopher. 

TO  Our  Most  Gracious  Sovereign  Lady,  Victoria,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  Queen,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c. 

Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  House  of  Assembly  of  your 
Majesty's  Island  of  Saint  Christopher,  pray  leave,  in  approaching  your  Majesty  with  this 
our  humble  petition,  to  express  the  deep  and  ardent  feelings  of  duty,  respect,  and  affection 
with  which  we  are  animated  towards  your  royal  and  sacred  person. 

May  it  please  your  Majesty,  since  the  year  1705,  only  one  instance  has  been  known 
in  your  Majesty's  Leeward  Charibbee  Islands  of  the  convocation  of  a  General  Council 
and  General  Assembly;  this  happened  in  the  year  1708,  when,  with  the  consent,  and  at  the 
request  of  the  five  islands  composing  the  Leeward  government,  such  general  meeting  was 
convened  to  consider  of  a  subject  of  general  interest,  but  not  to  interfere  with  the  local 
assemblies,  nor  to  supersede  their  functions  in  any  other  particular. 

In  the  year  1711,  the  part  of  this  island  then  belonging  to  the  British  Crown,  was 

foverned  by  a  Council  and  Assembly  of  its  own;  in  1713,  by  virtue  of  the  Treaty  of 
Itrecht,  the  whole  of  this  island  became  a  domain  of  the  Crown ;  in  1726  his  then  Majesty, 

King 
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King  George  L,  was  graciously  pleased,  by  his  royal  commission,  to  provide  for  the  final        LEEWARD 
disposal  of  those  parts  of  this  island  then  formerly  belonging  to  the  French,  and  in  1727,  the        ISLANDS . 
whole  of  this  island  obtained  a  constitution  consisting  of  a  wyemor,  a  Coimcil,  and  a  House        —.......^..^ 

of  Assembly,  under  which  constitution  the  island  has  been  governed  up  to  the  present  time; 
to  this  the  general  meeting  in  1798  cannot  be  considered  an  exception,  as  that  meeting  was 
hfekl  to  take  cognizance  of  one  single  object  affecting  the  ^neral  interest,  and,  as  before 
stated,  not  only  with  the  consent,  but  at  the  request  of  the  legislators  of  the  several  islands. 

It  was,  therefore,  may  it  please  Your  Majesty,  with  the  utmost  concern  and  astonishment 
that  we  learnt  that  his  Excellency,  the  Governor  and  Commander  in  chief  of  this  govem- 
menty  bad  issued  his  proclamation,  requirmg  the  Leeward  Charibbee  Islands  to  elect  and  send 
members  to  attend  a  G^eneral  Assembly  at  Antigua. 

Witibout  adverting  to  the  several  changes  in  this  government  since  1705,  which  alone 
seem  to  prove  that  such  a  convocation  cannot  now  be  legally  effected  in  these  islands ;  with- 
out adverting  to  the  virtual  repeal  of  the  laws  of  the  Leeward  Islands  by  our  said  Assembly 
Act  of  1727,  we  crave  leave  to  look  only  to  the  laws  of  your  Majesty's  Leeward  Islands,  No, 
14,  passed  in  1694,  and  No.  28,  passed  in  1705,  to  which  Acts  we  pray  your  Majesty's  atten- 
tion. And  we  have  further  to  pray  that  your  Majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  direct 
your  Majesty's  Minister  for  the  Colonial  Department  to  lay  before  your  Majesty  Sir 
William  Colebrooke's  despatch  to  him.  No.  26,  and  his  I/)rdship's  answers.  No.  7  and  17, 
firom  which  it  will  app^  to  your  Majesty  that  his  Lordship  was  fully  aware  of  the  diffi- 
culties, and  also  the  trouble  and  expense  attending  such  convocation,  provided  even  that  it 
could  be  legally  effected. 

On  the  2d  day  of  January  last  his  Excellency  Sir  William  Colebrooke  issued  his  pro- 
clamation, copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed  (No.  1). 

On  the  4th  January  our  Legislature  were  called  together,  when  our  Lieutenant-governor 
laid  before  us  a  circular  letter  from  Sir  William  Colebrooke,  and  his  writ  under  his  hand  * 
and  seal,  copies  of  which  circular  and  writ  are  hereto  annexed,  marked  No.  2  and  No.  3. 

After  considering  these  documents,  the  House  of  Assembly  resolved,  "That  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  House,  that  a  convocation  of  a  General  Council  and  General  Assembly  of 
tike  Leeward  Charibbee  Islands  is  highly  inexpedient,  and  may  lead  to  results  injunous 
to  the  interests  of  this  country." 

This  Resolution  was  duly  forwarded  to  our  Lieutenant-governor,  with  the  following  Letter :  — - 

Sir,  Assembly  Room,  4  Januaiy  1838. 

I  AM  directed  by  this  House  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  it  cannot  concur  in  issuing 
the  precept  for  the  election  of  members  to  serve  in  the  Oeneral  Assembly  proposed  to  be 
held  at  Saint  John's,  Antigua,  on  the  1 5th  proximo. 

I  have,  &c. 
To  his  Excellency  the  Lieut.-(}ovemor,  (signed)        A.  Hart  Rawlins,  Speaker. 

&c.  See.  See. 

To  which  his  Excellency  returned  the  following  reply : — 

Sir,  Council  Chamber,  4  January  1838. 

In  reply  to  the  letter  which  your  Honour  addressed  to  me,  announcing  the  decision  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  on  my  communication  relative  to  the  meeting  of  the  General 
Assembly,  I  beg  to  record  my  regret  that  the  House  of  Assembly  has  not  concurred  in  the 
preliminary  measure  of  issuing  the  proposed  precept. 

I  have,  &c. 
To  his  Honour  the  Speaker.  (signed)        H.  M'Leod. 

As  the  deliberative  right  of  the  Assembly  to  concur  in  the  measure  had  been  thus  far 
acknowledged,  and  as  tne  House  had,  on  consideration,  constitutionally,  as  we  humbly  con- 
ceived, withheld  its  assent,  the  House  concluded  that  the  measure  was  duly  disposed  of; 
but  to  their  astonishment  they  found,  that  the  Lieutenant-governor  had  since  issued  his 
proclamation,  copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed  (No.  4),  and  also  a  writ  addressed  to  the 
Secretary,  copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed  (No.  6),  and  to  which  writ  we  humbly  crave 
leave  to  pray  your  Majesty's  particular  attention,  and  pray  you  to  contrast  it  with  the  first 
writ  which  was  addressed  to  the  Legislature. 

On  the  29th  January  a  meeting  took  place  of  the  Council  and  Assembly,  when  the 
Council  adopted  the  Resolutions,  copy  of  which  is  annexed  (No.  6) ;  and  the  Assembly 
adopted  certain  Resolutions,  copy  of  which  is  annexed  (No.  7). 

Notwithstanding  these  Resolutions  of  the  two  branches  of  the  Legislature,  the  Lieutenant- 
governor  attended  at  the  Common  Court  Hall  on  the  1st  day  of  February,  and,  although 
not  assisted  by  h  major  part  of  the  Council  or  of  the  Assembly,  administered  the  oath  to 
the  Colonial  Secretary,  opened  the  poll,  and  proceeded  to  hold  the  election.  A  copy  of  the 
poll  is  annexed  (No.  8). 

From  these  proceedings  your  Majesty  will  observe  that,  in  the  first  instance,  his  Excel- 
lency the  Governor  and  Commander-in-chief  concluded,  from  the  Acts  of  1694  and  1706, 
that  the  consent  of  the  Council  and  Assembly,  or  a  majority  of  the  same,  was  necessary,  and 
af^ied  to  them  for  it 

That  when  the  said  Council  and  Assembly  constitutionally,  as  they  humbly  conceived, 
withheld  their  assent,  his  Excellency  affected  to  treat  the  Act  of  1694  as  a  nulhty,  and  pro- 
ceeded under  the  Act  of  1705  without  such  consent,  which  proceeding,  we  humbly  submit 
to  your  Majesty,  is  an  infringement  of  our  rights,  and  an  invasion  of  our  constitution,  which 
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LEEWARD       ^®  ^^  bound  to  lay  before  your  Majesty,  and  most  respectfully  to  pray  your  Majesty's- 
ISLANDS.        most  gracious  interference. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  on  the  legal  difficulties  affecting  the  measure,  but  it  is  right  to 

inform  your  Majesty,  that  this  colony  cannot  afford  the  expense  of  it,  even  if  we  saw  any 
public  necessity  for  it ;  and  with  sorrow  and  regret  we  must  add,  that  so  far  from  any  good 
resulting  from  Sir  William  Colebrooke's  perseverance  in  this  matter,  the  colony  has  been 
thrown  into  an  excitement  injurious  to  the  pubhc  welfare. 

It  may  be  inferred,  that  the  Assembly  of  this  island  (consisting  of  26  members)  withheld 
their  assent  contrary  to  the  feelings  of  their  constituents  ;  but,  to  rebut  such  presumption, 
we  humbly  pray  your  Majesty's  attention  to  a  protest  (copy  of  which  is  annexed.  No,  9),  by 
which  you  will  perceive  that  91  of  the  freeholders  of  this  island  approve  of  the  conduct  of 
the  Legislature,  whereas  only  20  attended  the  election. 

We  also  anhex  a  protest  oi  the  residents  in  this  island,  not  being  freeholders,  (copy  No.  10.) 

We  beg  leave  to  add  that  if  any  public  measure,  deeply  affecting  these  islands  generally, 
had  seemed  to  justify  the  expense  and  trouble  of  a  general  convocation,  we  might,  for  the 
general  good,  have  followed  the  precedent  of  1798,  but  on  reference  to  Sir  William  Cole- 
brooke's  correspondence  with  your  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  and  his 
circular  addressed  to  the  officers  administering  the  government  in  the  several  islands,  it 
appears  that  Sir  William  Colebrooke's  desire  is  to  convene  a  General  Council  and  General 
Assembly;  to  keep  it  together  for  an  indefinite  period  of  time  at  great  inconvenience  and 
expense ;  and  above  all,  to  invest  it  with  full  power  of  legislation,  thereby  superseding  the 
rights  of  our  Colonial  Assembly,  an  object  which  (we  humbly  submit)  cannot  be  effected  by 
the  unaided  prerogative  of  the  Crown. 

If  the  Imperial  Parliament  had  aided  that  authority,  our  compliance  as  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects  would  have  followed,  but  as  it  was  left  to  be  aided  by  the  consent  of  the  Legisla- 
tures here,  we  exercised  the  right  of  dissent. 

Under  these  circumstances,  we  most  humbly  entreat  that  your  Majesty  will  be  graciously 
pleased  to  take  this  our  humble  petition  into  your  Royal  consideration  and  to  afford  us  such 
protection  and  relief  in  the  premises,  as  to  your  Majesty  shall  seem  just. 

That,  under  Divine  Providence,  your  Majesty  may  enjoy  a  long,  happy,  and  prosperous 
reign,  is  the  heartfelt  and  sincere  hope  and  wish  ot  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal, 
sulyects,  the  House  of  Assembly  of  your  Majesty's  Island  of  Saint  Christopher. 

(signed)         A.  Hart  Rawlins,  Speaker, 


(1.) 
Pboclamation  by  Sir  W.  Colebrooke,  dated  21  December  1837 
{Vide  Enclosure  1,  in  No.  15,  page  24.) 


(2.) 

(Circular.) — General  Assembly  of  the  Leeward  Islands,  dated  21  December  1837. 
(Vide  Enclosure  2,  in  No.  16,  page  26.) 


(3.) 

Antigua. — ^Victoeia,  by  the  grace  of  God  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  Queen,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

To  the   Lieutenant-governor  and  the   Council   and   Assembly  of    the   Island  of  Saint ' 

Christopher,  greeting, 

W.  M.  G.  (l.  s.)  Colebrooke. 

Whereas  his  Excellency  the  Commander-in-chief  has  judged  it  necessary  for  our  service, 
and  the  good  and  welfare  of  the  Caribbee  Leevirard  Islands,  to  call  together  the  General 
Council  and  General  Assembly,  we  therefore  command  you,  the  said  Lieutenant-governor 
and  the  said  Council  and  Assembly  to  cause  the  freeholders  of  your  island  that  are  quali- 
fied by  law  to  meet  together  on  Thursday  the  1st  day  of  February,  at  the  hour  of  9  a.m., 
at  the  Court  House,  in  the  tovm  of  Basseterre,  then  and  there  to  elect  and  make  choice  of 
five  able  and  discreet  men,  being  freeholders  within  the  said  island,  to  be  their  representa- 
tives, and  to  join  the  Commander-in-chief  and  General  Council  at  the  Court  House,  in  the 
town  of  Saint  John,  in  this  Island  of  Antigua,  at  12  o'clock  at  noon,  on  Thursday  the  16th 
day  of  February  next  ensuing  the  date  hereof,  then  and  there  to  make,  enact,  and  ordain 
such  general  laws  and  ordinances  as  may  be  proper  and  convenient  for  all  the  aforesaid 
Caribbee  Leeward  Islands,  on  which  day  you  are  to  make  a  due  return  of  your  proceedings 
annexed  to  this  vn*it. 

Witness,  his  Excellency  Lieutenant-colonel  Sir   William  MacBean  George  Colebrooke, 

Knight  of  Hanover,    Goveriior  and  Commander-in-chief  in  and  over  the  islands  of. 

Antigua,  Montserrat,  Barbuda,  Saint  Christopher,  Nevis,  Anguilla,  the  Virgin  Islands, 

and  Dominica,  Chancellor,  Vice-Admiral,  and  Ordinary  of  the  same,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
Dated  at  Government-House,  Antigua,  this  2l8t  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  Our* 

Lord,  1837y  and  of  Her  Majesty's  reign  the  first. 
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(4.) 

Likutenant-governob's  Proclamation. 
St.  Christopher. — By  his  Excellency  the  LieutenantpGovernor. 

(L.8.)        H.  Macleod. 
A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  I  caused  the  Council  and  Assembly  of  this  island  to  be  summoned  to  meet 
me  on  the  1st  day  of  February  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon^  at  the  Court  House  in 
the  town  of  Basseterre,  in  ordel'  that  the  oath  might  be  administered  to  the  Secretary,  to 
take  the  votes  for  the  election  of  five  members  to  serve  in  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Leeward  Caribbee  Islands :  And  whereas  the  Council  and  Assembly  have  since  resolved, 
for  stated  reasons,  (which  I  do  not  deem  suflBcient,)  not  to  obey  the  said  summons ;  and 
whereas  the  freeholders  or  some  of  them  may  think  that  this  determination  on  the  part  of 
the  above-mentioned  bodies  will  prevent  the  election  from  proceeding  :  Now,  therefore,  I, 
Sir  Henry  George  Macleod,  as  the  Queen's  dutiful  servant,  do  hereby  proclaim  that  I  will 
repair  to  the  Court  House  in  the  town  of  Basseterre  to-morrow,  the  said  1st  day  of  February, 
at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  that  I  will  remain  there  until  four  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, and  by  virtue  of  my  authority,  as  Her  Majesty's  representative  in  this  island,  cause 
the  votes  of  the  freeholders  qualified  by  law  to  be  taken  in  my  presence,  for  the  election  of 
members  to  serve  in  the  General  Assembly  convened  to  meet  at  Antigua.  And  I  do  hereby 
call  upon  Her  Majesty's  subjects  in  anywise  concerned,  to  give  their  attendance  at  the  time 
and  place  above-mentioned. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Island  of  Saint  Christopher,  at  the  Government 
House,  this  30th  day  of  January  1838,  and  in  the  first  year  of  Her  Majesty's  reign. 

God  save  the  Queen  ! 


(5.) 
Copy  of  the  Governor-gen bral's  Writ,  dirbcted  to  the  Secretary. 

Antigua. —  Victoria,  by  the  grace  of  God  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  Queen,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  Sec.  &c.  8ic. 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Island  of  Saint  Christopher,  greeting, 

W.  M.  G.  (L.s.)  CoUbrooke. 

Whereas  his  Excellency  tlie  Commander-in-chief  has  judged  it  necessary  for  our  ser- 
vice and  the  good  and  welfare  of  the  Caribbee  Leeward  Islands,  to  call  together  the  General 
Council  and  General  Assembly,  we  therefore  command  you  that  you  cause  to  be  summoned 
the  several  and  respective  freeholders  of  this  island  of  oaint  Christopher,  that  are  qualified 
by  law,  to  meet  at  the  Court  House  in  the  town  of  Basseterre,  at  the  hour  of  nine  o  clock  in 
the  forenoon  of  Thursday  the  1st  day  of  February  next  ensuing,  then  and  there  to  elect  and 
make  choice  of  five  able  and  discreet  men,  being  freeholders  of  the  said  island  of  Saint 
Christopher,  to  be  their  representatives  to  serve  in  the  General  Assembly  of  the  said 
Caribbee  Islands,  and  to  join  with  the  said  Commander-in-chief  and  General  Council, 
to  make,  enact,  and  ordain  such  general  laws  and  ordinances  as  may  be  proper  and  conve- 
nient for  all  the  Caribbee  Leeward  islands,  which  representatives  so  elected  and  chosen  are 
to  meet  our  said  Commander-in-chief  and  General  Council,  at  the  Court  House  in  the  town 
of  Saint  John,  in  the  island  of  Antigua,  at  the  hour  of  12  o'clock  in  the  noon  of  Tliursday, 
the  16th  day  of  February  next. 

Witness,  his  Excellency  Lieutenant-colonel  Sir  William  MacBean  George  Colebrooke, 
Knight  of  Hanover,  Governor  and  Commander-in-chief  in  and  over  me  islands  of 
Antigua,  Montserrat,  Barbuda,  Saint  Christopher,  Nevis,  Anguilla,  the  Virgin  Islands, 
and  Dominica,  Chancellor,  Vice-Admiral,  ana  Ordinary  of  the  same,  &c.  8cc.  &c. 


(6.) 
Resolutions  of  the  Board  of  Council. 


LEEWARD 
ISLANDS. 


Resolved, — That  this  Board,  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  the  results  likely  to 
be  the  consequence  of  the  proclamation  of  his  Excellency  tne  Govemor-in-chief,  whereby 
a  General  Council  and  Assembly  of  the  Leeward  Islands  was  convened  to  meet  in  the 
island  of  Antigua,  and  doubtful  how  far  the  several  Acts  which  authorize  this  important 
measure  may  now  be  in  force  under  the  altered  circumstances  of  the  government  of  these 
islands,  although  remaining  unrepealed  in  the  statute  book,  did  at  its  meeting  on  die  4th 
day  of  January  instant,  authorize  his  Honor  the  President,  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  to  sien 
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LECWARD  ^^  precept  for  summoning  the  freeholders  of  this  island  to  elect  members,  reserving  at  the 
ISLANDS.  sstme  time  to  itself  the  right  of  more  mature  deliberation  on  the  expediency  of  the  general 
^_^„^_...^       measure. 

That  this  Board  was  at  that  time  under  the  impression  that  the  object  of  his  Excellency 
the  Govemor-in-chief,  in  summoning  a  meeting  of  the  General  Council  and  General  Assem- 
bly^ would  be  to  submit  to  their  consideration  such  general  lai^s  and  ordinances  as  might  be 
proper  for  all  the  islands,  and  that  the  laws  and  legal  customs  of  each  particular  island  not 
of  general  concern,  would  be  held  sacred,  and  that  ihe  meetings  of  such  General  Council 
and  General  Assembly  would  terminate  as  in  the  year  1798,  when  the  subjects  submitted  to 
them  were  duly  considered  and  disposed  of. 

That  this  Board  have  therefore  perused  with  feelings  of  surprise  and  regret  the  communi- 
cations addressed  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor-in-chief  to  the  President  and  Board  of 
Council  of  Antigua,  from  which  it  appears  to  be  in  the  contemplation  of  his  Excellency  that 
the  legislative  business  of  the  respective  islands  shall  be  principally,  if  not  exclusively,  con- 
ducted by  the  General  Council  and  General  Assembly,  and  that  the  local  legislatures  are  to 
be  recognized  only  as  a  part  of  the  general  system  of  government,  they  being  required  to 
hold  elections,  and  to  make  returns  of  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly. 

That  this  Board,  from  a  careful  consideration  of  the  law  passed  in  1706,  under  which  this 
measure  is  now  adopted,  are  of  opinion  that  the  objects  contemplated  by  his  Excellency  are 
in  direct  opposition  to  the  letter  and  to  the  preamble  of  the  same,  as  well  as  to  the  spirit  in 
which  it  was  originally  framed,  and  would  defeat  and  annul  the  Act  of  this  island  of  1727, 
subsequently  passed,  by  which  the  several  parts  of  this  island,  formerly  belonging  to  the 
French,  are  enabled  to  choose  and  send  representatives  to  serve  in  the  Assemblies  for  this 
island,  and  to  declare  and  ascertain  (among  other  things)  the  number  of  the  representatives 
for  the  whole  island. 

That  this  Board  are  aware  that  by  the  fourth  clause  of  the  Act  above  alluded  to  the  dis- 
cretion as  to  the  expediency  of  calling  a  meeting  of  the  General  Council  and  General 
Assembly  is  vested  in  the  executive  authority  of  these  islands ;  but  they  also  find  that  by  the 
previous  Act  passed  in  1694,  the  Lieutenant-governor  and  tfie  major  part  of  the  Council 
and  Assembly  for  the  time  being,  of  each  island,  are  required  to  give  their  order  to  the 
Secretary,  upon  oath  m  their  presence,  to  take  the  votes  of  the  freeholders  and  that 
although  the  subsequent  law  declares  that  the  refusal  or  neglect  to  appear  of  the  members 
80  chosen,  shall  not  exempt  the  island  which  they  represent  from  due  obedience  to  the  lavra 
enacted  by  the  General  Council  and  Assembly,  yet  there  is  no  enactment  under  which 
obedience  to  such  laws  is  enforced,  when  the  major  part  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  of 
each  island  neglect  or  refuse  to  sanction  the  election  by  their  presence. 

That  this  Board  are  consequently  of  opinion  that  the  law  has  reserved  to  each  independent 
legislature  a  deliberative  voice  in  a  measure  so  important  to  the  best  interests  of  each  island, 
.  and  has  not  imposed  upon  them  a  ministerial  duty  only,  and  therefore  most  respectfully,  but 
firmly,  withhold  their  sanction,  in  the  present  instance,  to  a  measure  which  appears  to  them 
calculated  to  destroy  the  independence  of  the  legislature  of  this  island,  of  which  they  form  a 
most  responsible  part. 

That  whenever  this  opinion,  carefully  and  deliberately  formed,  shall  be  determined  by 
competent  and  judicial  authority,  to  be  contrary  to  the  true  construction  of  the  law,  the 
Board  will  immediately  and  readily  render  to  the  law  the  due  obedience  of  respectful 
subjects. 

That  this  Board  will  yield  to  no  class  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  in  affectionate  loyalty  to 
her  most  sacred  person  ;  in  respect  to  the  distinguished  individual  who  now  exercises  the 
'  su^rintending  government  of  these  islands ;  or  in  willing  obedience  to  the  laws  in  force; 
but  the  same  fire  which  warms  and  animates  these  sacred  feelings  compels  them  to  watch, 
with  unusual  anxiety,  over  the  interests  which,  as  the  Legislative  Council  of  this  ancient  and 
loyal  colony,  are  partly  entrusted  to  their  care. 


(7.) 
Resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 


1.  That  this  House  having  on  a  former  occasion  recorded  its  opinion  that  the  convocation 
of  a  Geiieral  Council  and  General  Assembly  of  the  Leeward  Caribbee  Islands  would  be 
highly  inexpedient  and  might  lead  to  results  iniurious  to  the  interests  of  this  colony,  and 
having,  in  consonance  with  such  opinion,  declined  to  join  issuing  any  precept  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  an  election  to  take  nlace,  for  the  members  to  serve  for  this  island  in  the  General 
Assembly  proclaimed  to  be  held  on  the  16th  day  of  the  ensuing  February  have  since  learned 
with  the  deepest  regret  that  his  Excellency  the  Governor-general  has  seen  fit  to  issue  a  writ 
to  the  Secretary  for  this  island,  commanding  him  to  cause  to  be  summoned  the  several  and 
respective  freeholders  of  this  island  of  Saint  Christopher  that  are  qualified  by  law  to  meet 
at  the  Court  House,  in  the  town  of  Basseterre,  at  the  hour  of  nine  o  clock  in  the  forenoon  of 

Thursday, 
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Thursday,  the  Ist  day  of  February  next  ensuing,  then  and  there  to  elect  and  make  choice  LREWARD 
of  five  able  and  discreet  men,  being  freeholders  of  the  said  island  of  Saint  Christopher,  to  ISLANDS. 
be  their  representatives  to  serve  in  the  General  Assembly  of  the  said  Caribbee  Islands. 

2.  That  this  House,  upon  a  more  mature  consideration  of  this  subject,  so  far  from  being  in 
any  wise  shaken  in  their  former  opinion,  are  the  more  firmly  persuaded  that  the  consequences 
which  would  of  necessity  result  from  the  convocation  of  a  Greneral  Council  and  General 
Assembly  would  inevitably  prove  highly  injurious,  and  perhaps  even  ruinous  to  the  prosperity 
and  eood  government  of  this  island,  and  amongst  other  evils  which  would  accrue  to  this 
island  from  such  a  convocation  this  House,  after  a  most  careful  nerusal  of  a  communication 
made  on  the  30th  day  of  December  last  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor-General  to  the 
Honourable  the  President  and  the  Board  of  Council,  and  the  Honourable  the  Speaker  and  the 
House  of  Assembly  of  Antigua,  cannot  but  greatly  fear,  that  an  attempt  would  be  made,  by 
means  of  convocations  of  General  Councils  and  General  Assemblies,  virtually  to  annihilate 
the  legislative  constitution  of  this  island  as  at  present  by  law  established. 

3.  That,  regard  being  had  to  the  knowledge  and  information  usually  acquired  by  persons 
long  resident  ui  any  particular  country  or  community,  especially  when  those  persons  have 
been  in  the  discharge  of  important  political  duties,  as  to  the  consequences  likely  to  result  to 
such  particular  country  or  community  from  any  proposed  political  measure  afiecting  the 
same  ;  this  House  cannot  but  entertain  the  belief  that  it  is  as  capable  of  coming  to  a  sound 
conclusion  with  respect  to  the  consequences  hkely  to  result  to  this  island  from  the  convo- 
cation of  a  General  Council  and  General  Assembly,  as  his  Excellency  the  Governor-general, 
who  has  but  lately  assumed  the  command  of  this  Government,  and  who  has  not  hitherto 
honoured  this  part  of  his  government  at  any  one  time  with  his  presence. 

4.  That  this  House,  apart  from  all  other  considerations,  is  also  of  opinion  that  there  do  not 
exist  any  objects  of  sufficient  importance  to  the  general  welfare  of  the  Leeward  Caribbee 
Islands  to  justify  the  trouble,  inconvenience,  and  expenditure  necessarily  attendant  upon  the 
measure  of  bringing  together  their  representatives. 

6.  That  supposing  the  Acts  of  1694  and  1706,  under  and  by  virtue  of  which  it  is  proposed 
to  convoke  a  General  Council  and  General  Assembly,  to  be  still  in  existence  and  operation, 
with  respect  to  which,  however,  this  House  entertains  the  most  serious  doubts,  yet  it  is  clear 
to  this  House  from  the  wording  and  construction  of  those  respective  Acts,  that  whilst  they 
were  intended  to  give  to  the  (5)mmander-in-chief  for  the  time  beinff  the  power  of  taking  the 
first  step  necessary  to  the  convocation  of  General  Councils  and  General  Assemblies,  they 
were  intended  equally  to  afibrd  and  do  equally  afford  to  the  local  legislatures  of  the  respective 
islands  to  be  affected  by  the  same,  a  constitutional  mode  of  expressing  their  respective  assent 
to  or  dissent  from  any  such  convocation,  and  that  this  expression  of  their  assent  to  or  dissent 
from  any  such  proposed  convocation  was  intended  to  be  and  is  to  be  indicated  by  their 
presence  at  or  aosence  from  the  place  appointed  for  the  holding  of  the  election  of  membeiB 
to  serve  in  the  General  Assembly  for  the  particular  island  of  which  they  form  the  local 
Legislature;  witness  the  only  instance  of  record  since  1705  of  a  general  meeting  in  1798, 
which  was  convened,  at  the  request  of  the  several  colonies  in  the  government  to  consider 
of  one  question  of  general  concern,  which  was  embodied  in  the  only  law  they  framed,  called 
our  Amelioration  Act,  and  which  was  restricted  in  its  operation  until  his  Majesty's  pleasure 
respecting  it  could  be  made  known. 

6.  That  this  House  cannot  avoid  expressing  the  most  sincere  sorrow  that  any  circum- 
stances should  have  arisen  which  render  it  impossible  for  them  to  concur  in  the  views  or 
comply  with  the  wishes  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor-general ;  for,  yielding  to  no  portion 
of  the  subjects  of  our  most  gracious  Queen  in  loyal  affection,  duty,  and  respect,  we  have  ever 
been  and  are  most  desirous  and  anxious  to  pay  to  the  representatives  of  our  most  gracious 
Sovereign  the  most  dutiful  obedience  in  acquiescing  in  all  such  measures  as  may  be  proposed 
by  his  Excellency  to  be  carried  into  effect  m  the  government  over  which  he  presides ;  but 
entertaining  upon  the  present  occasion  an  overwhelming  persuasion  that  the  convocation  of 
a  General  Council  and  General  Assembly  would  be  fatal  to  theprosperity  of  this  island,  this 
House  is  reluctantly  compelled  to  declare  its  intention  of  expressing  constitutionally  its 
dissent  from  such  a  convocation,  by  being  absent  from  the  Court  House  of  this  island  on 
Thursday  the  1st  day  of  February  next,  being  the  day  appointed  for  the  election  of  five 
members  to  serve  for  this  island  m  the  General  Assembly,  and  by  such  absence  using  its 
constitutional  right  of  preventing  the  return  of  any  such  members. 

7.  That  this  House,  whatever  opinion  they  hold  of  the  proceedings  in  the  present  instance, 
entertain  too  high  a  respect  for  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  and  too  deep  a  conviction  of  the 
evil  example  they  would  hold  out  to  Her  Majesty's  subjects,  to  hesitate  for  one  moment  to 
execute  any  function  prescribed  by  the  law,  but  conceiving,  as  they  do  most  firmly,  that  they 
are  called  upon  to  perform  not  a  ministerial  but  a  deUberative  act,  they  have  adopted  the 
foregoing  resolutions,  pursuing,  as  they  humbly  conceive,  the  only  course  left  them  to  preserve 
the  best  interests  of  this  colony. 
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R.  B.  Cleghorn. 


William  Amory 
Mich.  Maillara 
N.  J.  Lynch    - 
Henry  jFessnp  - 
Wm.  H.  Male 
Geo.  A.  Palmer 
Anth.  Tapshire 
William  Kelly 
James  F.  Palmer 
John  H.  Gtirnett 
Thomas  Otdey 
Joseph  Eudeue 
John  M'Sheen 
Thos.  Brownbill 
Sta.  A.  Tapshire 
Edward  Harris 
John  Berkeley 
R.  B.  Cleghorn 
Rich.  Chafienger 


Rd.  Challenger. 


William  Amory. 
Mich.  MaUlard 
N.  J.  Lynch    - 
Henry  Jessnp. 

Geo.  A.  Palmer 
Anth»  Tapshire 
William  Kelly 
James  F.  Palmer 
Joh^  H.  Gramett 
Thomas  Otdey 
Joseph  Eudelle 
John  M^Sheen 
Thos.  Brownbill 
Sta.  A.  l^pshire 
Edward  Harris 
John  Berkeley. 
R.  B.  Cleehom 
Rich.  ChaBenger 


A,  H.  Rawlins. 


StenartS.  Davis. 


Mich.  Maillard 
N.  J.  Lynch    - 

Wm.  H.  Male 
Geo.  A.  Palmer 


Wm.  H.  Male 


Thos.  Brownbill. 
Sta.  A.  Tapshire. 


R.  B.  Cleshom 
Rich.  ChaJlengerlRich 


H.J.  Woodcock. 


Mich.  Maillard. 
N,  J.  Lynch. 


William  Kelly 

John  H.  Gamett|John  H.  Gramett 
Thomas  Ottley 


R.  B.  Cl^hom 
ChaQenger 


Wm.  H.  Male 

psl 
Ke 


Anth.  Tapshire 
William  Kelly 


Thomas  Ottley 
Joseph  Jadelie. 


R.  B.  CWhom 
Rich.  Challenger 


J.  G.  Piguenit 


John  H.  Gamett 
Thomas  Ottley. 


G.  W.  Parson. 


Wm.  H.  Male. 

Anth.  Tapshire. 
William  Kelly. 


Edward  Harris. 


C.  A.  Berkely. 


Endonement  on  Poll. — Mr.  John  Abbott  Howe,  a  freeholder  objected  to  the  votes  of  Michael  Maillard,  Thomas 
Brownbill,  and  Charles  Augustas  Berkeley,  as  not  being  freeholders  qualified  by  law ;  but  as  the  objection  was  not 
taken  until  the  votes  were  recorded,  it  was  not  gone  into,  and  the  names  consequently  remained  on  the  polL 

(signed)        Thomas  Sarpen 


(9.) 

Copy  of  PROTEST  of  Fbeeholders  resident  in  the  Island  of  St,  Christopher. 

Saint  Christopher. 

The  subscribers,  resident  freeholders,  in  the  island  of  Saint  Christopher,  having  heard 
with  deep  regret  that  the  Governor-general  has  issued  a  writ  to  the  secretary,  to  summon 
the  freeholders  of  this  island  to  elect  five  members  to  represent  us  in  a  General  Assembly 
to  be  held  in  Antigua,  and  that  such  writ  is  to  be  executed  on  the  Ist  day  of  February, 
although  the  Council  and  Assembly  of  this  island  have  constitutionally  declined  to  be  parties 
to  it,  do  hereby  firmly  but  most  respectfully  protest  against  the  said  election,  because  we 
consider  that  the  Acts  of  1694  and  1705  of  the  Leeward  Islands  ceased  to  be  in  foix^e  in  this 
island  since  the  year  1727,  when  the  whole  of  this  island  obtained  an  independent  Council 
and  Assembly. 

That  even  admitting  that  they  are  in  force,  they  can  only  be  acted  upon  with  the  consent 
of  the  major  part  of  the  Council  and  Assembly,  who  (as  we  consider)  have  declined  to  con- 
cur upon  sound  constitutional  principles. 

That  in  recording  our  wishes  and  feelings  on  this  occasion,  we  record  also  our  deep  devo- 
tion and  loyalty  to  our  Most  Gracious  Sovereign  Victoria,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  Queen  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  also  our  respect  for  her  servants 
in  authority  over  us  in  this  island  ;  but  considering  the  present  measure  to  be  founded  on 
mistaken  views  of  the  law,  which  we  deeply  lament,  we  record  this  protest  as  a  preliminary 
to  an  humble  address  to  our  gracious  Sovereign,  praying  her  to  give  such  instructions  in  the 
premises  to  our  Governors  here,  as  will  in  future  prevent  any  attempt  to  convene  a  General 
Assembly  in  these  Leeward  Islands. 

The  above  signed  by  the  following  persons : 


A.  Hart  Rawlins. 
Aston  Davoren. 
J.  E.  Piguenit. 
Edward  Hazell. 
J.  Bradley. 
J.  W.  Penchoen. 
Walr.  Williamson. 
Jno.  R.  Thurston. 
James  Quelch. 
Edwin  Pickwood. 
J.  Salter. 
Wm.  Sealon. 


Archd.  PauU  Burt. 
Richd.  G.  Davoren. 
Jno.  Barr. 
J.  Earle  Tudor. 
Jno.  W.  Gould. 
F.  M.  Taylor. 
Thomas  Fell. 
J.  Haines,  Junr. 
Geo.  Wattley. 
George  Henry  Burt. 
Chs.  O'  Hara  Neate. 
Geo.  Watson. 


H.  Howe. 
J.  K.  Barnes. 
Howard  M.  Clifton. 
J.  M'Lachlan. 
Horatio  Adlam. 
Edwd.  Evans. 
Thomas  Burroughs. 
John  H.  Hill. 
Alexr.  M'Gregor. 
H.  R.  Semper. 
J.  Dickinson. 
Geo.  Beard. 


Wm. 
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Wm.  A.  Vauehan. 

George  A.  W.  Fahie. 

Chance  Croker,  x  his  mark. 

George  Jatam. 

Richd.  Cardin. 

Jno.  Jas.  Amory. 

George  Wattley,  x  his  mark. 

Wm.  C.  K.  Hellyer. 

John  Slack. 

William  Bradley,  x  his  mark 

Henry  Trench,  x  his  mark. 

J.  Delap  Wilson. 

Jas,  Thos.  Adams. 

George  Ward. 

Saml.  R,  Manchester. 

Roger  Woodbume. 

J.  J.  Swanston. 

W.  A.  Maillard. 

Jedh.  Kerie  Edmead. 


J.  H.  Rawlins. 
Geo.  Hy.  Burt,  Jun. 
John  Hunter  Walwyn. 
Wm,  M.  Abbott. 
John  Hazell, 
James  Warner. 
Abraham  W   ner. 
John  Jones,  x  his  mark. 
William  J.  Burroughs. 
Edward  Osborne. 
William  Gowan, 
Henry  Henderson. 
Stedman  Rawlins. 
Wm.  AUercott. 
H,  Hart  Wilson. 
Stedn.  Rawlins,  Sen, 
Chas.  Henville. 
Cavendish  Lister. 
Wm.  Penny  feather. 


W.  H.  B.  Francken. 
Edward  Gillard. 
J.  B.  Waterson. 
Richard  Challenger. 
George  M.  Fahie  Mercer, 
Thomas  Phipps,  Jun. 
Robert  Warner. 
Peter  Maillard. 
Isaac  Newton. 
Thos.  Phipps,  Sen. 
W.  Delves. 
Henry  B.  Henville. 
J.  T.  Caines,  M.D. 
A.  L.  French. 
G.  W.  Parsons. 
Edward  Hardtman. 
W.  W.  Rawlins. 


LEEWARD 
ISLANDS. 


(10-) 

Copy  of  PROTEST  of  Attornies  of  absent  Proprietors,  Professional  Men,  Merchants, 

Planters  and  others. 
Saint  Christopher. 

The  undersigned,  attornies  of  absent  proprietors,  professional  men,  merchants,  planters, 
and  others,  residing  in  this  island,  and  not  being  freeholders,  having  heard  with  deep  regret, 
that  the  Governor-general  has  issued  a  writ  to  the  secretary  to  summon  the  freeholders  of 
this  island  to  elect  five  members  to  represent  us  in  a  General  Assembly,  to  be  held  in 
Antigua,  and  that  such  writ  is  to  be  executed  on  this  1st  day  of  Febniary,  although  the 
Council  and  Assembly  of  this  Island  have  constitutionally  declined  to  be  parties  to  it,  do 
hereby  firmly  but  most  respectfully  protest  against  the  said  election,  because  we  consider 
that  the  Acts  of  1694  and  1705  of  the  Leeward  Islands,  ceased  to  be  in  force  in  this 
island  since  the  year  1727,  when  the  whole  of  this  island  obtained  an  independent  Council 
and  Assembly. 

That  even  admitting  that  they  are  in  force,  they  can  only  be  acted  upon  with  the  consent 
of  the  major  part  of  the  Council  and  Assembly,  who,  as  we  consider,  have  declined  to 
concur  upon  sound  constitutional  principles. 

That  in  recording  our  wishes  and  feelmgs  on  this  occasion,  we  record  also  our  deep  devo- 
tion and  loyalty  to  our  Most  Gracious  Sovereign  Victoria,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  Queen  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  also  our  res{)ect  for  her  servants  in 
authority  over  us  in  this  island ;  but  considering  the  present  measure  to  be  founded  on 
mistaken  views  of  the  law,  which  we  deeply  lament,  we  record  this  Protest  as  a  prelimi- 
nary to  an  humble  address  to  our  (rracious  Sovereign,  praying  her  to  give  such  instruction 
in  tne  premises  to  our  Governors  here,  as  will  in  future  prevent  any  attempt  to  convene  a 
General  Assembly  in  these  Leeward  Islands. 

Dated  at  Saint  Christopher  this  1st  day  of  February  1838. 

The  above  signed  by  the  following  persons : — 


Walter  Gray,  merchant. 

W.  B.  OmaJey,  student-at-law. 

A.  Bankhead,  merchant. 

D.  S.  Sanderson,  merchant. 

John  Hazell,  clerk  of  Assembly  and  church- 
warden. 

Robert  Matthews,  merchant. 

James  F.  S.  Tudor,  student-at-law. 

Thomas  Boon,  planter,  and  attorney  to  one 
absentee;  proprietor  of  one  estate  and 
several  houses  m  Basseterre. 

John  Richards,  churchwarden  of  Trinity,  Pal- 
metto Point. 

Henry  Charles  Greene,  attorney  of  two  ab- 
sentees, proprietors  of  seven  estates. 

Daniel  J.  Sughrue,  attorney  of  one  absentee, 
proprietor  of  one  estate. 

Sheffield  and  Beecher,  merchants. 

William  Swanston,  attorney  of  six  absent 
proprietors. 

S.  A.  Wade,  merchant. 
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Samuel  Jones,  planter. 
G.  Perry,  planter. 
George  M.  Tapshire,  merchant. 
A.  Beard,  planter. 

T.  P.  Bemdge,  clerk  of  Colonial  Bank* 
W.  H.  Cock,  M.D. 
Joseph  B.  Peniston,  gentleman* 
Hugn  Fleck,  planter. 
Thomas  Barrett,  planter. 
James  Cook,  planter. 
E.  B.  Armatrading. 
Thomas  H.  Hellyer. 
John  Cardin,  planter. 
Henry  Di^gins,  planter. 
John  Snel^  engineer. 
Robert  D.  Burt. 
William  H.  Walwyn,  planter. 
Luke  Barnes,  planter. 
Andrew  Cannonier,  planter. 
R.  Shelford. 
W.  A.  Henry. 
3  Hmnas 
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LEEWARD      Thomas  Wilkins.  H.  Rose  Ross,  attorney  of  one  estate. 

ISLANDS.       Samuel  Oaks  Taylor.  Thomas  Turner,  attorney  to  John  Swbddl, 

-.--—,.—.—       Edward  Rennels.  esq.,  two  estates,  and  forCaptain  WoodJ^, 

P.  F.  Blanchet.  R.  N.,  two  estates. 

Charles  F.  Amory,  planter.  Joseph  Kerie,  planter. 

William  Sendall^  planter.  Christopher  Patterson,  planter. 

James  Gould.  John  T.  Seyus,  printer. 

Alexander  F.  O'Loughlin.  J.  M.  Evans,  planter. 

Donald  M'Kenzie,  attorney  of  three  absent    P.  Robertson,  planter, 

proprietors  of  five  estates.  B.  Popplewell,  student-at-law. 

Thomas  A.  Hardtman,  planter.  J*  Pickering,  planter. 


(No.  3.) 

Mr,  President,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Council, 
Mr.  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly. 

After  the  decision  of  the  Legislature  on  the  question  of  the  General  Council  and  Aasembh', 
I  beg  to  review  the  proceedings  in  the  matter  from  the  commencement. 

You  were  called  on  to  execute  the  Queen's  writ,  sent  down  by  His  Excellency  the  Cij>- 
tain-general.  The  Council  agreed  to  sign  the  precept,  with  a  reservatory  resolutioD ;  tke 
Assembly  resolved  not  to  sign  it ;  and  as  in  this  case  the  signatures  of  the  three  braodies 
were  necessary,  it  could  not  be  issued. 

To  remedy  this  objection,  another  writ  was  sent  to  me,  addressed  to  the  secretary,  who  I 
directed  to  cause  the  Council  and  Assembly  to  be  summoned  to  meet  me  at  the  time  tid 
place  appointed,  which  chanced  to  be  your  usual  day  of  assembling. 

You  were  afterwards  called  together  at  the  request  of  certain  members.  I  condnded, 
that  thinking  much  of  the  time  would  be  occupied  on  the  assembly  day  with  the  electkm, 
you  were  anxious  to  proceed  with  the  ordinary  business.  I  was  not,  therefore,  quite  pre- 
pared for  the  resolutions  passed  by  both  branches,  which  involved  so  many  subjects,  I  hai 
not  time  to  enter  into  them  ;  and  merely  expressed  to  the  House,  which  had  coasideratelf 
remained  together  for  my  answer,  in  general  terms  my  regret  at  the  view  they  had  taken  of 
the  question  ;  as  I  had  hoped  they  would  have  met  me  on  the  1st  instant ;  which  duty  ful- 
filled, any  subsequent  remonstrance  would  have  had  much  weight 

I  should  not  have  reverted  to  this  subject,  nor  do  I  now,  tor  tlie  purpose  of  renewine 
discussion ;  but  I  have  taken  a  line  at  variance  with  the  great  majority  of  your  Board  ani 
House ;  and  having  given  you  every  opportunity  of  declaring  your  sentiments,  it  is  &ir  I 
should  take  the  first  of  expressing  mine. 

With  reference  to  the  question  of  the  law  :— The  Act  of  1692  to  "  settle  General  Coun- 
cils and  Assemblies,"  expired  some  time  previously  to  1701,  when  an  Act  of  the  same  titk 
was  passed,  but  was  disallowed  by  Queen  Anne  in  1703.  In  1705  another  Act  wat 
passed,  under  which,  after  a  lapse  of  93  years,  the  General  Council  and  Assembly  weie 
called  together  in  this  island  in  1798,  since  which  only  40  years  have  elapsed,  liie  Act 
of  1706  enacts,  that "  whenever  the  Conmiander-in-^hiei  shall  hereafter  judge  it  necessary  to 
call  together  the  General  Council  and  Assembly,"  that  then  all  the  freeholders  that  are  quali- 
fied by  law,  shall  meet  together  in  each  island,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  five  members. 

The  Resolution  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  of  this  island  of  1798,  d^arin^  that  every 
person  seised  of  an  estate  in  fee,  or  possessed  of  a  life  estate  in  any  land  within  this  island 
IS  a  freeholder  competent  and  qualified  by  law  to  vote  for  representatives  to  serve  in  the 
General  Assembly,  shows  the  view  taken  by  them  of  the  Act  of  1727,  under  the  altered 
circumstances  of  the  government  of  these  islands,  which,  with  any  subseauent  Act  for  in- 
creasing the  suffrage,  may  aid,  but  cannot  impair  the  operation  of  tne  Act  or  170^ 

The  Act  of  1694,  if  not  virtually  repealed  oy  the  disallowance  of  that  of  1701,  does  not 
make  it  the  less  imperative  for  the  council  and  Assembly  to  meet  the  lieutenant-^vemor 
on  the  day  of  election.  It  was  framed  as  the  best  method  of  preventing  disputes,  and  the 
majority  being  absent  on  the  day  of  election,  does  not,  I  consider,  vitiate  the  proceedings, 
but  in  such  case,  leaves  the  Executive  to  act  on  his  own  judgment. 

I  have  gone  thus  at  length  into  my  view  of  the  measure,  though  from  my  short  residence 
here,  I  may  lay  myself  open  to  the  same  remark,  which  I  lament  was  made  on  the  Governor 
in  one  of  the  resolutions,  more  particularly  as  I  have  acted  on  my  own  responsibility,  and 
in  opposition  to  so  many  learned  and  able  men.  I  was,  however,  glad  to  find,  among  tbp 
very  few  who  attended  me  on  the  day  appointed,  that  I  was  supported  by  one  of  high  legal 
authority;  who,  although  objecting  to  tne  expediency  of  the  measure  itself,  considered  that 
the  law  of  1694  imposed  upon  him  a  duty  ministerial  only. 

I  am  likewise  anxious  to  show,  that  where  I  unfortunately  differ  with  the  L^slature  in  so 
momentous  an  affair,  it  has  not  been  without  thpught. 

We  have  each  on  this  occasion  determined  to  proceed  as,  we  conceived,  our  duty  led  us. 
I,  as  the  Queen's  representative,  to  fulfil  Her  Majesty's  writ ;  you,  as  not  considering  your- 
selves called  on  as  ministerial  but  deliberative  boaies,  to  decline  so  doin^. 

Putting  all  this  now  aside,  let  us  proceed  in  the  usual  course  of  busmess,  and  show  that 
although  we  may  differ  on  a  subject  of  the  greatest  general  importance,  that  in  others  tl^ 
local  affairs  of  this  colony  shall  not  be  impaired. 

St.  Christopher,  8  i^ebruary  1838.  (signed)        JST.  Macleod^  Lieut-Oovernqr. 
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LEEWARD 
No.  27.  —  ISLANDS. 


(No.  50.) 


Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke,  k.c.h. 
to  Lord  Glenel^f  dated  Antigua,  2  April  1838. 

As  soon  as  the  session  of  the  General  Assembly  can  be  closed,  I  shall  not 
delay  to  give  my  undivided  attention  to  the  affairs  of  Dominica. 

It  is  gratifying  to  me  to  observe,  that  your  Lordship  concurs  in  my  view  of 
the  advantage  that  would  attend  the  representation  of  that  island  in  the  General 
Assembly,  and  I  entertain  but  little  doubt  that  the  proposal  would  be  favour- 
ably received  by  that  body ;  but  the  disposition  of  the  Legislature  of  Dominica 
on  the  subject  cannot  be  so  confidently  anticipated ;  and  at  a  period  when 
technical  difficulties  are  urged  against  the  adoption  of  measures  even  of  acknow- 
ledged utility,  I  am  induced  to  bring  under  yoiu*  Lordship's  consideration, 
whether  a  question  may  not  be  raised  as  to  the  competency  of  the  local  Legis- 
lature of  Dominica,  by  its  own  act,  to  detach  itself  from  the  Windward  Island 
confederacy. 

The  Royal  Proclamation  of  1763,  your  Lordship  has  justly  considered  as  the 
charter  of  the  colonies,  comprehended  in  its  provisions,  and  several  Acts  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Windward  Islands  are  now  in  force  in  Dominica ;  if, 
therefore,  it  should  be  the  intention  of  your  Lordship  to  revive  that  Assembly, 
a  concurrent  resolution  passed  by  it,  and  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Lee- 
ward Islands,  would  more  completely  effect  that  object ;  or  it  might  appear  to 
your  Lordship  that,  with  the  present  facilities  of  intercourse,  the  reunion  of 
Dominica  with  the  Windward  Government  might  obviate  the  necessity  of  such 
a  change,  and  provide  for  the  admission  of  that  island  to  the  benefits  of  general 
legislation,  without  interrupting  the  relations  established  by  the  Proclamation 
of  1763,  or  the  operation  of  the  laws  of  the  Windward  General  Assembly. 

As  the  question  is  one  which  involves  considerations  connected  with  the 
general  government  of  these  islands,  it  will  be  satisfactory  to  me  to  be  apprised 
of  your  Lordship's  sentiments  on  the  subject ;  but  in  any  view  of  it,  a  declara- 
tion of  the  Council  and  Assembly  would  not  impede  the  adoption  of  any  course 
which  may  be  deemed  the  most  advisable. 


No.  27. 


—  No.  28.— 

(No.  54-) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  W.  M.  G.  Colehrooke,  k.c.h.  to  No.  5^8. 

Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Antigua,  3  April  1838. 

On  my  recent  return  to  this  island  from  St  Christopher,  I  received  a  letter 
from  the  chairman  of  a  committee  appointed  at  a  public  meeting  of  freeholders 
and  others,  held  in  St.  John*s,  requesting  me  to  transmit  the  enclosed  memorial 
to  your  Lordship,  to  be  laid  before  The  Queen. 

The  intentions  of  the  memorialists  have  been  to  convey  to  Her  Majesty  their 
sentiments,  called  forth  by  the  late  address  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  of 
Antigua,  a  copy  of  which  was  forwarded  with  my  despatch.  No.  16,  of  the  9th  >"'*  P«  64^7** 
February  ;  and  recurring  to  the  regret  I  there  expressed,  that  reflections  should 
have  been  cast  on  the  freeholders  for  the  very  creditable  manner  in  which  they 
had  executed  their  franchises  at  the  general  election,  I  cannot  feel  surprised 
that  it  should  have  given  rise  to  strong  feelings  of  dissatisfaction  on  the  part 
of  the  people. 

Your  Lordship  is  aware  that  objections  have  long  been  urged  by  the  free- 
holders of  this  island  against  the  resolutions  of  the  Assembly  for  defining  the 
qualifications  of  electors,  and  their  practice  of  deciding  on  returns,  wiOiout 
authority  of  law ;  the  Assembly  having,  at  their  last  elections,  thus  excluded 
the  whole  of  the  freeholders  of  English  Harbour  from  voting  for  the  adjoining 
division,  whereby  they  were  virtually  disfranchised. 
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^BEWARD  A  general  election,  where  all  persons  qualified  by  law  are  admitted  to  vote, 

ISLANDS.  j^j^  presented  an  opening  to  the  people  for  regaining  the  rights  of  which  they 
have  thus  been  dispossessed ;  and  ascribing,  as  they  do,  the  opposition  made  to 
the  General  Assembly  to  this  effect  of  its  operation,  any  failure  of  their  hopes 
would  only  lead  to  a  renewed  effort  to  gain  an  influence  in  the  House  of 
*  Assembly,  and  to  the  dissensions  of  which  such  contests  are  productive  in 
small  communities. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)        W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke. 


End.  Id  No.  fiS.  Enclosure  in  No.  28. 

Antigua. 

TO  The  Queen's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 

The  humble  Memorial  of  the  undersized,  being  a  Committee  appointed  at  a  highly 
respectable  and  numerously  attended  Public  Meeting  of  Freenolders  and  others  of 
the  said  Island^  to  ftame  an  Address,  praying  that  Her  Majesty's  countenance  and 
Bupport  be  CTaciously  accorded  to  the  measure  undertaken  by  his  Excellency  Sir 
William  M' Bean  George  Colebrooke,  and  now  in  progress,  of  convoking  a  General 
Council  and  General  Assembly  of  Her  Majesty's  Leeward  Charibbee  Islands. 

Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

The  Honourable  Council  and  Assembly  of  this  Your  Majesty's  island,  Antigua,  having 
recently  published  to  the  world  a  memorial  addressed  to  Your  Majesty,  uttering  the  lan- 
guage of  "  complaint  and  disquietude,"  at  what  they  are  pleased  to  style  "  a  pajnfol 
source  of  excitement  and  extreme  concern,  and  a  very  unnecessary  cause  of  collision 
between"  them  and  our  most "  estimable  Governor,  in  consequence  of  ms  Excellency,  who," 
they  observe,  "  had  not  yet  even  visited  the  other  portions  of  his  government,  and  without 
any  previous  reference  to  the  Houses  of  Legislature  of  this  island,  having  on  the  23d  of 
December  last  issued  a  proclamation  to  convene,  in  this  island,  on  the  16th  day  of  February" 
last  past,  ^  a  General  Council  and  Assembly  of  the  old  Leeward  Charibbee  islands,  under 
the  alleged  authoritv  of  two  ancient  laws,  of  the  years  1694  and  1705,  and  both  applying 
to  a  system  of  insular  government  at  that  time  existing,  called  the  Government  of  the 
Leeward  Charibbee  Islands  in  America :"  We,  Your  Majesty's  loyal  and  faithful  subjects 
inhabitants  of  Antigua,  apprehensive  lest  silence  on  our  part  might  seem  to  imply  con- 
currence in  the  sentiments  and  prayer  of  the  said  memorial,  and  we  mi^ht  thus,  through 
our  own  negligence,  be  disappomted  of  those  felicitous  hopes,  which  we  had  begun  foncSy 
and  cordially  to  entertain,  from  the  re-convocation  of  that  ancient  Legislature,  and  the 
consequent  diminution  of  the  hitherto  uncontrolled  power  and  influence  of  our  local 
Council  and  Assembly,  which,  for  many  years  past,  have  given  us  serious  and  substantial 
cause  of  deep  "  complaint  and  disquietude,"  humbly  presume  to  approach  Your  Majesty's . 
Royal  footstool  with  our  earnest  supplications  that  Your  Majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased 
to  countenance  the  wise  project  of  our  enlightened  Governor,  and  authorize  the  revival  of 
Hn  institution,  from  which  Your  memorialists  anticipate  the  most  important  advantages, 
both  to  the  separate  islands,  by  preventing  in  each  the  noxious  effects  of  party  passions, 
prejudices,  and  interests,  and  by  repressing  the  overwhelming  power  of  a  few,  which  has 
nitherto  been  invariably  exercised  for  their  exclusive  aggrandisement,  and  the  oppression  of 
the  more  feeble ;  and  also  to  the  Government  generally,  by  renewing  those  inter-colonial 
ties,  from  which  the  highest  reciprocal  benefits  cannot  fail  to  result,  in  the  augmentation  of 
their  trade  and  commerce ;  to  wnich  may  be  added  the  great  facility  which  will  thereby 
be  afforded  both  to  Your  Majesty's  Government  at  home,  and  representative  among  us,  in 
administrating  the  aflairs  of  these  colonies. 

Your  Majesty's  memorialists,  with  due  deference  to  the  Honourable  Council  and  Assembly, 
cannot  avoid  thinking  that  their  remonstrance  is  not  supported  by  those  solid  and  cogent 
arguments,  which  seem  necessary  to  justify  their  opposition  on  this  momentous  subject, 
and  entitle  it  to  success.  One  very  extraordinary  feature  in  it  cannot  fail  immediately  to 
arrest  the  notice  of  Your  Majesty,  which  is,  that  in  a  document  purposely  intended  for 
the  Royal  eye,  and  appealing  to  the  Royal  justice,  there  is,  at  least  so  far  as  regards  the 
point  now  at  issue,  no  direct  recognition  of  the  rights  appertaining  to  the  prerogative  of 

'  the  Crown,  which  alone  can  constitutionally  convoke,  or  dissolve,  legislative  bodies,  and 
whose  authority  is  consequently  so  materially  affected  by  the  present  question.  Nay,  more 
than  this,  and  contrary  to  the  principles  of  the  constitution,  and  to  the  Act  of  the  Leeward 
Islands,  No.  28,  passed  in  1705,  which  assigns  to  the  Commander-in-chief  alone  the  power 
of  calling  together  the  General  Council  and  General  Assembly,  whensoever  He  shall  judge 
it  necessary,  and  so  forth,  the  memorial  reauires,  that  in  order  to  a  legitimate  convocation 

.  of  those  bodies,  there  must  be  a  previous  re^rence  to  the  respective  existing  local  Houses 
of  Legislature.  And  because  in  the  year  1798,  in  the  absence  of  any  Commander-in-chief, 
the  thought  first  occurred,  and  a  proposition  was  first  suggested,  of  summoning  a  General 
liCgislature^  by  the  Assembly  of  Antigua,  our  present  Houses,  by  a^new  and  singularly 
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tmhappy  mode  of  reasoning,  would  raise  a  right  from  this  accidental  occurrence,  as  from  LEEWARD 
an  indisputable  precedent,  to  claim  '^  a  judgment  co-ordinate  with  that  of  his  Excellency,"  ISLANDS, 
in  a  matter  exclusively  the  province  of  the  prero^tive.  And  this  strange  assumption  they  —...ii^^-— 
found  upon  what  is  mdeed  true  in  the  general,  out  as  used  and  applied  by  them,  untrue 
and  fallacious,  namely,  that  "the  precedent  of  1798  was  conducted  with  scrupulous  refer-  • 
ence  to  the  conjoint  provisions  of  the  old  Acts  of  1694  and  1705."  For  these  words,  taken 
in  the  connexion  in  which  they  stand,  and  by  the  above  inference  from  them,  are  clearly 
designed  to  convey  the  impression  that  the  convocation  of  a  General  Legislature  must  bi 
first  mooted,  or  at  least  approved  of,  and  consented  to  by  the  several  insular  Councils 
and  Assemblies,  before  the  Governor  can  proceed.  But  this  pretence  is  prostrated  at  once 
by  recourse  to  the  Acts  named  ;  the  latter,  of  1705,  declaring,  as  alreacly  intimated,  that 
the  Commander-in-chief  shall  call  them  together  whenever  he  shall  judge  it  necessary,  and 
neither  acknowledging,  nor  even  taking  the  slightest  notice  of,  any  power  of  interference, 
actually  or  supposedly  vested  in  the  local  Legislatures ;  while  the  earlier  law  of  1694  only 
commands  their  presence,  together  with  the  Governor's,  at  elections,  merely  for  the  purpose 
of  determining  instantaneously  disputed  returns ;  thus  assigning  to  them  the  simple  office 
or  duties  of  a  committee  of  scrutiny,  and  no  other.  Your  Majesty's  memorialists  would 
here  presume  to  submit  a  conjecture  upon  tlie  origin  and  cause  of  a  mode  of  procedure  at 
elections  so  novel  to  British  minds,  and  so  anomalous,  as  the  introduction  of  governors  and 
councillors,  even  though  only  in  the  character  of  scrutinizers ;  and  they  imagine  that  their 
ancestors,  either  having  felt  or  foreseeing  the  vast  expense,  inconvenience,  loss  of  time,  and 
so  forth,  which  must  be  incurred  in  cases  where  the  returns  are  complained  of  by  the 
removal  and  conveyance  of  witnesses  from  the  several  other  colonies  to  that  appointed  for 
the  meeting  of  the  General  Legislature,  deVised^  for  the  prevention  of  such  evils,  this  plan, 
in  itself  doubtless  inconsistent  with  constitutional  principles.  The  Honourable  Council  and 
Ajssembly  have  not  indeed  complained  of  this  process,  although  quite  indefensible,  but  have 
eagerly  seized  it,  and  endeavoured,  by  a  misrepresentation  of  the  Act,  to  elaborate  from  it 
their  bold  plea  for  a  **  co-ordinate  jud^ent  with  the  Governor ;"  but  they  have  objected 
to  the,  as  tney  say,  *^  unsound  assumption  of  the  continued  efficacy  of  exploded  laws,  with 
a  most  inappropriate  and  cumbrous  machinery  as  to  methods  of  convocation  and  election, 
and  a  system  of  representation  so  exceedingly  inequitable,  as  regards  extent  of  population, 
number  of  freeholders,  value  of  production  and  exports,  and  so  forth,"  as  to  '^  give  to  the 
largest  and  most  considerable  island  only  the  equal  number  of  five  dele^tes  with  the 
smaller  ones,  and  these"  to  be  chosen  '*  by  an  aggregated  poll  of  all  the  freeholders  res- 
pectively, thus  throwing  the  agricultural  interest  of  the  country  entirely  into  the  back 
ground.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  there  is  truth  in  all,  and  much  weighty  reason  in 
some,  of  these  alle^tions ;  but  Your  Majesty's  memorialists  would  humbly  submit  that 
whatsoever  is  complained  of  as  "  inappropriate,  cumbrous,  and  inequitable,  might,  vrith 
promptness  and  facility,  be  taken  away  or  remedied  by  the  wisdom  of  the  combined  repre- 
sentatives of  the  colonies.  Before  passing  on  to  other  arguments,  it  may  be  proper  to 
return  for  a  moment  to  the  subject  of  consulting  and  procuring  the  assent  of  the  various 
local  Legislatures,  in  order  to  authorize  the  Govemor-in-chief  to  convene  a  general  one. 
And  we  would  inquire  whether  they  must  be  all  unanimous  ?  or  whether  the  question  should 
be  determined  by  a  majority  ?  In  short,  whether  it  is  likely  that  such  a  body  would  ever 
be  summoned  and  congregated,  however  ui*gently  it  might  be  required  by  the  interests  of 
Your  Majesty,  or  of  the  colonies  themselves  ?  With  respect  to  the  Legislature  of  Antigua, 
Your  Majesty's  memorialists  are  firmly  persuaded  that  it  would  never  consent  to  the  mea- 
sure, conceiving,  as  it  does,  that  such  a  convention  would  necessarily  destroy  a  consider- 
able share  of  its  influence  and  power;  which  is  the  only  real,  though  suppressed,  cause  of 
their  persevering  oppugnancy.  For  the  objection  advanced  from  the  anticipated  "  conflict 
of  two  le^slative  authorities  and  provincial  inquests,  each  circumscribing  and  neutralizing 
the  functions  of  the  other,  and  detracting  from  the  respectability,  dignity,  usefulnesses,  and 
supremacy  of  both,"  is  purely  imaginery,  less  than  problematical,  apd  has  no  ground  of 
probability  whatever  to  stand  upon ;  the  distinction  between  the  duties  of  the  two  bodies 
Dein^  already  clearly  understood ;  to  wit,  that  the  deliberations  of  tlie  General  Legislature 
will  be  occupied  with  measures  of  universal  benefit  to  the  whole  Government ;  the  attention 
and  labours  of  the  local  be  directed  to  provide  for  the  internal  welfare  of  their  respective 
islands,  subordinately,  it  is  true,  to  the  plans  of  policy  laid  down  by  the  superior  authority ; 
while  the  Govemor-in-chief  will  so  watcn  over  and  control  the  public  enactments  of  each, 
as  to  ensure  perfect  uniformity  and  harmony  between  them. 

The  Hon.  Board  of  Council  and  House  of  Assembly,  in  their  memorial,  have  adverted 
to  the  changes  in  the  government  of  these  islands,  in  order  to  demonstrate  that  the  laws 
of  1694  and  1705,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  which  his  Excellency  Sir  William 
MacBean  George  Colebrooke  has  convoked  the  General  Legislature,  if  they  could  be  consi- 
dered in  force  up  to  the  year  1816,  must  necessarily  then  have  expired  with  the  TOvemment  of 
the  Leeward  Charibbee  Islands,  which  was  at  that  period  "  annulled  and  entirely  abrogated  " 
by  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent,  afterwards  King  George  the  Fourth.  They 
acknowledge  that  this  demolition  of  the  old  fabric  was  eflected  "  in  the  undoubted  exercise  of 
the  prerogative  of  the  Crown."  They  also  state,  that  only  17  years  afterwards,  in  the  year 
1833,  our  late  lamented  Sovereign  King  William  the  Fourth,  by  the  same  mighty  prero- 
gative, reconstructed  that  which  his  Royal  Brother  had  broken  down.  Now,  if  it  was  a 
valuable  privilege  which  his  Majesty  King  William  the  Third  conferred  on  the  Leeward 
Charibbee  Islands  in  1689,  as  doubtless  it  was  deemed  at  its  concession,  as  it  is  now  by 
Your  Majesty's  niemoriahsts,  namely,  to  **  authorize  the  Governors^  Councils,  and  Assam 
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Ml  R^f .  »<MuC  iiwmL'jcj  tJtfnsKmt,  tMoA  kad  wmf  W 

;  vikj^;  iKfitiar*  say  ke  Mided,  «r 
ftt.     Ai«d  tJtJ«  rwm  w«a£»  t&  be  attcUMted  by 
ctfttJ  feucrttary  o<  Mate  icir  umt  Ojt'jciiea,  t^  Lord 

Is  ^vf^iort  of  ttMsr  vien,  Uie  Hoc^  Council  a&d  AsmcBjUj  < 
If—icmii  vnUT*'  ii^AauAut  on  CfArjoaad  Lav  i,  wtK>  '^ 
um^td  to  ^u-  £raa  J'Xjn  MurraT  ^^Mrtscof  m  IbZX^  ocni^ti.i 

iorcnuursl^  tfewt  '  oo  u,r  IVtb  of  December  ISai,  bjr  a 
oim  JMbrr^Y  MaicGn^or,  ik.  CLmtoph^r,  Neiv,  Domabca,  awl 
ttided  to  tbjift  rcfrennMCDt,  each  of  the  Hiand*  cB^/vinc  of  r^vne 
CovociJ  aftd  AmmiziMt  of  tU  own.     3^o  ^rocnl  Ccmijcii  or  As^caLiiy 
ittktM^U  i4  wfaK-fa  ttuft  new  govemmmt  »  conipo^d.'  ** 

lo  aoMTcr  to  tlu*  extract,  or  rather  to  tthinaxe  the  ronuiMBtstiovs  T>Jfc*w  vlat^  it  in 
dovm,  aMl  opMi  which  the  Hon  Lestrwlatare  feeoK  to  relj  anth  m*c& 
'^  thift  g^rtiermJ  '^mmiiuetA  baa  ooC  a  General  Covncil  aod  Asaesih-JT,''  Ya 
rnliat*  noat  r^^^pectfully  aoge^^  that  the  learned  aathor  had  attoifesilr  aa  «ai 
VMTW  than  Mmply  to  expottod  the  coauiU4«ioo  coDferred  opoa  Scr   £vaa  Jc 
Macf irrfror  aa  tt  ataod*,  ;»er  ae,  without  the  leaf  t  lefeicnce  vbatsoever  to 
t$f  c|oeitioo  Mfwnz  sm  to  whather  the  Leeward  Charibbee  Idaod*  i 
an  It  undoubtedly  ««,  though  with  an  additament,  that  fenif  mnwni  Ci 
with  aJl  iu  fonutr  yn^iit^*A.    And  thk  conatmctaon  aeena  to  be  frUy  ^ 
lai*^aafz;e  of  the  aiztum^  which  aayc,  ^  no  General  GMncil  or  Ai 
plainly  tntimatini^  only  this,  that  there  ia  no  special  pror»on  fcr  i 
commimvm.     But  ought  this   reticence   or  omi«i»ion  to  be   ' 
n^airmi  Your  Majesty  a  loyal  subjects  of  excij»ion  from  so  piecioas  a 
w^iflld  be  hi^ly  uoreaaonable.     lf«  however,  the  opinion  oi  this  legal 
a  barruitef  of  Barbados,  were  better  adapted  to  pftnuote  the  porpose  ior  wmch  it  is  a 
the  ii«eiJionaIi*ta  of  Your   Majesty  f^ould   most  confidently  commit  the   caae  to  iav 
Majesty's  wi>*dom  and  equity,  a^Huired  that  justice  and  the  welfare  of  her  beges  wffl  P*^ 
ponderate  with  their  upright  and  benignant  Sovereij^  against  the  judgment  of  aay  ■*- 
▼idual,  however  leameo  or  sagacious. 

The  Hon.  Council  and  Assembly  farther  introduce  extracts  from  certain  despatchfs  «f 
two  noble  Principal  Secretaries  of  *State  for  the  Colonies,  the  Lords  (then)  Goderich  Mai 
Olenelg,  which,  in  the  humble  judgment  of  Your  Majesty's  memorialists,  wiD  operate  wi* 
considerable  i'orre  a^ain*t,  and  nut  in  favour  of,  the  object  of  their  memorial ;  fcr  thcirrt- 
named  hi^h  autliority  appears  to  have  taken  no  notice  whatsoever  in  his  despatch  of  tke 
ancient  jomt  le^^islation  of  the  Leeward  Charibbee  Islands,  but  **  alludes  to  the  advastngff 
which  tie  c^inceived  mivrht  result  from  the  entire  absorption  of  the  local  legislatores  into  a 
general  union  for  legislative  purposes."  In  this  opinion  of  the  noble  Lord  is  evideally 
given  a  preference  to  joint  general  legislation  above  that  which  is  disunited  and  separste, 
and  a  somewhat  broad  iuHinuation  involved  of  inefficiency  in  the  present  local  Councils  aad 
Assemblies.  The  latter  enlightened  nobleman  only  observes,  but  truly  and  '' judjcioadyi 
that  the  view  of  Lord  Ripon  would  not  be  eflfected"  by  acting  ^^on  the  statute  of  1705, 
because  that  Act  contemplates  the  continuance"  of  the  separate  ^*  as  well  as  the  coUecti^ 
Assemblies." 

.  But  this  noble  Ix>rd,  so  far  from  disapproving  of  the  united  legislation  of  the  CbariWwsn 
colonics,  has  actually  sanctioned  the  execution  of  that  measure,  as  proposed  by  SirWilliaiA 
Mac  Bean  Gcorj^c  G>lcbrooke.  Thus  do  these  great  statesmen  concur  in  their  judgmeot 
of  the  su[)erionty  of  aggregate  above  detached  legislation  for  these  islands. 

The  Hon.  Council  and  Assembly,  in  endeavouring  to  vindicate  themselves  from  thcgrafC 
and  confounding  charg^e  of  Your  Majesty's  present  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
riz.  "  That  the  consolidation  of  the  courts  of  justice,"  and  the  consequent  iniprovement  w 
the  administration  of  the  laws,  so  long  needed  and  most  ardently  desired  by  Your  Majesty* 
faithful  subjects  of  this  island,  **  are  arrested  only  by  the  refusal  of  the  Legislature  of 
Antigua  to  proceed  with  that  measure,  every  other  colony  embraced  in  the  Act  of  Parfa- 
raent  baring  passed  laws  for  accepting  it,"  appears  to  Your  Majesty *s  memorialists  notoi^ 
▼erjr  extraordinary,  but  quite  unfounded  in  fkct ;  extraordinary,  inasmuch  as  it  appeals  for 
justification  to  an  open  declaration  of  their  own  "  to  his  Excellency  the  present  Gorernor ; 
unfounded^  because  it  alleges,  as  the  cause  of  default,  their  **  perfect  assurance  that  the 
atate  of  the  public  finances,  and  the  languishing  resources  of  Antigua,  under  the  various 
physical  afflictions  of  the  last  three  years,  would  not  enable  them  to  hold  out  the  immediate 
nope  of  its  contributing  iu  any  degree  to  so  gteat  an  annual  outlay."    Your  Majesty 9 
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^nemoriaUste  baye  felt  Bome  surprise  at  this  statement,  because  they  themselves,  h&yin?  been      LI^.EWARd 

Mually  witnesses  with  the  members  of  the  Legislature  of  all  the  '^physical  afflictions''       ISLANDS. 

wueh  have  befallen  this  country  for  many  years  past,  are  not  aware  that  the  damage  and  1 

I066  directly  inflicted  by,  or  mediately  accruing  from  them,  have  so  far  exceeded  the 

calamities  and  detriments  of  any  former  periods  within  their  remembrance  as>  to  cripple 

the  resources  and  reduce  the  finances  of  the  island  to  such  a  distressing  extent  that  it 

should  be  incapacitated  from  bearing  its  moderate  share  of  expense  in  so  weighty  and 

beneficial  a  measure,  while  the  smaller  and  less  opulafit  colonies,  which  suffered  the  same 

"^  physical  afflictions,"  have  wisely  and  cheerfully  pledged  themselves  to  their  duties ; 

again,  because  the  Hon.  Council  and  Assembly  have,  within  the  time  mentioned,  made 

several  unnecessary  and  profuse  grants  of  money,  which  have  called  forth  murmurs  from 

the  whole  community ;  and,  finally,  because  they  have  determinedly  opposed  and  stifled 

a    motion,  very  recently  and  earnestly  pressed  upon  them,  for  reducing  the  public 

expenditure. 

Your  Majesty's  memorialists  humbly  pray  leave  to  advert  to  one  more  point  in  the  m^ 
morial  of  the  Honourable  Council  and  Assembly.  That  document  affirms  that  ^'  an  unpre- 
cedented and  incongruous  election  has  been  held,  and  members  artfully  returned  without 
the  privity  of  many  of  them,  and  amidst  their  loud  protestations  that  they  cannot  and  will 
not  serve.  '  On  the  latter  part  of  this  sentence,  which  contains  an  assertion  contrary  to  the 
knowledge  of  many  of  Your  Majesty's  memorialists,  who  were  present  on  the  occasion,  it 
is  sufficient  to  observe,  that  it  is  self-cpntradictory,  since  it  is  impossible  for  members  to 
have  been  returned  "  without  their  privity,  and  yet  amidst  their  loud-  protestations."  With 
regard  to  the  art  objected,  it  was  a  fair  and  imdisguised  stratagem  to  obviate  and  sileoc^ 
the  dissatisfaction  of  the  agriculturists,  who  clamoured  that  ''by  an  aggregated  poll  of  aU 
the  fVeeholders  collectively,"  m  enjoined  by  the  law  of  1705,  "  the  interests  of  the  country 
would  be  thrown  entirely  into  the  back-ground/'  Nay,  so  open  and  candid  was  tlie  wholje 
proceeding,  that  the  names  of  the  gentlemen  to  be  nominated  were  publicly  and  generally 
known  a  foitnight  previous  to  the  day  of  election.  Of  the  five  gentlemen  chosen,  one  only 
is  a  merchant,  three  are  proprietors  of  estates,  and  among  the  most  distinguished  an^ 
.firmest  supporters  of  agricultural  interests,  and  the  fifth  Your  Majesty's  Solicitor-general. 

Titat  the  election  was  unprecedented,  Your  Majesty's  memorialists  are  compelled  very 
respectfully  to  deny,  the  year  1798  furnishing  an  example  to  which  the  Honourable  Council 
ana  Assembly  themselves  refer  in  their  memorial.  The  incongruity  of  the  election  Your 
Majesty's  memorialists  cannot  discover  or  comprehend,  so  far  as  the  charge  implicates  the 
.conduct  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  or  the  Secretary,  who,  according  to  the  law,  per- 
formed the  duties  of  retuming-officer,  or  of  the  constituents  who  attended ;  and  who,  not- 
withstanding the  influence  and  active  exertions  of  the  agricultural  body  to  keep  away  a 
great  number  of  freeholders  from  polling,  exceeded  the  voters  of  1798,  when  there  was  an 
eagerly  contested  election,  and  every  enort  used  to  bring  forward  the  whole  constituency  of 
the  island.  The  incongruity,  whateyer  it  might  be.  Your  Majesty's  memorialists  humbly 
conceive  to  be  altogether  attributable  to  that  majority  of  the  Honourable  Legislature,  which^ 
in  violation  of  their  legal  and  constitutional  obligations,  resisted,  obstructed,  and  treated 
with  the  most  contemptuous  disrespect  Your  Majesty's  writ  authorising  and  directing  the 
Section.  And  Your  Majesty's  memoriahsts,  while  they  deeply  reff;rei  that  Antigua  has 
been  the  scene  of  such  contumacy  and  indecorum,  and  the  Honourable  Council  and  As- 
sembly the  actors  in  it,  and  the  consequent  disgrace  which  has  fallen  upon  this  colony, 
lament  the  painful  occurrence  the  more^  on  account  of  the  pernicious  effects  produced  by  it 
in  some  of  the  other  islands,  which  look  to  Antigua  for  an  example.  In  Nevis,  for  instance 
the  attempt  to  hold  an  election  proved  abortive,  and  it  would  have  been  defeated  at  Saint 
Christopher  also,  but  for  the  loyal  and  energetic  conduct  of  Your  Majesty's  Lieutenant^ 
eovemor.  Sir  Henry  Macleod.  Having  adverted  to  these  occurrences,  the  memorialists  of 
Your  Majesty  are  reminded  thereby  of  the  complete  refutation  given  by  the  accounts  firom 
the  other  islands  of  the  assumption  by  which  the  Honourable  G^uncil  and  Assembly  would 
mainly  justify t  their  opposition  to  Your  Majesty's  writ,  namely,  *'  that  the  amricultund  inte^ 
rests  of  die  country  would  be  thrown  entirely  into  the  back-ground."  Those  accounts 
evince  undeniably  that  the  full  success  of  Your  Majesty's  writ  at  Montserrat  and  Tortola, 
its  failure  at  Nevis,  and  the  difficulty  vrith  which  it  was  accomplished  at  Saint  Christopher, 
were  whoHy  occasioned  by  the  power  and  ascendancy  of  the  agricultural  class. 

Thus  far  the  memoriahsts  of  Your  Majesty  have  presumed  to  obtrude  themselves  upon 
Your  Majesty's  benignant  notice,  in  order  to  manifest  their  high  and  perfect  apj^robation  of 
the  object  and  proceedings  of  their  enlightened,  most  valualble  and  esteemed  Governor.  But 
Your  Majesty's  faithful  subjects  humbly  crave  permission  to  trespass  still  farther  upon  Your 
Royal  indulgence,  while,  in  order  to  strengthen  the  views  and  desires  already  intimated,  they 
presume  to  lay  at  the  foot  of  the  Throne  their  complaints  aeainst  the  Legislature  which  rules 
the  Uttle  spot  of  their  residence.  And  it  is  with  painful  reluctance,  and  at  the  same  time 
with  earnest  suit  for  Your  Majesty's  patient  and  favourable  consideration,  that,  goaded  by 
circumstances,  and  urged  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  their  country  and  themselves,  they  are  com* 
pelled  to  represent  that  legislature  as  hostile  to  the  liberal  policy  of  Your  Majesty's  Govem<» 
ment,  and,  of  course,  to  the  general  privileges,  interests,  and  prosperity  of  Your  Majesty's 
faithfiil  subjects,  the  inhabitants  of  this  island.  The  very  composition  of  the  two  Houses 
afibrds  a  presumption  that  their  legislation  is  partial  and  inequitable ;  every  member  of 
Council,  and  20  out  of  26  of  the  Assembly,  being  either  agriculturists,  or  so  intimately  oon* 
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LEEWARD       nected  with  theniy  as  to  insure  a  concurrence  in  their  policy  and  measures.     Hence  every 
ISLANDS.        Act  relating  to  the  ordering  of  the  country  labourers  and  other  of  the  lower  classes,  passed 
f  ,  since  the  tim^  of  emancipation,  such  as  the  Market,  Labourers'  Contract,  Hucksters'  Licence, 

porters'  and  Jobbers',  Trespass  Acts,  and  so  forth,  and  above  all,  that  most  unconstitutiopal, 
iniauitous,  and  oppressive  Act,  prohibiting  the  deportation  of  labourers,  has  no  other  object 
and  intent  than  to  cut  off  from  the  labouring  population,  as  far  as  possible,  all  opportunitv 
of  exercising  their  industry  in  any  other  occupation  than  agriculture,  thus  sacrificing  their 
advancement  and  welfare  to  the  enriching  of  the  planters.  Property  in  towns  is  taxed  in  a 
•far  higher  proportion  than  in  the  country ;  and,  by  a  recent  law,  stock  farms  attached  to 
sugar  plantations  are  relieved  from  impost,  while  those  which  belong  to  persons  who  are  not 
'  growers  of  canes,  are  subject.     No  interest  which  in  an^  measure  clashes  with  the  manor 

racturing  of  sugar  can  obtain  a  fair  and  just  consideration.  Your  Majesty's  memcnialists 
might  relate  an  almost  endless  tale  of  overbearing  acts  by,  the  dominatii^  order  of  their 
community,  and  of  the  injustice  and  oppression  endured  by  the  rest;  but  they  forbear  an 
enumeration  which  would  inflict  severe  pain  upon  Your  Majesty's  generous  and  feeling 
mind,  by  the  consideration,  that  the  great  mass  of  Your  Majesty's  affectionate  and  faithful 
subjects  of  Antigua  are  now  eroaning,  as  they  have  long  been,  under  restrictions,  privations, 
and  burdens  laid  upon  them  by  the  selfish  policy  and  despotism  of  a  few ;  and  those  too, 
persons  whose  duty  it  is  to  aim  impartially  at  the  prosperity  of  all  classes,  and  insure  to  every 
mdividual,  of  whatever  grade,  the  full  enjoyment  of  all  his  just  rights,  privileges,  and  immn- 
nities.  The  memorialists  of  Your  Majesty  judge  it  more  advisable,  with  due  humility  and 
respect,  to  invite  your  royal  attention  to  the  cause  of  all  their  wrongs  and  sufferings,  which 
is  found  in  the  concentration  of  the  whole  legislative  power  in  the  hands  of  the  agricultural 
class ;  an  evil  for  which  there  appears  to  be  no  remedy,  but  the  convocation  of  the  General 
Council  and  Assembly  of  these  islands,  or  the  interposition  of  Your  Majesty's  Imperial 
Parliament.  While  the  present  state  of  things  exists,  the  power  cannot  be  wrested  from 
those  who  now  possess  it ;  for  in  the  want  of  an  election  law,  for  which  the  people  have 
sighed,  petitioned,  clamoured  in  vain,  the  House  of  Assembly  in  deciding  on  disputed  elec- 
tions, governs  itself  most  unconstitutionally  by  resolutions  of  its  own,  which,  upon  every  new 
reference,  are  re-adopted,  re-modified,  and  re-adapted  to  the  special  occasion;  while  laws 
determining  the  qualifications  of  freeholders  for  other  specific  purposes,  and  which  were  fre- 
quently urged  upon  them  as  a  more  stable  and  equitable  standard  of  judgment,  such  as  Act 
31  of  Leeward  Islands,  c.  2,  Act  of  Antigua,  No.  475,  cL  18,  have  been  scornfully 
rejected. 

Thus  upon  every  scrutiny  has  a  great  number  of  substantial  voters  been  unjustly  if  not 
illegally  disfranchised,  and,  at  the  last  general  election,  the  whole  body  of  well-qualified  free- 
holders in  English  Harbour  were  stripped  of  the  right  of  suffrage  But  on  this  painful  subject 
Your  Majesty's  memorialists  have  already  explained  at  length  their  grievances  to  Your 
Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies.  In  addition,  however,  to  all  this,  the 
members  returned  for  the  country,  in  some  districts,  too,  by  three  or  four  electors,  are,  and  fee! 
themselves  to  be,  altogether  irresponsible  to  the  people ;  and  actually  consider  themselves 
bound  to  no  other  duty  than  to  promote  the  interests  and  aggrandisement  of  their  own 
particular  order.  So  that  Your  Majesty's  loyal  lieges  of  this  island  are  subject  to  taxation, 
as  has  been  shown,  verv  unequal  and  onerous  to  them,  without  their  own  consent,  that  is  by 
|>ersons  exempt  from  all  responsibility  to  them ;  and  are  obliged  to  submit  to  laws,  passed 
with  little  or  no  regard,  and  indeed  injurious  to  their  interests,  privileges,  and  prosperity. 

Your  Majesty *s  memorialists  humbly  beg  leave  farther  to  represent,  that  the  proceedings 
of  the  Honourable  Council  and  Assembly  of  Antigua  have,  at  all  times,  been  marked  by  a 
very  extraordinary  ahd  apathetic  indifference  to  the  most  important  matters  of  general 
concern,  as  well  as  by  an  unbecoming  inactivity  in  the  performance  of  their  duties.  Their 
ordinary  practice,  from  time  immemorial,  has  been  to  hold  monthly  sittings,  so  that  their 
business  has  sometimes  accumulated  to  a  blirdensome  extent,  as  at  the  present  moment ; 
and  if  their  attendance  has  been  more  frequent  lately,  it  is  to  be  ascribed  wholly  to  the 
stirring  and  unwearied  spirit  of  Your  Majesty's  zealous  representative,  who,  ever  engaged 
himself,  breaks  the  listless  indolence  of  others  by  his  example,  and  summonses  to  duty. 
This  supineness  and  delay  render  them  quite  ineflSicient  for  discharging  the  duties  incumbent 
upon  them,  and  fulfilling  the  momentous  ends  for  which  deUberative  legislatures  were  in- 
stituted. Measures  of  the  highest  concern  to  the  welfare  of  the  colony  are  now  lying 
neglected  by  them;  viz.  the  bill  for  consolidating  the  courts  of  justice,  already  mentioned, 
a  militia  law,  an  election  law,  a  law  for  improving  prison  discipline,  a  marriage  law,  an 
apprentice  law,  a  bill  for  amending  the  criminal  law,  and  assimilating  it  to  that  of  England, 
with  several  others. 

Your  Majesty's  memorialists  having  ventured,  with  feelings  of  the  profoundest  respect 
and  deference,  to  express  their  sentiments,  and  intimate  their  desires  at  so  great  length, 
finally  presume  humbly  to  pray  Your  most  Gracious  Majesty  to  take  the  premises  into  con- 
sideration, and  not  suffer  tnem  to  be  outweighed  by  the  opposition  of  persons  in  England, 
whose  only  connexion  with  these  islands  exists  in  the  mortgages  which  they  hold  upon 
property  here,  and  who  have  therefore  no  interest  in  the  matters  herein  humbly  submitted, 
nor  in  the  general  welfare  of  Your  Majesty's  faithful  colonists.  And  Your  Majesty's  memo- 
rialists humbly  conjure  their  revered  and  beloved  Sovereign  to  view  with  favour  and  accept- 
ance the  proceedings  of  her  representative,  the  Governor-general  over  these  colonies,  and  to 
authorise  and  support  him  in  the  convocation  of  the  General  Council  and  General  Assembly 
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of  these  islands^ — a  measure  which  appears  to  Your  Majesty's  memoriaUsts  essential  to  the  LEEWARD 

peace^  welfare,  and  prosperity  of  this  portion,  of  Your, Majesty's  dominions,  and  to  the  full  .1SLAND9. 

and  unimpeded  exercise  of  the  rights  of  Your  Majesty  s  sceptre,  and  of  Your  Majesty's  * 

loyal  and  feithful  subjects. 

And  Your  Majesty's  memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  &c,  &c.  &c. 

• 

James  Scotland,  iun.  Member  of  Assembly  for 
St  John's,  and  Chairman  of  the  Meeting. . 
Thomas  Ferguson,  Member  of  Assembly. 
William  Thibou,  Member  (^Assembly. 
James  Scotland,  Master  in  Chancery. 
Richard  Starhe. 


—  No.  29.— 

(No.  57.) 

Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke,  k.c^h.        No.  29. 
'    to  Lord  Glenelg ;  dated  Antigua,  3  April  1838. 

In  my  despatch,  No.  30,  of  the  3d  March,  from  St.  Christopher,  I  informed 
your  Lordship  that  the  elections  for  the  General  Assembly  had  been  completed 
by  the  return  of  members  for  Nevis  and  the  Virgin  Islands,  and  I  have  now 
the  honour  to  report  that  I  have  made  the  following  appointments  to  the 
General  Council : — 

The  Right  Rev.  Wm.  Hart  Coleridge,  d.d..  Lord  Bishop  of  the  Diocese. 

The  Venerable  D.  G.  Davis,  a.m.,  Archdeacon. 

The  Hon.  Paul  Horsford,        1  A^f:«,,,o 

—  Richard  Nanton,      ]^^^^^' 

—  WiUiam  Shiell,         iMontserrat 

—  John  Dobridge,        J  J^^^tserrat. 

—  George  Webbe,        Im    • 

—  JosiahW.DanieU,  /^^^^- 

—  Robert  Claxton,      !«,   ^.   ^ 

—  Walter  WilUamson,  ( ^^-  ^^^^  ^• 

~       Ja^es^^R^ger,     /Virgin  Islands. 

The  general  councillors  referred  to  in  the  Act  of  1705  are  considered  by  the 
Solicitor-general  as  forming  a  legislative  body  co-existent  with  the  General 
Assembly,  appointed  by  the  Commander-in-chief,  but  not  removable  by  him, 
and  standing  in  no  relation  to  him  as  Privy  Councillors.  While,  therefore, 
their  functions  would  terminate  with  the  dissolution  of  the  Assembly,  their 
position  during  its  existence  will  be  one  of  entire  independence ;  and  on  any 
future  appeal  to  the  people,  the  opportunity  would  present  itself  of  calling 
up  those  gentlemen  who,  from  their  property  and  station  in  the  several  com- 
munities, would  be  entitled  to  the  public  confidence. 

From  the  absence  of  the  principal  landholders,  the  uncertain  tenure  of  those 
who  reside,  and  the  frequent  changes  which  occur  in  colonial  society,  this  con- 
stitution is  attended  with  some  advantages  not  applying  to  the  locaJ  councils 
as  they  are' now  constituted. 

The  enclosed  form  of  appointment  has  been  adopted,  on  the  approval  of  the 
Solicitor-general ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  explain  to  your  Lordship  that  the  nomi- 
nations have  been  made  with  reference  alone  to  general  qualifications,  and 
with  an  entire  respect  for  the  independent  functions  they  are  called  to  dis- 
charge. 
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XEEWAUD  Actottted  by  these  views,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  make,  in  sereral  instances, 

ISLANDS.      the  first  overtores  to  gentlemen  who  have  taken  a  prominent  part  in  opposition 
' .    .  to  the  convocation. 

Having^  in  consultation  with  the  law  offices,  adhered  to  the  provisions  oi 
the  law,  and  td  the  precedents  of  former  times,  in  convening  the  General  Legis- 
lature,  it  will  remain  with  the  General  Assembly  to  decide  upon  questions 
affecting  their  own  privileges,  should  any  such  arise,  and  to  propose  any 
amendments  which  the  laws  may  appear  to  require. 

It  is  my  intention  to  propose  that  the  Acts  which  may  be  passed  during 
the  first  session  should  be  suspended  until  confirmed  by  Her  Majesty  in 
Council,  whereby  full  opportunity  will  be  given  to  all  persons  affected  by  them 
to  represent  to  your  Lordship  their  objections  either  to  the  Acts  themselves,  or 
to  the  authority  of  the  General  Legislature ;  and  as  this  delay  would  neces- 
tarily  be  incurred  in  the  case  of  all  such  enactments  as,  by  the  Royal  Instruc- 
sions,  the  Governor  is  commanded  to  refer  for  previous  approval,  I  anticipate  no 
inconvenience  fi*om  such  a  measure. 

With  a  view  to  meet  the  convenience. of  the  members,  I  have  postponed  the 
meeting  of  the  General  Legislature  from  time  to  time,  and  have  how  finally 
appointed  Monday  the  16tii  instant  for  them  to  meet  for  the  dispatch  of 
business. 

(signed)  W.  M.  G.  CoUhroake. 


End.  ih  No.  29.  Eaclowre  in  No.  29. 

To  the  Honourable 


In  rirtue  of  the  authority  vested  in  me  as  Commander-in-chief,  aad  pursuant  to  the  Acts 
of  the  General  Assembly,  I  have  thousht  fit  to  appoint  you  to  be  a  member  of  the  General 
Council  of  the  Leeward  Caribbee  Islands;  and  I  request  that  you  will  meet  me  at  the  Court- 
house of  St.  John's,  Antigua,  on  Monday  the  16th  day  of  April  ne^ct,  at  twelve  o'clock 
at  noon,  which  hour  has  been  appointed  for  the  General  Assembly  to  join  me  and  the  General 
Council,  then  and  there  to  enact  such  general  laws  as  may  be  proper  and  convenient  iot  all 
the  Leeward  Caribbee  Islands. 

(L.s.)  (signed)         fV.  M.  G.  Colebroohe. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  Government-house,  Antigua,  this  -day  oi 

in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  18     ,  and  of  Her  Majesty's  reign  the 

By  command, 

P.S. 


-^  No.  30.  — 

No.  30.  (No.  61.) 

Coi»T  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  TT.  M.  G.  Colebrooke,  k.c.h.  to. 

Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Antigua,  5  April  1838. 

I  ENCLOSE  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  the  President  of  Nevis^  with  a 
petitioti  to  The  Queen  from  the  Council  and  Assembly  of  that  island. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         W.  M.  G.  Colcbrooke. 
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LEEWARD 
ISLANIW. 


Enclosure  in  No.  30.  End  ia  No.  30- 

SJr,  Gorernmefit  Home,  Neris,  IS  March  16S8. 

By  the  request  of  the  Honourable  the  Board  of  Council  and  House  of  Assembly  of 
this  island,  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  their  petition  to  Her  Maj^ty 
the  Queen,  with  the  object  of  submitting  the  grievance  therein  complained  of,  to  Her 

Majesty's  consideration, 

I  have,  &c. 

(sigped)        Jamts  DanieUf  Pcesideiit,    . 

His  Excellency  Sir  W.  M.  G.  Colebiooke,  Governor, 
&c.     &c.     &C. 


To  The  Qub£n's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  Board  of  Council  and  House  of  Assembly  of  the  Island  of  NevU. 

Humbly  sheweth, 

That  this,  your  Majesty's  Island  of  Nevis,  has,  for  a  period  of  more  than  one  hundred 
years  past,  enjoyed  a  Legislature  composed  of  a  Governor  or  officer  administering  the 
government,  a  Board  of  Coimcil,  and  a  House  of  Assembly,  who  have  from  time  to  time 
enacted  such  laws,  statutes,  and  ordinances,  as  in  their  opinion  the  necessity  of  the  island 
reouired. 

That  during  such  period,  only  one  convocation  of  a  General  Council  and  Assembly  of  the 
Leeward  Caribbee  Islands  has  taken  place  under  the  authority  vested  in  the  Governor- 
general,  which  convocation  was  held  in  the  year  179B,  at  the  instance  and  urgent  request 
of  the  Councils  and  Assemblies  of  the  respective  islands,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into 
consideration  the  resolution  of  the  Commons  House  of  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  commu- 
nicated to  them  by  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland  in  his  despatch  under  date  the  6th  day 
of  April    1797,  relative  to  the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  then' slave  population 
of  Her  Majesty's  West  Indian  Colcmies;   that  on  the  21at  day  of  December  last  paat, 
his  Excellency  the  Governor  and  Commander-in-chief  communicated  to  your  petitioners, 
that  considering  it  expedient  foryour  Majesty's  service  to  convene  a  meeting  of  tne  General 
Council  and  Assembly  of  the  Leeward  Islands,  he  had,  in  pursuance  of  the  authority  in  him 
vested  in  and  by  certain  Acts,  Nos,  14  and  28  (Leeward  Islands)  passed  in  the  years  1694 
and  1 706  respectively,  issued  a  writ  directed  to  the  three  branches  of  the  Legislature,  requiring 
them  to  cause  to  be  summoned  the  freeholders  of  the  said  island  to  meet  them  on  the  1st 
day  of  February  then  next  ensuing,  to  make  choice  of  Ave  able  and  discreet  persons,  being 
freeholders,  to  represent. them  in  General  Assembly.    That  on  the  receipt  of  such  informa- 
tion, the  House  of  Assembly,  iratpressed  with  the  inexpediency  of  and  difficulty  attendant  on 
such  a  measure  at  the  present  crisis,  respectfully  entered  into  the  following  resolution,  under 
date  the  1 1th  January :  '^  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  this  house,  that  a 
convocation  of  a  General  Council  and  General  Assembly  of  the  Leeward  Cfuibbee  Islands 
is  highly  inexpedient,  and  that  the  si)eaker  be  requested  to  forward  to. his  Honour  the 
President,  administering  the  Government,  a  copy  of  such  resolution."    That  prior  to  the 
date  of  the  return  of  such  writ,  his  Excellency  the  Governor  issued  a  second  writ,  directed 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  island,  only  requinng  him  to  call  together  the  freeholders  of  the 
said  island  to  carry  into  execution  the  exigencies  of  the  writ  so  issued.    That  on  the  1st  \ 

day  of  February,  being  the  day  appointed  in  such  writ,  the  Secretary  havmg  been  sworn  by  \ 

the  officer  admmistering  the  uovemment  in  the  absence  of  the  major  part  of  the  Board  of  V 

Council  and  House  of  Assembly,  declared  the  poll  opened  for  the  purposes  of  such  general 
election,  but  none  of  the  freenolders  then  and  there  assembled  pro[>osing  any  candidate, 
no  election  took  place.  That  on  the  occasion  of  his  Excellency's  arrival  in  this  island,  .on 
the  24th  day  of  February,  he  issued  another  writ,  directed  as  the  last,  requiring  the  Secretary 
tp  discharge  the  duties  enjoined  therein.  That  in  pursuance  of  such  writ,  an  election  was 
held  on  the  24th  day  of  February,  and  the  freeholders  there  present  made  choice  of  five 
representatives :  that  such  election  was  held  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  the  House  of 
Assembly,  as  conveyed  in  its  resolution  bearing  date  the  25th  of  January;  **  Resolved,  Ihut 
this  House  having  been  fully  convincec)  of  the  inexpediency  of  convening  a  General  Council 
and  Assembly  at  Antigua,  for  the  purpose  of  general  legislation  at  the  present  crisis,  and 
having  expressed  its  sentiments  on  this  subject  by  its  resolution  of  the  11th  instant,  is 
clearly  of  opinion  that  it  becomes  the  House  to  abstain  from  joining  in  any  proceedings 
which  may  be  entered  into  on  the  1st  of  February  next,  in  furtherance  of  the  election  of 
members  to  serve  in  such  General  Assembly.  That  this  House,  in  expressing  its  opinion  as 
above  declared,  begs  leave  most  respectfully  to  assure  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  that  its 
members  yield  to  none  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  in  loyalty  and  devotion  to  the  sacred 
person  of  Iler  Most  Gracious  Majesty,  in  maintaining  the  laws  and  constitution  of  the  state, 
or  in  respect  to  his  Excellency  as  Her  iMajesty's  representative  ;  but  this  House  would  feel 
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LEEWARD       that  in  yielding  to  the  exercise  of  a  power  which  it  deems  contrary  to  the  best  interests  of 
ISLANDS*       this  colony  on  the  present  occasion,  tne  House  would  be  unfaithful  to  the  trust  reposed  in  it 
——————       as  an  independent  oranch  of  the  colonial  legislature;''  a  copy  of  which  was  duly  forwarded 

to  his  Honour  the  President  administering  the  government. 

That  your  memorialists  humbly  submit  to  Your  Most  Gracious  Majesty^  that  the  line  of 
conduct  adopted  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor  and  Commander-in-chief,  in  convening  a 
meeting  of  the  General  Council  and  Assembly,  to  be  held  in  the  Island  of  Antigua,  ia 
opposition  to  the  views  and  without  the  co-operation  of  the  Board  of  Council  and  House  oC 
Assembly  of  this  Island,  is  at  variance  with  the  spirit  and  provisions  of  the  Act  of  the 
Leeward  Islands,  No.  14,  intituled  '^  An  Act  to  prevent  Disputes  in  electing  Assembly-men  to 
serve  in  Greneral  Assembly,"  and  is  calculated  to  entail  upon  this  community  an  expense 
which  your  petitioners  consider  unnecessary,  and  which  the  inhabitants  of  this  island 
are  unable  to  bear,  their  resources  being  reduced  to  the  lowest  ebb,  in  consequence  of  the 
destruction  by  fire  of  the  greater  portion  of  their  principal  town  on  the  18th  of  April  1837, 
added  to  the  long  and  severe  drought  which  has  prevailed  for  the  last  two  years. 

Your  petitioners,  therefore,  with  the  deepest  sentiments  of  loyalty  and  devotion,  presume 
to  lay  this  their  grievance  at  the  foot  of  Your  Majesty's  throne,  and  most  humbly  pray  that 
Your  Majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  take  the  subject-matter  of  our  petition  into  your 
Royal  consideration,  and  to  issue  such  instructions  to  the  Governors  and  Commanders-in- 
Chief  of  Your  Majesty'  Leeward  Islands,  as  will  in  future  prevent  any  convocation  of  a 
General  Council  and  General  Assembly  of  these  islands,  contrary  to  the  wishes  and  without 
the  co-operation  of  the  Councils  and  Assemblies  of  the  respective  islands. 

And  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  8ic. 

(signed)        Josiah  Webbe  Maynard^  President  of  Council* 
Nevis,  3  March  1838.  WUiiam  Henry  Rawlins,  Speaker. 


—  No.  31.— 

(No.  72.) 

No.  31.        Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke,  k.  c.  ml  to 

Lord  Glenelgy  dated  Antigua,  19  April  1838. 

On  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  despatch,  general,  No.  18,  of  the  28th  Fe- 
bruary, which  reached  me  on  the  1 1  th  instant,  I  did  not  delay,  pursuant  to  your 
Lordship's  instructions,  to  issue  my  proclamation  for  dissolving  the  General 
Council  and  General  Assembly,  and  as  they  were  appointed  to  meet  for  the 
dispatch  of  business  on  the  16th  instant,  it  was  satisfactory  to  me  that  the  pron^pt 
circulation  of  my  proclamation,  herewith  enclosed,  has  obviated  all  inconvenience 
to  the  members  of  the  islands  to  leeward  in  coming  up  to  Antigua. 

CT^        .  ^T  My  despatches  subsequent  to  those  which  are  acknowledged  by  your  Lordship, 

No.  302  and  No.  ,    -^  ^  j    •      ^u  •  -ii    1  •      1  r     l        "^  *^  i         . 

803 oftlie 30th Dec.  ®^"  enumerated  m  the  margm,  will  have  apprised  you  of  the  measures  taken  by 

'  me,  and  as  they  were  supported  by  further  information  obtained  regarding  the. 

laws^  and  by  the  opinion  of  the  law  officers,  I  acted  under  a  full  conviction  that 

in  overcoming  the  obstacles  which  had  arisen,  I  was  sustaining  at  once  the 

prerogative  of  the  Crown,  and  the  rights  of  the  people. 

The  existence  of  slavery  in  these  colonies  is  sufficient  to  account  for  the  ob- 
scurity in  which  questions  of  right  and  privilege  have  been  involved.  Thus 
much  is  certain,  that  these  islands  were  originally  settled  under  the  common  law 
of  England,  that  this  law  was  fully  recognised  by  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly 
in  1705,  No.  31,  and  that  the  General  Act,  No.  28,  for  settling  General  Councifs 
and  Assemblies  was  equally  recognised  by  the  legal  Commissioners*  in  the  West 
Indies  as  a  fundamental  law  of  the  islands.  Adverting  to  the  Act  of  1701, 
iS^  page  55.  which    advanced   pretensions  on   the  part  of  the   local  Assemblies  that  led  tOr 

its  disallowance,  and  the  clauses  of  the  Act  of  1705  conferring  the  sole  authority 
on  the  (^aptain-general  to  call  General  Assemblies,  whose  acts  were  made  binding 
on  the  islands^  the  members  of  which  did  not  attend,  it  is  not  possible  to  con- 
ceive that  a  deliberative  voice  was  given  to  the  local  Assemblies^  which  should 

control 

*  Fu/tf  Third  Re|>ort  of  the  Commissioners  for  Legal  Inquiry  in  the  West  Indies,  1826,  page  6. 
Printed  by  order  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
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control  the  exercise  of  the  Royal  prerogative  by  the  Captain-general ;  and  there  is      LEEWARD 
no  authority  for  considering  that  such  control  was  ever  attempted.       *  ISLANDS. 

The  proprietary  or  chartered  colonies  in  North  America  and  the  West  Indies,  — ^— ~— 
were  generally  regarded  as  corporations,  subject  to  the  provincial  governments 
established  over  them ;  and  I  do  not  beheve  that  any  local  enactment  can  be 
found,  and  certainly  none  which  ever  received  the  confirmation  of  the  Crown,  to 
restrict  or  control  the  exercise  of  the  Royal  prerogative  in  convening  the  General 
Assemblies. 

It  is  not  easy  to  trace  the  origin  of  such  a  pretension  in  these  islands,  except 
in  the  effects  arising  from  the  introduction  of  slavery  after  their  settlement,  the 
engrossing  of  the  lands  for  sugar  planting,  and  the  consequent  extinction  of  the 
free  settlers,  who  at  one  time  were  numerous  and  prosperous.  But  the  Acts  of  the 
General  Assembly  above  noticed,  which  were  passed  after  the  Revolution  of  1688, 
sufficiently  attest  the  determination  of  the  Government  to  uphold  the  prerogative. 

Concurring  as  I  do  in  the  observation  of  your  Lordship,  that  it  would  be 
unwise  to  exert  the  powers  of  the  Crown  to  counteract  the  judgment  of  those 
for  whose  benefit  the  plan  has  been  devised,  it  is  proper  that  I  should  explain 
to  your  Lordship,  that  I  was  early  impressed  with  a  conviction  of  the  unfitness  of 
the  local  Assemblies,  as  they  are  constituted,  to  legislate  for  these  communities  at 
this  eventful  crisis ;  that  the  liberation  of  the  coloured  classes,  and  subsequently 
of  the  slaves,  had  called  into  political  existence  a  population  in  behalf  of  whom 
Parliament  had  interposed  after  a  long  struggle  with  the  Assemblies ;  and  that 
the  passing  of  general  laws  in  so  many  small  Assemblies,  variously  affecting 
the  present  and  future  welfare  of  large  and  increasing  bodies  of  people,  govern- 
ing them  with  reference  to  an  exclusive  interest,  created  in  times  of  slavery, 
and  subjecting  them  to  arbitrary  taxation  without  due  representation,  was  sub- 
versive  of  the  principles  of  the  English  constitution,  to  the  privileges  of  which 
these  classes  have  been  admitted,  and  called  either  for  the  enforcement  of  the 
ancient  laws  of  the  General  Assembly,  or  for  the  further  intervention  of  Parlia- 
ment. On  these  grounds,  my  Lord,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  proceed,  under  the 
general  sanction  which  I  had  received  from  your  Lordship,  and  on  the  responsi- 
bility which  I  was  willing  to  incur;  and  considering  the  manner  in  which  the 
Assembly  of  this  ihland  proceeded  in  opposing  the  measure,  I  am  satisfied  that  I 
was  supported  by  the  general  opinion  of  the  independant  part  of  the  community. 

I  have  before  observed  to  your  Lordship,  that  for  several  months  previous  to 
the  issue  of  my  proclamation  in  Her  Majesty's  name,  the  subject  was  fully  con- 
sidered in  and  out  of  Council ;  that  some  were  favourable  to  the  object,  who  after- 
wards took  a  lead  in  opposing  it ;  and  that  not  a  word  of  opposition  was  expressed 
to  me  or  to  the  Solicitor-general,  himself  a  member  of  the  House,  till  the  day  of  the 
issue  of  the  proclamation. 

An  acquiescence  in  the  precipitate  demand  of  that  House  that  I  should  recal 
that  proclamation  would  have  been  a  compromise  of  the  Royal  authority,  and  an 
admission,  which  I  could  by  no  means  allow,  that  it  was  otherwise  than  lawfully 
exercised. 

To  have  prevented,  moreover,  the  elections  from  taking  place,  would  have  given 
dissatisfaction  to  the  people,  in  depriving  them,  not  only  of  the*  opportunity  of 
manifesting  their  disposition  towards  the  proprietary  body,  but  of  attaining  the 
advantages  which  they  anticipated  from  the  convocation. 

In  point  of  fact,  the  influence  of  the  leading  mortgagees  was  well  known,  and  it 
was  fully  considered  that  the  sacrifice  which  England  had  made  to  emancipate 
the  people,  in  the  payment  of  compensation,  so  large  a  share  of  which  had  fallen 
to  the  mortgagees,  had  divested  them  of  any  claim  to  prosecute  a  system  which 
had  already  ruined  so  many  proprietors,  and  which  is  a  most  serious  obstacle 
at  present  to  the  prosperity  of  these  islands. 

As  this  is  a  subject  on  which  I  shall  have  occasion  to  treat  more  at  large,. 
I  only  advert  to  it  here,  that  your  Lordship  may  understand  the  grounds  on 
which  I  considered  it  my  duty,  in  the  exercise  of  the  trust  reposed  in  me,  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  undertaking ;  and  I  did  so  in  the  assurance  which  I  daily  received, 
that  the  objects  of  it  were  appreciated  in  all  the  islands,  and  that  the  General 
Legislature  would  have  met  under  circumstances  favoumble  to  the  accomplishment 
of  objects  of  the  greatest  importance  at  this  juncture. 
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LEEWARD  The  communities  of  Montserrat  and  Tortola,  in  particular,  had  looked  forward 

ISLANDS.        with  interest  to  the  support  they  would  receive  on  the  occasion  of  the  approaching 
""——""•       termination  of  the  system  of  apprenticeship  in  these  islands. 

^^  In  my  addresses  to  the  several  Legislatures,  I  hope  your  Lordship  will  have  ap- 
paxc^'^^lo.  predated  my  disposition  to  unite  all  classes  of  these  communities  in  support  of 
GcBe^^l^!^^^^""'^  these  measures ;  and  while  I  adhere  to  this  disposition,  and  will  lose  no  oppor- 
tunity of  inducing  the  most  influential  persons  to  co-operate  with  me,  the  difficulty 
arises  from  their  indisposition  to  take  general  or  comprehensive  views  of  the  interests 
of  these  colonies,  and  from  the  existence  of  local  feelings,  which  prevail  more  or 
less  in  all  small  communities. 

All  I  request  of  your  Lordship  is,  that  in  pursuing  this  course,  and  in  acquiring 
the  necessary  degree  of  support  to  justify  the  exercise  of  Her  Majesty's  preroga- 
tive under  the  law  of  1705,  I  shall  not  be  required,  as  Her  representative,  formally 
to  obtain  the  sanction  or  concunence  of  the  local  Assemblies,  under  the  impression 
that  they  represent  the  popular  opinion,  involving,  as  it  would,  the  recognition  of 
a  principle  not  less  opposed  to  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  than  to  the  rights  of 
the  people. 

It  is  not  to  be  overlooked,  that  the  local  Assembly  of  this  island  has,  by  its  reso* 
lution3,  superseded  the  elective  rights  which  the  people  have  inherited  under  the 
common  law,  so  fully  recognised  in  the  Act  No.  31  of  the  General  Assembly ; 
and  if  an  impression  were  to  be  received  that  they  were  permanently  excluded 
from  those  rights,  I  could  anticipate  no  other  result  than  a  collision  most  unfavour- 
able to  the  tranquillity  and  prospects  of  these  communities. 

Your  Lordship  is  aware  that  the  agitation  of  this  subject  had  commenced  pre- 
vious to  my  arrival,  in  the  petition  of  the  electors  which  was  forwarded  to  your 
Lordship  by  Sir  Evan  Murray  McGregor,  in  his  dispatch  of  the  23d  August  1836. 

The  feeling  was  much  increased  by  the  issue  of  the  last  elections  on  the  acces- 
sion of  Her  Majesty ;  and  the  agitation  in  all  the  islands,  by  the  various  attempts 
to  introduce  laws  for  limiting  the  qualifications  of  electors,  manifests  the  excite- 
ment which  generally  prevails,  and  the  desire  of  the  liberated  classes  practically  to 
exercise  their  franchises.  A  recurrence  to  the  principle  of  general  legislation  is 
therefore  required  to  arrest  these  disputes,  as  well  as  to  legislate  advantageously 
for  these  islands ;  and  1  cannot  possibly  imagine  that  any  statesman  possessing  the 
smallest  experience,  could  be  resident  here  six  weeks,  without  being  convinced  of 
the  impossibility  of  legislating  in  the  local  Assemblies  in  a  manner  to  meet  the 
changes  which  are  in  progress. 
Seepage  a.  As  I  have  before  observed  to  your  Lordship,  these  Assemblies  like  other  corpo- 

rations are  always  in  session,  and  are  in  the  constant  exercise  of  ministerial 
functions.  They  usually  meet  for  one  or  two  days  in  every  month,  throughout 
the  year,  and  can  scarcely  be  said  ever  to  meet  for  the  dispatch  of  business. 

The  jealousy  with  which  they  regard  each  other  is  opposed  to  the  attempt  to 
assimilate  their  laws ;  and  when  it  is  considered  that  the  Acts  passed  by  these  local 
Legislatures  affect  the  rights,  liberties  and  lives  of  all  Her  Majesty's  subjects  settled 
in  or  frequenting  these  islands ;  that  the  slightest  variations  in  them  produce  end- 
less diversities,  rendering  uncertain  the  administration  of  justice ;  that  this  perplexity 
See  page  7.  is  further  increased  by  a  great  part  of  these  laws  existing  only  in  manuscript ;  and 

that  some  most  respectable  magistrates  have  already  refused  to  act  from  inability 
to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  them,  the  necessity  of  completing  the  changes  con- 
templated in  1833  must  be  obvious.  The  people,  though  willing  to  bear  taxation 
for  the  general  benefit,  if  duly  represented,  are  indisposed  to  it  when  imposed  by 
those  who  represent  exclusively  the  planting  interests ;  and  the  desire  of  the  local 
Assemblies  to  exempt  property  from  additional  assessment  prevails  so  strongly  as 
to  constitute  a  formidable  obstacle  to  the  application  of  the  public  resources  to 
objects  essential  to  the  security  and  welfare  of  the  islands. 

It  is  thus  complained  of,  that  an  import  duty  of  2  J  per  cent,  is  levied  under  an 
Act  of  this  island,  passed  in  1833,  the  proceeds  of  which  are  annually  distributed 
amongst  the  parishes  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  who  have  a  claim  to  relief  by  local 
assessment. 

Your  Lordship  may  be  assured  of  my  ready  co-operation  with  the  local  Assem- 
blies in  every  beneficial  undertaking  that  they  are  willing  to  support,  and  that  I 
will  endeavour,  as  far  as  it  may  be  practicable,  to  assimilate  the  laws  in  the  several 
islands.  I  earnestly  hope  that  the  continued  opposition  made  by  a  majority  of 
the  Assembly  in  Antigua  to  the  introduction  of  the  judiciary  system,  which  has 
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been  approved  by  all  the  other  Legislatures  in  the  West  Indies,  may  not  be  LEEWARD 

allowed  to  prevail  against  the  early  adoption  of  so  important  a  measure,  and  I  ISLANDS, 

feel  confident  that  the  establishment  of  the  new  courts  will  be  regarded  with  — — — — 
satisfaction  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  and  of  the  other  islands  under  the  govern- 
ment.* 

If  your  Lordship  will  refer  to  the  Reports  of  the  Law  Commissioners  in  the  West 
Indies,  made  in  1826,  and  to  which  I  have  alluded  above,  you  will  not  fail  to  be 
struck  with  the  defects  of  the  present  system,  and  especially  in  this  island,  and  the 
urgent  necessity  of  the  reform  which  has  been  sanctioned  by  Parliament,  and 
which  cannot  be  much  longer  delayed  without  injury  to  the  colonies.  Your  Lord- 
ship will  recur  to  my  recommendation  of  the  subject  to  the  Legislature  of  this  island, 
at  the  opening  of  the  session. 

The  establishment  of  the  general  courts  would  inspire  public  confidence 
throughout  these  islands ;  and  the  judges  who  would  be  called  to  administer  the 
various  systems  of  laws  which  now  exist  within  them,  would  give  their  support  to 
any  further  attempt  that  may  be  made  to  assimilate  them,  and  thus  to  facilitate 
their  execution. 

In  the  expectation  of  the  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly,  I  had  called  for 
copies  of  some  of  the  most  important  general  laws  of  the  several  islands,  with  a 
view  to  their  consolidation ;  and  I  will  endeavour,  as  far  as  possible,  to  adhere 
to  a  uniform  principle  in  the  alterations  which  may  be  made  by  the  local 
Legislatures. 

I  beg  to  express  to  your  Lordship  my  acknowledgments  for  the  expression  of 
your  confidence  in  my  zeal  for  Her  Majesty's  service,  and  for  the  advantage  of 
Her  subjects,  during  the  course  of  these  proceedings ;  and  I  can  venture  to  assure 
you,  that  my  future  efforts  will  not  be  wanting  to  cement  that  union  between 
the  Crown  and  the  people,  which  will  conduce  to  the  honour  and  interests  of 
both. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         fV.  M.  G.  Cokbrooke. 


Enclosure  in  No.  31  • 

Antigua. — By  His  Excellency  Lieutenant-colonel  Sir  William  Mac  Bean  George  Cole-  E    1  in  N 
brooke,  Knight  of  Hanover,  Uovemor  and  Commander-in-Chief  in  and  over  the  Islands      "^  * '"     ^3'. 
of  Antigua,  Montsertat,  Barbuda,  St.  Christopher,  Nevis,  Anguilla,  the  Virgin  Islands  and 
Dominica,  Chancellor,  Vice-Admiral,  and  Ordinary  of  the  same,  8cc. 

(L.s.)  (signed)         W.  M.  Q.  Coletn-ooke. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whebbas,  by  my  Proclamation  dated  the  24th  day  of  March  last  it  was  declared  that 
the  Meeting  of  Representatives  chosen  by  virtue  of  Her  Majesty's  writs  issued  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  originally  directed  to  join  the  Commander-in-chief  and  the  General  Council  at 
the  Court  House  in  the  Town  of  St.  John,  in  the  Island  of  Antigua,  on  the  16th  day  of 
February  should  be  postponed  to  Monday,  the  16th  day  of  April  instant,  then  to  meet  for 
the  dispatch  of  business : 

And  whereas  it  is  deemed  expedient  that  the  said  General  Council  and  Assembly  should 
not  meet  at  the  present  time : 

I  therefore  declare  that  the  General  Council  and  General  Assembly  are  hereby  dissolved. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  Government  House,  Antigua,  this  11th  day  of  April, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1838,  and  of  Her  Majesty's  reign  the  first 

God  save  the  Queen  ! 
By  his  Excellency's  Command, 

(signed)        A.  Reade, 

Private  Secretary. 


*    This  obstacle  has  since  been    removed,  the  Act  confttituting  the  courts  in  Antigua  having 
expired.  ' 
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LEEWARD 

ISLANDS.  —  No-  32.  — 

(No.  25.) 

No.  32.  ExTUACT  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  W.  M.G. 

Colebrookcj  k.c.  h.  dated  Downiog-street,  31  May  1838. 

I  HAVE  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch,  No.  72,  of  the  19th  of 
April,  communicating  the  dissolution  of  the  General  Council  and  Assembly  of  the 
Leeward  Islands,  in  pursuance  of  the  instructions  contained  in  my  despatch,  No. 
1 8,  of  the  28th  of  February. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  I  have  never  seen  cause  to  depart  from  the 
opinion  which  I  originally  entertained  that  the  calling  together  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Leeward  Islands  was  a  measure  dictated  by  sound  views  and  an 
enlightened  policy,  and  I  very  sincerely  regret  the  necessity  winch  occasioned  the 
abandonment  of  it  But  the  number  and  weight  of  the  remonstrances  from  the 
legislative  bodies  in  the  colonies,  and  from  the  proprietors  in  this  country,  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  almost  entire  absence  of  suffrages  of  the  same  kind  in  favour  of 
the  plan  on  the  other  hand,  compelled  me  to  adopt  the  conclusion  that  the  public 
mind  was  not  as  yet  sufficiently  prepared  for  this  improvement  of  the  colonial 
institutions. 

The  remarks  which  you  have  made  as  to  the  unfitness  of  the  existing  Legislatures 
to  perform  their  appropriate  duties,  and  as  to  the  nature  of  their  pretensions  to 
represent  the  society  at  large,  are  of  great  weight  and  importance.  The  changes, 
however,  which  would  seem  so  eminently  desirable,  if  not  supported  by  some  ex- 
pression of  public  opinion,  will  require   very  deliberate  consideration  before  an 


attempt  could  be  made  to  enforce  them. 


I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Glenelg. 


—  No.  33.  — 

(No.  79) 

No.  33.        Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  JV.  M.  G.  Colebrooke,  k.c.  h. 

to  Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Antigua,  26  April  1838. 

With  reference  to  my  despatch,  "  General,'*  No.  72,.  dated  the  19th  instant^ 
I  enclose  to  your  Lordship  a  letter  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Assembly  of  this  island, 
with  a  series  of  resolutions,  extracted  from  the  Journals  of  the  House,  by  which 
they  have  been  guided  on  occasions  of  scrutinies  or  controverted  elections.  Your 
Lordship  will  obseiTe  that  the  last  rule  was  passed  on  the  5th  October,  and  was 
intended  to  meet  a  case  where  the  electors  of  English  Harbour  had  voted  at  the 
election  for  the  adjoining  division  of  Falmouth. 

The  effi?ct  of  these  resolutions,  necessarily  renewed  witli  every  Assembly,  is  to 
supersede  the  common  law,  which,  in  the  absence  of  any  local  or  general  enact- 
ment, is  in  force  in  these  islands,  and  thus  to  place  the  franchises  of  the  people  at 
the  arbitrary  disposal  of  one  branch  of  the  local  Legislature. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke. 

P.  5'.— -The  resolutions  passed  at  a  public  meeting  of  the  freeholders  of  St  John's, 
held  on  the  4th  of  August  1 836,  w  ere  forwarded,  with  their  memorial  to  your 
Lordship,  by  Sir  E.  Murray  MacGregor,  with  his  despatch.  No.  201,  of  the  23d 
of  August  1836;  and  although  Sir  Evan  expressed  his  opinion  that  the  desire 
of  the  freeholders  for  an  election  law  was  reasonable,  natural,  and  legitimate, 
he  appears  to  have  considered  that  their  object  was  not  likely  to  be  obtained 
through  the  medium  of  the  local  Assembly,  as  now  constituted. 

(signed)         ff".  M.  G.  C. 
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Enclosure  in  No.  33.  ^KLA^ds! 

Sir,  St.  John's,  9  March  1838.  — 

I  BEG  leave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  and  to  state,  ^°^^  ^  ^®-  33» 
that  there  being  no  collection  of  rules  in  force  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  regulating  the 
qualifications  of  representatives  and  electors,  I  am  unable  to  comply  with  the  requisition 
contained  in  your  communication  in  any  other  way  than  by  showing  the  practice  which 
obtains  in  the  House  on  occasions  of  scrutinies  or  controvertedf  elections,  and  which  I  have 
endeavoured  to  do  in  the  document  which  I  now  enclose  to  you. 

I  have,  &C. 

(signed)        Nath^  Humphrys. 


Extracts  from  the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  Antigua. 

2  October  1817. 

Resolved,  That  all  freeholds  conveyed  for  the  purpose  of  voting  at  elections,  shall  be  con- 
«dered  as  null  and  void,  ^unless  the  grantor  conveys  the  same  to  the  grantee  in  fee,  and  the 
same  be  duly  recorded  for  12  months ;  but  that  no  time  previous  to  a  candidate  presenting 
himself  to  be  chosen  as  a  representative  shall  be  necessary  to  establish  his  freehold,  and 
that  such  qualification  shall  not  be  required  to  be  in  fee,  but  lor  life. 

11  August  1825. 

Resolved,  That  no  person  shall  be  considered  a  freeholder  in  the  town  of  St.  John,  who  is 
not  possessed  of  a  building  on  his  own  land,  measuring  at  least  30  feet  one  way,  and  15  the 
other,  and  that  all  votes  shall  be  rejected  where  it  is  made  to  appear  that  relief  from  taxation 
has  been  prayed  for  before  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Accounts. 

30  June  1836. 
Resolved,  That  houses  in  the  town  of  St.  John,  regularly  assessed  at  the  sum  of  50/.  per 
annum,  although  the  same  may  chance  not  to  reach  the  full  admeasurement  of  30  feet  by  15 
feet,  shall  be  considered  sufficient  to  qualify  for  voting. 

5  October  1837. 
Resolved,  That  no  person  shall  be  considered  entitled  to  vote  as  a  freeholder  in  the  division 
of  Falmouth  and  Rendezvous  Bay,  who  is  not  possessed,  m  the  town  of  Falmouth,  of  a  build- 
ing, on  his  own  land»  measuring  at  least  30  feet  one  way,  and  15  the  other,  or  of  10  acres  of 
land  in  the  said  division. 

Nath^  Humphry  s,  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 


—  No.  34.  — 
(No.  87.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke,  k.c.h.  u,  No.  34. 

Lord  Glenelg. 
My  Lord,  Antigua,  8  May  1838. 

I  HAVE  received,  through  the  President  of  Montserrat,  a  letter  from  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  that  island,  transmitting  to  me,  to  be  laid  before 
The  Queen,  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  the  General  Council  and  Assembly. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        JV.  M.  G.  Colebrooke. 


Enclosure  in  No.  34.  .  End.  In  No.  :>4. 

Montserrat. 
To  Her  Most  Gracious  Majestv  Victobia  the  First,  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  Queen  Defender  of  the  Faith. 

Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 
The  humble  memorial  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  your  Majesty's  island  of  Montserrat, 
respectfully  showeth 

That  on  the  23d  day  of  December  last  your  Majesty's  representatiire.  Sir  William 
MacBean  George  Colebrooke,  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  in  and  over  your 
Majesty's  Leeward  Caribbee  Islands,  in  the  legitimate  and  constitutional  exercise  of  your 
Royal  prero^tive,  issued  a  writ  for  the  election  of  five  freeholders  from  each  of  the  islands 
of  Antigua,  Montserrat,  Nevis,  St.  Christopher,  and  the  Virgin  Islands,  to  serve  as  delegates 
in  a  General  Congress,  to  be  holden  in  the  Island  of  Antigua,  for  the  purpose  of  enacting 
such  laws  and  ordinances  as  might  be  of  general  application  to  the  colonies  under  his 
Excellency's  govemment 
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LEEWARD  That  the  election  was  accordingly  held  in  all  the  islands,  and  in  this  island  was  attended 

ISLANDS.        by  his  Honor  the  officer  administering  the  government,  by  all  the  members  of  the  Council, 

and  of  the  local  Assembly,  and  by  a  large  and  highly  respectable  majority  of  freeholders,  by 

whom  five  representatives  were  duly  returned. 

That  your  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  inhabitants  of  the  island,  confidently 
looked  K)rward  to  the  benefits  which  they  expected  would  result  to  the  Leeward  Islands 
generally,  and  to  this  your  Majesty's  island  of  Montserrat  in  particular,  from  the  convoca- 
tion of  a  General  Assembly. 

That  your  memorialists  have  learned  with  deep  regret,  that  your  Majesty's  Principal 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  in  consequence  of  certain  representations  against  the 
measure  made  to  him  from  one  or  more  of  the  sister  colonies,  has  been  pleased  to  direct  his 
Excellency  the  Governor-general  to  dissolve  the  General  Council  and  Assembly,  thus  dis- 
appointing the  expectations  of  your  memorialists  and  depriving  them  of  the  benefits  which 
they  are  firmly  convinced  would  have  resulted  to  them  from  the  general  convocation. 

That  the  opposition  which  has  been  made  to  the  convocation  of  a  General  Council  and 
Assembly  has  proceeded,  as  your  memorialists  believe,  from  a  partial  and  superficial  view  of 
the  question,  aiid  from  the  jealousy  entertained  by  the  local  Legislatures  against  any  mea- 
sure, however  wise  and  politic  in  itself,  which  would  seem  to  interfere  with  or  abridge  their 
own  power  or  influence. 

That  although  the  local  Legislatures  have,  for  several  years  past,  conducted  the  a&irs  of 
the  individual  islands  without  any  recourse  to  a  General  Congress,  yet  their  legislation  has 
been  imperfect,  many  evils  having  originated,  and  much  uncertainty  and  vexation  arisen 
from  the  discrepant,  and  in  many  instances,  contradictory  laws  in  force  in  the  various  islands 
under  the  same  General  Government. 

That  the  revolution  in  society,  consequent  upon  the  abolition  of  slavery,  and  the  approach- 
ing expiration  of  the  apprenticeship  system  in  your  Majesty's  Leefirara  Caribbee  Islands, 
has  rendered  imperatively  necessary  a  great  consecutive  alteration  in  their  laws  and  political 
institutions ;  and  your  memorialists  indulge  a  reasonable,  and  they  trust  well-grounded 
expectation,  that  one  of  the  primary  objects  of  a  General  Congress  would  be  the  formation 
of  an  improved  legislative  code,  and  the  establishment  of  a  new  and  uniform  judicial  system, 
by  which  the  laws  in  force  in  the  various  islands  would  be  assimilated,  and  adapted  to  the 
altered  relations  of  society,  rendering  their  administration  more  enlightened,  more  regular, 
and  consequently  more  efficient  and  beneficial. 

That  a  General  Congress  of  the  Leeward  Islands  would  necessarily  give  rise,  not  only  to 
a  more  intimate  union  of  social  relations  between  the  sister  colonies,  but  also  to  the  intro- 
duction of  a  more  liberal  system  of  external  policy  and  domestic  intercourse,  leading,  by  fair 
and  inevitable  results,  to  the  elevation  of  their  national  character,  and  the  augmentation  of 
their  insular  resources  and  prosperity. 

That  besides  those  already  enumerated,  there  are  at  this  moment  many  other  suWects  of 
general  importance  to  your  Majesty's  Leeward  Caribbee  Islands,  which  can  be  satisHictorily 
arranged  in  a  General  Congress,  and  to  the  settlement  of  which  the  local  Legislatures  are 
totally  inadequate. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  most  earnestly  beseech  your  Most  excellent  Majesty  to 
take  the  premises  into  your  favourable  consideration,  and  to  adopt  such  measures  for  an 
early  convocation  of  a  Geneml  Council  and  Assembly  of  your  Majesty's  Leeward  Caribbee 
Islands,  as  to  your  Most  gracious  Majesty  may  seem  advisable. 

And  your  memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 

Richard  H.  Dyett,  Speaker. 


No.  35. 


—  No.  36.  — 
(No.  94.) 

Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  PF.  M.  G.  Cokbrooke,  k.c.h. 
to  Lord  Glenelgy  dated  Government- House,  Antigua,  15  May  1838. 

The  party  feeling  which  prevails  in  Dominica  has,  at  different  periods,  agi- 
tated all  these  communities,  and  the  opposition  made  to  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Leeward  Caribbee  Islands  has  been  but  a  manifestation  of  the  same 
spirit.  Previous  to  the  admission  of  the  free  coloured  classes  to  civil  rights  it 
was  displayed  in  the  divisions  which  subsisted  amongst  the  white  inhabitants, 
and  must,  therefore,  be  referred  to  causes  inherent  in  small  communities ;  and 
when  it  is  considered  that  mere  personal  and  family  disputes,  on  the  most  trivial 
subjects,  are  known  to  have  been  the  sources  to  which  such  divisions  might  be 
traced,  it  is  manifest  that  there  can  be  no  prospect  of  controlling  them  except 
by  such  arrangements  as  will  necessarily  exclude  the  influence  of  such  matters 
from  the  general  afiairs  of  the  colony. 
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The  principles  of  municipal  and  of  provincial  government  having  been  fully  re-       LEEWARD 
cognized  in  the  original  settlement  of  the  British  colonies,  the  existence  of  slavery        ISLANDS. 

can  alone  account  for  the  system  which  has  grown  up  in  this  part  of  the  West       

Indies,  and  the  exercise  of  incompatible  functions  by  the  local  Assemblies.  That 
these  are  well  calculated  to  provide  for  the  interests,  merely  local,  of  their  respec- 
tive communities  may  be  fully  admitted;  to  supersede  them  altogether  would 
therefore  be  as  objectionable  as  to  retain  them  in  the  exercise  of  exclusive 
powers  of  legislation ;  and  it  remains  only  to  consider  how  far  the  principles  of 
the  existing  constitution  are  suited  to  the  present  condition  of  society. 

If  these  colonies  had  grown  up  in  freedom  there  would  have  existed  that 
diversity  of  pursuits  and  interests  which  characterizes  other  communities,  but 
with  the  exception  of  a  small  part  of  the  population  resident  in  what  are  called 
the  towns,  the  population  is  entirely  agricultural ;  and,  as  the  lands  are  princi- 
pally in  the  hands  of  large  proprietors, .  who  for  the  most  part  reside  perma- 
nently in  Europe,  the  few  who  remain  can  alone  be  regarded  as  forming  the 
aristocracy  of  the  islands.  The  management  of  estates,  either  in  the  hands  of 
resident  proprietors,  or  committed  to  agents  having  no  interest  in  the  colonies, 
excl tides  all  other  classes  from  participation  in  the  profits,  and  even  in  the 
manufacture  of  the  produce  of  plantations,  and  has  thus  checked  the  growth  of 
farming  capital  and  of  leasehold  tenures ;  there  are,  consequently,  no  interests 
sufficiently  stable  to  form  the  basis  of  an  elective  system,  excepting  the  direct 
possession  of  the  land. 

In  these  circumstances  the  common  law,  which  confers  a  right  of  voting 
upon  every  holder  of  land  in  his  own  right,  becomes  alone  applicable 
to  the  present  condition  of  these  islands,  as  it  constitutes  the  only  property 
accessible  to  the  people  in  a  form  which  can  sufficiently  secure  their  inde* 
pendence*,  and,  by  excluding  undue  influence,  progressively  create  and  cement 
the  bonds  which  will  preserve  to  property  its  legitimate  influence.  As  the 
resources  of ,  the  islands  are,  for  the  most  part,  abstracted  from  them  by  the 
absence  of  proprietors  and  the  claims  of  mortgagees,  the  inhabitants  are  thus 
encouraged  to  invest  their  funds  in  land,  and,  by  the  formation  of  a  substantial 
yeomanry,  provide  for  the  gradual  introduction  of  a  farming  capital,  and  a 
change  in  the  rural  economy  of  these  countries,  tending  ultimately  to  their 
prosperity  and  the  security  of  property. 

With  the  extraneous  interests  which  have  grown  up,  and  the  prejudices 
which  subsist,  these  views  are  not  likely  to  be  at  once  appreciated ;  the  growing 
influence  of  other  classes  consequent  on  the  surrender  of  exclusive  privileges 
on  the  part  of  the  landholders,  is  regarded  with  jealousy,  and  hence  the 
general  refusal  of  the  landholders  in  Dominica  to  come  forward  as  candidates 
at  the  elections.  It  may  however  be  observed,  that  their  future  dependence 
upon  the  influence  they  may  exert  with  a  popular  constituency  is  an  inevitable 
consequence  of  the  changes  which  have  occurred,  and  that  their  position  in 
this  respect  does  not  differ  from  what  it  would  have  been  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances if  the  classes  who  exercise  the  franchise  werfe  exclusively  white. 

Considering  the  small  numbers  who  at  present  possess  this  franchise,  there  is  See  Return,  p.  52. 
a  necessity  for  extending  rather  than  of  limiting  the  qualification ;  nor  can  this 
be  so  advantageously  effected  in  the  present  condition  of  the  colonies  as  by 
adhering  to  the  principle  of  the  common  law  by  which  property  in  laud  consti- 
tutes the  qualification.  The  formation  of  townships  will  directly  tend  to 
augment  the  number  of  voters;  and  while  it  will  secure  their  independence,  it 
will  lead  also  to  the  introduction  of  those  changes  in  the  management  of  pro* 
perty  which  can  alone  secure  the  interests  of  the  principal  landholders.* 
Meanwtiile  the  position  of  these  in  the  councils  of  the  colonies,  and  their  means 
of  retaining  a  large  share  of  the  representation  in  the  Assemblies,  by  manifesting 
a  regard  for  the  interests  of  the  people,  will  ensure  to  them  an  adequate  degree 
of  influence  in  the  local  Legislatures,  and  by  recurring  to  the  system  of  provin- 
cial Assemblies  the  constitution  of  society  will  be  again  assimilated  to  the  forms 
which  wUl  most  effectually  provide  for  the  exigencies  of  colonial  society,  in  the 
various  relations  of  the  classes  of  which  it  is  composed. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        IV.  M.  G.  Colebrooke. 

*  Some  independent  villages  have  long  been  established,  and  the  example  of  those  in  Antigua 
has  led  to  the  recent  formation  of  others,  under  encouragement  of  resident  proprietors. 

595-  .      P  4 

Digitized  by  VnOOQlC 


112 


CORRESPONDENCE  r^CONVENTION  OF 


LEEWARD 
ISLANDS. 


(No.  lllO 


—  No.  36. 


No*  53.  Aotigua, 
4th  April. 

No.  2i«  General, 
7th  April 


See  page  104. 


No.  36.         Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  TV.  M.  G.  ColebtvoAe,  k.  c  .a.  to 

Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Antigua,  1  June  1838. 

The  legislature  having  met  yesterday,  I  laid  before  the  Council  and  Assembly 
extracts  of  your  Lordship's  despatches  relating  to  the  General  Assembly. 

It  has  been  extremely  gratifying  to  me  to  learn,  that  your  Lordship  has  con- 
curred with  me  in  opinion,  of  the  advantages  that  might  probably  have  arisen 
from  the  convention,  and  that  your  Lordship  is  desirous  that  the  difficulties 
which  have  arisen,  may  on  a  future  occasion  be  overcome ;  and  recurring  to  my 
despatch,  (general,  No.  72),  of  the  19th  April  1838, 1  am  led  to  request,  that 
your  Lordship  will  release  me  from  the  necessity  of  obtaining  the  consent  of 
the  local  legislatures  to  the  exercise  of  Her  Majesty's  prerogative,  under  the 
Act  of  1705,  a  condition  which  would  wholly  preclude  me  from  the  possibility 
of  resorting  to  it  on  the  most  pressing  emergency,  affecting  the  peace  and 
welfare  of  the  colony. 

The  jealousy  with  which  the  local  Assemblies  regard  each  other,  and  their 
exclusive  attention  to  objects  of  local  concern,  render  it  impracticable  to  bring 
about  any  coincidence  in  their  views  on  subjects  of  common  interest,  and  even 
at  present  to  prevent  the  most  perplexing  diversities  in  the  enactments  re- 
quired at  this  important  juncture. 

If  any  doubt  should  exist  in  your  Lordship's  mind  as  to  the  authority  under 
which  I  have  acted  on  the  late  occasion,  I  hope  that  your  Lordship  will  take 
the  opinions  of  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  on  the  General  Act  of  1705,  in 
order  that,  if  my  view  be  correct,  I  may  be  enabled  to  exercise  the  Royal  prero- 
gative when  required,  under  the  responsibility  properly  attaching  to  me,  and 
subject  onlv  to  the  instructions  for  my  guidance  which  I  may  receive  from 
your  Lordship. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        W.  M.  G.  Colebraoke. 


No*  37. 


(No.  37.) 


—  No.  37.  — 


Copt  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelff  to  Governor 
Sir  fF.  M.  G.  Cohbrookef  k.c.m. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  18  July  1838. 

I  HAVE  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  despatch,  No.  Ill,  of  the 
1st  June,  in  which  vou  request  to  be  released  from  the  necessity  of  obtaining 
the  consent  of  the  focal  Legislatures  to  the  exercise  of  Her  Majestv's  preroga- 
tive in  the  convocation  of  the  General  Council  and  Assembly  of  the  Leeward 
Islands ;  and  if  any  doubt  exists  on  my  mind  as  to  the  authority  under  which 
you  have  acted,  that  the  opinion  of  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  might  be 
taken  on  the  General  Act  of  1705. 

It  will  be  sufficient  for  me  to  observe,  that  although  it  may  be  desirable  to 
recur  to  this  measure  on  some  future  occasion,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  it  would 
be  injudicious  to  revive  the  discussion  until  the  public  mind  shall  be  more 
prepared  for  it,  and  until  the  excitement  produced  by  the  recent  ineffectual 
attempt  to  accomplish  this  object  shall  have  subsided. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         Glenelg. 
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LEEWARD 
ISLANDS. 


—  No.  38.  — 
(No.  219.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  W.  M.  G.  Colebreoke,  k.c.h.  to  ^o.  38. 

Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Antigua,  15  Sept.  1838. 

Having  had  no  desire  or  intention  of  proposing  to  your  Lordship  again  to 
convene  the  General  Council  and  Assemhly  of  these  islands,  or  to  revive  the 
discussion  after  the  late  dissolution,  without  an  express  authority  to  do  so,  I 
should  not  have  troubled  your  Lordship  with  any  further  reference  in  the 
matter,  if  the  tenor  of  your  Lordship's  despatch,  No.  37^  of  the  1 8th  of  July, 
had  not  led  me  to  apprehend  a  misconception  of  the  object  of  my  application. 

Being  convinced  that  the  Act  of  1705  gave  full  authority  to  the  Captain- 
general  to  act  without  consulting  the  local  Assemblies,  and  indeed  regard- 
ing that  Act  as  expressly  framed  to  guard  against  their  pretensions,  and  to 
secure  the  independence  of  the  General  Legislature,  I  applied  to  your  Lordship 
to  relieve  me  from  the  necessity  of  referring  to  them,  in  order  that  such  an 
instruction,  by  remaining  on  record,  might  not  afford  a  plea  for  the  revival  of 
claims  which  might  prove  a  source  of  serious  embarrassment  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government  at  a  future  period. 

Having  fully  explained  the  grounds  of  my  opinions  in  my  despatch.  No*  72, 
of  the  19th  April,  announcing  the  dissolution  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  See^.  104. 
intention  of  my  appUcation  of  the  Ist  June  last  was  merely  to  provide  tha4;  the 
convention  of  the  General  Assembly  should  depend,  as  heretofore,  not  on  the 
consent  of  the  local  Assemblies,  but  on  the  approval  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment of  the  occasion  for  the  exercise  of  Her  Royal  prerogative. 

I  have,  &c. 

^signed)         W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke. 


—  N0.39.— 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  John  Bussell  to  Governor  No-  39. 

Sir  W.  M.  G.  Colebrooke^  k.  c.  h. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  6  April  1840. 

I  HAVE  had  occasion  to  refer  to  the  correspondence  which  has  passed  between 
yourself  and  this  department,  on  the  subject  of  convening  a  General  Council  and 
Assembly  in  the  Leeward  Island  Government. 

I  should  be  glad,  when  you  take  your  leave  of  absence,  if  you  would  bring 
to  England  any  documents  or  returns  which  may  throw  further  light  on  this 
question. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        J.  Riusell. 


—  No.  40.— 
(No.  13.) 

Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  IV.  M.  G.  Colebrooke,  k.  c.  h.  No.  40- 

to  Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Antigua,  15  April  1840. 

Soon  after  my  assumption  of  this  Government  in  1837,  I  considered  it  neces- 
sary, from  the  situation  and  prospects  of  the  colony,  to  apply  to  the  Secretary  of 
595-  Q  State 
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LEEWARD      State  for  permission  to  exercise  the  Royal  prerogative  in  convening  the  General 
ISLANDS.       Assembly  of  the  Leeward  Islands;  and  Lord  Glenelg  having  assented  to  the 
proposal,  I  took  measures  to  carry  it  into  effect  in  the  following  year. 

At  first  a  sense  of  the  advantages  to  be  expected  from  such  a  convention 
induced  a  general  acquiescence  in  the  plan  ;  but  an  apprehension  having  been 
subsequently  raised  in  certain  quarters,  that  the  recent  admission  of  the  free 
coloured  inhabitants  to  civil  rights  would  give  them  weight  in  the  General 
Assembly,  by  the  exercise  of  a  popular  influence  in  the  elections,  which,  in  the 
present  constitution  of  the  local  Assemblies,  they  do  not  possess,  the  measure  was 
opposed;  and  through  the  exertions  of  the  colonial  agents  in  London,  with  the 
proprietary  body,  the  Secretary  of  State  was  induced  to  yield  to  their  remon- 
strances, and  to  direct  that  the  General  Assembly  which  had  been  elected  should 
be  dissolved. 

The  issue  of  this  attempt  to  revive  the  principles  of  general  legislation  in  these 
colonies  having  been  fully  detailed  in  the  correspondence  which  ensued,  my 
purpose  in  recurring  to  it  at  this  time,  is  only  that  I  should  state  to  your  Lord- 
ship  the  views  which,  on  a  further  and  deliberate  consideration  of  the  whole 
subject,  1  am  led  to  entertain. 

The  question  of  legislative  union  having,  from  circumstances  which  have 
occurred  in  other  colonies,  led  to  the  suggestion  of  various  plans  by  which  this 
object  might  be  effected  in  the  West  Indies,  I  have  thought  that  the  bearings  of 
such  a  question,  as  affecting  the  welfare  of  the  inhabitants  of  these  colonies,  and 
the  various  interests  connected  with  them,  may  admit  of  being  practically 
elucidated. 

I  will  briefly  recapitulate  that  the  English  colonies  in  the  West  Indies,  in 
common  with  those  on  the  American  continent,  were  settled  under  the  common 
law  of  England ;  and  as  much  encouragement  was  at  first  given  to  the  settlement 
of  Europeans,  who  emigrated  in  considerable  numbers,  no  obstacle  presented 
itself  to  the  adoption  of  the  constitutional  forms  which  were  favourable  to  the 
rights  of  every  class. 

The  progressive  introduction  of  African  labourers  by  means  of  the  slave  trade 
led,  however,  to  the  discouragement  of  the  European  peasantry ;  and  as  the  lat- 
ter declined,  the  whole  power  in  the  Assemblies  was  engrossed  by  the  large 
proprietors. 

The  wealth  they  acquired  having  enabled  the  majority  of  these  to  retire  from 
the  colonies,  the  political  influence  was  shared  abroad  between  their  agents  and 
the  few  proprietors  who  continued  to  reside. 

From  the  servile  condition  of  the  peasantry,  the  common  interests  which  grow 
up  and  demand  protection  in  free  communities  were  lost  sight  of. 

For  the  maintenance  of  the  plantation  system,  based  upon  praedial  slavery,  but 
little  intercourse  was  required  between  the  islands ;  and  it  was  not  until  the  in- 
quiries  in  Parliament  concerning  the  slave  trade  drew  attention  to  the  abuses  of 
the  system  that  the  necessity  of  recurring  to  the  principles  of  general  legislation 
became  apparent,  and  produced  the  convention  of  1798. 

The  provincial  legislatures,  as  originally  constituted  in  the  West  Indies,  were 
those  of  Jamaica,  Barbadoes,  and  of  the  Leeward  Islands,  to  which  that  of 
Grenada  was  added  in  1767,  and  no  alteration  was  at  any  time  made  in  them 
without  the  consent  of  the  colonies,  the  Acts  of  the  General  Assemblies  of  the 
Leeward  Islands  being  still  in  force  within  them,  and  those  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  Grenada  in  Dominica. 

When  the  provincial  legislatures  were  summoned  by  proclamation  of  the 
Grovemor  under  the  Act  of  1705,  the  members  to  serve  in  the  General  Assembly 
were  returned  by  the  freeholders  of  each  island  at  a  general  election,  and  the 
general  councillors  were  at  the  same  time  appointed  by  the  Governor,  both 
bodies  being  dissolved  together  when  their  services  were  no  longer  required,  and 
as  their  attention  was  necessarily  engaged  with  the  more  important  objects  of 
common  interest  during  the  session,  neither  time  nor  opportunity  was  afforded  for 
the  growth  of  those  party  divisions  which,  fomented  by  local  prejudices,  so 
materially  impede  the  progress  of  business  in  the  island  legislatures. 

These  bodies,  elected  by  a  small  number  of  voters  in  the  several  divisions  of 
each  island,  are  virtually  irresponsible,  and  their  members  being  closely  con- 
nected, are  readily  organized  in  a  manner  to  exclude  by  a  strong  majority  the 
influence  of  public  opinion  upon  their  proceedings. 

The  provincial  legislatures  being  in  abeyance,  it  has  been  impracticable  to 
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admit  the  colonies  acquired  during  the  last  war  to  the  privileges  of  the  English       LEEWARD 
Constitution ;  indeed,  during  the  existence  of  slavery  the  most  numerous  class        ISLANDS, 
could  not  have  participated  in  them,  and  though  the  influx  of  English  settlers       "*^ 
has  led  to  such  claims  being  preferred,  their  views  have  not  extended  beyond 
the  grant  of  separate  charters.     An  irresponsible  influence  has,  however,  pre- 
vailed in  the  Crown  colonies,  which  has  on  some  occasions  been  exerted  with  * 
great  effect,  and  with  less  advantage  than  if  it  had  existed  under  constitutional 
tonus. 

The  acquisition  of  property  by  those  who  have  been  enabled  to  reside  in  Eng- 
land, and  to  acquire  that  weight  and  consideration  which  are  derivable  from 
wealth  and  connexion,  has  been  common  in  all  the  West  Indian  colonies ;  and 
from  the  questions  which  have  been  agitated  in  Parliament  during  the  last  half 
century,  and  have  led  successively  to  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  and  of 
colonial  slavery,  have  arisen  the  organization  of  the  absent  proprietary  in  this 
country. 

To  explain  to  your  Lordship  the  effects  of  the  system  as  it  has  prevailed,  I 
should  observe,  that  the  West  India  body  is  composed  of  absent  proprietors, 
mortgagees  and  merchants,  who  are  interested  in  returns*  of  produce  from 
the  colonies;  and  the  preponderating  weight  of  these  interests  in  the  local 
assemblies  is  derived  from  the  limitation  of  the  constituencies  to  a  mere  fraction 
of  the  population,  in  several  divisions  which  return  members. 

Thus  the  district  elections  are  for  the  most  part  merely  nominal,  as  will 
appear  from  the  enclosed  return,*  and  the  interests  of  the  more  numerous  class       •  Page  116. 
do  not  possess  that  weight  which  is  secured  to  them  under  the  laws  of  the 
General  Assembly,  or  which  a  more  popular  system  of  local  representation 
would  confer  on  them. 

As  the  laws  and  usages  under  which  the  local  Assemblies  are  constituted  are 
defective  and  uncertain,  and  as  those  bodies  are  not  likely  to  introduce  any 
effectual  reforms ;  as,  moreover,  they  are  actuated  by  a  considerable  degree  of 
jealousy  of  each  other,  and  can  rarely  be  brought  to  entertain  questions  of 
common  interest,  which  are  daily  acquiring  importance  and  demanding  atten- 
tion, the  welfare  of  the  colonies  requires  that  th<^  extensive  powers  at  present 
exercised  by  them  should  devolve  on  the  provincial  legislatures,  by  which  the 
Government  would  be  relieved  of  much  unprofitable  labour  in  controlling  the 
proceedings  of  the  local  Assemblies,  and  endeavouring  to  reconcile  the  various 
anomalies  originating  in  their  defective  constitutions ;  general  laws  would  be 
passed  after  full  discussion,  and  by  publication  would  become  known  to  those 
who  are  required  to  obey  them ;  and  the  public  credit  might  be  applied  to  extri- 
cate the  local  communities  from  their  financial  embarrassments,  and  facilitate 
measures  of  improvement,  which  are  now  in  abeyance  from  the  indisposition  of 
the  local  Assemblies  to  supply  funds,  or  their  inability  to  raise  them. 

With  the  means  of  intercourse  which  will  obtain  on  the  introduction  of  the 
steam-packet  system,  it  may  be  found  practicable  to  bring  about  at  once  the 
incorporation  of  the  provincial  legislatures  now  existing,  and  to  provide  for  the 
representation  of  the  Crown  colonies  in  the  Colonial  Parliament,  leaving  to 
each  colony  or  island  its  municipal  privileges. 

The  advantage  of  effecting  an  assimilation  of  the  laws  which  are  common  in 
them  all,  and  of  making  adequate  provision  for  a  general  government  in  the 
West  Indies,  would,  I  doubt  not,  be  readily  appreciated  by  the  inhabitants,  if 
the  popular  control  over  the  General  Assembly  should  be  adequately  secured ; 
but  to  render  such  a  measure  acceptable  to  the  proprietary  body  in  England,  it 
would  be  indispensable  to  hold  but  those  honourable  distinctions  to  its  members 
which  would  at  the  same  time  strengthen  the  influence  of  the  Government  in 
giving  effect  to  its  views  for  the  improvement  of  the  colonies. 

That  amongst  the  West  Indian  proprietors  in  this  country  there  are  men  who 
are  deservedly  esteemed  for  their  liberality  is  unquestionable ;  but  they  have 
hitherto  taken  but  little  part  in  general  measures  for  the  benefit  of  the  colonies 
from  which  their  resources  are  derived ;  and  acquiring  their  information  from 
secondary  sources,  they  are  rarely  in  a  position  to  form  a  judgment  of  the 
measures  which  claim  their  support. 
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If  the  influence  of  such  men  were  more  directly  exerted  in  the  colonies,  in 
co-operation  with  the  resident  proprietors*  and  the  Government,  the  interests  erf 
the  colonies  might  be  effectually  promoted. 

By  the  establishment  of  an  effective  Government  abroad,  possessing  sufficient 
weight  to  carry  out  the  general  views  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  in  England, 
no  inconvenience  could  possibly  arise  from  restoring  to  property  the  legitimate 
influence  of  which  it  has  been  deprived  during  the  late  struggles ;  and  if  pro- 
prietors deserving  of  public  confidence  should  be  locally  appointed  to  represent 
the  Crown  in  their  respective  colonies,  there  is  just  ground  for  considering  that 
the  people  would  derive  many  advantages  from  their  residence  amongst  them* 

Nor  would  it  be  unreasonable  to  expect,  that  after  providing  for  an  adequate 
civil  list  to  support  the  general  government,  the  stipendiary  establishment,  which 
in  the  present  circumstances  of  the  colonies  is  defrayed  by  Parliament,  might, 
so  far  as  required,  be  charged  upon  the  colonial  revenues. 

The  resources  which  are  derived  from  the  valuable  staples  of  these  Islands 
are  such,  that  there  can  be  no  more  reason  for  imposing  such  charges  on  the 
mother  country  for  the  chartered  than  for  the  Crown  colonies,  other  than  to 
secure  that  protection  which  the  people  have  required  against  the  irresponsible 
powers  to  which  their  defective  institutions  have  given  existence  and  strength. 

In  stating  my  views  to  your  Lordship  on  this  important  subject,  I  abstain  at 
present  from  entering  into  more  particular  details ;  and  I  will  only  add,  that 
whatever  course  may  be  adopted,  the  laws  under  which  the  provincial  legislatures 
were  constituted  ought  not  to  be  abrogated  without  the  free  consent  of  the  people ; 
and  the  ends  of  good  government  require  that  the  privileges  which  they  have 
inherited  or  acquired  under  those  laws  should  be  adequately  secured* 

,  (signed)         W.  M.  G.  Colehrooke. 


RETURN  of  the  Population,  and  of  the  Number  of  Members  and  of  Voters,  at  the 
last  Elections  for  the  Local  Assemblies  in  the  Leeward  Islands, 


Island. 


Antigua         -  -  - 

Dominica      -  -  - 

St  Christopher  and  An- 
guilla. 

Nevis   ^        -  -  - 

Montserrat    -  -  - 

Virgin  Islands 


r>       1  *•  No.  of 

Population.   ,     jy-^^^^^^^ 


35,594 
18,970 
23,291 

9,250 
7,119 
7,731 


Total     ...        101,955 


12 
12 

10 

5 
5 
8 


No.  of 
Members. 


25 
19 
25 

15 
12 
16 


112 


No.  of 
Voters. 


323* 

431 

104 

78 
75 
34 


1,045 


*  Of  these  168  voted  for  the  town  of  St.  John's,  returning  four  members ;  the  remaining 
155  for  the  country  divisions,  returning  22  members.  The  highest  number  of  votes  for  a 
country  district  was  60 ;  the  lowest  was  two. 


*  The  public  spirited  exertions  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  resided  on  their  estates,  have,  in 
several  instances,  and  especially  in  Antigua,  been  highly  honourable  to  themselves  and  beneficial 


to  the  colonies. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A  GENERAL  COUNCIL  AND  ASSEMBLY.  117 


LEEWARD 
ISLANDS. 


—  No.  41.—-  • 

(No,  12,) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  John  Russell  to  Governor  No.  41. 

Sir  W.  M.  G.  Colehrooke^  k.  c.  h. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  1  June  1840. 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  despatch  general  (No.  13)  of  the 
15th  April,  resuming  the  scheme  for  convening  a  Leeward  Island  L^slature, 

I  have  already  informed  you,  in  my  despatch  of  the  6th  of  April,  that 
I  should  be  glad  to  hear  further  from  you  on  this  subject  when  you  come  to  this 
country  on  the  leave  of  absence  for  which  you  applied.  I  have  now  further  to 
state,  that  if  you  are  prepared  with  the  details  of  your  plan,  and  will  yourself 
superintend  the  execution  of  them,  I  shall  be  ready  to  give  you  assistance  and 
support,  to  the  best  of  my  power. 

I  have,  &c, 

(signed)  J.  Russell. 
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(Mr.  Braiherion,) 


D.-BuSl::S  6^.  .840.}     B-  ''^«  sjra 


Ortfnvrf,  ly  The  Hoa*e  of  Cmmaoot,!*  k  AM, 
5  Auguti  1840. 
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